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Mr. Chairman,

As my delegation is taking the floor for the first time, I wish to join others in
congratulating you and your Bureau for assuming these important responsibilities. We
pledge our full support to you as you fulfil your respective mandates.

We would like to associate ourselves with the statements delivered on Monday
by the distinguished representative of Bolivia on behalf of the G77 and China and the
Permanent Representative of Kenya on behalf of the African Group.

Mr. Chairman,

We meet almost 20 years after the adoption of the ICPD Programme of Action.
This session prepares us for the September United Nations General Assembly Special
Session on the ICPD, where we shall reaffirm the ICPD Programme of Action, in its
entirety and chart the way forward.

This session also comes a few months after the conclusion of an operational
review of the ICPD Programme of Action as mandated by the UNGA Resolution 65/234.
Tanzania participated in the review processes both at national and continental levels.

In addition to the findings and recommendations emanating from the regional
consultations, we adopted the Addis Ababa Declaration on Population and
Development in Africa beyond 2014, a guide for the continent on population and
development matters beyond 2014.

This session and the next fall within a timeframe in which we are deliberating the
post-2015 development agenda, including the important tasks of elaborating the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and options for their financing.

The review and its findings have revealed the achievements and shortfalls in the
implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action during the 15 years of MDGs. We



should draw important lessons and make the Programme of Action even more relevant
within the post-2015 development agenda.

It is important that the Programme of Action should first and foremost focus on
unfinished business in the areas of poverty eradication, elimination of inequalities and
discrimination, including on the basis of sex; education to ensure that it empowers the
youth, especially girls; health in terms of improving access to essential services while
scaling up interventions to eradicate malaria, tuberculosis and HIV as well as
addressing other non-communicable diseases.

The ICPD Programme of Action should also address the new and emerging
challenges, including that of ageing population which has surpassed that of children
below age of five.

It is imperative that we maximize the benefits of the demographic dividend by
investing in creating opportunities and supportive environment for innovation,
creativity and entrepreneurship for young people to create and access jobs and realize
their full potential.

Mr. Chairman,

Tanzania is faring well in the implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action
in some areas while there has been slow progress in others. For instance, we have
registered significant achievements of MDG 2, 3, 4 in the areas of reproductive health
and rights (88%), morbidity and mortality (88%); education (82%); gender equality and
women empowerment, especially in terms of women's participation in decision making
(women in parliament 8% for elected MPs, 50% for nominated MPs and 100% for
special seats MPs).

Also, there has been a significant progress in reduction of under-five and infant
mortality rates. The under-five mortality rate has decreased from 91 to 81 per 1,000 live
births from 2007 to 2010, and infant mortality rates decreased from 58 to 51 per 1,000
live births. Areas with slow progress include reduction of maternal mortality and
fighting diseases such as HIV.

I would like to conclude by reaffirming our dedication to the enduring principles
of the ICPD Programme of Action. We commit to implement the ICPD Programme of
Action beyond 2014 and especially in the context of the post-2015 agenda. We
underscore the importance of partnerships and continued international cooperation in
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the implementation of the Programme of Action. And call for a constructive and
objective furtherance of this important agenda for the benefit of all our nations.

I thank you for your kind attention.
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