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Mr. Chairman, 

The year 2014 marks the 20th Anniversary of the historic International 
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) held in Cairo. Kazakhstan, 
along with 178 other countries, then in 1994, wholeheartedly endorsed the ICPD 
Programme of Action, and after two decades, is in a position to review the 
achievements and to discuss further national priorities in the field of population 
and development, as well as the direction for the global community to take. 

Kazakhstan has made significant progress since 1994. In a span of ten years, 
my country was able to achieve Goal One of the MDGs - the Eradication Extreme 
Poverty and Hunger. Today, we are pleased to report on having reached the target 
of MDG5. Maternal mortality declined from 55 per 100,000 live births in 1999 to 
only 12.6 in 2013, which is a reduction of more than 75 percent. We can further 
observe great progress made towards implementing the ICPD Agenda. However, 
despite the various accomplishments, we believe that the ICPD Programme of 
Action remains highly relevant for our country. 

It is our conviction that it is important to increase investments in the 
capabilities of children, adolescents and youth - the nation's richest resources- to 
implement internationally agreed commitments to promote and protect their rights, 
especially of girls. The focus is to empower them with modem skills to meet the 
demands of contemporary economy with high technological advances. 

The President of Kazakhstan in his latest address to the nation underlined the 
importance of ensuring strong support to persons with disabilities, which has 
already been demonstrated in comprehensive services for them. These outstanding 
programmes, which provide guarantees and quality services to eradicate all forms 
of discrimination, have been officially recognized by UNDP. At the same time we 
continue to strive to advance the participation of persons with disabilities in the 
social, economic and political life of the country. Equal attention is paid also to the 
needs of the elderly and other vulnerable groups and their integration in society. 

In order to decrease maternal mortality and to aim at reaching levels of 
developed countries, Kazakhstan is measures are taken to provide universal access 
to quality sexual and reproductive health services with particular attention to 
adolescents and youths. The importance of comprehensive sex education for 
adolescents and youth, within the formal and informal educational system, is also 
recognized to prevent unwanted pregnancies, HIV I AIDS and sexually transmitted 
diseases. Emphasis is also given to adequate services for these groups. 



In addition, migration, like everywhere in the world, is also a phenomenon 
in Central Asia, and Kazakhstan has its share of migrants too from other countries, 
and the diaspora that is returning to the homeland. The country is therefore striving 
to improve the system of regulating migration flows. Legislation is enacted to 
create conditions for using the potential of migrants to form a highly qualified 
national cadre of personnel in all fields of the labour force and market, and to 
provide a balance between supply and demand. Measures are taken therefore to 
protect the labour and social rights of migrants and their successful adaptation and 
integration into society. 

Internal displacement and rural-urban migration ansmg from economic 
reasons and environmental disadvantages are also among other issues gaining the 
attention of my Government. Recently, the Ministry of Regional Development has 
been established to improve conditions of livelihood in rural areas and provincial 
regions to reduce such displacement. 

Kazakhstan is committed to capacity-building and strengthening existing 
institutions for the effective integration of population dynamics into development 
planning, both at national, regional and local levels with all the relevant 
stakeholders and civil society. Population and development is a key pillar for us in 
the post-2015 phase and as an integral part of our national strategy, "Kazakhstan 
2050". 

To conclude, we are determined and ready to join the multilateral effort, 
together with UNFP A, to bring greater momentum to our future strategies for 
advancing people-centred sustainable development, based on the principles of 
social justice, human rights and gender equality, multicultural harmony and 
stability as the cornerstones of our world in the 21st century. 

Thank you. 




