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Pascale Allotey is a leader in gender, equity, health and human rights.  Her recent work 
includes challenging the boundaries of global health, advocating for accountability in the 
decolonization of global health and international development, and expanding 
opportunities to diversify the voices of contributors to global debates and decision making 
– particularly in evidence generation, policy and programme implementation within the UN 
system, with governments, NGOs and the academic community. Dr Allotey is a triple-
certified nurse, midwife and public health nurse with a multidisciplinary background in 
clinical health sciences, implementation research, anthropology, and epidemiology. She 
holds a PhD in Public Health and a MMedSci in Community Health from the University of 
Western Australia, and a BA in Nursing and Psychology from the University of Ghana, 
Legon. Dr. Allotey has published extensively including on: sexual and reproductive health; 
harmful traditional practices; gender, sex and disease; migrants and refugees; health 
systems research; implementation research, and community engagement. In 2022, she 
was appointed Director of the Department of Sexual and Reproductive Health and 
Research at the World Health Organization (WHO). Prior to joining WHO, Dr. Allotey was 
Director of the United Nations University International Institute for Global Health (UNU-
IIGH) in Kuala Lumpur Malaysia.  
 

 

Alessio Cangiano is currently the Chief a.i. of the United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA)’s Population and Development Branch, Programme Division. He is a demographer 
(PhD Sapienza 2005) with extensive experience in population data collection, demographic 
research and policy analysis, technical assistance and statistical capacity building in 
Europe, Africa and the Asia-Pacific region. He came to UNFPA’s Headquarter from UNFPA 
Mozambique Country Office, where he provided technical assistance to the National 
Statistical Office on census analysis and dissemination and to the Ministry of Economy and 
Finance on population and development issues. In his previous roles, Alessio worked as 
coordinator of the Demography and Official Statistics program at the regional University of 
the South Pacific; as a researcher at the University of Oxford’s Center on Migration, Policy 
and Society; and as a statistical and research consultant for various international 
organizations. 
 

 

Cheryl Sawyer is Chief of the Population Trends and Analysis Branch in the Population 
Division of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. She oversees 
the teams preparing the World Population Prospects and World Urbanization Prospects as 
well as analytical reports on the relationships between population dynamics and 
sustainable development. She also leads substantive support to the Commission on 
Population and Development. Prior to this role, she led the Division’s programme planning 
and management team in the Office of the Director. Over her career at the United Nations, 
she has worked on population estimates and projections, mortality analysis, and 
international migration and has led or contributed to numerous reports of the Secretary-
General and technical publications on population issues. Prior to joining the United 
Nations, Ms. Sawyer worked in the International Programs Center of the United States 
Census Bureau. She holds a master’s degree in applied demography from Georgetown 
University. 
 




