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Report on the Seventh Asian and Pacific Population
Conference

Matters calling for action by the Commission or brought
to its attention

Matters calling for action by the Commission

1. The following recommendations of the Asian and Pacific Population
Conference are brought to the attention of the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) for its consideration and
possible action:

Recommendation 1

The Asian and Pacific Population Conference recommends that the
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and Pacific and the United Nations
Population Fund, within their respective mandates, continue to support
Commission members and associate members in the implementation of the
Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development,
taking into account the views and positions of member States on the Ministerial
Declaration, and the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development and the outcomes of its reviews, in the context of
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, at the national and regional
levels.

Recommendation 2

The Asian and Pacific Population Conference requests the Economic
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, in collaboration with the
United Nations Population Fund and all other relevant partners, to conduct a
regional intergovernmental review meeting of the implementation of the Asian
and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development, as well as
of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and
Development and the key actions for its further implementation in Asia and the
Pacific, in 2028, and to submit the report on the regional meeting to the
Commission at its eighty-fifth session.
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B.

Matters brought to the attention of the Commission

2. The following decision adopted by the Asian and Pacific Population
Conference is brought to the attention of ESCAP:

Decision

The Asian and Pacific Population Conference decides to transmit the
report on its Seventh Conference to the Commission on Population and
Development at its fifty-seventh session, to be held in 2024, to help inform the
assessment of the status of implementation of the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Development and its contribution
to the follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
during the decade of action and delivery for sustainable development.

Organization

Opening, duration and organization of the Seventh Asian and
Pacific Population Conference

3. The Seventh Asian and Pacific Population Conference, which was held
in Bangkok and online from 15 to 17 November 2023, was opened by the
Executive Secretary of ESCAP. The Deputy Executive Director (Programme)
of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and the Minister of Social
Development and Human Security of Thailand, Mr. Varawut Silpa-archa,
made statements. Ms. Laisa Bulatale, Fiji Women’s Rights Movement, and
Ms. Sangay Dechen Gyanzo, Youth Peer Education Network Bhutan, spoke
on behalf of civil society.

Attendance

4, Representatives of the following member States of ESCAP attended:
Armenia, Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia,
China, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Iran
(Islamic Republic of), Japan, Kiribati, Lao People’s Democratic Republic,
Malaysia, Maldives, Marshall Islands, Mongolia, Nepal, Netherlands
(Kingdom of the), New Zealand, Pakistan, Palau, Papua New Guinea,
Philippines, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Samoa, Solomon Islands,
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Tonga, Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America,
Uzbekistan, Vanuatu and Viet Nam.

5. Representatives of the following associate members of ESCAP also
attended: Cook Islands and Niue.

6. Representatives of the following Permanent Observers to ESCAP
attended: Belarus, Holy See and South Africa.

7. Representatives of the following offices of the Secretariat attended:
Department of Economic and Social Affairs and Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights.

8. Representatives of the following United Nations bodies, specialized
agencies, funds and related organizations also attended: International
Organization for Migration, Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS
(UNAIDS), UNFPA, United Nations Environment Programme,
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Entity for Gender
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Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women) and World Health
Organization.

9. A representative of the Economic Cooperation Organization, an
intergovernmental organization, also attended.

10.  Representatives of the following non-governmental and civil society
organizations attended: 2030 Youth Force Indonesia; Ageing Nepal, Asia
Feminist LBQ Network; Asian-Pacific Resource and Research Centre for
Women; Asian Population Association; Asia-Pacific Alliance for Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Rights; Asia-Pacific Mission for Migrants; Asia
South Pacific Association for Basic and Adult Education; Association of Youth
Organizations Nepal; Bangladesh Youth Health Action Network; Beyond
Beijing Committee Nepal; Blind Youth Association Nepal; Blue Diamond
Society; BRAC; Bumi Setara; Center for Creative Initiatives in Health and
Population; Child Helpline Cambodia; China Family Planning Association;
China Youth Network; Circle of Young Minds for Research and Development
Career; College of Youth Activism and Development; Coordination of Action
Research on AIDS and Mobility; David and Lucile Packard Foundation;
Development Action for Women Network; Development Alternatives with
Women for a New Era; Equal Asia Foundation; Equality Now; Family
Planning 2030; Family Planning New Zealand; Family Planning NSW; Family
Planning Organization of the Philippines; Fiji Women’s Rights Movement;
Films 4 Peace Foundation; First Pasefika Fono Network; Forum for Dignity
Initiatives; Gramin Vikas Vigyan Samiti; HealthNet TPO; HelpAge India;
Hope for Women; Human Development Organization; International
Community of Women Living with HIV Asia-Pacific; International Migrant
Alliance Research Foundation; International Planned Parenthood Federation,
East and Southeast Asia and Oceania region; International Planned Parenthood
Federation, South Asia region; Inti Muda Indonesia; Life Savors; Likhaan
Center for Women’s Health Inc.; Malaysian Youth Diplomacy
(MyDiplomacy); Medical Services in the Pacific; Me For Myself International
Campaign for Mental Health and Well-being; Monfemnet National Network;
Nagorik Uddyog; Naripokkho; Pacific Disability Forum; Pakistan Rural
Workers Social Welfare Organization; Plan International Asia-Pacific;
Planned Parenthood Association of Thailand; Population Foundation of India;
Rahnuma Family Planning Association of Pakistan; Rural Women’s Social
Education Centre; Sacred Military Constantinian Order of Saint George;
Samahan ng mga DH sa Gitnang Silangan; SERAC-Bangladesh; Seven Sisters
Foundation; Sherpa for Change; Soroptimist International; SPEAK Trust; The
Family Planning Association of Sri Lanka; The Young Changemakers; The YP
Foundation; Tsao Foundation; United Filipinos in Korea; United Nations
Foundation; United Nations Youth Advisory Panel Cambodia; United Nations
Youth Advisory Panel Mongolia; Visible Impact; Women’s Global Network
for Reproductive Rights; Women’s Rehabilitation Centre; Working Group on
Disabilities and 2030 Agenda; Yayasan Kesehatan Perempuan; Yayasan Tabu
Indonesia Berdaya (Tabu.id); YIELD Hub; Young Advocates for SRHR;
Youth Advocacy Network Sri Lanka; Youth Coalition for Sexual and
Reproductive Rights; Youth Interfaith Forum on Sexuality Indonesia; Youth
Leadership, Education, Advocacy and Development; Youth Peer Education
Network Asia-Pacific; Youth Peer Education Network Bhutan; Youth Peer
Education Network Philippines; Youth Peer Education Network Thailand;
Youth Voices Count; and YUWA.
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11.

12.

13.

Representatives of the following other entities also attended:
International Committee of the Red Cross, International Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies and Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of
St. John of Jerusalem, of Rhodes and of Malta.

In accordance with rule 12 of the rules of procedure of ESCAP, the
Chair and Vice-Chairs examined the credentials of all the representatives and
found them to be in order.

The Conference took note of the oral report of the bureau on credentials.

C. Election of officers

14.

D. Agenda

15.

The Conference elected the following officers:

Chair:

Mr. Varawut Silpa-archa (Thailand)

Vice-Chairs:  Ms. Lisa Grace Bersales (Philippines)

Ms. Eselealofa Apinelu (Tuvalu)

The Conference adopted the following agenda:

1.

Opening of the Conference:

(@) Opening addresses;
(b) Election of officers;
(c) Adoption of the agenda.

Review of progress made towards the implementation of the
Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and
Development, as well as of the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Development and
the key actions for its further implementation in Asia and the
Pacific.

Thematic discussion on achievements, challenges, gaps and
emerging issues in the implementation of the Asian and Pacific
Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development, as well
as of the Programme of Action of the International Conference
on Population and Development and the key actions for its
further implementation in Asia and the Pacific:

(@) Population dynamics, sustainable development and climate
change;

(b) Health, including sexual and reproductive health and
reproductive rights;

(c) Inequalities and social exclusion, and rights;

(d) Partnerships and regional cooperation.
Other matters.

Adoption of the report on the Conference.
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E. Other events

16.  The following seminars, side events and special sessions were held in
conjunction with the Seventh Asian and Pacific Population Conference:

(@ 13 and 14 November 2023, civil society and youth forums,
organized by the civil society organization steering committee of the Seventh
Asian and Pacific Population Conference;

(b) 15 November 2023, side event on understanding the challenges,
opportunities and best practices for the sexual and reproductive health and
rights of forcibly displaced women and people with diverse sexual orientations
and gender identities and other people on the move in transition countries in
Asia, organized by the Asia-Pacific Alliance on Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Rights, the Asia-Pacific Refugee Rights Network, the Asian-Pacific
Resource and Research Centre for Women, the Equal Asia Foundation and the
International Leshian and Gay Association Asia;

() 15 November 2023, side event: “Harvesting the demographic
dividend to achieve the Programme of Action of the International Conference
on Population and Development: experiences from China since 19947,
organized by the China Population and Development Research Center in
collaboration with the China Family Planning Association and the UNFPA
country office in China;

(d) 15 November 2023, side event: “Population and development
outlooks and challenges in South-East Asia”, jointly organized by the National
Population and Family Planning Board of Indonesia, the Commission on
Population and Development of the Philippines and the UNFPA country
offices in Indonesia, the Philippines and Thailand;

() 16 November 2023, side event: “The changing realities of
population in Asia and the Pacific: low fertility and population ageing in the
post-COVID-19 era”, organized by the Asian Population Association;

() 16 November 2023, side event on a contraceptive policy atlas for
Asia and the Pacific, organized by the European Parliamentary Forum for
Sexual and Reproductive Rights; Family Planning 2030; and International
Planned Parenthood Federation, East and Southeast Asia and Oceania region;

(9) 16 November 2023, side event: “Maldives and Solomon Islands
at the crossroads to achieving sustainable socioeconomic development as small
island developing States”, organized by the Maldives Bureau of Statistics and
the Ministry of National Planning and Development Coordination of Solomon
Islands;

(h) 17 November 2023, side event: “Leaving no one behind: don’t
forget deaf women! The importance of the reproductive rights of deaf women
and of sign language-based communication”, organized by ESCAP and the
Nippon Foundation;

(1) 17 November 2023, side event: “Rights-based approaches as the
foundation to achieving just and sustainable development in Asia and the
Pacific”, organized by the Government of Bangladesh; the Asia-Pacific
Alliance for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights; the David and Lucile
Packard Foundation; Equality Now; Family Planning 2030, Asia and the
Pacific Hub; International Planned Parenthood Federation, East and Southeast
Asia and Oceania region; SERAC-Bangladesh; and the Women’s Global
Network for Reproductive Rights;
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(7)) 17 November 2023, side event: “Migrants and refugees as actors
of development: bringing and amplifying migrants’ and refugees’ voices in the
population and development discourse”, organized by the Asia-Pacific Mission
for Migrants;

(k) 17 November 2023, side event on harnessing lessons learned in
the region to accelerate reductions in maternal morbidity and mortality:
experiences gained in Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka with the aim
of achieving the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development, organized by the Government of Nepal and
UNFPA;

(D 17 November 2023, side event: “Getting everyone in the picture:
investing in children”, organized by ESCAP, the UNICEF East Asia and the
Pacific Regional Office and Vital Strategies;

(m) 17 November 2023, side event on scaling up humanitarian
financing for sexual and reproductive health and rights and family planning in
emergencies in Asia and the Pacific, organized by Family Planning 2030.

Chair’s summary

17.  The discussions held during the Seventh Asian and Pacific Population
Conference have been summarized in a Chair’s summary (See annex II).
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Annex |

List of documents

Symbol Title Agenda item

General series

ESCAP/APPC(7)/1/Rev.1  Provisional agenda 1(c)
ESCAP/APPC(7)/1/Add.1  Annotated provisional agenda 1(c)
ESCAP/APPC(7)/2/Rev.1  Review of progress made towards the implementation 2and 3

of the Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on
Population and Development, as well as of the
Programme of Action of the International Conference
on Population and Development and the key actions for
its further implementation in Asia and the Pacific

ESCAP/APPC(7)/3 Impacts of climate change on population and 2and 3
development in Asia and the Pacific

ESCAP/APPC(7)/4 Report on the Seventh Asian and Pacific Population
Conference

Limited series
ESCAP/APPC(7)/L.1 Draft report 5
Information series

ESCAP/APPC(7)/INF/1 Implementation of the Asian and Pacific Ministerial 2and 3
Declaration on Population and Development, as well as
of the Programme of Action of the International
Conference on Population and Development and the
key actions for its further implementation in Asia and
the Pacific: a summary of the outcomes of stakeholder
consultations

ESCAP/APPC(7)/INF/2 Implementation of the Asian and Pacific Ministerial 2and 3
Declaration on Population and Development, as well as
of the Programme of Action of the International
Conference on Population and Development and the
key actions for its further implementation in Asia and
the Pacific: a summary of the results of voluntary
national surveys reported by member States

ESCAP/APPC(7)/INF/3 Gender equality and universal access to sexual and 2and 3
reproductive health and reproductive rights in Asia and
the Pacific

ESCAP/APPC(7)/INF/4 Universal health care in Asia and the Pacific 2and 3
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Symbol Title Agenda item

ESCAP/APPC(7)/INF/5 Data and statistics to monitor the implementation of the 2and 3
Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on
Population and Development, as well as of the
Programme of Action of the International Conference
on Population and Development and the key actions for
its further implementation in Asia and the Pacific

Information available online

www.unescap.org/events/2  Information for participants

023/seventh-asian-and-

pacific-population- List of participants

conference
Tentative programme
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Annex 11l
Chair’s summary
l. Introduction

1. The Seventh Asian and Pacific Population Conference was held in
Bangkok and online from 15 to 17 November 2023. In total,
276 representatives of member States participated in person and
16 participated online; and 147 representatives of civil society organizations
and other entities participated in person and 2 participated online.

I. Summary of discussions

A. Review of progress made towards the implementation of the Asian and
Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development, as well
as of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development and the key actions for its further
implementation in Asia and the Pacific (agenda item 2)

2. The Asian and Pacific Population Conference had before it the notes by
the secretariat on the review of progress made towards the implementation of
the Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development,
as well as of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development and the key actions for its further implementation
in Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP/APPC(7)/2/Rev.1) and on the impacts of
climate change on population and development in Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP/APPC(7)/3), as well as five information documents
(ESCAP/APPC(7)/INF/1, ESCAP/APPC(7)/INF/2, ESCAP/APPC(7)/INF/3,
ESCAP/APPC(7)/INF/4 and ESCAP/APPC(7)/INF/5).

3. The Conference heard a high-level panel discussion that was moderated
by the Regional Director for Asia and the Pacific of the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA). The panellists were: Senior Adviser and
Distinguished Professor at the Ramalingaswami Centre on Equity and Social
Determinants of Health, Public Health Foundation of India, Ms. Gita Sen;
Visiting Fellow at the Asian Development Bank Institute, Mr. Naohiro Ogawa;
and Director of Women’s Affairs at the Ministry of Justice and Community
Services of Vanuatu, Ms. Rothina 1o Noka.

4. The panellists discussed the progress that had been made in Asia and
the Pacific since the First Asian Population Conference, held in 1963, and since
the Sixth Asian and Pacific Population Conference, held in 2013.
Improvements had been made in education, including for marginalized groups,
and in access to health care, for example in the areas of maternal and sexual
and reproductive health care. Specifically, access to safe abortion services,
modern contraceptives and comprehensive sexuality education had increased
and there had been reductions in poverty. At the same time, much work
remained to be done, particularly in further reducing maternal mortality and
countering gender-based violence. The panellists noted the emerging and
persistent challenges linked to low fertility, population ageing, an increase in
violence against marginalized groups, gender-based violence and the effects of
climate change, including sea level rise, which particularly affected
populations in vulnerable situations.
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5. To address those challenges, the panellists recommended that
legislation be passed to address gender-based violence, that data be used for
evidence-based policymaking and that attention be paid to good governance
and to strengthening dialogue and genuine engagement with civil society
organizations, among other stakeholders. Access to health care in ageing
societies was crucial for ensuring that people remained healthy for longer.
Also, older persons should be viewed as a resource rather than a burden to
society. Changes in attitudes on ageing and care provision were required to
address demographic shifts.

6. Representatives of the following member States made statements:
Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Japan,
Kiribati, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Marshall Islands,
Maldives, Mongolia, Nepal, Netherlands (Kingdom of the), Pakistan, Palau,
Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Russian Federation, Samoa, Solomon Islands,
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Tonga, Tuvalu, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Vanuatu and
Viet Nam.

7. Representatives of the following associate members also made
statements: Cook Islands (on behalf of the Pacific small island developing
States and territories) and Niue.

8. A representative of the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, an office of the Secretariat, made a
statement.

9. Representatives of the following United Nations bodies, specialized
agencies and funds also made statements: Joint United Nations Programme on
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

10.  Representatives of the following non-governmental organizations, civil
society organizations and other entities also made statements: Asia Feminist
LBQ Network, Bangladesh Youth Health Action Network, Blind Youth
Association Nepal, First Pasefika Fono Network, Forum for Dignity Initiatives,
International Committee of the Red Cross, International Community of
Women Living with HIV Asia-Pacific, International Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies and The Family Planning Association of Sri Lanka.

11.  The Conference reaffirmed its commitment to the implementation of
the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and
Development and representatives reported on actions taken to mainstream
population and development issues, including into national development plans.
The Conference reaffirmed its commitment to the Asian and Pacific Ministerial
Declaration on Population and Development. While significant achievements
were identified, the emerging and persistent challenges linked with inequality,
conflict, disasters, food insecurity, digital transformation and the effects of
climate change, including sea level rise, were noted with concern. Regional
cooperation was viewed as crucial to addressing those challenges.

12.  Poverty and socioeconomic disparities, including in urban areas, youth
unemployment and the loss of human resources, all of which were exacerbated
by global crises, threatened to undermine efforts to achieve inclusive
development. Several representatives reported on initiatives to strengthen
social protection, address discrimination against marginalized groups and
promote decent work and job creation. One representative reported on efforts
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made to enable people to live a life of dignity, for example through increased
sanitation coverage.

13.  Several representatives reported on national universal health-care
systems that provided primary health care and on investments in training health
workers. However, the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic had had a
negative impact on the provision of health-care services, with women, older
persons, persons with disabilities and migrants being among those most
affected. While significant progress had been made in the response to HIV,
concerns remained, in particular the vulnerability of young key populations.
Additional concerns were raised with regard to hon-communicable diseases
and initiatives to address them were noted.

14, The Conference heard about improvements made in neonatal, infant
and maternal mortality by providing comprehensive information packages on
sexual and reproductive health and services and on skilled birth assistance, as
well as by providing skilled birth assistance. Improvements had also been made
in family planning programmes, and greater attention had been paid to
adolescent health, to advocacy, capacity-building and community engagement
focused on reproductive rights, especially among socially disadvantaged
groups, and to the need for contraception. The reproductive rights of women
with disabilities were stressed.

15.  Several representatives expressed a commitment to ensuring access to
sexual and reproductive health services and information and to providing
comprehensive sexuality education. Some representatives called for efforts to
be made to raise awareness, engage young persons and marginalized groups
and collaborate across sectors.

16.  Legal frameworks to protect the girl child had been developed and
women’s health had been prioritized at the national level with the aim of
improving health outcomes for all women and girls. Several representatives
reported on measures taken to reduce child marriage and reiterated their
Governments’ commitment to ending child marriage.

17.  Several representatives noted that significant achievements had been
made in access to education, leading to increased literacy. Acknowledging the
critical role of education for the empowerment of girls, several representatives
reported on efforts to improve gender parity in educational enrolment, high
female completion rates and inclusive education programmes to promote equal
opportunities, including for persons with disabilities. Persistent gaps in access
to educational resources and infrastructure were noted. Furthermore, the
importance of providing comprehensive sexuality education was highlighted,
including through action plans aimed at empowering young people to make
informed decisions, preventing sexually transmitted infections, unwanted
pregnancies and gender-based violence and promoting healthy attitudes.

18.  Addressing gender inequality was acknowledged as a priority by some
representatives, given that it limited social progress, hindered cohesion in
society and acted as a barrier to economic growth. Several representatives
reported on progress made towards gender equality by, for example: increasing
the share of parliamentary seats held by women; ensuring that members of all
groups, including those of differing sexual orientations, lived a life of dignity;
creating equal employment opportunities for all groups, irrespective of gender;
implementing programmes to support women and girls, including those with
disabilities; enacting legislation to guarantee the rights of the women; and
ensuring that policies were gender-responsive and transformative. Several
representatives highlighted gender-based violence as a persistent social
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scourge. One representative emphasized the need to reduce women’s drudgery,
for example through the provision of clean cooking fuel and safe drinking
water.

19.  Several representatives emphasized that achieving many of the
Sustainable Development Goals, as well as harnessing the demographic
dividend, depended on investing in young people and addressing youth
unemployment. It was reported that efforts had been made to strengthen health
systems, for example by providing financing to increase access to
contraceptives and youth-friendly health services, including for vulnerable
groups; to address stigma and discrimination faced by youth, including youth
with disabilities; and to invest in youth skills development and vocational
training. Other developments included rendering national economic and
political decision-making processes inclusive of and responsive to the needs of
youth, expressing a political commitment to enabling youth to participate in
planning for their health and well-being, and reaching youth in school and
out-of-school settings.

20.  Rapid population ageing was noted as a concern by several
representatives, as were significant declines in fertility. Several representatives
reported on initiatives to address vulnerability in older age and promote active
ageing through the passage of legislation on the care of older persons and the
provision of social insurance, medical care and home support programmes for
older persons. As the countries in the region were at different stages of the
demographic transition, it was important to promote intergenerational
solidarity and international cooperation to share knowledge and conduct joint
work.

21.  The role of migration in economic and social development, as well as
the contribution of migrants, was stressed. Several representatives raised
concerns, including about the need to pay greater attention to ensuring safe,
orderly and regular migration; the consequences for countries of origin of
workers migrating elsewhere; and the many challenges faced by migrants,
especially in relation to work, social inclusion, health care, housing and
sanitation. Several representatives reported on measures taken to protect the
rights of migrant workers and provide social protection. One representative
noted the need to provide refugees with access to basic services, while other
representatives reported on specific actions taken to do so. A call was made for
experiences in migration management in the region to be shared.

22. It was noted that the existence of health, education and job
opportunities in cities was the main reason for rural-to-urban migration. It was
also noted that such migration strained urban infrastructure and services.
Efforts were required to empower young people, especially girls, to ensure
informed decision-making and address youth unemployment. Information was
shared on initiatives aimed at encouraging people to stay in rural areas or at
expanding urban infrastructure to deal with rapid urbanization.

23.  The progress that had been made on population and sustainable
development issues was being challenged by a number of critical and
existential threats, including climate change, sea level rise, floods and other
natural disasters, conflict, the COVID-19 pandemic and the digital divide.
While women and girls and persons with disabilities were disproportionately
affected by those challenges, everyone’s livelihoods were affected. Limited
access to basic services, including sexual and reproductive health services, was
a particular concern. More attention needed to be paid to social and gender
dimensions, more support was needed for persons with disabilities and more
needed to be invested in community resilience-building, including for capacity
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development, data for humanitarian preparedness and response, and early
warning systems. Climate change-related vulnerability had resulted in a high
rate of displacement, an increase in the number of climate refugees and the
proliferation of informal settlements.

24. It was acknowledged that there were not enough timely and reliable
data and statistics for evidence-based policymaking and that more needed to
be done to improve the quality of data, including administrative data; the
frequency with which data were collected; capacity; and the monitoring of
progress. Several representatives reported on efforts to enhance the collection,
analysis and dissemination of data and statistics, including through new
technologies or legislation and the establishment of local data repositories and
community-based monitoring systems.

25.  Several representatives recommended adopting strategies for climate
change adaptation and mitigation and for disaster risk reduction to support
marginalized groups. Moreover, more effective partnerships among civil
society, government and the private sector were needed. Young people of all
backgrounds should be empowered in decision-making processes, including
through youth advisory boards or councils at various levels of government.

26.  Some representatives noted that the documentation for the Seventh
Asian and Pacific Population Conference should have been aligned with the
terms and definitions in the Programme of Action of the International
Conference on Population and Development, and they therefore expressed
their objection to the use of several concepts and certain terminology.

27.  Representatives of non-governmental and civil society organizations
underscored the need to protect and promote the sexual and reproductive health
and rights and bodily autonomy of individuals belonging to marginalized
groups and to address the shrinking civic space. Implementation of the Asian
and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development should be
monitored by using its indicator framework, among other methods, to promote
inclusion and access to infrastructure and information systems for persons with
diverse disabilities. It was noted that, especially during climate change-induced
disasters and the COVID-19 pandemic, some marginalized populations were
unable to enjoy their sexual and reproductive health and rights or have access
to services and information. That situation was exacerbated by limited access
to comprehensive sexuality education and by exposure to discrimination and
violence. In the light of rapid population ageing, there was a need for
rights-based approaches to support older persons, especially older women,
including by developing age-friendly communities and eliminating all forms
of discrimination. Young people living with HIV, women, girls, persons with
diverse sexual orientations and gender identities, Indigenous peoples, sex
workers, people living in humanitarian crisis owing to conflict and climate
change-induced disasters, migrants and refugees continued to experience
inequalities and inequities and to face human rights violations, stigma and
discrimination. These challenges had to be addressed by facilitating access to
services and decent work.
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B.

Thematic discussion on achievements, challenges, gaps and emerging
issues in the implementation of the Asian and Pacific Ministerial
Declaration on Population and Development, as well as of the Programme
of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development
and the key actions for its further implementation in Asia and the Pacific
(agenda item 3)

28.  The Conference had before it the notes by the secretariat on the review
of progress made towards the implementation of the Asian and Pacific
Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development, as well as of the
Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and
Development and the key actions for its further implementation in Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP/APPC(7)/2/Rev.1) and on the impacts of climate change on
population and development in Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP/APPC(7)/3), as
well as five information documents (ESCAP/APPC(7)/INF/1,
ESCAP/APPC(7)/INF/2, ESCAP/APPC(7)/INF/3, ESCAP/APPC(7)/INF/4
and ESCAP/APPC(7)/INF/5).

Population dynamics, sustainable development and climate change
(agenda item 3 (a))

29. The Conference heard a panel discussion that was moderated by
Professor of Social Science, Khalifa University of Science and Technology,
United Arab Emirates, Mr. Stuart Gietel-Basten. The panellists were: the
Director of the Population Division of the Department of Economic and Social
Affairs of the Secretariat; Team Leader of the Gender and Transitional Justice
Programme, Fiji Women’s Rights Movement, Ms. Laisa Bulatale; Co-founder
of Himalayan Innovations, Ms. Sadikshya Aryal; and the Minister of Social
Development and Human Security of Thailand, Mr. Varawut Silpa-archa.

30.  The panellists noted the challenges posed by demographic extremes,
such as populations with very high or very low fertility rates, in particular when
caused by rapid changes. They added that demographic change was itself a key
challenge, on a par with climate change and the increase in conflict in the
region and globally. However, people were adaptable and new policies should
be introduced, mindful always of the need to respect peoples’ rights, including
by addressing the high levels of gender-based violence in some subregions and
the insufficiency of resources to combat discrimination against women and
girls. The interlinkages and intersectionality of vulnerabilities were stressed,
such as those experienced by women with disabilities and by young people in
rural areas, who were among those most at risk of being left behind. Research
and data analysis conducted by non-governmental organizations could support
efforts to identify such intersectionality. The panellists also discussed the
linkages between population dynamics and climate change. In the Pacific,
people were forced to migrate because of sea level rise.

31.  The panellists suggested that the following measures be taken to
address the challenges related to population dynamics and sustainable
development: ensure active, healthy and inclusive ageing; provide social
protection coverage over the life course, including through pensions;
encourage people to stay in the workforce for longer; strengthen gender
equality in society; recognize the care work done by women and encourage a
change in attitudes to care work; and balance the distribution of household
tasks. In order to reduce the human imprint on the environment, it was
important to change attitudes and consumption patterns and provide incentives
for people to make the right decisions. That could include adopting more
climate-friendly farming methods, taking measures to reduce air pollution and
sharing knowledge across generations on sustainable farming and herding. The
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importance of empowering young people in their communities and of fostering
intergenerational initiatives to address climate change was highlighted.
Sex-disaggregated data for evidence-based policymaking and gender-based
budgeting were crucial.

32.  Representatives of the following member States made statements:
Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Japan,
Malaysia, Maldives, Marshall Islands (on behalf of the Pacific small island
developing States and territories), Philippines, Russian Federation, Thailand,
Timor-Leste and United States.

33.  Arepresentative of the Cook Islands also made a statement.

34.  Representatives of the following non-governmental organizations, civil
society organizations and other entities also made statements: Life Savors and
Pacific Disability Forum.

35.  Several representatives noted the achievements made on population and
development, including increases in living standards and education levels, as
well as reductions in poverty. However, the interplay between population
dynamics, efforts to achieve sustainable development and climate change had
led to new challenges. It was noted that rapid urbanization posed persisting
challenges.

36.  Several representatives reported on progress made in their countries to
empower women and girls by increasing literacy, school enrolment rates and
education levels and by expanding employment opportunities.

37.  Despite the progress made, gender inequality persisted in many areas
and needed to be addressed.

38.  The demographic transition, characterized by rapidly declining fertility
rates and ageing societies, was highlighted. Policies addressing different stages
of the life cycle, such as those focusing on the provision of education,
vocational training and workforce skills, were noted. Some representatives
recommended creating decent jobs, addressing inequalities and establishing
comprehensive pension systems. In small island developing States, emigration
had led to a shortage of skilled workers.

39. Concern was raised about the low fertility rates; addressing them
required multifaceted approaches and collaborative efforts. Some
representatives noted the need to change attitudes towards and the value
ascribed to families. Some representatives reiterated the need for gender
equality and a more equal distribution of care work. One representative called
for the voices and experiences of women to be heard in all decision-making.

40.  Several representatives reported on policies and incentives aimed at
increasing fertility, such as paid maternity and parental leave, the availability
of childcare and preschool institutions, flexible working arrangements, cash
transfers and subsidized housing loans.

41.  Many representatives said that the detrimental impacts of climate
change on their populations, particularly the populations of small island
developing States, had to be addressed. The rise in poverty caused by climate
change had led to limited access to reproductive health services and exposure
to gender-based violence, including early and forced marriage.
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42.  Several representatives reported on climate change- and
population-related policies and innovative approaches that fostered
collaboration and encouraged learning from successes and setbacks to leave no
one behind. In that context, some representatives recalled the global
commitments made to provide funding for climate change mitigation and
adaptation to vulnerable developing countries and stressed the need for
financial and technical support from partners.

43.  Civil society representatives reported that disasters had negatively
affected access to services and schools for girls, particularly in rural
communities. Persons with disabilities were disproportionately affected by
climate change and disasters, which further exacerbated and compounded their
discrimination and exclusion.

Health, including sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights
(agenda item 3 (b))

44.  The Conference heard a panel discussion that was moderated by
Associate Professor, Faculty of Medicine, King Mongkut’s Institute of
Technology Ladkrabang, Thailand, Ms. Fingani A. Mphande-Nyasulu. The
panellists were: Director General of Health Services at the Ministry of Health
of Sri Lanka, Dr. Asela Gunawardena; Chief Strategy Officer of the Tsao
Foundation, Mr. Paul Ong; Visiting Distinguished Faculty, International
Institute for Population Sciences, Ms. Shireen Jejeebhoy; and Executive
Director of the Asian-Pacific Resource and Research Centre for Women,
Ms. Sivananthi Thanenthiran.

45.  The panellists stressed the importance of and the progress that had been
achieved in access to health care, including sexual and reproductive health and
rights. However, gender inequality, intimate partner violence and skewed sex
ratios at birth persisted in several countries. Despite the rapid decline in fertility
rates, there was still an unmet need for contraception and access to safe
abortion in line with guidelines of the World Health Organization. People in
marginalized situations, including women with disabilities, continued to face
challenges in exercising their sexual and reproductive rights. It was also noted
that many women had limited access to treatment for infertility.

46.  The panellists also stressed the importance of promoting universal
access to health care and of taking a whole-of-government, multisectoral and
forward-looking approach, including to sexual and reproductive health. Ageing
societies required a shift in health-care policy and the adoption of an integrated
life-course approach. Care work needed to be rethought: the value of such work
should be recognized and increased; caregivers should be remunerated and
covered by social protection; and the work itself should be redistributed.
Individuals and couples should be able to exercise their reproductive rights.
Better-quality disaggregated data on sexual and reproductive health and
reproductive rights was needed, and there should be no age limit.

47.  Representatives of the following member States made statements:
Australia, Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Maldives,
Philippines, Samoa (on behalf of the Pacific small island developing States and
territories) and United States.

48. A representative of the World Health Organization also made a
statement.
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49.  Representatives of the following civil society organizations and other
entities made statements: Medical Services in the Pacific and Population
Foundation of India.

50.  Several representatives reiterated their countries’ commitment to
promoting sexual and reproductive health as outlined in the Programme of
Action of the International Conference on Population and Development and
shared information on national policies and plans for its implementation.
Achievements in improving maternal, child and reproductive health and in
meeting the need for modern contraceptive methods were noted.

51.  Several representatives emphasized the need to focus on adolescent
health care and shared information on measures taken in that regard. For
example, steps had been taken to establish national centres for providing health
services, including sexual and reproductive health services, for adolescents, to
create a supportive social environment and to enhance access to contraceptives.
The importance of offering a comprehensive sexuality education and of
educating men and boys on sexual and reproductive health issues was
underscored.

52. Some representatives stressed that making progress on sexual and
reproductive health and rights was fundamental to achieving gender equality.
One representative stressed the need to promote and protect the human rights
of all women, girls, persons with disabilities, sexual minorities and, in
particular, those facing multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination.
Another representative reported on the establishment of an advisory council to
provide strategic advice to the Government to improve the health outcomes of
women and girls and to actively examine and address gender bias in the health
system.

53.  More needed to be done to ensure universal access to health care and to
fully integrate sexual and reproductive health and rights, as well as long-term
care, into universal and integrated health-care systems. Some representatives
shared information on efforts made to engage educational institutions and
employers in implementing health policies. The importance of working with
communities in promoting healthy lifestyles and integrated care systems was
stressed, as was the importance of identifying long-term care needs early on
and of preventing disease, frailty and dementia.

54.  Violence against women, in particular those in marginalized situations
and experiencing intersecting forms of discrimination, had to be addressed.
The round table on ensuring equal access to and accessibility of sexual and
reproductive health services for persons with disabilities, held during the
sixteenth session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities, was recognized as a landmark event,
particularly given the increased risk of forced abortion and sterilization faced
by women and girls with disabilities.

55.  Several representatives shared information on efforts made to eliminate
harmful practices such as child marriage, including legal measures that
increased the age of marriage and viewed child marriage as a form of sexual
violence. They also reported on measures taken in the areas of skills
development and entrepreneurship and the use of cash incentives. One
representative noted that the introduction of legislation and increased access to
reproductive health education and economic opportunities for women had
contributed to a decline in child marriage.
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56.  Several representatives stressed the impact that climate change was
having on health systems, threatening health and livelihoods. While health
systems in general had to be strengthened and made more resilient to climate
change, a particular emphasis should be placed on reproductive, maternal,
newborn, child and adolescent services. In addition, there was a need for more
disaggregated data on how vulnerable populations were being affected by
climate-induced disasters and to engage women and girls in actions to adapt to
and mitigate the adverse effects of climate change.

57.  Several representatives underscored the value of collaboration and peer
learning across countries, multilateral institutions and the private sector to
promote sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights, healthy ageing
and the prevention and control of communicable and non-communicable
diseases.

58.  One representative noted that the documentation for the Seventh Asian
and Pacific Population Conference should have been aligned with the terms
and definitions in the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development, and he therefore expressed his objection to the

use of the words “sexual orientation”, “gender identity” and “intersectional
approach” in any part of the report on the Seventh Conference.

59.  Civil society representatives highlighted the importance of
community-based solutions and the need to look beyond the reproductive role
of women by taking a holistic approach to realizing women’s rights and
meeting their needs. Participants in the civil society and youth forums held on
13 and 14 November called upon Governments to ensure universal access to
high-quality contraceptives and to sexual and reproductive health services free
from stigma and discrimination, to decriminalize abortion and to amend laws
and policies that restricted the right to safe abortion.

Inequalities and social exclusion, and rights (agenda item 3 (c))

60.  The Conference heard a panel discussion that was moderated by the
Regional Director of the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the
Empowerment of Women (UN-Women) Asia-Pacific Regional Office. The
panellists were: Head of Strategy Management, Employees Provident Fund,
Malaysia, Ms. Balgais Yusoff; Member of the Committee on the Elimination
of Discrimination against Women, Ms. Bandana Rana; former Judge of the
High Court of Australia, Mr. Michael Kirby; and Programme Coordinator,
Asia-Pacific Mission for Migrants, Mr. Rey Asis.

61. The panellists highlighted the progress that had been made in
addressing inequalities, including through policymaking. They focused on the
social exclusion faced by certain groups, including women and girls in
vulnerable situations, older persons, persons with disabilities, migrants and
sexual minorities. Progress had been made in curbing violence and harmful
practices against women and girls, as well as against sexual minorities,
including by affirming legal rights.

62.  Efforts to address inequalities were, however, being hampered by
certain legal restrictions, harmful social norms, economic challenges, the
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, conflict and climate change. The
COVID-19 pandemic had highlighted social inequalities and the role of social
protection in addressing them, in particular in ageing societies.
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63.  The panellists recommended that all stakeholders with broad coalitions
become engaged in promoting change in legal frameworks in order to reduce
inequalities and end social exclusion. Enacting anti-discrimination legislation
was considered essential. Universal social protection, including for migrant
workers, covering different stages of the life cycle was highlighted as helpful
for addressing inequalities and social exclusion. A shift to universal social
protection was recommended, in particular in the light of demographic and
social challenges and as experience with targeted programmes had
demonstrated that several groups had been left out.

64.  Representatives of the following member States made statements:
Australia, Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of),
Japan, Malaysia, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Solomon Islands (on
behalf of the Pacific small island developing States and territories), Sri Lanka
and United States.

65.  Representatives of the following civil society organizations and other
entities made statements: Blue Diamond Society, United Nations Youth
Advisory Panel Mongolia and Youth Interfaith Forum on Sexuality Indonesia.

66.  Several representatives highlighted that ending social exclusion was
crucial for achieving sustainable development and that more needed to be done
through legislation, policies and practices. The adverse social and economic
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, including in terms of exacerbating
inequalities, as well as issues of social justice and inclusive development,
required a comprehensive and sustained effort involving Governments, civil
society organizations and international and regional partners.

67. The Conference stressed the importance of social protection in
addressing inequalities and noted the achievements that had been made in
implementing social protection schemes, including schemes to promote
gender-responsive budgeting and tracking and social protection programmes
tailored to vulnerable groups. Progress had also been made in terms of national
old-age insurance, basic or social pension programmes and disability and
single-parent allowances, as well as in empowering older persons at the
community level.

68.  Several representatives stressed that providing inclusive and universal
health-care services, including for marginalized groups, was crucial for
improving maternal and child health and access to sexual and reproductive
health services.

69.  Several representatives acknowledged that, despite the efforts made,
inequalities and social exclusion persisted and manifested themselves in
uneven access to education, digital technology and health-care services and in
poverty. People in vulnerable situations, in particular women, children, persons
with disabilities and older persons, faced barriers and discrimination in
accessing public services and were subject to violence and abuse. Several
representatives noted that the intersecting factors of age, gender and disability
status, among others, contributed to making some people more vulnerable and
called for the adoption of multifaceted approaches to address those factors,
including by extending social protection.

70.  Some representatives recognized that, while women played a vital role
in the economic, political, social, cultural and environmental spheres, they still
experienced gender-based discrimination and faced violence and other gender-
related pressures. Representatives reported on efforts made to support and
protect women from violence by developing laws and regulations, providing
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integrated support and assistance and facilitating access to social services and
bank accounts. Governments were urged to pass laws to end child marriage,
which was identified as a root cause of gender disparities.

71.  Some representatives reported on improvements in their countries’
education systems and on school feeding programmes, which had led to
improved nutrition and better education outcomes. One representative reported
on the school enrolment of refugees and undocumented children.

72.  Several representatives reported on the development of programmes to
assist marginalized populations such as migrants, the urban poor, persons with
disabilities, transgender persons, populations particularly vulnerable to the
adverse effects of climate change, populations living in rural and remote areas
and Indigenous peoples. During the COVID-19 pandemic, many migrant
workers did not have access to social protection. Two representatives stressed
the importance of promoting inclusion and protecting the rights of
marginalized groups, including persons with disabilities and sexual minorities.

73.  While noting that some progress had been achieved, several
representatives recommended strengthening national data collection and
statistical systems at all levels of government in order to provide reliable,
disaggregated and internationally comparable statistics. They also
recommended strengthening regional cooperation to harmonize the collection
and analysis of population and development data for evidence-based
policymaking. The importance of collecting disaggregated data on vulnerable
groups, including data on disability status, was noted.

74.  Some representatives expressed support for Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) projects on population ageing,
women’s empowerment, unpaid care work and persons with disabilities.

75.  One representative called for countries’ chosen development paths to
be respected and safeguarded, for strengthened cooperation and
multilateralism that promoted the exchange of talent, finance and technology
and for the United Nations to play a greater role, including through regional
cooperation platforms such as that provided by ESCAP.

76.  Representatives of civil society stressed that gender-based violence
continued not to be addressed adequately and spoke of the detrimental impacts
of discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity. Harmful
social norms had to be eradicated and progressive policy reforms and
anti-discriminatory legislation needed to be introduced.

Partnerships and regional cooperation (agenda item 3 (d))

77.  The Conference heard a panel discussion that was moderated by the
Director of the ESCAP Social Development Division. The panellists were:
Senior Adviser for Advocacy and Engagement of the International
Development Association, Ms. Dorodi Sharma; Senior Research Fellow at the
China Population and Development Research Center, Ms. Mengjun Tang;
Ambassador and Deputy Permanent Representative of Honduras to the United
Nations and Chair of the fifty-seventh session of the Commission on
Population and Development, Ms. Noemi Ruth Espinoza Madrid; and Deputy
Executive Director of the National Statistics Office of Georgia, Mr. Paata
Shavishvili.
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78.  The panellists noted that demographic dynamics, including population
ageing and urbanization, as well as issues around sexual and reproductive
health, required putting people at the centre of development. Political will,
partnerships across sectors and the engagement of stakeholders, including
Governments, civil society organizations and academic institutions, were
crucial for ensuring the well-being of all people.

79.  Technical cooperation, for example in terms of capacity-building and
international cooperation, could be aimed at making progress in data collection
and analysis, including through the use of technology. Better data could, in
turn, provide valuable input for the formulation of people-centred population
policies. While progress had been made, several challenges remained. For
example, there were gaps, including with regard to disaggregation by gender
and disability, and insufficient data on infrastructure, health (notably on
maternal and child health for health system planning), educational outcomes
and human capital development. Data limitations hindered progress, weakened
both decision-making processes and the associated outcomes and resulted in
inadequate capacities to prepare for the impacts of climate change and plan for
greater sustainability.

80.  The panellists recommended that regional cooperation be promoted to
support the harmonization of statistical methodologies, facilitate the
comparability of data between countries and enhance the exchange of good
practices. In particular, more needed to be done to strengthen the collection of
data on persons with disabilities, who were among the most marginalized. They
also recommended that Governments adopt more holistic population agendas,
making use of bilateral or multilateral platforms and ensuring the inclusion of
diverse stakeholders. Intergenerational solidarity and demographic foresight
were going to be crucial as the region prepared for the Summit of the Future,
to be held in New York on 22 and 23 September 2024.

81.  Representatives of the following member States made statements:
Bangladesh, India, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Japan, Malaysia, Pakistan,
Philippines, Sri Lanka and United States. The representative of the Cook
Islands also made a statement (on behalf of the Pacific small island developing
States and territories).

82.  Representatives of the following civil society organizations and other
entities made statements: Asian Population Association, International
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, SPEAK Trust, United
Nations Youth Advisory Panel Mongolia and Women’s Rehabilitation Centre.

83.  Several representatives noted that partnerships and regional
cooperation, including South-South and triangular cooperation, were essential
for learning lessons and sharing knowledge on population and development
challenges, including climate change, and expressed their commitment to
engaging with civil society on development initiatives. The following were
identified as key challenges: human resources development; population ageing
and the increase in associated care needs; trafficking in women and children
for sexual exploitation and forced labour; gender-based violence and child
marriage; universal health coverage and sexual and reproductive health and
rights; and climate change and natural disasters, as well as the forced
displacement caused by such phenomena.

84.  Many representatives noted that initiatives and good practices had been
implemented to address population and development issues and that
collaboration with development partners, financial support and technical
cooperation had been crucial elements of all those efforts.
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85.  Some representatives underscored the particular benefits of subregional
groupings, strategies and frameworks for addressing challenges and finding
solutions. These included the Framework for Pacific Regionalism, the
2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent, the 2015 Yanuca Island
Declaration on health in Pacific small island developing States and territories,
the Pacific Leaders Gender Equality Declaration, the Pacific Framework for
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Kuala Lumpur Declaration on
Ageing: Empowering Older Persons in ASEAN and the Economic Research
Institute for ASEAN and East Asia.

86.  Several representatives called upon the global community to strengthen
dialogue on climate change and to commit to taking action for the planet, for a
shared future and for the generations to come. In that regard, regional
cooperation and collaborative partnerships among nations were needed to
develop a unified and effective global response, including by adopting
inclusive, innovative and sustainable approaches, sharing research findings and
bringing together diverse perspectives and areas of expertise.

87.  Civil society representatives too underscored the need to promote
partnerships and collaboration, which were essential for addressing conflicts
and climate-related crises; promoting inclusion and access to health services,
in particular as humanitarian needs increased; and focusing more on vulnerable
populations, including migrants, many of whom lacked access to sexual and
reproductive health services and HIV services and faced discrimination with
regard to both labour and health rights in sending and receiving countries.
Furthermore, civil society representatives called upon Governments to abolish
discriminatory health policies and to foster regional cooperation with a view to
stopping the criminalization of and attacks on women human rights defenders,
including those working on gender, sexuality, comprehensive sexuality
education and the right to work. Noting the role of women as caregivers for
older persons and other family members, civil society representatives
recommended that flexible working hours and integrated approaches that
aimed to ensure a good standard of living and to protect human dignity be given
greater attention.

Other matters (agenda item 4)

88.  Prior to the adoption of the report, a representative of the Islamic
Republic of Iran delivered an explanation of position.!

Adoption of the report on the Conference (agenda number 5)

89.  The report on the Seventh Asian and Pacific Population Conference
was adopted on 17 November 2023.
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The full text of the statement is available from
www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/event-documents/IR_7APPC_Item4.pdf.
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