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India to overtake China as the world’s most populous country  
 

China and India are facing divergent demographic futures. India’s population is 
projected to grow for several decades, whereas China’s population has recently begun 
to decline. The latest projections from UN DESA indicate that in April 2023, India’s 
population is expected to surpass that of China. 
 
 
WHAT Press briefing  
 
WHO John Wilmoth, Director, Population Division, UN Department of Economic 

and Social Affairs (UN DESA) 
 
Sara Hertog, Senior Population Affairs Officer, Population Division, UN 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

 
WHEN Monday, 24 April, 12:30 pm EDT  

    
   WHERE UN Press Briefing Room, S-237 

(Live on http://webtv.un.org ) 
 
 
More information is available in UN DESA Policy Brief No. 153: India overtakes China 
as the world’s most populous country, available at 
https://www.bit.ly/UNDESA_PolicyBrief 
 
For information: World Population Prospects 2022 
 
Hashtags: #UNPopulation #PeopleOfTomorrrow #SDGs #GlobalGoals 
 
Media contacts (interviews available upon request):  
Sharon Birch, UN Department of Global Communications, birchs@un.org 
Helen Rosengren, UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, rosengrenh@un.org 

 


