COMMISSION ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT

i et Population, education and sustainable development

10 - 14 April 2023 | New York | www.unpopulation.org

13 APRIL 2023

EXPERT PANEL ON THE PROGRAMME OF WORK IN POPULATION

Biographies of experts

Ayaga A. Bawah is Director of Regional Institute for
Population Studies, University of Ghana, and Research
Affiliate of the Population Studies Center, University of
Pennsylvania. He has expertise in population and health
research, including reproductive health and family planning,
and maternal and child health. He is a member of Ghana's
Food and Drugs Authority’s Technical Advisory Committee on
Clinical Trials (TAC-CT), member of the International Union
for the Scientific Study of Population, Union for African
Population Studies, and the Population Association of
America. He has previously served as Assistant Professor at
Columbia University’s Mailman School of Public Health, New
York.

Piedad Urdinola Contreras is the General Director of the
National Administrative Department of Statistics — DANE,
Colombia’s National Statistics Office. She is an expert in
quantitative demography with research focus on Latin
America. Her research interests include mortality and human
health, adolescent fertility, and intergenerational transfers.
She was an associate professor at the Department of
Statistics of the Universidad Nacional for 16 years. She has
also served as Director of the Demographic and
Epidemiological Observatory of the Andean Area (ODEAN),
and as co-founder and co-director of the Human Mortality
Database of Latin America.
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Elzbieta Gotata is Professor of Economics and Vice-Rector for
Research and International Relations at the Poznan University
of Economics and Business. She is President of the Committee
on Demographic Studies of the Polish Academy of Sciences
since 2020. She serves on various councils and committees,
including on the Scientific Statistical Council appointed by the
President of the Central Statistical Office of Poland, and the
Polish Statistical Association. Her research interests include
population ageing, labour markets, social statistics, statistics
for small areas, and quality assessment of statistical data,
including population census.

Mohammad Mainul Islam is a professor, Department of
Population Sciences of the University of Dhaka, Bangladesh.
He serves on the Population Expert Group/Committee in the
Ministry of Planning in Bangladesh since November 2017. He
is an Associate Editor of the Journal of Population and
Development. His research focuses on reproductive health,
population and development, global health, population and
health policies and programs in Bangladesh, child and youth
population, and social demography. He has previously served
on several national technical committees and projects,
including the Task Team of Action Report on Population and
Development of Bangladesh, the Bangladesh Population and
Housing Census-2021 Project, and the project on
Strengthening Environment, Climate Change, and Disaster
Statistics.
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