
Leading up to a Common Agenda
Overview & main outcomes of the Transforming Education Summit (TES)
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The Transforming Education Summit (TES), convened during the 77th session of the United Nations General Assembly in New York (16, 17, and 19 September 2022) was the first big milestone of the UN Secretary-General’s Our Common Agenda. It aimed at elevating education to the top of the global political agenda and mobilizing action, ambition, solidarity, and solutions to recover pandemic-related learning losses, address global challenges, and sow the seeds to transform education in a rapidly changing world.
 
The Summit was the culmination of months of collaboration, consultations, and partnerships. As the lead agency for education and SDG 4, UNESCO served as the Summit Secretariat driving the preparatory process, putting in place an extensive engagement process with Member States between February and September 2022. This included in total eight information meetings with Permanent Delegations to UNESCO in Paris and with Permanent Missions to the United Nations in New York. 




Main Summit outcomes

More than 2,000 participants attended over the 3-day Summit

1. Commitments made at highest level

2. National commitments mobilized through broad national

consultation processes:

3. A set of concrete initiatives launched with calls to action

4. Six Global Initiatives launched:
• Greening Education: Getting every learner climate-ready
• Gateways to public Digital Learning 
• Advancing Gender Equality and Girls’ 

and Women’s Empowerment
• Addressing education in crisis situations
• Foundational Learning – addressing the learning crisis
• Transforming the Financing of Education 
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More than 2000 participants attended over the 3-day programme of the Transforming Education Summit. 

Four main takeaways from the Summit as its major outcomes:

First, the commitment of Heads of State and Governments to transforming education: During the Leaders Day, 65 Heads of State and Governments shared their national visions and statements of commitment to transform education.

Second, prior to the Summit, 155 countries convened national consultations, bringing together leaders, teachers, students, civil society, and other stakeholders, while 119 national consultation reports and 116 written national statement of commitment were submitted to the TES Secretariat. 

Almost all countries expressed the renewed commitment to mitigate the impacts of the COVID-19 educational disruptions. The majority underlined the need to strengthen resilience of education systems and addressing educational exclusions. Many also highlighted the need to address issues related to teachers, curriculum renewal, climate change adaptation and digital learning and skills. Over one third of countries set time-bound targets to maintain or increase domestic funds in light of the international benchmarks.

Nearly half of the countries prioritized measures to address learning loss
A third of countries committed to supporting the psycho-social well-being of both students and teachers 
Two in three countries referenced measures to offset the direct and indirect costs of education for economically vulnerable communities
75% of countries underlined the importance of gender-sensitive education policies




SG Vision Statement

The pursuit of gender equality and the rights of women and girls remains a crucial goal of the international community 

and education is also critical to this endeavor. Education systems can put in place essential equity, inclusive and non-

discriminatory measures to support girls. They should remove all legal and other barriers, such as the ban on secondary 

education for girls that is causing untold suffering in Afghanistan. They should also include an age-appropriate and 

gender-sensitive curriculum for all that addresses gender-based prejudice, norms, or stereotypes, empowers and 

equips learners to combat violence against women, and ensure sexual and reproductive health. 
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The SG’s Vision Statement highlighted the need for and importance of ensuring that education systems include curricula that are age-appropriate and gender-sensitive and address gender-based prejudice, norms, or stereotypes, while empowering and equipping learners to combat violence against women as well as ensure sexual and reproductive health. 

This is the first time that an education related statement (?) has focused on this imperative for addressing gender equality through evidence-based curricular interventions in the education system. 



Main outcomes: Public engagement and mobilization

• Youth Forum held during Pre-Summit @UNESCO HQ in Paris and 
Youth-led mobilization day during Summit in New York

• The Youth Declaration - a first-of-its-kind document presenting 
the collective vision, demands, and commitments from youth on 
transforming education launched during the Summit. 

• Several months of youth consultations engaging nearly half a 
million youth from over 170 countries
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Youth played a prominent and impressive role throughout. 

Following the Youth Forum held during the Pre-Summit at UNESCO HQs, in New York, the Mobilization Day on 16 September, young people engaged in intergenerational dialogues on actions needed to transform education. 

Building on youth engagement throughout the Summit process, youth advocates shared a Youth Declaration with the UN Secretary-General, laying out their collective recommendations on the transformation they want to see, along with their commitments for action on education.  

This Declaration was the culmination of a consultations engaging nearly half a million youth from over 170 countries. The Secretary General called on UN partners to move from consulting youth to considering them as real partners and actually giving them a seat at the table. Young people have clearly called for gender-transformative and quality comprehensive sexuality education to be provided through and beyond schools.




Global Initiative: Advancing Gender Equality and Girls’ and Women’s Empowerment

Builds on the work on Action Track 1 –
Inclusive, equitable, safe and healthy 
schools
Some highlights of relevance:

- cross-sectoral collaboration
- focussed interventions for girls to 

ensure 12 years of education, 
- challenge gender norms, and address 

boys’ disengagement

“Ensure safe, gender-transformative and 
inclusive learning spaces, including school-

based water, sanitation and menstrual 
hygiene management facilities, education 

programmes and mechanisms to prevent and 
respond to school-related gender-based 
violence, and comprehensive sexuality 

education.” 
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Builds on the work on Action Track 1 – nclusive, equitable, safe and healthy, 



Initiative to bring together all commitments on gender and education – building around the Call to Action



What do these outcomes mean for CPD & the focus on education, population and sustainable 
development?

• Inter-relationship between education, health 
and well-being – healthy and happy learners 
learn better

• Sexual and gender norms and school health 
and nutrition – critical to protect and 
promote health and well-being

• Must include education for health and well-
being (skills-based), and safe, inclusive school 
environment

• Stereotypes, internalisation of ‘social rules’ 
about relationships, including imbalanced 
power dynamics between girls and boys, 
takes place by age 10 years

• One key place to respond to issues of health 
and well-being: schools
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As we have heard – there is an inter-relationship between education, health and well-being and we know that happy and health learners have better educational outcomes. 
The evidence we have demonstrates that sexual and gender norms need to be addressed in school, alongside promoting good health, nutrition and well-being.
We also know that we need to build the skills of learners on sexual and reproductive health while providing them with safe and inclusive school environments
This education needs to come in early if we want to address gender inequality because by the age of 10, gender norms are well-entrenched 




Population matters that relate to education: the world we live in today

• Ten million unintended pregnancies each year among adolescent
girls aged 15–19, signifying end of education for many

• 3 million girls aged 15–19 undergo unsafe abortions every year
• Complications from pregnancy and childbirth are leading cause of

death for girls aged 15–19, globally
• HIV affects adolescent girls and young women disproportionately;

young girls in sub-Saharan Africa 2 to 7 times more likely to be
infected with HIV than young men

• 1 in 4 ever-married/partnered adolescent girls aged 15–19
estimated to have been subjected to physical and/or sexual
violence from an intimate partner at least once in their lifetime



Evidence & benefits of sexuality education

• provides young people with knowledge, skills and attitudes to develop 
and sustain positive, healthy relationships, protect themselves from 
unsafe situations, and learn and realise their full right to education

• equips and empowers them with accurate and evidence-based 
information about human sexuality, sexual and reproductive health, 
gender equality & human rights, including family life and interpersonal 
relationships, gender-based violence (GBV) and harmful practices

• develops life skills, including Social and Emotional 
Learning (SEL) skills that encourage critical thinking, 
communication and negotiation, as well as decision-
making and assertiveness

• young girls and boys learn to treat each other with 
respect and dignity from an early age, and uphold 
universal values of equality, love and kindness
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While we know this evidence, we must continue to bear in mind that CSE by itself is not a silver bullet. 



What CSE is truly about



Thank you
Learn more: www.unesco.org/education

@UNESCO

Joanna Herat, Senior Programme Specialist
UNESCO

j.herat@unesco.org

http://www.unesco.org/education
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