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Thank you, Mr. President, the United States wishes to thank you, our co-
facilitators – El Salvador and the Netherlands – and all member states for the 
collaboration in reaching consensus on this resolution. We are pleased that this 
year’s outcome document advances the importance of sustained and economic 
growth in the implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action and elevates the 
linkages between human rights, gender equality, health and wellbeing, including 
sexual and reproductive health, reproductive rights, and economic empowerment. 
Given the challenges of the COVID-19, we support the resolution’s spotlight on 
the unique burden experienced by women and girls in all their diversity. 
 
The resolution’s focus on youth and the contributions of the expert panels, speaks 
critically to the urgency of their meaningful inclusion and provides an important 
bridge to next year’s thematic focus on education. We must continue to build on 
the Commission’s body of work with the most recent dedicated resolution in 2012 
on adolescent and youth forming the basis of our consideration. 
 
The United States reaffirms its strong support for the Addis Ababa Action Agenda 
and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and our commitment to their 
full implementation. Although we sometimes differ on the best methods and 
mechanisms for implementation, we all agree on the value and importance of the 
Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
While the United States acknowledges the UN system increasingly uses the term 
“illicit financial flows,” we continue to have concerns that this term lacks an 
agreed-upon international definition. 
 
We underscore our position that trade language, negotiated or adopted by the 
General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council or under their auspices, 
has no relevance for U.S. trade policy, for our trade obligations or commitments, or 
for the agenda at the WTO, including discussions or negotiations in that forum. 
While the UN and WTO share common interests, they have different roles, rules, 
and memberships. Similarly, this includes calls to adopt approaches that may 



undermine incentives for innovation, such as technology transfer that is not both 
voluntary and on mutually agreed terms. 
 
On the “right to development,” our views about that are long-standing and well 
known. The “right to development” is not recognized in any of the core UN human 
rights conventions, and, in any case, the term lacks an internationally agreed upon 
meaning. 
 
In closing, we look forward to our full and collaborative engagement at the 56th 
Session of the Commission next year. Thank you. 


