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•       Thank you to the Chair and other members of the Bureau for convening this important meeting. The UK 
highly values the important work of the Commission on Population and Development as the follow-up on 
the International Conference on Population and Development Programme of Action and subsequent 
review conferences. 
  

•       The ICPD Global Review in 2014 and the Nairobi Summit in 2019 clearly showed that there is a lot of work 
ahead of us – and there is a strong appetite amongst member states and civil society to drive forward 
action to fully realise sexual and reproductive health and rights. There are great opportunities to better 
link up the ICPD PoA and the SDGs to connect the mutually reinforcing nature of development and sexual 
and reproductive health and rights, as the realisation of all human rights are an essential condition for 
sustainable development.  
  

•       In regards to Agenda Item 5, UK would like to take this opportunity to address the three questions 
included in the Secretariat note on the future role and organization of the Commission. On question 1, the 
UK would welcome further expert technical reports and documentation that highlight best practices being 
done to implement the ICPD Programme of Action and the outcomes of its review conferences. This could 
include greater coherence between the SDGs and PoA including tracking ICPD related aspects in VNRs. 
  

•       On question 2, the UK supports a data-driven, multi-stakeholder and inclusive process to ensure that the 
Commission discusses significant barriers and trends that impact the implementation of the ICPD PoA. We 
must increase availability of and access to high quality gender disaggregated data. Now more than ever 
with the secondary impacts of COVID-19, we must ensure we are thoroughly measuring ICPD 
implementation to enable us to more quickly address stagnating progress. 
  

•       On question 3, UK would very much welcome a stronger technical and evidence-based approach to policy 
development in relation to the ICPD implementation and would encourage engagement of regional 
Economic and Social Commissions and UNFPA country offices in preparing for the session. UK remains in 
favour for the Commission to produce a negotiated outcome of every session. Outcomes are used at 
country level to guide  action and policy development, and provide crucial direction for UN agencies. 
Outcomes that are negotiated are important for the political commitment to the ICPD agenda, monitoring 
its progress and driving action to fulfil the IPCD commitments. Chair's summaries do not have the same 
gravity and do not provide the agencies with the concrete direction needed to increase the momentum on 
this agenda. However, we believe further analysis of the working methods, and exploration of the linkages 
to other reform processes, namely ECOSOC reform, should lead the commission to delay taking a decision 
before the 54th Session. We would welcome the Commission reviewing all options of achieving and 
adopting an outcome, including by voting and options for providing explanation of position on the 
resolution. Consensus remains the preferred outcome.  However, due to the lack of consensus in the past 
few years, the Commission should consider all options at its disposal in order to ensure critical progress on 
implementing the ICPD. 

  
•       Lastly, the UK would like to note the importance and valuable contribution of non-governmental 

organizations and other civil society actors towards the implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action. 
We would welcome an additional meeting by the Bureau to hear from the CSO community on their 



thoughts on the CPD methods of work. In addition, we would like to ensure that NGOs have an 
meaningful voice at the 54th session, and all future sessions. 
  

•       We applaud the Chair for undertaking this complex task, and will continue to work with Member States to 
collectively determine the best way forward for the Commission. UK has been, and will continue to be, a 
strong and vocal advocate for the full, effective and accelerated implementation of the ICPD Programme 
of Action and the outcomes of its review conferences. 

  
 


