
 
 
The Commission is, at present, the only intergovernmental forum within the United Nations dedicated 
to the implementation of the Programme of Action of the 1994 International Conference on Population 
and Development, thus why it is key for its improvement to focus on better assisting Member States, 
along with the international community, in advancing the agenda set forth in the Programme of Action, 
as well as striving for the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
The restoration and safeguarding of the CPD is of vital importance to developing countries, and so, 
with this in mind, here are recommendations to improve the Commission in order to drive forward the 
ICPD agenda:  
 
 
1. An adoption of guidelines should be installed which calls for individual Member States' views on 
sexual and reproductive health and rights, as well as on national sovereignty, to be respected as 
these are two of the primary areas where strong disagreement often derails consensus. 

- Implement credible parameters so that commonly contested language and issues are cut out 
of the deliberations in order to streamline the process in gaining broad consensus, as well as 
formulating guidelines to ensure transparency is established from the outset of negotiations.  

- Install mechanisms so that when there are strong disagreements such issues can be 
discontinued swiftly. This will help refocus CPD on issues with broad, Member State-driven 
consensus. 

 
 
2. Negotiated outcomes should remain upon an annual basis consistent with only consensual 
language. Any selective focus on consistently proven controversial issues should be abandoned as 
this will only lead to further difficulties and a less productive CPD. 
 
 
3.The production of a zero draft that does not contain controversial language should be considered. A 
zero draft that does not contain language that has continuously obstructed consensus in former years. 
This zero draft, from its primary stages, should also include the ICPD’s sovereignty clause. Inclusion 
of the sovereignty clause contained within the ICPD not only reflects the robust nature of the ICPD, 
but also indicates an intent desire to achieve consensus. 
 
 
5. UNFPA’s role in striving for non-consensus language must be reduced as efforts by UNFPA often 
lead delegations to take positions that stand in direct conflict with national laws. This is a primary 
reason as to why outcomes do not result in consensus. The sovereign right of Member States must 
be respected if consensus is the desired result. 
 
 
The primary focus should be on why consensus is not being achieved. The continual insistence upon 
controversial agendas most often prevents Members from establishing consensus. Where focus 
should be is upon the much needed shift in the UN’s approach towards absolute respect for the views 
and positions of Member States rather than upon the Commission’s well established mechanisms 
which are set up with ample provisions to achieve successful outcomes at present and in future. 


