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Good morning, Mr./Madam Chair, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen. We are grateful 

for this opportunity and I am proud to represent the World Youth Alliance, a coalition of young people 

throughout the world who are dedicated to promoting and protecting the dignity of all human beings 

through policy, culture and education. 

 

We recognize that dignity is the basis for all human rights and we affirm that human beings are at 

the center of all concerns about sustainable development.  All human beings have the potential to be 

creative and productive problem-solvers. At the heart of developing this potential is equal educational 

opportunities and accountable institutions that form and shape us in solidarity with others. 

 

First among these institutions is the family, which the Commission should recognize and affirm 

as the fundamental social unit, where people are able to fulfill their social obligations. Families are able to 

provide food, shelter, and education to each other, even in the most difficult circumstances. Therefore, we 

call on Member States to pursue policies that promote the healthy growth of the family. When it comes to 

mitigating the negative impacts that the COVID-19 pandemic has brought upon the world, especially in 

developing countries, it is the family that needs strengthening in order to provide opportunities for 

education and the authentic development of each child. 

 

Education and maternal health services allow women to make the choices that are best for their 

family, and take full control of their fertility with the knowledge required to make such decisions. Family 

planning programs must respect local needs and customs, while empowering women and families to 

achieve healthy outcomes. This is why we are excited to promote FEMM and other knowledge-based 

approaches to women's reproductive health. FEMM engages women in the understanding of their bodies, 

and then links them to medical support to diagnose and treat root causes. This respects the dignity of 

women and families while empowering them to be agents in the choice and use of their own healthcare. 

In addition to providing these needed programs that respond to the real unmet need of women and 

families, WYA firmly and fully rejects abortion as an element of reproductive health. Abortion ends one 

life and harms another and can never be part of a healthcare system that supports human dignity. Focusing 

solely on contraceptive use does not address the needs of women who want to control their fertility 

without using contraceptives and controversial policies, such as abortion, should never be promoted as 

part of reproductive health. To meet the needs of all women, we call on Member States to include fertility 

awareness methods of family planning, which is rooted in scientific knowledge about female fertility and 

has been proven to be effective. 
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When the family thrives, and people are able to flourish, then sustainable development can be 

achieved. Human beings are the earth’s greatest resource, and increasing access to human capital will 

hasten the pace at which sustainable development is achieved. To that end, we call on the Commission to 

promote policies that promote the human dignity of every person, because people are at the center of 

sustainable development.  

 

Thank you. 

 


