
                                                 

Planting for the future - Food security and innovative agriculture 
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Last year has been a year of unprecedented urgency and great opportunity.  The planet is 

warming at a record rate, many developing countries, in Africa and beyond, suffer from 

drought, and famine is affecting a record number of people.  The 54TH Session of the 

Commission on Population and Development, focusing on population, food security, nutrition 

and sustainable development, along with the upcoming UNFCCC COP26 in Glasgow expected 

in November, and the Food Systems Summit expected in 2021, provide us an opportunity to 

draw a strong connection between food security and climate action. 

Research suggests that achieving the SDGs can open up market opportunities worth USD 12 

trillion in major economic areas namely in the food and agriculture sector. The sector of food 

and agriculture is a backbone pillar of the real economy and employs a large number of people 

especially in countries of the Global South. Hence, climate action and food security offer 

compelling business cases, plus opportunities to drive the transformation of markets and 

industries towards a more inclusive and sustainable future. 

In this side event, taking place on the day the planet celebrates “Earth Day”, the Permanent 

Missions of Israel and Morocco to the United Nations will bring together experts in the fields 

of agriculture, climate and water management.  The speakers will help us see where we are, 

where we are headed, and what actions we can take with the tools we already have.  In fact, 

as you will hear, large-scale changes are already happening. 



One large-scale initiative, Adaptation of African Agriculture, was launched by Morocco at the 

2016 COP22 in Marrakech. The “AAA” initiative involves 38 African countries, especially from 

the Sahel region, where severe drought and desert locusts have sharply increased humanitarian 

need.  The initiative is an important response not only to climate change but also to food 

insecurity and was endorsed by the African Union as a major tool for channeling climate finance 

and for implementing projects to enable African agriculture to cope with climate change. By 

improving the living conditions of vulnerable farmers and promoting employment in 

agriculture, more is achieved to scale up adaptation practices to climate change, to build the 

capacity of small and medium agriculture and to channel financial flows to the most vulnerable 

farmers.  

Meanwhile, Israel is bringing more efficient agricultural practices, technology and water 

solutions to farmers around the world.  As a country located in the most water scarce region 

in the world, Israel was able to develop innovative and sustainable technologies and methods. 

Even with years of droughts and water shortages, Israel now have a water surplus. Israeli 

startups, companies, NGO’s and academia as well as MASHAV, Israel’s Agency for International 

Development Cooperation, are working with both farmers and agriculture ministries to reduce 

water use in arid climates, introduce improved crop varieties, and increase yield. 

GROWING MORE WITH LESS INPUT– IN LAND, WATER, FERTILIZER AND PESTICIDES – IS CRITICAL!   

The speakers will also connect many current agricultural practices, including excessive water 

use, agricultural waste, and destructive land use, with their harmful effect on the global 

environment. 

Access to safe food is another area of concern, but one that must be addressed sustainably.  It 

requires sound agricultural principles and financial and institutional support. 

The speakers will touch on all these interdependent areas.  We expect that this thought-

provoking event will be a starting point for conversations and action outside the walls of the 

UN. 



 Speakers 

 

Dr. Agnes Kalibata is the UN Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for 2021 Food Systems 
Summit. 

Dr. Kalibata works with the United Nations System and key partners to provide leadership, guidance and 

strategic direction for the 2021 Food Systems Summit. She is responsible for outreach and cooperation 

with key leaders, including governments, to ensure that the Summit serves as a catalytic process within the 

Decade of Action to improve food systems around the world, and to deliver on the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Agreement.  Born in Rwanda to smallholder farmers displaced 

during the struggle for independence in the early 1960s, Dr. Kalibata was raised in a refugee camp in 

Uganda, where her parents grew beans and maize, and kept cows. The education of Dr. Kalibata and her 

siblings was funded through the family’s income from agriculture, ultimately allowing her to study 

entomology and biochemistry at Makerere University before earning her Ph.D from the University of 

Massachusetts Amherst. After graduating, Dr. Kalibata joined the International Institute of Tropical 

Agriculture (IITA) at Kawanda Agricultural Research Institute, where she started a career as a research 

scientist through a combination of research and study between IITA and Makerere University, and the IITA 

and University of Massachusetts, before returning to Rwanda to become the Minister of Agriculture and 

Animal Resources (MINAGRI) from 2008 to 2014. During this time, Dr. Kalibata led programs that supported 

smallholders like her parents and helped the country recover from the continued impact of the 1994 

genocide on food security. The success of Dr. Kalibata’s tenure as agriculture minister contributed towards 

moving her country from a food insecure to a food secure status, becoming a reference point for other 

countries that sought to deliver agricultural transformation. Since 2014, Dr. Kalibata has also served as 

President of the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA), where she leads the organization’s efforts 

with public and private partners to ensure a food secure and prosperous Africa through rapid, sustainable 

agricultural growth, improving the productivity and livelihoods of millions of smallholder farmers in Africa. 

Dr. Kalibata has a distinguished track record as an agricultural scientist, policymaker and thought leader. 

She has been awarded the Yara Prize, now the Africa Food Prize; an Honorary Doctorate from the University 

of Liège; an Honorary Doctorate from McGill University; and the Public Welfare Medal of the National 

Academy of Sciences for her work to drive Africa’s agricultural transformation through modern sciences 

and effective policy. 

 

 

 

Mr. Mohamed Methqal is Ambassador Director General of the Morocco Agency for 

International Cooperation (AMCI). 

Born on May 11, 1978 in Rabat, Mr. Mohamed Methqal was appointed by His Majesty King Mohammed VI 

on June 23, 2016 as Ambassador Director General of the Morocco Agency for International Cooperation 

(AMCI). Since his appointment, Mr. Methqal has been coordinating Morocco’s international humanitarian 

assistance through the implementation of many Royal initiatives, in close coordination with the Ministry of 



Foreign Affairs.  These activities include the preparation and expediting of many emergency donations 

(medical and pharmaceutical products, logistics equipment and primary foods) to more than 40 countries 

covering Africa, the Middle-East, Latin America, the Caribbean and Asia. He also worked on implementing 

Morocco’s cooperation projects in health, agriculture, fisheries and education in partner countries mainly 

in Africa, the Middle-East and Latin America.  In addition, in October 2020, Mr. Methqal become a member 

of the Advisory Group of the Central Emergency Fund (CERF) of the United Nations, and since October 2019 

he has been elected President of the Network of South-South Cooperation Actors (RAFSUD) at the 

International Organization of Francophonie (OIF). Prior to this, Mr. Methqal was for three years special 

advisor to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, where he was in charge of new economic 

diplomacy, cooperation and international development. He was also Chief of Staff of the President of 

COP22. Previously, Mr. Methqal wassenior advisor to the Minister of Economy and Finance in Morocco, 

where heprovided consulting and advisory services to Governments, Corporations and Business Leaders 

since 2004drawing on hiswork in strategy and management consulting during six years at international 

consulting firms based in Paris for which he also contributed to develop their Morocco branch and their 

activities in West Africa. During his career, he has advised many companies and investors on strategic 

projects in Europe, Morocco and sub-Saharan African countries. Mr. Methqal began his career in 2000 as a 

research assistant at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Lausanne. He also co-founded two 

innovative start-ups and is a winner of the 2003 NETS Prize, awarded to the 15 most promising young 

entrepreneurs in Switzerland. He graduated with an engineering diploma from the Swiss Federal Institute 

of Technology in Lausanne (EPFL) and holds an MBA from College des Ingénieurs in Paris and a Certificate 

in Entrepreneurship from Babson College, USA. He is fluent in Arabic, French and English. 

 

 

Ambassador Eynat Shlein is the Head of MASHAV, Israel’s International Development 

Agency, and a Deputy Director General in the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  

Ambassador Eynat Shlein is the Head of MASHAV, Israel’s International Development agency and a Deputy 

Director General in the Israeli ministry of Foreign Affairs.  Born and raised in Israel, she joined the Foreign 

Service as a career diplomat in 1992, specializing in the Middle East region, Israeli-Arab relations and 

American affairs, promoting dialog and understanding in the region. She was posted twice in Jordan, 

recently as ambassador (2015-2017) and in various senior positions, in Washington DC and Boston, as well 

as in the Israeli Foreign ministry. Those include Deputy Director General for African Affairs, deputy head of 

the Policy Research Center and director of the Department for North African and Levant Affairs. 

She holds a master in Public Administration (2000), Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, 

Cambridge, MA, USA. Major area of concentration: Negotiation and Conflict Resolution., and Bachelor 

degree in Middle Eastern History, magna cum laude (1991), Tel Aviv University, Israel. 

  

 


