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UN CPD54 

Distinguished Delegates, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my pleasure to address this honorable audience as the Minister of Agriculture and 
Forestry of Turkey.  

The number of hungry and malnourished people is on the rise due to conflicts of nations, 
COVID-19 and climate change.  

Especially Covid-19 pandemics has reminded us that agriculture is the most important 
sector for humanity.  

And, the only way we can feed 10 billion people by 2050 is to enhance the sustainability of 
food systems.  

On the other hand, as it is well known that the food production has to be increased 60% 
for feeding the future population.  

This might be possible by innovation and using technology, but the production capacity is 
limited and the resources are not endless…  

As it is known already around 1/3 of the world’s food production are lost or wasted. We 
need to mitigate the challenges on pressure for food production to reduce food loss 
and waste.   

Now, I would like to briefly mention what we are doing regarding those issues.  



2 
 

From the very beginning of pandemic, the timely measures that we took prevented negative 
effects on food supply chain, such as close contact with the food industry, increasing 
stock levels of retail sector, arranging transportation and living conditions of seasonal 
workers and many others. 

Due to these measures, Turkey experienced a relatively smooth course of the spread.   

A month ago, Report of Covid-19 Rapid Impact Assessment on the Agri-Food Sector and 
Rural Areas in Turkey was launched jointly by FAO, UNDP and IFAD.  

In this report, it is valuable for us to see the reflections of our good practices.  

Regarding to reduce food loss and waste, Turkey attaches great importance since Turkey’s 
G20 Presidency in 2015.  

In cooperation with FAO, last year, Turkey launched “Save Your Food” Campaign to fight 
against food loss and waste and raising public awareness both nationally and 
internationally, and disseminate the good practices at regional level. 

Respected Delegates,  

I would like to bring up another issue that is overshadowed by pandemics: Migration. 

Turkey severely felt the burden of migration and refugee flows in the world.  
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We are hosting almost 5 million displaced people. Turkey ensures food security, healthcare, 
education, social services and access to labor market for them.  

Therefore, in terms of humanitarian aid, Turkey is the number one country in the world 
relative to its national income. 

 

Esteemed Participants, 

On the road to UN Food Systems Summit, Turkey works very hard to deliver game changing 
solutions.  

Our Ministry’s strategic plan is designed to contribute to SDG’s. 

The 6 of the SDG’s are directly, and 4 of the SDG’s are indirectly related with our 
responsibilities.  

Our efforts for the success of SDGs expand beyond our borders and our vision is always “NO 
ONE LEFT BEHIND”. 

Within the UNFSS preparations, Our National Dialogue Convener have mobilized the civil 
society, private sector and academicians to define core problems of the food systems and find 
solutions.  
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Before concluding my remarks, I would like to highlight that if we want to achieve political 
stability, social welfare and economic growth in the world, we have to ensure sustainable 
food security.  

Turkey will continue to take proactive actions to reach the SDGs!  

Thank you… 

 

 


