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Mr. Chairman, 

At the outset, allow me to congratulate you and the members of the Bureau on the election to 

this important Commission. I wish to extend my delegation‟s fullest support to the work of the 

Bureau and to a fruitful outcome for the deliberations of this Session.  

Mr. Chairman,  

Sri Lanka welcomes the theme of this Session „population, food security, nutrition and sustainable 

development‟ which in fact, is timely in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, as we are in the 

Decade of Action with only nine years left for the achievement of the 2030 Agenda. While noting 

with concern the reversal of our hard-won developmental goals due to the pandemic, the 

Government of Sri Lanka remains committed to deliver inclusive, equitable and sustainable 

development, respecting and protecting individual rights, freedom, and dignity, as recognized in the 

ICPD Programme of Action.   

It is common ground that population and development ordinarily refers to the consideration of the 

consequences of population patterns on socio-economic development, human welfare, and the 

natural environment. Therefore, the quantity, quality, structure, distribution and movement of a 

population can have a positive or negative impact on the rate of economic development. There is 

therefore, a direct relationship between population and development. As human population grows, 

human demand for resources also grows. The downside of this phenomenon is paid for by other 

endangered plants and animals and an increasingly volatile climate.  



 

Mr. Chairman,  

Let me quote the divine words of the Lord Buddha: „Arogya Parama Labha‟ – health is the greatest 

wealth. There will be no better time than today to realize the validity of the Buddha‟s teachings. It is 

closely connected to the first three SDGs which cumulatively would surely have had a lasting impact 

on the Buddha who was born to royalty 2500 years ago, which compelled him to renounce worldly 

material comforts. His message has translated itself over the thousands of years to a living message 

in contemporary times. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Our people are at the center of concern for sustainable development and the national policy 

framework of the Government of Sri Lanka „Vistas for Prosperity and Splendor‟ constitutes policies 

aimed at achieving the fourfold outcome of a productive citizenry, a contented family, a disciplined 

and just society and a prosperous nation, prioritizes various aspects of the development of our 

population, which is currently at 21. 8 Mn and growing.   

The Government of Sri Lanka has decided to increase its annual investment in health care. Sri Lanka 

is among the few countries in the world that provides Universal Health Care facilities to its people, 

free of charge. It is in the context of the pandemic that the WHO has commended Sri Lanka‟s efforts 

to control COVID-19 more effectively not withstanding its modest means.  

According to the Human Development Index of 2020, Sri Lanka ranks at the 72nd being the highest 

in the region of South Asia. The Ministry of Health of Sri Lanka provides a wide range of preventive, 

curative and rehabilitative healthcare programmes for its people. We have an extensive network of 

healthcare institutions with modern hospital facilities, which are easily accessible with an efficient 

ambulance service. Consequently, Sri Lanka has one of the highest life expectancy rates in the region 

of average 77 years.  

Moreover, Sri Lanka has also made great strides in improving maternal and child health and 

welfare.  Well over 90% of births are attended by skilled persons, within healthcare institutions. 

As a result, the Maternal Mortality Ratio is 35 per 100,000 live births and the Infant Mortality 

Rate is 9.5 per 1000 live births. The Government of Sri Lanka has also introduced nutritional 

supplements for pregnant women and also for young children. The “Thriposha” (tri-nourishment 

programme) has become one of the main social welfare services supported by the government, 



generating great success in this regard and is considered of utmost importance as a 

preventative measure to help mitigate any negative nutrition impacts as a result of the COIVD-

19 pandemic.   

Mr. Chairman,  

We consider that inclusive development rests on equal opportunities at the workplace. When our 

labor force participation is considered, approximately 35% is female and the balance is made up of 

males. We have also enacted necessary legal and structural mechanisms to ensure gender parity in 

our workforce. The national policy framework also aims to harness the contribution of women to the 

development of the country by regulating, standardizing, and expanding child-care facilities in order 

to facilitate increased women participation in the labor force, introducing flexible working 

arrangement for young mothers, and by introducing home-based enterprise with required assistance 

for rural women. We are further committed to enabling the youth who has the greatest potential to 

contribute to the enrichment of society and also in the country‟s economic and political decision-

making process, providing extensive opportunities and incentives for young entrepreneurs.  

Sri Lanka has also focused on improving the sexual and reproductive health services and to enable 

young persons to gain greater access to information on sexual and reproductive health, particularly 

on gender, sexuality, contraception and sexually transmitted diseases such as HIV. Family planning 

was first introduced to Sri Lanka in 1953 and a decade later, it was well integrated in the maternal 

and health services.  Today, fertility rates remain at 2.2% and the Contraceptive Prevalence Rate 

(CPR) is at 67.3. The Government of Sri Lanka is committed, in partnership with relevant UN entities, 

to address many challenges still prevailing relating to the family planning.   

Mr. Chair,  

As far as the ageing global population is concerned, it is estimated that 1 in 5 people will be above 

the age of 60 by 2030. This rapid ageing process presents challenges and opportunities to achieve 

sustainable development. One of the major challenges is to ensure that older people can live full, 

enriching and productive lives with dignity. With changes in demography and lifestyle, Sri Lanka is 

also facing new health challenges. Non-Communicable Diseases (NCD) such as heart disease, 

diabetes, cancers and asthma are increasingly prevalent. In Sri Lanka, NCDs cause more than three 

quarters of all deaths and nearly 1 in 5 people die prematurely from NCDs.  

 



Mr. Chairman,  

In this crisis ridden time, rising poverty levels have significant ramifications on developing countries. 

Poverty eradication measures in the wake of this situation warrant concerted domestic and 

international action, with stronger partnerships, which is on one hand significant to ensure food 

security, nutrition leading to sustainable development. One of the key reasons for hunger, food 

insecurity and malnutrition is the inability to afford the cost of healthy diets. Sri Lanka has a long and 

consistent history of implementing poverty eradication measures for which the Government has 

accorded the highest priority. The „Samurdhi‟ welfare programme, or the programme for prosperity, 

is one of the key initiatives that provides cash grants, micro credit facilities, housing assistance and 

support for education. The Government‟s „Suwa Divimaga Programme‟ is a proactive initiative aims to 

promote healthy life-styles among our population by producing organic food, promoting proper 

eating habits, promoting healthy food free of agro-chemicals and additives.  

To complement all these efforts back home, Sri Lanka‟s Sustainable Development Act of 2017 

provides required national policy and strategy on Sustainable Development, which is 

implemented through the Sustainable Development Council. 

Mr. Chairman, 

We are of the firm view that a high quality sustainable food chain would largely contribute to 

the good health of the nation. Sustainable food systems not only ensure the prevention of 

hunger, but also help the world achieve critical progress on all 17 SDGs. As millions of people 

around the world have experienced fragilities and vulnerabilities of such food systems during 

the pandemic, Sri Lanka looks forward to the Food Systems Summit to be convened by the UN 

Secretary General this year. We believe that this would generate the require international action 

relating to food systems progressing towards the 2030 Agenda.   

In conclusion, Sri Lanka pledges its support for the ICPD Programme of Action and to work with 

the international community to fully realize the aspirations based on the 2030 Agenda.  

I thank you! 

 

 

 


