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Mr. Chairman, 

I wish to align my statement with that of the African Group and to make the following remarks 

on behalf of Ghana. I would like to congratulate you on your appointment as Chair of the 54th 

Session of the Commission on Population and Development and to wish you and your bureau, 

the very best during your tenure. I would also like to thank the Secretary General for the 

preparation of the comprehensive report and documentations for this session. 

Almost one in seven people around the world are chronically hungry, lacking enough food to be 

healthy and lead active lives. This is despite the fact that enough food exists for all of the world’s 

people. Agricultural policies, the prices of certain food commodities such as meat and grain and 

economic development hugely impact food security, but demographic trends also play a role. 

Increasing numbers of people often drive-up demand for food, which typically results in 

additional use of arable land and water.  

Food security and lifelong nutrition underpin human capital accumulation and are essential for 

overall well-being and at the core of achieving; Agenda 2030 and the Africa Agenda 2063. 

However, teen pregnancies, unintended pregnancies, unmet need for family planning, child 

marriage and rapid population growth, climate change, together with unsustainable farming 

practices and Covid 19  threaten to negatively affect lifelong nutrition and food security; 

especially, in low-and middle-income countries.  

Mr. Chairman, 

This year’s theme for the 54th Session of the ICPD “Population, Food Security, Nutrition and 

Sustainable Development” is the most appropriate as the emergence of the COVID 19 pandemic 

has had implications on food security and nutritional status of individuals, especially women and 

children. The global pandemic has not spared the agricultural sector, which happens to be the 

backbone of Ghana’s economy with 3,037,381 persons 15 years or older of the populace engaged 

in agriculture (GCA, 2017/18). The pandemic has tested and challenged three significant areas of 

Ghana’s agriculture, namely our production systems, supply chains and food commodity 
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preferences. As a result, some segments of the population are experiencing health issues and in 

some cases mortalities. 

In Ghana, the proportion of stunted children has decreased steadily from 35 percent in 2003 to 19 

percent in 2014 and 18 percent in 2017. The proportion of wasted children has decreased only 

slightly from 8 percent in 2003 to 7 percent in 2017. Improving nutrition is therefore critical for 

Ghana as a country, which has a structure dominated by children, adolescents, young people and 

the youth.  

In furtherance of this, Ghana has identified and implemented critical policy and investment 

changes that are transforming our current food systems to ensure that everybody can afford 

healthy diets that include sustainability considerations. The Ghana Zero Hunger Strategic 

Review was set out to identify the causes of hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition in Ghana, 

and measures to address the problems. A multi-sectoral and multi-level approach was  adopted to 

maximize the impact. Currently, the SDG2 targets have been mainstreamed in all sectors and at 

all levels. 

 

Ghana is adapting to climate change and thereby on the road to achieving food security, by 

pursuing strategies such as expansion of irrigated agricultural areas, improvement of crop water 

productivity in rain-fed agriculture, crop improvement and specialization, and improvement in 

indigenous technology. 

Food security conditions are showing signs of significant improvement as the widespread 

harvest of staple grains have aided the recovery of households from constrained access to 

food, which characterized the greater part of the lean season between June and December 

2020. Preliminary assessment of the production of major staples such as maize, rice, sorghum 

and millet during the 2020/2021 cropping season showed a general increase compared to 2019 

and the five-year averages. 

 

The Way Forward  

However, in a situation of diminishing resources, Ghana is investing in, and supporting the 

development of more efficient, sustainable, resilient food production systems, and improving 

access to adequate food and nutrition by the most vulnerable and at-risk populations and 

communities. In order to meet the growing demand for food security and nutrition under 

increasingly high population growth rate and difficult climatic conditions, the Government of 

Ghana is making a conscious effort to enhance social protection systems and safety nets as part 
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of the national adaptation agenda. Ghana is integrating population dynamics and climate change 

adaptation and mitigation measures into its overall development agenda.  

In addressing the burden of malnutrition, Ghana has committed to ending poverty as per SDG 1; 

The country’s commitment to the SDGs seeks to improve nutrition and promote sustainable 

agriculture among the people of Ghana without leaving anyone behind by 2030. Ghana is, thus, 

implementing a number of interventions to improve nutrition among infants and school- age 

children.  

Furthermore, the Government of Ghana is investing in the agriculture sector with appropriate 

policies to ensure a healthy population for national development. A recent intervention in place 

is ‘Planting for Food and Jobs’ (PFJ). It is a five-year long policy which is directed towards 

increasing food production and ensuring food security for the country, as well as reducing food 

import bills to the possible barest minimum.  

Additionally, the Government has also launched the Rearing for Food and Jobs (RFJ) campaign, 

another module under a flagship programme from 2019 to 2023. This module seeks to develop a 

competitive and more efficient livestock industry that aims to increase domestic production, 

reduce importation of livestock products, contribute to employment creation, and improve 

livelihoods of livestock value chain actors. 

Ghana is definitely on course to effectively implement its policy strategies relating to population, 

food security and nutrition towards the attainment of the SDGs by the year 2030. . 

I thank you 

 

 

 


