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Side Event on the margins of the 54th Session of the United Nations 

Commission on Population and Development  

Population, Food Security, Nutrition and Sustainable Development 

in the Arab Region 

Virtual Meeting 

April 21, 2021 
 

I. Background 

 

In 2020, the 53rd Session of the Commission on Population and Development (CPD) had 

the special theme of Population, food security, nutrition and sustainable development,  however, 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Commission was not able to hold its formal session and 

decided to postpone a full consideration of the theme to its 54th session in 2021. 

 

The Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) era was intended to witness a decline in hunger, 

nonetheless, hunger levels are increasing yearly and the indicators show that the world is not on 

the track to achieve Zero hunger by 2030 (according to the State of Food Security and Nutrition in 

the World 2020). Thereby, there is need to step-up global attention around the correlation between 

population flows and dynamics, basic health needs for different population groups including 

reproductive health and food security and how the increasing demographic changes impacts the 

achievement of the SDGs’ 2030 Agenda.  

The focus on the food security has been intensified during the COVID-19 pandemic, as the 

pandemic has revealed the fragility of different systems including food systems. It disrupted global 

supply chains and raised concerns about world food markets security and posed difficulties in 

operating food supply chains in some markets.  

 

While most countries can withstand the initial shocks associated with the emerging coronavirus 

disease in terms of supply and demand, significant impacts on food production, availability and 

access may arise as a result of the worsening global economic recession and an extended period of 
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disruptions hitting global and local supply chains. “Those challenges that are imposed by the 

presence of COVID will still be in place [next year], and movement of food will still be restricted 

from country to country,” stated Agnes Kalibata - the United Nations Secretary-General's Special 

Envoy for “Food Systems Summit”. 

 

In accordance with this vision, the 47th Session of the Committee on World Food Security 

(CFS) that was a High-Level virtual event on Food Security and Nutrition, from 8-11 February 

2021, held a global thematic event entitled “CFS Framework for Action for Food Security and 

Nutrition in Protracted Crises”. This comes to stress that each protracted crisis affects key 

dimensions of food security: availability, access, stability, and utilization, in addition to the 

nutritional status of a significant number of people. This CFS 47 monitoring event emphasized on 

the uptake of the 11 Principles of the CFS Framework for Action for Food Security and Nutrition 

in Protracted Crises that provides stakeholders with guidance to foster food security in the context 

of protracted crisis.  

 

Along with the 54th Session of the CPD and the 47th Session of the CFS, this year will also 

witness another major event to setup global attention on food security namely “Food Systems 

Summit” that will take place in New York in September 2021.1 Guided by five action tracks, the 

Summit will bring together key players and different stakeholders to bring about tangible and positive 

changes to the world’s food systems into a healthier, equitable, more resilient and sustainable one, in 

order to achieve progress on the SDGs and the 2030 agenda. 

 

II. Thematic Focus 

 

Within the framework of the thematic focus of the CPD 54th Session “Population, Food Security, 

Nutrition and Sustainable Development”, and aligned with the five Action Tracks guiding the Food 

Systems Summit 2021, the League of Arab States/Population Policies Department and the UNFPA 

ASRO, and ESCWA are organizing a side event on the margins of the CPD 54th Session to explore 

linkages between population, food security, nutrition, health including reproductive health and 

 
1 There is a correlation between the three Events. During the 47th session of the CFS, the Plenary 

acknowledged the work of its HLPE (High Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition) on food 

security and nutrition, its involvement in the process of preparing the UN Food Systems Summit, and the 

relevance of the HLPE’s Global Narrative report in preparation of the Summit.  

During the virtual Expert Group Meeting that was held from 28-30 October 2020 on CPD 54, it was 

confirmed that the postponement the 54th Session of the CPD to April 2021 means that preparations for the 

Commission will be happening in parallel to preparations for the Food Systems Summit. Furthermore, 

SDG2 to end hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture, 

will be reviewed at the High-level Political Forum in 2021 together with other Goals. In this regard, it will 

be particularly timely and relevant to obtain views from experts and Member States as to how the 

Commission, within its mandate, can complement and can contribute to these processes. 

 

https://www.devex.com/organizations/united-nations-un-41567
https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit
http://www.fao.org/cfs
http://www.fao.org/cfs
http://webtv.un.org/search/ant%C3%B3nio-guterres-un-secretary-general-for-launch-of-world-food-week-2020/6199989971001/?term=&lan=english&page=2
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sustainable development in the Arab Region, and the significant impact of the COVID-19 

pandemic on the status of food security in the region.   

 

Given the instability across the region, the discussion of this topic for the Arab region within the 

broader global frameworks must consider the regional demographic realities, population dynamics 

and flows, factors that pose risks to sustained food security, and the multiple forms of malnutrition 

experienced among different population categories.  

 

In time of crisis, people tend to reduce spending on nutrition and family well-being, and 

households adjust to reduce their food purchasing by shifting to cheaper, less diverse diets. In this 

context, women and girls in particular face severe burdens to give their household food-security 

roles, whether by reducing their own consumption to feed others, collecting wild food, migrating 

or selling assets, and even taking on risky jobs. This reduction in food might add to existing gender 

inequalities for women and girls to have their nutrition needs which is a form of violence 

 

To this end, it is an opportunity to highlight how food insecurity can affect different population 

categories, as well as to tackle the theme of population, food security, nutrition and sustainable 

development in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

The following subthemes will be addressed in congruent with the Food Systems Summit Action 

Tracks: 

 

1) Impact of food insecurity on population categories 

Data consistently show that food insecurity has detrimental impacts on health and well-being for 

children and adults. Women are especially vulnerable to food insecurity and its health 

consequences.  

 

2) Gender food security 

 

Food security is defined as having four main pillars: availability, access, utilization and stability.  

Women play key roles in maintaining all the pillars, besides their crucial roles in food production, 

women contribute to food security in other significant ways; as they process and prepare food, 

they care for the basic needs of the households and as wage earners, because women are often 

responsible for providing food for their families, if not by production than by earning the income 

to purchase it. However, women are vulnerable on all dimensions of food security, they suffer the 

most from nutrient deficiencies, especially during reproductive years, with long-term negative 

development impacts for society as a whole. 

Given women's crucial roles in and contributions to food security, any efforts to reduce food 

insecurity worldwide must take into consideration the factors and constraints affecting women's 
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ability to carry out these roles and make these contributions, with a view to removing the 

constraints and enhancing women's capacities. 

3) Ensure access to safe and nutritious food for all 

Discussing how to guarantee to everyone access to sufficient quantities of affordable and safe food, as 

well as, ending hunger and all forms of malnutrition, and enabling all people to be nourished and 

healthy. Especially that, over the next decade, food systems will face complex challenges to deliver 

sufficient, safe and nutritious food for all in the context of crisis management and sustainable 

development. 

4) Shift to sustainable consumption patterns 

With the impacts of climate change becoming more pronounced in the world, this subtheme emphasis 

on supporting food system governance that realigns incentives to reduce food losses and other negative 

environmental impacts. Promoting consumers demand for sustainably produced food, and the 

reuse/recycling of food resources. And adopting a comprehensive approach that integrates responses to 

climate change and biodiversity loss considering food insecurity. 

5) Boost nature-positive production 

Optimizing the usage of environment friendly resource in the process of food production and 

distribution, reducing biodiversity loss, pollution, water use, soil degradation and greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

6) Advance equitable livelihoods 

Eliminating poverty by promoting full and productive employment and decent work for all actors along 

the food value chain. Improving resilience through social protection to ensure that food systems “leave 

no one behind.” 

7) Build resilience to vulnerabilities, shocks and stress 

Underlying causes of hunger during crises, ensuring the continued functionality of sustainable food 

systems in areas that are prone to conflict or natural disasters. And promoting global action to 

implement the appropriate response to crises and to protect food supplies from the impacts of 

pandemics. 
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III. Objectives  

 

The main objectives of the planned side event are the following: 

 

1. Keep food security and nutrition in relation to population dynamics at the center of the 

regional sustainable development agenda; 

2. Discuss of the state of food security in the Arab Region projecting to the future situation 

under the current circumstances and its relation to health including reproductive health; 

3. Discuss Gender food security and possibility to improve gender blindness of women's 

roles in and contributions to food security; 

4. Reflect on the potential impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and its associated measures 

(closure and social distancing) on the agriculture and food security in the Arab region, 

and submit proposals for measures to mitigate these consequences on food security and 

nutrition among different population categories; 

5. Discuss the possibilities to help the National Population Councils and Committees in 

Arab countries to generate crisis and emergency response plans to respond and 

overcome the ramifications and the challenges posed by the pandemic;  

6. Discuss policy recommendations on the centrality of population and strengthening the 

food systems to be more sustainable and to ensure resilience among all population 

groups to future crisis. 

 

IV. Tentative Agenda and Panelists  

 

The panel will gather a keynote speaker specialized in the field of food security along with 

panelists who will have considerable/valuable and relevant interventions.  

The event will also ensure an inclusive discussion to all the attendees.  

Agenda  

Chair: Tunisia as Head of Arab Population Council (ACPD) (5 min) 

10 Min 
Welcoming 

Remarks 

▪ H.E. Dr. Haifaa Abu Ghazala, Assistant Secretary General of the 

League of Arab States, Head of Social Affairs Sector  

▪ H.E. Dr. Deine Keita, Deputy Executive Director UNFPA 

▪ Dr. Mehrinaz El Awady, Director, Gender Justice, Population and 

Inclusive Development, UN ESCWA  

10 Min Key note 

speaker 

Dr. Limiaa Khalafallah 

Arab Organization for Agricultural Development  

25 Min Panel 

Presentations 

Population dynamics and food security in the Arab region 

(8 min) 

- Ms. Sara Salman, Regional Population and 

Development Adviser, ESCWA 

The nexus of food security and sexual and reproductive 

health and GBV in the Arab region  (8 min) 
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- Dr. Luay Shabaneh, Regional Director for Arab States, 

UNFPA/ASRO  

The role of population councils in addressing food security 

(8 min) 

- Dr. Abla Amawy; Director of Jordan Higher Population 

Council (HPC), Member of ACPD 

20 Min Q & A  

5 Min Closing 

Reflections 

Tunisia as the Head of ACPD 

 

 

V. Participants 

 

The side event is targeting representatives of Arab States’, members of the Arab Council for 

Population and Development, permanent representatives and Delegates of Arab States’ Permanent 

Missions to the United Nations, representatives of the Arab Organization for Agricultural 

Development, representatives of the International Planned Parenthood Federation, experts, 

researchers and partners from the United Nations Population Fund, ESCWA, and the Department 

of Population Policies at the League of Arab States. 

 

VI.  Date/Time 

 

Time: Apr 21, 2021 08:15 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89648978133?pwd=MnVKRFJRYnlvemRPanozQ3VYN0VnQT09 

 

Meeting ID: 896 4897 8133 

Passcode: 494450 

One tap mobile 

+13462487799,,89648978133#,,,,*494450# US (Houston) 

+16465588656,,89648978133#,,,,*494450# US (New York) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89648978133?pwd=MnVKRFJRYnlvemRPanozQ3VYN0VnQT09

