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A.   ACTIVITIES OF THE ACP OBSERVATORY ON MIGRATION CONTRIBUTING TO 

THE PREPARATIONS OF THE 2013 UN-HIGH LEVEL DIALOGUE 

Despite its importance among all international movements, South-South migration is still largely 

left out of discussions and debates at the international level, including due to the lack of 

availability of reliable and up-to-date migration data on these movements. To support African, 

Caribbean and Pacific States in integrating this important aspect of international migration into 

their development plans, the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) Observatory on Migration is 

conducting about 40 national and regional studies on South-South mobility and its links with 

human development. The ACP Observatory on Migration is one of three components of the intra-

ACP Migration Facility. 

 

Although growing discrepancies between richer and poorer countries have contributed to an 

increase in migration to developed countries, most people who move do so within the borders of 

their own country or within the region. The following statistics aim to illustrate this point. In 

2010, only one in three international migrants moved from a developing to a developed country 

and almost as many migrants from developing countries resided in another developing country 

(UN, 2010). Three out of four migrants in the world are internal migrants and nearly 70 per cent 

of international migrants in sub-Saharan Africa move within the region (Ratha and Shaw, 2007; 

UNDP, 2009). This means that the South-South aspect of human mobility is worth researching in 

a dedicated research programme.  

 

The Secretariat of the ACP Group of States acknowledges that mobility contributes to improving 

people’s capabilities and to expanding individual choices for achievement of better life standards 

through poverty reduction and improvement of education and health (Gallina, 2010). It has 

recommended that policy and institutional coherence can be achieved by creating an overarching 

global consensus on mobility that views the phenomenon as a livelihood strategy. The main 

objective is to create a human mobility framework in which the benefits of South-South mobility 

outweigh the costs. Thus, evidence is being provided to foster improvements in policies and 

institutions to make migration processes a positive sum game for development. This would be 

possible by capturing the large unrealized gains and unmet needs that are easily achievable 

(UNDP, 2009).  

 

Research on aspects of migration and development commissioned by the ACP Observatory on 

Migration in 2011 and 2012 includes the following themes and will be published in 2012:
2
 

 

- The impact of South-South migration on human development (Tanzania, Cameroun, 

Papua New Guinea and Trinidad and Tobago); 

- Enhancing South-South remittances frameworks (Lesotho); 

- Diasporas in the South, a potential almost entirely overlooked so far (Kenya, Nigeria, Haiti 

– to be confirmed, Lesotho); 

- South-South labour migration (Kenya, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), 

Papua New Guinea, ECOWAS and Pacific regions) 

- The impact of internal migration on human development (Angola, Nigeria, Timor-

Leste); 

- Displacement and its impact on human rights (Haiti); 

- Human rights of migrants residing in the South (Senegal); 

                                                      

2 Publications foreseen for 2013 will be determined until April 2012. 



 3 

- Irregular migration in the South and human development (Timor-Leste and Trinidad and 

Tobago); 

- Migration influenced by the environment (DRC); 

- Other (cross-cutting) issues: Reintegration and return (Angola); Migration, health and 

urbanization (Cameroun – to be confirmed) and the impact of migration on local 

development (Senegal). 

 

In addition, the ACP Observatory on Migration plans to submit a proposal for a publication on 

Human mobility in the South as part of a series on “Global Migration Issues”. The innovative 

book would be part of a new series by Springer Science and Business Media implemented in 

partnership with the International Organization for Migration. Its publication is planned for 

summer 2013 to be available for the UN High-level Dialogue on Migration and Development in 

September 2013 and inform States’ representatives on this important type of migration. 

 

 

B. CONTRIBUTIONS BY THE ACP OBSERVATORY ON MIGRATION TO THE 2011 AND 

2012 GLOBAL FORA ON MIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT (GFMD) 

 
For the Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD) 2011 under the Chairmanship of 

Switzerland, the ACP Observatory on Migration prepared the background paper for the thematic 

meeting “From evidence to action – Facilitating South-South labour migration for development”, 

which took place from 17-18 October 2011 in Abuja, Nigeria. The document, entitled 

Opportunities and challenges of South-South labour migration, also mentions the regional study 

on South-South labour mobility in the region of the Economic Community of West African States 

(ECOWAS) that the ACP Observatory is currently launching. The main outcome of the regional 

study will be an analysis of the benefits and potential obstacles of further unrestricted flows of 

labour migrants with the ECOWAS region and concrete policy recommendations that can also 

serve as a good practice for other regional groupings.  

 

In 2011, the ACP Observatory on Migration developed a Research Guide seeking to harmonize 

concepts and definitions around South-South migration and development and promoting a 

common methodological approach. This tool also includes a section on indicators with regards to 

the impact of migration on human development. The indicators used in the innovative work of the 

Institute for Public Policy Research (ippr), a Consortium member of the ACP Observatory, and 

the Global Development Network in the Development on the Move project as well as other 

indicators on human rights, migrants’ and diasporas’ advocacy roles and others will be included. 

The application of these indicators in its research will allow the ACP Observatory to take 

concrete actions based on GFMD recommendations in the past and findings at the meeting to be 

organized in 2012. 

 

The ACP Observatory on Migration actively seeks cooperation and to join resources with 

ongoing initiatives for the benefit of knowledge and policy making. As part of its studies on the 

impact of South-South migration on human development, the ACP Observatory on Migration has 

started the application of the Handbook on Mainstreaming Migration into Development Planning, 

produced by the Global Migration Group in 2010. The first section concerning a situation 

assessment is currently being pilot tested in a South-South context in Tanzania. Under the lead of 

Consortium partner ippr (Institute for Public Policy Research), the ACP Observatory used the 

Handbook in the trainings of the research team. The lessons from this study will feed into three 

further pilot studies in Cameroun, Papua New Guinea and Trinidad and Tobago in 2012. The 

findings will be the basis for the capacity building activities of the intra-ACP Migration Facility, 
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of which the ACP Observatory on Migration represents one component. This will provide fresh 

evidence on aspects often overlooked, such as immigration policies in ACP countries. The 

approach has also been presented to Governments during the 5
th
 GFMD meeting in Geneva on 1-

2 December 2011 during an intervention by the ACP Observatory on Migration from the floor. 

 

Further, a handbook is currently being developed by the Migration Policy Institute (MPI) and the 

International Organization for Migration (IOM) on policies to engage diaspora members for 

development. The ACP Observatory provided comments on the content and structure of the tool 

in 2011 and will explore ways to ensure that its diaspora mapping exercises in Kenya, Nigeria, 

Haiti and Lesotho build on this important GFMD product once available. 
 

After consultation of the administrator of the Platform for Partnerships
3
 in 2011, a link has been 

placed on the ACP Observatory website to ensure that its tools to exchange good practices on 

migration and development are disseminated to the networks of the ACP Observatory as well. 

The ACP Observatory on Migration has participated into the consultation meeting for the non-

State actors organized by the Mauritian Chair of the GFMD 2012 on 19 January 2012, as well as 

the meeting of the Friends of the Forum organized in Geneva on 6 and 7 February 2012. 

 

Although it would be anticipated to confirm any commitment at this stage, the ACP Observatory 

on Migration is currently assessing how best it could contribute to the debates of the GFMD 

foreseen in Port-Louis, Mauritius of November 2012. Part of its involvement will concern the 

sharing of the outcomes of its research activities which will contribute to the themes defined 

under all approved Sessions. Based on its network of civil society in various pilot ACP countries, 

the Observatory on Migration will also promote the identification of NGO platforms in Africa in 

particular, capable to represent the civil society during the workshop days dedicated to these 

stakeholders. Through its regular contacts with Governments and civil society within the ACP 

regions, the Observatory will further look at integrating the themes identified by the Mauritian 

Chair into debates and discussions occurring at national and regional levels. Finally, the ACP 

Observatory on Migration will share its Background Notes on subjects relevant to the various 

themes of discussion foreseen for the November meeting. 

 

 

C. NEW INITIATIVES IN THE AREA OF INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION 
 

Based on research and capacity building priorities defined at the national and regional levels, the 

ACP Observatory on Migration organized a series of three inter-regional training workshops in 

migration data collection. In total, 65 ACP national and regional institutions have been trained in 

the framework of this process. The trainings focused on the following aspects of data collection 

for the purposes of policy-making in ACP countries and regions: 

 

- International migration, remittances and diasporas and data management software (Dakar, 

Senegal, 11-14 April 2011); 

- Environmentally-induced migration, international migration, urbanization and health (Dili, 

Timor-Leste, 25-29 July 2011); 

- Labor migration, irregular migration, gender and rights (Port-of-Spain, Trinidad-and-

Tobago, 26-30 September 2011). 
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In 2012, the ACP Observatory on Migration will carry out national and regional follow-up 

capacity-building activities. Resource persons (who benefitted from intra-regional training 

workshops in 2011) will be further trained to deliver data collection workshops to a wide range of 

national stakeholders, including colleagues in charge of data collection and analysis for policy-

making. The content of these trainings will be tailored to tackle national and regional migration 

data priorities per country and region.  

 

The website of the ACP Observatory on Migration (www.acpmigration-obs.org) gathers all 

training material used in the framework of its workshops. The Research Guide mentioned earlier 

has been produced in three languages (English, French and Portuguese). These materials have 

been developed to meet the needs of ACP partners.  The ACP Observatory thus stands as a body 

of resource for both governments and civil society. 

 

 

 

 
____________ 

 

NOTES 

iii  Angola, Cameroun, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Haiti, Kenya, Lesotho, Nigeria, Papua New Guinea, 

Senegal, Tanzania, Timor-Leste and Trinidad and Tobago. 
ii Central Africa, East Africa, Southern Africa, West Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific. 
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