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1. What is adolescence? 

2. Globally, nearly one in ten persons are 

adolescents 

Figure 1. Number of adolescents (aged 15 to 19) by region, 
2000 to 2030 (millions) 

3. Improving the sexual and reproductive health of 

adolescents is central to the 2030 Sustainable 

Development Agenda 

4. Governments have a number of policy tools to 

improve the SRH of adolescents 

Sexual and reproductive health programmes and 

policies for adolescents 
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5. Globally, more than 9 in 10 governments have 

adopted at least one policy measure to improve 

the SRH of adolescents 

6. Globally, three quarters of countries provide 

school-based sexuality education 

7. The prevalence of measures to expand girls’ 

secondary education varies by region 

Figure 2. Percentage of governments with at least one policy measure to improve the SRH of adolescents  
by type of policy measure and region, 2015 
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8. Half of governments have policies to raise or 

enforce the minimum age at marriage 

9. Countries with higher levels of adolescent 

fertility often have multiple policies to improve 

the SRH of adolescents 

Figure 3. Adolescent birth rate by region and number of 
policies to improve the SRH of adolescents  

(one dot = one country) 

10. Few governments restrict access to 

contraceptive services for adolescents 

Figure 4. Percentage of governments restricting access to 
contraceptive services based on minimum age, marital 

status and parental consent, by region, 2015 

11. Contraceptive use among adolescent girls 

varies widely 
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Figure 5. Distribution of countries by percentage of women 
aged 15 to19, married or in a union, who are using a modern 

method of contraception or with unmet need for family 
planning, latest year available 
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