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PREFACE

This study of patterns of first marriage is a follow-up to an earlier
United Nations publication entitled First Marriage: Patterns and Determinants,
which focuses primarily on conceptual and theoretical issues. It deals with
types of family systems and types of marriage in different cultures, with the
terminology and definitions of marital status and with statistical problems
encountered in identifying and emumerating different marriage forms in various
cultural contexts. Furthermore, a major part of that publication is devoted
to an overview of selected theories and hypotheses concerning interrelations
between first marriage behaviour and its social, economic, demographic and
cultural determinants.

The present study is intended to complement the previous theory-oriented
overview with a more empirical analysis of first marriage patterns based on
census and survey data. The purpose, scope and content of this study are
briefly described below in the Introduction. The objective of this study is
threefold. First, it attempts to provide, in a comparative fashion, a
quantitative description and analysis of past and current patterns of first
marriage in as many countries as the data permit. Secondly, the study
provides, in a single volume, a large body of selected indicators of timing of
first marriage and of prevalence for most countries of the world (although not
all the desired data were at hand). Thirdly, it attempts to provide a
cross-cultural interpretation of first marriage behaviour and, in a limited
way, an interdisciplinary approach to the study of marriage; this endeavour
was necessarily limited mainly because the contextual disciplines could not be
scrutinized comprehensively.

The two studies constitute a survey of first marriage practice throughout
the world. They constitute an addition to the nmumerous global demographic
surveys undertaken by the United Nations and are also intended to fill a gap
in the literature caused by the paucity of relevant information for scme
countries as well as by conceptual issues and problems arising from the
relative accuracy of available data. It is hoped that more detailed analyses
of first marriage, as well as studies of remarriages and marriage
dissolutions, will be undertaken in the future.
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Explanatory notes

Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital letters
combined with figures.

Reference to "dollars" ($) indicates United States dollars, unless
otherwise stated.

The following symbols have been used in the tables:

Two dots (..) indicate that data are not available or are not
separately reported.

An dash (=-) indicates that the amount is nil or negligible.
A hyphen (-) indicates that the item is not applicable.

A minus sign (-) before a number indicates a deficit or decrease,

Use of a hyphen (=) between dates representing years (e.g., 1984-1985),
signifies the full period involved, including the beginning and end years. A
slash (e.g., 1984/85) indicates a financial year, school year or crop year.

Details and percentages in tables do not necessarily add to totals because
of rounding.

The following abbreviations have been used in this volume.

PEM percentage ever married
SMAM singulate mean age at marriage
WFS World Fertility Survey
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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this study is to describe the marriage pattermns of men and
women during the decades following the Second World War. More precisely, the
study analyses the timing and prevalence of first marriages of both sexes
during the period since the middle of the twentieth century on the basis of
available censuses and surveys. It also attempts to fill a gap in nuptiality
research and to present a world-wide overview of first marriage behaviour
based on comparable available marriage indices. Although the study covers
both sexes, particular attention is devoted to first marriage patterns of
women because they are the most relevant population subgroup for the
understanding of fertility and because they are also those whose age at
marriage is most likely to be influenced by social change. In order to
present the post-war marriage levels and trends against their proper
background, the discussion is preceded by a brief overview of the marriage
patterns that prevailed during the first half of the twentieth century.

A corollary of this analysis is to determine whether and to what extent a
passage from an early-marriage/high-prevalence pattern to late-marriage/low-
prevalence pattern has emerged during the past 30 or 35 years in countries
where first marriages of women were previously taking place at very early ages
and, in particular, whether a certain convergence in first marriage patterns
is found when the patterns of developed and developing countries are
compared. lLastly, the study examines a limited number of factors assumed to
be associated with early or late marriage. This endeavour to provide insights
into the determinants of marriage and to achieve a better understanding of
marriage behaviour is based on the conceptual framework developed in the
earlier publication on this topic (United Nations, 1988). Not all the
relevant factors could be examined, mainly because the pertinent comparable
data needed are not readily available for all the countries over the entire
period. This is the case both for various socio-economic factors and for
cultural factors of marriage formation, such as family type, norms of
selection of marriage partner, marriage timing and prevalence norms, dowry and
bride-wealth cbligations and status of women. ‘These factors are, however,
examined whenever information is available, with supporting evidence drawn
from existing studies.

For the purpose of the present study, a person is considered married if he
or she has so stated in a census or a survey. This assumption is appropriate
for most countries of the world, regardless of whether the marriage is
established by a formal ceremony, as well as in the absence of proper legal
registration of marriages. This approach does not preclude, however,
misreporting of marital status by couples who are indeed in a de facto marital
union but do not so declare or whose union has been dissolved and the new
marital status not properly identified. The study is 1limited to first
marriages. An analysis of all marriages would have encompassed marriage
dissolutions and remarriage, for which an adequate data base was not readily
available for all countries during the period 1900-1985.



The indices used to neasure marriage timing are the percentage ever
married (PEM) in age group 15-19 and the singulate mean age at marriage
(SMAM). 1/ The index of marriage prevalence is defined by the percentage ever
married in age group 45-49 or by age 50. This age limit was chosen because by
age 50, the great majority of first marriages have already taken place.

Data inaccuracies «consist mainly of underreporting of population,
age-misreporting and digit preferences common in censuses and surveys.
Marriage data, in particular, are also affected by additional reporting
errors, such as misreporting or not reporting marital status, as well as
unknown marital status. As a result, the level of accuracy of the data wvaries
considerably. Although data errors are acknowledged whenever possible, in
notes to the text, it was not possible, in the absence of a reliable standard
(such as intercensal vital statistics), to undertake the needed evaluation and
adjustments.

This analysis is divided into six chapters. Chapter I presents the
historical background and an overview of marriage patterns, covering the years
from around 1900 to around 1950 for countries for which pertinent data were
readily available. Chapters II, IITI and IV cover the period from 1950 to
1980-1985 and pertain, respectively, to Africa, ILatin America and the
Caribbean, and Asia. Chapter V reviews Northern America, Europe, the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics and the two developed countries of Oceania—
Australia and New Zealand--during the same time-span. Each chapter examines
the timing and prevalence of marriage on the basis of indices derived from
censuses and surveys. Differences between sexes in age at first marriage are
also examined. Special sections are devoted to polygyny in Africa and Asia,
to consensual unions in Iatin America and the Caribbean, and to ummarried
cohabitation in Northern America, Europe and Oceania. Chapter VI sumarized
the findings and discusses number of considerations with respect to the
research and policy implications arising from this study.

Two annexes are also included. Annex I provides a mnumber of tables giving
the basic marriage indicators used in the analysis, together with their
sources for all world regions. Annex II presents the methodology of
computation of the singulate mean age at marriage.

A muber of limitations of this study need to be pointed out. Changes in
national borders and differences in coverage are acknowledged whenever
possible. In situations where marriage indicators are drawn from a survey,
the possible effect of sampling error should be borne in mind. Comparability
problems also arise from differences in national definitions of the criteria
studied here. In the case of urban/rural differentials, for instance,
national definitions of wban and rural may vary (United Nations, 1979 and
1987). Similarly, educational attainment and criteria for classification of
the women’s work often differ. Indicators are sametimes derived from
truncated cohorts, for whom the derived indicators will not be exactly
caomparable to those based on camplete experience.

Because marriage (defined as any type of conjugal cohabitation)
constitutes in most countries the beginning of the period of exposure to the
risk of conception, it has a direct bearing on the determination of fertility
levels. This notion is particularly relevant in societies where women marry
very early and where Governments have adopted population policies directed to

-2 -



reducing fertility. Indeed, in such societies, there is room for delaying age
at first marriage, which in turn could, under favourable conditions,
contribute to a decline in fertility. A better understanding of some of the
societal conditions leading to early or delayed marriage would provide a
substantive basis for the decision to adopt a marriage policy. It would, in
particular, ascertain what type of measures could actually influence marriage
behaviour and become a component of a population policy.

Note

1/ 'This indicator is computed according to the formula given by Hajnal
(1953) and is based on the proportions single between ages 15 and 54 of a
hypothetical cochort taken from one census or a survey. The singulate age at
marriage measures the mean age at first marriage only under conditions of
constant nuptiality and with specific assumptions as to mortality amd
migration. Because these assumptions are often not met in the countries
studied, the single census SMAMs used here should be interpreted as
camparative indicators of marriage timing rather than as a measurement of the
mean age at first marriage of a cohort. 1In Northern America, Europe and
Oceania, given the many successive censuses available for all countries,
estimates were also obtained by a modified procedure of Hajnal’s technique,
whereby SMAM is computed from the proportions single taken from two
consecutive censuses (Coale, Cho and Goldman, 1982). This approach expresses
the experience of a hypothetical cohort during the period between the two
censuses. For more information on the methodology, assumptions and rationale
of these two estimating procedures, see annex II.
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I. BACKGROUND: FIRST HALF OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

The importance of the marriage patterns of Western Europe in maintaining
low levels of natural fertility during pre-industrial times has been stressed
in a number of studies (e.g., Coale, 1973; Sklar, 1974; Bongaarts arnd Potter,
1983). The specificity of this pattern, compared with the experience of the
currently developing countries, was first presented by Hajnal (1953, 1965).
For the early decades of the twentieth century, Hajnal identified three
distinctive female marriage patterns: one of late marriage and high permanent
celibacy, the "Western European" pattern, which characterized the Western
European countries of the time; one of early and universal marriage, the
"non-Eurcpean" pattern, which pertains to the less developed regions; and a
third with a later marriage timing pattern than the developing countries and
high marriage prevalence, the "Eastern European" pattern, found in a number of
areas of that subregion.

In this overview of marriage patterns during the first half of the
twentieth century, new data for both men and women have been added to Hajnal’s
material. These new data include a number of new single census estimates of
SMAM and PEM at age 50, as well as a number of intercensal estimates, all
drawn from historical country studies. Data were also available for several
African countries, although not in sufficient mmber to be representative of
either Northern Africa or sub-Saharan Africa. Data for several Iatin American
and the Caribbean countries are also included, along with additional points in
time for a number of European countries.

To allow for flexible categorization of the marriage patterns examined,
reference is made to "early-marriage" and "late—marriage" patterns, as well as
to T"high-prevalence" and '"low-prevalence" marriage patterns. There is thus a
de facto disaggregation of Hajnal’s concepts of pattern of marriage so that
tlm.mg and prevalence can be examined separately. This approach provides more
flexibility in examining marriage behaviour in which patterns of early timing
and high prevalence or late timing and low prevalence are not strlctly
related. In addition, it is quite likely that, as they evolve, the marriage
patterns of non-European countries will tenc’l to became late patterns so that
the prior geographical classification becomes inappropriate. The specific
range of early and late marriage timing varies according to sex, with wamen
having a yourger cut-off age. The "intermediate-marriage" pattern refers to
Hajnal’s Eastern European pattern.

For the purpose of this study, the early-marriage pattern for women
refers approximately to SMAMs of 21 years or under, the intermediate to 20-23
years and the late to 23-28 years. Among men, 27 years or over constitutes a
late pattern. High marriage prevalence refers to 95 per cent or more ever
married at ages 45-49 or 50; intermediate prevalence pertains to percentages
of about 90-95 and low prevalence to percentages under 90. Because
classifications are generally too rigid to fit the social reality, one should
allow for some overlap in categories, particularly for the deviation of
certain countries from the general classification of the geographical region
to which they belong.



The reliability of the data used could not be ascertained, but it is
suspected that estimates for certain countries of Africa and of latin America
and the Caribbean contain errors. For instance, a female marriage prevalence
level (all marriage types combined) of 88 per cent in Mozambique in 1944 is
unlikely, because it almost reached 98 per cent in 1980. Likewise, the low
prevalence cbserved in Iatin America is questionable.

One should also be aware of the heterogeneity of the data of this
period. First, geographical regions and subregions are represented by an
incomplete number of countries. This is particularly true for the less
developed regions. Because of a lack of appropriate data, only a small number
of countries from these regions are included. Secondly, there are variations
to be considered for countries included in the review: some have older data
and others more recent data; and for many countries, the number of censuses or
surveys available and the years for which they are available vary
considerably. Comparability of census data is hindered by additional
difficulties, especially in assessing trends. Territorial changes resulting
from wars are often major sources of data inconsistencies. In France, for
instance, major border changes took place four times in less than a century—-—
in 1871, 1918, 1940 and 1945 (Chasteland and Pressat, 1962). The map of
oentralarﬂeastemnmq)ealsomﬁerwentconsiderabledwngesafter the First
World War.

This overview encompasses: (a) a small number of countries from Africa,
Latin America and the Caribbean, and Asia; (b) Northern America, comprising
Canada and the United States of America; (c) most of the European countries;
and (d) Oceania, represented only by Australia and New Zealand. For the
purpose of simplicity and clarity, all classifications of countries are

geographical.

In certain cases, only marriage-timing indices were available; and in
other cases, only prevalence indices could be found. When both were
available, they were taken into account. In certain cases, these indices are
derived from a single census; in others, such as intercensal estimates, they
pertain to specified periods of time. Because these two types of marriage
indicators are not directly comparable, they are presented separately. The
same two indicators are also used subsequently for the assessment of trends.
The direction of the trends remains reliable provided it is based on the same
type of estimates; the magnitudes of the changes, however, are not comparable
between the two types of indicators. On average, it is assumed that overall
patterns can emerge when large geographical regions are compared over extended
pericds of time.

A. levels and trends in marriage patterns

1. Timing of marriage

Tables 1 and 2 and figure 1 present data for the countries included in
this review according to singulate mean age at marriage for each sex and for
all years for which data were available during the first half of the twentieth

century.



Table 1. Marriage prevalence and singulate mean age at marriage, by sex,
single census estimates, for countries by regions, 1900-1950 a/

Percentage ever Singulate age Difference between
married among those at marriage sexes in singulate
Region, subregion Year of aged 45-49 (years) mean age at marriage
and country census Men Women Men Women (years)
Africa
Eastern Africa
Mauritius b/ 1944 92.3 91.4 26.9 23.2 37
Mozanbique 1944 94.8 88.7 21.3 16.7 4.6
Northern Africa
Algeria ¢/ 1948 95.8 97.8 26.0 20.0 5.9
Egypt 4/ 1947 97.7 97.1 25.6 19.9 5.7
Tunisia 1946 92.9 95.7 27.8 20.8 7.0
Southern Africa
South Africa e/ 1946 92.2 94.7 27.2 22.9 4.3
Americas
latin America
Caribbean
Barbados 1946 85.1 63.2 27.9 22.2 BT
Jamaica £/, g/ 1943 77.0 66.1 28.2 24.6 3.6
Puerto Rico £/, g/ 1930 89.8 87.3 25.9 20.8 5.1
Trinidad and
Tobago g/ 1946 81.9 76.2 24.5 18.3 6.2
Central America
Honduras g/ 1946 85.4 80.2 25.9 217 4.2
Temperate South America
Chile 1930 80.5 81.5 28.1 24.9 3.2
1940 81.5 80.1 28.1 24.7 3.4
Tropical South America
Brazil 1940 87.4 84.9 26.5 22.6 3.9
Colombia 1938 72.7 67.4 29.8 25.3 4.5
Guyana g/ 1946 85.6 8l1.8 24.8 19.6 52
Peru h/ 1940 88.8 82.5 26.3 23.0 3.3
Venezuela i/ 1941 52.8 46.3 31.3 25.3 6.0



Table 1 (continued)

Percentage ever Singulate age Difference between
married among those at marriage sexes in singulate
Region, subregion Year of aged 45-49 (years) mean age at marriage
and country census Men Women Men Women (years)
Northern America
Canada 1911 84.9 88.0 28.6 24.3 4.3
1921 85.9 88.9 27.3 23,7 3.6
1931 86.0 89.7 27.8 24.6 3.2
1941 85.8 88.8 27.7 24.8 2.9
United States 1900 88.0 91.4 27.4 23.7 3.7
of America 1910 88.6 82.7 26.8 23.1 3.7
1920 87.0 89.9 26.0 22.5 3.5
1930 88.1 91.0 25.6 22.3 3.3
1940 88.8 91.4 25.6 22.7 2.9
Asia
East Asia
China 1930 . .s 23.3 19.3 4.0
1940 - . ve 18.5 ’a
1945 - .s .o 18.6 .o
Hong Kong 1931 93.9 96.4 25.2 20.8 4.4
Japan 1920 07.7 98.1 24.9 21.1 3.8
1925 e 98.2 25.1 21.1 4.0
1930 98.2 98.4 25.7 21.8 3.9
1935 i 98.5 26.4 22.5 3.9
1940 98.0 98.4 27.2 23.3 3.9
Republic of Korea 1925 98.3 99.3 20.5 16.5 4.0
1930 99.0 100.0 20.8 16.5 4.3
1935 99.3 99.9 21.1 171 4.0
South Asia
South-eastern Asia
Malaysia j/ 1947 298.0 99.0 24.2 18.4 5.8
Myanmar k/ 19171 s . 23.9 20.4 3.5
1921 Wi S 24.1 20.6 3.9
1931 .o i 23.3 20.3 3.0



Table 1 (continued)

married among those

Percentage ever

Singulate age
at marriage

Difference between
sexes in singulate

Region, subregion Year of aged 45-49 (years) mean age at marriage
and country census Men Women Men Women (years)
Philippines 1903 94.21/ 92.21/ 24.9 20.9 4.0
1939 96.8 1/  94.6 1/  25.1 21.9 32
1948 96.5 93.1 25.0 22,1 2.9
Thailand 1947 96.0 97.0 24.3 21,1 3.2
Southern Asia
India my/ 1901 95.7 1/ 99.01/  20.1 13.3 6.8
1911  95.9 1/ 98.9 1/ 20.3 13.5 6.8
1921 96.0 1/ 98.8 1/ 20.8 13.9 6.9
1931 96.51/ 99.21/ 18.9 i e 6.2
1941 96.3 ;_L/ 99.1 _1./ 20.0 14.7 Bed
Pakistan n/ 1921 96.4 98.9 21.5 13.0 8.5
1931 S6.6 8.8 19.6 12.3 s
1941 96.9 99.0 21.8 14.3 8
Sri Ianka 1901 87.1 89.9 24.6 18.3 6.3
1911 b o 26.5 20.8 5.7
1921 s e 27.0 21.4 5.6
1946 92.4 96.6 27.0 20.7 6.3
Western Asia
Turkey o/ 1935 96.7 97.5 23.1 19.7 3.4
Europe
Eastern Eurocpe
Bulgaria 1900 97.0 99.0 24.2 20.8 3.4
1910 a'e o ‘v 20.2 3
1926 e e s 21.5 .k
1934 97.3 98.6 3.9 21.6 2.3
Czechoslovakia 1900 p/ .. i 27.8 25.4 2.4
1910 p/ 93.8 ¢/  91.5 g/ - “ -
1921 93.5¢g/ 91.1 o/ aiv s %
1930 94.0 94.0 27.3 24.8 2:5
1947 90.0 90.0 27.4 23.0 4.4



Table 1 (continued)

Percentage ever
married among those

Singulate age

at marriage

Difference between
sexes in singulate

Region, subregion Year of aged 45-49 (years) mean age at marriage
and country census Men Wemen Men Women (years)
Hungary 1900 95.0 96.0 - - .
1930 94.6 93.7 26.8 2345 3.0
1941 93.7 91.4 27.9 23.6 4,3
Poland 1900 r/ 93.9 g/ 92.2 o/ 26.6 23.6 3:0
1931  95.0 g/ 91.8 g/ iis ~ i
1931 95.8 92.9 26.9 24.9 2.0
Romania 1899 95.0 97.0 24.5 20.3 4.2
1912 Wi e % 21.7 =
Serbia 1900 97.0 99.0 23.0 20.1 2.5
USSR 1897 s 94.9 g/ 24.2 21.4 2.8
1926 97.5 o/ 96.4 o/ 23.4 20.9 2.5
Yugoslavia s/ 1931 95.1 95.3 24.4 21.7 2.7
1948 94.7 94.2 2241 22.2 -0.1
Northern Eurcpe
Norway 1930 85.1 77.4 29.7 26.7 3.0
1946 83.8 78.2 28.8 24.5 4.3
United Kingdom
England and Wales 1901 89.0 1/ 86.6 1/ 27.2 25.8 1.4
1911 87.81/ 84.21/ 27.5 26.0 1.5
1921 88.0 1/ 83.6 1/ wie - -
1931 89.2 1/ 83.7 1/ 27.0 25.7 1.3
1939 90.51/ 83.3 1/ . ;
Southern Europe
Greece 1907 91.0 96.0 s - .
1928 t/ 92.6 96.2 28.9 24.0 4.9
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- 11 -

Percentage ever Singulate age Difference between
married among those at marriage sexes in singulate
Region, subregion Year of aged 45-49 (years) mean age at marriage
and country census Men Women Men Wamen (years)
Italy 1901  89.1u/ 89.1 W/ o i %
1911  90.0 u/ 89.4 W/ i o &
1921  89.1u/ 88.8 W/ o o 3
1931 90.9 u/ 88.1 W/ =i e .o
1936 90.7 W/ 86.9 W/ 28.3 25.3 3:0
Spain v/ 1900 93.6 89.8 27.4 24.5 2.9
1910 93.4 89.8 27.8 25.1 247
1920 92.5 89.4 27.9 25.7 2.2
1930 92.4 88.3 27.2 25.8 1.4
1940 91.8 86.3 29.4 26.7 2.7
Western Europe
Austria 1900 85.0 87.0 o “e i
1939 90.0 ¢/ 82.0 o/ 5 - .
Belgium 1900 83.9 82.9 273 25.4 1.9
1910 85.4 83.4 27.0 24.8 2.2
1920 86.8 84.7 27.2 25.3 1.9
1930 89.5 86.7 25.9 23.6 2.3
1947 90.9 89.6 26.5 23.4 3.1
Germany 1900 91.8 89.9 w/ 27.8 25.5 2.3
1910 92,1 89.6 u/ 27.9 25.3 2.6
1925 93.6 89.9 W/ 27.5 26.1 1.4
1933 94.3 89.4 u/ 28.3 26.2 2.1
1939 w/ 94.2 87.7 u/ 28.2 24.5 3.7
Luxembourg 1935 86.0 85.0 28.2 24.6 3.6
1947 86.0 85. 28.7 24.6 4.1
Netherlands 1900 87.0 86.0 ae oo .o
1930 89.2 85.1 27.3 25.4 1.
Switzerland 1900 84.0 83.0 - e 5e
1910 85.0 82.0 — - -
1930 £/ 85.5 8l.2 28.7 27.1 1.6
1941 £/ 86.2 79.9 29.2 26.2 3.0



Table 1 (contirued)

Percentage ever Singulate age Difference between
married among those at marriage sexes in singulate
Region, subregion Year of aged 45-49 (years) mean age at marriage
and country census Men Women Men Women (years)
Oceania
Australia x/ 1901 77.6 90.7 oo . .e
1911 78.0 87.7 e . -
1921 80.7 85.0 .o e .
1933 85.3 85.0 28.2 25.0 3.2
1947 86.7 87.5 25.8 22.5 3.3
New Zealard y/ 1936 86.4 86.5 28.3 25.4 2.9
1945 88.2 86.9 26.8 23,98 2.9

Sources: Mentions of United Nations Demographic Yearbooks refer to the following
publications: Demographic Yearbook 1949-50 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E/F.51.XIII.1); Demographic Yearbook 1955 (United Nations publication Sales
No. E/F.55.XIII.6)

Barbados, Brazil, Chile, Colambia, Guyana, Honduras, Hong Kong, Jamaica, Wiq.li,
New Zealand, Peru, Puerto Rico, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, and Venezuela: Demographic
Yearbook 1949-50, table 6.

Egypt, Mauritius and South Africa: Demographic Yearbook 1955, table 12.

Algeria: Dominique Tabutin, "Nuptiality and fertility in Maghreb", in Nuptiality
and Fertility, Iado T. Ruzicka, ed. (Liége, Ordina Editions, 1982), pp. 102 and 105,
tables 1 ard 3.

Austria: J. Hajnal, "European marriage patterns in perspective", in Population in
History: Essays in Historical Demography, D. V. Glass and D. E. C. Eversley, eds.
(London, Edward Arnold, 1965), p. 102, table 2; and J. Hajnal, "The marriage boom",
Population Index (Princeton, New Jersey), vol. 19, No. 2 (April 1953), table 4.

Australia: Peter F. McDonald, Marriage in Australia (Canberra, National Australian
University, 1974), p. 134, table 40 (national estimates are unweighted averages of data
for individual states presented in table 40); and Demographic Yearbook 1949-50, table 6.

Belgium: Christine Wattelar and Guillaume Wunsch, Etude démographique de la
nuptialité en Belgique (Iouvain, Université Catholique de Louvain, 1967), annex VII,

p. 118; singulate mean age at marriage derived from data given in annex VII with
percentage ever married at ages 45-49 and 50-54 assumed constant.
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Sources for table 1 (continued)

Bulgaria: Demographic Yearbook 1949-50, table 6; J. Hajnal, "European
marriage patterns in perspective", in Population in History: Essays in
Historical Demography, D. V. Glass and D. E. C. Eversley, eds. (London, Edward
Arnold, 1965), p. 103, table 3; June L. Sklar, "The role of marriage behaviour
in the demographic transition: the case of Eastern Europe arocund 1900",
Population Studies (ILondon), vol. 28, No. 2 (July 1974), p. 232, tables 1; and
Nikolei Botev, "Nuptiality in the course of the demographic transition: the
experience of the Balkan countries:, Population Studies (London), vol. 44,

No. 1 (March 1990), p. 108, table 1.

Canada: Ieroy O. Stone and Andrew J. Siggner, eds., The Population of
Canada: A Review of the Recent Patterns and Trends (Paris, Committee for
International Co-operation in National Research in Demography, 1974), p. 43,
table 3.3.

China: People’s Republic of China, Analysis of China’s National
One-per-Thousand Population Fertility Sampling Survey (Beijing, China
Population Information Center, 1984), p. 109, table 4; and S. N. Agarwala,
"Patterns of marriage in some ECAFE countries", in International Population
Conference, ILondon, 1969, vol.III (Liége, Intermational Union for the
Scientific Study of Population, 1971), p. 2113, table 1.

Czechoslovakia: June L. Sklar, "The role of marriage behaviour in the
demographic transition: the case of Eastern Europe around 1900", Population
Studies (London), vol. 28, No. 2 (July 1974), pp. 232-233, tables 1 and 2; and
J. Hajnal, "Age at marriage and proportions marrying", Population Studies
(London) , vol. VII No. 2 (November 1953), pp. 112 arnd 119, tables 1 and 5.

Germany: John Knodel, The Decline of Fertility in Germany, 1971-1939
(Princeton, New Jersey, Princeton University Press, 1974), p. 70, table 2.14.

Greece: Demographic Yearbook 1949-50, table 6; and J. Hajnal, "European
marriage patterns in perspective", in Population in History: Essays in
Historical Demography, D. V. Glass and D. E. C. Eversley, eds. (London, Edward
Arnold, 1965), p. 103, table 3.

Hungary: Demographic Yearbook 1949-50, table 6, Trianon territory; and
J. Hajnal, "European marriage patterns in perspective", in Population in
History: Essays in Historical Demography, D. V. Glass and D. E. C. Eversley,
eds. (London, BEdward Arnold, 1965), p. 103, table 3.

India: Stan D’Souza, "Nuptiality patterns and fertility implications in
South Asia", in Nuptiality and Fertility, Lado T. Ruzicka, ed. (Liége, Ordina
Editions, 1982), pp. 310 and 315, tables 1 ard 7. _

Italy: Massimo Livi-Bacci, A History of Italian Fertility During the
Iast Two Centuries (Princeton, New Jersey, Princeton University Press, 1977),
p. 100, tables 2.21 ard 2.22; and Demographic Yearbook 1949-50 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. 51.XIII.1), table 6.
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Sources for table 1 (continued)

Japan: Kazumasa Kobayasi and Yashihiro Tsubouchi, "Fertility
implications of nuptiality trends in Japan" paper presented to the
International Union for the Scientific Study of Population Seminar on
Nuptiality and Fertility, Bruges, Belgium, 8-11 January 1979, pp. 10 and 13,
tables 3 and 4; and Japan, Bureau of Statistics, Population of Japan: Summary
of the Results of the 1970 Population Census of Japan (Tokyo, 1975), p. 52,
table 4.3.

Lxembourg: J. Hajnal, "Age at marriage and proportions marrying",
Population Studies (London), vol. VII, No. 2 (November 1953),
pp. 112 and 119, tables 1 and 5.

Malaysia: S. N. Agarwala, "Patterns of marriage in some ECAFE
countries", in International Population Conference, ILondon 1969, vol. III
(Liege, International Union for the Scientific Study of Population, 1971),

p. 2114, table 1. J. Hajnal, "European marriage patterns in perspective", in
Population in History: Essays in Historical Demography, D. V. Glass ard
D. E. C. Eversley, eds. (ILondon, Edward Arnold, 1965), p. 104, table 4.

: S. N. Agarwala, "Patterns of marriage in same ECAFE countries",
International Population Conference, ILondon, 1969, vol. III (Liége,
International Union for the Scientific Study of Population, 1971),

p. 2113, table 1.

Netherlands: J. Hajnal, "European marriage patterns in perspective", in
Population in History: Essays in Historical Demography, D. V. Glass and
D. E. C. Eversley, eds. (London, Edward Arnold, 1965), p. 102, table 2; and
Demographic Yearbook 1949-50, table 6.

Norway: Per Ramholt, "Nuptiality, fertility and reproduction in Norway",
Population Studies (London), vol. VII, No. 1 (July 1953), p. 48,
table 3; singulate mean age at marriage derived from data given in table 3.

Pakistan: Stan D’Souza, "Nuptiality patterns and fertility implications
in South Asia", in Nuptiality and Fertility, Iado T. Ruzicka, ed. (Liége,
Ordina Editiars, 1982), pp. 314 and 316, tables 5 and 8.

Philippines: P. C. Smith, "Trends ard differentials in nuptiality",
Population of the Philippines, ESCAP Country Monograph Series, No. 5 (Bangkok
1978), p. 139, table 113.

Poland: Demographic Yearbook 1949-50, table 6; and June L. Sklar, "The
role of marriage behaviour in the demographic transition: the case of Eastern
Europe around 1900", Population Studies (London), vol. 28, No. 2 (July 1974),
pp. 232-233, tables 1 and 2.

Republic of Korea: The Population of the Republic of Korea, ESCAP
Country Monograph Series, No. 2 (Bangkok, 1975), pp. 52 and 54, tables 42 and
46; J. Hajnal, "European marriage patterns in perspective", in ation in
History: Essays in Historical Demography, D. V. Glass and D. E. C. Eversley,
eds. (London, Edward Armold, 1965), p. 104, table 4; and Yun Kim, "Age at
marriage and the trend of fertility in Korea", in Proceedings of the World
Population Conference Belgrade, 1965, vol. II (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.66.XIII.6), p. 147, table 1 (data refer to the Republic of Korea).
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Sources for table 1 (continued)

Romania: J. Hajnal, "European marriage patterns in perspective", in
Population in History: Essays in Historical Demography, D. V. Glass and
D. E. C. Eversley, eds. (London, Edward Arnold, 1965), p. 103, table 3; June
L. Sklar, "The role of marriage behaviour in the demographic transition: the
case of Eastern Europe around 1900", Population Studies (London), vol. 28,

No. 2 (1974), p. 232, table 1; and Nikolei Botev, "Nuptiality in the course of
the demographic transition: the experience of the Balkan countries, Population
Studies (London), vol. 44, No. 1 (March 1990), p. 108, table 1.

Serbia: J. Hajnal, "European marriage patterns in perspective", in
Population in History: Essays in Historical Demography, D. V. Glass and
D. E. C. Eversley, eds. (London, Edward Arnold, 1965), p. 103, table 3; June
L. Sklar, "The role of marriage behaviour in the demographic transition: the
case of Eastern Europe around 1900", Population Studies (London), vol. 28,

No. 2 (1974), p. 232, table 1.

Spain: B. C. Sanchez, "ILa evoluci n de la nupcialidad en Espa a
(1887-1975)", Revista Espa ola de Investigaciones Sociol gicas (Madrid),
vol. 20, No. 1 (1983), p. 87, table 1.

Sri lIanka: For percentage ever married, Dallas F. S. Fernando,
"Changing nuptiality patterns in Sri Ianka, 1901-1971", Population Studies
(London) , vol. 29, No. 2 (July 1975), tables 6-8; and for singulate mean age
at marriage, Sri lLanka, Department of Census and Statistics, The Population of
Sri Ianka (Paris, Committee for International Co-operation in National
Research in Demography, 1974), table 3.11.

Switzerland: Demographic Yearbook 1949-50, table 6; and J. Hajnal, "The
marriage boom", Population Index (Princeton, New Jersey), vol. 19, No. 2
(April 1953), tables 2, 3 and 6.

Thailand: J. Hajnal, "European marriage patterns in perspective", in
Population in History: Essays in Historical Demography, D. V. Glass and
D. E. C. Eversley, eds. (London, Edward Arnold, 1965), p. 104, table 4.

Tunisia: Dominique Tabutin, "Nuptiality and fertility in Maghreb", in
Nuptiality and Fertility, Lado. T. Ruzicka, ed. (Liége, Ordina Editions,
1982), pp. 102 and 105, tables 1 and 3.

United Kingdom (England and Wales): J. Hajnal, "Aspects of recent trends
in age at marriage in England and Wales", Population Studies (London), vol. I,
No.1l (June 1947), p. 72, table 1.; and J. Hajnal, "Age at marriage and
proportions marrying", Population Studies (London), vol. VII, No. 2 (November
1953), pp. 112 and 119, tables 1 ard 5.

USSR: Demographic Yearbook 1949-50, table 6; and Roland Pressat, '"Vues
historiques sur la population de 1’/URSS", Population (Paris), vol. 39, No. 3
(May-June 1984), p. 546; and J. Hajnal, "European marriage patterns in
perspective", in Population in History: Essays in Historical Demography,

D. V. Glass and D. E. C. Eversley, eds. (lLondon, Edward Arnold, 1965),
p. 103, table 3.

United States of America: Bureau of the Census, Census of Population
1960, wvol. 1, Characteristics of the population, Part 1, United States
Summary (Washington, D.C., Department of Comerce, 1961), p. 1-438, table 177;
singulate mean age at marriage derived from data in table 177.

Yugoslavia: Demographic Yearbook 1949-50, tables 5 and 6.
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Notes for table 1

Data pertain to national borders as of the date stated.

Including Rodrigues.

Age classification based on year of birth rather than on completed
f age.

Excluding nomad population.

At that time called the Union of South Africa.

De jure population.

Including consensual unions.

Not adjusted for underenumeration; excluding Jjungle population;
including consensual unions.
i/ Excluding tribal Indians.
Data refer only to the Federation of Malaya.
Formerly called Burma.
Percentage ever married refers to age group 45-54.
Data for periods prior to 1948 include Pakistan.
Percentage ever married for women refers to age group 35-39.
Excluding Hatay.
The singulate mean age at marriage for 1900 is average for Bohemia,
Moravia and Silesia, which later became part of Czechoslovakia; the percentage
ever married for 1910 pertains to provinces of Austria and Hungary that later
became part of Czechoslovakia.

g/ Percentage ever married refers to age group 40-49.

Data for 1900 refer to various provinces of Austria, Germany and
Russia that later became part of Poland; singulate mean ages at marriage are
unweighted averages for the selected provinces.
Age group 50-54 pertains to ages 50-59.
Excluding Dodecanese.
Percentage ever married refers to age group 50-54.
Percentage ever married refers to ages 46-50.
Including Austria.
Excluding aborigines.
Excluding Maoris.
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Table 2. Prevalence of marriage and singulate mean age at marriage, by sex,
intercensal estimates for some European countries, 1900-1950

Percentage Singulate
ever married mean age at Differcnce between
among those aged marriage sexes in singulate
Intercensal 45-49 (years) mean age at marriage
Country period Men Women Men Women (years)
Denmark 1930-1935 89.8 86.7 27.9 24.9 3.0
1935-1940 93.0 92.1 26.9 24.0 2.9
1940-1945 89.8 89.9 27.2 23.8 3.4
1945-1950 94.2 95.9 26.6 23.2 3.4
Finland 1930-1935 86.4 84.1 29.5 26.7 2.8
1935-1940 89.6 85.2 29.3 26.1 32
1940-1945 94.6 9l1.3 27.6 25.2 2.4
1945-1950 96.7 23.3 26.6 24.2 2.4
France a/ 1901-1905 89.6 88.8 28.0 24.6 3.4
1911-1915 89.2 88.8 27.8 24.4 3.4
1921~-1925 90.1 88.7 28.0 24.3 3.7
1931-1935 91.0 89.1 27.5 23.6 3.9
1941-1945 91.4 B1:5 212 24.1 3l
Italy 1901-1905 oy i 27.4 23.8 3.6
1911-1915 = ae 279 23.8 ed
1921-1925 =y A 275 24.1 3.4
1931-1935 i o 27.5 24.3 327
1941-1945 = o 28.3 24.9 3.4
Ireland 1936-1941 64.8 70.4 32.6 28.1 4.5
1941-1946 74.4 83.2 32.0 27.6 4.4
Netherlands 1900-1904 87.0 86.0 28.3 26.4 1.9
1905-1909 P P 28.2 26.2 2.0
1910-1914 . .. 28.1 26.2 1.9
1915-1919 . .o 28.1 26.2 Ly
1935-1939 T oF 28.0 25.8 2.2
1940-1944 &5 Y 28.0 25.8 2.2
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Table 2 (continued)

Percentage Singulate
ever married mean age at Difference between
among those aged marriage sexes in singulate
Intercensal 45-49 (years) mean age at marriage
Country periocd Men Women Men Women (vears)

Portugal 1930-1935 85.7 80.9 27.2 27.0 0.2
1935-1940 85.6 80.6 275 25,0 2+5
1945-1950 90.7 87.1 27.2 24.9 2.3
Sweden 1930-1935 82.4 80.2 29.7 26.4 3.3
1935-1940 88.2 88.6 28.8 25.4 3.4
1940-1945 90.8 92.9 27.9 24.5 3.4
1945-1950 89.6 93.4 27.4 24.1 2

Sources:

Demmark, Finland, Ireland, Portugal and Sweden: N. B. Ryder, "Measures of recent
nuptiality in the Western World", in International Populaticn Conference, New York, 1961,
vol. IT (London, Internatiocnal Union for the Scientific Study of Population, 1963),

p. 298, table 3.

France: Jean-Claude Chasteland and Roland Pressat, "Ia nuptialité des générations
francaises depuis un siécle", Population (Paris), vol. 17, No. 2 (April-June 1962),
tables 1 and 2.

Ttaly: Massimo Livi-Bacci, A History of Italian Fertility During the Iast Two
Centuries (Princeton, New Jersey, Princeton University Press, 1977), p. 100, tables 2.21
and 2.22.

Netherlands: F. van Poppel and F. Willekens, "The decrease in the age at first
marriage in the Netherlands after the Second World War: a log-linear analysis", in
Population and Family in the Iow Countries III, R. L. Cliquet and others, eds. (Voorburg,
Netherlands, and Brussels; Netherlands Interuniversity Demographic Institute and
Population and Family Study Center, 1983), p. 227, table 1.

a/ Estimates pertain to a five-year cohort born 50 years earlier; percentages ever
married are for exact age 50 and are not comparable to other estimates in the table.
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Figure 1. Distribution of countries according to singulate mean age at
marriage, selected countries, 1900-1950
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Throughout the first decades of the century, male SMAMs ard, in
particular, female SMAMs conformed to very specific marriage-timing patterns,
supporting, with few exceptions, the model proposed by Hajnal. A clear
distinction can be made between most of the Asian and African countries (ILatin
America is examined separately below), on the one hand, and the countries of
Nortl'len'iAmerlca,EuropeandOsJeanla on the other. Asia and Africa were
essentially regions of early marriage timing. As concerns Africa, the pre-war
data are not entirely sufficient to generalize this conclusion. However, if
the African census and survey estimates of the 1950s (annex table A.l) are
assumed to reflect a nuptiality situation that also prevailed in the early
decades of the 1900s (thus assuming at least constant nuptiality), then
Africa, like Asia, was a region with early female marriage and high marriage
Prevalence.

Among men, most SMAMs were under 27 years and among women, almost all
cbservations were under 22 years. The opposite is observed among the
countries of Northern America, Europe and Oceania (figure 1). However, the
early-marriage pattern observed in Africa and Asia is far from being uniform.
The majority of male SMAMs for these regions varied between 20 and 26 years;
but during the 1940s, SMAMs exceeding 27 years were reported in Japan, South
Africa, Tunisia and Sri Ianka. For the earlier decades, the 1900s and 1910s,
male SMAMs as low as 20 years were observed, notably in India, Korea and
Pakistan, and ages even under 20 years were reported in India and Pakistan in
the 1931 census (table 1). It should also be noted that there was a tendency
towards higher SMAMs as they evolved from the early 1900s towards the

mid-century.

Among women, there was a similar pattern of very low SMAMs and a trerd
towards higher SMAMs from the early 1900s towards the 1940s. SMAMs remained
under 22 years over a long period with only slight fluctuations. Until the
1930s, female SMAMs remained between 20 and 22 years in Japan, Myanmar, 1/ the
Philippines and Sri lanka. They remained under 20 years in China (18-19), and
in Korea (16-18), and even under 15 years in India and Pakistan. Indeed, the
latter two countries had some of the lowest female SMAMs in the world at the
time, with a minimm of about 13 years in 1900 and a maximum of about 14.5 in
1941. Only in Japan after the 1930s and in the Philippines in the 1940s did
SMAMs exceed 22 years (23.3 in Japan in 1940). In Africa, only in Mauritius
and South Africa were female SMAMs over 22 years (table 1).

As concerns latin America and the Caribbean, the data given in table 1 do
not reflect properly the patterns of first marriage, primarily because large
proportions of consensual unions, known to be common in many of these
countries, were misreported or underreported or were not recorded at all in
many early census years. This situation is reflected not only in the
camparatively high female SMAMs found in countries of low-level economic
development, but especially in the extremely low percentages of men and women
ever married by ages 45-49. Most of the marriage prevalence levels recorded
fall below the 90 per cent threshold, and even below 80 per cent in some
cases. In Barbados, Guyana and Jamaica, where visiting unions are common
(United Nations, 1988), prevalence among women was in the 60 per cent
bracket. An extreme case is illustrated by Venezuela, where in age group
45-49 only 46 per cent of women and 53 per cent of men were reported ever
married in the 1941 census.
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It is possible that in some, if not all, of these countries, the
population adopted (through traditions and religious custams) the Western
European pattern of late marriage. Hence, wamen’s marriage timing was not as
early in Iatin America as in some of the Asian or African countries, where
child marriage customs favoured very early female matrimony. One could even
speculate in the light of available data that Iatin America could fall in the
late-marriage/low-prevalence category like Europe, but given the absence of
reliable vital registration and census data on nuptiality, it is evidently not
possible to make such a conclusion.

In the countries of Northern America, Eurcpe (excluding Eastern Europe)
and Oceania (see figure 1), a pattern of SMAMs opposite to that of Africa and
Asia is found. It is seen first that among men, SMAMs exceeded 25 years and
among women, 22 years. Secondly, the range of these SMAMs throughout the
first decades showed much narrower variation than in the developing
countries: SMAMs for men varied from 26 to 28 years; and those for women,
from 23 and 26 years.

Exceptions to this general pattern are observed in several countries of
Eastern Europe, where some SMAMs were under 25 years among men and 22 among
women. These countries were Bulgaria, Romania, Serbia, the USSR and
Yugoslavia. Their SMAMs for men ranged from 23.0 years in Serbia (1900) to
24.5 in Romania (1899); and for women, from 20.1 years in Serbia in 1900 to
21.7 in Yugoslavia in 1931. As far as timing is concerned, these observations
represent an intermediate-marriage pattern. However, some countries of
Eastern Europe--namely, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Poland--conformed to the
standard late-marriage pattern observed in the rest of Europe, with male SMAMs
exceeding 26 years and female SMAMs of 23 years or over. It also appears that
the marriage pattern in the Baltic region of Eastern Europe was more similar
to that of Western Europe. Of course, because of border changes subsequent to
the First and Second World Wars, the geopolitical concept of Eastern Europe is
difficult to reconstitute for the period preceding 1950. On the other hand,
the pattern in the Balkan region was closer to the marriage norms of Asia
(Sklar, 1974), but without encompassing child marriages. Possible reasons for
these differences are examined below in the discussion of determinants of
marriage patterns (section B).

In the rest of Europe, in Northern America and in Australia and New
Zealand, the late marriage patterns prevailed——not without exceptions—-with
SMAMs for men ranging between 27 and 30 years and those for women, between 23
and 26 years. During the 1930s and 1940s, means for the United States fell
somewhat outside this pattern for both sexes: male SMAMs fluctuated below 27
years; and female SMAMs below 23 years. Australia also reported a female SMAM
of 22.5 years in 1947 (table 1). At the opposite end, on the basis of
intercensal estimates, Ireland displayed the highest ages at first marriage,
with male SMAMs of about 32 years and female SMAMs exceeding 28 years during
the period 1936-1941 and 27 years during 1941-1946. Women in Switzerland in
1930 and in Portugal during the period 1930-1935 also had SMAMs exceeding 27
years (table 2). It is also worth noting that there was some overlap in SMAMs
of certain countries with different types of marriage patterns: during the
1930s and 1940s, for instance, SMAMs of both sexes were higher in Japan than
in the United States (table 1).
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Table 3 (panel A) presents trends in female SMAMs based on both single
census and intercensal estimates in countries for which indices were available
for at least two points in time. 2/ In ILatin America, only one country had the
required data. Africa is not included in this table because of the lack of
data on trends.

For the Asian countries reviewed, trend data suggest that, except for
China and Myarmar, age at first marriage increased among women. In India and
Pakistan, where SMAMs were at first very low, about 13 years, the increments
were 0.04 and 0.07 year per anmum, respectively, during the period covered.
By 1941, however, SMAMs had not exceeded 15 years.

In the developed countries, during the time-span for which data on trends
were available, female age at first marriage declined in all countries except
Canada, Italy, Iuxembourg and Spain. The countries of Northern Europe had the
largest reductions, with annual declines of more than 0.1 year. In Western
Europe, the changes were less significant: less than 0.05 year annually.
SMAMs declined slightly in the United States and increased somewhat in
Canada. In Oceania, however, SMAMs fell sharply, particularly in New
Zealand. Thus, the overall trend in the developed countries was towards
earlier marriages.

2. Difference between sexes in age at first marriage

Differences between male and female SMAMs constitute distinctive traits
of the marriage formation process and especially of the differences in timing
norms of men and women. In the present case, these variations characterize
somewhat differently the early- and late-marriage patterns observed in the
countries reviewed. The general cbservation is that during the first half of
the twentieth century, differences between male and female SMAMs were much
larger in the developing countries than in the industrialized countries,
regardless of the time period considered (see table 1 and figure 2). For
countries with an early-marriage pattern, particularly those where women marry
before age 15, the differences were largest: differences of more than six
years were reported for India; and they exceeded seven and even eight years
during certain time periods in Pakistan (figure 2).

Iarge differences were also cbserved in countries where female SMAMs were
about ages 18-20, as was the case in Algeria, Barbados, Egypt, Guyana,
Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Trinidad and Tobago, and Tunisia, where differences of
from five to six years between male and female SMAMs were cbserved. In figure
2, these countries appear at the bottom of the pyramid of age differences for
the various time periods indicated. Thus, most countries with an
early-marriage pattern display, with some exceptions, differences in SMAM
between men and women of no less than four years.

Conversely, in countries of Northern America, Europe and Oceania, which
had intermediate- and late-marriage patterns, SMAM differences between men and
women were much smaller and varied, mostly between two and four years,
regardless of the time period considered. Differences exceeding four years,
were cbserved in the 1940s in two countries of Eastern Europe, as well as in
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Table 3.

Change in female singulate mean age at marriage and marriage

prevalence for countries by region, various periods, 1900-1950

Singulate mean age at

marriage
Earliest Most recent Average change
Region, subregion census census per annum
and country Census years a/ (years) (years) (years)
A. Singulate mean age at marriage
Americas
ILatin America
Chile 1930-1940 24.9 24.7 -0.02
Northern America
Canada 1911-1941 24.3 24.8 0.02
United states
of America 1900-19240 23.7 22.7 -0.03
Asia
East Asia
China 1930-1945 19.3 18.6 -0.05
Japan 1920-15940 2kl 23.3 0.07
Republic of Korea 1925~1935 16.5 b 5 0.06
South Asia
India 1901-1941 3.3 14.7 0.04
Myarmar b/ 1911-15931 20.4 20.3 0.00
Pakistan 1921-1941 13.0 14.3 0.07
Philippines 1903-1948 20.° 22.1 0.03
Sri lLanka 1901-1946 18.3 20.7 0.06
Europe ¢/
Northern Europe
Dermark 1930-1935~-
1945-1950 24.9 23.2 -0:31
Finland 1930-1935-
1945-1950 26.7 24.2 -0.17
Ireland 1936-1941-
1941-1946 28.1 27.6 -0.14
Norway 1930-1946 26.7 24.5 -0.14
Sweden 1930-1935-
1945-1950 26.4 24.1 -0.15
United Kingdom
England and Wales 1901-1931 25.8 25.77 -0.01
Southern Europe
Italy 1901-1905-
1941-1945 23.8 24.9 0.03
Portugal 1930-1935~-
1945-1950 27.0 24.9 -0.14
Spain 1900-1940 24.5 26.7 0.06
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Table 3 (continued)
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Prevalence Average change
Earliest Most recent per annum
Region, subregion census census (
and country Census years a/ (Percentage) (Percentage) points)
Western Europe
Belgium 1900-1947 25.4 23.4 -0.04
France 1901-1905-
1941-1945 24.6 24.1 -0.01
Germany 1900-1939 25.5 24.5 -0.03
Luxembouryg 1935-1947 24.6 24.6 0.00
Netherlands 1900-1904-
1940-1944 26.4 25.8 -0.02
Switzerland 1930-1941 27.1 26.2 -0.08
Oceania
Australia 1933-1947 25.0 22.5 -0.18
New Zealand 1936-1945 26.8 23.9 -0.32
B. Percentage ever married at ages 45-49
Americas
Latin America
Chile 1930-1940 81.5 80.1 -0.14
Northern America
Canada 1911-1941 88.0 88.8 0.03
United States
of America 1900-1940 91.4 9l1.4 0.00
Asia d/
East Asia
Japan 1920-1940 98.1 98.4 0.02
Republic of Korea 1925-1935 99.3 99.9 0.06
South Asia
India 1901-1941 99.0 99.1 0.00
Pakistan 1921-1941 98.9 99.0 0.01
Philippines 1903-1948 92.2 93.1 0.02
Sri Lanka 1901-1946 89.9 96.6 0.15
Europe ¢/
Northern Europe
Dermark 1930-1935-
1945-1950 86.7 95.9 0.61
Finland 1930-1935~
1945-1950 84.1 93.3 0.61
Ireland 1936-1941-
1941-1946 70.4 83.2 2.56
Norway 1930-1946 77.4 78.2 0.05
Sweden 1930-1935-
1945-1950 80.2 93.4 0.88
United Kingdom
England and Wales 1901-1939 86.6 83.3 -0.09



Table 3 (continued)

Prevalence Average change
Earliest Most recent per anmum
Region, subregion census census (percentage
and country Census years a/ (Percentage) (Percentage) points)
Southern Europe
Greece 1907-1928 96.0 96.2 0.01
Italy 1901-1936 89.1 86.9 -0.06
Portugal 1930-1935-
1945-1950 80.9 87.1 0.41
Spain 1900-1940 89.8 86.3 -0.09
Western Europe
Belgium 1900-1947 82.9 89.6 0.14
France 1901-1905-
1941-1945 88.8 87.5 -0.03
Germany 1900-1939 89.9 87.7 -0.06
Luxembourg 1935-1947 85.0 85.0 0.00
Netherlands 1900-1930 86.0 85.1 -0.03
Switzerland 1900-1941 83.0 79.9 -0.08
Oceania :
Australia 1933-1947 85.0 87.5 0.18
New Zealand 1936-1945 86.5 86.9 0.04

Sources: For single census estimates, table 1; and for intercensal estimates,
table 2.

a/ The years compared are the earliest and most recent (up to 1950) in countries
for which at least two indices were available.

b/ Formerly called Burma.

¢/ Countries in Eastern Europe were omitted because comparable indices at two
points in time were not available for the period under study.

d/ China and Myarmar were omitted for percentage ever married ages 45-49 because
camparable data were not available.
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Irelard, Luxembourg and Norway. The smallest differences--less than two
years—were noted in Belgium, England and Wales, Germany, the Netherlands,
Spain and Switzerland, in specific census years (table 1).

3. Prevalence of marriage

The patterns of marriage prevalence measured by the percentage of men and
women ever married among those aged 45-49 are presented in tables 1 and 2 and
in figure 3. The data underscore, despite the small number of observations,
the considerable differences in prevalence of marriage between the countries
of early- and late-marriage patterns, as well as the separate pattern
reflected by the Iatin American countries and those of Eastern Europe.
Marriage prevalences of men and women are often of the same order of
magnitude, although differences arise as a result of historical and cultural
circumstances, as well as from migrations and changes in natality and
mortality which may affect the marriage market.

More specific patterns of marriage prevalence emerge when such
percentages are examined within each of the world regions. In BAsia, marriage
was universal among both men and women in most countries, and in many
countries prevalence was over 98 per cent. With few exceptions, throughout
the decades of the early 1900s prevalenc:e was usually over 95 per cent ever
married, both in countries where many marriages were taking place in early
adolescence, such as India and Pakistan, and in those where marriages were
relatively late (by Asian standards), such as Japan. The trend in marriage
prevalence was and remained high in most of the Asian countries reviewed.
Among the exceptions, the most striking pertains to Sri Ianka, where the 1901
census reported prevalence levels below 90 per cent for both sexes. 3/ 1In the
Philippines, also, prevalence among women--from 92.2 to 94.6 per cent ever
married--was low, at least by Asian standards. 4/

Iack of data for many African countries, particularly for the early
1900s, considerably hampers any conclusions regarding prevalence. The
readings for a few African countries during the 1940s, presented in table 1,
show the high prevalence levels implied in the later censuses. When takmg
into consideration all types of marriages in this region, legal-—customary,
consensual and religious (United Nations, 1988)--nearly universal marriage
could be assumed to prevail in most countries, even though the prevalence
shown by the available data falls short of that level.

In Iatin America and the Caribbean, the problems of underreporting and
misreporting of marriages noted previocusly with respect to the estimation of
SMAM also apply here. Although universal marriage to the degree found in Asia
(96 per cent or more ever married) may not be the prevailing marriage
prevalence norm, it seems unlikely that 30 or even 20 per cent of the men and
women of this region were never in a marital union by ages 45-49, had all the
consensual ard visiting unions been properly enumerated. This is part of the
reason that the Latin American prevalence levels, identified by an asterisk in
figure 3, display significant deviations from the overall pattern of the other
developing countries.
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Figure 3. Distribution of countries according to prevalence of marriage,
selected countries, 1900-1950
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In Northern America, Europe and Oceania, low marriage prevalence (under 93
per cent) was the major characteristic, except for some countries of Eastern
Europe in certain years. The latter countries, Bulgaria, Serbia, Romania and
the USSR in 1926 and Hungary in 1900, had prevalence levels for both sexes
ranging from 96 to 99 per cent. The marriage prevalence of these countries,
relatively high by European standards, is quite close to that of some Asian
countries. In general, the countries of Eastern Europe, identified by a
circle in figure 3, are quite clearly above the cut-off line of 93 per cent
ever married for both sexes.

Below this threshold, the rest of the countries with a late-marriage
pattern displayed low marriage prevalence. The range is wide, however, for
both sexes in most of the early decades of the century. Among men, the range
varied around the year 1900 from 77 per cent in Australia to 93 per cent in
Spain. During the 1920s, there are only few observations, ranging fram 80 per
cent in Australia to 93 per cent in Germany. The lowest prevalence levels
measured by intercensal indicators were recorded in Ireland (which also
experienced the latest marriages), with 64.8 and 74.4 per cent for men and
70.4 and 83.2 per cent for women during the periods 1931-1936 and 1936-1941,
respectively (see table 2). Male prevalence of more than 90 per cent was
recorded during the 1930s and 1940s in the Mediterranean countries—Greece,
Spain, Italy and Portugal--as well as in Germany (pre-war borders), where male
marriage prevalence exceeded 94 per cent in 1933 and 1939 (see table 1).
Intercensal estimates of over 90 per cent among men were also recorded in
Dermark, Finland, Portugal, France and Sweden during the 1940s.

Although, thecretically, marriage prevalence levels among men and wamen
tend to be more or less commensurate in the developed countries reviewed here,
one finds a consistent pattern of differences in prevalence between the two
sexes. Thus, in the two countries of Northern America and the two in Oceania,
levels of marriage prevalence of women exceeded those of men, whereas in the
European countries, marriage prevalence was almost always lower among wamen
than among men during the period reviewed. Some exceptions include Greece,
Ireland and, more recently, Dermark in the 1940s.

With regard to trends in marriage prevalence, the data given in table 3
(panel B) show that for most countries for which estimates of prevalence were
available for at least two points in time during the period under review,
prevalence of women increased in Asia, Northern America and Oceania, and in
most European countries, except in Southern and Western Europe.

The association observed by Hajnal between the timing and prevalence of
marriage is examined in figure 4. As can be seen, countries are generally
distributed along a diagonal with late-marriage/low-prevalence countries in
the upper left corner and early-marriage/high-prevalence countries towards the
right corner. There are, however, exceptions which show that a population
with a late-marriage pattern is not necessarily associated with high
proportions permanently single. This point is illustrated by comparing India
with Japan as well as Serbia with Belgium (see table 1).
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Figure 4. Relationship between singulate mean age at marriage
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B. Some determinants of marriage patterns

Although the data presented here pertam to the first half of the
twentieth century, an understanding of the marriage patterns of this period
requires a brief assessment of the situation before the twentieth century,
because the marriage trends of the early 1900s were to a large extent shaped

by the past.
1. Comparative nuptiality conditions prior to 1900

In the context of the family, marriage represents the initial step in
furthering group survival and family expansion. There are, however,
variations in the timing for entering matrimony, which differ not only between
men andwcsnen, but also according to cultural traditions, religious customs
and socio—economic constraints. In fact, many of the explanations proposed to
account for marriage patterns are based on the assumption that age at first
marriage is primarily, but not solely, a function of the ability of couples to
have an economic basis for supporting their household (e.g., Hajnal, 1965;
Watkins, 1981). Thus, marriage timing and prevalence became a function of
when and to what extent this pre-condition is met, given the prevailing
econcmic and socio-cultural constraints of society. In other words, there is
a fundamental economic requirement that underlies the formation of a first
marital union, and this requirement affects marriage patterns differently in
diverse socio—cultural and economic contexts. 5/ This point emerges clearly
from the contrast between marriage patterns in the countries of currently
developing regions and those of pre-industrial Eurocpe. In the African and
Asian countries, with their traditional societies and agricultural systems of
production, early and universal marriage pattermms were prevalent. On the
other hand, in pre-industrial Europe, late marriages are reported as far back
as the eighteenth century, although at the time these countries were neither
industrialized nor wurbanized (Hajnal, 1965). The question thus arises as to
what were some of the societal differences that favoured early marriage in one
region of the world and late marriage in the other, even though both were
camposed primarily of agrarian societies. Although a full answer to such a
question goes beyond the frame of this study, some aspects of differences in
the societal context of the two major marriage patterns are examined.

Within the limited scope adopted in this overview, there are numerous
difficulties that hinder a proper assessment of marriage conditions in the
past (Goubert, 1965). One is the economic and socio-cultural heterogeneity of
the regions and societies under study (Drake, 1969). Ancther is the lack of
large-scale, sufficient and reliable information on population characteristics
as related to marriage (Henry, 1965). Still ancther is the fact that even
when available, reconstituted nuptiality data are often limited to particular
occupational groups or specific social strata or are circumscribed to villages
or small regions (Eversley, 1965; Gaskin, 1978). Conclusions are thus valid
only for 1limited areas and well-defined population subgroups; and even then,
unique or special cases and circumstances often emerge.

(a) The late-marriage pattern

Little is actually known regarding the timing and the circumstances under
which the late-marriage pattern originated in Western Eurcpe (Coale, 1967;
Hajnal, 1965) or even when a ceremony to celebrate and record marriages (and
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their timing) became popular throughout society (Chauvin, 1984). What seems
to emerge from a variety of studies is that in pre-industrial Europe, which
was typically an agrarian society, the social, demographic and econamic
setting favoured ﬂxeestablls}unentofnﬂepe:ﬂentrmseknldsmmmarriagearﬁ
hence contributed to the formation of the European late-marriage pattern.

Various factors are believed to have played a role in this regard. When
mortality was high, as it was in the past, it is assumed that early marriage
was favoured, at least in certain social strata. Children from the richer
classes could inherit early and could marry and establish their household
early. Among the labouring classes, where unemployment was more cammon, nhew
and more job opportunities appeared earlier as a result of early mortality,
thus providing marriage candidates with an opportunity to find work more
readily and to establish their household at younger ages (Eversley, 1957;
Ohlin, 1961; Smith, 1977). The decline in mortality is believed to have
contributed to late marriage not only through delayed inheritance and work
opportunities, but also because, in the absence of birth control, greater
child survival led to excess parity; and delayed marriage is interpreted as a
demographic response which would shorten the women’s reproduction span (Davis
and Blake, 1956; Matras, 1965; Lesthaeghe, 1980). The historically low level
of natural fertility in pre-industrial Europe has been attributed mainly to
"nuptiality control" (Coale, 1967; Bongaarts, 1982). Although late marriage
did indeed curtail the level of natural fertility in that period, there is no
evidence that for individual couples low fertility was the explicit purpose of
delaying their marriage (McDonald, 1981). 6/

The muclear family, assumed to have been quite prevalent in
pre-industrial Europe, has been traced as far back as the Middle Ages
(Guichard and Cuvillier, 1986; Bresc, 1986; Burguiére and Lebrun, 1986); thus,
it was co-existing with both the stem and the extended family systems (for
definition of family types, see United Nations, 1988). The prevalence and
expansion of the nuclear family is seen as a factor in determining the
late-marriage pattern, because for a young couple who want to marry, it takes
more time to establish an economic basis for 1living independently or outside
the extended family.

It was during the eighteenth century that values giving increasing
importance to companionship in marriage, to the role of the mother and the
rearing of children became more prominent (Ariés, 1948; Stone, 1979). This
development strengthened the formation and expansion of an independent nuclear
family (Badinter, 1980). 7/

Delay of first marriage to later ages was further influenced by the
prevailing inheritance systems, which were more prevalent in certain regions
than in others. European inheritance customs encompassed a wide range of
rules. Provisions ranged from the older son inheriting the entire property
(primogeniture), which was intended to keep the property intact, to equal
division, where the younger sons could receive or claim a share of the
property or be compensated according to testamentary or legal provisions,
while women’s share was often settled through dowry (Connell, 1962; Berkner
and Mendels, 1978; Guichard and Cuvillier, 1986). In England, the landowner
was allowed almost total testamentary freedom, whereas in France (under the
Napoleonic Code), this freedom was limited and in the absence of a will
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children were entitled to equal shares (Habakkuk, 1955). The effect of such
dispositions on age at marriage varied, however, with degree of parental
wealth and type of family system, as well as with social strata. Holders of
large estates could theoretically endow their children more easily and allow
them to marry young. But this was not necessarily the case. Data show that
among English peers, for instance, age at marriage increased from 26.3 to 29.2
years for men and from 20.7 to 25.5 years for women between the periods
1575-1599 and 1775-1799 (Wrigley, 1971), despite their high social position.
This institution prevailed in a number of agrarian societies of Europe,
notably in Ireland (Berkner, 1972; Wolf, 1988). Among the poor and the
landless, nuclear families are assumed to have prevailed.

The magnitude of the impact of inheritance systems on marriage timing is,
however, difficult to ascertain. It depended upon local traditions and legal
constraints, as well as upon family wealth, family size and especially upon
socio—-economic conditions (Wedgwood, 1929; Stone, 1979; Wrigley, 1971). For
instance, pressure on land appears to have been a major cause of delayed
marriages, notably in Finland and in certain regions of Norway (Drake, 1972;
Iutz, 1987), whereas ©readily available land favoured early marriage
(Chojnacka, 1976).

The condition of women was somewhat different, but they, too, had to
delay marriage until a dowry could be assembled and/or an economically sound
marriage partner was available. Dowry customs were complex, differed by
social classes and changed through time. In certain cases, daughters of the
aristocracy sent to convents for their education were recalled only if they
could be married, and ummarriageable daughters were sent to convents (see,
e.g., Connell, 1962; Badinter, 1980). Although these circumstances pertain
primarily to agrarian societies, it should be borne in mind that not all of
Europe was agricultural. Rural industries were not uncommon and examples that
show early "proletarization" of the rural population to be associated with
younger ages at marriage as early as the eighteenth century are available,
notably in regions of Belgium, the Netherlands and Switzerland (Lesthaeghe,
1977). This may be attributed to the fact that the expansion of rural home
industries brought additional income to families, which in turn did not
require young couples to delay marriage.

The institution of servants, which was common among the Western European
populations where muclear households prevailed, is also believed to have been
an important mechanism of late marriage. Servants were almost always
ummarried and worked for long periods as damestics or labourers in
agricultural holdings until they had sufficient savings to establish their own
household. Such delays were not observed, however, in areas where joint
families prevailed. In such families, outside labour was not called upon and
children could be married younger because they remained in the family to work
on the land (Wrigley, 1971; Hajnal, 1982).

Various other factors with potential but not proved effects on marriage
timing are sometimes mentioned, such as taxes on bachelors to finance war
(Glass, 1972) and legislation enacted to regulate the fertility of the poor
(Knodel, 1967; Stone, 1979).
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Migrations, with significant sex differentials, have also affected the
marriage markets and delayed marriages (Eversley, 1965). Celibacy of the
military and of the clergy was also mentioned as having affected overall
marriage prevalence in certain countries (Ariés, 1960; Livi-Bacci, 1968b,
1972; Henry and Houdaille, 1978; Badinter, 1980).

(b) The early-marriage pattern

What is known with regard to the social and cultural conditions of
marriage for most African and Asian countries during the pre-war period is
generally drawn from anthropological studies undertaken during and after the
colonial period but generally limited to specific population groups or small
areas. As noted in a previous publication (United Nations, 1988), available
research attributes the early-marriage pattern cbserved in these countries to
various interactions between prevailing production systems, demographic
conditions, family structure and religious and cultural traditions. The
combined outcome of such conditions provides for an immediate economic basis
for establishing a new household, high fertility incentives and very early
marriage norms, primarily among girls.

The actual mechanisms whereby early marriage was achieved varied from
country to country and from culture to culture. In general, the agrarian
production system and the family organization appear as major bases of the
early-marriage pattern. The extended (joint) family system, characterized by
strong common economic and family ties, is able to provide readily the
economic support for newly married couples. In this family system, children
do not leave the family at marriage; they are integrated into the family
production system and acquire immediately an economic basis for establishing
their marriage (Wolf, 1988).

It is not clear, however, to what extent the extended family system
prevailed in the past in most of the African and Asian countries, whether it
lasted during the entire family life cycle and exactly how the conjugal
household functioned in the context of extended families (Goode, 1963; United
Nations, 1988). It appears that although the extended family was an important
type of family organization, nuclear families also were a common feature.
Obviously, the enforcement of marriage-timing norms was in direct relation to
the power of the extended family, which provided the children with the
amlstaweneedaitometthewecﬁuge}qoersesmﬂdawryorbnde—wealth
obligations and subsequently with the means of surviving after the marriage.
The traditional means of enforcing marriage norms was the custom of arranged
marriages (United Nations, 1988).

In India, for instance, strong parental authority and family pressure
were the explicit mechanisms for ensuring pre-adolescent and adolescent
marriage of girls, as well as for ascertaining the respect of endogamy rules,
religious prescriptions about purity and chastity and inheritance provisions
(India, 1974). 8/ Among caste Hindus, for instance, pre-adolescent marriages
were ideal for both sexes. Between 1860 and 1890, the '"proper" age at
marriage was "8 for girls and 12 for boys", although the actual singulate mean
ages at first marriage reported in the 1891 census were 12.5 and 19.6 Yyears
for women and men, respectively (Goode, 1963, p. 232).
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In China, pressure towards early marriage was strong even though nuclear
families had emerged as early as medieval time, when land allocation to
couples, leading to their independence, was practised during a certain period
(Goode, 1963; Cartier, 1986). But customs changed over time and varied in
different regions. During certain periods, the older son inherited the
property; during other periods, this rule was practically abandoned. In
general, however, the young married couple was expected to remain in the
family’s household for an undefined length of time (Goode, 1963; Cartier,
1986) ; and arranged marriages, which allowed this expectation to be fulfilled,
prevailed until the end of the nineteenth century (Goode, 1963).

In Japan, marriage-timing norms also varied greatly with social group and
region, and early marriage was not as widespread as in other Asian cultures.
Even prior to the twentieth century, fertility had levelled off in certain
parts of the country through a process of muptiality transition not unlike
that in Europe. Iate marriage for wamen (between 20 and 24 years and
sometimes even exceeding 24 years) was reported as early as the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries. One assumption is that the presence of the stem
family, in which only one son succeeds as the household head while the others
leave the family, had the same impact as in Western Europe in delaying
marriages of the other younger siblings (Beillevaire, 1986a; Skinner, 1988;
Wolf, 1988). There were, however, significant variations and differences
related to social class. A village study covering the period 1717-1830 showed
that the mean age at first marriage for women was 17.6 years for upper
classes, 20.4 for middle classes and 22.6 for lower classes (Smith, 1977,
cited in Kobayashi and Tsubouchi, 1979).

Marriage behaviour was also at times affected by Ilegislation. For
instance, government regulations at one time prohibited parcelling of land in
ordertoencouragefamugonalargescaleandtomax:mzetax revenues; this
restriction prevented young couples from acquiring land in order to marry
(Hanley, 1977). It is not certain, however, to what extent the late-marriage
pattern observed in a small number of village surveys can be generalized. The
turning-point in the marriage-timing trend was probably linked to the
beginning of modernization (Atoh, 1988; Kojima, 1988). In the absence of
pertinent data for that period it is difficult to establish a quantitative
association between the modernization process in Japan and age at first
marriage. Nevertheless, as is shown in table 1, SMAMs for Japanese women were
late by Asian standards.

2. Northern America, Europe and Oceania, 1900-1950

(a) The late-marriage pattern

During the early decades of the twentieth century, the late-marriage
pattern which had emerged in the past prevailed in Western Eurcpe and was
brought over to Northern America and Oceania. In general, although some of
the major factors that sustained the late pattern during the period prior to
1990 still exerted their effects early in this century, they appear to have
prevailed in full force mainly in Southern Europe. In the other European
subregions, they lost some of their strength and first marriage of women
tended to take place earlier than previously.
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The trend towards younger marriages is assumed to be the result of the
final phase of a shift in the last decades of the nineteenth century and in
the early twentieth century from an agricultural-rural society to an
industrialized-urbanized society (Heeren, 1973; Smith, 1977; Watkins, 1981;
Lesthaeghe, 1980). In other words, it is assumed that, under the impact of
the Industrial Revolution and economic development:

"The prudential restraint on marriage had been disrupted, ... the age at
marriage was no longer subject, in anything like the same degree to
custom or calculation, and had become merely a matter of impulse, ... the
whole mechanism whereby population growth was linked to resources via the
age at marriage had broken down under the strain of rapid social
transformation." (Habakkuk, 1971, p. 45)

In other words, declining family authority, greater Jjob

associated with greater job opportunities and decline of the large
landholdings permitted couples to achieve their social and economic
independence earlier and hence to marry earlier (Hofstee, 1988, cited in
Heeren, 1973). Although this model has been justly questioned because it is
too general to fit all situations (Lesthaeghe, 1977), it is used here merely
as a hypothetical framework to derive some of the mechanics of these changes.
As noted earlier, its interest lies in the fact that during a specific phase
of the process of economic development, the age at first marriage of women
tended to decrease, whereas the opposite occurred in the societies of the
third world when they underwent industrialization.

The occupational composition of the population was probably one of the
first social structure components to be affected by the changes resulting from
industrialization. Increased demand for employment, notably demand for
non-agricultural labour, allowed the expanding lower-level occupations to gain
betterinocmeandencouragedmremnemtobme part of the labour force.
Women in particular appear to have benefited from these changes because they
could seek more domestic service employment in urban settings or compete with
men for urban and industrial occupations (Hofstee, 1954, cited in Lesthaeghe,
1977; Drake, 1969; Habakkuk, 1971; Chesnais, 1986). As a result, wamen could
marry earlier because "men were more ready to marry girls or young women who
were themselves earning money" (Habakkuk, 1971, p. 43). 9/

Population movements towards industrialized areas also reduced the
proportion of the rural population that traditionally tended to marry late,
thus bringing down the overall mean age at first marriage. Scattered
information shows that in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, for instance, early urbanization was associated with reduced ages at
marriage for women as early as the mid-nineteenth century (Habakkuk, 1971;
Crafts, 1978), and early marriages were also observed in manufacturing towns
in the United Kingdom and later in France (Chesnais, 1986).

The family system also underwent radical changes. Industrialization is
believed to have strongly favoured the expansion of the nuclear family, 10/
and under conditions of increasing income and declining family authority, the
nuclear family became compatible with early marriage (Kooy, 1963-1964; Goode,
1963-1964) .
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Mortality and fertility conditions began to change between the late 1800s
and the early 1900s (Knodel and van de Walle, 1979; Chesnais, 1986) and also
contributed to the changing marriage norms. The decline in mortality, which
in most European countries preceded the fertility decline, generated
population pressure and two major adjustment mechanisms: birth control within
marriage; and oversea migrations (von Mises, 1949; Sutter, 1960; Habakkuk,
1971). 'The first factor is believed to have permitted earlier marriage among
women because with the availability of birth control, delaying marriage for
reproductive purposes (assuming this element played a substantial role) became
cbsolete. The second, migration, was a response not only to population
pressure but to rural unemployment, as well as to expectations of better
opportunities, higher wages and faster upward social mobility. This response
resulted in both rural-urban migration and oversea emigration. Internal
nmigrations probably occurred first; the large flows of oversea migration came
later when unemployment at home rose and opportunities abroad increased. 11/
In Western and Northern Europe, mass migrations began in the late nineteenth
century, but in Southern Europe, they did not begin until the early twentieth
century (Wrigley, 1971; Chesnais, 1986), which made this latter subregion
somewhat different from the other countries of Europe.

These changes were accompanied by the widespread dissemination of wvalues
that evolved in the late eighteenth century and reflected secular individualism
and pursuit of the welfare of the family. These new values provided increased
attention to the importance of children in terms of not only labour force or
even military strength but better education and better health (e.g., Habakkuk,
1971; Badinter, 1980; lLesthaeghe, 1983). In population subgroups where the
push for social mobility was strong, the utility of large families was reduced
because of the cost of rearing and educating them; hence, the desire for
smaller families arovse (Lesthaeghe, 1980; Ariés, 1980); and with birth control
available, reduction in family size became compatible with early marriage. On
the other hand, in families where employment of children became a source of
income--indeed, at the time large segments of the labour force in certain
economic sectors were children--there was neither an inducement to adopt birth
control nor an incentive to defer marriage to avoid children; there, too,
motivation to marry late receded (Bairoch, 1963; Habakkuk, 1971).

Major economic and political upheavals also exerted an effect on the
timing and prevalence of marriage, although their impact differed among men
and women. The First World War, the economic depression of the 1930s and the
oversea migrations are assumed to have affected significantly the age at first
marriage through family income depletion or sex imbalance of the marriageable
population, hampering temporarily the trend towards earlier matrimony. The
depression delayed marriages during the periocd of low trade and high
unemployment, but this trend was reversed when economic conditions improved.
The extent of this pattern varied, however, from country to country.
Likewise, the First World War, like other wars, had opposite effects: it
precipitated marriages just before the hostilities and delayed them during the
war; and the trend towards early marriage resumed when peace and employment
returned (United Nations, 1988). Despite influences in opposing directions,
all these changes appear to have yielded, on balance, a context favourable to
earlier marriages, mainly in Northern and Western Europe. 12/
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The roles played by different determinants and the varying magnitudes of
their individual mpact remain, however, difficult to assess. For instance,
the very late marriage timing and particularly low marriage prevalence in
Ireland are commonly attributed to the succession laws and the land ownership
system, as well as to famine and emigration (Connell, 1962; McKenna, 1974).
But although much has changed since the nineteenth century and women’s
marriages have tended to occur earlier, these factors seem to have established
deep-rooted marriage norms. Thus, by the period 1941-1946, Ireland still
experienced the highest SMAMs in Eurcpe: 32.0 years for men and 27.6 for
wamen, fram two to three years above the average for Northern Eurcpe (see
table 2). In France, the impact of the First World War on the downward trend
in age at first marriage was small; a coamparison of the birth cohorts of
1821-1825 with those of 1921-1925 shows that ages at first marriage declined
about two or three years for each sex, from around 28.5 to 26 years among men
and from 26 to 23 years among women for this 100-year span (Chasteland and
Pressat, 1962). The impact of losses during the First World War on nuptiality
in France was much less significant than expected, due to other factors, such
as immigration, increased male nuptiality and changes in the differences in
ages of the spouses at marriage (Henry, 1966).

In Belgium, differences in nuptiality patterns were observed between
rural and urban areas and between different occupational categories; sex
differential migration also had an impact on age at marriage (Lesthaeghe,
1977). In Finland, in the early 1900s, emigration is assumed to have caused a
decline in age at first marriage of women not because male emigration yielded
a marriage market favouring women’s earlier marriage but because many young
migrants tended to marry earlier so that their wives could accompany or join
them abroad (Chambliss, 1957).

The evidence available to account for the upward trend in women’s age at
first marriage in Southern Europe during the period examined (table 3) is only
partially satisfactory. In Italy, the stability of the opportunity to marry
(Perricone, 1971), and "the persistence of the traditional system regulating
the process of choice, courtship and marriage" (Livi-Bacci, 1977, p. 99) are
considered factors favouring the late-marriage norms. 13/ In Spam, likewise,
it is reported that '"whatever factors determined the level of muptiality in
the 18th century were evidently still at work at the beginning of the present
century" (Livi-Bacci, 1968a, p. 217). 14/ In Portugal, however, a downward
trend in SMAM is observed. 15/

Because the Industrial Revolution and the demographic transition, tock
place later in Southern Eurcpe than in the northern and western regions, they
are also believed to have delayed the trend towards earlier marriage in the
south. In Italy, for instance, although home industries had been initiated
late in the nineteenth century in certain southern regions, industrialization
received its strongest impetus in these regions only in the second decade of
the twentieth century (Livi-Bacci, 1977; Chesnais, 1986). Portugal continued
to be an agrarian society and, until rather recent times, an urban centre of
medium size could not be considered urban "since the prevailing organization
of society and the way of life are predominantly rural and their econamy is
based on agriculture" (Livi-Bacci, 1971, p. 50). Spain also remained a rural
society for a long period and experienced a late industrialization
(Livi-Bacci, 1972), compared with the countries of Western and Northern
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Eurcpe. Because industrialization is assumed to have favoured lower ages at
first marriage, it is also assumed that the decline in age at marriage did not
take place in Italy and Spain because industrialization had not yet been
campletely achieved as in the other European regions. In the case of
Portugal, which did experience lower wamen’s age at first marriage, the
industrialization factor does not appear to have played a role.

It is not clear how the trend towards secularization which swept over
Eurcpe affected the three Southern European countries, where adherence to
Catholic values was traditionally strong. 16/ Moreover, the impact of war
losses associated with the First World War, both military and civilian, may
have affected the marriage market (Perricone, 1971). In Spain, however, there
were changes favourable to earlier and more marriages, such as the elimination
of caste and class obstacles to marriages, the decline of secular and regular
religious orders (Livi-Bacci, 1968a) and the crisis of the institution of
primcgeniture (Livi-Bacci, 1972). The late-marriage pattern cbserved is thus
again the balance of opposing influences.

The countries of Northern America and Oceania have in comon the fact
that all were at first countries of English socio-cultural and religious
background and of large-scale immigration. 17/ In parts of the United States,
the timing of marriage probably evolved towards early marriage for both men
and women as early as the 1late nineteenth century, as suggested by small
studies of the eastern United States (Monahan, 195la; Norton, 1971; Osterud
and Fulton, 1976). One factor of early marriage was the abundant availability
of farmland (ILandale, 1989). During the early twentieth century, this
downward trend is attributed mainly to favourable economic conditions,
although the strength of this relationship varied in time and place (Thomas,
1925; Galbraith and Thomas, 1941; Ogburn and Thomas, 1922). There were,
however, considerable fluctuations, the causes of which are not readily
identified but which are attributed to the combined effect of immigration
waves, the depression, the wars and birth trends (Stouffers and Spencer, 1936;
Festy, 1973; Kirk, 1960; Hauser, 1956).

Similar conditions prevailed in Canada, where large influxes of migrants
during the 1880s and between 1900 and 1930 consisted predominantly of young
male adults and caused ratios as high as five men to two women in certain
cases (Keyfitz, 1950; George, 1974; Norland, Siggner and Wargon, 1974). ‘The
excess of marriageable men favoured earlier and more marriages for women. The
fertility decline, which also affected the marriageable population of the
early twentieth century, contributed to this trend (Festy, 1973). A birth
cohort analysis confirms that the fall in age at marriage was only temporarily
interrupted by the depression (Festy, 1973). The higher marriage prevalence
of women than men supports the assumption of a marriage squeeze in both
countries.

In Australia, lower marriage prevalence among men in the early twentieth
century is attributed, in part at least, to the large numbers of umarried
male immigrants and the favourable marriage market situation for women
(McDonald, 1974). The increase in marriage prevalence among men and the
decrease among women during the first half of the twentieth century cannot be
readily attributed only to a more balanced marriage market. Tikewise, the
late age at first marriage inherited from the precediry century, and



attributed to difficult economic conditions rather than to the desire to
postpone fertility (Caldwell and Ruzicka, 1978), also declined for both sexes
between 1901 and 1947. Evidence from such estimates as the medium age of all
marriages (McDonald, 1974) and census estimates of SMAM (see table 1) confirms
this trend. But the interactions of the factors that determined the main
trends in marriage timing and prevalence in Australia are complex and multiple.

Many societal determinants were at work in shaping this trend and
although various factors are involved--migration movements, decline in births,
economic conditions, 18/ the First and Second World Wars, 19/ the depression
of the 1930s—-their specific impact cannot be readily untangled (Spencer, 1969
and 1971; McDonald, 1974; Caldwell, McDonald and Ruzicka, 1982). It is also
difficult to ascertain to what extent the late marriages and the high
percentages never married were primarily determined by marriage norms
inherited from the United Kingdom or ©resulted from Australian
circumstances, 20/ such as excess unmarried migrant males, 21/ which affected
the marriage market, or the depression of the 1890s, which disrupted the
ability to establish a household in Australia (McDonald, 1974). In New
Zealand, a cohort analysis suggests various similarities with the Australian
situation (Festy, 1973).

(b) The intermediate-marriage pattern

The distinctive intermediate age pattern of marriage observed only in
certain areas in Eastern Europe arises mainly from their particular cultural,
economic and historical circumstances. In the Balkan region of Eastern
Europe, where low levels of economic development prevailed along with the
practice of arranged marriages, girls married young. The preference for early
marriage lies in the closeness of the nuclear family to the kinship group,
quite common in this region (Romania and Yugoslavia, for instance) and is
assumed to have been inherited both from years of Turkish Muslim rule and from
the absence of significant land pressure (Goode, 1963; Sklar, 1974; McKenna,
1974; Chojnacka, 1976; Kerblay, 1986).

In the Baltic region (Poland and certain parts of Russia) and in
Czechoslovakia, where later marriage was observed, different socio-cultural
conditions prevailed. Family control over marriage was less constraining (the
Church saw marriage as a sacrament based on mutual consent), and nuclear
families are reported to have been economically and residentially more
independent than those of the Balkan region, thus making cmples less likely
to marry young under family pressure (Lebrun, 1986; Burguiére, 1986). During
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the socio-demographic
conditions of economic development may havestrengt]:mxed rather than weakened
existing incentives to delay marriage. It is assumed that as a result of
increasing child survival and population pressure, employment became difficult
tofnﬁandmmxceshadtobesharedbymrepecple,ma]ungecormm

for young couples harder to achieve (Goode, 1963; Sklar, 1974;
Chojnacka, 1976).

In European Russia, a wide range of marriage patterns was observed in the
past. Evidence is unfortunately insufficient and too heterogeneocus to allow
examination of marriage determinants (Coale, Anderson and Harm, 1979), but
available records suggest that early and universal marriage of women prevailed
in south and central Russia (Chojnacka, 1976; Coale, Anderson and Harm, 1979;
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Kerblay, 1986). Indeed, most of this region was agrarian, and muclear
families were deeply imbedded in the extended families which held all
household property jointly. One of the reasons for early universal marriage
was the abundance of land, which readily allowed an economic basis for early
marriage, and another was the custom of providing land to peasants according
to the amount of labour available in the family. In fact, marriage was often
a pre—condition to land entitlement rather than the opposite; and in certain
areas, estate owners even saw to it that their serfs were married early in
order to increase the serf population (Chojnacka, 1976; Czap, 1983). . Not much
is known about the impact of industrialization, increased education, the
emergence of new marriage norms and the family legislation which followed the
1917 Revolution. 22/

3. Africa, ILatin America and Asia, 1900-1950

It is assumed here that the traditional African and Asian marriage norms
still existing today (see chapters II and IV) and strongly favouring early
marriage for women and universal marriage for both sexes (Goode, 1963;
Burguiére, 1986, vol. 1; United Nations, 1988) resulted from social customs
and religious traditions inherited from a more remote past. Therefore, this
section deals primarily with countries of these regions that deviate from the
general early and universal marriage pattern. These countries include Japan,
Myarmar, the Philippines, Sri ILanka and Thailand, whose timing pattern could
for certain years fit the intermediate pattern of high prevalence and delayed
marriage found in Eastern Europe (assuming reliable data).

The case of Japan is difficult to analyse in the absence of reliable
marriage data. 23/ The onset of modernization of Japan coincided with the
Meiji restoration. Socio-cultural, econcmic and demographic changes included
State-supported development, emergence of family industries, adoption of new
technologies, mortality decline and increased population pressure, as well as
abundant manpower (Chesnais, 1986; Beillevaire, 1986b). 24/ However, contrary
to what happened during the industrialization of Europe, where age at marriage
fell, in Japan modernization, with the help of the State, strengthened the
traditional family system and enhanced conditions for delayed marriages (Wolf,
1988). A new Civil Code (1898), by strengthening the power of the household
head, extended to all social classes the succession of family headship to the
eldest son only (Kumagai, 1986; Beillevaire, 1986b), thus making it more
difficult for the other children to marry. It was especially effective in
certain social classes and in certain regions of Japan, where marriage
restrictions already existed or where it was already customary for women to
marry after age 20 (Hanley, 1977; Hanley and Yamamura, 1977). In addition,
military conscription is also assumed to have delayed marriages (Kobayashi and
Tsubouchi, 1979). Modernization is also assumed to have played a role through
the longer time spent in school to achieve the education required by modern
industries, through contractual arrangements with employers specifying that
employees could not leave to marry during the contractual period; and through
the commitment of poor girls who found work in industries and delayed marriage
to assist their families with their earnings, as was the case in the silk and
cotton industries (Kobayashi and Tsubouchi, 1979). Co-residence in the stem
family remained, however, a prevailing living arrangement of the married elder
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son during the early twentieth century (Kojima, 1988). The magnitude of the
impact of all these factors is difficult to assess; and although the overall
trend was towards delayed marriages, especially for women, the mechanism of
this relationship is far from elucidated (Goode, 1963; Taeuber, 1958).

In the Philippines, with its colonization experience, and its highly
varied ethnic, cultural and religious composition, socio-cultural conditions
were greatly diversified. Nevertheless, age at first marriage was already
comparatively high by Asian standards by the end of the nineteenth century,
except on the island of Mindanao, which is largely inhabited by a Muslim
population (Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, 1978).
Cultural differences, as reflected in marriage norms, were significant. As
early as 1903, female SMAMs were 20.3 years for the Malay and 23 years for the
mestizos and the Chinese (ESCAP, 1978). Modernization is assumed to have been
a determinant of delayed marriages among women there as well (Flieger and
Smith, 1975). Indeed, the late-marriage pattern seems to have emerged
primarily as a result of substantial internal population migrations, which
occurred in response to variations in economic and social change and job
opportunities. One consequence was rural-to-rural migraticn flows away from
densely populated areas. This migration was dominated during the pre-war
period by single men seeking land. Ancther effect was a rural-to-urban female
migration movement consistent with the pace of urbanization and the
availability of female employment in urban areas (Flieger and Smith, 1975;
ESCAP, 1978). In both situations, sex imbalances in the local marriage market
are likely to have ensued.

A recent comparison between Indonesia and the Philippines shows that SMAM
in Indonesia in 1976 (19.9 years) was still below the 1level achieved by the
Philippines seven decades earlier (Smith, 1982). Not all provinces of the
Philippines, however, experienced late marriages. Between 1903 and 1933, a
declining age at marriage was experienced in 20 out of 45 provinces, even
though the national average trend was upward (Flieger and Smith, 1975; ESCAP,
1978). Here, again, one finds complex interactions of the age, sex and
marital status and ethnic structure of the migrants, and the sex ratio of the
marriageable population in the areas of departure and arrival. The net result
at the national level of these interactions was, relatively speaking, a Ilate-
marriage pattern.

Sri lanka also has a highly varied ethnic and religious composition
characterized by relatively late marriage. It is not entirely clear, however,
what factors produced female SMAMs exceeding 20 years when traditional social
mrmreqnmdthataglrldmldbemanledassoonas she attained puberty,
and there was no minimm legal age at marriage for girls who married under
Kandyan or Muslim law (ESCAP, 1976). What then accounts for the late timing
pattern and the rising trend in age at marriage of women in the early decades
of this century?

One may look to certain factors assumed to favour delayed marriage in
other developing countries (United Nations, 1988). Early economic development
was initiated during the colonial period, but mainly by means of plantation
industries, which did not accelerate significantly the wurbanization
phenomenon, a factor that could favour delayed marriages. The percentage of
urban population increased only from about 10.0 in 1881 to 13.9 in 1931, an
increase deemed too limited to affect the national mean age at first marriage.
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On the other hand, plantation industries initiated large manpower immigration,
mainly of Indian Tamils (ESCAP, 1976). During the intercensal period
1871-1881, it was found that 66 per cent of the total population increase was
due to immigration, and this proportion was still 34 per cent in 1901-1911
(ESCAP, 1976). Migration could have been a factor that delayed marriages
through an imbalance of the sex ratio in the marriage market. But available
data do not indicate a sex imbalance unfavourable to women in the marriageable
population in the early 1900s, at least at the national level. It is still
possible, however, that a sex imbalance is not apparent because of age
misstatements in the early censuses (Fernando, 1975; ESCAP, 1976), 25/ or an
imbalance may have emerged at the regional or local level, as was the case in
Korea, 26/ and was not reflected at the national 1level. Education could be
ancther determinant of delayed marriage, but the dual school system developed
at the time in Sri lanka was apparently not sufficient to provide the
appropriate training to create modern job opportunities, especially for women
(ESCAP, 1976). Additional analyses are thus needed to identify and better
understand the factors influencing marriage patterns in this country.

C. Concluding remarks

This overview of marriage timing and prevalence confirms the existence of
the three types of marriage patterns identified by Hajnal, and the data added
support his model, especially as concerns women.

Asia remains characterized, with some exceptions, by an early-marriage/high
prevalence pattern; and the changes that occurred prior to the 1950s raised
slightly the age at first marriage but had little effect on the prevalence
level. No new African data were available for the period studied to permit
conclusions about the marriage patterns of this region. However, the
early-marriage/high-prevalence pattern deduced from the most recent censuses
and surveys of the 1950s strongly support the view that Africa also
experienced the same pattern observed in Asia.

For ILatin America, data for the 1930s and 1940s are unsatisfactory. It
is suspected that many non-legalized unions were not properly recorded or
classified. Thus, women’s age at first marriage ranges from about 20 to 23
years and fits the intermediate-marriage pattern for women. Prevalence,
however, is particularly 1low, in general under 90 per cent, so that if data
are taken at face value this region emerges with a low-prevalence pattern.

In Europe, around the 1900s, women’s marriages were late, with SMAMs in
the range of from 24 to 27 years. Prevalence was also low, usually under 90
per cent and quite similar to the pre-industrial marriage pattern experienced
in earlier centuries. There are, however, exceptions, notably in several
countries of Eastern Europe, where mean age at first marriage varied from 20
to 22 years in certain countries and from 23 to 25 years in others. The data
therefore suggest that some countries of the eastern subregion were of the
intermediate pattern and some were of the late timing pattern. In terms of
prevalence, the intermediate pattern is common, with proportions of ever
married exceeding 90 and sometimes even 95 per cent. With SMAMs under 23
years, the United States and Australia also appear to fall in the
intermediate-pattern category as concerns marriage timing of women at the end
of the period.
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The time-series show (with same exceptions) that as marriage timing and
prevalence evolved fram the early 1900s towards the middle of the twentieth
century, women generally (but not always) married earlier and marriage
prevalence increased. The exceptions are certain countries of Eastern and
Southern Europe, which had declining prevalence and rising SMAMs. The
evolution of marriage timing and prevalence among men scmetimes differs from
that of women. In Europe, male prevalence often exceeds female prevalence,
but the opposite pattern is cbserved in Northern America and Oceania. Despite
earlier marriage, especially among women, most countries are still considered
to conform to the late-marriage pattern.

Notes

1/ Formerly called Burma.

2/ Because of the uncertainty about the quality and comparability of the
data available for certain countries, trends in marriage timing and prevalence
should be viewed with caution. Moreover, the length of the period reviewed
differs from country to country. Although the indices of change presented in
table 3 are not always sufficiently precise to guarantee that small changes
are genuine, these indices do reflect adequately the direction of the trend.

3/ The low prevalence shown for Sri lanka in table 1 is only for 1901.
It is not clear whether data quality or special circumstances, or both,
account for this low level. In the Sri Iankan censuses of 1911 and 1921,
emmerators tended to classify ummarried couples as single, so that the
percentages single were grossly overestimated and marriage data from these two
censuses could not be reliably used (Fernando, 1975). The low prevalence at
ages 45-49 suggests that underestimation may also be considerable in the 1901
census.

4/ Considerable population movements are reported to have occurred in
the Philippines at the turn of the century and in the early decades of the
century, and these movements may have affected marriage prevalence by causing
imbalances in the marriage market, particularly in view of the multi-ethnic
composition of the Philippine population (Smith, 1975).

5/ Indeed, although marriage norms arise from and are imbedded in the
family system prevailing in a culture, the family system itself is part of a
large social structure which sets, usually through marriage norms, the
conditions under which the economic basis for marriage can be met at a given
time of a person’s life cycle. It may be in the interest of the social groups
to achieve early economic independence of the young, and early marriage can
then occur. Or the social setting may result in delaying this economic
condition for marriage, or simply ignore it and leave the young couple the
responsibility to meet their needs indeperdently (United Nations, 1988). One
way or the other, social constraints, not always noted in the discussion, are
always present in determining the timing and prevalence of marriage. It
should also be borne in mind that different economic reguirements exist in
different social strata, ethnic or religious groups for the formation of the
family; hence, the timing and prevalence of marriage as measured at the
country level are the result of many subnational components.

_45_



&/ The interrelationship between mortality, marriage and fertility
control remains a complex and often controversial issue. How does society
change marriage norms in order to ensure a demographic response to new
fertility conditions? What other factors are involved to allow such a change
to be successful? Iack of quantitative and qualitative information does not
permit a straightforward answer to such questions.

7/ The marriages most subject to delay were those for which economic
independence remained most difficult to achieve, notably those of artisans,
traders and others who had to wait for the end of their apprenticeship or
training or for an opening in the profession. Unfortunately, sufficient
information on age at first marriage by occupation for historical populations’
is not readily available.

8/ It was suggested that in the past in certain regions of India, for
instance, the incineration of surviving widows may have affected the marriage
market by not providing sufficient marriage possibilities and consequently
favoured the very early unions of girls. For example, in 1789, in Uttar
Pradesh, it was reported that the sex ratio varied, according to region, from
150 to 300 (Lardinois, 1986). However, other countries which did not have
such a custom were also characterized by early marriages of women.

9/ In the initial stage of industrialization, women were commonly
employed in the manufacturing of textiles, often in rural areas (Chesnais,
1986) . Iater, rural textile work was overtaken by urban mechanized industries
which created rural unemployment (Bairoch, 1963; Lesthaeghe, 1977). Thus,
women migrated to urban or industrialized areas where they could find work in
textile industries or domestic service. Those who settled in regions of
mining and heavy industries, which were sectors of predominantly male labour,
also found themselves in a favourable situation to marry earlier because of
the sex imbalance of the marriageable population (Wrigley, 1971; ILesthaeghe,
1977; Chesnais, 1986). Crowded neighbourhoods and factory work facilitated
more individual contacts and the transmission of new norms, such as rejection
of certain homogamous rules and parental authority. Densely populated areas
as well as large working places also increased the size of the marriage market
and presumably facilitated the search for a spouse.

10/ As previously noted, the nuclear family is believed to have emerged in
Eurcpe long before industrialization (Laslett and Wall, 1972). However, under
the impetus of industrialization, the economic function of the extended family
declined considerably with the reduction of the number and size of large
agricultural holdings and with the decline of the landowner classes. How much
was due to political upheaval, increased parcelization of land or population
growth cannot be ascertained. The nuclear family is also believed to
constitute a family structure more adapted to the needs of industrialization:
it facilitates migration, social mobility and independence from family or
parental pressures.

11/ It was suggested that the progressive availability of larger and

safer transportation played an important role in the surge of large-scale
migrations towards the New World.
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12/ The social changes that took place during the late nineteenth century
and early twentieth century actually produced both positive and negative
effects on age at first marriage. It is the net effect of opposing influences
that should be seen as producing the trend towards younger ages at first
marriage. From this point of view, delayed marriages due to the depression
and the war only slowed down the declining age at marriage trend.

13/ In Italy, estimates reveal increments in mean age at marriage of from
one to two years (Livi-Bacci, 1977), although not without fluctuations.

14/ Analyses of both national and regional data for Spain confimm
increases in mean age at marriage during the first decades of the twentieth
century (Brandes, 1976; Cachinero S nchez, 1982).

15/ In various provinces of Portugal, an increase in the percentage
married in age group 20-24 (from which a decrease in age at marriage is
inferred) occurred between 1860 and 1940 (Livi-Bacci, 1971). Significant
differences exist, however, between the northern and southern parts of the
country. In the north, customs that restricted marriage survived until
relatively recent times (Livi Bacci, p. 52), notably a system of property
ownership and distribution which led to land fragmentation. When this
institution was legally abolished, its practice nevertheless survived (L1v1
Bacci, 1971, pp. 50-52), thus maintaining conditions of late marriage in a
muber of areas.

16/ In Portugal, it is reported that after the declaration of the
Republic (1910), especially in the south of the country, religious practices
were abandoned in many villages: diffusion of birth control was initiated;
and people were not getting married in the Church and often not even in civil
ceremonies (Livi-Bacci, 1971)).

17/ Because these two regions were of significantly different character
and the migration patterns quite different despite the similar socio-cultural
context from which the first migrants originated, it is important to bear in
mind the usual reservations regardmg generalization observations based on
small population groups. Some marriage patterns may indeed be associated with
the migrants’ original marriage norms. But national events, religious
differentials, differences in ethnic, religious and social appurtenance,
different pattermms of population growth  and trends in modernization
undoubtedly constitute different determinants in the formation of prevailing
marriage patterns, even when these different factors produced similar outcomes.

18/ A study of BAustralia pertaining to the inter-war period from
1920-1921 to 1937-1938 and focusing on economic indicators identified a strong
positive association between marriages and employment levels (Basavarajappa,
1971).

19/ The required information is not available for some of the crucial
periods. For instance, annual data on population by age and marital status
are not available and fluctuations in marriage of never-married men remaining
in Australia during the First World War cannot be assessed. One study
concludes, however, that this war appears to have had slight long-term impact
on marriage (McDonald, 1974).
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20/ Changes 1in marriage norms cannot be excluded, and both regional and
individual differences must be kept in mind. It is reported, notably, that
native-born Australian women were likely to marry earlier than women migrants
who had married before arriving in Australia (Caldwell and Ruzicka, 1978).

21/ Estimates from the 1901, 1911 and 1921 censuses show that in most of
Australia the marriage market was unfavourable to men, particularly in Western
Australia, where the ratio of umarried men per 100 ummarried women was 301 in
1901 and 205 in 1911 (McDonald, 1974).

22/ New famly codes included provisions concerning age at marriage. In
Muslim Russia—--a region not examined he.re—-—glrls married at about 12-15 years
of age. This tradition was prohibited in 1925; however, in 1937, 43 per cent
of the girls were already married by age 16. At one time, a tax on spinsters
and bachelors was also enacted as part of a pro-natalist policy (Coser, 1951;
Rerblay, 1986; Glass and Stolee, 1987).

23/ From 1872 to 1918, marriage data were derived from family records.
Because no marriage license was needed and reporting of marriages was
sometimes delayed, many marriages were dissolved before they could be
recorded. Data for that period are of unknown reliability and not until the
first census in 1920 was an overall assessment of marriage patterns possible
(Goode, 1963).

24/ The expansion of Japan flourished during the first decades of the
twentieth century along with a strong movement towards urbanization and
education (ESCAP, 1984). The manpower in the agricultural sector declined
from 76.4 per cent in 1872 to 28.2 in 1940, whereas the industrial sector grew
from 8.6 to 40.5 per cent during the same period (Chesnais, 1986) .
Industrialization thus progressed very significantly, along with the familial
system of management (Beillevaire, 1986).

25/ Data relating to registered marriages show, for instance, that
women’s age at marriage rose from about 20-21 years in 1901-1902 to 22 in the
1940s, and those marrying under the general marriage ordinance marry later
(22-23 years) than those marrying under Muslim law (18-19 years) (Abhayaratne
and Jayewardene, 1967; ESCAP, 1976). The mean age at first marriage for women
may well be somewhat lower than it appears for the period under study, and
further data evaluation could shed some light on the bias that may result from
inappropriate marital status classification. Indeed, consensual unions were
not uncommon in Sri Ianka (then Ceylon). Census enumerators sometimes
classified as "ummarried" couples not registered according to the law so that
SMAMs computed on the basis of percentage single overestimate the singulate
mean age at first marriage. Data from the 1911 and 1921 censuses were
reported to be particularly affected by this misclassification (Fernando,
1975), and SMAM estimates from these two censuses have been omitted for that
reason. As late as the 1953 census, it was reported that "Nearly half as many
of those who had their marriage registered had chosen to 1live married without
the blessings of the law. At what age these persons get married must
necessarily be a matter of conjecture" (Abhayaratne and Jayewardene, 1967,
p. 246).
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26/ In Korea, for instance, delayed marriage of women is attributed to
the large numbers of female migrants to urban areas after 1925; this effect
was compounded by postponement of marriages by males due to high rates of
unenmployment (Kwon, 1977).
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II. AFRICA

A. Ievels and trends in marriage patterns

In the second half on the twentieth century, out of 51 African countries,
there were 44 for which data on marriage among wamen were available for at
least one point in time (see annex table A.1); and of this group, 26 countries
had data for at least two points in time. The discussion here covers both
groups of countries. 1/

Unfortunately, due to a variety of reporting problems, the quality of the
marriage data remains difficult to evaluate. The conceptual problems of
marriage in Africa are examined in detail in the earlier publication on this
topic (United Nations, 1988a). The difficulties noted pertain both to the
definition of marriage and to the reporting of types and time of marriage. As
concerns the definition of marriage, censuses do, as a rule, distinguish two
or three types of marital union, usually legal unions, customary or religious
unions and sometimes consensual unions. These various categories, if
recorded, were combined in this study into a single ever-married category.
Only in cases where certain types of unions were omitted or were not properly
recorded is there a source of error.

In marriages in Africa, a marital union is not always the outcome of one
single well-defined event, such as a blessing or a ceremony. Sametines a
mmber of reguirements, with judicial significance, must be satisfied, such as
payment of instalments of the bride-wealth, transfers of goods or other
obligations to be fulfilled (see, e.g., Frangois, 1975; Gaisie, 1975; Morgan,
1975). Hence, the date of marriage can be arbitrarily placed at some point
during that process and may or may not precede the establishment of a
household or the birth of children (Rwabushaija, 1987; van de Walle and
Meekers, 1988).

In addition, census and survey directives were not always prepared to
achieve the best reporting of such a variety of marital statuses, especially
when Western criteria were applied during the colonial pericd to identify
African marriages (van de Walle, 1968a; Pison, 1988). Likewise, in Muslim
marriages in Africa and elsewhere, marriage registration (contact signing) and
cchabitation are not always sm:ltanems this practice also may be a cause of
uncertainty (Morocco, 1974; Sayed, El-Khorazaty and Way, 1985; Abdelrahman and
Morgan, 1987). No country-by-country assessment of the data was
undertaken. 2/ The estimates of marriage prevalence provide a rather
satisfactory assessment because the recorded levels of adolescent and overall
prevalence are consistently high, as expected. As concerns trends,
camparisons over time are on less firm ground because of uncertainty as to the
camparability of areas or populations surveyed.



1. Timing of marriage

Since the Second World War and up to the most recent census or survey,
Africa remains a region of very early first marriage, primarily among wamen.
Among men, adolescent marriages (those at ages 15-19) 3/ are relatively
uncommon, as norms for age at marriage are generally less constraining for
males. The lowest recorded proportions of married males in this young age
group (under 1 per 100) were found in Mauritius, South Africa, Tunisia and
Zaire during the 1970s and 1980s (and in Réunion if only legal unions are
considered). Proportions of 10 per cent or more were found in recent censuses
or surveys in the Comoros (1980) and the Congo (1984). In the earlier
censuses, such high proportions were found in the Central African Republic
(1959), Chad (1963), Kenya (1962), Mozambique (1950) and the Niger (1959). In
most of the other countries, male proportions range mainly from 3 to 6 per
cent, without specific patterns in the various subregions.

It is among women that the level of adolescent marriages is highest. The
percentages of ever-married wamen at ages 15-19 reveal a general pattermm of
very precocious marriage both in the past and currently.

During the 1950s and 1960s, in only two of the countries for which data
were available were fewer than 20 per cent of girls aged 15-19 ever married:
Réunion (legal unions only); and South Africa. During the same period, in a
considerable mumber of countries, more than 50 per cent of the females in that
age group were already in a marital union (table 4); and in several countries,
notably Benin (1961), Gabon (1960), Morocco (1952) and Senegal (1960), this
proportion varied between 60 and 70 per cent (amnex table A.l). In some
countries, the level of adolescent female marriages was as high as 80 per
cent, namely, in Guinea (1955), Mali (1960) and particularly the Niger (1959),
which stands out with a peak of 86.4 per cent (annex table A.1). The more
recent censuses—those of the 1970s and 1980s—now available for more
countries confirm the general pattern of high levels of marriage among
adolescent females (table 4).

During the late 1970s and the 1980s, eight countries had fewer than 20 per
cent adolescent females married before age 20—Botswana, Burundi, Mauritius,
Morocco, Réunion, Rwanda, South Africa and Tunisia. In same of these
countries, however, incompleteness of data may be the reason for this low
level. 4/ Conversely, during the same period, in a few countries—Burkina
Faso, Cbte'd’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Malawi, Mali, Mozambique and Senegal--more than
50peroentofadoleecentfemalesmreinamim. Indeed, Mali had a peak
level of 75 per cent ever married (amnex table A.1l). The other countries fall
in the range of 20-49 per cent, which is still considerable according to
current world standards, in terms both of timing of family formation and of
reproductive potential. For some of the countries where adolescent marriages
were highest in the past (Chad, Gabon, Guinea and the Niger), recent data are
available.

When trends in adolescent marriages are examined in terms of
annual percentage change for countries for which data were available for at
least two points in time, it can be seen that most countries experienced
reductions, relatively modest among men and much more substantial among women
(table 5). Because doubts remain as to the comparability of the earlier and
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Table 4. Distribution of countries according to percentage of wamen
ever married aged 15-19, Africa, 1945-1985

Percentage
ever married Prior to Since
aged 15-19 1970 Country 1970 Country
Fewer than 1954 Réunion a/ ‘1981 Botswana
10 per cent 1951 South Africa 1987 Burundi
1982 Réunion
1980 South Africa
1984 Tunisia
10-19 per cent 1983 Mauritius
1982 Morocco
1983 Rwanda
20-39 per cent 1948 Algeria 1977 Algeria
1960 Egypt 1980 Comoros
1966 ILesotho 1584 Congo
1950 Mozambique 1980 Egypt
1971 Ghana
1979 Kenya
1977 ILesctho
1973 Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
1975 Madagascar
1980/81  Samalia
1979 Sudan
1978 United Rep. of Tanzania
1975/76  3Zaire
1980 Zambia
1982 Z imbalbwe
40-49 per cent 1960 Angola 1982 Benin
1950 Guinea-Bissau 1978 Cameroon
1962 Kenya 1875 Central African Rep.
1952 Mauritius 1974 Liberia
1956 Tunisia 1977 Mauritania
1969 Uganda 1981/82  Nigeria
1969 Zambia 1971 Togo
50 per cent 1961 Benin 1975 Burkina Faso
or more 1959 Central African Rep. 1978 Cote d’Ivoire
1963 Chad 1984 Ethiopia
1960 Congo 1977 Malawi
1960 Gabon 1987 Mali
1960 Ghana 1980 Mozambique
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Table 4 (continued)

Percentage
ever married Prior to Since
aged 15-19 1970 Country 1970 Country
50 per cent 1955 Guinea 1978 Senegal
or more 1962 Liberia
1960 Mali
1952 Morocco
1959 Niger
1960 Senegal
1958 Togo
1967 United Rep. of Tanzania

Source: Amnex table A.1l.

a/ legal unions only.
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Table 5. Percentage ever married aged 15-19, by sex, Africa, 1950-1985

Percentage ever married

aged 15-19 Average change
Subregion Year of Most Year of per annum
and Earliest census recent census (percentage
conery. &/ reading b/ or survey reading or survey points)
Men
Eastern Africa
Ethiopia 8.2 1981 6.1 1984 -0.70 ¢/
Kenya 10.8 1962 2.6 1979 -0.48
Mauritius 2.0 1952 0.6 1983 0,05
Mozambique 10.0 1950 8.4 1980 -0.05
Réunion d/ 0.5 1954 0.2 1982 -0.01
Rwanda T 1970 3.3 1978 -0.08
United Rep. of Tanzania ¢/ 7.1 1967 3.6 1978 -0.32
Zambia 3.8 1969 2.0 1980 -0.16
Middle Africa
Cameroon 3.8 1976 4.0 1978 0.10 ¢/
Central African Rep 1042 1959 13.4 1975 0.20
Congo 5.0 1960 11.8 1984 0.28
Northern Africa
Algeria 4.8 1948 2:5 1977 -0.08
Egypt 6.9 1960 3.3 1980 -0.18
Morocco 7.4 1952 241 1982 -0.18
Tunisia 4.8 1956 0.0 1984 -0.17
Southern Africa
Botswana 5.7 1971 0.9 1981 -0.48
Lesotho 1.2 1966 1.6 1977 0.04
South Africa 1.6 1951 0.9 1980 -0.02
Western Africa
Benin 5.3 1961 3.5 1982 -0.09
Cote d’Ivoire 3.4 1975 3433 1978 =0.03 ¢/
Ghana 3.6 1960 1.4 1971 -0.20
Liberia 4.8 1962 3.2 1974 -0.13
Mali 15 1960 4.9 1976 0.21
Senegal P 1960 1.6 1978 0.03
Togo 2 o 1958 2.4 1971 -0.05
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aged 15-19 Average change
Subregion Year of Most Year of per annum
and Earliest census recent census (percentage
country a/ reading b/ or survey reading or survey points)
Wamen
Eastern Africa
Burundi 19.2 1979 6.5 1987 =1.59
Ethiopia 54.1 1981 60.9 1984 2.27 ¢/
Kenya 44.7 1962 28.8 1979 -0.94
Mauritius 41.5 1952 10.7 1983 -0.99
Mozambique 34.8 1950 52.4 1980 0.59
Réunion d/ T 1954 30 1982 -0.16
Rwanda 18.0 1970 32:7 1983 =-0.41
United Rep. of Tanzania e/ 51.9 1967 37.6 1978 -1.30
Zambia 42.0 1969 317 1980 0.94
Middle Africa
Cameroon 45.9 1976 49.0 1978 1.55 ¢/
Central African Rep. 57.9 1959 46.8 1975 -0.69
Congo 58.4 1960 257 1984 -1.36
Northern Africa
Algeria 33.2 1948 23.6 1977 -0.33
Egypt 34.0 1960 22.4 1980 -0.58
Morocco 60.7 1952 18.5 1982 =1.41
Tunisia 41.5 1956 6.9 1984 =1.24
Southern Africa
Botswana 13.5 1971 7.3 1981 -0.62
ILesotho 22.0 1966 25.9 1977 0.35
South Africa 9.2 1951 5.6 1980 -0.12
Western Africa
Benin 66.7 1961 45.5 1982 -1.01
Céte d’Ivoire 49.5 1975 52.1 1978 0.87 ¢/
Ghana 54.1 1960 31.8 1971 -2.03
Liberia 56.5 1962 42.3 1974 -1.18
Mali 79.1 1960 75.4 1987 -0.14
Senegal 62.8 1960 55.0 1978 -0.43
Togo 53.1 1958 40.6 1971 -0.96

Source: Annex table A.1l.

a/ Including only countries for which observations were available for at least
two points in time.

b/ For several countries, data were not available prior to 1970.

¢/ Based on an interval of less than five years.

d/ Ilegal unions only.

e/ Data for mainland.
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latter data sets, no firm conclusions are drawn regarding these trends. Of
particular uncertainty is the extent of the increments in proportions of women
ever married, as in Cameroon, Céte d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Mali and Mozambique, as
well as the sharp declines in Burundi, the Congo, Ghana, Morocco and the
United Republic of Tanzania, all of which would need to be corrcborated. In
the Sudan, the two data collections (amitted from table 5) cover different
areas and are not comparable. These trends are shown in figure 5, which
illustrates the forrer and current high levels of adolescent marriages among
females, notably in various countries of Eastern, Middle and Western Africa.
In Mauritius, Réunion and Tunisia, the declines observed are considered
genuine as far as magnitude is concerned. Morocco had one of the most
impressive declines: the proportion of wamen ever married at ages 15-19 fell
from 60.7 to 18.5 per cent between 1952 and 1982. A sharp reduction also
appears to have taken place in Ghana, from 54.1 to 31.8 per cent between 1960
and 1971.

Among the subregions, Western Africa still has the highest levels
(usually over 40 per cent) of marriage among women aged 15-19. Northern
Africa has had significant reductions in adolescent marriages, with recent
levels varying at about 20 per cent of those ever married and with a low of
6.9 per cent in Tunisia. Southern Africa displays the lowest levels, but as
indicated in note 4, the status of Botswana needs to be corroborated. Eastern
and Middle Africa do not reflect any specific pattern and the percentages ever
married cover a wide range, from about 10.7 in Mauritius in 1983 to 60.9 in
Ethiopia in 1984. The increases in Ethiopia and Mozambique are not
corroborated by other sources and may be due to data inconsistencies
(figure 5).

When assessing marriage timing in terms of singulate mean age at
marriage, a wide range of SMAMs emerges among both men and women. In most of
the countries, male SMAMs vary between 23 and 27 years (annex table A.1). A
few countries, notably Malawi (1977) and Mozambique (1980), display low ages
of between 22 and 23 years. The Niger, with 21.5 years in 1959, has the
lowest male SMAM recorded in Africa during the second half of the twentieth
century. At the upper end of the scale, SMAMs as high as 27-29 years were
ocbserved for a number of countries. Currently, Northern and Southern Africa
are characterized by the highest SMAMs, whereas countries of Eastern Africa
have same of the lowest. The changes given in table 6 and illustrated in
figure 6 highlight the small changes in male SMAMs, with annual increments
averaging less than 0.1 year but with more pronounced increases in Botswana,
the Congo and Cote d’Ivoire. In some countries (Algeria, Cameroon, Ethiopia
and Mozambique), SMAMs declined; the reliability of these declines, however,
could not be corroborated.

As concerns the levels and trends observed in female SMAMs in Africa
(table 6 and figure 6), in Middle and Western Africa, levels continue to be
under 20 years in most countries, except in the Congo (1984). Up to the
early 1960s, ages under 18 years were not uncammon and were recorded around
1960, notably in Angola, the Central African Republic, the Congo, Gabon,
Ghana and Senegal. SMAMs of less than 17 years—the lowest in Africa-—were
found in Chad, Benin, Guinea, Mali and the Niger. Currently, levels under 18
years are still reported in, for example, Ethiopia (1984), Mali (1987) and
Mozambique (1980) (see annex table A.1).
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Figure 5. Trends in percentage ever married for women aged 15-19,
Africa, 1950-1989
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Table 6. Singulate mean age at marriage, by sex, Africa, 1950-1985
(Years)

Sinqulate mean age at marriage

Most
Subregion Earliest Year of recent VYear of Average change
and prior to census since census per annum
country a/ 1970 b/ or survey 1970 or survey (years)
Men
Eastern Africa
Burundi 23.8 1965 24.4 1979 0.04
Ethiopia 25.5 b/ 1981 23.3 1984 -0.73 ¢/
Kenya 24.1 1962 25.5 1979 0.08
Mauritius 25.7 1952 27.5 1983 0.06
Mozambique 23.8 1950 22.7 1980 -0.04
Réunion d/ 27.2 1954 28.1 1982 0.03
Rwanda 22.6 b/ 1970 24.5 1978 0.24
United Rep. of Tanzania e/ 24.1 1967 24.9 1978 0.07
Zambia 24.4 1969 25.1 1980 0.06
Middle Africa
Cameroon 26.3 b/ 1976 26.2 1978 -0.05 ¢/
Central African Rep. 22.6 1959 23.3 1975 0.04
Congo 24.0 1960 27.0 1984 0.13
Northern Africa
Algeria 26.0 e/ 1948 25.3 1977 -0.02
Egypt 25.9 1860 26.9 1980 0.05
Morocco 24.5 1952 27.2 1982 0.09
Tunisia 25.9 1956 28.1 1984 0.08
Southern Africa
Botswana 29.3 b/ 1971 30.8 1981 0.15
Iesotho 26.0 1966 26.3 1977 0.03
South Africa 27.1 1951 27.8 1980 0.02
Western Africa
Benin 24.8 1961 24.9 1982 0.00
Cote d’Ivoire 26.7 b/ 1975 27.1 1978 0.13 ¢/
Ghana 26.2 1960 26.9 1971 0.06
Liberia 26.3 1962 26.6 1974 0.03
Mali 26.5 1960 27:3 1976 0.05
Senegal 28.0 1960 28.3 1978 0.02
Togo 25.6 1958 26.5 1971 0.07



Table 6 (continued)

Sinqulate mean age at marriage
Most

Subregion Earliest Year of recent Year of Average change
and prior to census since census per annum
country a/ 1970 b/ or survey 1970 or survey (years)
Women
Eastern Africa
Burundi 20.6 1965 21.9 1987 0.06
Ethiopia 17.7 b/ 1981 17.1 1984 -0.20 ¢/
Kenya 18.4 1962 20.3 1979 0.3l
Mauritius 19.3 1952 23.8 1983 0.15
Mozambique 19.4 1950 17.6 1980 -0.06
Réunion a/ 23.8 1961 25.8 1982 0.10
Rwanda 20.1 b/ 1970 21.2 1983 0.08
United Rep. of Tanzania ¢/ 17.9 1967 19.1 1978 0.11
Zambia 18.2 1969 19.4 1980 s P
Middle Africa
Cameroon 18.8 b/ 1976 18.8 1978 0.00 ¢/
Central African Rep. 17.3 1959 18.4 1975 0.07
Congo 17.6 1960 21.9 £/ 1984 0.18
Northern Africa
Algeria 20.0 £/ 1948 21.0 1977 0.03
Egypt 19.8 1960 21.4 1980 0.08
Morocco 17.3 1952 22.3 1982 0.17
Tunisia 19.3 1956 24.3 1984 0.18
Southern Africa
Botswana 24.8 b/ £/ 1971 26.4 £/ 1981 0.16
Lesotho 20.3 1966 20.5 1977 0.02
South Africa 22.8 1951 25.7 1980 0.10
Western Africa
Benin 16.9 1961 18.3 1982 0.07
C8te d’Ivoire 18.4 b/ 1975 18.9 1978 0.17 ¢/
Ghana 17.8 1960 19.4 1971 0.15
Liberia 18.0 1962 19.4 1974 0.12
Mali 16.2 1960 16.4 1987 0.01
Senegal 17.4 1960 18.3 1978 0.05
Togo 17.6 1958 18.5 1971 0.07

Source: Annex table A.l.

a/ Including only countries for which dbservations were available for at least
two points in time.
For several countries, data were not available prior to 1970.
¢/ Based on an interval of less than five years.
d/ Iegal union only.
e/ Data for mainland
f/ Data of uncertain quality or comparability.
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Figure 8 (continued)
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Figure 8 (continued)
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In Eastern Africa, both early- and late-marriage patterns among females
are currently found. For instance, Ethiopia (1984), Malawi (1977) and
Mozambique (1980) still had SMAMs of about 17 years. On the other hand, in
Burundi (1987) and Rwanda (1983), levels exceeded 21 years; and Mauritius
reported close to 24 years in 1983, averages that are high by African
standards. The data for Réunion are not comparable. 5/ Furthermore, in
several countries where female SMAMs were under 20 years during the 1950s and
1960s, the level has recently increased to over 20 years

Southern Africa represents the opposite timing pattern: SMAMs are over 20
years, a late marriage pattern by African standards. The reliability in the
case of Botswana could not be confirmed because late marriage for wamen
reported in other studies (Kuper, 1985) may have resulted from
underestimation of marital unions. 6/

In Northern Africa, female SMAM currently exceed 21 years, except possibly
in the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. 7/ The largest increases have taken place in
Morocco and Tunisia; the 1984 census of Tunisia reported a female SMAM as high
as 24.3 years. 8/

By world standards, Africa—in particular, sub-Saharan Africa——remains a
region of very young marriages among women. At the beginning of the period
under review, in 19 of 26 countries for which data were available at two
points in time, SMAMs were under 20 years; at the end of this period, in 13
countries SMAM was still under 20-year level (table 6). There are obviously
cultural factors in many sub-Saharan countries that maintain traditional
marriage norms among women, thus providing considerable time of exposure to
the risk of conception in countries where contraceptive use is at a very low
level. Given the general low level of social change observed, current
differences in SMAM still reflect (with some exceptions) cultural differences
rather than different stages reached in the marriage transition (Bongaarts,
Frank and Lesthaeghe, 1984).

2. Difference between sexes in age at first marriage

A notable feature of marriage patterns in sub-Saharan Africa is the large
differences between male and female SMAMs. These differences range from about
2-4 years in some countries to over 10 in others (see annex table A.1).

In Eastern Africa, differences in SMAM vary mainly from two to six years.
In Middle and Northern Africa, differences of from four to seven years are
camon. The largest differences are found in countries of Western Africa:
the most common fall in the range of from six to nine years, but differences
exceeding 10 years have been observed in Guinea, Mali and Senegal (1960 and
1978) . The smallest difference in SMAM cbserved in Africa, 2.1 years in 1980,
was that for South Africa.

Pﬂun&fferernesbe&msmamomparedmrtim(seeﬁgure?),it
appears that they did not begin to narrow until the 1980s. Reductions appear
to have been most substantial in Northern Africa: differences narrowed by one
or two years in Algeria and Morocco and by almost three years in Tunisia. 1In
the other subregions, declines were less significant. The largest cbserved
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recent difference, 7.8 years, was recorded in Ethiopia in 1981. For many of
the countries with very large differences in the past, notably in Western
Africa, no comparison can be made because of the paucity of recent data.

Age differences between marital partners are due to a variety of social
and demographic factors and norms which usually define a range of socially
acceptable differences between sexes in age at marriage (United Nations,
1988a). Polygamy, in particular, contributes to larger differences between
because the larger, younger female cochorts provide the marriageable
girls needed to accommodate the greater demand for brides by older men (Locoh,
1984; Pison, 1986). Bride-wealth is another factor which leads to large age
differences in both monogamous and polygamous marriage when men have to wait
until a large bride-wealth is collected. In fact, a legal ceiling had to be
set for bride-wealth payments in some countries, notably in Gabon and Togo, in
order to facilitate marriages (Frangois, 1975; Iocoh, 1984; Lesthaeghe and
Surkyn, 1988).

Migration may, in certain circumstances, delay matrimony of migrant men
and increase age differences either because there is a shortage of
marriageable wamen or because of cbservance of traditional rules of homogamy
by the immigrants or the local population. A study conducted in Cote d’Ivoire
showed that immigrants had a mean difference in age at first marriage of 11
years, as compared with 7 years for nationals (Ahonzo and others, 1984).

The husband’s education sometimes also affects differences in age at
marriage. At Abidjan (Céte d’Ivoire), for instance, this difference is
reported to vary from 13.8 years when the husband is uneducated to 5.7 years
for college—educated husbands (Gendreau and Gubry, 1988).

3. Prevalence of marriage

A muber of the problems emphasized above with respect to definition of
marriage may affect the level of marriage prevalence as measured by the
percentage ever married by age 50 (van de Walle, 1971). In general, couples
in Africa state their marital status correctly; the high level of prevalence
reported for both sexes supports this conclusion.

As concerns marriage prevalence, Africa is characterized, with few
exceptions, by universal marriage among both men and women (annex table A.1l).
Among men, during the period 1950-1960, the percentages ever married by age 50
ranged from 95 to 99 per cent in most countries, although some lower
proportions (between 90 and 94 per cent) were reported in a few countries.
Among women, from 97 to 99 per cent, in general, have entered a marital union,
and a prevalence level as high as 100 per cent was reported for Guinea
(1955). Somewhat lower prevalence is found in Mauritius and Scuth Africa
(about 94 per cent). Proportions ever married of fewer than 90 per cent for
both men and women were reported only in Botswana and Réunion, 10/ quite
likely because of underreporting of consensual unions.

For the most recent period (1970-1985), data show that universality of
marriage has remained the prevailing norm for both sexes in most countries.
Among wamen in particular, the proportion ever married by age 50 remained very
high, about 98-99 per cent, in Northern Africa, even in Tunisia, where age at
first marriage has increased considerably. In Middle and Western Africa,
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97-99 per cent prevalence remains the norm. In Eastern Africa, some
countries, notably Mauritius and Madagascar, have a somewhat lower
prevalence. Iow prevalence rates in Angola and in the Congo need to be
corroborated. Exceptions include South Africa (1980), 91.0 per cent; Réunion
(1982), 85.4 per cent; and Botswana (1981), 84.0 per cent. 11/

Thus, with very few exceptions, marriage in Africa remains virtually
universal for both sexes. However, although prevalence in general underwent
small declines or had no change at all during the period 1950-1985, a large
number of countries displayed an upward trend among both men and women
(table 7 and figure 8). Sharp increases in prevalence, as were found in
Cameroon and Céte d’Ivoire, especially over short periods of time, call for
closer scrutiny of data comparability and corroboration. 12/

B. Polygamy

A major feature of marriages in Africa is the tradition of polygamy, this
term is used in this section as a synonym for polygyny. Sociological
of this type of marital union are discussed in the earlier publication on
first marriage (United Nations, 1988a). A variety of indices have been
proposed for the measurement of polygamy (e.g., van de Walle, 1968a;
Lesthaeghe, Kaufmann and Meekers, 1989), three of which--percentage of married
men and of married women in a polygamous union, and mean number of wives per
married man are used in table 8 to present the available information on levels
and trends of this phenomenon. The issue of campleteness and reliability of
data on polygamous unions is even more complex than the reporting of
monogamous marriages according to their types (legal, traditional, religious
or consensual). Actually, in countries like Kenya, where six different types
of polygamous union have been enumerated, it is extremely difficult to
ascertain to what extent all types are properly reported in censuses. 13/ The
data presented here provide the best currently available assessment of
prevalence levels of polygamy in Africa. The first and third columns provide
a measure of prevalence among men and women, respectively. The second column
gives the mean number of wives per married man.

A major feature that emerges from the data presented in the first column
of table 8 is the difference in polygamy prevalence between Northern Africa
and sub-Saharan Africa. In Northern Africa, where polygamy appears to have
traditionally been low (Fargues, 1986), fewer than 5 per cent of married men
are in a polygamous union. It is clear that the levels of polygamy are much
lower in the Muslim, Arab culture of Northern Africa than in the sub-Saharan
countries. Even though the Sudan stands out with a comparatively higher level
of 15.9 per cent polygamous men in 1956, this is only about half the male
polygamy prevalence found in most sub-Saharan countries. The second column of
table 8 also shows that in Northern Africa the mean mumber of wives per
husband is very close to 1.0, except in the Sudan. In 1979, 16.8 per cent of
the currently married women in the Sudan reported having at least one co-wife
(Sudan, 1982). 1In Algeria, where the prevalence of polygamy among men is low,
only 1.8 and 1.3 per cent of married men had a second wife in 1966 and 1970,
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Table 7. Marriage prevalence by sex, Africa, 1950-1985

Percentage ever married by age 50
Most

Subregion Earliest Year of recent Year of Average change
and prior to census or since census or per anmm
country a/ 1970 b/ survey 1970 survey (percentage points)
Men
Eastern Africa
Burundi 99.0 1965 98.8 1979 -0.01
Ethiopia 99.4 1981 99.5 1984 0.03 ¢/
Kenya 95.9 1962 95.0 1979 -0.05
Mauritius 94.2 1952 94.8 1983 0.02
Mozambique 95.8 1950 97.7 1980 0.06
Réunion d/ 86.6 1954 86.4 1982 -0.01
Rwanda 99.2 1970 98.7 1978 -0.06
United Rep. of Tanzania e/ 95.7 1967 95.9 1978 0.02
Zambia 97.3 1969 96.8 1980 -0.05
Middle Africa
Cameroon 89.9 £/ 1976 93.0 1978 1.55 ¢/
Central African Rep. 99.1 1959 92.6 1975 -0.41
Congo 96.8 1960 93.4 1984 ~0.14
Northern Africa
Alqeria 95.8 £/ 1948 98.3 1977 0.09
Egypt 98.0 1960 99.1 1980 0.06
Morocco 97.9 1952 97.9 1982 0.00
Sudan S6.7 1973 96.6 1979 -0.02
Tunisia 95.0 1956 97.5 1984 0.09
Southern Africa
Botswana 89.5 £/ 1971 87.2 £/ 1981 -0.23
Lesotho 96.0 1966 96.0 1977 0.00
South Africa 92.6 1951 90.9 1980 -0.06
Western Africa
Benin 96.0 1961 97.9 1982 0.09
Cote d’Ivoire 92.4 1975 94.3 1978 0.63 ¢/
Ghana 96.3 1960 96.2 1971 -0.01
Liberia 93.6 1962 93.2 1974 -0.03
Mali 98.5 1960 96.9 1976 -0.10
Senegal 97.8 1960 97.5 1978 -0.02
Togo 97.4 1958 96.9 1971 -0.04
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Table 7 (continued)

Percentage ever married by age 50
Most

Subregion Earliest Year of recent Year of Average charge
and . prior to census or since census or per anmm
country a/ 1970 b/ survey 1970 survey (percentage points)
Wamen
Eastern Africa
Burundi 95.0 1965 08.8 1987 -0.01
Ethiopia 99.4 1981 99.0 1984 -0.13 ¢/
Kenya 97.9 1562 97.9 1979 0.00
Mauritius 94.4 1952 96.0 1983 0.05
Mozambique 97.0 1950 97.4 1980 0.01
Réunion a/ 80.7 1954 85.4 1982 0.17
Rwanda 99.9 1970 99.7 1983 -0.02
United Rep. of Tanzania e/ 98.9 1967 98.5 1978 -0.04
Zambia 97.5 1969 96.5 1980 -0.09
Middle Africa
Cameroon 95.6 1976 97.5 1978 0.95 ¢/
Central African Rep. 99.9 1959 94.5 1975 -0.34
Congo 99.4 1960 93.2 1984 -0.26
Northern Africa
Algeria 97.8 1948 99.1 1977 0.04
Egypt 98.8 1960 98.7 1580 -0.01
Morocco 98.3 1952 99.1 1982 0.03
Tunisia 97.7 1956 98.5 1584 0.03
Southern Africa
Botswana 88.3 f/ 1971 84.0 £/ 1981 -0.43
ILesotho 97.7 1966 97.5 1977 -0.02
South Africa 94.7 1951 91.3 1980 -0.12
Western Africa
Benin 99.5 1961 99.5 1982 0.00
Cote d’Ivoire 94.5 1975 98.7 1978 0.20 ¢/
Ghana 99.5 1960 99.5 1971 0.00
Liberia 98.0 1962 97.6 1974 -0.03
Mali 99.5 1960 100.0 1987 0.02
Mauritania 97.5 1962 96.9 1976 -0.04
Senegal 99.6 1960 99.5 1978 -0.01
Togo 99.5 1958 99.9 1971 0.03

Source: Annex table A.1.

a/ Including only countries for which abservations were available for at least two
points in time.
For several countries, data were not available prior to 1970.
¢/ Based on an interval of less than five years.
d/ Iegal union only.
e/ Data for mainland.
£/ Data of uncertain quality or camparability.
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Figure 8. Trends in percentage ever married by age 50, Africa, 1950-1989
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Figure 8 (continued)
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Figure 8. (continued)

Western Africa
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Table 8. Ievels of polygamy, selected countries of Africa, variocus years, 1947-1982

Percentage Percentage of
Subregion of married men Mean number married wamen
ard in a polygamous of wives per in a polygamous
country Year union married man union
Northern Africa
Algeria 1948 3.0 - -
1954 2.0 1.02 oo
1966 1.8 e ok
1970 1.3 5 =
Egypt 1947 3.4 wid o
1960 3.8 1.04 "
1986 2:3 e =
Libyan Arab 1954 . 3.2 s >
Jamahiriya 1964 2.9 1.03 -
1973 3.3 wie =
Morocco 1952 6.6 4 e
1961-1963 3.1 o &
1967 3.0 . s
1987 - 5.1
Sudan 1956 15.9 1.2 -
1879 e e 16.8
Tunisia 1946 4.5 - i
Sub-Saharan Africa
Benin 1961 31.0 1.4 Ve
1981~1982 & - 36.5 a/
Burkina Faso 1956-1957 b/ 25.5 1.7 s
Cameroon 1962-1964 ¢/  26.0 1.4 46.3 d/
1976 e/ 23.6 b I 44.2 4/
1978 &/ . 1.4 &/ 42.9 4/
Central African
Republic 1959-1960 24.4 1.3 e
Chad 1964 22.0 o .5
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Table 8 (continued)

Percentage Percentage of
Subregion of married men Mean number married women
and in a polygamous of wives per in a polygamous
country Year union married man union
Sub-Saharan Africa (continued)
Congo 1960-1961 31.9 15 53.8 d/
1974 d/ ad 1.6 d/ 38.1 4/
Céte d’Ivoire 1957-1958 £/ 29.1 1.4 .
1975 4/ 5 1.3 &/ 41.4 ¢/
1978-1979 g/ 24.3 1.3 "~
1980~1981 v 1.3 d/ 41.4 d/
Gabon 1960-1961 27.3 1.4 ¥
Ghana 1960 26.2 - -
1961 d/ i 1.3 45.4
1971 &/ ¢ 12 -
1979 d/ .o 1.2 34.4
Guinea 1954-1955 37.1 1.6 o
Renya d/ 1962 o 1.3 .e
1969 oo 1.3 .o
1977 a "e 29.5
1979 .e 1.2 o
Lesotho 1977 - .. 7.5 a/
Liberia 1962 d/ - 1.4 i
1974 d/ s 13 e
1986 ‘e b 38.0
Mali 1956-1958 h/  23.2 1.3 -
1960 d/ & 1.4 44.
1976 d/ .o 1.3 46.3
Mauritania 1965 d/ .o 1.0 8.4
1977 &/ - 1.1 "
1981 ol - 14.8 a/
Mozambique d/ 1955 s 0.8 -
1970 o 11 24.6
1980 - . 1.2 -e
Niger 1959-1960 22.4 1.3 p



Table 8 (continued)

Percentage

Percentage of

Subregion of married men Mean number married women
and in a polygamcus of wives per in a polygamous
country Year union married men union
Sub-Saharan Africa (continued)
Nigeria 1974 - . 34.0
Rwanda 1970 d/ - 1.1 16.1
1978 d/ - 1.2 15.2
1983 e/ - 5 18.4
Senegal 1960-1961 27.0 1.4 P
1970 28.0 1.4 46.9 d/
1976 31.0 1.5 51.8 d/
1978 32.0 1.5 48.5 d/
Samalia 1980-1981 20.9 -7 .
Togo 1958-1960 31.9 1.5
United Rep. of
Tanzania 1957 21.2 1:3 e
1967 4/ .. | o
1973 4/ - 2432 27.1
1977 4/ - 3.2 -
Zaire 1950 i/ 23.1 v 40.1
1955-1957 j/ 20.4 1.2 35.9
1975-1976 3/ 195 1.3 33.5
1982-1984 . ¥ 32,1 1/
Sources:
For mean number of wives per married man:
Algeria (1964), Bgypt (1960) and Libyan Arab Jamahiriya (1964): Economic

Cammission for Africa, Demographic Handbook for Africa (Addis Ababa, 1968),
p. 85, table 19; Cameroon (1978), Congo (1974) and Cote d’Ivoire (1974 ard

1980-1981) :

(Berkeley,

Ron J. Lesthaeghe, Georgia Kaufmann and Dominique Meekers, "The
nuptiality regimes in sub-Saharan Africa", in Reproduction and Social
Organization in Sub-Saharan Africa, Ron J. Lesthaeghe, ed.

California, University of California Press, 1989), data from preliminary draft.
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Table 8 (continued)

For percentage of married women in a polygamous union:

Benin, lesotho and Mauritania: Fertility Behaviour in the Context of
Development: Evidence from the World Fertility Survey, Population Studies,
No. 100 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.86.XIII.5), p. 331, table 171;
Cameroon, Congo, OSte d’Ivoire and Senegal: Ron J. lesthaeghe, Georgia
Kaufmann and Dominique Meekers, "The nuptiality regimes in sub-Saharan
Africa", in Reproduction and Social Organization in Sub-Saharan Africa, Ron J.
ILesthaeghe, ed. (Berkeley, California, University of California Press, 1989),
data from preliminary draft; Sudan: Ministry of Naticnal Planning, The Sudan
Fertility Survey 1979 - Principal Report, vol. 1 (Khartoum, Department of
Statistics and World Fertility Survey, 1982), table 4.12.

For other data:

Algeria, Libyan Arab Jamshiriya and Tunisia: J. Chamie, "Polygyny among
Arabs", Population Studies (Iondon), vol. 40, No. 1 (March 1986), p. 57,
table 1; Philippe Fargues, "Un siécle de transition démographique en Afrique
méditerranéenne, 1985-1985", Population (Paris), vol. 41, No. 2 (March 1986),
p. 227.

Benin and Chad: Etienne van de Walle, "Demographic aspects of marriage
in Tropical Africa", International Population Conference, London, 1969, vol. 3
(London, International Union for the Scientific Study of Population, 1971),
p. 2178, table 2.

Burkina Faso, Central African Republic, Gabon, Guinea, Niger, Sudan and
Togo: Economic Commission for Africa, Demographic Handbook for Africa (Addis
Ababa, 1968), p. 85, table 19.

Kenya, Mauritania and Mozambique: Ron J. Lesthaeghe, Georgia Kaufmann
and Dominique Meekers, "The nuptiality regimes in sub-Saharan Africa", in
Reproduction and Social Organization in Sub~Saharan Africa, Ron J. Lesthaeghe,
ed. (Berkeley, California, University of California Press, 1989), data from
preliminary draft.

Cameroon: 1962-1964: Etienne van de Walle, "Demographic aspects of
marriage in Tropical Africa", International Population Conference, London,
1969, vol. 3 (London, International Union for the Scientific Study of
Population, 1971), p. 2178, table 2; 1976: Cameroon, Recensement géneral de
__M.at:.m et de l'habltat d’avril 1976, vol. II, Analyse, Tome 2, Etat
matrimonial et nuptialité (Yaoundé, Bureau central du recensement, n.d.),
pp. 32 and 35, tables 11 and 12; 1978: Ron J. Lesthaeghe, Georgia Kaufmann
and Dominique Meekers, "The mlptlallty regimes in sub-Saharan Africa", in
Reproduction and Social Organization in Sub-Saharan Africa, Ron J. Iesthaeghe,
ed. (Berkeley, California, University of California Press, 1989), data from

Congo: 1960-1961: Economic Commission for Africa, Demographic Handbook
for Africa (Addis Ababa, 1968), p. 85, table 19; 1974: Ron J. Iﬂsthaeghe,
Georgia Kaufmann and Dominique Meekers, "The mpt:.allty regm in
sub-Saharan Africa", in Reproduction and Social Organization in Sub-Saharan
Africa, Ron J. I.esthaeghe, ed. (Berkeley, California, University of
California Press, 1989), data from preliminary draft.




Table 8 (continued)

Cote d’Ivoire: 1957-1958: Economic Cammission for Africa, Demographic
Handbook for Africa (Addis Ababa, 1968), p. 85, table 19; 1975: Ron J.
Lesthaeghe, Georgia Kaufmann and Dominique Meekers, "The nuptiality regimes in
sub~Saharan Africa", in Reproduction and Social Organization in Sub-Saharan
Africa, Ron J. lesthaeghe, ed. (Berkeley, California, University of California
Press, 1989), data from preliminary draft; 1978-1979: E. Ahonzo and others,
qumlatlon de la Céte d’Ivoire: analyse des données démographiques
disponsibles (Abidjan, Direction de la statistique, 1984), p. 229, table 5.8.

Bgypt: J. Chamie, "Polygyny among Arabs", Population Studies (London) ,
vol. 40, No. 1 (March 1986), p. 57, table 1; Philippe Fargues, "Un siécle de
transition démographique en Afrique méditerranéenne, 1885-1985", Population
(Paris), vol. 41, No. 2 (March-April 1986), p. 227; Egypt, Central Agency for
Public Mobilisation and Statistics, Census of Population, Housing and
Establishments, 1986. Sample Results: Total Republic Population Charac—
teristics and Housing Conditions, first volume, part one (Cairo, 1989),
table 21.

Ghana: 1960: Economic Commission for Africa, Demographic Handbook for
Africa (Addls Ababa, 1968), p. 85, table 19; 1961, 1971, 1979: Ron J.
Iesthaeghe Georgia Kaufmann and Dominique Meekers, "The nuptlallty regimes in
sub-Saharan Africa", in Reproduction and Social Orqamzata.on in Sub-Saharan
Africa, Ron J. lesthaeghe ed. (Berkeley, California, University of
California Press, 1989), data from preliminary draft.

Liberia: 1962, 1974: Ron J. lesthaeghe, Georgia Kaufmann and Dominique
Meekers, "The nuptiality regimes in sub-Saharan Africa", in Reproduction and
Social Organization in Sub-Saharan Africa, Ron J. I_esthaeghe, ed. (Berkeley,
California, University of California Press, 1989), data from preliminary
draft; 1986: Dorothy Chieh-Johnson and others, Liberia Demographic and Health
Survey (Monrovia, Bureau of Statistics, 1988), table 2.3.

Mali: 1956-1958: Economic Commission for Africa, Demographic Handbook
for Africa (Addis Ababa, 1968), p. 85, table 19; 1960, 1976: Ron J.
Lesthaeghe, Georgia Kauﬁnaxm ard Dominique Meekers, "The nuptiality regimes in
sub-Saharan Africa", in Reproduction and Sccial Orqanizatim in Sub—-Saharan
Africa, Ron J. I.eﬁthaeghe, ed. (Berkeley, California, University of
California Press, 1989), data from preliminary draft.

Morocco: 1952: J. Chamie, "Polygyny among Arabs", Population Studies
(London) , vol. 40, No. 1 (March 1986), p. 57, table 1; Philippe Fargues, "Un
siécle de transition démographique en Afrique méditerranéenne, 1885-1985",
Population (Paris), vol. 41, No. 2 (March-April 1986), p. 227; 1961-1963:
Jacques Vallin, "Les populations de 1’Afrique au Nord du Sahara: Maroc,
Algérie, Tunisie, Libye, Egypte", Population (Paris), vol. 25, No. 6 (November-
December 1970), p. 1228, note 3; 1967, 1987: Morocco, Ia population du Maroc
(Paris, Committee for International Co-operation in National Research in
Demography, 1974), p. 30, milieu rural; M. Azelmat and others, Enquéte
nationale sur la planification familiale, la fécondité et la santé de la
population du Maroc (ENPS) 1987 (Rabat, Ministére de la santé publique and
Westinghouse, 1989), table 2.2.

Nigeria: Alfred 0. Ukaegbu, "Fertility of women in polygynous unions in
rural Eastern Nigeria", Journal of Marriage and the Family (Lincoln, Nebraska),
vol. 39, No. 2 (May 1977), p. 397.




Table 8 (continued)

Rwanda: 1970, 1978: Ron J. lLesthaeghe, Georgia Kaufmann and Dominique
Meekers, "The nuptiality regimes in sub-Saharan Africa", in Reproduction and
Social Organization in Sub~Saharan Africa, Ron J. Lesthaeghe, ed. (Berkeley,
California, University of California Press, 1989), data from preliminary
draft; 1983: Rwanda, Office national de la population, Rwanda 1983. Enquéte
nationale sur la fécondité, vol. I, Analyse des résultats (Kigali, 1985),

p- 92, table 3.15.

Senegal: Etienne van de Walle and John Kekovole, "The recent evolution
of African marriage and polygyny", paper presented at the Anmual Meeting of
the Population Association of America, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 3~5 May 1984,
p. 8, table 2.

Samalia: Samalia, Central Statistical Department, National Survey of
Population 1980-81 (1986) p. 17, table III.4.

Unibed Republic of Tanzania 1957: Economic Commission for Africa,

ic Handbook for Africa (Addls Ababa, 1968), p. 85, table 19; 1967,
1973, 1977: Ron J. lLesthaeghe, Georgia Kaufmann and Dominique Meekers, "The
muptiality regimes in sub-Saharan Africa", in Reproduction and Social
Organization in Sub-Saharan Africa, Ron & Lesthaeghe, ed. (Berkeley,
California, University of California Press, 1989), data from preliminary draft.

.Zaire: A. Romaniuk, "la polygamie et la parenté en Afrique tropicale: le
point de vue d’un démographe", in African Population Conference, Dakar,1988,
vol. 2 (Liége, International Union for the Scientific Study of Population,
1988), table 1; Zaire, Etude démographique de 1’Cuest du Zaire, EDOZA (1975-
1976) , Tome 3, Mouvement de la population (Louvain, Université Catholique de
Iouvain, 1978), p. 27, table 1.05; B. Makani and others, Planification
familiale, fécondité et santé familiale au Zaire, 1982-1984 (Kinshasa,
Institut national de la statistique, 1985), derived from table 4.5.

Ever-married women aged 15-49.

DatarefertocnrzmtlymarriedmagedlSorwer
Population aged 15 or over.
Excluding towns.
Data refer to population aged 10 or over.
Central Nigerian delta region only.
Data for 1950 refer to population aged 20 or over.
Data for 1955-1957 and 1975-1976 refer to rural population of Western
Zaire only, aged 15 or over.
k/ Population aged 14 or over; unweighted averages for nine subregions;
covers only Western Zaire.
1/ Women aged 13-49 from two villages.
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respectively (Tabutin, 1974; Fargues, 1986). Polygamy in Northern Africa is
thus a marginal phenomenon, as compared with sub-Saharan Africa; and in
Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia, the trend has surely continued further downward.

In most countries of sub-Saharan Africa for which data were available, at
least 20 per cent of the married men and from about 30 to 45 per cent of the
married women are in a polygamous union (table 8). Among men, during the
period 1955-1961, the highest levels were cbserved in Guinea, with as many as
37 per cent polygamous men, and in the Congo and Togo, with a level of about
32 per cent. In 1978, level of 32 per cent polygamous married men was also
reported in Senegal. Among wamen, the prevalence of polygamy seems to vary
considerably, with a value above 50 per cent cbserved in Senegal in 1976.

At the subregional level, some of the highest levels of polygyny are
found in Western African coxmtrles—mr}um Faso, Cote d’Ivoire, Guinea,
Liberia, Mali, Senegal and Togo--with from 1.3 to 1.7 wives per married man on
average and with proportions of married women in a polygamous union usually
ranging from 30 to 50 per cent. Some Middle African countries, such as
Cameroon, the Congo and Zaire, fall almost, but not quite, in the same range.
Because of the possibility of reporting errors, trend comparisons of polygamy
are uncertain. 14/ In particular, 1fgerm1nenmanentsmpolygamy do exist,
it is difficult to find a reason for them. This is notably the case for
Senegal, where the proportion of men in a polygamous union is reported to have
increased from 27 to 32 per cent between 1960 and 1978 (van de Walle, 1968a;
Senegal, 1981). Other studies on polygamy conclude that there is no evidence
of a decline in polygyny in sub-Saharan Africa, although some downward trend
may be genuine in certain cases (van de Walle and Kekovole, 1984; Lesthaeghe,
Kaufmann and Meekers, 1989). 15/

Some countries have adopted legislation directed to influencing the
practice of polygamy. Specific measures to regulate polygamy were enacted in
Cote d’Ivoire, Senegal, Togo and Zaire, where polygamy has not been officially
recognized since 1964 but is practised and generally accepted (Ahonzo and
others, 1984; Iocoh, 1984; Romaniuk, 1988). Tunisia is the only
country where polygamy is officially prohibited (Duza and Baldwin, 1970). How
polygyny was affected by this law is not ascertained, but it was already
assumed to be rare, if only because of its economic cost (Vallin, 1970).

In traditional African agricultural systems--particularly in low-
technology production systems——in which men get access to land when they
marry, taking a wife gives the husband higher status and greater power.
Wives, who are conmitted to work on the land and produce children, thus became
a source of power. 'The greater the number of wives acquired, the larger the
parcel of land acquired, the more numerocus the number of children produced in
the household (even though the number of children per woman may be lower than
in a moncgamous marriage) and the higher the men’s status (Muhsam, 1956;
Boserup, 1985; Goody, 1973, cited in Iesthaeghe and Surkyn 1988; Goody, 1976,
cited in Iesthaeghe, Kaufmann and Meekers, 1989).

Evidence on the attitude of women in sub-Saharan Africa towards polygamy
remains unfortunately sparse. One Nigerian study reported that
notwithstanding the effects of formal education and urbanization, as many as
60 per cent of the women in the city of Ibadan did not mind sharing their
husband, while only 23 per cent were openly angry at the idea (Ukaegbu, 1981).
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In sub-Saharan Africa, polygamy is in a cross-current of traditional and
modernizing influences. So far, however, these new influences have had a very
limited impact on the practice (Romaniuk, 1988). Although it is assumed that
polygamy also declines with modernization and urbanization, the preference for
this custom in the urban areas of a mmber of countries suggests that it has
to date been largely impervious to the new wurban corditions in certain
settings.

Amqmrltalpmctlcehasalsoamged whereby married men maintain a
relationship with a second woman, identified as an "outside wife" or deuxiéme
bureau, eventually meet her parents and sometimes even pay bride-wealth to
them (Morgan, 1975; lLacambe, 1987; Kaufmann, Lesthaeghe and Meekers, 1989).
Itlsmtclearwhetherthlspractmeshmldbemxderedavmltmg union or
an alternative form of polygamy. Moreover, it is reported that at ILagos this
practice is far from being new and that rather than being a substitute for
polygyny, it is found primarily in monogamous marriages. A significant
distinction Dbetween "outside wifeship" and polygyny is that the latter
practice is associated with financial obligations, legal rights and the
performance of public ceremonies (Karanja, 1988). On the other hand, it is
also suggested that currently "the most important changes in marriage revolve
around the changing nature of polygymy in the midst of increasing
stratification" and that "education plays a pivotal role in these changes"
(Brandon and Bledsoe, 1988, p. 1l1). Nevertheless, at this point, polygamy
remains an attractive marital arrangement even among sub-~Saharan populations
in the process of modernization.

Does polygamy contribute to lowering the mean age at first marriage of
women? Analysing the relationship between polygamy and age at first marriage,
a recent study found a much higher probability of early marriage among females
in societies with high levels of polygyny than in societies where the level is
medium or low. However, given the relationship of polygamy and other
socio-cultural factors favouring early marriage, none of these probabilities
was considered "of sufficient strength to single out polygyny as the prime
determinant" (Lesthaeghe, 1984, p. 64).

C. Nuptiality differentials

Special attention is given in this section to differences in marriage
timing of women according to selected socio—economic and cultural
characteristics. The section focuses primarily on women because most of the
studies from which the information is drawn deal only with women. Appropriate
data were not always available for a sufficient number of countries to allow
proper generalizations; and even within a country, the danger of
simplification arises, given the great variety of cultures and traditions.
Furthermore, aggregate data do not constitute the best indices to assess
certain timing differentials, especially when several factors compound their
effects, so that even when clear differences are observed, it is not always
possible to identify what particular individual characteristics account
specifically for the estimated differences in age at first marriage.

Many marriage studies show that major differences in women’s age at first
marriage are associated with levels of education, as well as levels of women’s
participation in non-agricultural activities (see, for example, United
Nations, 1988a). The African attitudes towards marriage cannot be understood
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only on the basis of such factors because the weight of traditional marriage
norms is still heavy and is believed to contribute significantly to the fact
that only small changes are found even among educated or working women. 1In
addition, traditional marriage norms vary in different regions, and in certain
areas or cultures, marriages may be delayed for reasons other than schooling
or work. It is therefore important to examine not only the modern
characteristics associated with delayed marriages but the context of
traditional marriage as it may still influence behaviour in many African
societies (see Ukaegbu, 1981; and Lesthaeghe, 1984, among others).

1. Education

The importance of the association between wamen’s education and delayed
marriage is established by evidence from a number of studies (for example,
United Nations, 1987a; and Lesthaeghe, Kaufmann and Meekers, 1989). The data
given in table 9 illustrate the magnitude of the effect of this factor on
singulate mean age at marriage for a number of countries. Although the role
of education appears to be very substantial at the individual level, its
impact on marriage age may not yet be reflected at the aggregate level because
the proportion of women who actually reach the educational level needed to
initiate marriage delays is not large enough. 1Indeed, in many African
countries, illiteracy among women remains extremely high (United Nations,
1985b), and a recent study of selected African countries reported that from 60
to 90 per cent of the ever-married women had not completed one year of
schooling (table 10). Such data as those given in table 9 do not leave any
doubt regarding the importance of education as a determinant of late
marriage. A detailed analysis of age at first marriage based on married women
aged 35-49 confirms the importance of wamen’s education, even when urban/rural
differences are kept constant, and underscores the fact that the waman’s
education is also more important than her husband’s as far as age at first
marriage is concerned (Vallin, 1973).

2. Occupation

Testing the hypothesis of a positive relationship between women’s
occupation and age at first marriage (United Nations, 1988a) presents many
difficulties. A major obstacle arises from the differences among African
countries in the mamner of reporting the employment status of women,
differences which tend to produce variations as well as underestimation of
wamen’s activities (Anker, 1983; Oppong, 1987), 16/ and thus hamper
comparability between countries. In order to ascertain whether work
influences the timing of first marriages, attention naturally focuses on work
before marriage, although the prospect or possibility of work after marriage
may also be a factor in certain cultures. The assumption is that wunder
modernizing conditions women who work prior to matrimony are associated with
later marriage. A recent analysis, based on the World Fertility Survey (WFS)
among ever-married women aged 23 years or more from 10 African countries,
shows that the mean age at first marriage varied from 16 to about 19 years for
women who had no occupation or worked in the traditional sector before
marriage as compared with 19 years or over for those who had worked in the



Table 9. Singulate mean age at marriage of wamen, by selected
levels of education, various countries of Africa
(Years)

Sinqulate mean age at marriage (years) a/
Seven or more years

Year of or secondary level Difference
Country survey No schooling level or more (years)
Algeria b/ 1970 18.5 22.0 3.5
Benin 1982 16.9 24.1 i (]
Cameroon 1978 15.4 22.1 6.7
Céte d'Ivoire 1980 17:1 21.8 4.7
BEgypt ¢/ 1984 16.3 20.8 4.5
Ghana 1979/80 17.4 20.5 3.1
Kenya 1977/78 i by % 21.8 4.6
Lesotho 1983 18.3 22,3 4.0
Morocco 1979/80 20.3 25.9 5.6
Nigeria d/ 1983 16.9 22.0 5.1
Rwanda ¢/ 1983 18.8 20.8 2.0
Senegal 1978 16.7 22.8 6.1
Sudan 1978/79 a1.3 24.7 3.5
Tunisia ¢/ 1983 18.4 21.4 3.0
Zaire e/ 1982/84 15.3 16.3 1.0

Sources: Benin, cxunerm,wted'rvmm,c&mn Kenya, Morocco, Senegal and
Sudan: Fertiln.ty Behavml.zr in the Context of Development: Evidence from the World
Fertility Survey, Population Studies, No. 100 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.86.XIII.5), table 119; indicators are singulate mean age at marriage.

Algeria: Jacgues Vallin, "Facteurs socio—éconamiques de 1’&ge au mariage de la
femme algérienne (Algérie du Nord)", Population (Paris), vol. 28, No. 6 (November-
December, 1973), pp. 1171-1177, table II.

Bgypt: H. A. A. H. Sayed, M. N. El-Khorazaty and A. A. Way, Fertility and Family
Planning in BEgqypt 1984 (Cairo, Egypt National Population Council; and Columbia,
Maryland, Westinghouse Public Applied Systems, 1985), table 3.7.

Iesotho: Ngoakoane M. Molise, "Nuptiality patterns and differentials in
Lesotho", in Studies in African and Asian Demography: CDC Annual Seminar 1983,
Research Monograph Series, No. 12 (Cairo, Cairo Demographic Centre, 1984),
pp- 399-422, table 4.

Nigeria: National Population Commission, National Fertility Survey 1981-1982
Preliminary Report March 1983 (Lagos, 1985), table 3.2.

Rwanda: Rwanda 1983 Encuéte nationale sur la fécondité, vol. I, Analyse des
résultats (Kigali, Office national de la population, n.d.), table 3.9.

Tunisia: Mohamed Ayad and Younee Zoughlami, Fécondité et planification familiale
en Tunisie 1983. Rapport sur les résultats de 1’Enquéte tunisienne sur la prévalence
de la contraception (Tunis, Office national de la famille et de la population, 1985),
table 4.3.

Zaire: Bakutuvwidi Makani, Kinavwidi lewa Niwembo and Ann Way, Planification
familiale, fécondité et santé fanu.l:.ale au Zaire, 1982-1984 (Kinshasa, Institut
national de la statistique, 1985), table 4.4.

- 9] -



Table 9 (continued)

a/ Singulate mean ages at marriage (SMAMs) except as noted. Data for
countries otherwise indicated were computed for specific ages of ever-married
wamen, as shown in the notes, and are not camparable to SMAMs, although
camparisons by level of education within country are valid.

b/ Mean age at first marriage reported by wamen aged 35-49.

¢/ Mean age at first marriage reported by wamen aged 25-49 who had
married before age 25. The figure in the second column pertains to secondary
education or more.

d/ Urweighted average of age at first marriage reported by women in five-
year age groups from 20 to 49 for wamen with "no schooling" and five-year age
groups fram 35 to 49 for those with "7 or more years".

e/ Refers to ever-married women aged 20-49 who had married before age
20. Umweighted averages derived from estimates for cities and rural areas

regions.
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Table 10. Percentage distribution of ever-married women
who had less than one year of schooling,
selected countries of Africa a/

Country Year of survey Percentage
Benin 1982 88.0
Cameroon 1978 68.0
Céte d’Ivoire 1980 84.0
Egypt 1980 60.0
Ghana 1979/80 60.0
Kenya 1977/78 53.0
Lesotho 1977 8.0
Mauritania b/ 1981 40.0
Morocco 1979/80 88.0
Senegal 1978 90.0
Sudan 1978/79 81.0
Tunisia 1978 77.0
Source: Fertility Behaviour in the Context of

Development: Evidence from the World Fertility
Survey, Population Studies, No. 100 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.86.XIII.5), table 109.

Married women aged 15-49.
b/ Refers to the category "no schooling";
number of years not available.



modern sector of the economy (table 11). As can be seen, women who had worked
before marriage in a non-agricultural sector married somewhat later than the
others. Only work performed in the modern sector of the economy determined a
substantial delay in marriage.

Women’s participation in the labour force in Africa has traditionally
been confined to agricultural or agriculture-related tasks (including trade in
agricultural and other products). Concomitantly, especially in agricultural
societies, marriage formation was primarily a family matter and dependent upon
family arrangements. Hence, to the extent that parents conformed to early
marriage norms and wanted their daughters to marry young, work and marriage
did not emerge as competing factors. In fact, because of bride-wealth
payments and the wife’s responsibilities of working on the land, women’s work
could even favour early marriage (see section 4 below). Only in the more
modernized population subgroups is women’s later marriage associated with work
status in certain types of occupations.

3. Urban or rural residence

The distinctive influence of the urban setting on age at first marriage
is also difficult to ascertain, partially because of data errors, partially
because of variations in the concept of "urban" and partially because of the
heterogeneity of the populations of large towns and cities resulting from
considerable rural-to-urban migrations, international migrations and refugee
movements.

Studies often show that wrban women have higher mean ages at first
marriage than rural women (table 12). This situation may be accounted for by
the cbservation that urban areas offer more of the modern features associated
with  delayed marriage, notably non-traditional marriage norms and
opportunities for women to acquire an education and to work in modern
occupations. Various studies confirm such findings. In Western Africa, for
instance, SMAMs of about 20 years were confined to urban areas and to adjacent
areas with high levels of education; in Central, Eastern and Southern Africa,
ages at first marriage as high as 21 years or over were cbserved specifically
in regions where levels of schooling for women were well above the national
average (Ohadike, 1968; United Nations, 1980; Lesthaeghe, 1984).

But the new conditions favourable to late-marriage unions in urban areas
are not always sufficient to outweigh the components of the urban context that
still favour traditional marriage behaviour. As a result, some countries,
notably Céte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Kenya and Mauritania, display only very small
urban/rural differences in SMAM (see table 12). Most likely, the effects of
modernizing factors are counterbalanced by other cultural factors not
reflected in the indices used. For instance, small urban/rural differences in
SMAM can be accounted for in part by rural-to-urban migration. Migrants or
refugees may have married young even before coming to cities, or they may
simply conform to traditional early marriage norms even after their arrival in
the larger town. One analysis of ever-married female migrants in Senegal
estimated that rural women who migrated to urban areas married, on average, at
age 16.2 instead of age 15.5 had they not migrated (Charbit, Gueye and Ndiaye,
1985), a truly small difference resulting from the urban environment. Thus,
in certain categories of towns and urban areas, traditional marriage norms
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Table 11. Mean age at first marriage of women, 2/ py occupation
before marriage, selected countries of Africa

Type of occupation b/

Country Year of survey No work Modern Transitional Mixed Traditional
Benin 1982 19.0 22.2 ¢/ 18.2 18.7 18.6
Cameroon 1978 17.5 19.5 19.4 17.5 18.2
Céte d’Ivoire 1980 17.5 20.3 19.6 17.9 18.6
Egypt 1980 17.7 22.2 19.4 20.1 3.7
Ghana 1979/80 18.2 21.2 19.5 18.7 19.7
Mauritania 1981 15.6 17.2 ¢/ 17.3 18.2 15.8
Morocco 1979/80 16.9 19.7 18.1 16.9 17.3
Senegal 1978 16.4 19.7 17.6 17.9 16.4
Sudan 1978/79 16.5 20.5 18.0 ¢/ 17:3 16.8
Tunisia 1978 19.4 22.3 20.4 21.3 19.3

Source: Fertility Behaviour in the Context of Development: Evidence from
the World Fertility Survey, Population Studies, No. 100 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.86.XIII.5), table 129.

a/ The mean ages at first marriage were computed from retrospective
data of truncated cohorts of ever-married women 23 years or older.
Data adjusted for education.

b/ Mcdern = professional and clerical work; transitional = domestic and
service work; mixed = sales, skilled and unskilled workers; traditional =
agricultural work.

¢/ Fewer than 20 cases.

Table 12. Singulate mean age at marriage of women, by type of place of
residence, selected countries of Africa

Difference in

Singulate mean age singulate mean
Year of at marriage age at marriage
Country survey Rural Urban (years)
Benin 1982 16.8 20.0 3.2
Cameroon 1978 16.9 19.5 2.6
Céte d’Ivoire 1980 17.6 17.9 0.3
Egypt 1980 19.8 23.0 3.3
Ghana 1979/80 18.9 20.0 1.1
Kenya 1977/78 19.8 20.6 0.8
Mauritania 1981 19.1 19.1 0.0
Morocco 1979/80 20.1 23.0 2.9
Senegal 1978 16.2 19.9 3.7
Sudan 1978/79 20.9 22.8 1.9
Tunisia 1978 23.2 24.6 1.4

Source: Fertility Behaviour in the Context of Development: Evidence
from the World Fertility Survey, Population Studies, No. 100 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.86.XIII.5), table 101.
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still prevail. Definitions may also play a role. Often towns are defined as
"urban", but only major cities, and some more than others, provide the modern
envirorment required to bring about delayed marriage of women. 17/ It is also
possible that the proportions of women with higher education or modern
occupations are comparatively too low in very populous urban areas to affect
the overall urban SMAM. Even when urban areas reflect new marriage norms,
their impact may remain too limited to be reflected in an index 1like the
singulate mean age at marriage.

4, Status of women

Various hypotheses about the role of the status of women in determining
age at first marriage in Africa have been proposed, but none is entirely
satisfactory to account for all empirical situations found under current
conditions of social change. In Boserup’s and Goody’s models (Boserup, 1985;
Goody, 1973, cited in ILesthaeghe and Surkyn, 1988; and Goody, 1976, cited in
Lesthaeghe, Kaufmann and Meekers, 1989), women achieve high status in their
social context (while remaining deprived of any decision-making authority in
the family) because of both their productive function as workers on the land
and their reproductive function as mothers. Upon marriage, land is allocated
to the husband by his lineage; the wife’s obligation is to work the land and
bear. children. 18/ Within this framework, the man’s family is in favour of
early marriage of women because it gives them longer reproductive periods
within which to bear children and provide a labour force. When men provide
land and women work, a bride-wealth paid to the girl’s family ensures that the
wife shall meet her obligations. The bride’s family is thus also in favour of
early marriage of daughters, not only to conform to prevailing early marriage
norms, but also because the socner the bride-wealth is received for their
daughters, the earlier the family can use it to maxrry off their sons (United
Nations, 1988a). Although this model may not be applicable to all African
agricultural societies, it is clear that the cultures that still fall in the
context of such production systems have little incentive to delay marriage. 19/

This model implies, however, various prerequisites which are currently
undergoing changes. For instance, availability of land is declining because
of population growth as well as government intervention in land privatization,
agricultural planning and land reforms (see, e.g., Frank and McNicoll, 1987).
Changes in agricultural techniques and shifts to less low-technology
agriculture reduce the economic and reproductive value of women by reducing
the need for child labour. With less employment in agricultural work and no
alternatives in the modern sector (trade, services, govermment), women may
become more dependent upon their husbands, which eventually could reinforce
early marriage. Early marriage can also be motivated by an "increasing need
for children as economic security', which may "outbalance their reduced need
for children as sources of labour" (Boserup, 1985, p. 389). On the other
hand, if other occupational opportunities are available, families may wish to
provide women with increased education to allow them to enter non-agricultural
activities, which in turn may lead to higher ages at first marriage. At the
same time, these new opportunities, such as education and work for the
Government, may provide an alternative to the traditional status for women,
thus maintaining the family structure intact. Aside from the economic aspects
of the status of women, law and tradition may still hamper their emancipation
(Dozon, 1986). 20/
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Lastly, bride-wealth payments, which constitute a judicial condition of
marriage, a compensation to the parents of the girl as well as a guaranty of
the stability of the union, also become a factor delaying marriage. Although
in the past bride-wealth was composed of goods and/or services, it now tends
to be money. In recent years, the amounts requested in certain societies
could be quite substantial, thus potentially delaying marriage. Under
contemporary conditions and with the weakening of the family power and
responsibility, bride-wealth payment tends to become increasingly the
responsibility of the individual, making it even more time-consuming to
collect a large bride-wealth unless parents provide assistance. In several
countries, laws reducing or limiting bride-wealth expenses were enacted to
facilitate marriages, notably in Benin, Nigeria and Togo (Ngondo a
Pitshandenge, 1988; Isiugo-Abanihe, 1988; Francois, 1975; ILocch, 1984).
Whether dowry payments raise similar problems could not be documented.

Despite its theoretical importance in marriage-timing pattermns, the
emplrlcal effect of bride-wealth payment is difficult to ascertain. This

factor is likely to affect first age at marriage of men, since they, or their
families, usually have the obligation to provide the bride-wealth. Both the
marriage delay and the high proportions of never-married men reported in an
Igbos'aﬂy are attributed to this factor. Ancther consequence would be
increasing polygamy, to the extent that the excess in umarried females would
be absorbed by polygyny and "“outside wives", non-legal and

unions which do not require bride-wealth paynents (Isiugo-Abanihe, 1988).
Women’s age at first marriage will be affected only to the extent that they
have to wait for marriageable men.

5. Social structure

A variety of social structure factors that traditionally favoured early
marriage (Goode, 1963; Dozon, 1986; Pittin, 1987; United Nations, 1988a) may
hamper, at Ileast in the short term, delayed marriage of women. Lesthaeghe and
Surkyn investigated various aspects of social organization and kinship systems
and found a great complexity of interactive effects. For instance, although
most African societies have early marriage norms for wamen, in matrilineal
societies, which are more protective of wamen’s rights, women marry later. In
Islamic agricultural societies, associated with early marriage, property
transmission through women produces even earlier ages at marriage for wamen,
whereas in pastoral:.st Islamic societies, with caste endogamy and preferential
parallel cousin marriage, property transmission produces exceptionally late

age at marriage for women (Lesthaeghe and Surkyn, 1988).

An analysis of the variance of the effects of traditional factors, such
as type of production system, lineage organization, inheritance of property
(through males or females), and political and social stratification, and of
one modernization factor, literacy, on the timing of women’s marriage
(measured by the proportion of single women in age group 15-19) concludes that
literacy is the major modernization factor that produces high proportions of
singles. Indeed, literacy accounts for 28 per cent of the variance in the
Pproportions single The effect of the traditional characteristics (e.q.,
transfer of property) is significantly smaller, accounting for no more than
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about 6 per cent of the variance. A complementary regression analysis also
points to the importance of literacy as a factor in delaying marriage
(Lesthaeghe, Kaufmann and Meekers, 1989, preliminary data).

The effects of religion and beliefs on marriage timing are difficult to
study because of their overlap with other factors. In Christianized societies
of sub-Saharan Africa, religion perhaps exercises a delaying effect on age at
first marriage thrctx;h medernized marriage-timing norms. In these socmtz.es,
age at first marriage of women is, in general, caomparatively higher than in
Muslim societies, where women conform to early-marriage norms and experience
lower levels of education. Although there are great variations among
cultures, traditional African religions tend to determine an intermediate age
at first marriage (Goocde, 1963; Mamodu and Taylor-Thamas, 1985; Adeokun, 1987;
Lesthaeghe and Surkyn, 1988). Other types of traditional beliefs may also
play a role, although their influence is uncertain. 21/

6. FPolygamy

Interactions between various social factors and polygamy are illustrated
by the data of Céte d’Ivoire (table 13), which shows that such characteristics
as lack of education, not living in the capital city, religion, ethnic group
and involvement in an agricultural system of production through the husband’s
occupation are characteristics associated with higher levels of polygamy. It
is worth noting that in Cdte d’Ivoire, almost 60 per cent of the wamen
reported not to work are in a polygamous union, whereas among those involved
in agricultural work only about 20 per cent are in such a union. Also
noteworthy is the fact that women whose husbands are non-agricultural workers
or artisans are almost never in a polygamous marriage.

Table 13 also shows that the absence of education is strongly associated
with higher polygamy levels, an observation recorded in other countries, such
as Liberia, where 42.0 per cent of uneducated women in a union are polygamous,
campared with only 18.5 per cent of women with secondary or more education
(Liberia, 1988).

Urban polygamy may result in particular from male migrants who had married
in their village and who take another wife in the city to which they migrated
(Anker and Knowles, 1982). It is also possible that certain non-econcmic
functions of polygamy--such as providing social status or a sexual partner for
men during periods of post-natal abstinence--constitute sufficient motivation
to maintain polygamy, even among urbanized populations. 22/

In certain countries, polygamy does not seem to show significant
urban/rural differences, although polygamy levels are reported to be samewhat
lower in urban than in rural areas (Brown, 1981; Pison, 1986; Lesthaeghe,
Kaufmann and Meekers, 1989; Gaisie, 1975), as can be seen in table 14. A
striking feature of the countries included in table 14, beside the high
polygamy levels and the small differences between the urban and rural areas,
is the relatively high prevalence of polygamy in the capital city.

As concerns the factor of religion, although it is often reported that

Christian and Muslim populations have lower levels of polygamy than
populations attached to traditional African beliefs (Podlewski, 1975;
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Table 13. Percentage of women aged 15-49 currently
in a marital union who are in a polygamous
marriage, by socio-cultural characteristic,
Céte d’Ivoire, 1980-1981

Percentage of wives in a

Characteristic polygamous marriage
Education
No schooling 32.2
Primary 24.6
Secondary or more 1743
Place of residence
abidjan 26.1
Urban forest 33.2
Urban savannah 33.9
Rural forest 30.5
Rural savannah 32.5
Religion
Christian 21.8
Islam 37.6
Others 29.7
Occupation since first union
Never worked 58.8
Agricultural work 21.1
Non-agricultural work 22.6
Husband’s occupation
Supervisor - clerk 22.4
Services - trade 36.5
Agriculture 45.4
Worker - artisan 2.8
Not working 4.1
Ethnic group
Akan 23.0
Krou 29.1
Mandé North 43.8
Mandé South 28.4
Voltaic 373
Other (African) 30.4

Source: C&te d’Ivoire, Ministére de 1‘éconamic
et des finances, Enquéte ivoirienne sur la fécondité
1980-81: Rapport principal, vol. 1, Analyse des
principaux résultats (Abidjan, Direction de la
statistique, 1984), table 4.22.
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Table 14. Percentage of married wamen aged 15-49 in a polygamous
union, by type of residence, selected countries of Africa

Other urban
Capital area Rural
Countxry Year city (percentage) area

Cameroon a/ 1976 21.0 47.0 41.0
Céte d’Ivoire b/ 1980/81 26.1 33.5 ¢/ 31.5 d/
Kenya 1977/78 22.0 25.0 30.0
Liberia 1986 .o 30.2 42.6
Senegal 1978 o 45.7 49.7
United Rep. of

Tanzania e/ 1973 14.2 17.7-22.1 £/ 31.6
Sources:

Cameroon: Ministére de 1’économie et du plan, Enquéte nationale sur la
fécondité du Cameroun, 1978: rapport principal, vol. 1, Analyse des
principaux résultats (Yaoundé, Direction de la statistique et de la
comfabilité nationale, 1983), table 4.16.

Cote d’Ivoire: Ministére de 1’économie et des finances, Enquéte
ivoirienne sur la fécondité 1980-81: rapport principal, vol. 1, Analyse des
principaux résultats (Abidjan, Direction de la statistique, 1984), table 4.22.

Kenya: Ministry of Economic Planning and Development, Kenya Fertility
Survey 1977-1978, First Report, vol. 1 (Nairobi, Central Bureau of Statistics,
1980), table 4.10.

Liberia: Ministry of Planning and Economic Affairs, Demographic and
Health Survey, Liberia, 1986 (Monrovia, Bureau of Statistics; and Columbia,
Maryland, Institute for Resocurce Development, Westinghouse, 1988).

Senégal: Ministére de 1’éconcmie et des finances, Enquéte sénégalaise sur
la fécondité, 1978: Rapport national d’analyse, wvol. I, Analyse des
résultats définitifs (Dakar, Direction de la statistique, Division des
enquétes et de la demographie, 1981), table 5.12.

United Republic of Tanzania: Roushdi A. Henin, "The demography of
Tanzania: an analysis of the 1973 National Demographic Survey of Tanzania", in
1973 National Demcgraphic Survey of Tanzania, vol. VI, An Analysis of the 1973
National Demographic Survey of Tanzania, Roushdi A. Henin, Douglas Ewbank and
Howard Hogan, eds. (Dar es Salaam, Bureau of Statistics of the Ministry of
Finance and Planning and University of Dar es Salaam, 1977), table 4.7.

Ages 15-54.

Ages 15-50.

Urban forest and savannah.

Rural forest and savannah.

Ages 30-39 only.

The two figures refer to large and small urban areas, respectively.
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ILesthaeghe and Surkyn, 1988), this is not confirmed in Céte d’Ivoire, as can
be seen from table 13. Likewise, in Liberia, only 31.5 per cent of women with
traditional beliefs are in a polygamous union, as campared with 51.0 per cent
among the Muslim women (Liberia, 1988).

The impact of Christianity is lower in countries where polygamy had
previously existed, mainly because it was seen to interfere with the sexual
availability of women during the long period of abstinence and because it
deprived some women, widows for instance, of the opportunity to have husbands
(Marm, 1988). These factors are assumed to have led Christian commnities to
maintain a polygynous tradition.

In Northern Africa, where polygamy levels are considerably lower than in
sub-Saharan Africa, socio-econamic differences also exist. For example, in
Algeria in 1966, male polygamy rates (proportion polygamous among married men)
for urban and rural areas were 1.3 and 2 per cent, respectively. Polygamy was
high also in certain occupations, notably among the agricultural
self-employed: a level of 3.7 per cent was reported in 1966 (Tabutin, 1974).
In Morocco, a polygamy rate of 3.1 per cent was reported in the 1961-1963
survey (Vallin, 1970). No recent data are available for Northern Africa and
the situation may have changed since then.

D. Arranged marriages

In Africa, aswellasinmnyoﬁ:er societies of the third world, the
traditional process of marriage formation, especially for girls, was the
responsibility of the family and the social group at large. Female marriage-
timing norms were set for very early matrimony, sometimes child betrothal, and
the result was a prevalence of arranged marriages at very young ages for women
(see, e.g., Goode, 1963). 'There are various reasons to believe that with
social change, daughters may find it advantageous to marry later, and even

may benefit from delayed marriage (Davis-Blake, 1967). The emerging
trend of "free-choice marriage", generally with parental consent, is thus seen
as a factor of later female marriages.

Free choice in marriage indicates autonomy both in the choice of a
marriage partner and in the timing of the marriage. Itsmeanuxgmayva.ty from
personal choice with required parental consent to marriage decisions with
automatic parental approval. Free choice expresses a shift towards "modern"
values in societies where arranged marriages of young girls are the norm.
Although marriage decisions are still strongly imbedded in the traditional
social framework, there is a body of evidence suggesting greater decision-
making autonomy among non-traditional couples (see, e.g., Thoré, 1964;
Omideyi, 1983; ILesthaeghe, Kaufmann and Meekers, 1989). Such a shift in
values necessarily encompasses a desire among the young to make their own
decisions, as well as a willingness of the parents and even of the family at
large to relinquish same of their decision-making authority in matters of
matrimony.

In some countries, free-choice marriages were not legally recognized in
the past (Capron and Kohler, 1978). In other countries, legislative measures
have been taken to assist couples to resist uwwanted early marriages. These
measures include raising the minimm legal age at marriage, as in Burundi and
Tunisia; requiring mutual consent of spouses, as in Tunisia; legally
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abolishing child marriages of girls, as in Nigeria (Omideyi, 1983; Segamba and
others, 1987; Sahli, 1981). Other factors also are crucial to the proper
functioning of free choice as a determinant of marriage timing. For instance,
free choice may be hampered by the bride-wealth obligations if the couple
deperds upon economic assistance from the bridegroom’s family. With the
monetarization of the economy, men who do not work in the family production
system, such as professionals, business people and civil servants, can
assemble the bride-wealth themselves. Not all cultures require bride-wealth;
however, dowries are also requested in certain societies.

No quantitative assessment of the effect of free-choice marriage on
marriage timing could be found in the literature. In Tunisia, where female
SMAM rose from 19.3 to 24.3 years between 1956 and 1984, the increase has been
associated with socio-economic changes and legislative reforms, notably the
new Civil Code of 1956 and the 1964 modification which raised the minimm
legal age at marriage of glrls to 17 years. However, free choice in marriage
matters is likely to have an impact on marriage timing only in the context of
favourable changes in socio-cultural conditions (Vallin, 1971; Duza and
Baldwin, 1977; Naceur, 1986).

E. Concluding remarks

The major features of African nuptiality during the period under study
are its sustained early-marriage pattern and its high marriage prevalence
among both sexes, as well as its high levels of polygamy.

As concerns marriage timing, prior to the 1970s, in most countries
surveyed more than 40 per cent of women aged 15-19 had already married; this
percentage was as high as 70 in certain countries. Since the 1970s, countries
in this category have no longer been the majority. Likewise, in terms of mean
age at first marriage, of 26 countries for which data at two points in time
were available, 19 had female SMAMs of under 20 years prior to 1970 and 13 had
this level in the most recent data collection. Most countries are
characterized by female SMAMs of 21 years or under, except in Northern Africa,
where they tend to exceed 21 years.

Marriage remains universal among both sexes, especially in sub-Saharan
Africa; and prevalence levels, with few exceptions, fluctuate about or above
95 per cent ever married at age 50. Incidently, it should also be noted that
given the very low SMAMs of women and the comparatively late marriage among
men, many African countries have experienced, on average, same of the Ilargest
differences between sexes in mean age at first marriage, as large as from 9 to
10 years in several countries, especially before the 1970s. These
differences, however, have diminished somewhat in recent years.

Another feature is the continuing high prevalence of polygyny in
countries where this marriage institution had prevailed in the past. There
is, however, a sharp cleavage between Northern African and sub-Saharan
polygyny. In the former countries, in general, the proportion of married men
in polygamous union is fewer than 7 per cent, whereas in the sub-Saharan
countries, this level may exceed 20 per cent, or even 30 per cent in certain
countries. Although a slight declining trend has been noted, polygamy
continues to be an important part of the social organization.
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Factors that contribute to the maintenance of the traditional
marriage-timing and prevaleme norms are to be found in the strong structure
of the African family and in parental authority in decision-making regarding
mrlagemtters These customs are sustained by the prevailing rural
econamies, the mode of agricultural production systems (characterized by low
teciunlogy) and the particular and important status of the woman in the family
and in the rural economy, which favours her early entry into matrimony.
Although such factors as urbanization, advanced education and work in a modern
occupation are indeed associated with delayed marriages of women, not enough
women have acquired these characteristics to influence the aggregate indices
of marriage at the national level. Given the state of economic development in
many sub-Saharan African ocountries (United Nations, 1988b), no rapid changes
in marriage timing and prevalence, and subsequently in fertility levels, can
be expected. It is ocbvious that delayed marriage remains a potentially
significant factor likely to reduce family size in the high-fertility African
countries where contraception is generally currently at a very low level.

Notes

1/ This refers to countries with more than 300,000 inhabitants in 1980,
based on United Nations estimates (United Nations, 1986b). The 44 countries
studied contain about three quarters of the total African population, as
estimated in 1980. Fewer countries had data for men than for women because a
rumber of household surveys included in this study were geared to fertility
analysis and collected marriage information on women only.

2/ The reliability of marriage timing in Africa is difficult to access
in many societies where neither age nor age at marriage is properly recorded
or known by the individual (van de Walle, 1968b; Pison, 1979). An appraisal
of age-data reliability in African censuses and surveys found that females in
their teens are often underreported, notably as a result of misreporting and
digit preferences. An early attempt to evaluate the quality of African data
(based on stable population theory), concluded indeed that "Africans usually
marry earlier than most census data would lead us to believe" (van de Walle,
1968a, p. 205). Ancther assessment of marriage data obtained for 12 World
Fertility Surveys reported "good" data only for two countries, "acceptable"
quality for three countries and "less reliable" for seven countries (United
Nations, 1987b).

3/ It should be borme in mind that in the African context, as in Asia
and in most developing countries, marriage of the very young, especially of
girls, was quite a common custom and marriage in adolescence was in conformity
with marriage norms. The term "adolescent" used here is based on the age
group concept rather than on the social concept of "teen-age" marriage, which
has a somewhat different connotation.
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4/ The report of a recent survey in Botswana (1984), which included a
question on non-legal marital arrangements, states that 46.9 per cent of the
women in age group 15-19 were in a legal or consensual union at the time of
the survey (Manyeneng and others, 1985). In Bururdi, where age at marriage
was always comparatively higher, the proportion of married adolescent females
may be underestimated because respondents sametimes avoid reporting girls who
married below the new legal minimum age at marriage, recently raised to 18
years for females (Segamba and others, 1987). As concerns Réunion, only legal
unions are reported here.

5/ Female SMAM in Réunion pertains to legal unions only. Consensual
unions are formed at much earlier ages, but women of that marital status are
generally classified as single. The 1974 census (United Nations, 1984, table
40), which provides a separate classification for consensual unions, yielded a
female SMAM of 19.2 years when both legal and consensual unions were included,
instead of 22.5 years when only legal marriages are considered.

6/ A survey in Botswana in 1984 provided separate data for consensual
unions. When both legal and consensual marital statuses are cambined, the
estimated SMAM for women in 1984 is 17.6 years (Manyeneng and others, 1985).

7/ The data for the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya pertain to 1973 and may have
increased recently.

8/ 1In Algeria, SMAM of 20 years for women in 1948 seems to be too high,
compared with a level of 18.4 years in 1966 (Vallin, 1973; Tabutin, 1982;
Sahli, 1984). It is possible that this is because age overestimation due to
digit preferences was more pronounced in the 1948 census (Sahli, 1984, p. 181)
and because in 1948 marital status data were classified by year of birth
rather than in completed years (United Nations, 1979). Hence, the increase
from 1948 to 1977 in female SMAM may be on the order of two or three years.

9/ Assessing with accuracy the role of polygamy on differences between
sexes in singulate mean age at marriage would require more detailed
information than is usually provided by population censuses.

10/ The low prevalence in Réunion is to be attributed to the omission of
consensual unions, which represented (in the 1974 census) 11.0 per cent of all
unions (Festy, 1983).

11/ In Botswana, better recording of consensual unions might make a
difference (Kuper, 1985). A low prevalence of 89.8 per cent ever-married
women is, however, reported in the 1984 survey of Botswana (Manyeneng and
others, 1985). See also note 6.

12/ Corrcboration for trend estimates is sometimes difficult in view of
the differences in coverage of two survey efforts. Certain countries had to
be omitted. In the case of the Sudan, the World Fertility Survey covered only
the north. In Nigeria, the early 1965/66 study that was expected to cover the
entire country was ultimately restricted to rural areas (Omideyi, 1986).
Sharp trend fluctuations may also result from better reporting or
classification of marital status at one of the two points in time.
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13/ In Kenya, the following polygamous unicns have been distinguished:
leviratic polygyny; sororal polygyny: "ghost" polygyny; child polygyny; wife
polygyny: old polygyny (Makotekn and Acholla-Ayayo, 1988). Errors arise from
the omission of reporting of co-spouses, of inherited wives or of co-wives
living in separate quarters. There is also the problem of undeclared
polygamous co-wives, who are reported as consensual wives when polygamy is not
officially recognized, e.g., in Zaire, the Central African Republic and Cdte
d’Ivoire (Blanc, 1963; van de Walle, 1965, 1968a, 1971; Ngondo and
Sala-Diakanda, 1981; Barrere, 1984; Goldman and Pebley, 1986).

14/ For Zaire, data given in table 8 are not directly camparable.

15/ In Céte d’Ivoire, for instance, where the data given in table 8
suggest a slight decline in polygamy, reporting is uncertain and levels might
be higher than reported, given the fact that since 1964, polygamy has been
prohibited (Ahonzo and others, 1984) although tolerated. In Cameroon, in
certain regions, men inherit their father’s wives (Cameroon, n.d.) and become
polygamous themselves (if married), thus holding polygamy levels high though
no marriage of their own tock place.

16/ In Senegal, for instance, only agricultural work among females is
considered "work", even when women are responsible for such tasks as artisanal
production, manufacturing from cattle products etc. (Charbit, Gueye and Ndiaye
1985). 1In other societies, wamen’s work participation is reported as low even
when male out-migration is very high. One would assume that in the absence of
men, women are necessarily participating in the econamy, as might be the case
in Botswana, ILesotho or Zimbabwe, where one study reported that 77 per cent of
men aged 20-39 were absent on migrant labour (van der Wiel, 1977 cited in
Ruper, 1985). In certain Muslim countries, definitions are such that reports
of women’s levels of labour force participation are comparatively low (e.q.,
United Nations, 1986a, 1987a). Definition of women’s self-employment as well
as domestic work are bourd to be improperly reported. In certain cases, work
is not acknowledged if below a certain duration. In other cases, only work
remunerated is considered actual work (United Nations, 1985b).

17/ For instance, an analysis of large cities in Algeria showed that in
1966, the capital city of Algiers had an estimated mean age at first marriage
for women of 18.9 years, whereas in the city of Oran it was 20.4 years (Sahli,
1984) .

18/ Production and reproduction status are not always linked; in certain
societies, childless women can and do hire children to work on the land (see,
e.qg., Pittin, 1987).

19/ Women’s activities, in addition to domestic tasks, are often not
limited to agriculture. There are many societies where both men and women are
equally hwolvedmfamu.ng Where women are also involved in trading
activities, their economic value and status increases, as is the case among
Western African populations. In societies that rely also upon animal
husbandry, or where cattle-raising and trading are ascribed exclusively to
men, as practised among certain Eastern and Southern African societies, female
agricultural work receives 1less status (Lesthaeghe and Surkyn, 1988;
Lesthaeghe, Kaufmann and Meekers, 1989).
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20/ Specific reference is made here to societies where the husband’s
authorization is required to provide health care or contraception to his wife,
as is notably the case in Botswana, Ethiopia and Swaziland (Molckamme, 1984;
Armstrong, 1987; International Planmned Parenthood Federation, 1988). In other
cultural contexts, different factors may interact with socio—economic or legal
cfietennmants Even religion can be interpreted to justify a particular status

or women

21/ It is reported that in an Eastern Nigerian commnity, the preference
of polygynists for young women is said to derive from the notion that very
young women increase the vitality of old men (Ukaegbu, 1977).

. 22/ One study reports that in rural Eastern Nigeria, the ideal number of
wives given by men still reaches sometimes four (Ukaegbu, 1977, 1981).
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ITI. IATIN AMERICA AND THE CARITBEEAN

A. Ievels and trends in marriage patterns

In studying marriage timing and prevalence patterns in Iatin America and
the Caribbean, it should be borne in mind that marriages there take at least
two and sometimes three different forms. In Central and South America, legal
and consensual marriages are prevalent. Both types are socially recognized as
a means of entering matrimony, are accepted as processes of family formation
and are generally recorded separately in census reports. In the Caribbean,
mainly in the anglophone and francophone countries, visiting unions constitute
an additional type of marital union (United Nations, 1988a). Because of the
sociological and demographic importance of these various marriage forms,
notably as social determinants of reproduction, all three forms are considered
in this study to be bon a fide marriages, and wamen and men in such unions are
included in the category "married". However, because these unions are
different types, they are also examined separately whenever data to
distinguish between the types are available. 1/

The various forms of marriage have not always been dealt with similarly
in different countries or at different points in time. When comon-law unions
were not recognized, common-law spouses were reported as single. CQurrently,
hmever,mnyoensusesarﬁmrveysoflatinmica and the Caribbean report
consensual unions separately. Visiting unions also are reported in the
anglophone and francophone countries of the Caribbean, for which more detailed
survey data are available. Such unions are examined separately in section B.
Despite the care taken to report marital status properly when collecting data,
statistical errors, underreporting and misreporting still occur when the true
marital status is not correctly reported by the respondents at the time of the
census or survey (United Nations, 1988a). 2/ Non-reporting of consensual or
visiting unions produces an underestimate of the number of persons who have
ever entered into a marital union, especially at older ages. In the
Caribbean, where not only consensual unions but visiting unions are common in
a number of countries, an additional problem of measuring levels and comparing
estimates arises when persons in one or both categories of the non-legalized
unions are recorded as never married. Therefore, these shortcomings must be
kept in mind in undertaking either cross-country comparisons or trend
camparisons. 3/

1. Timing of marriage

The timing of first marriages between 1950 and 1985 is examined here in
terms both of percentage ever married in age group 15-19 and of SMAM. These
two indicators are complementary, the former capturing better the extent of
very young marriages, the latter representing a sumary indicator of the
entire age distribution of first marriage. Data are presented for two points
in time and are classified in two subgroups pertaining to the periocds prior to
1970 and since 1970.

first the data given in table 15, which provide an overall
description of precocity of women’s marriages, it can be seen that the ILatin
American region is much less subject to very early marriages than either
Africa or Asia. Many countries with data for the recent past (1950-1960) and
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Table 15. Distribution of countries according to percentage of women ever
married aged 15-19, Iatin America and the Caribbean, 1950-1985

Percentage ever Prior to Since
married aged 15-19 1970 Country 1970 Country
Fewer than 10
1952 Chile 1982 Chile
1961 Guadeloupe a/ 1982 Guadeloupe
1950 Haiti b/ 1982 Haiti
1960 Jamaica a/ 1982 Jamaica
1954 Martinique a/ 1982 Martinique
10-19
1960 Argentina 1980 Argentina
1950 Bolivia 1976 Bolivia
1951 Colombia 1980 Brazil
1950 Costa Rica 1985 Colombia
1950 Ecuador 1984 Costa Rica
1950 Nicaragua 1980 Guyana
1950 Paraguay 1982 Paraguay
1961 Peru 1981 Peru
1950 Puerto Rico 1980 Puerto Rico
1963 Uruguay 1975 Uruguay
20-39
1953 Cuba 1981 Cuba
1960 Dominican Rep. 1970 Dominican Rep.
1950 El Salvador 1982 Ecuador
1950 Guatemala 1971 El Salvador
1960 Guyana 1981 Guatemala
1961 Honduras 1974 Honduras
1960 Mexico 1980 Mexico
1950 Panama 1971 Nicaragua
1960 Trinidad and 1980 Panama
1980 Trinidad and Tobago
1950 Venezuela 1981 Venezuela

Source: Annex table A.2.

Iegal unions only.
_/ Including legal and consensual but not visiting unions.
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more current data (1970-1980) have fewer than 20 per cent of marriages among
females aged 15-19. Among countries where proportions exceed 20 per cent,
they are rarely more than 25 per cent (see amnex table A.2). Same of the
lowest percentages do not reflect appropriately the early-marriage pattemn,
notably in several anglophone and francophone countries of the Caribbean,
where only legal unions are reported. The three types of marital union common
in these countries, as well as in Guyana--legal, consensual and visiting
unions—are examined in more detail in section B.

In table 16, data available for proportions ever married at ages 15-19
are presented by subregion. These data show that among males, adolescent
marriages were relatively uncammon during the period 1950-1960. Omitting the
non-comparable Caribbean data, proportions were lowest in Temperate South
America; and in Tropical South America, they were not more than 5 per cent.
The highest levels during that period are found in Central America, with most
of the countries varying between 3 and 8 per cent and a peak level of 14.5 per
cent in El Salvador, an unusually high percentage which could not be
corroborated by other sources. In the Caribbean, levels are low and are not
comparable with one ancther because of the heterogeneity in marital-status
reporting. For the countries with comparable estimates--Cuba, the Dominican
Republic and Puerto Rico——levels of male PEM at ages 15-19 are also very low,
at about 2 per cent.

An examination of more recent levels since 1970 shows that among males,
adolescent marriages usually followed an upward trend in most countries.
Ecuador (1982), Jamaica (1982), Guatemala (1981), Venezuela and Mexico (1980)
had the highest levels of male marriage before age 20, namely, 9.7, 9.1, 8.3,
7.5 amd 7.1 per cent, respectively. In Cuba (1981) and the Dominican Republlc
(1970), the comparable Spanish-speaking countries of the Caribbean, the
proportions amounted to more than 6 per cent (table 16 and figure 9).

The average changes per anmum, shown in the last column of table 16,
underscore the magnitude of the changes which took place. Aside from the fact
that most of the changes are upward (attributed to a large extent to better
marriage reporting), they amount to less than 0.1 percentage point per annum
in most countries and exceed 0.2 percentage point only in very few cases. The
large decline in El Salvador from 1950 to 1971 and the fast pace of the
increase in the Dominican Republic between 1960 and 1970 probably reflect

problems of data comparability.

Among wamen, during the 1950s and 1960s, Central America had the highest
proportions, usually more than 20 per cent, with a minimum of 14.9 per cent in
Costa Rica (1950) and a maximm of 31.7 per cent in Guatemala (1950), which
also represents a maximum for ILatin America in that period. On the other
hand, in Tropical South America the range is narrower, from 14.2 per cent in
Bolivia (1950) to 21.9 per cent in Venezuela (1950). 4/ In Temperate South
America, the proportions are lower, about 10 per cent. In the Spanish~
speaking Caribbean countries, levels are ccmparatlvely high: 19.2 per cent in
_Puerto Rico (1950); 20.5 in Cuba (1953); 21.8 in Trinidad and Tobago (1960);
and 24.9 in the Dominican Republic (1960). Reported proportions for
Guadeloupe, Haiti, Jamaica and Martinique are considerably lower but do not
include all the types of marital unions prevalent in these countries. 5/
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Table 16. Percentage ever married aged 15-19, by sex, Latin America
and the Caribbean, 1950-1985

Average
Percentage ever married aged 15-19 change per
Subregion Year of Year of anmm
and Prior to census or Since census or (percentage
country 1970 survey 1970 survey points)
Men
Caribbean
Cuba 2.2 1953 6.8 1981 0.16
Dominican R