
Response to Question 1: The Commission should continue its strategic focus on assisting 
Member States and the international community on advancing the implementation of the 
Programme of Action of the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development, 
which continues to be the landmark consensus document providing the foundation for 
progress.  Additionally, the Bureau should produce a zero draft that does not contain language on 
sensitive issues on which consensus has not been possible in previous years.  The zero draft 
should also always contain the sovereignty clause sourced from the ICPD itself.  
  
Response to Question 2: The United States continues to strongly support efforts to increase the 
availability of, and access to high-quality disaggregated data.  The Commission plays a unique 
role in highlighting the importance of robust data-collection systems for Member States and the 
international community, which are essential to measuring progress toward our shared 
development goals.  The United States would welcome the Secretariat’s observations regarding 
emerging issues or trends related to the nexus of the potential implications of COVID 19 and 
population. 
  
Response to Question 3: To advance the ICPD agenda, the Commission on Population 
Development should strive to achieve consensus-based resolutions.  This could be done, for 
example, by narrowing the topics and zero draft resolutions that focus on the topic at hand 
without bringing in peripheral or unrelated issues that do not enjoy consensus or stalemate 
consensus on a document.  However, the United States does not support consideration of the 
alternative methods outlined in the outcome section of the Secretariat’s note.  We must retain an 
emphasis on processes negotiated by the full Membership and keep the outcomes of any regional 
reviews confined to that region only. 
  
Despite the challenges that faced the 53rd Commission meeting in 2020, consensus was within 
reach if Member States faithfully executed the current working methods.  Thus, we firmly 
believe the working methods do not need substantial revision, but rather a change in the 
approach of the UN actors with respect to the positions of Member States.  The current working 
methods reflect the carefully negotiated ICPD. 
  
Lastly, we want to encourage civil society participation, recognizing that civil society plays an 
important role in informing the positions of Member States.  
 


