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COMMISSION ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT Fifty-third session  

NOTE :  

FUTURE ROLE AND ORGANIZATION OF THE COMMISSION ON POPULATION AND 

DEVELOPMENT 

This note was prepared at the request of the Bureau of the fifty-third session of the Commission on 

Population and Development (CPD) with a view to initiating an informal reflection among its 

members on the future role and organization of the Commission. This reflection is expected to 

continue under the aegis of the next Bureau, leading to the consideration of this issue at the 

Commission’s fifty-fourth session in 2021.   

 Questions  

 The Bureau invites responses to the below questions: 

1. Given that the Commission is the only intergovernmental forum focused on the 

implementation of the Programme of Action of the 1994 International Conference on 

Population and Development (ICPD) in the United Nations, how can we improve its work 

to better assist Member States and the international community at large in advancing the 

ICPD agenda while contributing to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs)?  

In ECOSOC resolution 2016/25 on the Commission’s future organization and methods of 

work, the Council reaffirmed that „ the Commission’s primary mandate, derived from GA 

resolution 49/128, is to monitor, review and assess the implementation of the Programme of 

Action of the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) and to 

advise the Council thereon. It was also decided that the Commission would contribute to the 

follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development within its existing 

mandate”. 

The ICPD Programme of Action constitutes a platform for the present and future 

activity for the Polish Government. Twenty five years of evidence and practice continue to 

support the critical importance of aligning development policies to the prevailing population 

trends within a given country. We have no doubt that effective attention to the population and 

development principles affirmed in the Programme of Action will accelerate progress towards 

many interrelated targets of the SDGs and strengthen the vision and normative values that 

underpin the holistic implementation of the 2030 Agenda. 

2. Population and development issues and trends, including drivers and impacts, have 

important implications for the further implementation of the Programme of Action and 

the achievement of the SDGs. What role can the Commission play in guiding Member 

States and the international community in responding to these issues and trends?  

The concept of the Agenda 2030 with its 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs) 

recognizes that each country faces specific challenges in its pursuit of sustainable 

development. As a result, the Agenda has to take account of different national realities and 

capacities with respect of national policies and priorities. 
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The goals of the 2030 Agenda refer to all social, professional and age groups, organisations, 

business, science, local, regional and national authorities. 

Poland attaches significant importance to the review of the Agenda’s implementation process 

at global, regional and country levels. 

Addressing ICPD issues regarding in the national context during the last five (5) years: does the 

country have a national policy, programme and/or strategy that explicitly addresses the 

interaction between population and sustainable development? 

Example of the ICPD issues related to the interaction of population and sustainable development: 

a) Eradication of poverty with special attention to income generation and employment strategies 

b) Strengthening food security 

c)  Reducing territorial inequalities 

d) Promoting Environmental resources management 

e) Foster sustainable resource use and preventing environmental degradation 

f) Address the population trends/dynamics in ecologically vulnerable areas 

g) Addressing the needs of people living within or on the edge of fragile ecosystems 

h) Address the implications of population trends in large urban agglomerations 

3. In order to address the above questions and issues, would it be desirable or feasible 

for the Commission to adjust its methods of work (organizational aspects, substantive 

elements, outcome)? If so, could the practices and experiences of other subsidiary 

bodies of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) provide any guidance? 

Exchange of positive and negative experience voluntarily presented by both, developing and 

developed countries should represent good knowledge capital in pursuing the 17 SDGs. An 

increasing number of countries wishing to present their NVRs at the yearly High Level 

Political Forum for sustainable development is tangible evidence that the importance of the 

2030 Agenda provisions, including these on relationship between population and 

development, are gaining ground in all countries across the globe and their societies. 


