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Future role and organization of the CPD 

Inputs from Japan 

 

Friday, August 7, 2020 

 

1. Given that the Commission is the only intergovernmental forum focused on the 

implementation of the Programme of Action of the 1994 International Conference on 

Population and Development (ICPD) in the United Nations, how can we improve its work to 

better assist Member States and the international community at large in advancing the ICPD 

agenda while contributing to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs)? 

 

• The UN General Assembly resolution A/RES/65/234, which follows up the ICPD Program 

of Action (ICPD/PoA) adopted in 1994, is important since it captures Population and 

Development more comprehensively than the SDGs. 

 

• Carrying out plans adopted in the 1990s while implementing the SDGs may result in 

duplications or overlaps of work among multiple UN agencies. (The same applies to the 

Beijing Declaration of the World Conference on Women, adopted in 1995). 

 

• We may be able to have more concrete discussions at the CPD by setting SDGs subset 

relating to Population and Development, as was done for SDG 10.7.2: Migration and SDG 

3.8.1: UHC. 

 

2. Population and development issues and trends, including drivers and impacts, have 

important implications for the further implementation of the Programme of Action and the 

achievement of the SDGs. What role can the Commission play in guiding Member States and 

the international community in responding to these issues and trends? 

 

• The CPD should discuss demographic issues which reflect current trends and situations. 

For example, the issue of population ageing has been recognized at the UN level; 

however, UN work on declining birth rates is limited even as it has become a key issue 

not only for developed countries but also for many middle-income countries. 

 

• There are incompatible opinions regarding reproductive health and sex education in 

countries with very high birth rates (e.g. African states). If it is difficult to discuss these 

topics at intergovernmental-level meetings such as the CPD, we may consider engaging 
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in advocacy within a more flexible framework, such as the Nairobi Summit. 

 

• The mandates of multiple UN agencies (UNFPA, WHO, UN-Habitat, FAO, ILO, IOM, 

etcetera) cover population and development issues, including sexual and reproductive 

health and rights, public health, urbanization, food and nutrition, immigration, etcetera. 

However, these diverse functions are not reflected in the current CPD. In this regard, we 

expect the Secretariat to a play an active role in enhancing coordination. 

 

3. In order to address the above questions and issues, would it be desirable or feasible for 

the Commission to adjust its methods of work (organizational aspects, substantive elements, 

outcome)? If so, could the practices and experiences of other subsidiary bodies of the 

Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) provide any guidance? 

 

• Regarding page 9 of Annex 3, we would like to propose the Secretariat to consider 

multiple outcome forms, including records of actual discussions, rather than having only 

a consensus resolution as the CPD’s outcome document, as is the practice of the CSW 

and UNSC. 


