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Guatemala Contributions to the questions on the future role of the Commission 
on Population and Development (CPD) 

 
 

1. Given that the Commission is the only intergovernmental forum focused on the 
implementation of the Programme of Action of the 1994 International Conference on 
Population and Development (ICPD) in the United Nations, how can we improve its work to 
better assist Member States and the international community at large in advancing the ICPD 
agenda while contributing to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs)? 
 

The work of the Commission on Population and Development (CPD) is considered 
crucial for promoting the Programme of Action of the 1994 International Conference 
on Population and Development (ICPD), which provided the basis for much of the 
content of the Millennium Development Goals and later the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. It is appropriate that the CPD strategically guides Member 
States and the international community in general in establishing an integrating vision 
between both development instruments and agendas, which have a coherent and 
complementary approach. This integrating vision should address the different priority 
populations of the ICPD and a study should be carried out on how the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda can be linked with the principles, objectives and 
priority measures of the ICPD Programme of Action. 
 
Additionally, in the context of the socio-economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic, it is appropriate for the Commission's work to guide Member States on 
specific implications for the populations prioritized by the ICPD, and on lessening 
disparities that may have been widened, especially in the areas of social and 
economic development. 

 
2. Population and development issues and trends, including drivers and impacts, have 

important implications for the further implementation of the Programme of Action and the 
achievement of the SDGs. What role can the Commission play in guiding Member States 
and the international community in responding to these issues and trends? 
 

The provision of analyses on population and development trends at the global and 
regional levels, as well as prospective analyses, is a key contribution of the 
Commission to Member States and the international community, as valuable inputs 
to help guide decision-making processes. Furthermore, as part of the Commission's 
work, methodologies and tools could be developed and promoted for Member States 
as a guide for integrated implementation for the ICPD PoA and the 2030 Agenda 
and the goals prioritized by each country. 
 
The role of the Commission is key to continue promoting inclusive, equitable and 
sustainable policies, which in turn will contribute to the implementation of the 
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Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It is timely and appropriate that the 
Commission generate a more in-depth analysis on the complementarity of the ICPD 
Program of Action and the 2030 Agenda, specifically referring to measures related to 
migrant populations, with recommendations and tools that Member States and 
international community at large can utilize for planning and implementation.   

 
 

3. In order to address the above questions and issues, would it be desirable or feasible for the 
Commission to adjust its methods of work (organizational aspects, substantive elements, 
outcome)? If so, could the practices and experiences of other subsidiary bodies of the 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) provide any guidance? 
 

The evolution and dynamics of population and development trends imply that the 
working methods and organizational structure of the CPD will be constantly under 
review and will need to adapt to evolving circumstances. Currently, the follow-up of 
the 2030 Agenda and the specific actions required to minimize the socio-economic 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, require the support of consolidated entities of 
the UN system, with a comprehensive approach to sustainable development. The 
review of good practices and experiences of other bodies is important in any 
restructuring processes and analyses. 

 

mailto:onunewyork@minex.gob.gt
http://www.guatemalaun.com/

