
General Comments:  Canada continues to be supportive of the Commission on Population and 
Development, but recognizes that the current methods of work are not functioning. We applaud the 
Chair for undertaking this task, and will continue to work with Member States to determine collectively 
the best way forward for this important Commission. 
Canada has been, and will continue to be, a strong and vocal advocate for the full, effective and 
accelerated implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action and the outcomes of its review 
conferences. This Commission plays an important role in the follow-up, revision and assessment of its 
implementation. We see opportunities to better identify links between the ICPD PoA and population 
and development related goals of the 2030 Agenda and would support UNFPA and DESA to highlight 
these links through a mapping exercise. 
  
  
Questions: 
1.      Given that the Commission is the only intergovernmental forum focused on the implementation 

of the Programme of Action of the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development 
(ICPD) in the United Nations, how can we improve its work to better assist Member States and the 
international community at large in advancing the ICPD agenda while contributing to the 
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)? 
• The Commission should continue practices such as providing expert technical reports and 

documentation that highlight the progress and failures in the work being done to implement the 
ICPD Programme of Action and the outcomes of its review conferences. The Commission could 
place a stronger focus on this. 

• The Commission should seek opportunities to actively engage and welcome the participation of 
civil society and youth to provide additional perspectives. 

2.      Population and development issues and trends, including drivers and impacts, have important 
implications for the further implementation of the Programme of Action and the achievement of 
the SDGs. What role can the Commission play in guiding Member States and the international 
community in responding to these issues and trends? 
• By ensuring to take an evidence based approach that also puts the poorest and most 

marginalized at the centre of the Programme. 
• The Commission should be flexible (as it was in 2020) in order to respond to emerging issues and 

trends such as the COVID-19 pandemic. 
• The Commission could provide additional information, or host meetings to provide updates on 

issues relating to the ICPD Programme of Action throughout the year. 
 3. In order to address the above questions and issues, would it be desirable or feasible for the 
Commission to adjust its methods of work (organizational aspects, substantive elements, outcome)? If 
so, could the practices and experiences of other subsidiary bodies of the Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) provide any guidance? 

•        In alignment with Commission on the Status of Women and Commission on Social Development, 
CPD could consider holding civil society dedicated events and engagement either during or on 
the margins of the plenary week. 

•        As was done in 2019, the Commission should continue the practice of holding a combination of 
high-level, multi-stakeholder and expert panels each year. 

•        The Commission could investigate a way to ensure that more voices from the global south are 
engaged – with a specific focus on women, girls and adolescents. Including their experiences 
through special technical briefings, multi-stakeholder panels or side events, or as part of a 
dedicated CSO element could be considered. 



•        The Commission should continue to convene expert meetings and informal technical briefings 
on the annual theme in order to provide the most recent and up to date information on the 
theme. 

•        In regards to the Secretariat, we welcome more details on the division of labor and roles and 
responsibilities of DESA and UNFPA vis-à-vis the work of the Commission.  

•        We are supportive of a more thorough discussion amongst Member and Observer States to 
consider the three proposed alternative methods of adoption when taking action on the draft 
resolution on the annual theme. These methods include (a) Member States, including Members 
and non-Members of the Commission, making general statements, including statements 
expressing reservations on elements of a draft resolution that has been adopted by consensus, 
either before or after action is taken, (b), Members of the Commission that are not sponsors of a 
draft resolution making statements explaining their position before or after adoption, which will 
be indicated in the report of the session, and (c) the Commission voting on selected paragraphs 
without requesting a vote on the resolution as a whole. 

 


