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Introduction  
 
 

We, the ACT Alliance, are the world’s largest ecumenical coalition engaged in 
humanitarian, development, and advocacy work. Our more than 150 members in over 
125 countries work in a coordinated and effective way for rights-based and 
sustainable development. We are committed to “Ensuring healthy lives and promoting 
well-being for all at all ages”, which includes ensuring gender justice, in our local 
communities, countries, regions and globally.   

As networks of rights-based faith actors, we affirm our commitment to the 
Programme of the International Conference on Population and Development. We urge 
its full implementation and call for a joint resolution at the fifty-eighth session of the 
Commission on Population and Development. We are engaged in all pillars of the 
Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and 
Development. We affirm, as committed at the Nairobi Summit, the integrated, holistic 
mandate of the International Conference on Population and Development agenda and 
the outcomes of its reviews and the regional outcomes.   

Economic, ecological, social, and political accountability is critical for enabling 
individuals and society to access comprehensive health services and promote well-
being for all. This requires civic space, and we advocate safeguarding, protecting, and 
expanding the democratic space for civil society and individuals working for human 
rights.    

 
 

Intergenerational faith-based action for healthy lives and sexual and 
reproductive health and rights   

 
 

Human dignity is a foundation to human rights. We recognise our uniquely 
influential role as faith leaders and churches in collective and intergenerational 
struggles for social justice and the well-being of all. We can be powerful 
changemakers in transforming patriarchal attitudes, beliefs, and behaviours, towards 
advancing the implementation of the Programme of Action. As faith actors, we are 
intergenerational by nature, and we advocate for the investment in life cycle 
approaches that are rooted in human rights. At a time of increasing polarisation and 
pushback on gender equality, we advocate for Member States to uphold language that 
affirms human rights, including sexual and reproductive health and rights.   

In some contexts, faith actors create barriers to accessing human rights, and 
health services. This has a detrimental effect on the well-being of a person. Patriarchal 
social norms are often packaged in religious language to make them appear divinely 
ordained. Yet, religious, and cultural practices are not stagnant, nor do they operate 
in isolation. It is important to recognize the diversity of faith actors who exist around 
the world and there is not one perspective upon the issues related to the International 
Conference on Population and Development Programme of Action.   

 
 

Faith actors promoting well-being and sexual and reproductive health and rights  
 
 

Civil society is central to demanding accountability efforts for the 
implementation of policies relevant to the International Conference on Population and 
Development Programme of Action. This includes improved service delivery, such as 
health services, and comprehensive access to sexual and reproductive health and 
rights information and services. We recognise that Member States have the primary 



responsibility to fulfil universal social protection including universal health coverage, 
however, diverse partnerships and strategies are critical to ensure that we leave no 
one behind.   

Faith actors are rooted in communities, and many believe it is a moral obligation 
to contribute to enable people to access their rights. For example, leading programmes 
to end Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), Early and Forced Child Marriage (EFCM), 
and engage men and boys in transformative masculinities initiatives. Faith actors also 
operate as service providers, including as a major health provider, providing central 
services where the public sector might not reach. For example, an average of 40 per 
cent of health services in Sub-Saharan Africa are provided by faith-based 
organisations. We have established clinics, hospitals, and community-based 
programmes that also provide care throughout the life cycle of people. This includes 
comprehensive sexual and reproductive healthcare services, for example, family 
planning, maternal and child health, HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment, and gender-
based violence prevention and support services.  

Faith actors also contribute to awareness raising and education, including 
comprehensive sexuality education programmes, workshops, and toolkits. Faith 
communities often have diverse communication platforms to reach a broad audience, 
educate communities about Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights, dispel myths 
and misconceptions, especially those that conflate religious and cultural practices, 
and promote informed decision-making. Many have encouraged theological 
education and critical reflections on gender, sexuality, and reproductive health that 
transform social norms.    

 
 

Advocating for gender equality, influencing policy and practice  
 
 

Faith actors can be strategic advocates for gender equality, in policy and within 
their faith communities, to challenge harmful practices, such as sexual and gender-
based violence. This can often be challenging work to provoke change from within 
our communities, including promoting women in decision-making spaces, and 
reinterpreting our religious teachings and scriptures for gender justice.   

Faith-based networks and alliances are also powerful influencers of policy and 
legislation at national, regional, and international levels. We have advocated for 
diverse issues such as family planning, youth friendly services, access to 
contraceptives, and the protection of women's reproductive rights. We advocate to 
Member States to work with rights-based faith actors, to implement sexual and 
reproductive health and rights policies and programmes, which align to the 
International Conference on Population and Development Programme of Action, 
ensuring that services reach marginalised populations.  

 
 

Partnerships and funding, pushing forward   
 
 

In times of increasing polarisation on matters pertaining to the International 
Conference on Population and Development Programme of Action, it is important to 
remember that many faith actors, in their diversity, are pushing forward policies and 
programmes that promote the well-being for all. This includes being in alignment 
with the International Conference on Population and Development Programme of 
Action, and dispelling the myths and misconceptions related to sexual and 
reproductive health and rights.   

Pressure from opposing political sectors to identify faith actors with a specific 
political programme or a specific government administration generally weakens faith 
actors’ capacity for action. This is a complex and a difficult aspect to manage, due to 
polarisation, stigmatisation, and exclusion, being political fundamentalist constructs 
used by some governments. However, beyond the tensions, the commitment to the 



social well-being of the entire population transcends these attempts to segment the 
social action of faith actors.   

Regressive international political positions greatly limit access to resources for 
human-rights based organisations, including faith-based and feminist movements. We 
advocate for Member States to invest in financing of human rights-based, justice 
seeking programmes. Transformative action from the local to international level, 
which is interdisciplinary and intersectional, will enable faith actors to push forward 
at both programmatic and policy levels.   

The success of these interventions will largely depend on the creativity and 
ability to work together, across borders, and organisations, at different levels and in 
solidarity.    
 
 

At this historical point in time, we call on Member States to:  
 
 

1. Fully implement the Programme of the International Conference on 
Population and Development and its subsequent reviews and commitments.   

2. Ensure non-regression on previously agreed language, including reference 
to sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights, and strong accountability 
mechanisms to monitor and hold Member States and civil society, including faith 
actors, to the implementation of laws, policies and programmes promoting well-being 
and guaranteeing sexual and reproductive health and rights.   

3. Fulfil commitments to interrelated agendas such as the Sustainable 
Development Goals and Political Declaration on Universal Health Coverage.   

4. Increase investment towards human rights-based, justice seeking 
programmes that are locally rooted, and aim for transformative change using an 
intersectional lens.   

5. Protect the human rights of all persons, regardless of nationality, migration 
status, age, gender, sexual orientation, disability, religion, ethnicity, or any other 
intersecting identity as crucial to the fulfilment of the Programme of Action.   

6. Engage in partnerships, in line with Sustainable Development Goal 17, with 
faith-based organizations and churches as part of the Programme of Action to 
transform social norms and promote social equality.   

7. Invest and strengthen in multi-stakeholder partnerships, including feminist 
and faith-based actors, who are often catalytic collaborators, rooted in communities, 
yet connected to national, regional, and global forums.   

8. Scale up of efforts to advance comprehensive sexuality education, including 
work to transform social norms, which can be a barrier to many adolescents and young 
people accessing information to inform their decisions concerning their sexuality, 
health, and well-being.   

9. Acknowledge our shared interest and common moral responsibility to 
include all of humanity, especially those living in the margins, in the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development to ensure that no one is “left behind” and all have rights, 
safety and security. 
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