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2021	High-level	Meeting	of	the	Development	Cooperation	Forum	
Development	cooperation	for	the	Decade	of	Action:	Reduce	risk.	Enable	recovery.	Build	resilience.	

(6-7	May	2021,	virtual)	
Draft	programme	

	.	
The	 2021	 Development	 Cooperation	 Forum	 (DCF)	 High-level	 Meeting	 aims	 to	 advance	 international	
development	cooperation	that	reduces	risk,	enables	recovery	and	builds	resilience	in	the	COVID-19	period	
and	beyond.	Its	outcome	will	shape	the	role	of	development	cooperation	in	the	Decade	of	Action	for	the	SDGs.	
	
The	DCF	promotes	inclusive	solutions	for	more	effective	development	cooperation	in	all	its	forms	–	financing,	
capacity	support,	policy	change	and	multi-stakeholder	partnerships.	It	supports	efforts	toward	the	coherent	
implementation	of	the	2030	and	Addis	Agendas,	Paris	Agreement	and	Sendai	Framework.	 	And	it	puts	the	
needs	and	priorities	of	those	with	the	least	resources	and	weakest	capacities	at	the	centre	of	its	efforts	in	
order	to:		

• produce	actionable	policy	guidance	for	Member	States	and	other	actors	on	development	cooperation;		
• give	 strategic	direction	and	add	value	 to	 the	multilateral	dialogue	on	development	 cooperation	by	

providing	 official	 inputs	 into	 the	 HLPF	 and	 FfD	 processes	 while	 also	 contributing	 to	 other	
intergovernmental	processes	such	as	LDC-V	and	COP26;	

• document	and	disseminate	evidence	to	support	innovative	polices	and	uptake	of	best	practices;	and	
• facilitate	learning,	knowledge-sharing	and	opportunities	for	collaboration	among	actors.	

	
Day	one:	Thursday,	6	May	2021		
9:00	–	9:30	a.m.	 Opening	of	the	2021	DCF	

From	old	debates	to	a	new	Decade	of	Action:	the	future	of	development	
cooperation	
	

The	global	pandemic	has	challenged	the	understanding	of	development	cooperation,	further	exposing	gaps	
and	 limitations.	 	 The	 scale	 and	 scope	 of	 the	 challenges	 posed	 by	 COVID-19	 and	 its	 socio-economic	
consequences	–	particularly	for	the	most	vulnerable	groups	and	people	–	necessitate	fundamental	shifts	in	
how	 development	 cooperation	 addresses	 cross-cutting	 and	 systemic	 risks.	 	 This	 session	 will	 engage	
thought	leaders	in	a	discussion	of	how	to	reinvigorate	development	cooperation,	rethinking	old	approaches	
and	debates	and	moving	decisively	into	the	new	Decade	of	Action.	This	call	to	action	will	commence	the	
High-level	Meeting	 of	 the	Development	 Cooperation	 Forum	 and	 set	 expectations	 for	 two	 days	 of	 high-
quality,	action-oriented	dialogue.		
 
Opening	of	the	2021	DCF: 

• H.E.	Mr.	Munir	Akram,	President	of	ECOSOC,	Ambassador	and	Permanent	Representative	of	
Pakistan	to	the	United	Nations		

 
Speakers:	

• Mr.	Liu	Zhenmin,	Under	Secretary-General,	United	Nations	Department	of	Economic	and	Social	
Affairs		

• Special	remarks:	Professor	Sir	Michael	Marmot,	Professor	of	Epidemiology,	University	College	
London	and	Special	Advisor	to	Director-General	of	WHO	(video)	

• Keynote	speaker:	Dr.	Sania	Nishtar,	Special	Assistant	of	Pakistan’s	Prime	Minister	and	Federal	
Minister,	Poverty	Alleviation	and	Social	Safety	Ministry,	Islamic	Republic	of	Pakistan		
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9:30	–	11:00	a.m.				 Navigating	the	risk	landscape	through	development	cooperation	

	
Global	agreements	already	in	place	provide	a	foundation	for	development	cooperation	that	is	informed	by	
risk,	oriented	to	resilience	and	strongly	linked	with	climate	action.			The	current	crisis	has	made	existing	
development	 challenges	 more	 acute,	 while	 underscoring	 new	 and	 emerging	 risks	 and	 creating	 new	
opportunities	for	cooperation	in	the	new	digital	landscape.	Building	back	better	demands	more	concerted,	
creative	 and	 flexible	 implementation	 of	 the	 global	 agreements,	where	 efforts	 at	 all	 levels	 build	 on	 and	
reinforce	 the	national	 capacities,	policy	 frameworks	and	 country	 systems.	The	discussion	will	 facilitate	
insights	 from	 leaders	 and	 “early	 adopters”	 of	 risk-informed	 development	 cooperation,	 as	 well	 as	 the	
findings	from	the	2020	DCF	Survey,	to	generate	recommendations	for	scaling	up	the	quantity,	quality	and	
impact	of	development	cooperation.	
	
Focus	questions:	

• What	are	the	key	opportunities	and	challenges	in	adapting	development	cooperation	policies	and	
practices	to	manage	risk	and	build	resilience?		

• How	 are	 development	 partners	 currently	working	with	 developing	 countries	 in	 the	 design	 and	
implementation	of	risk-informed	approaches	to	sustainable	development,	including	for	COVID-19	
response	 and	 recovery?	 	What	 policy	 and	 planning	 tools	 have	 been	most	 helpful	 in	 addressing	
unforeseen	crises?	How	has	science,	technology	and	innovation	supported	these	efforts?	

• How	are	development	cooperation	partners	employing	and	adapting	data	and	statistical	capacities	
and	 systems	 to	 navigate	 the	 risk	 landscape?	 	 What	 are	 examples	 of	 innovative	 policies	 or	
partnerships?			

	
Chair:	H.E.	Mr.	Munir	Akram,	President	of	ECOSOC,	Ambassador	and	Permanent	Representative	of	
Pakistan	to	the	United	Nations		
 
Setting	the	scene:	Rt.	Hon.	Saulos	Klaus	Chilima,	Vice	President	and	Minister	of	Economic	Planning	and	
Public	Sector	Reform,	Malawi			
Moderator:	Ms.	Mikaela	Gavas,	Co-director	&	Senior	Policy	Fellow,	Development	Cooperation,	Europe,	
Centre	for	Global	Development		
	
Speakers:	

• H.E.	Mr.	Shouwen	Wang,	Vice	Minister	of	Commerce	and	Deputy	China	International	Trade	
Representative,	People’s	Republic	of	China	(video)	

• H.E.	Dr.	Teuku	Faizasyah, Director	General	of	Information	and	Public	Diplomacy,	Ministry	of	
Foreign	Affairs,	Republic	of	Indonesia	(video)		

• H.E.	Dr.	Rania	Al	Mashat, Minister	of	International	Cooperation,	Arab	Republic	of	Egypt 	
• H.E.	Mr.	Alvaro	Calderón,	Director	of	International	Cooperation,	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs,	

Colombia	 
• Mr.	Kimio	Takeya,	Distinguished	Technical	Advisor	on	Disaster	Risk	Reduction,	Japan	

International	Cooperation	Agency	(JICA)	
• Ms.	Laure	Blanchard-Brunac,	Director	of	Policy	&	Partnerships,	European	Development	Finance	

Institutions	(EDFI)		
	

Lead	discussant:	
• Ms.	Mami	Mizutori,	Special	Representative	of	the	Secretary-General,	United	Nations	Office	for	

Disaster	Risk	Reduction	(UNDRR)	
	
Interactive	dialogue	
	
3:00	–	5:00	p.m.					 Strengthening	health	systems	for	vulnerable	countries		
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Securing	affordable	and	equitable	access	to	essential	diagnostics,	therapeutics	and	vaccines	for	COVID-19	
is	mission	critical	as	the	pandemic	continues	to	rage	in	countries	around	the	world.	So	too	is	finding	ways	
to	 ensure	 that	 short-	 and	 medium-term	 response	 and	 recovery	 measures	 work	 to	 strengthen	 health	
systems	 and	 infrastructure	 in	 the	 long-term,	 building	 resilience	 to	 future	 health	 risks	 and	 enhancing	
research	and	development	for	health.		Developing	countries,	particularly	vulnerable	countries	such	as	least	
developed	 countries	 (LDCs),	 landlocked	 developing	 countries	 (LLDCs),	 African	 states	 and	 small	 island	
developing	States	(SIDS),	require	sustained	support	through	development	cooperation.	The	session	will	
facilitate	 peer	 exchange	 on	 best	 practices	 in	 development	 cooperation,	 including	 South-South	 and	
triangular	cooperation,	that	have	delivered	results	in	supporting	stronger	health	systems.	Participants	will	
share	policy	recommendations,	building	on	these	and	other	country	experiences.	
	
Focus	questions:	

• What	 have	 been	 some	 of	 the	most	 effective	 international	 support	measures	 for	 addressing	 the	
COVID-19	health	crisis	in	the	most	vulnerable	countries?		Where	is	development	cooperation	falling	
short	in	supporting	a	stronger	pandemic	response	in	countries	in	special	situations?			

• “We	are	only	as	strong	as	our	weakest	health	system”:		how	are	development	cooperation	partners	
bridging	COVID-19	response	with	longer	term	efforts	to	strengthen	the	preparedness	and	overall	
capacities	of	health	systems	in	vulnerable	countries?		How	is	development	cooperation	accelerating	
and	 strengthening	 investment	 in	 the	 necessary	 infrastructure	 for	 more	 effective	 health	
preparedness?	

• To	what	extent	have	new	or	scaled-up	public	health	initiatives	–	driven	by	development	cooperation,	
innovative	models	and	partnerships	–	been	attuned	to	the	needs	of	the	most	vulnerable	countries,	
and	how	have	 their	efforts	helped	 to	build	 resilient	health	 systems	and	capacities	of	developing	
countries?	

	
Chair:	H.E.	Munir	Akram,	President	of	ECOSOC,	Ambassador	and	Permanent	Representative	of	Pakistan	
to	the	United	Nations		
		
Setting	the	scene:		Dr.	Joy	St.	John,	Executive	Director,	Caribbean	Public	Health	Agency	(video)		
Moderator:			Mr.	Stefan	Swartling	Peterson,	Professor	of	Global	Transformations	for	Health,	Karolinska	
Institutet,	Sweden	
	
Speakers:	

• Mr.	Bård	Vegar	Solhjell,	Director	General	of	the	Norwegian	Agency	for	Development	Cooperation	
(Norad),	Norway	(video)	

• H.E.	Mr.	Andalib	Elias,	Director	General	(Multilateral	Economic	Affairs),	Ministry	of	Foreign	
Affairs,	Bangladesh	(video)	

• H.E.	Mr.	Pablo	Tettamanti,	Deputy	Foreign	Minister,	Argentina		
• Ms.	Natasha	Bilimoria, Deputy	Assistant	Administrator	for	the	Bureau	of	Global	of	Health,	United	

States	Agency	for	International	Development	(USAID),	United	States	
• Dr.	Jean	Kagubare,	Deputy	Director,	Health	Systems,	Bill	and	Melind	Gates	Foundation 

	
Lead	discussants:	

• Ms.	Kate	Dodson,	Vice	President	for	Global	Health,	United	Nations	Foundation	
• Mr.	Jan	van	Zanen,	Mayor	of	The	Hague	and	Ms.	Thembisile	Nkadimeng,	Mayor	of	Polokwane	

and	President	of	the	South	African	Local	Governments	Association	–	SALGA,	Co-Presidents	of	
United	Cities	and	Local	Governments	(video)		
	

Interactive	dialogue	
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Day	two:	Friday,	7	May	2021	
	
9:00	–	9:10	a.m.	 Opening	of	second	day	of	2021	DCF	

• H.E.	Mr.	Munir	Akram,	President	of	ECOSOC,	Ambassador	and	Permanent	
Representative	of	Pakistan	to	the	United	Nations		

• DCF	Video	Introduction	 
 

9:10	–	11:00a.m.					 Development	cooperation	in	addressing	the	dual	challenge	of	pandemic	
recovery	and	the	climate	emergency	
	

A	green	and	sustainable	recovery	is	the	path	forward	to	address	the	dual	emergencies	of	the	pandemic	and	
climate	 change.	 As	 resources	 and	 activities	 shift	 from	 pandemic	 response	 to	 recovery,	 development	
cooperation	actors	must	adopt	approaches	that	best	address	multiple	risks,	such	as	those	related	to	climate	
change	and	disasters.	This	session	will	explore	how	development	cooperation	can	support	country-driven	
efforts	and	capacities	to	tackle	these	dual	emergencies	at	the	pace	needed	to	meet	the	goals	of	the	Paris	
Agreement	and	Sendai	Framework.		Discussions	will	highlight	country	experiences	in	managing	competing	
development	priorities	during	 crises,	 and	make	policy	 recommendations,	 including	on	how	best	 to	use	
planning	tools	for	pandemic	recovery	and	climate	action.	
		
Focus	questions:		

• What	 have	 been	 some	 of	 the	 biggest	 obstacles	 faced	 by	 developing	 countries	 in	 accessing	 and	
attracting	 development	 cooperation	 for	 climate	 action	 and	 disaster	 risk	 reduction	 during	 the	
pandemic?	

• With	 development	 cooperation	 priorities	 shifting	 toward	 COVID-19,	 how	 can	 we	 ensure	 that	
pandemic	recovery	efforts	lay	the	foundation	for	tackling	the	climate	emergency?				

• In	the	current	context,	how	are	countries	and	their	development	cooperation	partners	scaling	up	
investments	 in	resilient	 infrastructure,	as	well	as	building	 the	requisite	capacities,	expertise	and	
knowledge	needed	at	national	and	local	levels?	

• What	are	some	examples	of	how	South-South	and	triangular	cooperation	has	helped	address	the	
dual	challenges	of	pandemic	recovery	and	climate	action?	What	lessons	can	be	learned	from	these	
initiatives	in	reaching	the	most	vulnerable	countries?		

	
Chair:	H.E.	Mr.	Munir	Akram,	President	of	ECOSOC,	Ambassador	and	Permanent	Representative	of	
Pakistan	to	the	United	Nations		
 
Setting	the	scene:		

• Mr.	Vladislav	Kaim,	Economist,	Member	of	the	Secretary-General’s	Youth	Advisory	Group	on	
Climate	Change 

• Ms.	Paloma	Costa,	Lawyer,	Member	of	the	Secretary-General’s	Youth	Advisory	Group	on	Climate	
Change	

• Ms.	Archana	Soreng,	Advocate,	Members	of	the	Secretary-General’s	Youth	Advisory	Group	on	
Climate	Change	

Moderator:	Ms.	Donna	Mitzi	Lagdameo,	United	Nations	Office	for	Disaster	Risk	Reduction	(UNDRR)	

Speakers:	
• Prof.	Dr.	Patrick	V.	Verkooijen,	CEO,	Global	Centre	for	Adaptation	(video)	
• H.E.	Mr.	Malik	Amin	Aslam Federal	Minister	for	Climate	Change	and	Special	Assistant	to	the	

Prime	Minister,	Ministry	of	Climate	Change,	Pakistan		
• H.E.	Ms.	Josefa	Sacko,	Commissioner	for	Rural	Economy	and	Agriculture,	African	Union	

Commission		
• H.E.	Ms.	Olaya	Dotel,	Deputy	Minister	of	International	Cooperation,	Ministry	of	Economy,	

Planning	and	Development,	Dominican	Republic 



 

5	
 

• Mr.	Jorge	Moreira	da	Silva,	Director,	Development	Co-operation	Directorate,	Organisation	for	
Economic	Co-operation	and	Development	(OECD)		

 
Lead	discussants:	

• H.E.	Mr.	Walton	 Alfonso	Webson,	 Ambassador	 and	 Permanent	 Representative	 of	 Antigua	 and	
Barbuda	to	the	United	Nations,	Chair	of	AOSIS	(video)	

• H.E.	Mr.	 James	Paul	Roscoe,	 Ambassador,	 General	Assembly	Affairs,	 Permanent	Mission	 of	 the	
United	Kingdom	to	the	United	Nations	

• H.E.	Mr.	Silvio	Gonzato,	Deputy	Head	of	Delegation	of	the	European	Union	to	the	United	Nations		
 
Interactive	dialogue	
	
3:00	–	4:30	p.m.	 Regional	cooperation	to	support	science,	technology	and	innovation	in	the	

COVID-19	period		
	

The	transboundary	nature	of	the	pandemic	has	underscored	the	need	for	regional	collaboration	to	identify	
and	 put	 in	 place	 solutions	 to	 shared	 challenges,	 using	 the	 power	 of	 STI.	 South-South	 and	 triangular	
cooperation	has	been	instrumental	in	this	regard.	Innovations	to	enhance	data	collection	and	analysis	have	
empowered	 developing	 countries	 to	make	 evidence-based	 decisions	 on	 lockdowns.	 	 Digital	 technology	
capacities	have	been	built	between	neighboring	countries	to	support	recovery,	to	harness	the	best	of	these	
technologies	while	mitigating	their	risks.	 	And	regional	development	banks	have	created	crisis	 facilities	
designed	 to	 support	 recovery	 and	 resilience-building,	 improving	 the	 landscape	 of	 infrastructure	
investment.	 	This	session	will	explore	regional	 initiatives	designed	 to	support	pandemic	recovery	 in	 its	
multiple	 dimensions,	 while	 identifying	 opportunities	 to	 scale	 these	 efforts	 for	 long-term	 sustainable	
development.	
	
Focus	questions:	
• To	what	extent	have	regional	innovations	been	well	suited	for	timely	and	high-impact	results	for	COVID-

19	 response	 and	 recovery?	 How	 has	 development	 cooperation,	 both	 financial	 and	 non-financial	
modalities,	been	tailored	to	support	specific	country	contexts?	

• What	have	been	some	of	the	challenges	to	scaling	regional	initiatives	and	how	were	they	overcome?		
How	did	these	initiatives	engage	different	stakeholders	as	they	were	scaled	across	the	region?	

• Has	the	pandemic	experience	revealed	new	areas	for	enhanced	regional	cooperation	and,	if	so,	what	are	
they?	How	might	all	development	partners	help	support	such	efforts?	
	

Chair:	H.E.	Munir	Akram,	President	of	ECOSOC,	Ambassador	and	Permanent	Representative	of	Pakistan	
to	the	United	Nations		
Moderator:	Ms.	Adva	Saldinger,	Senior	Reporter,	Devex			
	
Speakers:	
• Dr.	Javier	Dávila	Torres, General	Director	of	Technical	and	Scientific	Cooperation,	Mexican	Agency	of	

Development	Cooperation	(AMEXCID)			
• Prof.	Samuel	Annim,	Government	Statistician,	Ghana	 
• Mr.	Carlos	Santiso,	Senior	Director,	Governance	Practice	and	Digital	Innovation	in	Government,	CAF	

Development	Bank	of	Latin	America		
• Mr.	Stefano	Bonaccini, President	of	the	Council	of	European	Municipalities	and	Regions;	President	of	

CEMR	Italian	Section	(AICCRE);	President	of	Emilia	Romagna	Region.		
 
Interactive	discussion	
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4:30	–	5:00	p.m.	 Closing	of	the	2021	DCF	
Global	challenges	inspiring	action	–	building	a	new	paradigm	for	
development	cooperation.		

	
Building	on	the	policy	insights	from	the	two	days	of	2021	DCF,	this	closing	session	will	emphasize	the	
need	for	timely	action	to	advance	development	cooperation	policies	and	practices	that	are	reducing	risk,	
enabling	recovery	and	building	resilience.		Speakers	will	inspire	action	by	all	stakeholder	groups,	leaning	
into	development	cooperation	as	an	opportunity	to	achieve	an	equitable	and	sustainable	recovery,	
including	for	the	most	vulnerable	countries	and	peoples.		
 
Chair:	H.E.	Mr.	Munir	Akram,	President	of	ECOSOC,	Ambassador	and	Permanent	Representative	of	
Pakistan	to	the	United	Nations		
 
Speakers:	
• Mr.	Nikolaj	Gilbert,	President	and	Chief	Executive	Officer,	PATH	
• Mr.	Jose	Antonio	Ocampo,	Chair,	Committee	for	Development	Policy		

 
Closing	remarks:		
• Mr.	Liu	Zhenmin,	Under	Secretary-General,	United	Nations	Department	of	Economic	and	Social	

Affairs)	(video)	
• H.E.	Mr.	Munir	Akram,	President	of	ECOSOC,	Ambassador	and	Permanent	Representative	of	Pakistan	

to	the	United	Nations		
 
	


