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EXPLANATORY NOTES

The following symbals have been used in the tables throughout the report:

Three dots (...) indicate that data are not available or are not sepatately
reported

A dash {~—)indicates that the amount is nil or negligible

A blank in a table indicates that the item is not applicable

A minus sign (~) indicates a deficit o1 decrease, excepl as indicated
A full stop(.) is used to indicate decimals

A comma (,) is used to distinguish thousands and millions

A slash (/) indicates a crop year or financial year, e.g., 1955/56

Use of a hyphen (-) between dates representing years, e.g., 1953-1955, signifies
the full peried involved, including the beginning and end years.

References to “lons™ indicate metric tons, and to “dollars” United States dollars,
unless otherwise stated.

The term “billion” signifies a thousand million.

Details and percentages in tables do net necessarily add to totals, because of
rounding.

Certain abbreviations have been used: DLF for Development Loan Fund; EEC
for Luropean Economic Community; EFTA for European Free Trade Association;
IBRD for International Bank for Reconstruction and Development ; IFC for International
Finance Corporation; IMF for International Monetary Fund; OECD for Organisation
for Economic Co-operation and Development; OEEC for Organisation for European
Economic Co-operation. “Rhodesia and Nyasaland™ stands for the Federation of
Rhodesia and Nyasaland; UAR for the United Arab Republic.

The term “Congo™ refers to the Republic of the Congo (capital: Léopoldville).

Where statistical presentation has rendered it necessary, “Malaya™ has been used
to designate the Federation of Malaya and Singapore; “South Africa®, the Union of
South Africa (since 31 May 1961, the Republic of South Africa), South West Africa
and the High Commission territories of Basutoland, Bechuanaland and Swaziland.

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication
do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the pait of the Secretariat of
the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country or territory or of its
authoxities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers.
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Introduction

GROWTH, STABILITY AND THE RATE OF SAVING

Economic slowdown in 1960

The new decade of the nineteen sixties opened on a
contradictory note. On the one hand there was a grati-
fying increase both in world economic activity and in
world trade. The private enterprise world registered a
rise of more than 4 per cent in production and of over
10 per cenl in the quantum of international trade. In
the centrally planned countries, production in industry—
though not in agriculture—registered an even greater
increase. The expansion was, moreover, achieved with-
out undue strain: in relatively few countries, developed
or under-developed, did retail prices rise by more than
3 per cent {rom 1959 to 1960. Despite this apparent
progress, the optimism with which the year had been
initially grected soon gave way lo a considerable
measure of disappointment. By the second quarter of
1960 the rate of expansion declined in one industrial
country after another; and though in western Europe
rates of growth soon began Lo stabilize, in North America
the economy slipped inte a recession which continued
through the first quarter of 1961 Though the decline
in United States output was mild, it came as a disap-
pointment, culting shoit the period of limited recovery
from the earlier recession of 1957/58.

The contrast between a booming Europe and a lagging
United States, reinforced by differential short-term in-
terest rates in favour of Furope, accentuated the flow of
capital to a point that brought the dollar under specula-
tive pressure. Notwithstanding the enormous reserves
at its disposal, the United States was impelled to take
protective action: for the first time in the post-war
period, it no lenger found itsell free to determine its
domestic economie policy without regard to its balance
of payments position. Fortunately, in view of an in-
creased United States trade surplus, the pressure on the
doilar was quickly relieved as speculative operations
on the gold market were brought to an end and the gap
between Furopean and American interest rates was
narrowed. Action was also laken towards the strengthen-
ing of both United States and international liguidity,
as well as towards a grealer measure of harmonization
of the policies of the industrial countries affecting their
balances of payments.

Welcome as was the improvement in the United States
payments position, it was not an unmixed blessing. In
so far as the increase in its trade surpius resulied from
a recession-induced decline in its imports, it could not
but have unfavourable repercussions on the rest ot the

world. The economies of western Europe, it is true,
again proved sufficiently resilient to withstand these
adverse effects. The situation was less encouraging,
however, in the under-developed countries, since the
gradual reversal in balance between world demand for
and supply of primary products during the nineteen
fifties has rendered their export markets mcreasingly
vulnerable to industrial recessions. Even during the two
years of United States recovery and expansion following
the 1957 /58 recession, export prices of primary products
had failed to show any real strength. With the oncoming
of the recession, these prices generally resumed their
downward drift despite a notable upsurge in raw mate-
rial imports into Eureope and Japan. By the end of 1960
the index of export umit values of under-developed
countries had fallen below the corresponding 1959 level
to a point about 8 per cent below the 1957 average.
While the rise in their export earnings was thus being
restrained by weakening price trends, their imports,
which had been eut back in 1959 following the 1958
decline in earnings, expanded in 1960. The result was a
50 per cent rise in the trade deficit, which generated
stresses in the balance of payments of many under-
developed countries,

In contrast to the private enterprise world, the cen-
trally planned economies continued to expand at the
same rapid pace as in carlier years. Given the relatively
small, even if increasing, role which trade with the rest
of the world plays in their economies, they have found
it possible to maintain their rate of growth of praduction
without regard to whether rates elsewhere are rising or
declining.

When recovery began in the second quarter of 1961,
the 1960/61 United States recession could be character-
ized in some respects as among the mildest of the post-
war period. Though it lasted somewhat longer than its
predecessor in 1957/58, it had not generated as large
a decline in industrial production or in the gross national
product. Indeed, despite the faet that the contraction had
begun as early as May 1960, total “final purchases” of
goods, that is, the purchases of goods other than for
inventories, registered a decline—and that a very slight
one—only in the first quarter of 1961. Statistically, the
drop in gross national product from the peak level of
1960 of about $5 billion, or about one per cent, could
be more than accounted for by the nearly $1} billion
cutback in investment in inventories. The strength of
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final purchases encouraged wide-spread hopes that the
recession would be self-correcting, and led to consider-
able hesitation with regard to the taking of counter-
measures. At the beginning of 1961 debate was still
continuing over whether il was proper 1o characterize
the economy as being in a state of recession, whether
business confdence might not be shaken by such a
characterization, and whether anti-recession measures
might not do more harm than good. The new Adminis-
tration, calling attention to the fact that industrial pro.
duction had fallen by about 8 per cent, that steel capac-
ity was being only half utilized and that unemployment
had risen to five and one-half million persons, declared,
however, that the economy was in a state of recession
and advanced a broad programme of executive and
legislative action for recovery. This programme went
beyond temporary measures, such as supplements to
unemployment insurance and speed-up of government
outiays, which had also been taken during the 1957/58
recession. It included more permanent measures, such
as a reduction of morlgage 1ates and extension of other
assistance to housing, zid to education and to public
health programmes, urban renewal measures, and lib-
cralization of social security insurance. At the time of
writing, however, though recovery was already under
way, it was still far from certain how soon this pro-
gramme would prove effective in restoring economic
activity to full employment levels. Partly, the uncer-
tainty reflected the inevitable administrative and legis.
lative delays hefore many of the decisions could be
translaled into action. In large measure, however, it was
due to the moderate financial dimensions of the pro-
gramme for 1960/61 and 1961/62 in relation 1o the
magnitude of the problem as analysed by the United
States Council of Economic Advisers.

The United States econemy has proved to be the most
vulnerable to post-war cyclical fluctuations of all the
major industrial countries. The 1960/61 recession is
the fourth in twelve years; except for Canada, whose
economy is closely geared to that of the United States,
no other industrial country has experienced a compara-
ble degree of economic fluctuation. The significance of
these recessions appears, however, to have been widely
underestimated. Though many reasons have been given
for discounting the seriousness of the post-war reces-
sions, a basic factor seems to be s tendency to assume
that recurrent recessions are inherent in a private enter-
prise economy; indeed, a large part of the public seems
1o have come to believe not only that recessions are
inevitable, but that they are also necessary in order to
provide immunity against large-scale inflation that
would be {ollowed by major depressions.

While it is probably true that the periodicity of post-
war recessions has been no greater than in pre-war
veurs, it may still be of significance, as the Council of
[conomic Advisers has noted, that the intervals between
successive recessions have bheen growing progressively

shorter—from forty-five months between the downturns
of 1948 and 1953 o thirty-five months between 1953
and 1957 and to only twenty-five months between 1957
and 1960. Fven if this shortening of the intervals were
entirely accidental, it would stili be striking that it
should be the woild’s major economy which has failed
to show any improvement over pre-war experience.
Unlike the record of stability of the United States, that
of most other industrial countries has been vastly better
than in pre-war years. Nor can western Europe’s current
achievement be properly attributed—as its progress in
earlier years could in part—to special factors such as
the carry-over of pent-up demand from the Second
World War or the large-scale aid received from the
United States under the Marshall Plan, Essential as
these factors were in the rehabilitation of Europe im-
mediately after the war, they do not in themselves
suflice 1o explain the phenomenon of its continued
growth—-in some cases at extraordinarily high rates—
long after pre-war peak records of production had been
surpassed. Clearly, Europe’s current achievements are
traceable not simply to special factors inherited from
the past but also to current economic attitudes and
policies lowards growth and stability.

Perhaps another resson for the tendency to under-
estimate the 1eal cost of recession is that it appears to
be only a temporary cosl, because to some extent, what
is lost in the downswing of a cycle may be made good in
the subsequent upswing. Since the post-war fluctuations
have taken place around a rising economic trend, we
may even be tempted 1o believe that the recession loss
has been more than made good over the cycle as a whole.
But this is really a statistical illusion that disappears
upon closer examination. What is relevant in assessing
real cost is not the absolute level of produetion but
whether the full production potential is realized over
the cycle. If the expansion phase were sufficiently vigor-
ous to carry output above normal full-potential levels
—if, for example, as was the case during the war, it
were to involve abnormal additions to the labour force
ot lengthening of the normal work-week o1 an increase
in the number of work-shifts—then the expanded
potential of the boom phase would offset the loss of
potential production during the recession. If, however,
as has been generally true in peace-time, the recovery is
at most adequate to carry production and employment
to normal levels of full utilization without any special
enlargement of the capacity to produce, then the loss
of polential outpul and employment during recession is
not offset during the subsequent expansion and the
recession loss is a permanent loss,

But perhaps the most important cause of the inade-
quate assessment of the seriousness of recessions has
been theit mildness ir: the post-war period. In the United
States the longest downswing—that of 1953/54--lasted
only thirteen months, and the maximum contraction in
gross national product recorded—in the recession of
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1957 /58—was about 5 per cent. Except for 1953/54,
when there was a large eutback in government expendi-
ture on military account, the major element in the con-
iraction of economic activity has been a reduetion of
investmenl in inventories. True, there has also been
some decline in investmen! in plant and equipment in
the last lwo recessions, but this has been largely o1
wholly offset by rising government expenditure and con-
sumer outlays on services. The United States economy
has thus proved sufficiently stable to avoid any majo
repercussions of the reduction in inventories upon final
purchases, and the market has been able to right itself
as soon as the invenlory position has been corrected.

The mildness of the downturns has encouraged con-
siderable public debale as to the performance of the
economy in the post-war period. Should such downturns
be properly considered recessions? Should they not be
regarded only as inevitable periods of rest or of rolling
readjustment that are required to pave the way lor the
subsequent period of expansion? Even granting that
the downturn involves a temperary rise in unemploy-
ment, should the burden of such unemployment be
considered intolerable so long as il is not unduly pro-
longed and compensation is provided to alleviate the loss
of wage income to the unemployed? May there not
even be n question whether there has in {act been any
downturn in national product? Perhaps the veal gross
national preduct has been consisiently underestimated
because of our inability 1o make adequate allowance for
continuing technological improvements in goods and
services, and as a result, price increases have heen
overstaled and increases in ocutpul understated. Is the
increase in unemployment due to inadequacy of eftec
tive demand {or1 goods and services, or is it essentially
of a structural cilaxacter reftecting the inahbility of the
labour force to adjust suﬁluontEy mpuiiy to the changes
in the pattern of production brought on by an &u,ek
erating rate of techneological innovation? Must not the
problem of unemploymen{ therefore be resolved by
measures to increase the adaptability and mobility of
the labour force rather than by means of an increase
in effective demand?

Whatever answers may be given to such questions, it
seems doubtful whether these questions really address
themselves 1o the basic problem of the adequacy of
recent rates of economic growth. Here the crucial ques-
tion iz whether the leading industrial countries are
making {ull use of their production capabilities and
whether these capabilities are being increased as rapidly

a5 is consistent with the maintenance of other economic
and socigl objectives, including rising levels of living
and internal and external stability. There can be litle
doubt that the manpower released by technological
progress and the shiflting pattern of demand has added
to the complexity of the task of maintaining full em-
ployment. It does not necessarily follow, however, that
the resulting unemployment cannot be appropriately
overcome by a more rapid rate of increase in aggregate
effective demand. A [aster rate of advance in technology
and productivily per man has nol precluded many
western Luropean countries from mainiaining much
fuller levels of employment; indeed in the Feclemi
Republic of Germany, not only the manpower released
by an advancing technology but also the abnormal addi-
tions to the labour torce from large-scale immigration
were absorbed by the rapid rate of increase in output.
It can hardly be doubted that in the United States, like-
wise, H effective demand were to rise sulficiently it could
readily absorb the wide-spread unemployment and re.
store the rate of utilization of productive capacity to
more nearly normal levels.

The notion that the recessions have been mild is based
on the assumption that once the downturn iz reversed
the economy is able to realize its full potential of pro-
duction and employment. In that case the recession loss
may be measured by the decline from the preceding
peak. If, however, as has become increasingly true of
the post-war years, even the periods of expansion prove
less and less adequate to provide for normal full capa-
eity rates of utilization, then the pre-recession peaks
themselves become irrelevant as benehmarks [or measur-
ing economic losses In such cases, there may still be con-
tinuing losses of poteniial production and employment,
even when the absolute fevel of aclivity is on a rising
trend. And if population and labour force are con-
stantly expanding, unemployment may then show a
rising lrend even though employment is increasing at
the same time. According to estimates of the Couneil
of Economic Advisers, the loss in potential gross na-
tional product in the fArst quarter of 1961 amounted
1o approximately 10 per cent of the total, or about 850
billion, even though the decline from the preceding peak
was only about one-tenth that amount. Te achieve full
recovery by the end of 1962 it would be necessary not
only to restore this $50 billion but perhaps half as much
again to allow for the increase in lahour [orce and the
addition to produciive capacity that is taking place in
the meantime.

The issue of growth and stability

Viewed in terms of the need to restore output to full
potential levels, the problem thus ceases to be one merely
of recovery from recession. [t becomes instead a con-
tinuing problem of promoling steady growth at full
potential rates. Even the familiar phrase of “maintain-

ing full employment” ceases to he an adequate descrip-
tion of the task. What is required is not merely to main-
tain a high level of output and employment but to
sustain a steady rate of growth that is adequate to absorh
each year's new entrants into the labour force as well
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as the manpower released by advancing technology and
rising productivity. This problem has not been confined
to countries such as the United States and Canada, which
have experienced a high degree of cyclical instability.
It has also been typical of some countries in western
Europe, most notably the United Kingdom, where eco-
nomic activity, though relatively stable in the short
term, has moved sluggishly over the longer term. In
conirast to rales of growth in gross product ranging as
high as 9 per cent and more in Japan and in the neigh-
hourhood of 6 per cent per annum in the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany and lialy, the rates of growth in the
United Kingdom and the United States over the past five
years have averaged only a little over 2 per cent. In both
cases this rate represents a significant decline from the
average prevailing in the first half of the decade of
the nineteen fifties,

The debate over the magnitude and significance of
recessions is thus seen to be part of a larger issue rela.
ing to the long-term performance of the economy. That
issue, discussed at some length in the volumes of the
World Economic Survey since 1955, is over the ade-
quacy of the long-term rate of growth. The debate is not
limjted to the United States but is paralleled in many
parts of the world, both developed and under-developed.
The central question in the debate concerns the proper
balance 1o be struck in national economic objectives
hetween price stability and long-term economic growth,
In many countries—recently including also the United
States—the issue has been further complicated by the
problem of reconciling equilibrium in the balance of
international payments with the maintenance of econo-
mic growth. Though the specific arguments have
changed with the evolution of economic institutions and
of economic analysis, the debate over stability and
growth has been at the centre of public policy ques
tions in every major industrial crisis of inflation or
depression for more than a generation, In recent years
the differences have been considerably narrowed, both
sides having moved away from extreme positions. Dur-
ing the great world depression of the nincteen thirties,
a large segment of public opinion in industrial countries
was still opposed to government measures for expansion
of effective demand on the grounds that they might lead
10 inflation. Today, however, no one would suggest keep-
ing unemployment at whatever levels might be required
to prevent prices from rising. Immediately after the
Second World War, on the other hand, an influential
segment of public opinien, particularly in underdevel-
oped regions, was apparently prepared to support infla-
tion as a means for promoting economic development.
Today no one would propose to finance capital forma-
tion for economic growth through forced savings from
large-scale inflation. Despite this narrowing of the de-
bate, however, the issue of economic stability and growth
remains far from resolved.

Until fairly recently the view that had gained the
widest acceptance seems to have been that there was in

fact no issue 10 be resolved. It seems widely to have been
believed that there could be no possible conflict between
the objectives of economic stability and economic
growth, This thesis was based on the assumption that
inflation can exist only when there is excess demand and
that its elimination cannot therefore interfere with the
full utilization of productive resources. In its simplest
form the reasoning seems to have derived from the fact
that a rise in general prices necessarily involves an in-
crease in money expendituies in relation to the value of
goods and services al existing prices. From this it was
concluded that inflation represents “too much money
chasing too few goods” and that siphoning off only the
excess money so as o achieve economic stability will not
render effective demand inadequate for full production
and full employment. In its more analytical form the
argument derived from the tiaditional body of economic
theory, based on a perfectly competitive system, in which
prices and wages are continually adjusted so as to
climinate any excess demand or supply. In such a sys-
tem prices and wages come fo rest when demand equals
supply. Since a continuously rising trend can thus oceur
only if excess demand is constantly re-emerging, the
solution to rising prices is inevitably to restrict demand
to a level that equals supply, Such restriction need in no
way reduce output below maximum attainable levels,
since it is only the excess of demand ahove attainable
supply that is eliminated and not the demand required to
absorb attainable supply. In either case, whether the
simpler or more complex analysis was employed, the
possibility of any conflict between economie stability and
economic growth was eliminated.

This view of the problem of inflation and economic
growth has now come to be increasingly questioned. A
growing consensus has emerged around the thesis that
in the real world as distinct from the theoretical model
of a perfectly competitive system, inflation cannot be
automatically equated with an excess of aggregate de-
mand over supply. In the real world where prices are
determined by conventional markups over costs, by col-
lective wage-bargaining and by government regulations,
demand in some markets may exceed, and in othess fall
short of, supply. In such cases inflation is not neces-
sarily symptomatic of 2 general excess of demand over
supply; though price increases may originate in markets
where demand is strong they may spread to other mar-
kets, even where supply is excessive. A cumulatively
rising price trend may thus develop despite considerable
slack in production and employment. Under these cir-
cumstances it will not always be possible 10 resort to
a policy of restraint of demand for the stabilization of
prices without adversely affecting production and em-
ployment. Where inflation is, in fact, due to excess de-
mand it may be eliminated by demand restraint without
such adverse effects. Where, however, as has been true
of the creeping inflation of the nineteen fifties, a cumu-
latively rising price trend develops side by side with
slack in production and employment, inflation can no
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longer be eliminated by restraint of demand without
adding to the slack. This does not necessarily mean that
an objective of rapid economic growth cannot be recon-
ciled with a goal of price stability; it only means that
it ecannot be reconciled with a poliey of restraining
demand when there is already slack in the economy.

This point bears emphasizing because cases in which
governments have succeeded in achieving high rates of
growth together with price stability are frequently cited
as evidence in support of the thesis that restraint of
demand to keep prices from rising will not interfere
with the rate of growth. But the issue is not whether
there is a positive rather than a negative correlation
helween rates of growth and rates of change in price.
A rapidly growing economy may, through the stimulus
it provides to high rates of investment, technological
innovation and increasing productivity, be more con-
ducive to price stability than is a sluggish economy.
Thus, the issue is not whether economic growth and
reasonable price stability are in principle irreconcilable.
The issue is rather whether a conlflict between the two
goals may arise in fact if price stability is pursued by
a policy of restraint of demand .egardless of the degree
of slack in the economy.

Although the emerging consensus over the causes of
inflation has greatly clarified the issues under considera-
tion, it has nol yet led to 2 comparable consensus on
policy decisions. The debate over policy is now based
not so much on disagreement over points of economic
analysis as on differences in assessment of the degree
of inflation or of slack to which the economy may be
exposed, as well as on differences in value judgements
as to the relative costs and benefits of economic growth
and of price stability. One segment of public opinion
shuns the risk-taking of a growth-oriented policy for
the securily of price stability. According lo this view,
inflation represents the main long-term economic danger
to the economy while the long-term rate of growth is as
high as resources permit. The danger of inflation is
assumed to be so great that no rate of price increase
can be countenanced; creeping inflation is bound to
accelerate to a gallop. Even if inflation may in theory
be due to many factors and not to excess demand alone,
the existence of any unnecessary slack in the economy
is assumed improbable so long as prices are rising slong
with production. Thus, according to this viewpoint, it
is mot the rate of utilization of productive capacity nor
the rate of unemployment but rather the movement of
prices which serves as the appropriate measure of the
adequacy of effective demand. Though the rate of growth
in output may be lower than normal, though the rate of
utilization of productive capacity may be declining and
the rate of unemployment inereasing, a rising trend in
prices, particularly if it accompanies an inerease in
output, is taken as a symptom of excess demand and
therefore as a signal for a policy of restraint of demand.

This concentration of public thinking and public
policy of recent years upon the danger of inflation is

now coming to be increasingly challenged by the thesis
that the main danger to the economy lies in an inade-
quate long-lerm rate of growth, and that the risk of
inflation is not so great as to require a policy of restraint
upon aggregale demand while there is yet so much
slack in the economy. This currently developing re-
orientation is visible in the United States Administra-
tion’s diagnosis of the need for policies to achieve not
merely recovery from recession but also long-term full
utilization of productive resources. It is even more evi-
dent in its proposals for investment in human and nat-
ural resources as well as for the stimulation of investment
in plant and equipmen! designed to increase the rate
of growth of the potential levels of production and
employment. If this reorientation has been correctly
diagnosed, an expansion of the rale of growth of the
United States economy might well be expected.

Such a growth-oriented policy, it may be noted, does
not necessarily mean sacrificing price stability and em-
bracing inflation. Rather it involves a shift in the
methods of fighting inflation from primary reliance on
measures Lo restrain demand to the inclusion of policies
desipgned to accelerate the rate of expansion of incomes
and the available supplies of goods and services. In a
world in which inflalionary pressuies are so largely
the result of mutually frustrating altempls of various
income-earning groups Lo increase their respective
shares of the national product, it is not unreasonable
to expect that an increase in the size of the total share
to be divided will contribule to some relaxation of the
pressure. To the extent to which an increase in prices
results from a larger rise in wages than in productivity,
the stimulus o output per man that is imparted by
higher investment and a highe: rate of growih of na-
tional produet may very well slow down rather than
accelerate the rising trend in prices.

That this assumption is not altogether unrealistic is
evident from the fact that the rate of increase of prices
in the Federal Republic of Germany and Japan has been
no grealer than in the United States or the United King-
dom despite the very much higher rates of growth of
national product. Should it appear, however, that an
acceleration of the rate of growth might, in fact, in-
erease the risk of inflation before the full potential of
production is realized, other measures could still be
taken to reduce the risk without curbing the rate of
growth of production. In some countries governments
have helped to shape prices, not only by throwing the
weight of their moral influence in favour of price
stability, but also by establishing machinery to ensure
that the public interest in stable prices is effectively
registered at the bargaining table. Every government
also has at its disposal a vast array of powers to
strengthen competitive forces in the process of price
formation, whether it be through anti-monopoly legis-
lation or through foreign trade policy. By means of
such measures governments can make a powerful con-
tribution towards the maintenance of reasonable price
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stability without necessarily curbing the 1ate of growth
of output.

It is frequently questioned whether this can be
achieved without the intreduction of direct price and
wage controls that would endanger private enterprise.
This question, however, seems to be based on a simple
extrapolation from war-time experience when wvast
resources had to be shifted from personal consumption
to military outlays and to investment in military pro-
duction. Under such extraordinary conditions of excess
demand, involving enormous budget deficits and wide.
spread shortages of gooeds of all types as well as of man-
power and productive equipment, direct controls on
prives and wages and, in many instances, even rationing
of supplies did in fact prove necessary lo curk inflation.
But from this it does not follow that controls of similar
type might prove necessary to preserve price stability
under high peace-lime rates of growth, in the absence
of budget deficits and in the absence of any important
shortages of poods and productive resources. There is
no evidence to show that under such circumstances the
government’s moral influence and its powers of educa-

tion, persuasion and general regulation would not suffice
to maintain reasonable price stability along with eco-
nomic growth based on the full realization of the pro-
duction potential, Nor does the post-war experience of
countries with very high rates of growth lend support
Lo such a thesis; the price stability of the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany and of Italy, which, as already noted,
was nao less than that of the United States and the United
Kingdom, was achieved without any greater degree of
direet price intervention by government. And if it be
said in reply that these countries succeeded in achieving
price stability with such high rates of growth only
because of sound monetary and fiscal policies, the
answer is thal it is not an unsound monetary and fiscal
policy which is called {or by those who seek greater
emphasis on economic growth, Evidently the countiies
with very high rates of growth did not prevent demand
from approaching the full production potential of the
economy. Yet, though they achieved as high a degree
of price stability, they were not obliged to intervene
in the process of price formation any more than coun-
tries with low rates of growth.

The adequacy of saving

Among the most important factors inhibiting the ac-
celeration of the rate of growth in the leading industrial
countries is the wide-spread concern over the adequacy
of saving to finance a higher rate of growth without
inflation. Frequently thiz concern is coupled with the
{ear that an acceleration in the rate of growth is likely
10 involve permanent budget deficits. The c}m;}ling of
budget deficits with inflation, as if the two phenomena
were indeed synonymous, is understandable in the light
of historieal experience with galloping inflation. Un-
doubtedly all instances of severe inflation crises—espe-
cizlly those associated with war or with post-ivar collapse
of an economy—have been marked by uncontrollable
budget deficits, In war-time, when vast re¢sources had
1o be shifted from personal consumption to military
use, and when government expenditure became so
swollen that it was simply not possible to increase taxes
sulliciently to finance the government’s requirements, the
inflation was inevitably reflected in a huge budget defi-
cit. Similatly, immediately after the war, in countries
where productive resources had been destroyed and all
goods were in short supply and confidence in the cur-
rency had disappeared, il was again inevitable thal the
resulting hyper-inflation should be marked by seemingly
uncontrollable budget deficits.

Yet, the experience with such cases of galloping in-
flation, particularly with the phenomenon of hyper-
inflation, is not an adequate guide to the problems of
financing an increase in the peace-time rate of growth
of the economy. Indeed, in the peace-time context of rais-
ing the rate of growth there is no unique relationship

between budget deficits and inftationary pressure of
excess <emand. While budget deficits may still be a
cause of excess demand, it is possible to have a budget
deficit without any excess demand, and on the other
hand, it is also pessible to have excess demand without
a budget deficit, even with a budget surplus. During a
recession when private investment {alters, it is now uni-
versally recognized that it may be necessary to resort
to a budget deficit either through an increase in govern-
ment expenditure or threugh a reduction in taxation in
order to achieve 1ecovery. In fact, all modern industrial
economies have features built into their fiscal system
designed to generate a budget deficit automatically in
rase of recession, A deficit under conditions of recession,
far from creating pressure of excess demand, merely
permits demand to rise to the level of productive capac-
ity by Rlling the gap between the rale of saving at full
employment and the lagging rate of investment. So long
as productive capacity is not adequately utilized and it is
still possible to increase the supply of goods and services
there is no reason why an increase in demand, even i
in the circumstances it is generated by a budget deficil,
should necessarily lead to inflationary pressure ol de-
mand upon supply; the additional demand can be
matched by a corresponding increase in output instead
of being dissipated by a rise in prices. On the other
hand, in a boom, if private investment demand expands
sufficiently to overtake the rate of saving at full employ-
ment, the outcome is likely to be inflationary pressure
of excess demand upon supply, unless the government
can raise taxes sufficiently or the net supply of imports
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can be adequately expanded so as to equate demand
and supply once again. But if in this instance inflationary
pressure does develop as a result of the investment
boom, it is rather more likely to be accompanied by a
budget surplus than by a budget deficit. For if the
budget had been balanced before the hoom began, the
rise in income generated by the investiment boom would
automatically yield higher government revenues, and
unless the government deliberately reinforced the in-
flationary pressure by simullaneously increasing its own
expenditure or reducing tax rates, the inflationary pres-
sure would be accompanied by a budget surplus.

It follows that there is no unique relationship be-
tween budget deficits and inflation: while the two may
of course go hand in hand—and indeed generally do
so in major crises—there may also be budget deficits
without inflation, as in periods of recession, or inflation
with budget surpluses rather than with deficits, as during
periods of investment boom. To maintain a high rate
of growth without inflationary pressure of excess de-
mand and with a balanced budget, it is necessary to
ensure that the rate of privale saving should equal the
rate of investment that is required for the desired rate
of growth. Should the rate of investment exceed the
rate of private saving that will be forthcoming, the
result would be inflationary pressure accompanied by a
budget surplus. On the other hand, should the rale of
investment fall short of the rate of private saving, the
desired rale of growth might be allained through a
budget defieit, but sueh a budget deficit which merely
fills the gap between private saving and investment
would only equate demand and supply rather than
generate any pressute of excess demand. Only it the
government should persist in inereasing its expenditure
even after investment had begun to cateh up with the
rate of private saving, could a budgetl deficil be iden-
tified with inflationary pressure of excess demand.

It is instructive in this conlext to consider post-war
experience in saving for economic growth. As an exten-
sion of the study in part I of last year’s Forld Eeonomic
Survey' of the interrelationships between investment
and economic growth, part I of the present Survey
examines ot some length the sources of saving lor post
war growlh. The picture thal emerges is a complex one,
far more complex, indeed, than that of the relation
between investment and economic growth. Nevertheless,
certain conclusions do seem reasonably certain, The first,
as may be seen in chapler 1. is that there has been no
tendency among the industrially developed countries
for high rates of growth of national product to be
accompanied by budget deficits. The tendency has, il
anything, been the other way round, that is, for high
growth rates to be accompanied by relatively large
hudgel surpluses. Both private saving-pariticularly of
households—and public saving appear to have been
positively correlated with rates of growth High rates

1 United Nations, World Econemic Survey, 1959 (Sales No :
601 .C1).

of investment and high rales of growth of national
product and income have tended lo be accompanied
by high rates of household saving as well as by substan.
tial excesses of government revenue over government
expenditure. Low rates of investment and low rales of
growth, on the other hand, have tended 1o be accom.
panied by relatively low rates of household saving as
well as by significantly smaller budget surpluses.
Though this relationship is far from perfect, it is never-
theless striking that it should emerge so clearly in an
inter-country comparison, particularly when account is
taken of the wide variety of [actors determining the
proportion of resources deveted le government expendi-
ture and revenues in different eouniries, as well as of
the heterogeneity of forces determining the level of
houschold saving among even the industrially developed
countries. Despite the very considerable diflerences in
all these vespects, it still appears 1easonably clear that
high rates of investment and growth have tended 1o be
associated with relatively large budget suipluses, and
low rates of growth with relatively low budget surpluses.
The notion, therefore, that high rates of growth are
likely 1o involve permanent defieit financing dovs not
find any support in the post-war evidence of the inler
country expetience.

Equally evident from the post-war dala is the absence
of any meaningful correlation between countiy rates of
growth or of investment and the halance of payments
on current account. Export balances were to be {ound
among countries wilh both high and low rates of growth,
and the same was true of import balances. This is under-
standable in view of the wide variely of possibic rela-
tionships between rates of growth and the balance of
payments. Since the external balance is influenced nol
by investment alope bul represents the dilference be-
tween domestic saving and domestic investment, and
since investment decisions and saving decisions are made
independently under separate sels of influences, it is
clear that the difference between saving and investment
may be positive, zero, or negative al both high and low
rates of investment. In general. it might be expected that
in a country where investment is rising more rapidly
than elsewhere, saving would be more likely to fall
short of investment, so thal a relative increase in the
rate of investment would tend Lo be accompanied by a
deleriorating export balance. But while such a correla-
tion between relative year-to-year changes in investment
and in exporl balances has heen ohserved during the
post-war period, no such correlation is visible between
average levels of investment and of export balances
among countries over the post-war petiod. The absence
of correlatien is due not enly to differences in the in-
fluences affecting domestic saving among countries,
which tend in large part to offset the effect of differences
in investment levels on the balance of payments, It is
also due in part to the fact that saving and investment
decisions are themseives nol entirely delermined hy
internal forees within a country but are also influenced
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by external market forces. Thus, a country favourably
situated with respect to export markets is more likely to
generate an excess of saving over investment and there-
fore to experience an export balance than is a country
less favourably situated. And to the extent to which a
high rate of investment makes possible a more rapid
expansion of export industries, high rates of investment
may thus be accompanied by an excess of domestic sav-
ing over investment and an export balance rather than
the reverse. It is not surprising, therefore, that no simple
correlation between rates of investment and external
balance can be found.

While the data on inter-country variations in rates of
investment and saving do suggest that the financing
of relatively high rales of investment has not been so
formidable a task as might be imagined in countries
with relatively low rates of investment, they do not in
themselves provide a sufficient guide as to the case with
which additional financing is likely to become avail-
able within any country that may seck to increase its
rate of economic growth. An attempt is made in chapter
1 to examine this question on the basis of data relating
to the changes experienced from the first half to the
second half of the decade of the nineteen hfties. Though
in view of the limited information that has been avail-
able, the findings must be considered as highly pro-
visional, they do indicate al least one important factor
tending to link changes in private saving with the rate
of cconomic growth. While there seems to have been
little correlation of rates of economic growth with
changes in enterprise saving, a significant correlation
is evident with changes in personal saving out of per-
sonal disposable income. Lvidently the higher the rate
of growth of per capita personal income, the greate:
has been the tendency for changes in personal consump-
tion to lag behind, and the greater, therefoie, has been
the increase in the rate of saving out of such income.
Other factors, however, have aiso influenced the changes
in the rate of saving; in particular, the lower the initial
rate of saving and the greater the shift in the distribu-
tion of income in favour of income from property, the
greater has been the increase in the rate of saving. In
many cases the increases in private saving were so large
as to permit governments to reduce tax rates from the
high levels prevailing at the beginning of the decade.
In very many instances, aided by an improvement in
the terms of trade in the course of the decade, domestic
saving even rose sufficiently in relation to investment
to yield an increase in the balance of exporls over
imports with the rest of the world.

Tudging, therefore, from the post-war experience,
there seems little basis for the fear prevailing in some
countries that a growth-oriented economy is likely 1o
give rise to unmanageable problems of imbalance. The
data examined in chapter 1 demonstrate that some coun-
tries have achieved rates of growth as much as two or
even three times as high as that prevailing in other
countries without incurring any greater degree of price

inflation, or relying upon permanent budget deficits, or
encountering balance of payments difficulties, or resort-
ing to a system of direct controls that is inimical to
private enterprise. On the contrary, the higher rates of
growth have themselves contributed, through increasing
productivity, towards lessening the inflationary pres.
sure from rising costs of production. They have aflorded
a powerful stimulus to private saving, partly by raising
incomes faster than consumption levels could be ad-
justed and partly by bringing within réach of mass
incomes such items as major durable goods and housing
for which saving is necessary. At the same time, in coun-
tries with progressive tax systems, they have generated
such increases in government revenues as to make pos-
sible significant reductions in tax rates and increases in
public consumption expenditure without bringing the
budge! into deficit. And far from generally leading to
balance of payments difficulties, the high 1ates of growth
have introduced an element of flexibility in the indus.
trial structure and have increased the competitive
strength of export industries to such an extent that they
have been frequently accompanied by active rather
than passive trade balances.

This does not mean, of course, that a programme for
raising the rate of investment to increase the rate of
growth is altogether free {rom any risks of imbalance,
But the data do suggest that the risks are far less than
ig frequently assumed in countries with low rates of
invesiment and, above all, that they are amenable to
control by appropriate government policy. It is mpor-
tant to bear in mind, however, that the policy needed
to cope with the risks of imbalance lies not only in the
national but alse in the international sphere. Risks of
external imbalance depend not on the domestic policies
of the country alone, but also on the policies of the
countries with which it is linked in trade and payments.
Here a major difficulty stems from the fact that in the
course of the post-war period an unstable equilibrium
appears 1o have been achieved in which the trade bal-
ances of the major industrial countries are not appro-
priately 1elated to their respective 1ates of capital trans-
fers. Some countries with relatively high rates of growth
have achieved an export balance on current account in
excess of their readiness to lend abroad, while other
couniries wilh a considerably lower rate of growth lend
abroad at a rate in excess of their export halance. In
the absence of appropriate policies designed to bring
capital flows in better relation with respective balances
on current account, this unstable external equilibriuin
may act as a serious deterrent against programmes for
increasing the rate of growth in the leading industrial
countries. In view of the economic importance of these
countries, this deterrent may inhibit not only their own
rates of growth but the rate of growth of the ¢ntire
world economy.

There can now be little doubt that a modern industrial
economy is capable of sustaining much higher rates of
growth under conditions of stability than had hitherto
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been deemed feasible. There is regrettably less basis
for optimism in the post-war experience of the under-
developed countries. [t is true, as was shown in the
World Economic Survey, 1959, that many under-
developed countries succeeded during the nineteen fifties
in significantly raising their rates of investment. The
data ‘even indicate that on an aggregate, though not,
of course, on a per capita, basis the under-developed
countries attained a rate of growth of domestic product
comparable in percentage terms to that of the developed
countries. Nevertheless, an examination of the record
concerning the sources of financing of their economic
development is far from reassuring. As will be seen
from chapter 2, the increases that have taken place in
the rate of investment of under-developed countries have
been largely financed by increases in foreign saving in
the form of a balance of imports over exports of goods
and services. Of twenty-eight countries for which data
are available, only nine registered an increase in do-
mestic saving {rom the beginning to the end of the
nineteen fifties, and of these only three recorded such
an increase in excess of 2 per cent of gross domestic
product. Despite some rise in per capita incomes of
househelds and in government revenues, neither private
nor public saving has shown any wide-spread tendency
to increase. At the private level, saving ratios have
declined more often than they have risen. In part this
was due to a relative shift in the distribution of income
from property owners lo wage earners, reflecting in
some instances reductions in profits from export sales
with the long-term weakening of commodity markets.
ln mest instances this tendency was also reinforced by
the expansion of industrial employment which has
increased wages in relation to other incomes, The effect
of this shift in the distributior of income upon saving
ratios has been greatly enhanced in most countries by
the impact of increasingly rapid urbanization upon
demand for consumption, both because of the expense
involved in the establishment of new homes and because
the needs and conventions of urban living often tend to
generate o higher permanen! propensily o consume.
The effect of urbanization upon consumption has not
heen limited to the privale seclor, bat has on the con-
trary made necessary parallel increases in public con.
sumption expenditure. This factor, together with the
general influence of a rapidly rising population and a
growing awareness of governmenl responsibility for
promotion of economic and social welfare, has every-
where led to higher levels of public expenditure for
consumption. The result has been a rather limited rise
in public saving in relation to output despite fairly
general increases in government revenucs. Given the
urgent need for increasing the rate of investment, it is
clear that a great deal more remains to be done in
under-developed countries lo encourage private saving
and to increase public revenue, reduce non-essential
public expenditure and increase public saving.

Given the very limited success in raising domestic

saving, the increases in investment that have taken place
have had to be financed in farge part by increases in
foreign saving. Except to the limiled extent to which
drawings upon gold and foreign exchange reserves or
short-term borrowing may have been possible to cope
with fluctuations in the balance of payments, the major
source of foreign saving has, of course, been the annual
net flow of long-term private and public capital. Despite
a gratifying expansion in this llow, the problem of
obtaining adequate financing for economic development
remains acute. Not only is the aggregate still much too
low to provide a basis for developing a self-sustaining
rate of growth, but—what is no less importont—its dis-
tribution among countries also remains highly uneven.
So far as concerns private capital, the flow has been
highly concentrated in countries with expanding export
markets and with relatively high per capita incomes.
As may be seen in chapter 2, cut of thirty-one under-
developed countries for which data are available, seven
with per capita income of over 3300 accounted for
nearly half the total flow of private capital over the
decade of the nineteen fifties, Seme countries with
expanding exports have received as high as 4 or 5
per cent of gross product in private capital, whereas
countries with stagnant exports have received less than
one-half of one per cent of gross product. Moreover,
the degree of concentration of the flow of private capital
has tended to increase rather than decrease in the course
ol the decade.

To some extent this concentration has been offset by
the distribution of public capital flow which has been
more heavily weighted in {avour of countries with lower
per capita incomes. This tendency, in fact, beeame more
pronounced in the course of the nineteen filties, more
than two-thirds of the increase in public capital {unds
from the beginning to the end of the decade having
been directed towards countries with per capita incomes
under $200. Thus, though the distribution of public
capital flows is inevilably influenced by special factors
of a political nature, it is evident that governments have
become increasingly aware of the essential 1ole of for-
cign economic aid al the present stage of economic
development of the less developed countries.

As a counterpart to the study of the sources of saving
for economic growth and development of private enter-
prise economies, chapter 3 of the present Survey ex-
amines the nalure and sources of saving in the centrally
planned economies In these countries financial plans
and policies are subordinated to the general cconomic
plan. In contrast to the privale enterprise economies,
where decisions 1o save and invest may he made in-
dependently so that investment decisions may at times
exceed and at others fall short of decisions to save, in
centrally planned economies no such dichotomy in
decision-making exists. Instead, investment decisions are
based on the estimated needs for an expansion of physi-
cal capacity to meet output targets, and the saving to
finance such investment is simultaneously provided in
the economic plan by means of the appropriate alloca-
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tion of resources as between investment and consumption
goods. Provided, therefore, only that the plan is com-
prehensive and internally consistent, lhere can be no
discrepanecy between investment and saving in the plan
any more than such a discrepancy could arise in a non-
market economy.

Despite the central control over the allocation of
resources and the flow of goods, however, the role of
finance in the centrally planned economies is not without
importance. Its significance arises from the fact that
these countries have retained the monetary mechanism
for a large part of their cconomy, particularly in the
sphere of consumer income and expenditure. Instead of
resorting to direct rationing of supplies--in effect to a
system of payments in kind—they have, for reasons of
ecoromic efliciency and the encouragement of initiative,
relied upon the monetary mechanism not only in rela-
tion 1o labour but alse in relation to enterprise. There
has, in fact, been a growing tendency in recent years to
reinforce the administrative direction of the economy
through the financial mechanism.

While the use of a monelary system provides a means
{for stimulating initiative and increasing efficiency, it
introduces at the same time an additional dimension
in the problem of economic planning. 1f labour were
paid entitely in kind there could be no possibility of
imbalance between consumer income and supplies. This
is not to say that the problem of achieving a proper
balance between investment and consumption would
cease to exist; this problem, which stems from the funda-
mental fact of scarcily, exists in every economy regard-
Tess of its political or social institutions. But in the
ahsence of a monetary system, once the decision as to
the allocation of resources beltween consumption and
investment had been made, no problem of possible im-
balance between consumer income and consumer sup-
plies could arise. Given the existence of a monetary
system, however, it is elear that it is necessary to include
in the plan a mechanism to ensure a proper balance not
only between investment and consumption but also be-
lween consumer income and consumer supplies. This
is the purpose of the financial planning, described in
chapter 3; in particular, integration of the credit plan
and cash plan with the plan for production is necessary
in order to ensure monetary balance of demand and
supply within the economy.

[f all elements of the economic plan at both the
physical and the financial level could be exactly realized,
no imbalance between demand and supply would arise
under an internally consistent plan. Since, however, not
all elements of the economy can be {ully contrelled—
output of feod and of consumer goods may, for instance,
fall short of the plan while incomes may exceed planned

levels owing to over-fulfilled targels in producer goods
industries—not even centraily planned cconomies, as was
shown at some length in the World Economic Survey,
1957%~czn be {ree of concern with problems of monetary
imbalance.

This is not to say, of courze, that problems of eco-
nomic imbaiance belween demand and supply are the
same in countries with the centrally planned economies
as in those based on private enterprise. But the problems
are not so entirely dissimilar as to render comparison
and contrast meaningless. One conclusion emerges from
such a comparison with striking clarity. While the
centrally planned economies can ne more disregard
the problem of possible pressure of cxcess demand in
deciding upon their rate of investment than can coun-
tries based on privale enterprise, they are able to elimi-
nate two of the most basic deterrents to investment
which elsewhere inhibit the 1ate of economic growth,
First, they do not have a problem of providing adequate
incentives for investment, such as is mel in private
enderprise economies. Second, once they have decided
upon a rate of investment they are able to provide the
required saving through their cential control over con-
sumer supplies. The ability to provide the requisite
domestic saving has rendered the economic development
ol the centrally planned economies largely independent
of foreign borrewing. It is true thal capital imports
have not been without significance even for them, par.
ticularly during the initial stages of development; in-
deed, the importance of capilal flow was probably
greater than might be suggested by its magnitude alone,
since the flow was [requently channelled into industries
that were strategic {or economic growth. Nevertheless,
as shown in chapter 3, only a very small fraction of in-
vestment in the centrally planned economies has been
fimanced by foreign borrowing, the rest having been
mrovided by domestic saving. Among the most crucial
problems to be faced in the economic development of
countries based on private enterprise, none is perhaps
more imporlant than that of finding a counterpart
ihrough the market economy to ensure, on the one hand,
that adequate incentives are provided lo bring forth
the required investment decisions, and on the other, that
adequate saving should he {orthcoming to permit the
decisions 1o be translated into actual investment An
important beginning has been made in the nineleen
fifiies or: both counts. A far greater effort will, however,
be necessary both at the national and at the inlernational
level before the process of economic development can
hecome sell-sustaining in mosl of the less developed
regions of the world.

2 United Netions, World Economic Survey, 1957 (Ssles No.:
58 HL.C1).
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Chapter 1
SAVING FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH IN THE INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES

The role of saving and investment

The significant differences among industrial countries
in their rates of economic growth during the last decade
or so have become a matter of increasing interest. De-
spite fairly similar economic backgrounds, several of
these countries have been advancing at a very rapid
pace while others have recorded only modest rates of
growth. During the earlier post-war years, it seemed
reasonable to ascribe such differences very largely to
special ecircumstances, such as the recovery of some
countries from wai-time destruction and dislocation or
the presence of particularly favourable trends in export
markets. As the nineteen fifties advanced, however, it
became increasingly clear that such special circum-
stances had ceased to be of much explanatory value.
Most countries had already surpassed their pre-war peak
levels of output at the outset of the period. And, while
buoyant export demand has helped to sustain domestic
cconomic growth in some countries, there have been
other countries where similar rates of growth have been
achieved despite quite different export experience.

Nor have the faster rates of growth in some countries
been associated with stricter government controls,
greater austerily o1 persistent internal and external dis-
equilibrium. In fact, the controls imposed in war-time
have been almost entirely abolished in most countries,
and direction of the flow of resources has been left very
largely to the market mechanism. Improvements in
private consumplion levels have been no less evident
in countries with high rates of growth than in other
countries. Further, there has been no consistent rela-
tionship between rates of economic growth and inflatien,
and some of the countries with high rates of growth
have been notable for their balance of payments
surpluses.

In the search {or strategic {actors 1o explain economic
growth in the nineteen fifties, the World Economic Sur.
vey, 1959 examined at some length the role of capital
accumulation.® It was found that, by and large, coun-

1 United Nations, Werld Economiv Survey, 1959 (Sules No.:
60.11.C 1)

2 Iy the present study, the saving ratio is expressed in terms
of current prices because it is a more appropriate concepl for
analysing the sources of financing. The investment ratio is also
expressed in current terms in order to facilitate comparison;
therefore it is not strictly comparable with the ratio calculated
at eonstant prices which was presented in the World Economic
Survey, 1959, Furthermore, the concept of lotal investment,
rather than fxed investment, is used here since ndditions to
inventory have alsn to be finznced. In the generally expanding
cconomivs of the nineteen fifties, inventory accumulation was
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tries with relatively high rates of investment have
achieved telatively high rates of growth. The positive
relationship between annual rates of growth of output
and percentage shares of investment in output in the
industrial countries for the period from 1950 to 1959
is again demonstrated in table 1-1.* The contrast be-
tween the investment experience of the high-growth
countries, such as the Federal Republic of Germany and
Japan, and of the low-growth countries, such as Belgium
and the United Kingdom, is {airly clear. At the same
time, it is also evidenl that an unusually high invest-
ment ratio in such countries as Australia and Norway
has not brought about a particularly high growth rate;
the inter-country experience, in other words, does not
suggest that Jong-term growth in the output of an econ-
omy has always been related solely to the level of
investment.

As analysed in detail in chapter 1 of the World Eco-
nomic Survey, 1959, other factors have tended to modify
the relationship between investment and output, causing
it to vary among countiies or in the same country over
time. Of crucial importance in this connexion have been
the rates at which the lzhour force in different countries
has expanded and the ways in which capital and labour
have been combined in the productive process. Often
the different rates of expansion in the industrial labour
force in the various couniries have been affected not
only by the natural growth of working-age population
but also by the movement of labour from other sectors,
particularly from agriculture. Another factor affecting
the inter-country differences in growth experience has
been the degree of utilization of capacity. Relatively
high rates of growth in a number of countries have been
{acilitated by the gradual absorption of unemployed
labour or of spare productive capacity available at the
beginning of the period. Further, since the investment-
output relationship varies greatly among different sec-
tors of industry, country differences in the composition
of output and in investment patterns have also had a

not exeetly balanced by decumulation; fer most countries it
amounted to between one and 2 per cent of gross domestic
product Conseguently, as may be seen from table 1.1, the totnl
investmen! or saving associated with z given rale of growth wes
higher than the fixed investment. This is especially so for those
countries with a relatively high rate of growth Thus, if the
inter-countlry experience is suggestive of a typical investment-
growth rclationship, the propoertion ef resources which would
have 10 be devoted to total investment and suving in order to
bring abeut & given rate of growth would have to be somewhat
higher than that indicated by fixed investment alone.
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Table 1-1. Rate of Growth of Output® and Relationship Between Investment

and Cuiput, 1950-1959

Annual rale of

wrowth in real groys  Gross domestic Gross domeslic Inerementul
Couniry domeslic product Sfixzed capilal ewfritul capilal-oulpul

{ percenfage Jormation Sformuation ratian

per apnum) (pereenlage of gross domestie produci)s
Japan .. . ... .., 9.1 22.3 28.5 3.0
Germany (Federal Republic) . 75 213 239 3.1
Austiia . 57 212 21.8 4.0
{taly . 5.7 20.0 20.8 3.6
Netherlands 4.6 222 24.3 5.3
Australiz | 4.3 258 284 65
Finlend 4.2 25.6 D 7.0
France. . . 4.0 16,9 186 4.6
Canada 3.9 231 4.5 6.0
Norway, . ‘ 34 28.4 297 8.9
United States 33 16.7 18.0 5.3
Sweden. 3.3 20.2 211 6.4
New Zezland 31 211 23.2 78
Belgium. 2.7 157 16.3 5.7
Denmark. . 2.7 7.7 18.9 6.7
United Kingdom 25 14.6 15.6 6.1

Source; Division of General Lconomic Research
and Policies of the United Nations Secretariat,
based on data from Statistical Office of the United
Nations, Yearbool: of National Accounts Stetistics
und {rom national sources.

® Gross domestic preduct in constant market
prices. For Australia and New Zealand the annial
rate of growth is calculated from the average of
1950/51 and 1951/52 us the base pertod, rather
than from a single year as in the case of other

hearing on growth experience. New investment projects
over a given span of time may also not all be completed
and thus may not contribute to the growth of output
within the period; if investment projects taking a long
time to complete have been undertaken in some coun-
tries, this may raise their capital-output vatios. The dif-
ferences in the productivity of new investment are
further dependent upon the degree of durability and
the extent to which technological advance has heen
absorbed. Here, the scope [or rapid absorption of new
technology has been especially great for those countries
which have started from a relatively low level of
achievement,

While the investment-ountput relationship has varied
among countries, the differences should not be regarded
as detracting from the role of investment in the growth
process. From the point of view of policy, investment
stands out as one of the most tangible instruments of
growth which government can influence. Even if there
are other impediments to growth, the prime foice in the
expansion of productive capacity and the attainment of
higher levels of productive activity may still originate
in investment activity. The significance of investment
does not simply lie in the augmentation of the existing
capital stock, but rather in the creation of new capital
embodying technological advances. The continuous ap-
plication of new technology to investment has been the
foundation of economic growth in the industrial coun-
tries; and the potentialities of economic transformation

eountries, owing to the abnormally high level of
produet in 1950/51.

b Ratios are shown in current prices. See foot.
note 2 to the present chapter.

¢ The incremental capital-output ratio is cal-
culated by dividing the ratio of gross eapital forma.
tion to gress domestie product by the rate of growth
of output, all at constant prices. ¥or Finland, i1 is
estimated by press fixed capital formation and
annual rate of growth of eutput,

through this channel have been increasingly recognized
in the post-war period. Further, a high level of invest-
ment increases the flexibility of the economy and facili-
tates ils structural adaptation to the continuous change
in economic circumstances. Not only does new invest-
ment tend to flow into those sectors of the economy
where the demand for output is expanding most rapidly,
but the growth of these sectors also makes the adjust-
ment of lagging sectors o much easier task.®

It is therefore clear that investment is of the utmost
importance in the process of economic growth. At the
same lime, it is equally evident that, in order to realize
investment, the necessary resources must be made avail-
ahle. If the low-growth countries are to accelerate their
1ates of growth through inereases in investment, there
is no escaping the fact that corresponding increases in
saving must be secured.

While saving in the aggregate is necessarily equal to
investment in the aggregate, it cannot be presumed that
an increase in investment will always bring forth a
corresponding expansion in saving at the prevailing

3Tt must always be recognized that the usual definition of
capital vxcludes certain expenditures which, in o broad analysis
of the determinants of econemic growth, might be more prop-
erly regarded as capital expenditure, Outlays on education und
health, for example, are conventionally classified as consumption
expenditure, though they may permanently raise the produc-
tivity of the population. The practical difficulties in the re-
classification of expenditures according to such a broader concept
are, however, immense.
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level of prices. If productive resources are already fully
employed, a further addition to investment demand
may well generate excess aggregate demand throughout
the economy. The intensification of competition [or the
available output and productive resources, unless it is
relieved by larger imports from abroad, then exerls
an upward pressure on prices. If this gives rise to
divergent movements in market and factor prices, most
notably in the relationship between money wages and
prices of wage-goods, the increase in investment demand
may resuit in a higher level of saving and thus permit
realization ol a higher level of investment. Bul this
process cannot be continued for long without adverse
repetcussions, Because of the redistribution of income,
it is injurious, in particular, te the living standards
of wage-earners and may give rise to wage-inflation;
and, in so far as domestic pressure is relieved by im-
porls from abread, balance of payments difficulties may
emerge.

It is in this way that the supply of saving may hecome
a factor limiting investment. It is eertainly true that
decisions to save cannot by themselves be expected 1o
stimulate investment; under conditions of inadequate
eflective demand, as was dramatically demonstrated in
the nineteen thiriies, eflorls by governments or private
business to strive for higher saving by retrenchment of
expenditure may only lead to a reduction in oulput
rather than Lo an increase in investment, Bui, in buoyant
economic conditions, i the saving behaviour of the
community is not adapted to the level of investment
which privale business and government seek to realize,
investment must be restrained or domestic inflation and
external imbalance may ensue.

In the post-war period, economic activity in the in-
dusirial countries has typically been sustained at high
levels; and the rapid strides in technical knowledge
liave enhanced the prospect of ever widening markets,
In these circumstances the stimuli to a growing velume
of investment have been powerful and a central eco-
nomic issue confronting industrial countries has been
the release of suflicient resources from consumption to
meet expanding investment requirements. The experi-
ence of the post-war years, however, indieales that these
countries have not all been equally successful in re-
leasing resources for investment. Nor, as noted carlier,
have the more successful countries secured higher levels
of saving by resort to inflation or by greater dependence
on external sources of saving

As 2 means of exacting saving from the community,
inflation has probably been of some significance in
most countries at various limes. But it is evident that
the high invesiment countries have not placed greater
reliance on this means; this is quite clear from chart 1-1
which shows no systematic relationship between the
level of saving and the rate of price increase. Gen-
erally, while moderate advances in prices have been
tolerated by governments, any sign of a marked ac-

Chart 1-1. Relationship between Price Inflation
and Level of Saving, 1950-1959
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celeralion in price increases has heen combatled by
vigorous measures of restraint,

1t is true that, in some industrial countries, the pres-
sure on domestic resources arising from increased in-
vesiment activity has been lessened by drawing on re-
soutces from abroad The availability of {oreign saving
has then served as a safety valve for the domestic econ-
omy. Bul such relief from pressure on domeslic re
sources by resort to the [oreign secltor has generally
been temporary and iimited. Moreover, for most coun-
tries, the inflow of aulonomous foreign capital has been
limited and the level of foreign exchange reserves during
the period has been loo small lo permil a continuing
drain. Any abrupt inerease in demand for foreign sav-
ing has thus often resulied in a balance of payments
erisis, and this, in turn, has necessitated policies of
retrenchment of expenditure,

As will be seen, the factors accounting for differences
in ability to save are indeed complex and do not lend
themselves Lo easy generalization. Within the domestic
cconomy, saving is conducted by myriad persons and
institutions and is molivated by many different consid-



18 Parr L.

SAVING FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH: 11§ SOURCES AND TRENDS

erations. But it is feasible to classify these persons and
institutions into the three hroad groups of government,
households and enterprises, since saving behaviour
within each group Is moulded by factors that are fre-
quently different from those affecting the other groups.
In government, the level of saving is largely an out-
come of the decisions taken in furtherance of general
economic or budgetary policy. In the household sector,
saving is motivated by such things as the wish to ac-
eumulate funds for contingencies, to make provision
for old age, to purchase a house or some consumer
durable o1 to invest in an income-yielding asset. In the
enterpiise sector, the saving hehaviour of corporations
is determined by such factors as their need to make
provision for the replacement of depreciating assets,
their dividend policy, their programmes for expansion,
their policies with regard to the financing of new in-
vestment from internal or external sources and the fiscal
policies of government.

In none of these sectors can saving behaviour be
considered enlirely in isolation from events in other
sectors or from the general economic environment. Cor-
porate policy, for example, with regard to the dis-
tribution of profits may not only aflect corporate saving
but alse saving in the household sector; or, as will be
seen, the rate of growth in general economic activity
may be an important determinant of household saving.
Most important of all, the influence of government in
determining the level of total saving in the economy
extends far beyond its immediate policy with regard
to saving in its own sector. In the modern economy,
governmental policy may affect the decisions of private
individuals or corporations through innumerable chan-
nels. Explanation of the differences among countries in
saving experience therefore lies not only in the inter-
play of purely economic forces, but also in the host of
measures that comprise governmental policy.

Interest naturally focuses most upon the influence of
governmental policy as distinct from other forces. In
the following analysis, particular attention has there-
fore been paid to the identification of governmental
measures as they affect the saving behaviour of the com-
munity, In the next section of this chapter, comparisons
are made among the various countries of the level and
structure of saving during the nineteen ffties as a whole.
This approeach helps, in particular, to reveal those dif-

ferences among countries in the structure of their econ-
omies and in their institutions which affect their relative
levels of saving. Differences among countries in the size
of the corporate sector, for example, is in itself an im-
pertant reason for differences in the level of corporate
saving. This sets the background to the analysis con-
tained in the following section of the factors account-
ing for the divergent trends in saving which countries
have experienced throughout the last decade. Explana.
tion of these trends is clearly of immediate interest from
the point of view of appropriate governmental policies
to raise the level of saving.

Analysis of levels and trends in saving, however,
necessarily abstracts to some extent from the short-term
fluctuations in economic activity that permeate the
economies of industrial countries. But government pol-
ley with regard to saving and investment has to be
adjusted to the current ecoromic situation as well as
to its long-term economic aims. To the extent that
cyclical fluctuations have not been completely elimi-
nated, a rise in the level of saving may not always be
appropriate. The behaviour of saving in the course of
short-term fAuctuations is thus examined, particularly
from the point of view of the anti-cyclical role of
government. It must also be recognized that, if the
process of growth is to be sustained, the availability of
aggregale saving is not always sufficient. In particular,
if 2 continuing supply of saving from the foreign sector
is presumed, the expansion of econemic activity may
be brought to a halt by balance of payments difficulties
or the inability or unwillingness to place further reli-
ance on the supply of foreign funds.

In the penultimate section, il is emphasized that in
focusing attention on the sources of saving for invest-
ment in the economy as a whole, the question of the
financing of particular industries or firms should not he
lost sight of. In so far as there are imperfections in
financial markets, funds available to one sector may not
necessarily be available to another. Apart from policies
to ensure adequate supply of saving in the aggregate,
appropriate measures must, therefore, be adopted to
ensure a sufficient fow of funds into the particular
sectors which are strategic to growth. In the conclusion
to the chapter, the policy issues affecting saving are
drawn together to give some indication of the possible
instruments available to governments,

Sources of saving

The diversity among industrial countries in the levels
of saving which they have achieved during the nineteen
fifties as a whole, has been associated with consider-
able differences in patterns. The several sources of sav-
ing have not all contributed proportionately to the
higher or lower level of total saving. Turther, while
saving behaviour in certain sectors has heen particularly

tmportant in explaining inter-country differences in the
level of total saving, it has been by no means always
true that the same level of saving among countries has
heen associated with similar levels within each sector.
In seeking to identify the faclors accounting for the
diversity in levels of total saving, some attempt must
therefore be made to determine the reasons for inter-
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country differences in the level of saving within each
sector. Such analysis constitules the main content of
this section.

Before each of the sources of saving is considered
separately, however, it is useful te form some impres-
sion of their relative importance. This can be derived
{rom the data shown in tables 1-2 and 1-3. It will be
seen that, for all countries, domestic saving in compari-
son with foreign saving is by {ar the more important
source of saving; indeed, in a number of countries, the
foreign sector has absorbed, rather than added to,
domestic saving. As may also be seen from table 1.3,
the proportion of total output devoted to domestic sav-
ing in the high-saving countries has been nearly double
the rate in the low-saving countries.

Table }-2. ILevels of Foreign and Domestic Saving,
1950-1959

{Percentape of gross domestic product)®

Tolal supply  Foreign Gross domestic

Country af saving® suving® sating
Norway. . 207 2.6 27.1
Austiralia 28.4 2.3 26.1
Japan . . P o —12 28.7
Finland¢ . 25.6 -11 26,7
Canada . 250 a5 225
Netherlands . oo ... 243 —14 257
Germany (Federzl Republic) 232 —31 263
New Zealand o 232 07 225
Austria . 21.8 1.4 20.4
Sweden . 21.1 —0.3 21.4
haly 20.8 1.3 195
Denmarke 18.7 0.2 185
France ‘ 18.6 0.2 18.4
United Stales. 18.0 —-06 18.6
Belgiume, : 16.2 ~14 176
United Kingdom 14.7 -3 15.2

Source: See table 1.1,

» Ratios are shown in eurrent prices.

b Tetal saving rativs in Canada, the Federal Republie of Ger-
many, Japan and the United Kingdom are slightly different [rom
their respective gross investment ratios as given in table 1.1,
owing to statistical diserepancies. .

¢ Foreign saving is equal to payments for imports of goods and
services minus receipts from exports of goods and services. A
positive foreign saving reflects an excess of such payments over
receipts and a negalive foreign saving an excess ol receipts over
peyments. See also footnote & to the present chapter.

4 Excluding financing of inventories,

© 1950.1958, annual average

In all the countries, as would be expected from the
nature of their ceonomic systems, enterprise and house-
hold savings, taken together, have been far more im-
portant than government saving. And, as between the
two sources of non-government saving, the saving of
enterprises has usually been larger than that of house-
holds. In interpreting the data, however, certain statis-
tical conventions must be remembered. First, undis-
tributed profits of corpoiations are considered as
corporale saving trather than as saving accruing te
shareholders. Secondly, although net saving of unin-

Table 1-3. Level of Gross Domestic Saving,
by Sector,” 195(-1959

(Percentage of gross domestic product)

Gross General  Enler- House-
Conntry domestic governmerd  prise hold
sauing SILULRG savmng sawmng
Japan. . 28.7 5.9 12,6 10.2
Norway 271 7.3 13.6 6.2
Finland» .. . 267 130 R b
Germany (Federal
Republic) 26.3 7.7 105 81
Australia. .. 26.1 55 106 10.0
Netherlands 257 6.9 14.6 4.3
Cunada . . 225 2.9 14.6 50
New Zealand 22.5 57 9.2 7.6
Itatys . 214 23 e 19,1
Sweden. . 214 4.9 i22 4.3
Austria. o . 204 6.6 8.0 5.8
United States . 186 2.5 10.8 53
Denmark¢ ‘ 185 4.1 7.4 7.0
France. . . .. .. . . 18.4 3.9 111 3.4
Belgivmd. . 176 -05 10.0 81
United Kingdom. .~ 152 2.2 114 1.6

Source: See table 1-1

¢ The inclusion of depreciation charges in individual sectors
follows statistical convention. Thus, government saving consists
of its net saving und, wherever data are availeble, of depreciation
charges of general governmeny. Enterprise saving includes not
only net saving and depreciation charges of public and private
corporations but aiso deprecintion charges of government enter-
prises, unincorporated enterprises and housing. Household sav-
ing refers to net saving of persons, unineorporated enlerprises
and non.profit institutions.

b Exeluding financing of inventories.

® These figures refer to annual averages for 1955.1959 only;
the domestic saving ratio is therefore different from that in
table 1.2

4 1650-1958, annual average.

corporated enterpiises is included in the household
rather than the enlerprise sector, depreeiation of un-
incorporated enterprises, including that of owner-
oceupied houses, is lumped together with that of govern-
ment enterprises and public and private corporations
in enterprise saving. If it were allocated to the house-
hold sector, household saving would approximately
double in a number of countries.? A further implication
of the high concentration of depreciation in the enter-
prise sector is that, in terms of net saving, the relative
weight of this sector s much reduced; indeed for most
countries the net saving of enterprises is not more than
5 per cent of gross product and is generally smaller
than net saving of government or households. On a gross
basis, however, there is little doubt that most of the

1 Data are available for a {few countries:

Houschold saving as percentage of gross
domestic product, 1950-1859

Deprecialion of unincorporated

enterprise
Counlry
Tncluded Ereluded
Japan 131 102
Canada 95 50
France .. . . 6.7 34
Urited Kingdom 3.4 1.6

Corresponding differences will thus be reflected in saving of
enterprises
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saving decisions are made by husiness institutions
rather than by households

The relatively larger share of enterprise saving in the
total non-government saving, however, does not imply
that it is more important than household saving in ex.
plaining the inter-country differences in total saving
In faet, high-saving countries have more often bheen
characterized by high household saving than by high
enterprise saving., This is partly explained by the fact
that, as just noted, enterprise saving is a heterogeneous
item, heing especially heavily weighted by depreciation
charges which are not systematically related 1o total
saving. It should be noted further that there has been
a tendency in some cases {or a relatively high enterprise
saving to be ofiset by a low household saving, as in
Canada and the Netherlands, or vice versa, as in Den-
mark and the Federal Republic of Germany. Conse-
quently, the combined saving of enterprises and house-
holds rather than each separately appear to have been
more closely associated with total saving?

The level of government saving has usually been
somewhat smaller than that of the other two classes of
domestic saving.® But, like household saving, it has
varied guite widely among countries, It has ranged, for
example, from about 7 per cent of gross domestic prod-
uct in Austria, the Federal Republic of Germany, the
Netherlands and Norway, to less than 3 per cent in the
United Kingdom and the United States and to a deficit
in Belgium. By and large, the countries with high total
saving ratios have also been among those with high
government saving ratios. Moreover, they have tended
to derive a relatively high proportion of total saving
from government saving. Thus, a number of the high-
saving countries have oblained more than one-quarter
of total saving from the government sector while, for

5 This combined saving is not, however, identical with the
saving of the private secter since enterprise saving also includes
gross saving of publie cerporations together with depreciation
charges of government enterprise. For a number of countries,
separate data for saving of private enterprises (that is, gross
saving ef private corporations and depreciation of unincor-
porated enterprises, including that of owner-occupied hounses)
can bhe ebtained. The saving of the private sector as a whole is
then as follows:

Private seving in sclected countries, 1950-1959
{pereentage of gross domestic product)

Tolal Private
Counlrys privale seclor enterprises Hougeholds
Australin 19.6 9.6 100
lopan . 210 08 102
Canada . . 82 13.2 50
Netherlands 170 127 4.3
United States | i52 10.0 5.3
Belgiumb, 173 9.2 81
United Kingdom 115 98 16

Saurce: See table 1.1

® Countries are arranged in descending order of total gross
saving as a perceniage of gross domestic product

b Average 1950-1958,

% Net saving of government enterpiises is included in govern-
ment saving. Depreciation of government enterprises cannot
usually be separated frem that of other enterprises and is there-
fore included in enterprise saving.

some of the low-saving countries, government saving
has contributed no more than one-eighth to the total
It may alse be observed that the positive association
between gross saving ratios and general government
saving ratios also applies when government saving is
teplaced by saving of the public sector

A feature common to all the industrial countries has
heen the minor role played by foreign saving in the total
supply.® It is true that the rapid post-war development
of & number of industrial countries was greatly facili-
tated by substantial aid from the United States. There
is no doubt, however, that such aid has not played an
important part in the industrial areas since the mid-
nineteen fifties. On the contrary, the demands upon
them to increase their capital aid to the less developed
areas have been mounting. In fact, the net inflow of
foreign saving in no case reached the level of 3 per
cent of gross domestic product, and in some countries
it has been well below one per cent, In half of the
countries foreign saving has actually been a negative
quantity. Those countiies which have benefited sig-
nificantly from foreign saving, such as Australia,
Canada and Norway, have been particularly attractive
to foreign capital by virtue of such special circum-
stances as their resource pattein or their geographic or
political affinity with the main capital exporting coun-
tries. While, therefore, there appears to have been a
slight positive association hetween the level of total
saving among countries and the supply of foreign sav-
ing, the marginal nature of foreign saving deprives it

“In the present discussion, the government sector refers to
general government only because data en saving of government
enterprises and public corporations are not available fer many
countries, For those for which datw are available, the combined
saving of general government and public enterprises, that is,
the public sector as a whole, is zs [ollows:

Public saving in selected countries, 1950-1959
(percentage of gross domestic product)

Tolul Public
Coundrys publie scclor enlerprises
Australia 6.6 1.1
Japan 7.9 ig
Canada 43 14
Netheriands R 88 149
United States 3.4 4.9
Belgiumb . 03 0.8
United Kingdom . 38 15

* Countries are arranged in descending order of total gross
saving as a percentage of gross domestic produet.
b Average 1950.1958.

& Toreign saving refers to the deficit of the nation on current
account in goods and services st current priees. A positive for.
cign suving reflects an excess of current payments over receipts
aund a negative foreign saving an excess of current receipts over
payments, Foreign saving thus defined dees not include net cur-
rent trunslers to or from the rest of the world, Correspondingly,
saving of the pgeneral government and the houschold sector aiso
excludes such net current transfers. For most countries under
consideration the net amount involved in such transfers was
small for the peried as a whole, the main exceptions being Japan
and the United States In the former country, the transfers,
muinly reparation payments, amounted to one-half of one per
cent of gross domestie product, while in the latter, which ex-
tended substential foreign aid, they represented 0.7 per cent of
gross domestic produet.
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of much significance, particularly by comparizon with
stmilar relationships for other components of saving.

Taken together, these four sources of saving provide
the tolal saving available to each country for domestic
investment. Because levels of saving in the three do-
mestic sectors have varied so widely among countries,
there have been considerable differences in the level
of total saving. As a percenlage of gross domeslic
product, total saving has been almost twice as large in
the high-saving countries as in the low-saving countries,
And the disparity is even more striking if the com-
parison is made in terms of netl, rather than of gross,
saving (see table 1-4}. Among most countries, the pro-
portion of oulput absorbed in depreciation has been
fairly uniform. being clustered around 8 to 10 per cenl
of output, To some extent this refleets the fact that the
rate of depreciation is related to the stock of capilal
and its composition in terms of depreciable assets; and
since output is also related lo the stock and composition
of capital, this means that depreciation as & propertion
of output does nol vary pgreatly among countries”
Acecordingly, the spread in net saving among countiics
has been wider than in gross saving

Table 1-4. Levels of Gross and Net Domestic
Saving, 1950-1959

{Percentage of gross demestic produnt
& & H

(irusy Net

Coamnfry domestic Deprecin- domestic

setny li'l)ll iRy
Japan my 0 213
Norway 271 94 172
Finland« . . ‘ MmNy 540 217
Germany {Federad Republic) 203 9.1 172
Australia | 201 20 202
Nethe:lands 25.7 94 159
Canadla . 225 i I
New Zealand 225 66 15.9
Austria 2001 Tl 133
laly . 195 8.9 0.0
United States 8.6 8.7 u.Y
Denmark" 8.5 61 121
France 14+ 93 9.1
Belzium?. . 176 07 B
United Kingdom 152 80 7.2

Sonree: See table 1.1,

v Exelmding financing of invenlories

b 1950-1958, annual average.
¥ The depreciation rutio is, of course, also affected by the dif-
ferences amonyg countrics in depreciation practives. A higher
deprecistion rate, for example, might e expected in o countey
where aceclerated depreciation atlowances are grasted by the
goveriment for 1ax purposes. Dilferences in depreciation pracs
tices, topether with differcnees in the compuosition of capilal
stock, are probaldy mujor reasons why, among industrial coun-
trics, o high average capital-omtpat ratio is not closely associatod
with a high depreciation ratio; or, conversely For example,
while the refatively high depreciation charges in the Nether-
lands and Norway are associated with relatively high capital-
utitput raties, and low depreciation charges in Japan with a low
capial-output ratio, extreme differenees in deprecigtion charges
in Australia and Canada are asseeiated with similar eapital
sulput ratios

GOVERNMENT SAVING

Though not a primary explanation of differences
among countries in the proportion of saving to income,
the saving of general government has contributed in
some degree 1o the diversity of experience. As has been
noted, the countries in which total saving has been rela-
tively high have also been among those in which the
saving of government has been high; moreover, in these
vountries, government saving has generally accounted
for a higher share of tolal saving.

The determinants of saving by goveinment ave ob-
viously quite distinet {from those moulding the saving
of income recipients in the private sector. Besides being
able 1o vary the proportion of ils income expended on
constmption as can other savers, government is unique
in its ability to alter the level of its income by legista-
tive action. Government saving, in other words, is the
outcome of a complex of policies affecting the level of
s income as well as the pattern ol ity expenditure
Within wide [imits, revenue and expenditure policies
can be mutually adjusted to each other to yield many
different levels and combinations of income, consump-
tion and saving. Explanation of the diflerences among
countties in the level of government saving must there-
fore be sought both in revenue or tax polivies and in
expenditure policies: or. more correctly. since these are
interrelated pelicies, it must be sought in hscal poliey
as & whole.

As a first step in the disentanglement of the several
strands of fscal policy that determing seving, income
may be compared with saving. This is doue in cha 1-2
where government disposable income has heen plotled

Chart 12, Levels of General Government
Disposable Income and Saving, 1950-1959

(Percentupe of zross domestic produet
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against government saving, both expressed as percent.
ages of gross domestic product. What emerges is evi-
dence of a fairly clear relationship between the level
of government disposable income and the level of sav-
ing. In countries where government has absorbed a
relatively high proportion of total income, the level of
government saving has also tended to he relatively high;
and conversely.

The differences among countries in the level of gov-
ernment saving, hewever, have been related in a dis
tinctive way to the proportion of total income absorbed
by government. Government saving has not only tended
to be higher in countries where the share of government
disposable income has been larger; as may be seen
from table 1.5, it has also tended to account for a
larger proportion of government disposable income in
countries where the share of such income has been
largesr.

Table 1-5. Level of General Government Saving,

1950-1959
Gross saving
Gross Disposable  {percentane
saving® incamen b a
Counlry (percentage of yross yoverament
. domestic product) dispasable
fngorme}
Finland .. . .. o 13.0 253 o4
Germany (Federal Republic) 7.7 216 357
Norway . L . 7.3 19.6 314
Netherlands 6.9 210 326
Austria 6.6 20.0 328
Japan. . . 5.9 16.4 362
New Zealand 3.7 173 33.2
Australia 55 152 362
Sweden, 4.9 215 230
Denmarke 4.1 16.3 24.8
France 39 181 214
{anada. 29 167 174
United States | 25 20.3 12,1
Italyd, . 23 .7 153
Uniled Kingdom 22 196 114
Belgiums, —0.5 i0.8 —48

Saurce: See table 1-1
» Tncluding depreciation where data are uvailable
b Disposable ineome of povernment is the current income
availuble for the purchase of goods and services For its com.
onents, sze table 1.6
© 1950.1958, anaual average
4 1955.1959, annual average.

The most interesting aspect of the above relationship
is its corollary. This is that the differences among coun-
tries in the shate of government disposable income are
much greater than the diferences in the share of govern-
ment consumption expenditure. As 2 share of gross
produet, government consumption expenditure of most
countries, as may be seen in table 1-6, has been within
the small range of 12 to 14 per cent in spite of differ-
ences in per capita income, The substantial differences
among countries in the level of government saving are
thus, in a sense, explainable by the variations in the

level of government disposable income and the simi-
larities in the level of consumption expenditure.

Two notable exceptions to this general tendeney are
the United Kingdom and the Uniled States Govern-
ment eonsumption expenditure in these two countries
amounted to about 18 per cent of gross domestic
product, being much higher than in most other coun-
tries of the group. Though government civil consump-
tion expenditure has not been as high in these two
countries as in some others, the exceptionally high
levels of defence expenditure have raised their total
consumption expenditure well above that of other
countries. Thus, despite fairly high levels of govern-
ment disposable income, government saving has been
refatively low. By contrast, Australia and Japan have
recorded relatively high levels of government saving
though disposable income has not been correspondingly
high. In these two countries government consumption
has been relatively low; its claim on output has, in fact,
been about haif of that in the United Kingdom and the
United States.

The relationship between government expenditure on
eonsumplion and government dispesable income iz a
useful first step in exposition, but it clearly needs
elaboration. Expenditure on consumption and dis-
posable income have so far been considered as though
they were determined independently of each other, and
this is clearly not so, Further, the other component of
government expenditure, namely, investment, has been
ignored. When investmenl as well as conswmption ex-
penditure is tzken into account, the interdependence of
government income and government total expenditure
hecomes more apparent. The addition of this dimension
helps towards a fuller explanation of the elements of
government policy giving rise to the wide differences
among countries in the level of government saving

The interdependence of government income and ex-
penditure obviously does not mean that they balance
each other out exactly. Indeed, the discrepancies be-
tween revenue and expendilure are of major importance
for general economic policy. It is nevertheless clear
that, when total income and expenditure are considered,
by far the greatest part of each offsets the other. From
this, it follows that, since the share of government dis-
posable income in total income has varied widely among
countiies whereas the share of government consumption
expenditure has not, the differences in the level of
government saving has been, to some extent, associated
with corresponding diflerences in the level of govern-
ment investment. This is illustrated by the comparison
between saving and investmenl, both expressed as per-
centages of disposable income, which s given in chart
1.3, That a high level of saving has been nssociated
with a high level of investment does not necessarily
mean that governments, in the formulation of their
budgetary policies, have simply sought to adjust their
saving to fixed programmes of investment. In the annual
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Levels of Government Disposable Income and Components of Inecome
and Expenditure, 1950-1959

(Percentage of gross domestic produet)

Table 1.0.

Disposable e:;ff ! Driveel dares Tndirect
income wf  indirect taxes Nt . Other Consunption of yoveramen!
Counlry govern- {axey Howse- Care minus Iransfers®  fncomev B e S
mends minus Tolal held purele  subaidies Total Civil Defence
subsidies
Finland. . . . .. .. 25.3 Co D . 4.1 123 . 3.0 12.3 10.7= 160
Germany (Federal Republic) 216 32.0 18.0 14.9 31 14.0 ~12.3 1.9 13.9 10.1 3.8
Sweden . . . 215 26.2 18.3 14.9 34 7.9 ~5.7 1.0 16.5 116 4.9
Netherlands 21.0 285 183 14.4 3.9 10.2 w73 (2 14.1 8.9 52
United States . 203 257 17.2 11.9 53 85 -41 —13 17.8 75 104
Austria. . . 20.0 30.1 189 16.8 21 11.2 116 15 134 11.9 1.5
United Kingdom 19.6 277 15.8 10.7 5.1 119 -59 -—22 17.3 9.4 7.9
Norway 19.6 25.0 15.7 118 3.9 9.3 —5.4 — 12.3 8.8 3.5
france . . 18.1 20.3 14.1 12.0 2.1 15.2 ~107 05 14.3 844 50O
New Zealand 17.3 249 17.8 12.9 49 71 - 8.3 0.7 il.5 9.0 2.5
Canada. . . 16.7 229 11.2 6.4 4.8 17 -6.1 —0.2 13.8 1.7 6.1
Japan . 16.4 19.6 10.3 68 35 94 =27 —06 10.5 S .
Denmarke 16.3 225 124 11.0 1.3 10.1 —6.4 0.2 i2.3 96 27
Australiz . 152 21.9 11.5 8.0 3.5 10.5 -50 ~18 9.7 63 3.4
Italyt 4.7 3.2 57 . . 12.5 w30 0.5 12.4 86 3.8
Belgiome 10.8 211 13.1 11.0 21 80 -92 w11 113 7.7 36

¢ Estimated [rom 1953-1959 annual aversge.
9 Estimated from 1954-1959 annual average
= 1950.1958, annusl average.
£1955-1959, annual average.

Source: See table 1.3,

* Including depreciation where data are available.

b Net transfers are shown with & reversal of sign as a deduetion
from government income.

Chart 1-3, Levels of General Government
Investment and Saving, 1950-1959

(Percentage of government disposable income)

budgets of general government, both saving and in-
vestment are variables that may be adjusted in opposite
directions because of changes in budgetary policy aflect-

ing the relationship between total revenue and expendi- -
ture; this is discussed more {ully in a later section of S0 *
the present chapter. Nevertheless, in explanation of g N
the wide differences among countries in the level ol 84T G -o A J
government saving that have prevailed during the past g - +Ne )
decade as a whole, it is evident that differences in the £ P2 s
level of government investment have been tmportant. In & 20~ ) i ¢
countries where the investment of general government T Juk US
in public services, such as schools, hospitals, roads or g or
publicly-ewned housing, has been relatively large, the vk
level of government saving has heen relatively high. :
Australia and Japan, {or instance, are cases in point, e i P T = %
Conversely, where investment of general government General goversment investment
hins been relatively small, government saving has been A Australia f — ttaly
relatively low, 8 — Belgium } — Japan

It will be noted from chart 1-3, however, that in a S:SZ,’,‘;‘;’;} ﬁﬁ:ﬁi‘,’:’;'ﬁ““
number of countries the ratio of the saving of general £1 ~— Finland § — Sweden

~ F — France UK — United Kingdom

government to ils disposable income lhas been sig- US — United Stafes
nificantly diflerent [rom the ratio of its investment lo
disposable income In most instances, the saving ralio
has been higher than the investment ratio. This means
that general government has been a net saver in relation
to the rest of the economy. lis total consumplion and
investment expenditure, laking one year with the next
throughout the last decade, has been less than its dis-
posable income. In some of these counlries, the accumu-

G - Germany (Federal Republic)

Source: See table 1-1.

ment saving has been partly utilized for the financing
of investment in public enterprises. In several countries,
excess saving has also been partially utilized to provide
financial resources for investment in the private sector;
in the Federal Republic of Germany, for example,

lation of excess saving has been related lo government
policy with regard to the financing of public enter-
prises. In France and Norway, for example, govern-

capital transfers [rom government saving have often
been made to premote private investment, But such
institutional arrangements have varied considerably
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from counlry to country. In contrast to [rance and
Norway, for example, excess saving to finance invest-
ment in public enterprises has not heen 1elied upon so
much in the United Kingdom where the government
has sought to oblain the finance by borrowing on the
open market. Thus, such institutional diflerences have
been an additional factor accounting for differences
among countries in the level of saving,

Not al] of the variation among countries in the excess
of government saving over investment, however, is ex-
plainable in terms of such institutional differences. As
noted carlier, il is a matter of general budgetary policy
whether total revenue and expenditure exactly halance
ont And in some countries, such as the Federal Re-
public of Germany, the Netherlands and Norway, bud-
getary policy over the last decade as a whole has been
adapted to yield an excess of tolal income over total
expenditure, In the Federal Republic of Germany, for
instance, the level of investment in the general govern-
ment and public enterprise seclors has been relatively
low, the level of government saving has been very
high. The bioad aim of government policy has been to
stimulate privale investment and, within this context,
eovernment saving has been maintained at a high level
mainty {or anti-inflationary purposes.

This reference to general budgetary policy serves as
a reminder that, in the final analysis, the level of gov-
ernment saving is lhe oulcome of policies with regard
to the level of revenue as well as to the level and pat-
tern of expenditure. It is true that high levels of govern.
ment saving have generally been associated with rela.
tively high levels of government investment in the
seneral government or public enlerprise sectors, but it is
also true, as noted earlier, that these high levels of sav-
ing have been associaled with relatively high levels of
government disposable income In other words. difler-
ences among countries in taxation policy must also be
included in the explanation,

The disposable income available o government de-
pends primarily on ils tax policy, but it is not identical
to total tax revenue. For the anaiyslb of governmenl
saving, disposahle income in the present study has been
defined as the sum of tolal direct taxes. net indirect
taxes and other income minus net transfers; net in-
direct taxes are equal lo total indirect taxes minus subi-
sidics. In all countries, direct and net indirect taxes are
the majot sources of revenue. other income being small
or negative (see table 1.6).

{n most countries, there are considerable diflerences
hetween tolal tax vevenue on the one hand and govern.
ment disposable income on the other. These diffcrences
arise very largely because of the substantial nei trans
fers made by governments in all industrinl countries.
These have been particalarly large in such countries as
Aunstria. Delgivm. the Federal Republic of Germany
and France. The size of these net transfers, however,

have not been associated in any systematic way with the
level of total tax revenue or, consequently, with the level
of disposable income. For example, in the Federal Re-
public of Germany, the high level of net transfers has
been accompanied by a high level of tax revenue, so that
disposable income has none the less been relatively
targe; but in Belgium, large net transfers combined
with relatively low tax revenue has reduced the level
of disposable income.

In most countries, direct taxation accounls for the
larger part of total tax revenue and the differences
among countries in the level of direct taxes are the most
important single reason for the variations in total
revenue. Haly, however, is 2 notable exception; as is
typical of a less advanced economy, net indirect taxes
have been by far the larger source of revenue. Revenue
from net indirect taxes has also been important in
accotnting for the differences in the total revenue of
some countries; in the Federal Republic of Germany
and France, for example, revenue from net indirect
taxes has been particularly high, whereas in New Zea-
land and Sweden 1t has been unusually low. Among
most countries, however, the diff erences in revenue from
net indirect laxes have not been as great as the chfier-
ences in revenue from direct taxes,

The differences among countiies in revenue from
direct taxes have primarily reflected variations in the
effective rate of taxation on the houschold sector, and,
principally, on personal incomes. It might be thought
that the differences among countries in the average effec-
tive rate of tax on personal incomes would be associated
with the degree of progression in their 1ax systems. So
far as the data allow of generalization, however, this
does not appear to be so. The evidence, in fact, suggests
that a relatively high average effective rate has been
accompanied by a relatively high effective rate for the
fower-incoime groups as well as for the higher-income
groups '* Typically, the eflective rate for the top 10
per cent of incomes has been around 20 per cent, but it
appears to have been somewhat higher in countiies
where the average effective rate has been greater; for
the bottom 50 per cent of incomes, the effective rate
has been aboul 5 per cent, but again it appears to have
heen higher in countries where the average eflective
rate has been grealer. In other words, while over one-
hall of all revenue from personal income taxes has
frequently been derived from the top 10 per cent of
incomes, there is no evidence thal this share is higher
in countries with relatively high average eflective rates
of tax. Differences among countries in the level of
revenue {rom personal income lax would thus appear
to be explainable more in teims of differences in the
level of tax applying to both the higher and the lower

1 The generalizations in the text are hased on an examination
of the distzilution of income by size and of income taxes in
nine ecountries While sach data, ehiefly derived from tax statis-
ties, are not strictly comparable hetween countries because of
differences in definition and eoverage of income, income wniks
and laxes, they are saflicient to yield broad conciusions.
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income groups rather than in terms of differences in
tax rates between these groups.

This conclusion might appear to be in conflict with
the known fact that the statutory marginal rates of in-
come tax are appreciably higher in some industrial
countries than in others. In Japan; the United Kingdom
and the United States, for example, these marginal
rates have been very high, rising to about 90 per cent
in certain instances. But it has to be remembered that
these very high rates apply only at the margin to very
high incomes and, as a part of the top 10 per cent of
incomes, these incomes may not be large. Thus, the tax
yield from these high statutory rates may be very small
in relation to total tax revenue. It is also widely ree-
ognized that there are many financial arrangements
whereby taxable income at the highest levels may be
reduced by conversion of part of income into jncome
in kind or capital gains which do not attract the high
tax rates.

In comparison to personal income taxes, taxes on
corporations have been a much less important source
of revenue from direct taxes. In Canada, New Zealand,
the United Kingdom and the United States, however,
revenue from corporate taxes has been considerably
more important than in most of the other countries.
Besides the rates of taxation, the relative levels of rev-
enue from corporate taxes in the various countries have
been affected by the size of the corporate sector in the
economy and the level of corporate incomes. These lat-
ter two factors are reflected in the ratio of corporate
income to gross output; and this ratio has been par-
ticularly important in accounting for inter-country dif-
ferences in the level of revenue from corporate taxes.
For example, the higher levels of revenue in Canada,
the United Kingdom and the United States compared
with the Federal Republic of Germany are wholly
ascribable to the higher level of corporate income. "

In summary, there has been some tendency for coun-
tries with high levels of total saving to have high levels
of government saving, and conversely. In countries
where the level of government saving has heen high, tax
revenue has generally been relatively large Differences
among countries in the level of tax revenue have pri-
marily reflected differences in average effective rates
of direct tax, and not in the degree of progression in
direct tax rates between the upper and lower income
groups. A large tax revenue, however, has not neces-
sarily implied high government saving; in the United
Kingdom and the United States, in particular, heavy
defence expenditure has substantially reduced govern-
ment income available for saving. Differences among
countries in the level of government saving have also
been related to differences in the level of jnvestment
in the general government sector or in the financial re-
lationship between government and public enterprises.

11 See tables 1-11 and 1-12 below.

In certain instances, anti-inflationary budgetary policy
may also have contributed to a higher level of saving.

HousEnorp saving

Of the several sources of saving, the diversity among
countries in the level of household saving as a per-
centage of gross domestic product is of particular in.
terest. It is this whick, more than any ene of the other
classes of saving, has contributed to the differences in
the level of total saving. In absolute terms, the volume
of household saving has been less than that of govern-
ment saving in some countries, and in all countries it
has been less than the volume of enterprise saving. But
of all the sectors, saving behaviour in the houschold
sector has been the least uniform.

Unlike that of the government sector, the share of
the household sector in disposable income has not been
of much relevance to an explanation of differences
among countries in the sector’s level of saving. House-
holds absorb the bulk of total income in all countries;
accordingly, differences of a few perceniage points in
household disposable income as a propeition of gr088
domestic product do nol, as in the case of government
income, imply large percentage variations among coun-
tries. In most countries, household disposable income
has, in fact, ranged from about two-thirds to ashout
seven-tenths of gross domestic product'® (see table 1.7
and chart 1-4). Variations in the share of this sector

Table 1.7. Levels of Household Saving and
Disposable Income," 1950.1959

bi Saving
Country Saving i’i’éﬁﬁf& fe (plfz;ﬂ:g;x‘;rié of
{percentage of gross dfaposabie
dumeslic product) incomae)
Japan . 10.2 67.6 15.2
Australia ... . ., .. 100 72.6 13.7
Germany (Federal Republic) 8.1 678 12.0
Belgium®. . . . 81 B0.5 10.0
Finlande. 8.1 679 119
New Zealand 7.6 725 10.4
Denmarkb 70 76.1 9.3
Norway .. 6.2 06.2 9.3
Austria, . 5.8 720 8.1
United States .. 5.3 693 76
Canada . 50 67.6 7.4
Sweden ‘ 4.3 66 6 6.4
Netherlands . 4.3 65.6 6.3
France . . . 3.4 70.5 4.9
United Kingdom 1.6 69.7 23

Source: See table 1.1,

* The household sector includes unincorperated enterprises
and private non-profit institutions Disposabﬁ: income refers to
household income minus direct taxes (including such items as
fines, penalties and donations),

v 1950.1958, annual average.

¢ 1954.195Y, annual average.

2 The difference between gross domestic product and house.
held disposable income is accounted for by net factor income
from abrond, indirect taxes net of subsidies, depreciation, cor-
porate net saving, net transfers from povernment and direct
taxes on households.
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have, of course, necessarily had their counterpart in
opposite variations in shares of other sectors. Thus, the
unusually high share in Belgium has been related to
the low proportion of government disposable income,
and in Australia, Austria, Denmark and New Zealand,
the high shares have been oflset by the relatively small
proportions absorbed in depreciation.

Chart 1-4. Levels of Household Disposable
Income and Saving, 1950-1959
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Explanation of the diversity among countries in the
level of household saving as a percentage of gross domes-
tic product thus turns very largely on the factors that
account for differences in the proportion of household
disposable income that is saved. That the differences
among countries in the distribution of household dis-
posable income between consumplion and saving have
been very large can be easily seen from table 1-7; as
a proportion of income, levels of saving over the nine-
teen Afties as a whole have, in the extreme instances,
exhibited more than a sixfold difference.

One possible explanation for this diversity that im-
mediately comes to mind is the diflerences among coun-
tries in levels of per capita real income. It is well known
that, within a country, the higher income groups tend
to save a larger proportion of income; and it might
reasonably be expected that, other things being equal,
the same would hold true among countries. {n fact,
however, [or the industrial countries during the period
of the nineteen filties, there appears Lo have been little
consistent relationship between inter-country diflerences
in the level of per capita real income and in the propor-
tion of household income that is saved {see table 1.8).
For instance, in the highest income countries, such as
Canada and the United States, the level of household
saving has not been notably high; nor can the relatively
high level of saving in the Federal Republic of Ger-
many, as compared with France or the United Kingdom,
be explained by ils comparative level of per capita real
income. Indeed, it is striking that the country with the
highest level of houschold saving. namely, Japan, also
happens to be the poorest country in the group.

Lvidently, then, saving habits have varied so much
{rom country lo country as lo obscure any effect of
differences in per capita real income levels. It is, of
course, possible that, in any particular historical period,
a lack of association between levels of saving and levels
of per capita real income may emerge because real in-
come in some countries has failen below accustomed
standards. In these circumstances, there may he a
tendency for individuals to reduce their saving in order
to protect their eonsumption levels. There is reason to
suppose that this was probably of some importance in
certain industrial countries during the immediate post-
war years when incomes had not yet been restored to
their pre-war levels. In a few countries, household
saving was, in [act, negalive for a time. But itis evident
that, for the period under review here, this {actor cannot
go far towards explaining the lack of association be-
tween saving and real income. Pre.war real income
levels were surpassed in most countries by the begin-
ning of the period. Even in the case of Japan, whose re-
covery to pre-war levels was later than that of any other
country of the group, the pre-war peak was exceeded by
the middle of the nineteen fifties.

For the period under review, it is much more relevant
to consider the relalive rates of increase in real per
capita disposable income as a possible lactor contribut-
ing to the diversity in saving levels. The leve! of real
per capita disposable income has certainty been rising
in almost all the industrial countries since 1950, bul
the disparity in rates of growth among couatries has
been considerable. And given this wide disparity, it
would not be unreasonable 10 expect that a higher pro-
portion of income might be saved in couniries where
the tate of growth in income was greater. On the one
hand, it is obvious that a slow rate of growth in real
income of the order of one o1 2 per cent may be easily
ahsorbed by rising consumption. On the other hand, a
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Table 1.8. Indices and Annual Rate of Growth of Real Disposable Income
Per Capita, 1938 to 1950 and 1950 to 1959

Annual rofe of

Index of Index of real growth tn
reud dizposable disposable income real disposable
Connfryn income per capila income
per cupita, per capifa,
1950 o 1059 1950 855 1958 1850 to 1958

(runk)b (1838 == 100} (percenlage)
Japan 14 67 98 127 7.3
Australias,. .. . .. . . .. 3 166 164 167 —
Germany {Federal Republic} .. . 11 93¢ 1404d 170¢ 6.9
New Zealande .. . 4 167 162 164 —0.2
Belgiume. 5 e . - 2.4
Norway. . 10 120 138 146 2.2
Denmarks. 9 117 118 129 1.3
Austria. . 13 102 149 183 6.7
United States 1 149 161 170 15
Canada . 2 167 183 197 1.8
Sweden. .. . 6 111 129 137 2.4
Netherlands. . 12 89 121 130 4.4
France .. . .. 7 117 146 157 3.3
United Kingdom 8 106 122 134 2.6

Source: See table 1-1.

= Countries are arranged in descending order of
ievel of houschold saving as a percentage of house-
hold disposable income, 1950-1059,

v The ranking of each country is based on veal
disposable income per capite converted into United
States dollars by their respective official exchange
rates in 1955, For comparison, real disposable in-
comes of eight European countries were converted
into United States doliars by the purchasing power
of currencies, based either on United States price
struclure or on an average Eurcpean price siruc-
ture; these data were obtained from Organisation
for European Lconomic Co.operation, Comparative

much faster rate of growth may result both in a rise
in the absolute level of consumption and in an increase
in the proportion of income that is saved, primarily
because levels of consumption adjust only gradually to
rapidly growing incomes.

The evidence does, in {act, suggest that, for the period
under review, relative rates of growth in real income
were of some imporlance in explaining the dillerences
among countries in saving levels. While the relationship
does not appear to have been close, the contrast between
the extreme cases is striking.’® In the Federal Republic
of Germany and Japan, for example, the remarkably
high rates of growth in per capita disposable income
have obviously facilitated the attzinment of high levels
ol household saving. By contrast, the relatively low
level of saving in the United Kingdom would appear to
have been influenced by the limited growth in income.
It is true that the divergent rates of growth in real in-
come among countries are related to similar divergences
in levels of investment; and, since high o1 low levels of
investment necessarily imply high o1 low levels of
saving, the level ol saving and the rate of growth in
1eal income are interrelated variables Bul there appear
to be some grounds for maintaining that high rates of

13 As discussed later, relative rates of growth in income have
assumed a more deminant role in accounting for inter-country
differences in the trend of household saving.

National Products and Price Levels, by Milton Gil-
bert and associates (Paris, 1958) end An Inter.
national Comparisen of Natienal Product and the
Purchasing Power of Currencies, by Milton Gilbert
and Irving B. Kravis (Paris, 1954) " While the exaet
renking of countries varies according lo the par-
ticular conversion rates cmployed, the resulis are
broadly similar.

¢ Calculated from the average of 1950/51 and
1951/52 as the base period, vather than lrem a
single year as in the case of other countries, owing
to the abnormaliy high level of income in 1950/51.

4 1936 = 100.

v 1950.1958.

investment, through fostering high 1ates of growth in
per capita disposable income, may have facilitated the
realization of higher levels of saving in the household
sector.

In some countries, the special nature of their experi-
ence during the nineteen fifties has weakened the lnk
between rates of growth and saving levels. In Australia
and New Zealand the high saving levels for the period
as 2 whole reflected chiefly the unusually high levels
achieved during the Korean boom, when expert incomes
were rising very rapidly. The subsequent declines in per
capita real disposable income from the peak level were
actually accompanied by substantial falls in the level of
saving. On the other hand, the level of saving in Austria
and the Netherlands was strongly affected by opposite
evenis. In the early nincteen hities, purchases by con-
sumers, especially in Austria, to 1eplenish stocks
damaged or depleted duzing the Second World War
depressed the level of saving. However, the subsequent
rapid increases in real income raised saving to substan-
tially higher levels.

But, aside {rom special eircumstances, it is clear that
other faclors besides the relalive 1ates of growth in
income have lain behind the dilferences in levels of
household saving Of particular impertance are the
differences among countries in the distribution of in-
come,
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Since the higher income groups generally devote a
larger proportion of their incomes to saving, differences
in the size distribution of income must have had signifi-
cant effects on levels of saving. Lack of comparable data
on the size distribution of income makes it impossible
to trace the eflects with any precision ** However, com-
parison of the differences in the distribution of income
by source can be used as an approximation. Broadly
speaking, the higher the relative share of non-wage in-
comes in total household income the higher tends to be
the share of saving. For, income from property gener-
ally accrues to persons with high incomes; and the
self-employed, who consist largely of entrepreneurs and
farmers, normally devote a larger proportion of their
incomes to saving than other groups with comparahle
incomes, as there are strong incentives for the former
group to accumulale saving for business expansion.
Thus, as can be seen {rom table 1-9 and chart 1.5, there
has been a fairly close association between diflerences

Table 1-9. Composition of Household Income,

1950-1959
{Percentage)
Ircome
Compensi- from
fion properly  Government
Counlrys of und frangfers

employees  enlrepre-

nearshipb
Japan . 49.4 46.0 4.6
Australia . . .. . 607 33.0 6.2
Germany (Federal Republic)  55.6 29.7 14.8
Finlande. . . . . . . 634 28.2 8.4
New Zealand . 553 35.0 9.7
Belgiumd . . o461 3.8 101
Norway. . 59.4 33.1 7.5
Denmark® 53.0 302 7.8
Austria. . 539 327 13.4
United States . 701 24.9 5.0
Canada 06,7 4.9 8.4
Sweden . ‘ . 699 21.8 83
Netherlands . . . 58.5 34.8 97
France . ‘ . 524G 342 12.9
United Kingdom .. 728 19.8 7.4

Saurce: See tuble 1.1

* Countries ure arranged in descending order of ratio of saving
of households to disposable income of households

b Less interest on consumer debt, where data are available

= 1954-1939, annual average

4 1950-1958, unnual average

14 The sample surveys available for o few countries appear to
suggest that even with a more or less similar size distribution
of inceme, differences in the level of household saving may have
slso reflected differences in the saving behaviour of particuiar
income groups. In the United Kingdom, for example, the low
level of saving may have been related to the fact that nepative
saving has oceurred well beyond the average income level, while
in the United States it has disappeared before the average in.
come has been reached. Among the wapge earners, o higher
proportion of negative savers has been found in the United
Kingdom than in Denmark snd Sweden. See, Det Statistiske
Departement, Opsparing i lonmodiagerhusstandene 1955 (Co-
penhagen} ; Konjunkturinstitutet, Hushdllens sparande dr 1955
tStockholm) ; H. F. Lydall, British Incomes and Saving {(Ox-
ford, 19585) and M. F. Erritt and I, L. Nicholson, “The 1955
Savings Survey”, Oxford University Institute of Statistics, Bul-
letin, val. 20, No. 2 {Oxford, 1058)

Chart 1-5.  Level of Household Income from Prop.
erty and Entrepreneurship and Level of House-
hold Saving, 1950-1959
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in the level of saving and in the relative share of income
derived from property and entrepreneurship. For in-
stance, this share has been relatively high in Australia
and Japan where the level of saving has also been high;
conversely, both have been low in Sweden and the
United Kingdom. Were more direct information availa-
ble on differences among countries in the size distribu-
tion of income, it seems probable that the association
between levels of saving and income distribution would
emerge still more clearly.'®

15 [t may be noted that the influence of government transfer
payments on levels of household saving does net eppear to have
been of much significance Though the contribution of transier
payments to household disposable income has varied quite widely
from coustry to country, there is no evidence of any relation-
ship between the size of these payments and the proportion of
household dispesable income that is saved. For example, large
transfers in France have been accompanied by a low level of
saving, but equally large transfers in Austria bave been accom-
panied by a high level of saving. The largest transfers have
occurred in the TFederal Republic of Germany where the level
of saving has been strikingly high.
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While the distribution of income and the rate of in
erease in real income have probably been the lwo factors
of primary importance in accounting for differences in
saving levels, there have also been other forces, more
specific to individual countries, which have modified
saving behaviour in the houschold sector. One such
factor is the age composition of the population. For
instanee, since old people, whose working lives have
passed, generally save little o1 even dis-save, a high
proportion of old people in the population will tend to
depress the level of saving in the household sector. This
has probably affected saving adversely in such countries
as France and the United Kingdom where the aged
account for a relatively high share of the population.
Another demographic [actor which may also have been
of some importance in cerlain countiies is the rate of
immigration. Among new immigrants seeking to estab-
lish themselves in a strange environment, the motivation
for saving may be particularly strong. Saving behaviour
in the household sectors of Australia, Canada and the
Federal Republic of Germany may thus have been
favourably influenced by the large incursion of immi-
grants. Other specific factors which may have given rise
to differences in saving behaviour are the level of liguid
assets al the ontsel of the period and the extent of growth
in private house ownership. The motive to accumulate
liquid assets lor contigencies may. for example, have
been stronger in such a country as the Federal Republie
of Germany. where such assets had heen severely de-
pleted after the Second World War and the monetary ie-
form, than in countries where the war and its altermalh
augmented. vather than diminished. the supply of Heuid
assels. Again, the residential constiaction hoorm in many
countries and the spread of house ownership may have
stimulated saving to repay morigages. Taken together,
these specific factors may have cansed appreciable dif-
ferences in the saving behaviour of individual countiies,
A comparison of the experience of the United Kingdom
with that of the Uniled S1ates reveals, for example, that
were il not for the diffesences in demographic composi-
tion, in home ownership and in the liquidity position.
the observed differences in the level of saving would
have been considerably smaller.

Althougl a precise quantitative evaluation ol the
eftect of ecach of the above-mentioned factors on the
level of saving cannot be made. it seems probable thal
the distribution of income and its 1ate of growth have
been of primary importance. though their influence
may have been considerably modified by other dactors
Farther, the set of forces determining the fevel of say-
ing in each countiy may not all have heen of equal
importance in other countries. For instance. ameng the
high-saving countries. the level of saving in Japan has
been strongly aflected by the rapid recovery from wat
destruction. by a continued high rale of increase in 1eal
per capita income and hy a distribution of income in
favour of untrepreneurship and property. In the Federal
Republic of Germany, the high rate of growth in pe

capita income has heen equally as important as in Japan.
In Austrulia and New Zealand, the high saving levels
were dominaled by the spectacular upsurges in income
and profits arising from an export boom in the carlier
vears; the behaviour of their saving has thus heen more
typical of primary producing countries than of indus-
trial countries. Among the low-saving countries, the
United Kingdom has been adversely affected by & com-
bination of slow growth of per capita income and a
low proportion of income devived from property and
entreprencurship. In addition, the high proportion of
the aged, the limited spread of home ownership and
the existence of farge liguid assets aceumulated during
the war have all served 1o restrict the level of saving,

ENTERPRISE saviNG

In all the industrial countries, the enterprise seclor
is the largest of the main sources of saving. The level
ol saving of the enlerprise sector, however, has nol
varied so widely among countries as has that of the
government or houschold sectors. Nor have the varia-
lions among countries been relaled in any consistent
way to the variations in the level of their total saving.

Not too much economic significance, however, ean
be read into the more limited variation among countries
in the level of enterprise saving. For, to a considerable
degree, this reflects no more than the heterogeneity of
the data. By statistical convention. various disparate
clements are grouped together under the heading of
saving in the enterprise sector. Saving in this seclor
includes not only the gross saving of public and private
corporatiens. but also the depreciation charges of gov-
ernment enterprises. unincorporated enterprises and
private housing. The inclusion in enterprise saving of
by far the largest part of the depieciation charges of
the whole cconomy naturally tends 1o reduce the inter-
counlry variations in its level in relation to gross domes-
tie product.

Coiporate saving, however. is none the less the domi-
nant component in total enterprise saving. While data
on corporale gross saving arc available only for a very
few countries, they suggest thal the corporate sector
generally accounts for more than two-thirds of total
enlerprise saving (see lable 1-10).

So {ar as inter-countiy variations in the evel of cor-
porate saving are converned. it is harely possible that,
i data were available for more countries, comparisons
would reveal a positive 1elationship between its level
and the level of total saving. Among the five couniries
for which data are available. Japan has had the largest
vorporale gross saving as well as the highest level of
total saving, On the other hand. the level of corporate
gross saving has been higher in the United Kingdom
than in France or the Uniled States. though the level
of its total saving has been Iower,

There are, in lacl, slrong 1easons {o supposing that
the level of gross corporate saving may not be clearly
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Table 1-10. Levels of Enterprise and Corporate
Saving, 1950-1959

(Percentage of gross domestie product)

Enlerprise  Corporate  Corporale
Caunlry Gross gross nel
santng saving saving
Canada 14.6 87 2.9
Netherlands . 146 5.4
Norway .. .. 136 . 4.0
fapan, . . 126 9,7» 5.0
United Kingdom R | 8.7 4.3
France . cewans. 111 17 1.9
United States Carae.. 108 6.8b 3.1
Australia . . ... ....... 106 4.8
Cermany (Federal Repubtic)  10.5 18
New Zealand ‘ 92 2.5
Austria 8.0 2.0
Denmarke T4 1.5

Svurce: See tubie 1.1

 1951.1959, annual average; including depreciation of govern-
ment enierprises

b Not inc[l)ading depreciation of public corporations.

= 1950.1958, annual average

associated with the level of total saving. First, it is
obvious that the size of the corporate sector may vary
appreciably among countries, This cannot be measuted
with any accuracy, but the data on net corporate in-
come before taxes which are shown in table 1.11 are
suggestive of the possible variations. A second and,
perhaps, more importani reason is thal depreciation
charges bulk large in the gross saving of the corpdrate
sector, and the size of these charges has not necessarily
any relationship to the current saving behaviour of the
communily,

The propoition of gross corporate income before
taxes set aside for depreciation is shown [or six coun-
tries in chart 1.6, [t will be seen thal, in all countries,

Table 1-11. Levels of Corporate Income and
Taxes," 1950-1959

(Fercentage of gross domestic product}

Nel corporale Corporate  Gorporale

Counlry {nconie direct disposabie
before lnzesh taxres income
United Kingdoem 12.9 51 7.9
Australia 114 35 7.9
United States B L e 5.3 54
Canada . . 104 4.8 56
New Zealand 10.0 49 5.1
Japan 8.6 3.5 51
Norwey . 85 39 4.6
Finland 6.8 4.1 28
France .. . AP N | 2.1 4.0
Germany (Federal Republic} . 538 31 2.7

Source: See table 1-1.

s« The corporale sector includes private and public corpora.
tjons, except for Australia, Japan and the Uﬁilcg Stutes, where
it includes private corporations only, owing to lack of compre-
hensive data on public corporations. Corporate income is aftes
inventory valuation adjustment wherever data are available.

b After depreciation,

Chart 1.6, Uses of Corporate Income before
Depreciation, 1956-1959"
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depreciation charges accounted for about one-hall or
more of gross saving and thal, in some countries, they
amounted to substantially more.’® Government fscal
policy with regard to depreciation allowances affects
the level of these charges; liberal depreciation allow-
ances tend to be reflected in high depreciation charges,
since the {ull use of these allowances minimizes taxes
But, in the main, the amount of income absorbed in
depreciation charges over a period of time reflects the
structure of depreciable assets in the corporate sector.
Thus, in so far as gross corporate saving is dominated
by the amounts-set aside for deprecialion, the level of
such saving is partially determined by the nature of
past investment rather than by current saving decisions.

From the point of view of current saving behaviour,
it is thus more relevant to consider corporate net sav-
ing than corporate gross saving. Corporate net saving
as 2 percentage of gross domestic product is shown for
twelve countries in table 1.10, It will be seen that, with
depreciation charges removed, the inter-country varia-
tions in the level of corporate saving were magnified,
net saving in cerlain countries being as much as three
times larger than in some other countries.

16 The unavailebility of data for most countries is chiefly due
to the fact that depreciation for the corporate sector cannot be
separated from total depreciation, However, on the bagis of reugh
cstimates, it seems that the above observation is generally ap-
plicabie,
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As with the Ievel of gross saving, part of the explana-
tion for differences in the level of nel saving must lie
in the variations among countries in the size of the cor-
porate sector; corporale income'’ as a percentage of
gross domestic product has, as already noted, varied
considerably among countries. But a further part of
the explanation must also be found in the proportion
of corporute income that is saved.

For a majority of countries, as may be seen from
table 1.12, net saving as a proportion of corporate in-
come alter depreciation and before taxes varied within
a relatively narrow range. At the extremes, however,
the variation was substantial; net saving in Japan, for
instance, amounted to almost one-half of income whereas
in the United States it was only aboul one-Rith

The narrow 1ange ol variation in most countries is
of some interest in view of the greater variation in the
proportion of net income paid out in ditect taxes. This
implies that there has been some tendency for tax pay-
ments and dividends to offsel cach other. For example,
in Finland and the Federal Republic of Germany, rela-
tively high tax payments in relalion to corperale income
have been accompanied by a relatively low proportion
of income distributed in dividends; by contrast, mark-
edly lower tax disbursements in Ausbialia and France
have largely been offset by higher dividend payments
In Japan and Norway, however, where net saving us a
percentage of corporate income before taxes has been
markedly higher than the average, dividend disburse.
ments have absorbed unusually small proportions of
income. And in the United States, where net saving has
been substantially lower than the average, both tax and
dividend payments have been relatively high.

In terms of the influence of corporate taxes on cor-
porale saving. these refalionships are of some inleres,
though no firm conelusions can be drawn, sinee ac-
count should also be taken of the role of depreciation

17 After depreciation und beflore taxes.

allowances in taxalion and of depreciation charges in
saving. In any case, though corporate taxation may not
have influenced corporate saving behaviour as much as
might be supposed, it should not be inferred from the
above that corporate dividend policy has merely been
passively adapled to taxes. In other words, other factors
hesides taxation have influenced the dividend and saving
policies of corporations,

With a given tax bill, dividends and net saving can
be viewed as competitive ciaims on corporate disposable
income. And there is some indication that the appor-
tionment between dividends and net saving has been
influenced by corperations’ plans for expansion. Thus,
the high corporate nei saving in relation to corporate
disposable income in such countries as the Federal Re-
public of Germany and Japan, as shewn in table 1-12,
las apparently been related to the volume of finance
required for expansion. Conversely, the relatively low
corporate saving in the United Kingdon: and the United
States has partly reffected the slow growth of corporate
investment. Furthermore, dividend policy may also be
influenced by the pattern of external inancing. A rela-
tively liberal dividend policy may be required in coun-
tries such as the United Kingdem and the United States
where equity financing has been more important than
in such countries as the Tederal Republic of Germany
and Japan which have traditionally relied more heavily
on loan linancing.

In summary, neither the level of enterprise saving
nor that ol corporate saving has been closely associaled
with the level of total saving. To an important degree,
this has been because depreciation charges are 1 major
componeni ol saving in these sectors; and depreciation
charges are mainly related 10 past investment, though
they are also inlluenced by current fiscal policy with
regard to depreciation allowances. Another factor has
simply been the varialions among counlries in the size
of the corporate sector. Fiscal policies, corporate divi-

Table 1.12. Uses of Net Corperate Income,” 1950-1959

Nel Direct Nef
goving faTes Dividendst suving DMvidendsy
Conntry (percentiege of corperale Income {percentuge of corporale
befere laxes) disposable income)
Norway . S 47.7 46.0 6.3 88.3 11.7
Japan . 47.0 10.9 12.1 79.3 20,7
Anstralia, S 344 31.2 34 49.1 50.9
United Kingdom 334 30.2 27.4 516 45.4
France . e 311 3.4 342 17.9 2.1
Germany {Federal Republic) 31.0 k3 116 68.1 319
Finfand 300 59.2 108 73.9 26.1
Canada . . 278 16.4 258 51.1 48.9
New Zealand : 268 48.7 245 52.2 47.8
United States . S 20.8 49.5 29.7 412 58.8

Source: See table 1-1
o Bee [ootnote a to ble 1-11,
b [ncluding corporate trans{er payments.
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dend policies and corporale programmes for expansion
have all influenced the proportion of corporate income
that is saved, though high or low lax payments appear,
to some extent, to have been offset by opposite varia-
tions in dividend payments,

I"OREIGN SAVING

The demand for saving to finance domestic invest-
© .

ment is rarely exactly equal to the supply of saving
generated internally in the public and private sectors,
Any deficiency or excess in domestic saving is offset by
oppasite movements in the external accounts of a coun-
try. Thus, if a country has a deficit in the balance of
paymenis on current account, this means that it is
drawing on foreign saving to an equal amount, and,
conversely, if it has a surplus, it is a supplier of foreign
saving.'®

Since foreign saving serves as a halancing item in
demand and supply of domestic saving, it might seem
reasonable to expect that the level of foreign saving in
industrial countries would be largely the outcome of
domestic economic forces. it is certainly true that the
short-period variations in the level of domestic eco.
nomic activity that occur in industrial countries have
often been associated with corresponding variations in
the external balance. Short-run balance of payments
difficulties in the United Kingdem. for example, have
usually been connected with buoyant domestic demand
conditions; with rising domestic activity, imporis have
risen relatively to exports and the external balance or,
in other words, the supply of domestic saving to the rest
of the world, has diminished.

However, the inter-country differences in levels of
foreign saving during the nineteen fifties as a whole do
not reflect internal economic forces alone. Diflerences
in the size of the foreign trade sector, in trends in ex-
potts and in the level of autonomous, long-lcrm capital
flows have been equally important.

The relevance of the size of the foreign trade sector
need hardly be stressed. That the supply of saving to
the rest of the world has been only 0.6 per cent of
gross domestic product in the United States, for ex-
ample, as shown in table 1.13, primarily reflects the
relatively small size of the foreign trade sector. Exports
and imports of goods and services, though very large
in relation to world trade, have amounted to only 5.2
and 4.6 per cent of gross domestic product, An export
surplus which has been large in absolute terms has thus
been smaller, in relation to domestic output, than in
some other countries.

But even among countries in which the {oreign sector
has been of about the same size, levels of foreign sav-
ing have varied considerably. Among the major indus-

18 Positive foreign saving therefore means a deficit in the

balance of paymenls on current account, and negative foreign
saving a surplus.

Table 1-13. Levels of Foreign Saving, Exports
and Imports, 1950-1959

(Percentage of gross domestie product)

Expurts of  Imports of

Counlry Foreign yoads and gonds and

sauings services seruices
Norway. 2.6 42.0 44.6
Canada 2.5 210 23.4
Australia 2.3 19.4 21.8
Austria 14 216 230
fraly. . . 1.3 12.8 14.2
New Zealand 07 28.4 29.1
Denmark® 02 32.2 323
France 02 14,7 15.0
Sweden., . . —0.3 279 27.7
United Kingdom —0.5 255 25.0
United States —0.6 5.2 4.6
Finland -1.1 24.0 229
Japan —-1.2 134 12.2
Netherlands -1.4 a50.2 48.8
Belgiume . . .. .. .. 14 328 314
Germsany (Federal Republic) =31 202 17.1

Source: See table 1.1

 Foreign suving is equal to imports of goods and services
minus exports of goods and services, Emports and exporis include
fuctor income bul exelude current transfers to and from the
rest of the waorld.

b 1950.1958, annusl average

trial countries, the divergences in export experience
have contributed significantly to the difierences in levels
of foreign saving. Of all the countries, for example,
the surplus on current account, expressed as a percentage
of gross domestic product, has heen greatest in the
"ederal Republic of Germany. This has been the ount-
come of a sharp and continuous 1ise in exports. It is
significant, moreover, that the high rate of internal
growth has contributed to the advance in exports; the
domestic growth has made it possible to achieve a rapid
expansion of those export industries for whose output
world demand has been increasing most strongly. By
conlrast, in the United Kingdom, the tiend in exports
has been much less favourable, reflecting in part the
relatively slow growth of demand in major export mar-
kets and in part the relatively limited pace of expan-
sion in the more dynamic industries. Austria and lialy
—although, on balance, drawing upon foreign sources
of saving during the decade of the nineteen fifties—were
transformed by the sustained upsurge in exports
throughout the period into net export surplus countries
in the latter years.

Long-term capital movements are {requently a fur-
ther independent factor influencing levels of foreign
saving. As may be seen from table 1-14, countries which
drew on foreign saving during the nineteen fifties were
in general recipients of long-term capital, while coun-
tries which supplied saving were exporters of such cap-
ital.

The predominance of private, as distinel from official,
long-term ecapital flows in the total is evident in most
countries receiving foreign saving In Canada this flow
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Table 1-14.  Components in the Financing of Foreign Saving, 1950-1959

(Percentage of gross domestic product)

Long-lernt capital and granis

Counlry Fareign
xaring Teotnt Privale Offieial
Norway .. - Do 2.6 2.5 15 1.0
Copada L.l 25 2.6 2.8 —-0.2
Australia. 23 1.7 16 0.1
Austria 1.4 1.7 0.3 1.4
Faly . 1.3 1.3 1.1 0.2
New Zealand 0.7 14 1.1 0.3
Denmark» 0.2 0.4 — 0.4
Sweden. . . —-03 0.3 —0.1 —(.2
United Kingdom —-05 —-12 —-11 0,1
United States —06 -1.2 —0.6 —0.6
Finland —11 —0.7 0.1 -0.8
Japan -1.2 04 0.3 0.2
Netherlands e il 05 0.6 —01
Belgivm~ .. . . | . —~ 1. —0.9 —0.9 —
Germany (Federal Republic) —31 —0.5 ~0.2 —0.3

Source: Division of General Feonomic Research
and Policies of the United Nations Secretariat.
Figures for foreign saving are the same as those
shown in table 1-13 and are derived from nrationa)
accounts statisties Figures for long-term capital
and prants are derived from balance of payments

has actually exceeded the totul, an ouiflow of capital on
official account having partly offset the inflow on private
account. In Ialy, the sharp irercase in the inflow of
private long-term capiial in the latter part of the nine-
teen fifties contributed to an expansion of its share of
the total long-lerm capital inflow. Austria and Nerway
have heen the only countries where a substantial inflow
of oflicial capital and grants has taken place, although
this was entirely concentraled in the early ninetecn
fifties; it primarily reflected official grants by the United
States to Austria and lending by the International Bank
{or Reconstruction and Development to Norway.

[t will also be seen from lable 1.14 that foreign sav-
ing and long-lerm capilal movements have nat heen
exaetly equal In the United Kingdom and the United
Slates, for example, the supply of saving 1o the rest of
the world has been less than the outflow of total long-
term capital and grans. In the Federal Republic of

stalistics, taken mm’:ﬂ}r from International Mone-
tary Fand, Balance of Payments Yearbaok (Washing
ton, I} €). Data do not add to totals because of
rounding A minus sign indicates an outflow of
capital.

» 1950-1958, annual average

Germany, on the other hand, it has been substantially
greater; and in Jupan and the Netherlands, [avourable
export balances have been associated with a net inflow
of long-term capital.,

These discrepancies between the balance of payments
on current account and movements in long-term capital
and grants reflect changes in foreign exchange reserves
and short-term foreign assets or Habilities. In the United
Kingdom and the United States. [or example. the excess
of Tong-term capital outlows over the flow of domestic
saving lo the rest of the world has been matched by in-
creases in their net shortterm Habilities and also, in
the United States, by a downward trend in foreign ex-
change reserves. Conversely, in the other countries
where long-term capital outflows have heen less than
the How of domestic saving 1o the rest of the weild.
foreign exchange reserves and net short-term assets have
increased.

Trends and fluctuations in saving

TRENDS IN SAVING

The foregoing analysis has served to throw some light
on he factois shaping the saving behaviour of com-
munilies during the last decade taken as a whole. How-
ever, even in this comparative analysis of levels of
saving, it has been quite evident that saving habils are by
no means immautable. In particular, governmental poli-
cies, sinee they aflect the economic decisions of almosl
all individuals and institutions. may cembine with
dynamic market forces to induce changes in the saving

behaviom of communities. It is therelore of considerable
interest lo identify the factors accounting for changes
over time in saving behaviour.

Between 1950-1954 and 1955.1959, the total supply
of saving increased relatively to gross domestic product
in most industrial countries {(see table 1.15). In some
two-thirds of the couniries, the increases exceeded 1.5
per cent of gross domestic product: and they were par-
ticularly large in Austria, Japan, the Netherlands and
the United Kingdom where they ranged from about 2.5
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Table 1-15. Foreign and Domestic Saving: Levels in 1950.1954 and Changes in
Levels from 1950-1954 to 1955-1959

(Percentage of gross domestic product}

Tolal supply of saving

Foreign saving Gross domestic suving

Couniry» e e B —
Level Change Level Change Level Change

Japan 25.0 5.1 -19 13 26.9 3.8
Austria 20.2 31 2.6 —2.4 117 55
Netherlands 228 3.1 —132 —0.4 24.0 3.5
United Kingdom . 13.4 26 —05 —0.1 13.9 2.7
Ttaly e e 198 2.0 22 —1.8 176 38
Cermany (Federal Republic) 274 1.7 —22 —18 216 35
Belgium® o 155 16 —0.4 —22 15.9 38
Canada ‘ . R 16 14 21 22.7 —0.5
Sweden . . 20.3 1.6 -0.9 12 21.2 03
Finland . 248 16 —16 10 26.4 06
France ... . 179 1.5 0.1 0.3 178 1.2
United States _ 17.9 03 —0.5 — 18.4 0.3
Norway . _ L 206 01 3.2 —1.2 26.4 13
New Zealand . . 237 —1.0 —0.1 16 23.8 —2.6
Denmark® 194 —15 1.2 —2.2 18.2 0.6
Australia .. . . . 206 w23 25 -0.2 27.1 —-2.1

Source: See table 1-1.

Note: Since all the figures are expressed in terms
of percentages of zross domestic product, the level
in 1955.1959 is equal to the level in 1950.1954 plus

to 5 per cent. Among the remaining third of the coun-
tries, the level of saving remained fairly stable in
Norway and the United States, but fell appreciably in
Australia, Denmark and New Zealand.*® These divergent
trends in the total supply of saving were generally not
sufficiently large to alter the relative position of coun-
tries as high or low savers between the eariier and lattes
parts of the period. Those which had relatively high
levels of saving at the beginning of the period still had
relatively high levels at the end of the period; and
conversely. That a number of countries, some with
relatively high levels of saving at the commencement of
the period and some with relatively low levels, experi-
enced appieciable increases in saving is none the less
of considerable interest.

As with inter-country diflerences in the level of total
saving, the divergent trends in total saving have been
dominated by trends in the supply of domestic saving.
As will be seen below, [oreign saving, however, has
been much more important in accounting for changes
over time in the lotal supply of saving than it has been
in explaining inter-country differences in the level of
saving.

The trends in domestic saving experienced in the
varions countries have diverged widely. At the one ex-
treme, gross domestic saving as a percentage of gross
domestic product increased by as much as 5.5 per cent
in Austria between 1950-1954 and 1955.1959; and, at
the other, declined by 2.6 per cent in New Zealand. The
experience of other countries varied quite widely be-

10 [y should be noted, however, that a reverssl of this trend
wns observable in Denmark in the most recent years

the change from 1950-1954 10 19565-195%
» Countries aze arranged in descending order of
the change in the level of the total supply of saving.
b Change from 1950.1954 to 1955-1958.

tween these extremes, though a small group recorded
increases of about 3 to 4 per cent,

The divergent trends in domestic saving have arisen
primarily from the marked differences in changes in
household saving (see table 1-16}. In nearly all the
countries where the level of total domestic saving has
risen, so has the level of household saving; and in most
of the countries where total domestic saving has declined
or risen only slightly, houschold saving has falien. By
cantrast, the changes in the level of government or enter-
prise saving have usually been smaller in magnitude
and have, moreover, been much less systematically re-
lated to the trends in total domestic saving. It is true
that among the countties where the level of total saving
has deelined or has barely changed, the level of govern-
ment saving also has usually diminished. But in some
countiies, such as Japan and the Netherlands, which
have experienced substantial increases in total saving,
a relative contraction in government saving has also
taken place; and among other such countries, changes
in the level of government saving have usually been
small, It is even more striking that almost all the coun-
tries which have experienced a decline o1 no significant
change in the level of enterprise saving have been
among those recording a rise in the level of total
domestic saving.

The divergent trends in the leve! of household saving
as a percentage of gross domestic product have, in the
main, reflected changes in the proportion of household
disposable income that is saved (sce table 1-17) . House-
hold disposable income as a percentage of gross domes-
tic product has changed but little in most countxies. The
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Table 1-16. Change in Level of Domestie Saving, by Sector, 1950-1954 1o 19551954

(Percentuge of gross domestic product)

Giross

Lenerul

Couniry domestic government Bilerprise Household

Xankag saerng Fing SRRy
Austria 5.5 04 -10 6.1
Belgiume 3.8 0.6 0.6 2.6
Japan 38 —1.1 3.8 1.1
Nethetlands o . 35 —4.0 e 7.5
Germany (Federal Republic) 35 b —-0.7 27
United Kingdom 2.7 (5 0.5 1.7
Norway 13 0.} —0.3 15
France. 1.2 0.3 -10 19
Finland, 0.6 —2.3 o .
Penmark» 0.6 10 08 —~1.2
Sweden., 0.3 0.7 - 1.7 13
United States 0.3 —0.5 0.8 —0.1
Canada ~05 —-1.2 1.3 —0.5
Australia —-2.1 —1.0 3.0 —d.1
New Zealand —2.0 - (33 0.1 —24

Source: See table 1.1,
v Change from 1950-1954 10 1955.1958

share of saving in income, however, rose between 1956-
1954 and 1955.1959 by as much as 111 per cenl in ihe
Netherlands and 8.4 per cent in Austria. and in several
other countries il increased by amounts varying from
about 2 to 4 per cent. On lhe other hand, its share de-
clined in Australia. Canada, Denmark and New Zealand
by sums ranging up to aboul 5 per cent. Only in the
United States did the share of saving in disposable
income remain faitly constant.

The most impertant single factor aceounting for these
chanees in the propoition of income set aside as saving
n o

Table 1-17. Changes in Levels of Iousehold Saving,

has been the differences among countries in the rate of
arowth in real per capita disposabie income. Allention
has already heen ealled to the influenee of this [actor
in explaining inter-country differences in levels of
heusehold saving. There, it was mentioned as one among
several reasons, but in relation to relative trends in
saving, it has heen of much more decisive importance
This can be elearly seen from chart 1.7, which compares
the changes in the share of houschold saving in disposa-
ble income with the rates of change in real per capita
disposable inceme. For example, in such rapidiy grow-
ing countries as Austria and the Netherlands, saving as

Household Disposable Income

and Income from Property and Entreprencurship, 1950-1954 to 1955-1959

(Percentage)

Clunge in
huesehold

Counlry suniny

Change {n
disposable
income

tas percetdrge of gross

Change (n fncome
Sron property and
entroprensurship
as percenlaye of

Heusehold saving
ug pereendage of
dizposabie income

doraestie produch) Fovels Crhunge household income
Netherlands 7.0 32 0.8 11.1 -14
Austriz . . ‘ . 61} 02 3.9 8.4 —26
Germany (Federal Republic) 27 0.6 10.0 3.9 —-22
Belgium® 26 we-(} e} 86 33 ~08
France 19 1.2 36 26 —3.7
United Kingdom i7 - 1i 2.4 —-18
Nerway 1.3 —14 8.1 2.4 —2.9
Sweden 1.3 —11 54 2.1 —3.5
Japan . 11 ~06 113 18 -6.0
United States - (1 ~{).2 7.6 0.1 —22
Canada —~05 ~09 71 —-07 —4.7
Denmark® -2 29 98 —1.2 -30
New Zesland —2.4 —_ iz 6 —3.3 —4.8
Australia -] —-2.1 16.3 —52 —56

Source: See 1ahle 1-1
s This column shows the level of household sav-
ing as a perceniage of houschold disposable income

in 1950.1954, and not, as other columns, the
change in level belween the two periods.
b Change from 1950.1954 10 1955.1958
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a propoition of income has increased, whereas in such
countiies as Australia and New Zealand the absence of
an upward trend in per capila real income has been
accompanicd by a decline in the share of saving in
meome. This relationship, it may be noted. is quite
consistent with the faet that in some courtries, such as
the United States, the share of saving in income has

Chatt 1.7. Relationship between Average Annual
Rate of Change in Real Disposable Income per
Capita and Change in Level of Household Saving,
1956-1954 1o 1955-1959
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Chart 1.9 Relationship between Change in Share
of income from Property and Entrepreneurship
and Change in Level of Household Saving, 1950-
1954 to 1955.1939
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exhibited a remarkably stable trend over long periods
of tme despite long-term growth in real income. For,
when the rate of incrcase in real income has heen rela.
tively modeiate, its effeel on saving behaviour has
tended to be neutralized by the steady advance in con-
sumplion levels. But when the rate of increase in real
income has heen rapid—as il has in a number of coun-

Chart 1-8.  Relationship between Level of House-
hold Saving in 1950-1954 and Change in Level
of Household Saving, 1950-1954 to 1955-1959
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tries during the last decade or so—there has been room
for an inerease in the share of saving concurrently with
a continuing improvement in the standard of living,

It is obvious, however, that differences among epuan-
tries in the degree to which the share of saving in income
has changed are not wholly aseribable to rates of change
in real income. And this is nol too surprising since, alte
all, there are limits 10 the amount which most neople are
willing to save no matter how high the rate of growth in
their income. Thus, in g coualry where the initiai level
of saving was already quite high, it would be expected
that further inereases would be maodest, even if income
rose rapidly. But if the initial level were low, a fast
pace of advance in income might 1aise the level substan-
tially. The initia} share of saving in disposable income
which obtained in 1950-1954 and the change in its share
from that time to 1955-1959 yre compared in chart 1.8;
and it is efear that there is some carrespondence. The
diflerences among countries in the initial level of saving
may Lhus laigely explain why some countiies deviated
from the average experience illustrated in chart 1-7. In
the Netherlands and the United Kingdom, for example,
the extremely low levels of saving in the initial period
appear Lo have contiibuted towards bringing about com.
paratively large inecreases in the share of saving in
income relalive to the growth of real income Conversely,
changes in the share of saving in the Federal Republic
of Germany and Japan have been influenced by the
relatively high levels of saving in the initial perjod.

o is of particular interest 1o note that the increases
in household saving have been achieved despite a gon-
eral decline in the relative share of income derived from
propety and entieprencuiship in total personal income
fUis true that, as shown in chart 1.9, changes in the
share of saving in income have been fairly closely as-
sociated with changes in the share of income derived
fram property and enbreprencurship, The greatest jn-
creases in saving have tended 1o take place in countries
where the proportion of income from property and
entreprencurship has declined least For instance, in the
Nethertands, where the decline in the shate of the latter
has heen much Jess than that in France., the erease of
the share of saving has tended to he areater. Bul the
mete fact that the distribution of income has not changed
in the direction which nermally contributes to an in.
crease in saving would supgest thal the increases in
saving have not reflected the saving behaviour of high.
income classes alone. In othe words, the increases liuve
probably occurred threughout a broad hand of income
tevels

While lack of data on saving by income group makes
it impossible to verify this hiypothesis conclusively, the
available evidence supports it. Thus. in (he Uniled
Kingdom, sample surveys have shown thal, while dis.
saving had occurred in income groups well above the
mean income level at the beginning of the nincleen fif.
ties, by the middle of the decade it was confined o mroups
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below that fevel. Furthermore, though wage earners as
a group had dis-saved al the beginning of the period,
they had begun o contribute to tota] saving by the
middle of the period.= Simitarly, in the Federal Re-
public of Germany, the saving out of “mass incomes?!
amounted Lo only about 3 to 4 per cent at the beginning
of the nineteen fifties but has reached 8 1o 9 per cent in
more recent years.®™ Such increases in saving among the
lower income groups probably reflects the growih of
real wages heyond the socially aceepted minimum levels.
Onee a certain wage-level has been reached, new patterns
ol consumption become possible and the motives {or
saving are strengthened by such things as the desire to
own a hone or to purchase a car or some major appli-
ances. This effect on saving may have been especially
marked in countiies such as Austria, the Federal Re-
public of Germany, Japan and the Netherlands, where
the absolute level of real income of the great mass of
the population is still relatively low,*"

Changes in the level of hoth government and enter-
prise saving have, as noted earlier, generally been much
less important in accounting for the divergent trends in
total domestic saving. Among such counlries as Aus-
tralia, Canada, New Zealand and the Uniled States,
where the total domestic saving declined or bLarely
changed between 1950-1954 and 1955-1959, the level
of government saving as a percenlage of gross domestic
product also fell in varying degice (see table 1-18) .
On the other hand, in most of the countries where total
saving rese. government saving either changed little or
contracted quite substantially The Federal Republic of
Germany was a major exception; here an increase in the
level of government saving contributed substanlially to
the rising tevel of total saving.

The general absence of an upward trend in the saving
of general government has heen parlly related to the
lack of a marked trend in the growth of goveinment
investment. Although government investment has tended
16 rige somewhat in relation to total oulput since 1950,
none of the increases has been sizalhie ™ Consequently,
governments have not generally regarded it as necessary
te raise the rate of government saving. Al the same time,
the tendency for government income 1o increase auto-
matically in a growing cconomy has often heen offset

See MOF Errittand F L Nicholson, op. cit

M Net wages amd salaries and government transfers

# See Deutsche Bundeshank, Honthly Report, vol. 12, No. ¢
{Frankfurt}

3 The relative influcnce of the three variables discussed above
on the treads in houschold saving can be estimated by the method
of correlation anulysis The partial correlation cocfficients be-
tween the chasges i the share of saving in income and the
vhanges in the three variables are as follows: per capita real
disposable income, 0845 the indtial level of houschold saving,
~0.64; and income from broperty and eatreprenenrship, 0507
the muitiple correlation coeflicient is G 93; this is to say that the
influence of these varizhles, taken together, has accounted for
about B6 per cent of the changes in the level of houschold saving,

#1 See United Nations, Wortd Economic Survey, 1659, pages
42 10 48
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Table 1-18. Changes in Levels of General Govern-
ment Saving, Disposable Income and Consump-

tion, 1950-1954 1o 1955-1959

{Percentage of gross domestic product}

creased in almost every country, reflecting the post-war
movement towards provision of more adequate social
security coverage. The incieases have been particularly
marked in some countries where coverage al the outset
of the period was rather limited. Transfers, however,
have represented only a part of total social wellare
expenditure, and in some countries, such as the Scan-
dinavian countries, the expansion in direct provision of
social services has also resulted in an increase in govern-
menl current consumption expendilme“

Since Lransfers have tisen everywhere, diflerences in
trends in disposable income have been largely dependent
upon the rates of growth in tax revenue relative to out-

Gross Dispusable  Consunip-

Cournlry saving® income? ton
Germany (Federnl Republic) . 14 0.1 —-1.3
Denmark? .. ‘ 1.0 2.3 1.3
Sweden 0.7 29 2.2
Belgium". . 0.6 0.1 —0.5
United Kingdom 0.5 —~09 —-14
Austria . 04 0.8 0.4
France 0.3 0.3 e
Norway . . 0.1 1.1 1.1
New Zealand . —0.3 -0.2 0.1
United States . —0.5 -0} 0.4
Australia . . —10 —-1.1 -1
Japan —1.1 —2.0 -0.9
Canada —12 —-{0.7 0.5
Finland —23 —0.7 1.7
Netherlands - 4.0 -3.3 0.8

put. But the behaviour of tevenue from the various
taxes has differed greatly. In most countries, revenue
f10m household laxes has risen mainly as a result of
inereases in the rate and coverage of soctal securily
contributions; other household taxes have in fact been

reduced somewhat in many counl

ries. In Australia and

Source: See table 1.1
» Including depreciation where data are available.
b Change from 1950-1954 1o 1955-1958.

by tax reductions in response to popular pressures and
by the expansion of government current expenditure.

Government disposable income, as may be seen {rom
table 1-19, increased substantially between 1950-1954
and 1955-1059 only in Austria, Denmark, Norway and
Sweden. Flsewhere it showed no significant change or it
declined; the decline was particulaily large in the

Japau, the reduction in personal tax rates has been espe-
cially important. In some cases, however, as in the Scan-
dinavian countries and the United Siates, the increase in
sevenue {rom other household laxes appears largely 1o
have been the outcome simply of the rising levels of
individual money incomes; at higher levels of money
income, the effective rate of personal income tax rises,
even though statutory rates remain unchanged. In con-
trast, revenue from direct taxes on corporate incomes
has generally tended to decline because of deliberate
government action. Generally, the excess profil taxes im-

Netherlands, These differing trends have been influenced

by changes both in government net transfers to the

private sector and in tax revenues. Transfers have in-

Table 1-19. Changes in Levels of Govern

Expenditure,

ment Dispos

posed duting the Korean hoom have been abolished and
more liberal tex provisions, such as the introduction
of greater flexibility in depreciation allowanees, have

(Percentage of gross domestic product}

able Income and Components of Income and
1950.1954 to 1955-1959

Dispasable Direel lazes Indirect Cansumplion of gover nment
income of tares Not Other I
Coundry goveri- House-  Corpora- minus transfers® ineames .

mends Tolul hald lion subsidies Total Civil Defence
Sweden., 29 3.0 29 0.1 1.3 ~17 03 2.2 1.9 0.3
Denmarke® 2.3 1.2 1.3 —-0.1 18 —-1.0 0.3 1.3 10 03
Norway 11 16 3.1 —-15 09 —14 — 11 1.3 —02
Austrin. 08 -01 =01 -— 18 —~1.3 04 0.4 0.9 —0.5
france. . ... . . ce 03 15 11 04 0.1 —-1.2 —Q.1 m o .
Germany (Federal Republic) 01 0.7 0.7 - -0l —09 0.4 1.3 0.3 -16
Belgium®. ... . 0.1 -0.1 01 —-0.2 e 0.3 -0.1 —045 =01 —04
United States . —0.1 0.3 1.2 —~(.9 0.3 —0.8 0.1 04 11 -0.7
New Zealand —0.2 -7 ~04 —0.3 0.4 —-02 03 0.1 0.4 —-0.3
Canada —07 — (.4 0.6 —1.0 05 -1.2 0.4 0.5 13 —-08
Finland.. .. —0.7 . ‘ —0.9 —-17 . 1.2 1.7 o
United Kingdom ~0.9 -11 0l —-12 -0.2 —-0.5 10 —14 —_ -14
Australia -1.1 —-20 21 0.1 12 ~0.6 0.3 —01 07 —-0.8
Japan. .. . 20 -11 -12 0.1 03 —-1.0 -0.2 —09 —04 -0.5
Nethezlands —-33 0.6 14 —0.8 —25 —18 04 08 1.1 —-0.3

Source: See table 1-1.

» Including depreciation where data are availuble.

b Changes in net transfers

are shown with a reversal of sign

as o deduction from povernment inco
indicates an inerease in nel transfers,

me, so that a minus sign
and eanversely.

s Change from 1950:1954 to 1955.1958.
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heen provided. The declines in revenue {rom corporate
taxes as compared to total output have been especially
marked in countries with relatively high levels of rev-
enue from corporate taxes, such as Canada, the United
Kingdom and the United States.

Becanse of the differing trends in revenue {rom house-
hold and corporate taxes, it is not surprising that clear
trends in total direct tax revenue have been lacking.
On the whole, changes in revenue from household taxes
have been dominant. This is especially evident in the
instances where total revenue from direct taxes has risen.
In seme instances where total direct lax revenue has
declined, changes in revenue [rom corporate taxes have
also been important.

It is noleworthy that mest industrial eountries have
experienced inereases during the period in revenue from
indireel laxes relative to ouiput. This has been parntly
due to the fact that, f1om time lo lime in recenl vears,
many governmenls have allempted lo employ higher
indirect laxes o restrain excess domestic demand. In
some cases, the shifls in the pailern of consumption
towards durables and luxury items which are more
heavily taxed have also been a contributing lactor. The
Netherlands is the only major exception te this general
trend; there, the Government, as part of its general
cconomic policy, has reduced indirect taxes and raised
subsidies in an eflont lo curb wage demands.

As to the trends in government consumption, defence
expendilure as a proportion of gross product has gener.
ally declined {rom the very high levels reached during
the Korean boom. Such declines have been parlicularly
noticeable in the Federal Republic of Geimany and 1he
United Kingdom: in the former case, the decline has
refllected a reduction in the shae ol occupation costs
horne by the Federal Republic. However, the relative
cotdraction in delence expenditme has generally been
insullicient to oftset the rising tzend in government civil
expendilure. and tetal consumption has 1isen: the Fed-
cral Republic of Germany. Japan and the United King-
dom. however. have been major exceptions. The highes
levels of civil expenditure, as indicated earlie:s, have
beenr partly the outcome ol increased social wellare
Lenefits,

H is clear from the preceding diseussion that no single
factor has deminaled the saving expetience of govern
ments in individeal countrics. While in the more im-
portanl instances of adecline in the level of governmenl
saving. as in Ausiralia. Canada. Japan and the Nether-
fameds. a reduction in disposable inzome has been the
dominant {actor, expericnce with regard 1o incieases in
the level has been more varied. in Denmark and Sweden
Lthe rise in disposable income has been more than enough
te ollset the upwzl:e[ brend in governmenl lotmmlplmn.
bul in the Federal Republic ol Germany. in ~]nl( of 4
stable income inrelulion lo gross product, the Govern.
ment has been able o achieve the largest inerease in

saving because of a relative decline in total consumption
expendilure.

No less than government saving, changes in the level
of enterprise saving have shown little or no systematic
relationship with trends in total domestic saving. Among
the countries which have experienced increases in do-
mestic saving, the contribution of enterprise saving has
been of crucial importance only in Japan.*® But among
countries where tolal domestic saving as a percenlage
of pross domestic product has declined or remained
roughly the same, enterprise saving has generally in
creased, thus offsetting in part the unfavourable trend
in saving of other domestic sectors,

Changes in the level of enterprise saving have, in the
muain, reflected changes in saving ol corperations. This
correspondence belween movemenls in enterprise and
corporale saving is quile evident for the few countries
for which data are available (see table 1.20). The in-
creases in corporale gross saving in many countries have
been accompanied by an upward trend in depreciation
charges, as depreciation allowances for lax purposes
have been made progressively more liberal in recent
years Increases in corporale depreeiation charges have
been particularly marked in Australia, Canada, Japan,
the United Kingdom and the United States and have
thus played a dominant role the tiends of their
corporate gross saving.

Table 1-20. Changes in Levels of Enterprise and
Corporate Saving, 1950-1954 1o 1955-1959

(Percentage vf gross demestic praduct)

Enterprizse  Corporale  Corporole

Counlry sy Qross nel
.‘)'!H'(Hy .‘:‘{“““’!H SOARINN
Tapan 38 2 Bu 07
Australia 3.0 08
Canada . 1.3 l. ‘? -1
United States 08 07s =05
United Kingdom 0.5 12 02
New Zealand 0.1 —1.0
Notway . i} 3 —-106
Germany {Feder al Hcpnlll;c) -0 7 . 0.2
France —1.0 —07 -1

Source; See talile 1-1

n Change from 1951-1954 10 1955.195%: inchuling deprecia-
lion of government Lnscrprlsc

b Not ‘including depieciation of public corporalions

I most countiies, the level of corporale net saving
has remained practically unchanged in relation to gross
product, However, as shown in table 1-21, trends in
colporate net saving in relation to corporale income
befare taxes have differed widely among countries The
combined effect of changes in corporate direct laxes

Apart from other factors influcneing the changes in vater
prise saving in individual countries, the exceplional experience
of Japan in this respeet has been partly due o its much larger
unincorporated enterprise sector, whose depreciation charges by
statistical convention are inciuded here.
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and dividend payments on trends in corporate net saving
is evident. Corporate direct taxes have been reduced in
relation to corporate income in almost all the countries,
mainly as a result of the removal or reduction of excess
profits taxes imposed during the Korean boom France
has been the major exception where corporate taxes
have risen substantially from a relatively low initial
fevel In contrast to the trend in taxes, there has been a
marked upward trend in dividend payments by corpora-
tions, except in France. This faclor has accounted for
the decline in corporate saving in relation to corpoiate
income in Japan, New Zealand, Norway and the United
States; in countries such as Canada, the Federal Republic
of Germany, Fintand and the United Kingdom, however,
large reductions in taxes have enabled corporations te
increase net saving as well as dividend payments

It is clear from the foregoing that neither enterprise
saving nor government saving has generally been nearly
as important as houschold saving in accounting for
changes in the level of domestic saving. And since, as
noted earlier, it has been the changes in domestic sav-
ing which have dominated the trends in the total supply
of saving absorbed in domestic investment, the changes
in the saving behaviour of houscholds have clearly been
of considerable importance.

In some countries, however, where there has been an
upward trend in saving levels, not all of the increase in
domestic saving has been absorbed in domestic invest-
ment. Some part has reflected an improvement in the
external balance. And in other countiies, the total sup-
ply of saving for domestic investment has been aug-
mented by drawing on foreign saving. As noted eaxlier,
while the inter-country differcnces in the level of total
saving have been litlle influenced by differences in the
level of foreign saving. changes in foreign saving have
been much more significant in relation to the changes
in total saving.

Tahle 1-21.

The changes in {oreign saving which counteies have
experienced are the counterpart of the trends in their
balances of payments on current account. For a number
of industrial couniries, substantial increases in exports
of goods and services, logether with more favourable
terms of trade, resulted in improvements in the external
balanee during the ninetecn ffties {see table 1.22)
Outstanding examples are Austria and the Federal Re-
public of Germany. Improvements in external balances,
it will be noted, have occurred no less in some coun-
tries which have drawn on foreign saving during the
nineteen fifties ns a whole than in other countries which
have been suppliers of {oreign saving,

By contrast, in some of the primary exporting coun-
tries, notably Canada and New Zealand, the increased
dependence upon foreign saving has been influenced by
the decline in exports {rom the peak levels achicved
during the Korean boom. In Australia, although the de-
cline in exports has been striking, it has been more than
offset by an even sharper decline in imports

The changes in foreign saving have necessatily been
matched by identical changes in forcign exchange re-
serves, short-lerm assets and long-term capilel flows,
when taken together. It will be recalled that in the early
nineteen fifties, most industrial countries of western
Furope were net recipients of official capital, largely in
the form of grants. Bul this flow has been almost com-
pletely reversed in recent years. As may be seen from
table 1-22, only a few countries, such as Finland and
the United States, have experienced a decline in the out-
flow of official capital as o percentnge of gross domestic
product. [n Finland, this decline has denoted the end
of reparation payments, while in the United States it
has been indicative of the stabilization of foreign aid
al a somewhat lower rate in relation to output than thal
in the carly nineteen {ilties. In a number of countries,
such as Australia, Austria, Penmark, Italy and Norway,

Changes in Levels of Corporate Income, and its Uses,'

1950-1954 to 1955-1959

Corparale income Direct Nel

fore tnxes

lares Dividends® sauing

Country (gg;fﬁzwéy;::_fdzz?;t (pcrcl.rztuf!,l:(,’frg!;.;(;:;{;cé:r}lh. income
Japan . e . 0.9 -24 29 —Q.5
Germany (Federal Republic) 09 -1 52 39
Australia 0.7 —-1.7 1.3 04
{'rance, 0.1 5.6 —3.9 -1.7
Tinland —0.6 —7.9 39 3.9
New Zealand —0.9 11 4.2 —54
Canada.. . —-10 —54 1.3 4.3
United Kingdom ~10 ~62 15 4.7
United States -1.3 —26 4.8 -232
Norway - 3.0 -11 31 -2.0

Source: See table 1-1

« The earporate sector includes private and pub-
lic corporations, except for Australia, Japan and
the United States, where it includes private cor-
porations only, owing to lack of comprehensive

data on public eorporations Corporate income is
after inventory valuation adjustment whezever
data are available

b Including corporate transfer payments.
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Table 1.22.

Changes in Levels of Foreign Saving, Lo

1950-1954 10 1955.1959

(Percentage of gross domestic product)

ng-term Capital and Grants,

Erporls Importy
af gouds of gouds Foreign Lotg-term eapital and granls
Giroup and eountrys and and suning
Serrices servicey Totul Private Oficiul
Suppliers of foreign saving
{;]erman'){j{rf"eder-al Rcﬁub]ic) 6.8 5.0 —-18 —1.8 —-0.2 ~1.6
Japun —03 1.0 1.3 09 01 ~0.8
Finland —07 0.3 10 1.3 o i3
Netherlands 15 1.1 —04 -2 -(.3 ~1.9
Sweden. —03 0.9 12 0.2 e 02
United States 0.3 03 e 0.2 (3.1 0.3
United Kingdum 0.1 — ~0.1 - 0.7 i —-08
Belgium» 5 23 ~2.2 ~{.6 —06 —_
France -1.1 —(1.8 0.3
Users of foreign savin
on{f;J; & & 1.6 0.4 —-12 —-08 1.8 -2.3

Austria T2 4.8 —24 ~ 3.0 06 -3.7
Australia —4.9 —5.1 —~02 —-0.1 0.2 —.3
haly . . 26 0.8 1.8 ~ (.3 0.7 —1.0
Canada . o —-23 —0.2 2.1 0.4 0.6 —0.2
Denmarkb | 3.0 0.8 ~3.2 ~0.9 0.2 —1.1
New Zealand . —49 -—3.3 16 0.4 e 0.4
Source: See table 1.14 of rounding
Note: For a definition of foreign saving, see table * Countries in each group are arranged in

1-2 and page 20 A positive change in foreign saving
denotes a greater inciense in imports of goods und
services than in exports, or a smatler decline in
imports than in exparls, Similarly, a positive
change in long-ters capital and donations denoles
an increase in Lthe inflow, or a decrease in the out.
flow Data do not necessarily add 1o toals because

the decline in the inflow of aflicial capital has heen
partly offset by an increased inflow of private long-term
capital,

FLUCTUATIONS 1§ saving

Since high levels of economic activity have generally
been sustained during the post-war years, lhe prevail.
ing problem in most industrial counlries has been how
sufficient saving might be generated to realize a high
level of investment. In some countries, ihis problem has
been complicated by recurrent balance of payments
difficuities 1eflecting excessive reliance on foreign sav.
ing. Recessionary lapses in the upward trend of eco-
nomic activity have, however, by no means heen absent
Andina recessionary situation, the problem has ceased
to be one of releasing sulficient resources from con.
sumption to meet invesiment requirement, and has be.
come one of raising the general level of effective
demand. If, however, the saving behaviour of the com-
munity is not adapled to the changed economic situa-
tion, a paltern of behaviour that makes possible the
realization of a high level of investment when economice
conditions are buoyant may tend to aggravate a reces.
sionary situalion In fact, of course, saving bhehaviour
in the privale seclors of industrial countries does change
in response to variations in general economic aclivity,
though, as seen below, it has not always been adjusted

descending order of the ahsulule magnitude of
foreign suving a5 pereentage of gross domestic
Emducl in 1950.1054, except for Frunce and New
‘ealand where foreign saving in 1950-1954 was,
respectively, 1 and
domestic product

" Change Irom 1950-1954 10 1955.1958

=01 per cent of gross

in a direction that would exert a contra-evelical influ.
ence on activity. More important, the saving behaviour
of government has usually served. within the context of
general economic policy, as a counter-cyclical instru-
ment.

It is true that post-war eyelical fluctuations in the
industrial countries have heen relatively mild and re-
cessions have, on the whole, been minor and short-lived.
Yet hardly a single country in the group has escaped
recessionary tendencies at one time or another. In the
western Euro;mﬂn countries and O{'eania, the recession
in 1952 was largely an nventory readjustment follow-
ing the collapse of the Karcan hoom. In North Aneriea,
where curtailment of defence expendilure occurred at
a much later date, the recession did not oceur until
1953/54 Following a period of continued expansion in
the mid-nineteen fiftics, many western European coun-
tries again experienced a set-hack in growth around
1958. In the case of the Unijted Kingdom, however, the
slackening in economie activity began as far back as
1955 and lasted for almost three full years, In Canada
and the United States, the recession of 1957/58 was
more prolonged than in most other countries of the
group; in these countries {ull recovery had not yvet heen
achieved when another recession set in

The behaviour of the three broad components of
domestic saving and of foreign saving has exhibited
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Chart 1-10. Annual Fluctuations in Total Saving and Certain Components, 1950-1959
{Percentage of gross domestic product)
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Chart 1.10 (continued)
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Chart 1.10 {continued)
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marked fluctuations over the course of the cyele in all
countries, and divergent palterns of experience have
often emerged ameong countries {see chart 1.10). Of
parlicular interest, however, is the behaviour of gov-
exnment saving, since it is the source of saving which
is most immediately relaled to anticyclical policy.

In mosl countries, fluctuations in governmenl saving
have exhibited a contra-cyclical pattern, tending to rise
and fall in consonance with the ascillations in general
economic activity. This has mainly arisen {rom the {act
that, under the present fiscal systems in industrial coun-
tries, tax revenue and net transfer payments lo the
private sector tend to vary awlomatically in response
to changes in domestic economic activity (see chart
1-11}). IFor example, during the recession in 1952, sev-

eral governments experienced a reduction in tax revenue
and an increase in transfer payments; and the conse-
quent declines in government saving exerted a stabiliz-
ing effect upon the domestic economies. Such an effect
was especially noticeable in Belgium, Canada and the
United States, where the recession was relatively more
severe. In the United States, furthermore, changes in
government tax revenue have been particularly sensi-
tive 1o those in economic conditions, although the gov-
ernment sector itself may not be as large as in some
western [uropean countries, This is partly attzibulable
10 the higher share of corporate taxes in government
income in the United States, since such taxes have been
especially sensitive lo cyelical fluctuations. In addition.
the practice of the guarterly assessment of corporate
taxes has eliminaled much of the lag between changes




CuaprTEr 1. SAVING FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH IN THE INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES 43

Chart 1.11, Annual Fluctuations in Disposable Income and Consumption
of General Government, 1950-1959
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Chart 1.11 {continued)

251 New Zealand
20
. /\\/—\\/\
104/""‘—'“‘“‘""»-—»-—“""—' mmmmmmm
5 .
ol } ] ] ] ]
(e Australia
0

15 /\_ﬂ_/.———\\“

TO b o T T N e e e i e e e o et A7 ot S
-'/

5l e

o ; | | | | ] 1 |

25 - Sweden

25 p Denmark

20
et e ittt
‘5:_//—

10 =

25 p

20

10 i~

Conada

0

{Chart continued on following page}




CuarTER 1. SAVING FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH IN THE INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES 47

Chart 1.11 {continued)
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in income and changes in tax payments. By contrast,
in many western European countries, this fag has
amounted to as much as one or iwo yeas, although
recent tax reforms in a number of countries, in adopt:
ing a pay-as-you-go basis {or tax payments, have gen-
erally tended to reduce the lapse of time.

In addition to automatic changes in tax revenue over
the cyele, changes in transfer payments have also played
an important role in the cyclical behaviour of govern.
ment saving This has been especially true where changes
in the level of unemployment have been significant, as
in the United States, since unemploymeni compensa-
tion is the most varfable component of transfer pay-
menis. In mest western Luropean eountries, however, a
much larger proportion of governmenl transfers, as
compared with the United States, has been in the form
of family allowances and pensions; and any changes
in their levels have not been related to variations in
current economic conditions.

In actual experience, however, the effect of automatic
changes in income on government saving during a re-
cession has often been strengthened or offset by other
influences. During the recession of 1952, most western

European countries expetienced declines in the level of
sovernment saving; Lhe declines, however, were sig-
nificantly magnified by increased levels of defence
expenditure, which were not an outcome of deliberate
contra-cyclical policy. In a number of countries the
falling trends in government income were even arresied
by increases in taxes which had been imposed dming
the height of the Korean boom. The behaviour of gov-
ernment saving in the United Stales during 1953/54
was also affected by special influences. In spite of the
aulomatic decline of government disposable income in
the recession, government activily exerted, on balance.
a contractionary influence on the economy because of
an even sharper reduction in delence expenditure.

In recent years, however, governmenls, instead of
relying exclusively upon the operation of the aulomatic
stabilizers, have increasingly made use of additional
measures Lo hasten the desired changes in government
saving. Thus, although the recession in 1958 was more
moderate than the pevious recession, government
contra-cyclical policies generally were more vigoious
and comprehensive. Measures 1o 1educe taxes, for ex-
ample were used in such countries as Australia, Austria,
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Norway and Sweden. While in some instances the re-
duction was designed to lower totnl tax revenue, the
choice of the kind of taxes generally had the effect of
stimulating the economy at seclected points. In some
cases, as in Denmark, where recessionzry lendencies
occurred in 1957, tax relief to slimulate investment was
accompanied by increases in indirect taxes to restrain
consumption.

Deliberate tax relief to eounteract recessionary ten-
dencies has, however, important limitations. Many gov-
ernments have been rather reluetant o reduce taxes for
fear that the necessary upward readjustment during
the subsequent recovery would prove too difficult. At-
templs to increase government consumption during ve-
cessions have alse faced limitations. Once an inerease
has been eflected, subsequent reductions may prove to
be difficult. Furthermore, the impact of many of the
measures designed to vary government saving has
necessarily been somewhat delayed, partly because of
the administrative complexities involved in their im-
plementation; and sometimes, economic conditions have
changed more rapidly than could be [oreseen when pol-
icy was formulated. For instance, cven in the Nether-
lands, where anti-cyclical policy has been vigorously
pursued, the acceleration of tax collection, introduced
in 1951, had a major impact on government saving in
the following year when there was a recession, and most
other expansionary measures inlroduced to combal the
recession did not take effect until 1933, Again, in
France, the sharp rise in government saving in 1958
was the result of longer-term fiscal reforms

While changes in the level of government saving are,
in some degree, 2 mattex of deliberate decision, the short-
term variations in corporate saving are much more the
ceonomic consequence of the oscillations in the general
level of activity. It is not surprising, therefore, that the
Liehaviour of corporate saving is more clossly correlated
with fluctuations in activity than is that of government
saving. But this is not only because corporate income
has heen patticularly sensilive to variations in the gen-
eral level of economic activity; there has alse been a
strong tendency for corporalions lo maintain dividends
in times of temporary declines in income (see chart
1-12). The fact that dividend disbursements have gen-

26 The present discussion centres on the role of seving as a
stahilizer In a comprehensive analysis of the stabilizing opera-
tions of the government, governmen! investment programmes
and moretary policies should also be considered. Although major
expenditures usually require legislative approval, governments
have often heen able to vary the rate of expenditure or commit-
ment of money already appropriated In some countrivs, such as
Austria, Norway and Sweden, cxplicit provision has been made
for the Governmenl to increusc investment expenditure during
g recession In the Usited Kingdem, in order to strengthen its
anti-cyclical poliey, the Government hus recently sought power
to vary cerfain laxes within specified ranges by adininistrative
order For fuller discussion of fiscal and monetary policies, see
United Nations, Ecenomic Survey of Europe in 1939 (Sales No.:
60.EL E 1), chapter VI; United Nations, Forld Economic Survey,
1957 (Sgles Noo: 58 {1.C 1), chapter 15 Organisation for Euro-
pean Economic Co-operation, Europe and the World Economy
{Paris, 1960).

crally constitoted a relalively small percentage of cor-
porate income has partly made this possible; but also,
corporate Hquidity in many countries, despite a down-
waid trend in the post-war years, has generally been
high in times of recession. The operation of these factors
has been clearly observable, for example, in the recent
experience of the United States, where sharp dips in
corporate saving have periodically occurred; thus, be-
tween the first quarters of 1957 and 1958, corporate net
saving, scasonally adjusted, declined from an annual
rate of $11 1 billion 1o a low level of 3.6 billion.

Unlike both government and corporate saving, the
behaviour of houschold saving during post-war reces-
sions appears to have been highly uncertain In the
United States, household saving as a percentage of gross
domestic product has been remarkably stable during
most of the period under review. In so far as fluctuations
have tended to be much smaller in household disposable
income than in total ouwtput, the stability in this per-
cenlage during recessions has been indicative of a decline
in the share of household saving in household disposable
income. However, it appears that during the 1960
recession, the share of houschold saving in disposable
income tended to rise; this probably reflected uncer-
tainty aboul the ouliook for an improvement in employ-
men{ opporiunities.

In contrast lo the experience of the United States,
thete has been ne tendency {or household saving in
relation to gross domestic product to remain stable over
time in most other industrial countries. Nor has there
licen a consistent pattern of behavieur during the course
ol the eyele®™ Thus, during the 1952 recession, house-
hold saving as a percentage of gross domestic product
did not decline in all countries. To some extent the lack
of uniform behaviour in houschold saving among coun-
tries reflected diflerent reactions te the collapse of the
Korean boom. In some western Luropean countries,
the increases in the level of household saving marked the
end of the speculative buying that occurred during the
Korean boom. In the Netherlands and the United King-
dom, Lhe increases were also prompted by the abnorm-
ally low levels of saving in the early post-war years. In
Australia, household saving rose partly as a result of
the 1estrictions on imports of consumer goods imposed
prior to the recession. The absence of any uniform be-
haviour in household saving was again noticeable dur-
ing the recession in 1958, although the general economic
silualion was far more normal than in 1952

The diflerences among countiies in the behaviour of
o
houschold saving have also been influenced by the
differing timing of purchases of consumer durables,
Changes in these purchases have been highly volatile
27 There is sume evidence that saving of unincorporated enter-
prise, which is included in household saving, has behaved in a
similar way to corporate saving The eyclical pattern of saving
of farmers hes, bowever, been complicated by the lack of corre-
spondence between variations in agricultural and general eco-
nomic activity.
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Chart 1-12. Annual Fluctuations in Uses of Corporate Income, 1950.1959

(Percentage ol corporate income before taxes)
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Chart 1-12 (continued)
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and a reduction in the purchase of durables in periods
of 1ecession lias often been sufficient to inerease house-
hold saving Furthermore, in countries where hire-
purchase credit has financed a significant portien of
these purchases, contractual repayments have tended to
raise the level of household saving during a recession.

In comparison to the olher components of saving,
foreign saving or, in other words, the balance of pay-
ments an cutrent account has usually shown particularly
violent Auctuations. This reflects the high degree of sensi-
tivity of the {oreign halance lo changes in domeslic de-
mand. During the 1952 recession, the common experi-
ence was an improvement in the balance. While exports
tended to rise, imporls lended to [all as a result of the
slackening domestic demand. The change from an im-
potl surplus Lo an export surplus, which was particularly
noticeable in Australia, Beigium, Denmark, the Nether-
lands and the United Kingdom during this period, had a

stimulating effect on domestic demand and counteracted
recessionary lendencies in the domestic economy . A simi-
lar improvement in the {oreign balance was again experi-
enced by most countries during the 1958 recession. The
United States was perhaps the one major exception to
this experience since foreign trade is not ouly less im-
portant in its economy but has often been subjected to
the influence of special factors, such as the Suez crisis.
Moreover, its foreign balance has been considerably
aflected by aulonomous movements in government
erants and private investment abroad.*

For some countries, however, the role of f{oreign
saving has been even more important in expansionary,

25 It may be noted that because the timing of the post-war
business cycles in various industrial countries has not exaetly
coineided and beeause speeial circumstances have sometimes
dominated the movement of fereign balance, the cyclical impact
of the industrial countries on the payments position of the rest
of the worid has not heen us severe ns otherwise might have
been the ease
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than in recessionary, phases of activity. To a considera-
ble extent it has acted as a temporary safety-valve for
domestic imbalance. When domestic demand {or saving
has risen relatively to domestic supply of saving, for-
eign saving has been drawn upon. Such saving, however,
cannotl be increasingly drawn upon for any extended
period of time, since this entails the reduction of [oreign
exchange reserves or increasing foreign indebiedness,
Foreign saving may thus prove to be a factor limiting
investment and growth, ss it has in certain countries,
such as the United Kingdom, during recent years. To
some extent, the tendency to draw excessively on foreign
saving may have reflected inadequate saving [rom do-
mestic sources. But even where the supply of saving from
domestic sources has been adequate, market trends in
exports and imports, logether with autonromous eapital
movements, have sometimes been such as to place a
serious strain on the external balanee during expan-
sionary periods.

Undoubtedly, with the gradual liberalization of trade
and currency restrictions, especially among the indus-
trial countries, the link between domestic economic
activity and external balance has been strengthened.
The fact that the external balance has nol become a more
serious source of limitation on the domestic expansion
of most of the industrial countries has reflected in part
the massive official grants {rom the United Siates to
these countries in the early post-war years and the
sizable outflow of gold in the latter part of the nineteen
fifties. It is evident, however, that the United States has
become increasingly concerned with its loreign balance,
and further improvement in the reserves of other coun-
tries by means of a continued redistribution of gold {rom
the United States has become less likely. It is therefore
encouraging that governments in both countries with
large payments surpluses and other countries, have
been giving serious consideration te ways and means
that could inerease the supply of international liguidity.

The supply of finance

In buoyant economic conditions when productive
capacity is being fully utilized, the level of investment
which can be realized may be limited by the propor-
tion of income which the community is willing lo save
at the prevailing level of prices. Identification of the
principal factors moulding saving behaviour in dil-
feren! countries has formed the main content of this
chapter. It is always possible, however, that the level
of investment may also be limited, not by the unwilling-
ness of the community to refrain from consuming a
proportion of output at prevailing prices, but by the
inability of those enterprises or institutions which
undertake investment activity to secare all the funds
necessary to finance investment. An enterprise may wish
to invest in new capital equipment, but it may be un-
able to obtain the finance needed for puichase of the
equipment. Conceivably, If many enterprises were so
placed, the aggregate level of investment could be de-
pressed and the balance between total investment and
saving would then be struck at a lower level. Even
though Rnancial markets in industrial countries are
highly developed, the flow of financial resources [rom
sivers Lo investors is by no means [ree of impediments;
much financing of investment does not, in any case,
take place through the financial institutions that con-
stitute the market in an ordinary sense. Thus, the prob-
lem of the fnancing of investment has been of some
impertance in industrial countries because it has in-
fluenced the level of investment in particular industries
or seclors.

Of the two sectors in the economy where investment
activily is undertaken, namely, government and enter-
prise, it can hardly be said that the financing of in-
vestment in the government sector as a whole coustitutes
a problem, except in a rather special sense. While gov-

ernment can obtain finance by laxation or borrowing,
the supply of government saving available for the
financing of investment in the government sector is, as
has already been discussed, not simply related to in-
vestment programmes but is the outcome of taxation
and expendilure policy in general. In this sense, there-
fore, investment may, on oceasion, be {rustrated by lack
of finance.

When a number of years are taken together, however,
it cannot be said that lack of finance has been an im-
pediment lo investment in the government sector as a
whele. Thus, as may be seen from table 1.23, in the
nineleen fifties, total government saving generdlly
proved more than adequate to cover government invest-
menl. In fact, governments have generally had excess
saving, and, as noted earlier, this has been vsed in a
number of countries to finance investment in public
enterprises or even in corporate enterprises. Nor is there
any indicalion that those countries in which investment
in the government sector has been relatively large, have
been faced with greater financial difficulties since sig-
nificant amounts of excess saving are also found in
these countries Thus, among the countries, Finland, the
Netherlands and Norway have achieved substantial
exeess saving in government despite high investment in
the government sector. The defieit in government saving
in Belgium, on the other hand, has not been due to high
government investment.

Despite the general excess of total government saving,
kowever, many technical problems have been present
in the financing of investment within some subsectors
of goveinment. Much government investment, for ex-
ample, is undertaken by state or local authorities, and
resteictions on the fiscal power of these authorities have
often limited their investment. Thus, in mest industrial
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Table 1-23.  Level of Investment and Excess of
Saving over Investment of General Government,

1950-1959

(Percentapge of gross domestic product)

Tnvest- Ereess
Countrys Soving menth sabiny
Japane. 5.4 52 0.2
Australia . 5.5 4.6 0.9
Finland 130 4.5 5
Netherlands 69 4.1 28
Norwayd 7.4 3.7 3.9
Canada 29 35 —{1.6
Sweden 4.9 32 17
ftalye e 2.3 26 ~ 04
Cermany (Federal Republic) 70 2.5 o2
United States 25 23 02
Denmark¢ 4.1 20 21
France 3.9 20 1.9
Belgiume ()5 17 —2.2
United Kingdom 22 15 0.4

Source: See table 1.1

» Countries are arranged in descending order af level of
gavernment investment ng o percentuge of gross domestic
product

b These data on investment by general government are not
exactly comparable among countries Information on the dis-
tribution of inventories by type of purchaser is not available
for most countries. Thus, Tt was necessary to make rough esti-
mates of the inventories of penesal government in these coun-
tries. This was done by arbitrarily assuming that the share of
government in total inventeries was proportional to its share in
votal fixed investment The error invelved bere is not large since
inventory investment over the years is u relatively small portion
of total investment

¢ 1055.1959, annual average

4 1950- 1958, annuuil average.

countries, with the notable exception of the Secan-
dinavian countries, the structure of taves of local ot
state governments differs significantly from that of the
central government. The heavy dependence on property
taxes or local rates in a number of countries, for ex-
ample, often does net permit automaltie « ljustment of
revenues with rising incomes, and revisions of basic
rates or reassessment of property values are usually
difhicurit 1o make. Moreover, the authority to borrow
money s usually severely limited, sometimes by con-
stitutional provisions. These considerations have been
particularly important in areas such as scheol construe-
tion which often is traditionally a focal or state Tunction.

It is, however, largely in the enterprise sector that
the problem of financing assumes importanee, since it
is this sector which depends heavily upon financial
markets to secure lhe funds for investment, Although
the data on investment and saving for this sector are
not exactly comparable, owing mainly to reasons of a
statistical nature, it is clear that the enterprise sector is
usually the largest net borrower from other scctors.
The rough orders of magnitude may Le seen from table
1.24. Further, there is some evidence that the degree of
dependence on external finance has varied with the
level of investment. In those countries where enterprise
investment has been especially high its deficit in saving

has also been relatively high; this has been true, o
example, of Australia, the Federal Republic of Cer-
many, Japan and Norway. And, where investment has
been low, the deficit has tended to be low, as, for
example, in Belgium, the United Kingdom and the
United States.

Table 1.2d4. Level of Investment and Excess of
Saving over Investment of Enterprises, 1950-1959

(Percentage of gross domestic product)

Catntrye Sawing  Tonvestmentt  Ereess saving
Norways 13.5 261 —126
Japand. 145 251 —166
Australia . oL 106 239 —133
Germany {Federal Republie) 105 21.3 —109
Canada 116 210 —H4d
Netherlands 11.0 202 —-56
Swadan. 12.2 179 w57
Denmarke T 167 -9.3
France 111 16.6 -5 6
United States 10.8 15.7 —4.9
Belgiume 100 14.5 — il
United Kingdom 114 141 -27

Saurce: See table 1.1

2 Counltries are arrenged in descending order of level of enter-
prise investment as a percenisge of gross domestic product

b Investment by public and private enterprises, including tha
by unineorporated enterprises and investment in privute housing

< 19501958, annual average

¢ 19551954, annuad average

A similar conclusion appears 1o emerge from dala,
shown in lable 1.25, for a number of countries on the
amaunt of external finance obtained by corporations in
relation to their investment. External finance, however,
may not be used solely to meel investment needs, but
may also be used for other purposes including the main-
tenance of liquidity or such purely fnancial trans.
aclions as the acquisilion of financial assets The share
of external finance in investmen! does not, therefore,

Table 1-25. External Finance as Share of
Corporate Investment and Total Finance'

{Percentage)

Shre of exlernel  Share of externad

Country finares in gross Sinanee @ fotal

{nvesfment Sinusce
Japan . 912 60.5
Canada, 06.0 513
Australia . 625 55.5
France . . o 600 385
Germany (Federal Republic) 591 48 4
United States 518 a72
United Kingdom 441 371

Seurce: Division of Geuneral Economic Research and Policies
af the United Nutions Secretarist, based on national sources,

» Total finance denotes external and internal finance. Data for
the Federal Republic of Germaay and the United States refer to
the average of 1950-1959; for Australia, 1952.1958; Canada,
1950- 1954 France, 1950-1955; Japan, 1951-1959, and the United
Kingdom, 1950-1958
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necessarily reveal the relative importance of external
and internal sources in financing investment. This is
again shown in table 1-25 where the supply of external
finance is also expressed as a percenlage of total finance.
And, on the whole, as may be seen, the ranking of
countries by this measure corresponds to that ebtained
from the comparison of the supply of external finance
with investment.

No doubt, the relative dependence on external finance,
however, must have been affected not only by the Jevel
of investment but also by such other factors as govern-
mental Ascal policy with regard to corporate direct taxes
and depreciation allowances, the growlh of corporate
income, corporate dividend distribution policy and the
liquidity position of corporations during the period.
The decline in corporate liquidity during the nineteen
fifties, for instance, appears to have been especially
marked in Canada, the United Kingdom and the United
States. Liquid assets in these couniries from the early
nineteen fifties to the late nineteen ffties fell by 10 per
cent or more in terms of current liabilities,

It appears to be fairly clear, nevertheless, that, in
coundries with higher levels of investment in the cor-
porate or enterprise sectors, the dependence on external
sources of finance has generally been relatively greater.
In such countries, the flexibility of financial markets
in meeting the financial requirements of varied indus-
tries and fAirms has no doubt been put more severely to
the test than in countiies where the corporate sector
has been able to vely more heavily on internal sources.
it may be noted, however, that reliance on internal
sources in the corporate sector as a whole does not
necessarily imply that the problem of finance is any
less acute for individual concerns. For, though nu-
merous industries or enterprises may have large internal
financial resources, these resources may not he made
available to other industries or enterprises.

Among industries, although comparison is rendered
diflicult by the effect of their particular operations on
their patterns of finance, there is some indication that
the more rapidly expanding industries generally have
derived a relatively high share of finance from external
sources. This appears to have been the case in Canada,
the Federal Republic of Germany and France In Japan,
however, some of the higher growth industries appear
to have been favoured by liberal depreciation allow-
ances so that their dependence on external funds has
not been especially high. And in the United Kingdom
and the United States no significant differences in the
pattern of finance between the faster growing and other
industries has been apparent; this has been influenced
by the fact that their rate of growth during the nineteen
fifties has been relatively moderate.

While it is possible {or the [aster growing industry to
restrain dividend disbursements in order lo conserve
funds for expansion, such disbursements have some-
times been considered necessary for the purpese of

attracting investors in new financing. In Australia, for
example, these industries have actually pursued a more
liberal policy of dividend disbursements than the aver-
age. In the United Kingdom, although the faster growing
industries have on the average been more restrained in
dividend disbursements, the most rapidly expanding
industries have generally pursued a liberal distribution
policy.

If special problems may have been associated with
the financing of the more dynamic industries, the same
cant be said of the financing of small firms. The finance
of investment in small firms has been a problem com-
mon to most countries. It is well known that the lending
rates applicable to small borrowers have usually been
significantly higher than those to large borrowers. The
reported rates, moreover, have usually understated the
differential belween those charged to large and to small
firms since much of the differential has been hidden
in such expenses as service charges and minimum de-
posit requirements. Moreover, as lending institutions
usually perform some function of credit rationing, espe-
cially during perieds of tight money, the smali clieats
have generally experienced a higher rejection rate®
When the small boriowers have been forced to seek
funds from sources other than the regular financial
institutions the cost has even been higher. It is [o1 such
reasons that a number of governments have paid par-
ticular attention lo the problem of the finance of small
industries. In the United Kingdom, for example, the
Industrial and Commercial Finance Corporation has
specialized in loan and equity financing of small busi.
ness; and in the United States, similar facilities have
been provided by the Small Business Administration.
The influence of these special institwtions hag, however,
necessarily been limited since their resources have-as
yet heen small in comparison with the total require-
ments. This is especially the case with equity finance
which small business has found most difficult to secure.®

Several changes in post-war years have undoubtedly
coniributed towards rendering financial markets more
flexible. For one thing, financial institutions themselves
lkave been adapting to changing conditions. Thus, in
situations where the commercial banks may have been
reluctant to extend credit, other fAnancial institutions,
such as life insurance companies, have often emerged
as alternative sources of supply. This has in turn brought
pressure on banking institutions fo be more flexible in
their lending policies. A related trend has been the
development of trade credit by non-financial corpora-
tions themselves. This development has had the effect
of utilizing more fully the available liquidity within

## According to a survey conducted et the end of 1959 and the
beginning of 1960 in the United States, for example, over one-
haif of the demands of the small manufacturing corporations
which needed long-term credit were not satisfactorily met. In
contrast, the proportion was only about one-seventh for the large
manufacturing cerporations requiring iong-lerm credit. Beard

of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, Federal Reserve

Bulletin, January 1961 (Washington, D.C).
30 Ibid.
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the corporate sector. Moreover, it has sometimes served
to place the superior borrowing power of the large
corperations at the dispoesal of small firms. These firms
have usually been either suppliers or customers of the
large corporations and have, therefore, been considered
as essential to the efficient operation of the large cor-
potations themselves,

Such changes have no doubt contributed lowards
increasing the flexibility in the supply of financial re-
sources. ln addition, however, governments in recent
years have deliberately sought to iniluence the flow of
finance into different industries or areas by a variety
of measures. For example, in the Federal Republic of
Germany, despite its emphasis on the market economy,
the financing of investment in industries regarded as
strategic to growth has been assisted by the allocation
of funds for investmen! [rom special contributions as
well as by special tax privileges. In such countries as
France, Japan and lialy, where long-term development
programmes have been worked out by the Government,
corresponding financial measures have also been a part
of the programme. These measures, especially in France
and taly, have included direct financing by government
agencies us well as general fiscal incentives. In the
Scandinavian countries, taxes or rebates on investment
expenditures have been selective so that industries con-
sidered essential have usually been favoured. Difleren-
tial treaiment of industries as regards accelerated
depreciation allowances has been fairly general in most
industrial countries. [n the United States, for example,
although differential treatment of various calegories of

investment has nol been widely practised, differences
among industries in depreciation and depletion allow-
ances have alse had indirect effects on the pattern of
investment; and a recenl proposal by the government
amounting to a tax privilege 1o those firms with a rela-
tively high rate of investment has reflected current con-
cern ahout the need to stimulate investment, especially
in the growing industries. Furthes. in most countries,
the housing industry has been singled out for special
assistance and control. In the United Kingdom, for
example, a major proporiion of dwellings has, until
recently, been constructed by the public sector itself,
In most other countries, although public construction
has been far less impottant, a significant share of the
source of finance has bheen derived {rom the public
sector. In addition, governments have sought to regulate
the pace of residential construclion activities by changes
in the terms of mortgages, such as minimum down-
payments and maximum years of maturily, in addition
te general credit availabilities, Finally, it may be noted
that many countries have made special provision for
financial assistance lo depressed industiies or areas
The most conspicuous case of such aid has been the
regional programmes in the south in ltaly. More modest
forms of regional assislance can also be found in Bel-
gium, France, the Netherlands, Norway and the United
Kingdom. And examples of aid to depressed industries
may be found in the compichensive plans to re-equip
the textile industry in the United Kingdom and the coal
industry in Belgium, and the financial aid for invest-
ment in railways in the United States.

Conclusion

Experience has demonstrated that the propertion of
gross product devoted to investment is strategic in the
promotion of economic growth, Were the resources of
industrial countries not fully employed, their rates of
mrowth could be improved simply by fuller utilization
of existing eapacity. But, since high levels of economic
activity have generally been maintained, the attainment
of high rates of growth has necessarily turned upon
the realization of high levels of investment; this has
heen especially true of countries where labour shartages
have tended to limit the pace of expansion. Most govern-
ments have shown growing recognition of this need
and have in fact taken various steps to promote invest-
ment during the nineteen fifties.

If the level of investment is to be raised, however,
it must be matched by a corresponding increase in
saving. It is encouraging that, among the industrial
countries, since they possess more or less similar eco-
nomic systems, a number have succeeded in generating
high levels of saving in the past decade. But this also
raises the question of why saving in other countries has
not been adapted to the achievement of a high rate of
growth.

Thete is no simple or clear-cut answer 1o this question.
The set of forces which have determined the supply of
saving during the past decade have not only been com.
plex but have also differed in their relative importanece
among countries. But it is at feast not diflicult to dismiss
certain possible explanations of the differing experience
of countries. For one thing, whatever the influence of
the level of per capita real income on saving behaviour,
this has not been decisive in accounting for inter-country
differences in saving; indeed, the highest level of saving
has been generated in the poorest of the industtial coun-
tries. Nor have higher levels of saving been attained by
greater reliance on the inflationary mechanism; infla-
tionary pressures and balance of payments dilliculties
have certainly been no less evident in countries where
saving has heen low. In all countiies, moreover, it is
the domestic economy which lias been the predominant
source of saving, and in none has the attainment of a
high level of saving depended significantly on recourse
to the saving of other countiies.

The evidence of the nincleen fifties suggests that an

impertant element in the realization of high levels of
saving has been saving habits in the houschold sector.
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The distribution of income among high-income or low-
income groups is undoubtedly influential in determin-
ing the proporiion of income which the community is

willing to set aside as saving. But it is striking that the,

saving habits of the community as a whole have also
been significantly affected by high rates of growth in
household income. Moreover, the tendency to save more
when income is rising rapidly has persisted even though
the lower-income groups have shared more than pro-
portionately in the expansion of total income. Il is
cerlainly true that a number of other factors have also
moulded saving habits; the age composition of the
population ox the spread of home ownership are ex-
amples. But the experience of the nineteen fifties does
afford support for the hypothesis that high levels of
investment, through fostering high rates of growth in
income, may have {acilitated the realization of higher
levels of saving in the household sector

The evidence concerning the contribution of the ente1-
prise sector to total saving is much less conclusive. It
is quite clear that it is generally the jargest single source
of suving, though this partly reflects the statistical con-
vention that practically all the depreciation charges of
{he economy are included in enterprise saving Depte-
ciation charges themselves are & major source of gross
saving in all countries; and it musl not he forgotlen
that technological advances become embodied in the
capital stock as much through replacement of depre-
ciated assets as through the creation of new assets. While
depreciation rates are jargely related to the size and
siructure of accumulated physical asscls and therefore
reflect past investmend, rather than present saving,
decisions, it is true that there is a large element of
convention in corporale practice as regards depreciation
charges and thal the fiscal policy of government in
defining depreciation allowances for purposes of cor-
porate taxation can terefore affect gross saving in this
sector.

The role of government in affecting the saving be-
haviour of the communily is of especial interest. In
the modern economy, government policy and markel
[orces ave inextricably interwoven. and pelicy. in some
degree, aflects the cconomic decisions of almost all in-
dividuals and economic entities in the community.

The most immediate impact ol government on the
level of total saving has been through its own direct
contyibution as a saver. it is of some inlerest that the
countries which have achieved high levels of 10tal saving
have usually been able lo generale & farge amount of
saving in the government scclor as well as in the private
scctor, A high level of saving by the government has,
moreover, generally reflected a relatively high tevel
of tax revenue rather than a jow level of consumption
expenditure. Where tax revenue has been high but
saving has been low, it has been defence expenditure
cather than civil expenditure that has limited saving
And a relatively large volume of tax revenue has been
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indicative not so much of a greater degree of progression
in the structure of direct taxes as of a higher effective
cate of tax al both higher-income and lower-income
levels.

From the point of view of policy, however, the imme-
dinte contribution which government can make to a
higher level of saving through modification of its own
role as a saver is subject Lo practical limilations in the
industrial countries. On the side of expenditure, a large
proportion of the yesourees available to government has
been absorbed by defence expenditure in some coun-
tries. And, in the growing economies of today, the need
for continuous expansion of public services renders any
reduction in the share of total output absorbed in eivil
expenditure extremely difficult. The ability to expand
revenue may also be limited by a lack of correspondence
between tax rates and yields. Although government
revenue could possibly be raised still further, there have
been cogent arguments of a social as well as of an eco-
nomic nature against increasing the tax burden. If the
burden falls heavily on ihe lower-income Zroups. there
is generatly a conflict with the objective of more equal
distribution of income; but i it falls mainly on the
higher-income groups, incentives lo work and to save
may be adversely affected. Governments have, therefore,
generally avoided drastic changes in the tax structuie.

Of much more general importance is the indirect in-
[uence on the saving behavious of the community which
government can exert through the innumerable specific
instruments at its disposal. In early post-war years, the
divect vontrols exercised by governments over supplies
of consumer goods. particulatly those imporied from
abroad, influenced houschold saving by restraining
private consumption. In more recent years, such restrie-
tions have largely been removed, though imports of
eerlain consumer durables, such as molor-ciaIs have
somelimes continued Lo e controiled. Mere important,
with the rapid expansion of consumer credit, govern-
ments have increasingly sought 1o influence its avail-
ability and terms. In a few countries, notably the United
Kingdom, consumer expenditure has also heen infhi
enced through changes in purchase taxes, although such
changes may sometimes have impeded the orderly ex-
pansion of some of the leading sectors of the cconomy.
In some counlries, additional 1eliance has been placed
on changes in broader types of consumer taxes or sub-
sidies, such as turnover or sales taxes. Efforts have also
heen made to encourage household saving by the offer
of direct incentives to save: among these have been the
provision of altractive tax-free interest payments on
small savings, and measures Lo hroaden participation in
life insurance and pension plans or in the ownership
of shares. A particularly noteworthy feature has been
the encouragement of home ownership since home-
ownets, through repayment of mortgages, tend 1o save
mote.

Liberal depreciation allowances, as noted above, have
been an important influence in raising corporate saving.
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s et et e

Such measures have also been used to encourage the
growth of selected industries. In some countries, cor.
porate saving has been stimulated through lower rates
of taxes on retained profits. The increase in corporate
saving, however, may have been, to some extent, offset
by lower personal saving as a result of smaller djs.
tribution of corporate profits. Inasmuch as 2 significant
portion of the distributed profils may be expected to be
reinvested, certain governments have provided tax in-
centives for distribution of profits in order to stimulate
the growth of the capital market.

The many specific measures available to government
to encourage saving can undoubtedly have 4 cumulative
effect on saving habits. In the final analysis, however,
it must be recognized that the problem of rajsing the

level of saving cannot be solved by the offer of specific
inducements to save alone Saving and investment are
but two aspects of the more general problems of hal.
anced economic growth. It has been seen that, in some
countries, for example, the tendency for disequilibrium
in the balance of payments to emerge when domestic
cconomic activity accelerates, has reacted adversely on
investment and growth. And this has not heen sofely a
preblem of balanced domestic growth, but has merged
into the larger problem of the supply of international
liquidity. The experience of the nineteen fifties, in fact,
suggests that where the constraint imposed on domestic
activity by the need to protect the external balance has
been less severe, the constraint placed hy saving on in-
vestment has also been lessened by the realization of
high rates of domestic econemic growth,




Chapter 2

SAVING FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE
UNDER-DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

The role of saving and investment

It is self-evident that the acute poverty of people in
under-developed areas has its source in extremely low
levels of productive capacity. And of the labour, natural
resources and capital that combine to determine produc-
tive capacity, it is the stock of capital that is in greatest
want. While the stock of capital accumulated in indus.
trial countries over the deeades is large in relation to
the population, it is still very small in under-developed
countries. The task of raising levels of living in these
countries thus, in large measure, resolves itself into
the problem of capital accumulation.

The crucial role of investment in the economic growth
of under-developed countries was discussed at some
length in the World Economic Survey, 1959.* The Sur-
vey observed that the rates of economic growth altained
by individual countries have been clearly related to
their levels of investment; and this relationship is again
illustrated in table 2-1, The highest rates of growth have
generally occurred in countries where the proportion
of output allocated to investment has been relatively
large; similarly, in countries experiencing low or mod-
erate growth rates the level of investment has tended
to be comparatively small. Nevertheless, as may be seen,
the relationship has not been very close. There are some
countries which have grown rapidly despite the mod-
erate proportion of output devoted lo investment; and
there are others which have grown slowly netwithstand-
ing 1ather high levels of investment. The fact that the
relationship between investment and growth is only
moderately close is not, of course, unexpected, for the
level of investment is but one of the determinants of
economic growth. Another important factor has been
the growth of effective demand in relation to the nature
and amount of under-utilized productive capacity at
the beginning of the period. Thus, in countries where
under-utilization of capacily was considerable in the
early nineteen fifties, the growth in output was greatly
facilitated thiough a fuller employment of idle pro-
ductive capacity. An especially important instance of
greater utilization of capacity is to be found in the case
of the export sector. In the under-developed countries,
where foreign trade is particularly important, the state
of export markets has exerted a strong influence on
growth rates; a vigorous demand for the exports of a
country has stimulated the growth of employment and

i United Nations, World Economic Survey, 1959 (Sales No.:
6OIIC1).
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output, while sluggish export markets have depressed
growth. And in so far as the expanded supply of ex-
ports has been achieved through a greater utilization
of existing resources, the additional capital required for
the increase in output has been reduced.

Other factors have also influenced the relationship be-
tween investment and the rate of growth. Countries have
differed considerably in the extent to which there have
been improvements in the techniques of production, the
introduction of which has required a minimum of new
investment. Moreover, the pattern of investment has also
had a considerable influence upon the rate of economic
growth. An undue emphasis on a parlicular sector, or
disregard for imporlant sectors, has on occasion re-
tarded economic aclivity as seriously as a lack of essen-
tial raw materials, For example, a failute to provide
power, communications and other necessary infrastruc.
ture facilities has at times been a deterrent to investment
in other fields.

important as these additional factors are, there is no
doubt that higher levels of investment are crucial to the
acceleration of economic growth. And while many prob-
lems certainly confront under-developed countiies in
the appropriate use of new capital, their gireatest prob-
lem arises not in the allocation of investment but in the
securing of additional productive resources for invest-
ment. Without these additional resources, higher levels
of investment cannot be realized.

In view of the wide-spread under-employment of
productive resources in under-developed countries, it
might at first sight seem that greater investment should
not be too difficult of autainment. But the under-employ-
ment of productive resources which is a characteristic
of under-developed countries has its roots in the chronic
disequilibrium inherent in the strueture of their econo-
mies; and it is broadly true that resources can only he
more fully utilized as the causes of disequilibrium are
gradually removed.

The sources of such disequilibrium are manifold.
Though labeur is usually in plentiful supply, for ex-
ample, it may not be practicable to ulilize it more fully
io meet an expansion in investment demand because the
complementary resources necessary for production are
lacking; or even if the complemenlary resources, such
as tools or machinery, are available, the manpower may
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Table 2-1. Rate of Growth of Output and Rela-

tionship between Investment and Output, 1950-
1959*

Rafe Gross
af domestic
growlh capilal
in gross Jormation  Ingremental
Country domestic s capited-outpul
praductt pereentuge raligh
(percentuge of gross
per domestic
annm} produefe
Jamaica 12 21 2
Israel o 11 26 2
TFrinidad and Tobago 9 24 3
Irag 9 15 2
Venezuela 8 27 3
Greece . . .o 7 1 2
Rhodesia and Nyasaland 7 29 4
China {Taiwan} 7 17 3
Burma 6 19 3
Mexico 6 16 3
Brazil .. 6 16 2
Costa Rica 6 20 4
Philippines 6 9 1
Turkey 6 14 3
Panama 6 12 2
Malta 5 22 3
Spain 5 18 3
Guatemala 5 12 2
Puerto Rico 5 20 4
Congo 5 26 6
Cyprus. . . 5 19 5
Korea (Republie of} 5 13 2
Union of South Africa 5 23 4
Eeuador 5 14 3
Ghana 5 11 3
Colombiz 5 18 4
Thailand 4 16 4
Indonesia 4 6 1d
Portugal 4 16 4
Chile 4 10 3
Hm%%:lums % 15 rf;-
UAR {Egypt) 12 4
Tdia " 3 8 2
Ceylon . 3 11 4
Tanganyika 2 17 8
Argentina 2 20 12
Morocco 2 16 1l

Spurce: Division of General Economic Resenrch and Paolicies
of the United Nations Secretarint, hased on deta from Statistical
Office of the United Nations, Yearbook of National Accounts
Statistics and [rom national sources,

a For the following countries, the period differs from that
stated: Burma, 1949/50-1958/59 (fscal years ending in Septem-
ber); Brazil, Mexico and Panams, 1950-1958; Honduras, 1950-
1957; Iraq, 1950-1956; India, 1950/51.1957/58 {fiscal years
beginning in Aptil); Puesto Rico, 1950/51-1958/60 (fiscal years
beginning in July}; Cyprus, 1951-1959; Argentina and Trinidad
and Tobago, 1951-1958; UAR {Egypt), 1951-1956; Portugal,
1052.1959: Morocco, 1952.1958; Thailand, 1952-1957; Ching
{Taiwan), Jamaica, Republic of Korea and Union of South
Africa, 1953.1050; Israel, 1953.1958; Malta, Rhedesia and
Nynsuland and Tanganyika, 1954-1059; Greece, 1954.1958;
Spain, 1954.1957; Ghana, 1955.1959.

For Indonesia, Mexico and the Philippines, the data nre based
on gross nationsl product; for India, they are Lused on net
national product at factor cost and net domestic capital forma.

lack the training and skill to use them. Again, a higher
level of investment expenditure may not be feasible
because the employment of additional labour raises
demand for wage-goods, notably, food; and an inereased
supply of food may not be forthcoming More than
any other sector of production, agriculture in under-
developed countries is usually least adapted to the
requirements of an expanding economy; primitive
methods of production and antiquated systems of land
ownership, in particular, combine lo obstiuct the re-
sponsiveness of eutput to market conditions. Yel another
instance of chronic disequilibrium is the unintegrated
state of an under-developed economy; because of inade-
quate transpor! and communication facilities, the many
local matkets within the economy may he relatively
isolnted from each other, each market being unrespon-
sive to events in the others.

The elements of chronic disequilibrium inherent in
the economies of under-developed countries are the
primary rteason why these countries are particularly
prone to inflation Despite the under-employment of re-
sources, output often responds only weakly to increase
in demand. Additions to investment demand may thus
fail 1o evoke an expansion in output, but may rather
bring pressure on the level of domestic prices or on
the external balance. In these circumstances, unless the
additional investment demand can be met through a
corresponding deterioration in the external balance, a
higher level of investment can be realized only if the
upward movement in domestic prices causes a redis-
tribution of income in favour of the higher-income
groups. Since these groups tend to save a larger propor-
tion of their incomes, the higher level of saving in the
economy will then release resources to satisfy the in-
crease in investment demand; and a higher level of
investment can be realized. No less than in industrial
countries, however, the attainment of a higher level of
investment in under-developed countries thiough the in-
flationary mechanism brings undesirable consequences.
{ndeed, in these countries, since per capita income is
already at very low levels, any fall in real income among
the poorer classes may have particularly severe social
and economic consequences.

It is true that inflation has been a major problem con-

tion. Capital formation data {or Tanganyike, Thailand and Tackey
exclude changes in stocks

b The rates of growth in gross domestic product generally
refor to nnnual compound rates for the period from 19501952
to 1957-1959; but wljmw the period is shorter, averages of oni{
two terminal years have been used. For calculation of growth
rates and incremental capital-output ratios, all busic data were
expressed in constunt prices. Incrementel capitsl-output ralios
have heen caleudated by dividing the share of gross fixed invest-
ment in gross domesti¢ product by the annual rate of growth in
gross domestie product

+ In current prices, sinee this is a more appropriate concept
for studying the sources of financing of investment. A similar
procedure has been followed in ca]cu?uting saving ratios in sub-
se(iucnt tables in the present chapter.

4 Caleulated from the ratio of gross fixed investment to gross
domestie product in current prices,
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[routing a number of under-developed countries in the
mineteen fifties. 11 is not lo be inferred, however, thal
inflation has gencrally been an important factor in the
achievement of high levels of saving, While, as may be
seen from chart 2-1, annual rates of growth of 5 per
cent o1 more have been allained in a few countries where
the degree of inflation has been considerable, for the
under-developed countries as a group, there has been
no consistent relationship between inflation and growth

Chart 2-1. Relationship hetween Rate of Growth
in Real Output and Price Change, 1950-1952 to
1957-1959"
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Source: See table 2-1.
a For certain differences In time period and concepls, see
fuootnotes to table 2.1,

As in the industrial countries, the differing experience
of under-developed countries with regard to the levels
and trends in investment and saving which they have
achieved is not simply explainable in 1erms of their
reliance on the inflationary mechanism. But, in contrast
to the industrial countries, divergences among under-
developed countries in the level and trend of the total
supply of saving have not been related so exclusively
to the behaviour of domestic saving. As will be seen in
the lollowing pages. foreign saving has bulked much
larger in the experience of under-developed countries.
As will also be scen. however, saving behavioun in the
domeslic econemy has been far from uniform.

It is the purpose of this chapter to analyse the factors
accounting for the divergent experience among under-

developed vountiies in the devel and trend of saving
in the nineteen fifties. Fach of the several sourcves of
saving is thus discussed separately.

The grouping of the sources of saving into the house-
hold, enterprise, government and foreign seclors is. to
some extent, arhitrary, for the decisions to consume o
save that are taken in each of these sectors have reper.
cussions on saving hehaviour in the other sectors. [t must
also be recognized that there are several important
faclors, such as the export experience or stage ol de-
velopment of countries, that have significantly influenced
saving in all sectors of the economy, Nevertheless, analy-
sis by these broad classes of saving is illuminating since
the processes through which saving has been shaped
in the several sectors have generally been distinctively
different.

This point is most obvicus in the case ol foreign
capital, which has been an Important source of saving
lor investment in the under-developed countries during
the decade. For while the level of private eapital flow
has been mainly determined by the nature of com-
modities exported and the stage of development. the
fiow of public funds has been affected to a large extent
by political and other considerations. Public capital
flows have, in fact, tended to be related to relative in-
vestment needs, and have been larger as a proportion
of aross product in the lower-income countries than in
these at a more advanced stage of development.

Domestic saving, considered as an aggregate, has
tended 1o vary mainly with export expetience, and also,
to a minor degree, with per capita income levels. How-
ever, the level of domestic saving has also been sig-
nificantly affected by other factors. The saving of gov-
ernmends, for example. has inevitably reflecied thelr
policies with respect to public expenditure and revenue
programmes; again, a significant deteyminant of house-
hold saving has been the distribution of income between
wages and propeity and enterprise incomes.

The government sector is perhaps the most striking
instance of the extent to which decisions taken in onc
part of the economy affeet the behaviour of saving else-
where. Thus, government tax and expenditure policies
have been important in determining the level of saving
in the corperate enterprise and houscheld sectors. Cor-
porate dividend policies provide another important ex-
ample of the interdependence of decisions which aftect
saving. While a tiberal policy of distribuling dividends
within the domestic cconomy reduces corporale saving,
it may be offsel by higher levels of household income.

The study of the faclors accounting for differences
in the saving levels of foreign and domestic sectors with
which the chapter opens provides a point of departure
for the subsequent examinalion of trends. While, gener-
ally, the same economic lorees are found lo aveount
for trends in saving as for levels of saving, their inilu-
ence is revealed in a dynamie context of develepments
affecting trade, income and institutional factors. Finally,
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it is recognized that the failure to use available saving
efficiently has adversely affected the pace of economic
growth in some countries, and that, if saving is to make
a maximum contribution to progress, efficient means for

Sources of

In the under-developed countries, although their need
for high rates of economic growth is greater, the total
supply of saving available for domestic investment, when
expressed as a percentage of gross domestic produet,
has often not been a$ large as in most industrial coun-
tries. This constitutes an important difference between
the two groups of countries and goes close to the heart of
the problem of under-development.

The gap between the two groups of countries in their
capacity for self-sustaining growth is, however, reflected
not only in their different levels of saving but also in
their different patterns of saving. It is a mark of the
under-developed economies that not all the total supply
of saving available for investment is generated within
the domestic economy. Whereas a number of the indus-
trial countries are major sources of saving for the rest
of the world, most under-developed countries rely upon
foreign saving to augment domestic supplies (see tahle
2-2) . It is also signifcant that, as compared with indus.
trial countries, the various groups of income recipients
who are classified under the heading of unincorporated
enterprises appear to be of relatively greater importance
as a source of saving in the under-developed countries.
Again, depreciation charges in the under-developed
areas are generally a much smaller proportion of gross
product; and these charges accordingly contribute less
to gross saving. [t is quite possible that this may, in part,
denate differences in depreciation practices between the
two groups of countries. But it is more probable that it
primarily reflects fairly obvious differences in the struc-
ture of production and, accordingly, the composition
of the stock of depreciable assets, Since agriculture ac-
counts for a larger part of total output, a much smaller
proportion of the capital stock in undex-developed coun-
tries is made up of industrial assets with a relatively
short life, such as machinery, and a much larger share
consists of slowly depreciating assets, such as buildings,
roads, railways or dams,

It is thus clear that the broad differences between
the industrial and the under-developed countries in their
patterns of saving are reflective of fundamental struc-
tural and institutional differences in the nature of their
economies. When the under-developed countries are
considered as a group, the several sources of saving have
differed in their relative importance as compared with
industrial countries; and these differences in the pattern
of saving have contributed to the differences in the level
of total saving.

channelling it into a broad range of investment outlets
are needed. For this reason consideration is also given
to the problems encountered in its allocation among
alternative uses.

saving

However, the broad differences between the two
groups of countries should not obscure the fact that,
among the under-developed countries themselves, there
has been considerable diversity of experience as regards
both the level and the pattern of saving. Though the
total supply of saving has often been less, there are even
a few under-developed countries where it has been as
high as that prevailing in some industrial countries.
The range of variation in the level of total saving has,
in fact, been considerable. In Rhodesia and Nyasaland,
Venezuela, Israel and the Congo, for example, the total
supply of saving has exceeded 25 per cenl; this is in
sharp contrast to the low level of about 10 per cent in
Ceylon, Chile and the Philippines.®

Were there only small variations among countries
in the total supply of saving, these might perhaps be
ascribed primarily to deficiencies in the data. There is
no doubt that the measurement of saving in the under-
developed countries can, at best, yield only rough orders
of magnitude and that small differences among countries
may not he of any economic significance.? But, since
differences have been large, it is evident that they must
have been mainly the outcome of economic forces—modi-
fied, undoubtedly, by governmental policy.

There is no single economic force or aspect of govern-
mental policy to which the diversity in experience can be
traced. Rather, there have been differences in the com-
plex of forces and policies, not only as between coun-
tries with high or low levels of saving, but also among
countries with similar levels. As noted earlier, the total

2 Total supply of saving is the sum of depreciation, net do-
mestic saving and foreign saving. Depreciation is the provision
for the current value of wear and tear, obsolescence and acci-
dental dumage to fixed capital. Net domestic saving is the sum
of the surplus of incomings over outgoings in the current
aceounts of government, enterprises, houscholds and private
non-profit institutions. Transfers of the houschold and govern-
ment sectors to or from the rest of the world are excluded from
the income and expenditure accounts in estimating the saving
of these sectors. Foreign saving is the deficit in the balanee of
goods and services; it does not include current transfers to or
from the rest of the world.

3 Certain limitations of the data on whick the analysis in this
chapter is bosed should be noted. National accounts statistics
are deficient 10 the extent that countries follow different valua-
tion methods. Coverage of the non-monetized sector, moreover, is
often limited In view of such shortcomings, small differences in
magnitudes among countries cannot be considered significant.
This caution applies with particular force to saving data, some
of which are estimated ns balancing items in the national sectoral
accounts. Estimates of international flow of funds which are
derived from halance of pryments dats are deficient to the
extent that they exclude re.invested earnings in 2 number of
cases, It should also be noted that these estimates refer only to
!thc recorded items and that “errors and omissions” are often
arge.
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Table 2-2. Levels of Foreign and Domestic Saving, 1950-1959°

(Percentage of gross domestic product)

Counlry Ta:;’;xi:;ﬂ;’rj!y Depreciution Tgir:'{r:;rel i::;:’:l{;r"' Nf’iz:!ﬂ::;'mc

Rhodesia and Nyasaland . . 29 6 23 9 14
Venezuels . . 8 19 3 16
Israel . . . i . .. 21 -
Conpo . ........ .. .. . 26 8 I8 2 16
Trinidad and Tobago. ... . ... 24 8 16 6 10
Union of South Afriea . ... . . 23 8 15 1 14
Malta. . S 22 4 18 3 15
Jamaiea. .. .. .. . . . .. 21 7 15 g 5
Puerto Rico o o 20 6 14 i8 —4
Argentina . .. S 20 10 10 2 8
Costa Rica . . Ce 20 5 15 4 il
Burma . S ‘ 19 6 13 —1 14
Cyprus. ... ........ . . . . 19 4 15 12 3
Spain. .. . . .. ... 18 7 10 2 8
Colombin ... .. . ... ... 18 9 9 o 9
China (Taiwan). .. ... .. ... . 17 6 12 7 5
Greece .. . i 5 12 8 4
Tanganyika . . R o -1

Mexico . L . 16 . .. 1 ..
Brazii . . I [ 5 11 1 10
Thailand o i6 . 2 .
Moroeco L . .16 6 10 L ) il
Portugal o 16 5 11 5 6
Honduras o 15 5 10 2 8
Irag . . 15 4 10 -3 13
Ecuador ‘ 14 5 9 1 8
Tarkey. .. ....... . . T4 4 10 2 8
Kaorea (Republic of) 13 5 8 9 -1
UAR (Egypt) o i2 . . 3 .
Panama . i2 6 6 6 -1
Guatemaln 12 4 g 2 6
Ceylon. . . . 11 g — 9
Ghana 11 . . 2 .
Chile . . 10 7 3 2 1
Philippines ‘ S 9 5 4 2 2
Indonesia . . 6 3 3 1 2
India 8 1 7

Source: See tahle 2.1

* For certain differences in time period and con-
ce?ts, see footnotes 1o 1able 2.1,

» Foreign saving is equal te payments for imports
of goods and services minus receipts from exports

supply of saving consisls of foreign saving and of the
domestic saving undertaken within the government, en-
terprise and household sectors; and since the factors
determining the saving from each of these sources are
distinetly different, analysis of the tolal supply is best
facilitated by consideration of its several components.
These components are considered separately in the {ol-
lowing sections, but by way of introduction it is useful
first to form some impression of their relative import-
ance. It should be noted, incidentally, that since it is
not possible to allocale depreciation charges among the
different sectors, the analysis herealter is necessarily
in terms of net saving,.

of goods and services. A positive foreign saving
reflects an excess of such payments over receipts
and a negative foreign saving an execess of receipts
over payments. See also footnote 2 to the present
chapter.

That foreign saving has generally contributed sig-
nificantly to the total supply of saving can be easily
seen from table 2-2. 1 the period from 1950 to 1959
is taken as a whole, thirty-one of the thirly-seven coun-
tries listed in the table were recipients of {oreign saving,
and in gbout half of all the countries, foreign saving
augmented the domeslic supply by amounts ranging
from one to 3 per cent of gross domestic product. As
discussed later, these additions to the supply of saving
have mainly reflected long-term capital outflows from
the industrial countries. A considerable number of
under-developed countries, however, have received sub-
stantially larger amounts of foreign saving. In nearly
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one-third of all the countries, foreign saving has
amounted to 4 per cent or more of gross domestic prod-
uel, and in the extreme instances, such as Israel o1
Puerto Rice, it has been as high as about one-fifth of
gross product In only four of the thirly-seven countries
has there been an outflow of domestic saving; these ate
the countries which have either made net repayments
on their previous horrowings {rom abroad or simply
added to their gold and foreign exchange reserves. lraq,
for example, added substantial amounts to its reserves
in the nineteen fifties.

The level of foreign saving, however, although it has
varied widely among countries, has not been closely
associated with the level of total saving. Countries which
kave drawn heavily on foreign saving have not neces
sarily had high levels of total saving; nor has a moderate
inflow of foreign saving necessarily implied that the
total supply of saving has been low. This only points to
the fact that levels of foreign and domeslic saving have
frequently been determined by unieiated factors It is
true that, in a few of the countries which have been
large recipients of foreign saving, the level of domestic
saving has also been high; Rhodesia and Nyasaland,

Table 2-3.

for example, is & case in point. And it is quite correct
that, in these instances, the levels of foreign and do-
mestic saving in the export sector and elsewhere have
been stimulated by sharply rising export incomes. On
the other hand, other countries which have been e
cipients of foreign saving have experienced very low
levels of domestic saving. Conspicuous examples are
Cyprus, Israel, Puerto Rico and the Republic of Korea,
where special factors, usually of a non-economic nature,
have determined the level of foreign saving More im-
portant, among the larger number of countries where
the level of foreign saving has been more moderate,
differences in the level of foreign saving have not been
related in any systematic way to differences in the level
of domestic saving.

The lack of correspondence hetween foreign saving
and the total supply of saving is necessarily reflected in
the relationship between domestic saving and the total
supply. But, as may be scen [rom table 2.3, since do-
mestic saving is generally the major souree of lotal sav-
ing, high o1 low levels of total saving have frequently
been associaled with high or lew levels of domestic
saving.

Level of Net Domestic Saving, by Sector, 1950-1959°

{Percentage of gross domestic produet)

Tolal Privale saving
Connlry domestic Covernment
saving savfng Tolal Corpurale Household

Congoe 16 4 13 8 4
Venezuela ... . .. 16 10 il 3 3
Rhodesia and Nyasaland 14 5 9 4 4
Union of South Africa 14 3 10 3 7
Burma L4 2 11

Moroceo . 11 4 7 1 6
Costa Riez . . . 11 4 7 3 %
Trinidad and Tabage 16 3 7 2 5
Brazil. . . . _ 10 3 7 4 3
Colombia 9 4 5 1 3
Ceylon 9 2 7 5 2
Spain 8 2 6 3 3
Ceuadort 8 4 5 2 3
Honduras 8 2 7 1 6
India 7 1 6

Portugal 6 3 3 .

Jamaica. . 5 2 3 3 —
China (Taiwan). 5 1 4

Greece. . 4 1 3 . .
Philippinest 2 1 — 2 -2
Chile® 1 2 - . .
Panama. ... . .. -1 1 -1 2 -3
Korea (Republic of} . -1 —d 2 .

Puerto Rico o -4 5

Source: See table 2 1.

« For certain differences in time period and con.
=.p1s, see footnotes to table 2.1. Government sec-
tor consists of general government, the corporate
sector of private and public corporations, and the
household sector of households, unincorporated

eaterprises and private noa-prefit institutions
Components do not necessarily add to totals be.
ceuse of rounding

b Public corporations included in government
sector.
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As might be expected, private saving has generally
been more important than government saving in deter-
mining the level of total net domestic saving. What is
ol greater interest, however, is the fact that, in countries
where total domestic saving has been high, both govern-
ment and private saving have generally tended to be
high: and, conversely, low levels of total domestic saving
have generally been associaled with low levels of both
government and private saving. As explained later, the
levels of government and private saving have been 1e-
lated to each other, largely because they have both been
much aflected by the nature of the exporl sector.

The level of government saving has varied appre-
clably among countries. In the extreme instances, it has
been as high as 10 per cent of gross domestic product
in Venezuela, while in the Republic of Korea the Gov-
ernment has actually dis-saved. In most countries. gov.
erpment saving has ranged {rom one to § per cent of
gross domestic product* By comparison, the inter-
country differences in the level of private saving have
been somewhat greater. Private saving has been nega-
tive in such countries as Chile and Panama, but as high
as 13 per cent of gioss domestic product in the Congo.
The level of saving in other counliies has ranged widely
between these extremes.

Within the private seclor, neither corporate nor house-
hold saving seems to have played the more dominant
1ole in explaining the inter-country differences in levels
ol domestic saving.® Nor has cach, taken separately,
shewn a close positive association with the level of
domestic saving, although in the case of household
saving the low-saving countries have tended to expe-
rience ne net saving or even negative saving. To some
exteni, as explained later, corporale and houscheld
saving have lended to oflset ench other because of
institutional differences among countries, but they have
also been affected by various other facto:s. such as the
level of per capita invome, the nature of the export
sector or the impaet of government fiscal policy.

ForEGN saving

The inter-country diflerences in levels of lorcign sav-
ing have, as just noted, largely reflected differences in

*The range of gross government saving between the high-
saving and lew-saving countries i¢ probably greater than that of
net saving. This is because the share of rovernment gross fvest
ment in tetal investment has generally been larger in countries
with higher net seving, 11, as an approximation, depreciation is
assumed o be proportionally equal in sl countries, the spread
among countries is larger for governmwent gross saving than for
government net savise

#in this chapter, where saving by scelor is bused upon the
data en net saving, the concept of corporate sector is used. Net
corporate saving includes saving of both public and private cor-
porations; the available information shows that the saving of
the former has generally tended 10 he small in the total In
chapter 1, however, the discussion in terms of gross saving has
necessituted the use of the cuncept of enterpise sector Gross
enterprise saving comprises, in addition to gross saving of cor
porations, depreciation allowances of uaincorporated eaterprises,
government  enterprises amd  private dwellings which canaot
always be separated

the inflow of {oreign long-term capital and official grants.
That the movements of these international funds have
accounted for the bulk of foreign saving in recipient
countries can be easily seen from table 2-4.% In {acl, in
a significant number of these countries, such as Vene.
zuela, Guatemala, Ecuador, the Congo, Brazil and Mex-
ico, such funds have provided the whole of foreign
saving. These capital flows, however, have been com-
pounded of both private long-term capital and official
loans and grants; and the velume of capital 1eceived
by individual countries on each of these two accounts
has been determined by entively diflerent considerations.
Explanation of inter-country differences in the fevel of
foreign saving thus turns largely upon the factors in-
fluencing these two different Lypes of capital flow.

The relative importance of private and official capital
in determining the level of foreign saving has varied
widely among countries. While the flow of official long-
term capital and grants lo the under-developed countries
as @ whole has been substantially larger than the flow
of private capital, in some individual countries private
cupilal has been the deminant or even the sole com-
ponent in the total inflow. Iy & number of countries.
however, the inflow of private capital has been very
small or repatriation of private foreign capital has
even taken place.

The uneven distribution of private capital among
the under-developed countries has reflected the fact that
private foreign capital has been mainly attiacted to
these countiies endowed with natural resources for
which world demand has been rising shongly. There
has thus been a significant tendency for the level ol
private capital inflow to he dircetly assovialed with
the rale of inerease i export proceeds: this is il lustrated
in lable 2.5 where countries have been grouped hoth
according to the absolute level of their average annual
net inliow of long-texm private capital and according
to the percentage increase in their export earnings ovet
the period. In certain mincral exporting counliivs. such
as Rhodesia and Nyasaland and Venezuela, for example,
large amounts have been invested by foreigners in the
production and exporl of such commeditics as copper
and petroleum. In contrast, counbiies which expoit

% Estimates of international flows of pullic and privete funds
are derived from International Monetary Fund, Balance of Pay-
ments Yeurbook (Washington, D.C 3. The terms publie and
private refer, uniess otherwise stated, o the sectors i the under-
developed countries and not 10 these in the rest of the world
For example, o loan provided by the International Bank for
Reconstruetion and Development, an inter-gover nmestad organi-
zalion, to a private concern in an under-developed countey s
considered to be a private loan, that is, a loan received by the
private svetor. Likewise, funds previded by private forcign in.
vestors or donors (o governments are considered 10 be officisl
loans or donations, that is, funds received by the public sector
The balance of payments secounts publishied by the Intérnational
Monctary Fund combine transactions of public and private hank-
ing institations with data on official capital Hows To the extent
thut the information provided by the International Monetary
Fund in the descriptive notes 1o country statements has per.
mitted, the long-lerm transactions of the banking scctor have
been allocated, as appropriate, 1o private and oflicial capital
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Table 2-4. Levels of Foreign Saving and its Principal Components, 1950-1959°

{Percentage of gross domestic product)

Nel flow of long-lerm capital and official grantse

Cotenfry Fareign Privafe Officiul
saning® Tolul long-lerm tong-term capilal
capital and granis

Israel 21 13.3 0.8 12.4
Puerto Rico . 18 149 2.1 98
Rhodesia and Nyasaland 9 6.9 4.0 2.9
Korea (Republic of) 9 . . 8.2
Greece L 8 3z 18 14
China (Taiwgn) . . 7 6.1 04 5.8
Panama 6 3.4 2.1 i3
Costa Rice 4 2.2 0.9 1.3
Venezuela ... 3 3.7 37 —
UAR (Egypt) . 3 — —0.1 01
Gustemala 2 2.7 1.2 1.5
Thatland 2 ) . 2.0
Ghana. 2 —04 —0.7 0.3
Chile 2 14 11 0.3
Spain 2 0.5 0.1 0.4
Argentina . 2 0.5 0.4 01
Honduras . . 2 1.7 1.9 —0.1
Turkey, 2 1l 0.1 10
Philippines . 2 18 0.7 1.1
Congo 2 3.7 —-0.6 4.3
India. .. ... .. ‘ 1 0.2 — 0.3
Union of South Africa 1 0.8 0.6 03
Biazil 1 1.3 11 0.2
Ecuador . 1 1.3 0.7 0.6
Indonesia i 0.2 — 0.2
Mexico. . 1 1.9 14 0.6
Ceylon . o —-0.1 ~0.6 0.5
Colombia . . . — 0.7 0.2 0.5
Burma o . . o =1 0.5 — 09
Morocco. . L T | 3.9 21 1.8
Iraq. . . . ... —3 1.0 14 —0.5

Source: Division of General Ecenomic Research
and Policies of the Usnited Nations Secretariat,
based on data from Statistical Office of the United
Nations, Yearbook of National Accounts Statistics
and from International Monetary Fund, Balance of
Payments Yearbook {Washington, D.C).

» For certain differences in time period and con-
cepts, see footnotes to table 2.1.

chiefly textile fibres and certain foods have been par-
ticularly unattractive to foreign private investors.

Since natural resource endowment and the rates of
growth in world demand for the various primary com-
modities have mainly determined the level of private
capital inflow, private foreign capital as a percentage
of gross domestic product has been substantially higher
in countries with highly favourable export experience
For 1950-1959, as is shown in the accompanying table,
long-term private capital as a percentage of gross do-
mestic product was on the average six times larger
for the countries whose exports have expanded rapidly
than for those whose exports have shown slow growth.
Particularly large inflows were received by Rhodesia
and Nyasaland and Venezuela, for example; in both

b For definition of {oreign saving, see tohle 2-2
lootnote b

< For Burms and India, data on foreign capital
and grants are {or calendar years, while those per-
taining to foreign saving and domestic product are
for fiscal years. Data for Morocco exclude official
grants; for Ghana, Greece and the Union of South
Africs, they include short-term private capital. A
minus sign indicates a net outflow of capital,

countries the flows amounied to about 4 per cent of
gross product.

Average ealue of long-term
privale capital us

Inerense in Number of percenfage of gross
export enriings conniries domeslic product. 1850-1959
Large 14 1.7
Moderate o 4 08
Small o 11 0.3

Source: Tables 2-4 and 2.5,

Partly as an outcome of the fact that the flow of
private foreign capital has been largely related to the
natural resource endewment of specific countries, pri-
vate foreign investment during the last decade has
tended to be concentrated in the under-developed coun-
tries with higher per eapita incomes. Of the countries
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Table 2-5. Relationship between Inflow of Long-term Private Capital and Increase
in Export Earnings"

Net annual inflow of

Inereass in ezpor! earnings

private capltal Large Moderale Small
Large.. . ... ... ... ... Greece Mexico Argentina
J‘riumcco Brazil
Philippines
Puerto Rico
Rhodesia and Nyasaland
Union of South Africa
Venezuela
Moderate . Israel Chile
Small . ... .. .. ... China (Taiwan) Ghana Burma
Congo Guatemala Ceylon
Costa Rica Colombia
Ecunador Honduras
Iraq India
Panama Indonesia
L;)’Pain
urkey
UAR (Egypt)

Source: Division of General Economie Research
and Policies of the United Nations Secretariat,
based on data from International Monetary Fund,
Balance of Payments Yearbook and Internationel
Financial Statistics (Washingten, D.C.}.

 Countries have been grouped according to the
annual average of the net inflow of private capital
in 1950-1959 {or for a part of this period for which

ineluded in table 2-6, seven whose per capita income
is over 300 dollars have received nlmost half of the
total net inflow of longterm private capital into the
under-developed countries. In sharp contrast, the least
favourably situated have been those countries with per
capita national incomes of less than 100 dollars. From
this group, which includes such countries as Indin and
Indonesia, there has actually been a net outflow during
this period. The inflow as a percentage of gross domestic
product has also tended to be in favour of higher-
income countries. Of course, not all private {oreign in-
vestment in the under-developed countries has heen in

data are aveilable) and the percentage incresse in
export earnings between 1950.1952 and 1957.1959.
Capital inflow: large, 30 million dollars or more;
moderate, at least 15 million doHars but less than
30 million deilars; small, less than 15 million dol.
lars. Increase in export earnings: large, 30 per cent
or more; moderate, ot least 15 per cent but less
than 30 per cent; small, less than 15 per cent,

their export industries. Part of it has also been invested
in industries producing for the domestic market. But
such investment has tended to accentuate the distribution
of private capital in favour of higher-income countries.
Generally, foreign private investors seek outlets for their
funds in aress where certain basic facilities—such as
{ransport, communications and banking—are already
fairly well developed. Adequate facilities of this kind
are usually available only in countries which have
reached a higher stage of economic development and
where the level of per capita income is also generally
higher. Morcover, with a given population, a higher

Table 2.6, Net Flow of Foreign Funds to Under-developed Countries,
by Income Group, 1950-1959, Annual Average"

Nuniher
Tncome group of
couniries

Oficial Official

Prigale grants and Private grants and
long-term long-ferm long-lerm long-term
capital captial capital capital

(average ratio lo yross

(millions of dollars) domeslic product)®

Countries with per capita national income of:

I. Less than 100 dollars . .. o 6
II. 100 to 199 dollars . . e 13
IT1. 200 t0 299 dollars. .. .. . ... 5
IV. 360 dollars or more. .. .. 7

ToTAL, UNDER-DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 31}

—9 270 — 23
289 458 1.0 1.3
153 162 13 11
404 358 1.7 33
B37 1,248 1.0 19

Seurce: Sece table 2.4,

* For certain differences in time period and con-
vepts, see footnotes to tables 2.1 and 2-4. Countries
have been grouped aceording to the annual average
of their per capita national incomes in 1956-1958.
Group I: Burma, China (Taiwan), Congo, India,
Indenesia, Thailand; Greup II: Brazl, Ceylon,

Colombig, Ecuador, Ghana, Guatemala, Honduras,
Iraq, Moroeco, Philippines, Republic of Kores,
Rhodesia and Nyasaland, UAR (Egypt); Group H1:
Costa Rica, Greece, Mexice, Peanama, Turkey;
Group IV: Argentina, Chile, Isracl, Puerto Rico,
Spain, Union of South Africe, Venezuela,

b Simple arithmetic mean,
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per capita income provides a jarger domestic market,
which offers an additional impetus for the inflow of
foreign capital. It is 10 a considerable extent for this
reason that Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico and the
Union of South Africa, for example, have been able to
attract large or moderately large inflows of private
capital. On the other hand, the low level of per capita
income seems to have been one of the deterrents to
such inflows in countries such as India and Pakistan.

Unlike the flow of private capital which is motivated
by prospects of profits, economic {actors have played a
less significant role in influencing the flow of public
funds. Official assistance is inevitably linked with politi-
cal and other non-economic forces. It is largely the
influence of such factors that is reflected in the large
flows of public funds, ranging [rom 4.3 to 12.4 per cent
of gross domestic product, in such countries as China
(Taiwan), the Congo, Israel, Puerto Rico and the Re-
public of Korea. The special circumstances that marked
the emergence of Israel as an independent nation after
the Second World War have brought forth large
amounts of foreign aid. Political reasons, too, have been
the principal factors behind the very large amounts of
foreign assistance received by China (Taiwan} and the
Republic of Korea. Almeost all the foreign saving re-
ceived by the Congo has been in the form of public
funds, owing lo the political link that existed until
recently with Belgium. The experience of Puerto Rico
has been rather special, since its relationship with the
United States has enabled both the public and private
sectors of the economy to receive large flows of foreign
saving.

While a number of varied factors have influenced
the flow of offictal grants and longterm loans, it is
striking that a significantly large proportion of these
public funds has gone to the lower per capita income
countries. It is evident from table 2-6 that during
1950-1959 22 per cent of the total flow of public funds
went to countries with pexr capita incomes of less than
100 dollars. Since these countries as a group have not
received any net inflow of private capital, official assist-
ance has heen of great importance for them. Among the
countries with per capits incomes of more than 300
dollars, Israel and Puerto Rico have received large
amounts of oflicial funds, but the share of this group as
a whole in the total flow of official funds has heen sub-
stantially less than its share of private capital. On the
whole, therefore, the flow of public funds has helped
to fill a gap in the availability of foreign funds for a
number of countries.

While private and official capital have together ac-
counted for the main part of the foreign saving avail-
able to most countries, it can be seen from table 2.4
that the net inflow of long-term capital and grants has
frequently been smaller than total foreign saving. Such
countries have had to rely on additional sources of
financing, Thus, in a group of countiies including

Greece, Israel and, lo a less extent, Puerto Rico, where
historical, cultural and institutional links zbroad are
especially strong, private donations have contributed
significantly to foreign exchange receipts. In Israel,
over one-third of the goeds and services deficit in 1953-
1958 was covered by such contributions, while in Greece
the proportion amounted to 2 little less than one-half
in 1954-1958. In India private donations have provided
close to 24 per cent of the total flow of foreign saving
during the period under review. A second group in-
cludes countries which have sought to finance many of
their development projects through the use of exchange
holdings previously accumulated. This has been particu-
larly true for some of the present and former members
of the sterling area. For instance, between 1950 and
1959, the reduction in gold and foreign exchange re-
serves as a ratio of the deficit in the balance of payments
on current aceount amounted to about 66 per cent in the
United Arab Republic (Egypt), 33 per cent in India
and 8 per cent in the Union of South Africa.

DOMESTIC SAVING

High or low levels of domestic saving have, as noted
carlier, generally been associated with high or low levels
of saving in both the private and the government sectors.
This relationship between private and government sav-
ing suggests that the levels 1ealized in both sectors may
have been largely shaped by common factors. Before
saving behaviour in each of these two sectors is con-
sidered separately, it is therefore of interest to explore
the possible reasons for inter-country differences in the
level of domestic saving as a whole,

One very broad possible explanation that immedi-
ately suggests itsell is the variation among countries
in the level of per capita real income. It might be ex-
pected that a smaller proportion of income would be
available for saving in the lower-income countries, since
relatively more would be absorbed in meeting sub-
sislence needs. And lower per capita real income might
not only depress the level of saving in the private sector,
but also reduce the taxable capacity of the community
and, consequently, the level of saving in the government
sector.

The experience of the under-developed countries in
the nineteen fifties, however, offers only limited support
for this explanation. In a number of countries, such as
Burma, the Congo, Rhodesia and Nyasaland, as can be
seen from table 2-7, low income levels have not pre-
vented the attainment of high levels of domestic saving.
At the opposite pole are countries such as Chile and
Puerto Rico, which have experienced low levels of
domestic saving notwithstanding their higher income
levels and more advanced economies.

This does not disprove that a low level of per capita
real income may, in fact, be an important factor limit-
ing the level of domestic saving which can be attained
in an individual country. But it does indicate that the
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Table 2-7,

Relationship between Levels of Per Capita Income and

Net Domestic Saving, 1950-1959°

Per cupile
nulional tneorne

Nel domeslie saving as pereeninge of gross domestic product

(dlellurs) Helow § - Afu7 Blo {0 i1l 13 14t 16
Below 160 China {Taiwan)  India Burma
Indonesia Congo
100 to 199, Korea Guatemala  Biazil Iraq Riiedesia and
{Republic 0f)  Portugal Ceylon Moroceo Nyasaland
Philippines Colombia
Eeundor
Honduras
200 to 299, .. Greece Turkey Costa Rica
Panama
300 to 399 Chile Jamaica Spain Malta
Cyprus Union of
South Africa
Above 400 Puerto Rico Argentina Venezuela
Frinidad and
Tobago

Seurce: See table 2-1.

* For certain Jifferences in time period and concepts, see foolnotes to table 2-1.

influence of the level of real income has often been out-
weighed by other forces. Indeed, it serves to emphasize
that the under-developed countries, far from being a
homogencous group, differ considerably from each
other in the structural and institutional characleristics
of their economies. For, it is in large degiee because of
structural and institutional differences that the influ-
ence of per eapila real income has often not been
perceptible.

One such important differcnce among countries lies
in the distiibulion of income. As is brought out later,
in the counltries where incontes from property and entie
preneurship constilute a high proportion of national
income and where the size of the corperate sector is
relatively large, the level of saving has tended to be
relatively high

Bul a more important diflerence among countries has
been the nature and size of the export seclor. Where the
export sector is relatively large, where the export market
is buoyant and where production for export is concen-
trated in the hands of relatively few enterprises, the
conditions are particulaily favourable for high levels of
privale saving, Moreover, since duties on exports and
imports constitule a major source of revenue for govern.
ments in under-developed countries, a refatively large
export sector facifitales government saving; and this
may be still easier if production for export is dominated
by corporate enterprises, since revenue [rom indirect
taxes can be augmented by revenue from direct cor-
porate taxes. On the other hand, if the export sector is
relatively small, if export incomes are diffused through
many small traders and peasant producers, or if export
markets are stagnant, ciicumstances are generally less
conducive 1o high levels of saving either in the private
or in the government sector.

The role which the export sector plays in determining

the level of domestic saving is clearly not a simple one.
It depends not anly upon the relalive size of the sector
but also upen ils institutional nature, upon the buoy-
ancy of external markets and upon governmental policy
with regard to taxalion of {oreign trade and of incomes.
The relative importance of these several sirands cannot
easily be assessed in quantitative terms. But a rough
indication of the significance of the role of the export
seclor is given in chart 2.2, where the size of the export
seclot is compared with the level of domestic saving.
The channels through which the export sector has
affected the levels of government and private saving
Charl 2-2.  Levels of Domestic Saving and Exports,
1950-193%"

{Perventage of pross demestic product)
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foolnotes to table 2.1, For abbreviations, see chast 2-1.
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and the extent to which its influence has been ofiset
by other factors are further explored in the following
two sections.

Government saving

Although by comparison with private saving the dif-
ferences among countries in the level of government
saving have not been as large, they have contributed
significantly to the diversity in levels of total saving.
As has been pointed out earlier, the countries in which
total saving has been relatively high have also been
among those in which the level of government saving
has been high; and conversely.

In under-developed countries, no less than in the in-
dustrial countries, the level of government saving is the
outcome of a complex of interrelated policies with
regard to both taxation and public expenditure. But an
important qualitative difference in the role of govern-
ment between these two groups of countries is the more
active and direct part which it plays in fostering eco-
nomic growth in most under-developed countries, This
is reflected in the much greater importance of public
investment in the total investment of these countries,
Since government investment has, in the past decade,
become a major instrument in the effort to stimulate
economic growth, it is not surprising that public invest-
ment programmes have been important in shaping the
saving decisions of governments in the under-developed
countries, In fact, as can be seen from chart 2.3, there
has been a tendency for the level of government sav-
ing to be posilively associated with that of government
investment. For example, in Rhodesia and Nyasaland
and Venezuela both government saving and investment
have been relatively high. On the other hand, in Panama
and the Philippines, they have both been low.

However, the tendency for government saving and
investment levels to be associated with one another does
not necessarily imply that inter-country differences in
the level of government saving have been simply de-
termined by differences in the size of investment pro-
grammes. It has often happened that governments have
set investment goals at a level higher than can be
financed from their own saving; and, unless they have
heen able to obtain additional resources through do-
mestic and foreign borrowing, the investment pro-
grammes may not have been realized. In other words,
while investment programmes are an important deter-
minant of the level of government saving, much also
depends on the levels of government revenue and con-
sumption expenditure. In the absence of government
borrowing, investment outlays cannot exceed the dif-
ference between the income of government and its con-
sumption expenditure,

The levels of both government disposable income’

7 Government disposable income is the current income avail
able for the purchase of goods and services,

Chart 2-3. Levels of General Government Saving
and Investment, 1950-1959°

{Percentage of gross domestic product)
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Source: See table 2-1.
» For certain differences in time period and concepts, see
footnotes to table 2-1. For abbreviations, see chart 2.1

and government consumption have, as may be seen from
table 2-8, varied considerably among countries. But
the differences in the level of saving have not been
systematically associated with differences in levels of
either consumption or income. Although there has heen
a moderate association between levels of saving and of
disposable income, the relationship has been pro-
nounced only in the very high-saving and the very low-
saving countries.

As regards the level of government consumption ex-
penditure, it is unfortunately dificult to offer an
explanation of the wide differences among countries,
The level of expenditure has ranged from 6 per cent of
gross produect in Colombia to 19 per cent in China
(Taiwan) ; and these wide differences have generally
been related to differences in levels of civil consumption
expenditure rather than in defence expenditure. Only
in a few countries, such as China {Taiwan), Greece and
the Republic of Korea, have relatively high levels of
defence spending accounted for the high levels of total
government consumption expenditure; in most coun-
tries, defence expenditure has usually been around 2
per cent of gross domestic product.

The differences in levels of civil consumption ex-
penditure do not appear to have been closely related
to such economic factors as per capita income levels
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Table 2-8. Level of General Government Saving,
1950-1959"

{Percentapge of pross domestic product)

Net Disposahle
Country saving fncomed Consumption
Venezuela ... ... . 10 24 14
Rhodesia and Nyasaland 5 14 9
Colombta. . . .. . 4 11 6
Costa Rica. . . . . 4 14 10
Fcuadare o 4 16 12
Congo . . .4 16 13
Portugal .. .. . 3 15 11
Union of South Africa.. . 3 14 11
Ghanad . ., . | 3 12 8
Trinidad and Tobage . . : 14 11
Brazil . . 3 15 12
Burma 2 16 13
Chiier 2 12 9
Jamaiea 2 11 9
Spain 2 12 10
Honduras 2 g 8
Ceylon. . 2 15 13
India. . 1 8 7
Philippines¢ 1 9 8
Panama 1 13 12
Greece. . 1 15 i3
China {Taiwan) o 1 19 19
Thailand . L e 11 11
Korea (Republic of) e i} 10 13

Source: See table 2.1.

® For certain differences in time period und coneepts, sce
footnotes to table 2.]1.

b For components ol government disposable income, see
table 2.9,

¢ Public corporations inciuded with general government

4 Data sre gross of depreciation.

and the stage of economic development, as might per-
haps be expected. For instance, in thz2 relatively more
advanced of the under-developed countries, such as the
Union of South Africa, Chile and Spain, the level of
government consumption has not been parlicularly
high; nor can the higher level of consumption in Ceylon,
as compared with India, be explained by its compara-
tive stage of development.

Lack of data alse makes it impossible to examine
in detail the differences among countries in the com-
ponents of consumption expenditure. But the common
pattern appears to have been that the largest com-
ponents have been general administration and related
services; expenditures on education and on health,
usually in ihat order, have taken smaller fractions of
current consumplion expenditure.® However, in some
countries, among which Ceylon is a striking example,

8 A United Nelions study covering eleven Latin American
eountries shows the following average (median)} data on the
fractions of all current expenditure deveted 1o verious services
in 1954: penersl administration (including economic services),
51 per cent; defence, 16 per eent; education, 16 per cent: health,
12 per cent, See United Nations, Economic Survey of Latin
dmerica, 1955 (Sales No.: 1956.11G 1) .

In another study the levels of the major components of current

Chart 2-4. Level of Revenue from Corporate
Taxes and Level of Exports, 1950.1959"

(Percentuge of gross domestic product)
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Source: See table 2.1,
“For certain differences in time period and concepts, see
footnotes to table 2.1. For abbreviations, see chart 2.1

the relatively high level of government expenditure has
been due mainly to large expenditure on economic and
social services.

It is less diffieult 10 identily the faclors accounting
for inter-country differences in the level of government
disposable income. The most important reason has prob-
ably been the size and nature of the foreign trade sector,
though a subsidiary faclor has also been the stapge of
economic development.

The importance of the foreign trade sector is largely
related to the fact that, lypically, in under-developed
countries, the principal source of revenue is indirect
taxation, and, particularly, import and export duties
{see table 2-9). The level of revenue derived {rom in-
direct taxes has thus, to a considerable extent, depended
upon the volume of foreign trade as well as upon tax
rates. In Burma, Ceylon and Thailand, for example, the
large size of the foreign trade sector in the domestic
economy, in conjunction with high average tax rates,
has yielded higher levels of revenue from customs duties

expenditure in ten under-developed countries were estimated
for one year between 1952 and 1955, Their average (median)
values as percentages of gross national product are as follows:
ecenomic services, 3.7; administration, 31; eduecation, 2.1;
irealth, 1.3, See A Martin and W. A. Lewis, “Patterns of Public
Revenue and Expenditure”, The Manchester School of Economic
and Social Studies, vol. XXIV, No. 3, September 1956 (Man-
chester) .
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Table 2-9. Levels of Government Disposable Income and its Components, 1950-1959"
{Percentage of gross domestic product)
Direct taxes Indiree! tares minus subgidies
Disposalile Nel Other
Cannlry income {louse- Tadirect transferst fneome
Total hotd Carporale Total fnres Subyidies
Venezuela 24, 11 1 10 8 8 e -1 6
China (Taiwan) 19 3 1 i 14 14 — 1 2
Congo 16 8 4 3 9 9 o -1 1
Feuador 16 4 2 1 10 11 1 -1 4
Burma 16 ! 11 12 s —1 1
Ceylon 15 4 . .. 11 13 2 -3 2
Brazil 15 6 4 1 13 .. . . .
Greece 15 8 6 2 i2 12 — —3 1
Portugal .. C 15 9 5 4 7 8 1 -2 1
Union of South Africa 14 9 4 5 6 1 1 B 2
Riiodesia and Nyasaland 14 9 2 7 4 5 1 -1 2
Trinidad and Tobage . 14 7 1 0 6 T 2 -1 3
Costa Rica. . 4 4 3 — ] 9 s 1 1
Panama .13 4 2 1 7 7 — i 1
Spain 12 8 5 3 8 8 e -3 —1
Chile 12 10 6 3 7 8 1 -6 -—
Ghans 12 2 . 10 10 - — 1
Jamaica 11 4 1 2 7 8 — e e
Colombia 11 4 2 2 7 7 e -1 i
Thailand 11 i 11 11 — ] o
Korea (Republic of) 10 ; 2 e 7 0 1 — —
Philippines 9 2 2e 1 6 0 — -1 1
Honcﬁlras 9 2 1 1 8 7 - —_ —_
India 8 3 2 — 5 5 — e -—

Souree: See table 2.1

» For certain differences in time period and concepts, see
feotnates to table 2.1

than in most other countries. In contiast, the relatively
low level of revenue {rom indirect taxes in India has
heen due to the small size of the foreign trade sector.

But the foreign trade sector in many countries has
also been a major source of revenue from direct taxes;
these have been principally taxes on Lhe earnings of
corporalions engaged in exporting primary commodi-
ties. Thus, it is evident from chart 2-4 that levels ol
revenue from corporate taxes in the under-developed
countries have been hroadiy related to levels of exports.
In the mineral exporting countries, such as Venezuela,
Rhodesia and Nyasaland and Trinidad and Tobago,
where exporis constitute a very high proportion of iotal
domestic economic activity, governments have been able
to achieve high levels of revenue from corporate taxes
by impesing heavy levies on exporling companies. Con-
versely, the relatively low levels of revenue from cor-
porate taxes in such countries as the Republic of Korea,
India and the Philippines have been largely the result
of the smaller relative share of exposts in total output

However, inler-country diflercnces in the level of
revenue from direct taxes have also been related, though
in smaller measure, to broad differences in the stage of
economic development or the level of per capita income.

b Net transfers are shown with & reversal of sign as o deduction

from government income

¢ Currend transfers from househald sector are inciuded with
direct taxes.

In more advanced countries, for example, where the
corporale form of organization is more wide-spread
throughout the domestic economy, the level of revenue
from corporate laxes alse tends to be higher. This would
largely explain why Lhe level of revenue has been higher,
say, in the Union of South Africa than in Costa Rica,
Eeuador or Honduras, although the size of the foreign
trade sector in all these countries has been much the
same,

Similarly, inter-country differences in levels of
revenue from direct taxes on households have largely
reflected difference in levels of per capita income. Gen-
erally, governments in countries where per capita in-
comes are comparatively high have found it easier to
raise revenue from direct laxes on income. Higher per
capita incomes, furthermore, are often associated with
sreater monetizalion of the economy, which is con-
ducive to a more effective administration to tax collec-
tion, It is largely for these reasons that the level of
direct taxes on houscholds as a proportion of gross
domestic product has tended to be relatively high in
such countries as Chile, Greece, Portugal, Spain and the
Union of South Africa. However, in many cases, the
level of revenue has also been affected by government
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tax policies. For example, in Trinidad and Tobago and
Venezuela, the Tow levels of revenue {rom houschold
taxes have reflected mainly the policy of the Govern-
ments of relying on taxes levied on corporations engaged
in petroleum production.

In summary, it may be said that the inter-country
differences in levels of government saving have been
related to the size of their investment programmes. But
public investment has been limited by the sums avail-
able for investment outlays. Primarily because of the
importance of customs duties as a source of revenue in
under-developed countries, the levels of government
disposable income have been much affected by the size
and nature of the export sector. However, the relation-
ship between government saving and export experience
has been considerably weakened by the fairly wide
variations among countries in levels of government civil
consumption.

Private saving

While high or low levels of both government anl
private saving have lended to be associated with high
or low levels of total net domestic saving, it has heen
primarily the private sources of saving which have
contribuled to the inler-country diflerences in total sav-
ing. The private sector, in other words, has generally
been the dominant source of domestic saving. Within
the privale sector, however, il cannol be said that either
corporate or household saving has invariably been the
moie important source. Nor have inter-country differ-
ences in the level of saving in either of these two sectors
exhibited any pronounced tendency o vary with the
level of total net domeslic saving.

The fact that corporate and household saving, when
taken singly, have net shown a significanl relationship
to total domestic saving, suggests thal, lo some exlent,
they have lended to offset cach other. It has to be
remembered, however, that the saving of the household
seclor is inclusive of =aving of unincorporaled enter-
prises. It thus seems probable that a principal reason
{or the apparent tendency for corporate and household
saving to offsel each other is to be found in the differ-
ences among countiies in the relative importance of
eorporale and urtincorporated enterprises On the one
kand, as has already been noted, there are some coun-
tries where corporate enterprises bulk large in the export
sector; and it aiso seems that, in those countries where
industrialization has reached a relatively advanced
stage, the corporate type of organization has become
inereasingly important in the domestic economy. On
the other hand, there are numerous countries where by
far the greatler part of production hoth for export and
for the domestic economy is undertaken by unincor
porated enterprises. Bul these enterprises, no less than
corporate enterprises, are important sources of saving:
indeed, by comparison with corporate enterprises, they
generally have less access to hnancial markets and have

to rely mainly on their own saving out of current in-
come to obtain the finance for business expansion. Thus,
it appears probable thal the saving of unincorporated
enterprises accounts for a large part of household saving
in many countries. And it seems likely thal, were it
possible to separate the saving of these enterprises from
that of private houscholds, the saving of business con-
cerns as a whole, whether incorporated or unincor-
porated, would then stand out as the dominant source
of total private saving. Further, there might well be
much clearer evidence of a relationship between the
level of business saving and of total net domestic saving.

This is not to say that the differences among countries
in the relative size of the corporate sector in the economy
or the relative importance of unincorporated enterprises
in the household sector have been the sole reasons ac-
counting for different levels of corporate or houschold
saving. Thus, corporate saving as a percentage of gross
domestic product has been affected 1ot only by the size
of the corporate sector, but also by the dividend policies
of corporatiens and the fiscal policies of governments.

Partly because data on eorpmiate profits remitted
abioad are not available for most countries, the cflect
of dividend and fiscal policies on corporate saving can-
not be gauged with any accuracy al all. Nevertheless,
the accompanying table, though il suflers {rom the
omission ol profits vemitted abroad in most instances,
offers some possible indication of the vole of these
factors. Despite a rather small volume of dividends dis-
tributed by corporations, it appears that corporale sav-
ing in Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago has been less
than half of corporale income. In Puerto Rico and
Brazil, on the other hand, both taxes and dividends have
been moderate, with the result that a substantiaily larger
proportion of corporate income has been saved.

Uses of corporate net income, 1950-1959"

Country Direct tuzes IHeidends Satinyg
{percenlage of corporale nel income)
Puerto Rico 21 16 63
Brazil . . .. . 20 23 a7
Rhodesia and Nyasaland 3 duf 22
Jamaica 37 20e 43
Tiinidad and Tobago 63 10 27

Source: See table 2-1.

# For certain differences in time period, see table 2-1, footnote
a- Countries are arranged in descending order of cerporate sav-
ing as a percentage of gross domestic product.

b Ineluding earnings remitied abroad

¢ Ineluding corporate transfer payments

Inter-country difleiences in the level of houschold
saving, expressed as a percentage of gross domestic
product, must certainly also have been influenced by
other factors besides the relalive importance of unin-
corporated enterprises in lhe househeld sector. The
saving of unincorporated enterprises themselves, for
example, must have been affected by government fiscal
policies as has the saving of corperate enterprises. And
the same would be expected to hold for the saving of
private households.
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This suggests that the level of household saving as a
whole might have been positively associated with the
level of household disposable income. But, generally,
household saving does not seem to have been signifi-
cantly related to disposable income, when both are ex-
pressed as percentages of gross domestic product (see
table 2-10). In Honduras and Morocco, for example,
high levels of disposable income have contributed to
comparatively high levels of household saving. In the
Philippines, however, whete disposable income has been
equally high, there has actually been dis-saving. Fur-
ther, the level of household saving in Venezuela has
been about the same as in Brazil, Colombia and Ecuador,
despite a substantially smaller percentage of disposable
income to gross product,

Table 2-1}. Levels of Household Saving and
Disposable Income, 1950-1959*

Di Saving as
GCouniry Sasing l:'::)t):?;rfg te Pﬁ‘r:;?ﬁﬂfdof
(percentage of gross d lic  dis
product) income
Union of South Africa 7 71 H
Moroceo . 6 84 7
Honduzras . . .6 82 7
Trinidad and Tobago 5 67 7
Congo ‘ : 4 62 7
Rhodesia and Nyasaland 4 67 6
Costa Riea 4 71 5
Colombia .3 78 4
Brazil, 3 75 4
Spain 3 77 4
Ecuador. 3 74 4
Venezueln 3 85 5
Ceylon. . 2 77 3
Tamaiea = | — T 1
Philippines -2 82 ]
Panama —3 75 —4

Source: See table 2.1.
= For ceriain differences in time period and concepts, see
{footnotes to table 2.1,

The lack of association between saving and disposable
income is hardly surprising. Variations among countries
in the relative importance of unincorporated enterprises
might be expected, in themselves, to weaken any such
relationship, since the saving behaviour of these enter-
prises and of private households is determined by quite
different considerations. But, in addition, there are
strong reasons for expecting considerable differences
among countries in the saving behaviour of private
households, even though the disposable income of house-
holds, as a perceniage of gross domestic product, might
be the same. Mention has already been made of the
possible influence of inter-country differences in the
level of per capita real income. And to this must be
added the effect on levels of saving of the differences
among countries in the distribution of income by size.
Since higher-income groups tend to save a larger pro-

portion of income, it would be expected that the level of
houschold saving would tend to be greater in countries
where the share of the higher-income groups in total
income is greater.

Direct information on distribution of income by size
is not availeble for most countries. The data on the
distribution of income by source, which is shown in table
2-11, do, however, offer some possible evidence of the
effect of this factor, since there is usually some associa-
tion between the distribution of income by size and the
proportion of total income derived from property and
entrepreneurship. The table is suggestive of a possible
relationship. In Venezuela and Panama, for example,
in contrast to the Congo and Honduras, the smaller
share of income from property and entrepreneurship
may have to some extent accounted for the lower level
of household saving.

Table 2-11. Composition of Household Income,
1950.1959*
(Percentape)
Income from
Compensalion  properly and  Government
Counfrybv o) entrepreneur~  lransfers
employess ship

Trinidad and Tobage ... 58 41 1
Congo 57 42 1
Honduras ., . 48 52 —
Rhodesia and Nyﬂsuland B 4] 1
Venezuela . ... .73 26 1
Costa Rica. ., .. ... ... 63 37 -1
Colombia. . o 38 61 1
Brazd . ....... . . . 4T 48 5
Spain. ..., .. T 32 4
teuador . . . . B3 45 1
Ceylon. .. . . 1 | 46 2
Jamaiea . . . .62 38 o
Philippines o 44 56 1
Panama . . .12 29 -1

Source: See table 2.1,

s For certzin differences in time period and coneepts, see
footnotes to table 2.1,

b Countries are srranged in descending order of household
saving a8 a percentape 0% disposable income

However, the data do not allow any Arm conclusion,
no doubt partly because the income of property and
entrepreneurship does not refer to the income of private
households only but is inclusive of the income of un-
incorporated enterprises. Some more direct information
on size distribution of income is available for the Congo,
Morocco and Rhodesia and Nyasaland; and this sug-
gests that the large inequalities in the distribution of
income in these countries have been a significant force
behind the relatively high levels of household, and
therefore of domestic, saving.®

# See United Nations, Economic Survey of Africa Since 1950
{Sales No.: 5911 K.1}), pages 87 and 88,
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It is also pertinent to note in this context that the
distribution of income by size is not an unchanging
phenomenon. Particularly in an inflationary situation
when the upward movements in prices of goods and
services and of the various factors of production may
be divergent, the distribution of income may change
appreciably, thus affecting the level of household sav-
ing. Rising prices commeonly result in a relative shift
of income from wage and salary earners, whose ability
to save is generally small, to the recipients of profits
who usually save more. Unless there are counteracting
forces, such a shift is likely to result in higher levels
of private saving. On the other hand, if the advance
in prices is sustained for a long period, the process of
adjustment in wages and salaries to rising prices may
be accelerated. And in such an inflationary environ-
ment, since the spiral of rising prices and wages often
tends lo generate pessimism with regard to the pur-
chasing power of money, saving levels may even decline.
Although the limitations of data do not permit precise
generalizations, the behaviour of institutional saving,
while representing only one component of private sav-

Trends in

While much can be learned by analysing the dif-
ferences in saving levels of individual countries for
1950-1959 as a whole, it is also instructive to examine
the changes in the saving experience of countries over
time. For the process by which saving levels are raiced
is at the heart of the problem of increasing capital
formation and accelerating the pace of economic growth.
The experience over the nineteen fifties is perhaps too
brief to permit firm conclusions regarding the long-run
process of change, but it may well throw some light on
the factors which enable poor countries to move from
relatively low to sustained higher levels of saving.

Between 1950-1952 and 1957.1959, only two out of
every five countries increased their total net saving by
2 per cent or more of gross product, although in a few
countries, such as Burma, Jamaica and Malta, the in-
creases have been very large.?® In the remaining coun-
tries, as is shown in table 2.12, the levels of total saving
have generally shown no significant change; exceptions
are the Congo, Indonesia, Moroceo and the Union of
South Africa, where they have declined sharply. The
countries with relativ ly high average levels of saving
have not necessarily huen those which experienced laige
ncreases in these levels. For example, while in such
high-saving contries as Rhodesia and Nyasaland,
Malta, Jamaica and Burma, tota] saving has increased

31 1n contrast to the treatment of industrial countries in chap-
ter 1, where the 1950-1959 decade has been divided into hulves
for the analysis of changes over time, trends in the under-
developed countries are analysed in terminal periods of 1950-
1952 and 1957-1959, since this procedure brings out the changes
in levels more clearly for this group of countries,

ing, supports the impression that sustained and rapid
inflation may have inhibited saving. The accumulation
of saving deposits and life insurance premiums has
been adversely affected in Argentina, Chile and lsrael,
for example, where continuous increases in cost of living
may have diminished the desire to save.®

To sum up, the tendency for corporate and private
saving to offset each other has probably reflected in-
stitutional differences among countries. Relatively high
levels of corporate saving have largely occurred in
countries where corporate enterprises dominate the ex-
port sector, though differences among countries in cor-
porate dividend policy and government fiscal policy
have also affected saving. The role of unincorporated
enterprises has probably been of major importance in
determining the level of household saving, but other
factors, notably the distribution of income, have also
been significant.

18 These conclusions are based on institutional savings data
from International Monetary Fund, International Financial Sta-
tistics, and from national sources.

saving

substantially, in the Congo and the Union of South
Africa, it has declined significantly. On the other hand,
in the low-saving countries, the tendency has been more
general for total saving to increase.

Although the trends in total saving have shown no
systematic relationship with their average levels, the
changes over time, considered by themselves, have ex-
hibited several significant patterns. Foreign saving, as
can be seen from table 2-13, has been a factor of great
importance in accounting for changes in the total supply
of net saving, There has been 2 pronounced tendency
for the under-developed countries to become increas-
ingly dependent upon foreign saving. In over one-third
of the countries, incresses in foreign saving have
amounted to 2 to 3 per cent of gross product. Indeed,
in one-fourth of the countries, such increases have been
even larger; in some cases they have been as high as
9 or 10 per cent. In countries where the lJevel of total
saving has increased, the increase in foreign saving has
invariably been an important contributing factor; and
where it has fallen, this has been generally due to a
decline in domestic saving which has not been com-
pletely offset by foreign saving,

The most striking development over the period, how-
ever, has been the inability of the under-developed
countries to raise the level of domestic saving. In more
than two-thirds of the countries listed in table 213, the
level of domestic saving has either declined or has barely
changed; moreover, where it has declined, the mag-
nitude has often been quite considerable.

The divergent trends in domestic saving cannot be
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Table 2-12.  Foreign and Domestic Saving: Levels in 1950-1959 and Changes in Levela
from 1950-1952 1o 1957-1959"

(Percentage of gross domestie praduct)

Tolal net saving

Forctgn saving Domestic saving

Counlry e - e e
Leved Chanye Level Change Level Change
Rhodesia and Nyasaland 23 3 9 7 14 —d
Venezuela ‘ 19 o ] 3 4 16 )
Congo . 18 —-10 2 9 16 —19
Malta. . . 18 8 3 6 15 2
Trinidad and Tobago .. 16 - 0 — 10 —
Jamaica . . .15 i0 9 2 5 8
Union of South Alrica 15 —4 1 -3 14 —_—
Costa Rica. . . R 4 e i 1 11 -1
Puerto Rico 14 i i3 a — i -7
Burma. . L 13 7 -1 10 14 3
Gieeee. . . 12 4 8 2 4 3
China (Taiwan) 12 — 7 — 5 —
Brazil . . 11 - 1 —1 10 —
Portugal _ . il -1 5 2 ] —3
Spain S R X e 2 1 8 -1
Moroecco o . 10 —H ~1 -9 11 5
Honduzas o A {4 —32 2 2 8 -3
Argentina 10 — -2 - 8 —
Turkey . 1o 3 2 -1 8 5
Ecuador. . ... ... .. . 9 4 1 2 8 2
Colombia 9 -1 — -1 9 —
Ceylon.. .. . 9 -2 e 5 G -7
Korea (Republic of) 8 i 9 2 -1 —2
India . ] 5 1 3 7 2
Panama . 6 4 6 2 —~1 2
Philippines 4 2 2 1 2 1
Indonesia o 3 -5 1 -1 2 —3
Chile. . o ‘ 3 4 2 2 1 2

Source: See table 2.1,

* For certain dilferences in time period and concepts, see footnotes to table 2-1.

explained by changes in any single component. The
level of government saving has shown moderately de-
clining or stable trends in most countries; but in coun-
tries where substantial declines in domestic saving have
occurred, government saving has usually been an im-
portant contributing factor. The trends in the saving
of the private sector as a whole have diverged more
widely than those in government saving, and have also
shown a closer relationship with changes in domestic
saving. In countries where the level of domestic saving
has risen, this has generally been accompanied by an
increase in the level of private saving, and conversely.
As a broad rule, the patiern of changes in the household
and corporate components of private saving has been
less clear-cut than in the case of total private saving.
Only in a few instances have both components of private
saving contributed to the over-all trend in the levels of
private saving. In many countries, in fact, levels of
corporate and household saving have moved in opposite
directions.

CHANGES IN THE MAJOR COMPONENTS OF SAVING

Although increases in the flow of foreign saving have

generally been dominant in raising or sustaining the
total supply of saving in the under-developed countries,
they have nol been uniquely related to any single cause.
A number of [actors, sometimes domestic, but more
often foreign in origin, have been responsible for the
increases.

In most under-developed countries, the inecreased de-
pendence on foreign resources has been 1elated to the
rising tempo of investment activity. The higher levels
of investment could, of course, have taken place with-
oul additional reliance on foreign saving if domestic
resources had been diverted from current consumption.
But, except in a few countries, notably Ecusdor, India
and Panama, consumption has actually absorbed a
larger share of gross product. While private consump-
tion has risen in several countries, the more striking
phenomenon has been the wide-spread increase in the
level of government consumption. Increases in foreign
saving have therefore been needed to finance not only
higher levels of capital formation but, in many cases,
areater consumption as well,

The increases in foreign saving which most countries
have experienced are the counterpart of the trends in
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Table 2-13.

Change in Level of Saving, by Sector, 1950-1952 1o 1957-1959"

{Percentage of gross domestic product)

Tolul R X Goversi- Privade saving
Counlry net Forgiyn  Domestic ment
sueing saving suving suving Toha! Carporale  Household

Jamaica .. ... . . .. ... 10 2 8 2 6 2 4
Burma .. ... . . ... ... 7 10 -3 —3 -

ndia ... ... oL 5 3 2 2 .
Panama. . . . ... ... .. 4 a 2 e 2 3 -1
Gieece ... . . . ... .. 4 2 3 o 3

Feuadort. ... . ... ... .. .. 4 2 9 4 —9 —1 -1
Chileb ‘ 4 2 2 1 1 -

Rhodesia and N}ub.xfund . 3 7 il e e o} w3 1
Philippines® ‘ . 2 1 1 1 — 1 —1
Puerto Rico TR 1 8 -7 1

Korea (Republic of) . 1 2 -2 — -2 .

Spain — 1 -1 — —1 — -1
Trimidad and Tnbdbn —_ — — 2 e ] 4 -3
China (Taiwan) — — — o — .

Costa Riea — 1 ~1 -2 1 —1 2
Brazil . .. ... .. . — -1 —— — 1 1 —
Colombia . . e . =1 -1 — 1 -1 1 -2
Portugal L =1 2 -3 1 —3 . o
Venezuela ‘ =1 4 -5 1 —6 1 e F
Ceylon .. . o - -2 5 w7 3 —4 -2 -2
Henduras. B 2 -3 -2 -2 1 -2
Union of South Africa . —4 -3 e — 1 -1
Congo .. . . . =10 9 19 —5 -—-14 —14 —
Morocco . . L =14 -9 -5 -2 -3 —1 —2

Source: Bee table 2.1,

 For certain differences in time period and coneepls, see [votnotes to table 2.1,
b Public corporations included in government sector,

their balances of payments on current account. In these
countries, {oreign balances deteriorated during 1950-
1959, partly as a resull of a larger expansion in the
volume of imports relative to exports but mainly be-
cause of declines in the terms of trade.

Given the diversity of market conditions confronting
under-developed countries, it is not surprising that there
have been substantial variations in the extent of the
deterioration in the terms of trade. In part, these varia-
tions have reflected differences in the changes in world
demand and supply of the commodities exported by
these countries. In recent years, world demand for some
primary commedities relative to supply has lagged con-
siderably behind that for others; the volume of world
exports of petroieum, for example, expanded by 46 per
cent between 1950.1952 and 1957.1959, while the vol-
ume of food and raw materials exporis rose by 37 per
cent. The disparate rates of growth in world demand
have been reflected in considerable changes in the rela-
tive prices of various primary commodities. As may he
seen from the table below, in relation to world export
prices of manufactures, the price of fuels has remained
practically unchanged, while that of textile fibres has
declined by two-fifths. In turn, the changes in relative
exporl prices have been associated with wide variations

in the terms of trade; whereas the terms of trade of
petroleum-exporting countries have improved or shown
no deterioration, these for most under-developed coun-
tries have declined.

Ratio of prices of primary commodities to manufactured
goods in world trade

Tndex, 19571959

Commuodily (1050-1952 = 100)

Fuels . .. 100
Metal ores . L 92
Beverage crops . . 89
Non-ferrous metals . . . 86
Fats, cils and oil-seeds .. 80
Cereals . . 76
Textile fibres . 60

Source: United Nations, Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, Septem-
Ler 1960

Increases in foreign saving must, of course, be
malched by identieal changes in the total of short-lerm
and long-term capital inflows and foreign exchange re-
serve movements. Over the nineteen fifties as a whole,
changes in the flow of short-term funds have been of
compdraiweiy little impostance, since over a long period
increases usually tend to be offset by declines. But these
{unds have figured prominently in the two terminal peri-
ods taken separately. In Rhodesia and Nyasaland, for ex-



16 Parr I. SAvING FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH: ITS SOURCES AND TRENDS

Table 2-14. Changes in Levels of Foreign Saving and its Principal Components,
1950-1952 to 1957-1959*

{(Percentage of gross domestic product}

Imporls of Erports of

Nel flowe of long-term fundse

Cotntry! yoods ard goods and Foreign Official
services services saving® Tolul Private eapital
cupiial and granls
Burma ., ... 4 —6 10 4.4 0.6 3.8
Congo .. ... 5 -3 9 —2.4 —3.8 14
Puerto Rigo ... ... . . 7 e 8 95 3.4 6.6
Rhodesia and Nyasaland . -2 ~9 7 0.9 1.0 —0.1
Ceylon. . ...... .. .. 1 i 61 1.7 0.3 14
Venezuels 4 e 4 4.1 4.1 —
Indiz .. 2 -1 3 — e s
Panama. ... ... .. e -3 2 3.7 1.0 2.7
Korea (Republic of). .. .. 2 — 2 . s 6.7
Eeuwador. ... ... . | 3 i 2 0.4 0.4 —_
Chile. 3 1 2 ¢.8 0.5 0.3
Greece . ., 2 R 2 —-1.0 0.8 —1.8
Honduras . 1 —1 2 -2.3 —3.8 16
Philippines .. -1 -3 1 —-1.1 —0.1 —1.0
Costa Rica .. . -3 -3 1 2.2 0.1 22
Spain. e 1 -1 1 0.1 —0.1 0.1
Argentina. ... .. ... ... ... e ()1 0.1 ~0.2
China (Taiwan) 4 4 — — —-G.1 0.1
Brazil ] —3 ! 1.4 1.1 0.3
Turkey. .. .. -1 ~{.5 - —0.3
Colombia . . .. . 4 5 -1 0.2 — 0.2
Indonesia. .. ...... . .. -1 —6 -1 0.2 — 0.2
Union of South Africa - 1 -3 —2.8 -2.3 ~0.5
Moroceo. ... e 1 | -2 —9 —-3.6 —2.3 —1.3

Souree: See table 2.4,

® For certain differences in time period and con-
ce?!s, see foolnotes to tubles 2.1 and 2-4

» Countries are arranged in descending order of
the increase in the lever’of {oreign saving,

ample, there was a large inflow of short-term private
capital in 1957-1959, as against an outflow during the
earlier period. On the other hand, in Burma, Ceylon,
the Congo, Honduras and the Philippines, substantial
additions were made to official reserves in the earlier
years of the decade, but these were drawn down during
1957-1959 when large-scale deficits in the balance of
payments were encountered.

In several countries, however, the increased inflow
of foreign funds has not come about in passive response
to changes in trade but has taken the form of long-term
loans and grants for specified investment programmes.
These long-term loans and grants, as can be seen from
table 2-14, have made possible increases in the import
surplus of Puerto Rico, Venezuela, Panama and the
Republic of Kerea, for example. Developments in hoth
the recipient and the contributing countries have been
a significant influence in bringing about a larger flow
of long-term capital in 1957-1959, In order to achieve
a higher rate of economic progress and higher consump-
tion standards, governments in the under-developed
countries have sought to define their developmental ob-
jectives more sharply and to strengthen administrative

¢ A positive change in foreign suving denotes a
greater increase, or a smaller decline, in imports of
goods and services relative to exports. A positive
change in long-term {unds denotes an inerease in
the net inflow.

machinery for their attainment.!* This has aflected the
outlook of both private investors and governments in
the capital exporting countries. Private investors in
North America, western Europe and Japan have begun
to show greater interest in the under-developed countries
as outlets for their funds. On their part, governments in
the capital exporting countries have formulated meas-
ures to facilitate the flow of such private capital as well
as to provide directly a larger supply of funds both
bilaterally and through the international organizations.
The Soviet Union and a number of other centrally
planned countries have also stepped up their 2id to the
under-developed economies. As a result, the net annual
flow of recorded long-term private capital and public
funds to the twenty-four under-developed countries in-
cluded in table 2-14 rose by over three-fourths between
19501952 and 1957-1959.%

12 See United Notions, World Economic Survey, 1959, pages
80 10 83,

11 Sinee this estimate is based on the balance of payments
accounts of a limited number of reeipient countries, it provides
enly a partial indiention of the increase in the net flow of inter.
national private capital and public funds to the under-developed
countries. More comprehensive data from the contributing
countries indicate that the increase has been substantially lerger.
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However, despite the substantial increase in the net
flow of long-term privale capital, there has been no de-
cline in the pronounced tendency for such funds to be
concentrated in relatively few countries. By and large,
countries receiving large flows of private capital have
continued to be those producing export commodities in
vigorous demand abroad, or those which have not only
reached a higher stage of development but have also
developed 2 large domestic market. Thus, as is shown
in the accompanying table, while the small inflow of
earlier years into countries with per capita incomes of
less than 100 dollars has given way to an outllow, six
countries with per capita incomes of more than 300
dollars have received over three-fifths of the expansion
in the flow of long-term private capital,

Percentage distribution of the increase in foreign funds
received by under-developed countries, 1950-1952
to 1957-1959¢

Incrense belween
1950-1952 and 1957~
1859 in the nef annual

Jlaw of:
Number R -
Inconie group® o . Official
couniries Privale grafds
long-term and
capital fong-ferm
eapifal

Countries with per capita
national income of'
I. Less than 100 dolars 5 0 29
11. 100 to 199 dollars o g 36 40
HI. 200 to 299 dollars 4 9 10
1V. 300 dollars or more 6 61 20
ToTAL, UNDER-DEVELOPED
COUNTRIES 24 100 160

Source: See table 2-4.

s For certuin differences in time peried and concepts, see foot-
noles to tables 2.1 and 2.4,

b Group It Burma, China {Taiwan), Congo, India and Indonesia;
Group 1I: Brazii, Ceylon, Colombis, Ecuader, Honduras, Morocco,
Philippines, Republic of Korea and Rhodesia and Nyasaland;
Group HI: Costa Rien, Greece, Pangma and Furkey; Group 117
Arpenting, Chile, Puerto Rico, Spain, Unien of South Afriea
and Venezuela. ‘

The generalization that extractive industries and the
size of the domestic market have continued to exert a
strong influence on the flow of international private
capital does not imply, of course, that other factors
have been of no consequence. In some cases it is not
unlilely that political factors have been a significant
influence. Political considerations have at times been of
some importance where changes in forms of government
have generaled uncertainty in the minds of invesiors
with regard to official policies relating to foreign in-
vestment. The absence of favourable institutional ar-
rangements in some recipient countries has been another
deterrent.’*

11 ]n recent years, however, a number of governmen!s in
under-developed countries have sought to provide puarantees
against nationalization and to ensure remittance of profits and
the repatriation of capitnl, Many countries have offered such
incentives s gecelerated depreciation and reductions in taxes
on profits. But the fact that in many countries the enactment of
these and other messures hes not resulted in any significant
increase in the inflow of foreign private capital reinforees the
importance of the economic forces diseussed nbove.

Given the high degree ol concentration of private
capital flows, it is particularly significant that the bulk
of the increase in official grants and long-term loans has
been received by the lower-income countries, It is evi-
dent from the preceding table that over two-thirds of
the increase in such public flows has gone lo countries
with per capita incomes of less than 200 dollars. As a
resull, the beneficial role of public funds in offsetting
the marked concentration of private capital flows, which
was already evident in the earlier years of the nineteen
fifties, has become even more pronounced in recent
years. Without this foreign aid, many development
projects in such countries as Burma, Ceylon and India,
which have received virtually no part of the increased
total flow of private capital, might have been slower in
reaching completion.

Impressive and encouraging as the increased avail-
ability of foreign saving is in many respects, it has also
served to emphasize that a majority of under-developed
countries have not been able to achieve appreciable
expansions in the level of domestic saving to match
the desired growth of investment.

While most governments have played an increasingly
active role in the nineteen fifties in accelerating the
pace of economic development, their own contribution
in the form of an augmented supply of governnient sav-
ing has generally been very limited. It will be seen from
table 2-15 that in only three out of twenty-twe countries,
namely, Ecuador, Jamaica and Trinidad and Tebago,
did government saving increase by 2 per eent or more
of gross domestic product between 1950-1952 and 1957-
1959; and in another five countries the increase
amounted to only one per cent. In the remaining coun-
tries, the level of government saving either remained
roughly stable or even declined. The declines were sub-
stantial in Ceylon, Burma and the Congo.

A major influence in shaping the changes in the level
of government saving has been government consump-
tion. Among the countries where government saving
has risen significantly, government consumption has
either falien or has not increased in relation to gross
domestic product. In contrast, among the countries
where government saving has fallen, the Tevel of govern.
ment consumption has generally increased sizably. In
Burma, Ceylon and the Congo, for example, the increase
in government consumption has ranged from 5 to 7 per
cent of gross product. Since the levels of government
disposable income have risen in both groups of countries
in broadly similar propertions, it follows that the in-
creases in consumption have been the principal deterrent
to inereases in government saving.

In general, the rising tempo of government consump-
lion has been inhereni in the process of economic and
social change. Rapid increases in population in the
under-developed countries during the nineleen fifties
have been a major contributing factor. The expanding
populations have demanded a larger volume and range
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Table 2.15.

Changes in Levels of General Government Saving, Consumption and
Disposable Income, 1950-1952 to 1957-1959°

(Percentage of gross domestic product)

Irdirect
Net Consump-  IHsposable Direet tures fieses
Counlry sining tian irconm mifreny
Total Household  Corporote subaidics

Ecuador® 4 -2 2 2 1 1 2
Jamaica L. 2 — 2 2 . 2 e
Tiinidad and Tobage 2 -2 o — — —
Venezuela . 1 i 4 3 1 2 )
Philippines® 1 1 2 1 1 -
Portugal 1 1 2 1 H — i
Chilet. 1 - 1 2 1 i 2
Colombia 1 e 1 1 1 — —
Panama. . .. . o - 1 1 1 1 —
Korea (Republic of) e 4 4 1 1 o 3
Rhodesia and Nyasaland . 2 2 — 1 -—1 2
india o ) —_ 2 1 e — —_ 9
Spain — 1 1 1 H e 1
Brazil | .. o e 1 — 1 1 - 2
Union of South Alrica — e o -1 —1 — 1
Greece. . . — 1 1 1 1 — -
China {Taiwan) — 4 B -1 -1 - 2
Costa Rica. -2 4 2 e e — 2
Honduras —2 3 1 — — e 1
Ceylon. .. - 5 2 1 2
Burma . oo ... —3 6 3 3 . . -1
Congo o o 7 2 3 2 1 —

Source: See tahle 2.1,

s For certain differences in time periad and con.
cepts, see footnotes to table 2.1, Components of
government disposeble income other than taxes

of services from governments; this has been further
accentuated by the growth in urbanization, since public
services generally tend to be greater in the citics than
in the rural areas. Particularly prominent in the wider
range of social services has been the provision of facili-
ties for education. Increases in expenditures have come
about not only to improve literacy but also to cnlarge
the supply of trained personnel required for achieving
investment goals.

Furthermore, with the wide-spread adoption of plans
or programmes of economic development, governments
have undertaken greater responsibilities in providing
essential economic and other services; as a result of
these enlarged functions, government administrative
activities have also expanded rapidly in most under-
developed countries. The rise in investment outlays of
the public sector has itself required corresponding in-
creases in government consumption expenditure.

In addition to the rise in government spending on
general administration, which has been common during
this period, defence requirements also have made neces-
sary significant expansions in government current ex-
pendituzre in many under-developed countries. This
tendency has been particularly strong in the newly
independent Asian and African countries, following the

are omitted as the changes in the ratio of these
items to gross domestic product were generally not
significant.

b Including public corporate saving

transter of responsibility for national security to na.
tional governments. In addition, increased concern
about nalional security has prompled higher defence
spending in a number of cases.

Of course, government disposable income has also
generally increased between 1950-1952 and 1957.1959.
This has partly reflected the efforts of governments to

-1aise Lhe levels of income to finance their expanded pro-

grammes of investment. Bul in many countries such
increases have been barely suflicient to meet the in-
creased consumption, In some cases, they have failed
even to match the rising levels of consumption, with
the result that the level of government saving has falien.
Among these countries are Burma and Ceylon, where
the decline in government saving has in fact compelled
the governments to curtail their investment programmes.

But the magnitude of the increase in government dis-
posable income has not been markedly different among
countries. This has largely been attributable to the
broad similarities in the economic structure and the
tax systems in the under-developed countries. It is strik-
ing that, in spite of the rapid expansion of income in
most countries, revenue from direct taxes on houscholds
has tended to rise only slightly in relation to total out-
put. This may have partly reflected the fact that, in
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general, tax systems in the under-developed countries
have not been sufficiently progressive and, further, that
comprehensive upward revisions in lax structures have
not been made during the period under review. In fact,
it appears that increases in revenue have often been
largely the result of an improvement in lax colieclion
and of the rapid expansion of the monetized sector.

Furthermore, the trends in government revenue from
corporate taxes and customs duties have been greatly
affected by divergent changes in foreign trade among
countries. The influence of export trends on revenue
from corporate taxes has been evidenl in many cases
where export corporations are predominant in the cor-
porate sector. Such revenue has increased substantially
in Jamaica and Venezuela, for whose exports world de-
mand has been buoyant. In the majority of countries,
however, the increases in revenue from corporate taxes
have been no more than proportionate to the increases
in total output Often sluggish trends in exporls have
been a significant contributing factor. In Rhodesia and
Nyasaland, a shaip decline in corporate net income has
reduced revenue in the absence of a general increase in
the tax rate.

Although in some countries the levels of government
revenue from customs dulies have inereased signifi-
cantly, in many others there has been no significant
upward trend. In the early nineteen fifties, when there
were wide-spread increases in prices of primary com-
modities entering internalional trade, many govern-
ments successlully siphoned off the expanded purchas-
ing power in the hands of the public through export
duties or multiple exchange rates. But in the latter past
of the decade when commodity markets generally weak-
ened, revenue from these sources often tapered off.
Revenue from import duties, too, has fallen in a num-
ber of countries, partly because governments have often
sought to 1eorient their import structure in favour of
capital goods and other essential articles on which duties
are usually small.

In order to offset the declines in revenue from cus-
toms duties, governments have sought to raise the level
and range of indirect taxes on preducts sold in the
domestic markel. In numerous inslances, excise and
sales taxes have been levied on an expanded range of
consumption goods. In many countries, rising levels of
private consumption have also contributed to taxes. And,
in some countries, such as Ceylon and India, the search
for additional revenue has taken the form ol new taxes,
such as those imposed on expenditure, gifts and weaith.

To an even greater degree than in the case of gov-
ernment saving, the level of private saving has deelined
it most countries. In many instances changes in privale
saving have played an important role in shaping the
trends in total domestic saving., Among the countries
whicl have experienced considerable declines in domes-
lic saving, the trends in private saving have generally
been a major causal factor. Correspondingly, there

have also been cases where increases in domestic saving
have been entirely due to rising trends in private sav-
ing. Within the private secter, however, there has been
1o consistent paltern ol change in corporate and house-
held saving among countries. Ior example, as is shown
in table 2.13, while the decline in the level of private
saving has been substantial in both Rhodesia and Nyasa-
iand and Venezuela, it has reflected a decline in coz-
porale saving in the former but in household saving in
the latter. The importance of the export experience of
individual countries in accounting for their differing
trends in corporate saving is again clearly revealed in
chart 2-5. In Ceylon, the Congo, and Rhodesia and
Nyasaland, [or example, large declines in the level of
exports have been mainly responsible for the unfavour-
able trends in corporate saving '* In contrast, increases
in corporale saving in Jamaica, Puerto Rico and Vene-
zuela have been related to the buoyant world demand
for their exports.®

Household saving in relation both to gross domeslic
product and to disposable income has fallen signifi-

Chart 2-5. Relationship between Changes in Levels
of Corporate Saving and Exports, 1950-1952 to
1957.1959°

(Percentage of gross domestic preduct}
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Source: See table 2.1.
» For certain differences in lime period and concepts, see
fooinotes to teble 2.1. For abbreviations, see chart 2.1,

15 The exceptionally large decline in the level of corporate
saving of the Congo, shown in chart 2.5, resulted in part from
a substential increase in corporale earnings remitted abroad.

1 The differing trends in corporale saving among countries
have also been affected by changes in government tax meuasures
and in corporate policies relating to distribution of dividends,
including earnings remitied shroad However, owing to the lack
of data in most couniries, no generalization can be made con-
cerning the experience of the entire group of countries under
review.
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Table 2-16. Changes in Levels of Household Saving, Household Disposable Income
and Compensation of Employees, 1950-1952 to 1957-1959"

Household saving

Rale of growth

in per capila Compensation of
As percentage Ay ferc:nluge disposable employees ay
Country of grosy of household incomeb percentage of
omestic disposable (percenlage househeld tncomer
praducl income BEr annum;

Jamaica 4 5 7 3
Costa Riea ., .. . . 2 2 2 -1
Rhodesia and Nyssaland 1 13 2 5
Brazil | . o L v _ — 5
Congo — w1 3 8
Union of South Africa. o =1 w1 2 .

Philippines O -1 3 —
Eeuadar, | e .. -1 -2 2 3
Panama. . . . . S | -2 1 4
Spain ... . . .. .. ~1 -2 4 -1
Honduras R co -2 —2 1 2
Colombia = . .. . . . -2 -2 2 3
Moroceo S . o, =2 -2 1 .
Ceylon .. ... . ... .. =2 —3 — 2
Trinidad and Tobage .. . .. =5 w7 5 -4
Venezuela S —7 -~13 5 1

Source: See table 2-1.

s For certain differences in time period and con.
cepts, see footnotes to table 2.1,

cantly in most countries during this period; in Trinidad
and Tobago and Venezuela, the decline has been espe-
cially large.™ Of the countries shown in table 2-16,
increases in the level of household saving have taken
place only in Jamaica, Costa Rica and Rhodesia and
Nyasaland. While it seems clear that in these cases in-
cteases in real income have been an important contrib-
uting factor, the differences in the growth of incomes
cannot account for the changes in household saving, Al
though incomes have shown similar increases in other
countries, their levels of saving have actually fallen.

Many factors have contributed to this experience.
Shifts in the distribution of income have been a domi-
nant factor in accounting for the changes in levels of
saving during the period. As is shown in tahle 2.16,
there has been in most countries a tendency for the
share of compensation of employees to rise relatively

¥ The proportion of disposable income to gross demestic
produet has generally fallen moderately, although in a few in-
stances, such as in Jamaica and Colombia, the decline has heen
large Sharp increases in the propertion have oceurred in 2 few
cases, such as in the Congo snd Rhodesia and Nyasaland. In
these countries, changes in corporate saving have been the main
factor contributing to the changes in the ratio of income to
product.

¥ Compound rate, based on date in constant
rices.

© Household income refers to personal income
before taxes; it includes government transfers.

to that of incomes from entrepreneurship and property
in household income.’® This has been partly the result
of increases in the number of wage earners, accom-
panied often by increases in wage rates. In many in-
stances, this change has 1o some extent reflected reduc.
tions in the share of unincorporated enterprise income
caused by an unfavourable export experience. Since
wage earners generally tend to consume a larger propor-
tion of income than recipients of entreprencurial and
property incomes, it is not surprising that declines in
levels of saving have taken place.

The declining trend in household saving has also
been influenced by the continued rapid urbanization in
most-countries. In fact, the enlargement of the wage.
earner sector has been associated with a substantial
movement of rural population to urban areas in search
of employment and higher incomes. Growing urbaniza-
tion has required additional expenditure in order to
establish homes in the cities; also, material standards
of living tend to be imitated and it is not unlikely that
such imitation has induced higher levels of consumption.

18 The changes in transfers from the government to the house.

hold sector during the period do not affect these conclusions
sinee they have penerally been very small.

The supply of finance

Saving derives its importance from the fact that its
level at prevailing prices determines the volume of re-
sources available to realize investment. It is always

possible, however, that though the community may be
willing to release resources from consumption for in-
vestment, the particular entities which may wish to un-
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Table 2.17, Level of Investment and Excess of Saving over Investment, by Sector, 1950-1952 and 19571959

(Percentage of gross domestic product)

Nel investment

Exeess of saving voer investment

Counlryt Governmen! Private Governtment PBrivate Fareign
1950-1952 1957-1850 19501952 1957-1955 1950-1952 10857-1958 1950-1052 1857-1950 1950-1852 1957-1959
Jemaiea. .. ... ... .. 2 3 6 15 e — -7 —10 7 9
Buma................... 2 3 6 12 2 -2 3 —3 -5 5
India. ... 2 5 4 5 — —4 — — 1 4
Panama . ... 2 1 2 8 -1 1 -5 —9 ] 8
Greece. . . ... 2 4 8 10 — -2 —6 -6 7 9
Ecuador...... .. ......... 3 5 3 5 -1 1 3 —1 -1 1
Rhodesia and Nyasaland 7 7 14 16 —2 -2 -3 ~8 5 12
Philippines. . ....... ... 1 1 2 3 — 1 -1 —3 1 2
Korea {(Republicof). ... . 1 2 8 7 —5 —6 —2 -3 7 9
China (Taiwen). .. .. ... ... 2 3 10 9 -1 —3 —6 —5 8 8
Costa Rica............. 2 2 12 12 3 1 —6 -5 3 4
Brazil .. ..... ..... 3 4 11 6 —_ —1 —5 2 2 1
Portugal ... .. . 2 2 11 9 1 1 —6 —8 5 7
Venezuela 7 9 13 9 2 1 —4 —6 2 5
Ceylon. . 5 4 5 4 -2 —4 3 1 —1 4
Honduras. e 2 2 9 7 1 —2 —2 —1 H 3
Union of South Africa. 2 3 15 11 1 1 —5 -1 4 —
Congo . . 5 7 17 5 1 -7 4 2 —4 5
Moroceo . 5 5 13 w1 s 2 -5 5 5 —4

Source: See table 2-1.
= Tor certain differences in time period and concepts, see
{ootnotes to table 2-1.

dertake investment may lack the financial funds to
purchase the necessary resources. In most under-devel-
oped countries, there are vast differences in the ease
with which investors can secure financial funds. An
often-quoted example is the financial weakness of the
peasant and his lack of access to fending institutions;
this contrasts shaiply with the strength of a large in-
dustrial organization or of government. Such differ-
ences, even when they do not limit the level of total
investment, may well depress investment unduly in
some fields of production.

The problem of securing the financial resources to
undertake investment activity has not been confined in
the under-developed countries to the private sectois of
the economy. As noted earlier, a striking characteristic
of the post-war growth of investment in the under-
developed countries has been the rapid increase in in-
vestment by governments. Since, however, the level of
governmen{ saving in relation to gross domestic product
has generally been falling, the financing of government
investment has increasingly required the transfer of
resources {rom other sectors of the economy. While in
the early nineteen fifties the government sector in the
majority of countries listed in table 2.17 experienced
either an excess of saving over investment or an approxi-

b Countries are arranged in descending order of the incresse
in total net investment as a percentage of gross domestic product

from 1950-1952 1o 1957.1959.

mate balance, by the end of the decade it was generally
faced with a deficiency of saving.

The importance of the declining lrend of govern-
ment saving in contributing to the increasing gap be-
tween saving and investment can be seen in table 2.18.
The countries in the table are listed in descending order
of the increase in government net investment from
1950-1952 to 1957-1959; and it can be seen that the
magnitude of the inerease in the gap between saving
and investment was, on the whole, not related to dif-
ferent rates of change in investment. In fact, among
the countries in the Jower half of the table, government
investment generally remained stable or fell, but the
gap between saving and investment generally increased.
Only in a few countries have increases in government
investment been more than offset by the greater in-
crease in government saving. This was the case in
Eeuador, Parama and the Philippines, where an ex-
cess of saving over investment was experienced in

1957-1959.

Part of the widening gap between government saving
and investment has been financed by a larger inflow
of {oreign official loans and grants. The importance of
these flows in many countries is also shown in table
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Table 2-18. Change in Excess of Saving over Invest-
ment in Government Sector and in Net Inflow of
Foreign Official Grants and Long-term Loans,

1950.1952 to 1957-1959°

(Percentage of prass domestie product)

Net inflow of foreign

Coundr y¥ Ereesa of suving n%h'cmf grants and
oeer fnvesimend orty-teem Ioangs
India —4 —
Venezuela -1 e
Congo -7 14
Feuador . 2 e
Greece -2 —-18
Korea {Republic of) w2 6.7
China {Taiwan) -2 0l
Burma ! 38
Jamaics o 1 .
Brazil -1 0.3
Portugal — -
Honduras . . -3 1.6
Rhodesia and Nyasaland - ~01
Union of South Africe —1 —05
Philippines . 1 —-1.0
Costa Rica —2 2.2
Moroccao . -1 -~1.3
Ceylon -2 1.4
Panama. 2 2.7

Seurce: See table 2.4

» Far certain differences in Lme period and coneepts, sec
focinotes to tables 2.1 and 2.4,

¥ Countries are arranged in descending order of the increase
in government net investmenlt as u percentage of gross domestic
product.

© A positive change denotes an increase in inflow

2.18, although the comparison provides only 2 rough
indication of orders of magnitude.'

But, as implied in table 2-18, domestic borrowing has
also been an important source of governzeent finance in
most countries. The available data do not permit com-
prehensive statistical analysis of the sources of domestie
{funds, but the most important appears to have been
credit expansion, However, in a few countries where
governments have berrowed significant amounts of
domestic funds other than {rom the banking system, the
loans have been made principally by insurance com-
panies, pension funds and various savings institutions.
In Ceylon, Colombia, Leuador and India, for example,
these institutions are required by government regula-
tion to maintain a certain pottion of their portfolio in
government securities. Generally, the scarcity of non-
biisiness private saving and the rudimentary nature of

19 This is because the net inflow of foreign official funds as
finance jor the government sector involves two important errors.
First, some part of the [unds, gencrally a relatively small pro-
portion, has been used for finpncing investment in public cor-
perations rather than in the general government sector proper;
and in the present chapter investment by publie eorporations
has heen combined with investment of private corporations
becnuse of the lack of separate data. Secondly, foreign official
funds may have been used for meeting government current con-
sumption expenditure, ss in the case of the Republic of Kores,

capital markets in most under-developed countries have
militated against other types of domestic borrowing. In
India, in particular, direct borrowing from the private
sector has played a significant 1ole. Aceording to the
estimates for the second five-year plan, the contribution
of government saving to the finance of government
investment, excluding government enterprises, was ex-
pected 1o fall {rom the 38 per cent level achieved under
the first five-year plan to 13 per cent. While borrow-
ing {rom the banking system was expected 1o increase
from 23 to 33 per cent, drafts on private saving were
to increase {rom 26 to 29 per cent and the use of foreign
funds from 13 to 25 per cent. It is interesting that the
third five-year plan appears lo rely less on credit creation
as a source of finance since it is proposed to cut borrow-
ing from the banking system to about 10 per cent of
government investment,

In most under-developed countries, however, saving
in the private sector as a whole has fatlen short of private
investment. Rather than having an excess of saving
over investment which could be utilized to finance pan
of government investment, the private sector has gen-
erally recorded a deficiency in saving. Moreover, in
contrast to the government sector, the deficiency in pri-
vate saving was generally no less evideni at the begin-
ning of the decade than at the end; in fact, in a number
of countries, the deficiency was as large as 5 per cent of
gross domestic product in 1950-1952,

The wide-spread tendency for the deficiency in pri-
vate saving lo increase can be seen from table 2-19. And
it is nolable that the tendency has by no means been con-
fined to countries in which the level of private invest-
ment has increased. In some countries, such as Ceylon,
Portugal, Venezuelz and the Congo, a decline in the
level of investment has been associated with an even
larger decline in the level of saving.

Only in a few countries has the increased deficiency
of saving been appreciably offset by an inflow of private
foreign long-term capital. Although they can give only
an impression of orders of magnitude, the data shown
in table 2-19 reveal this clearly encugh. As has been
noted carlicr, there has been a marked concentration of
private capital flows in favour of countries with bueyant
exports and countries with relatively high levels of per
capita income,

Among the various branches of production within the
private sector, there has been great diversity of exper-
ience with regard to the ease with which finance {or
investment could be secured. This has been lrue both
among industries and as between the lwo broad sectors
of industry and agriculture.

So far as industrial finance is concerned, there is little
doubt that those branches of production which have been
especially attiactive to private forcign investors have
encountered the least difficulty in obtaining resources.
Bul the finance of investment in other new and growing
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Table 2.19.  Change in Excess of Saving over Invest-
ment in Private Sector and in Net Inflow of For
eign Private Capital, 1950-1952 to 1957-195%"

{Pereentage of pross domestic product)

Eoreess of saving Nel inflow uf privale

Country®» over investirend long-ferm capilafe

Jamaica ‘ . w3 .
Burma .. . -6 0.0
Panama i} 10
Greeve o e 0.8
Rhodesia and Nyasaland —6 1.0
Eeuador — i 0.4
Philippines 2 —0.1
India .. 1 -
Costa Rica . 1 0.1
Korea {Republic of) —1

China (Taiwan) 1 -1
Ceylon -3 U]
Portugal -2 .
Honduras 1 —38
Venezuela -2 4.1
Union of Seuth Africa . 4 —-23
Brazil . . 3 1.1
Congo . -2 —-3.8
Moroceo ‘ 10 ~2.3

Source: Sec table 2.4

»For certain differenees in time period and concepts, see
footnotes to tables 2-1 and 2.4.

b Countries are arranged in descending order of the increase
in the ratio of private net investment as a percentage of gross
domestic product.

* A positive change denotes an increase in inflow of private
capital

domestic industries has posed special problems. The
rapid growth of old firms and the establishment of new
ones have placed an incressing burden on traditional
arrangements for providing outside finance and these
have proven inereasingly inadequate. Traditionally, the
main component of external finance has heen provided
by the unorganized, rather than the organized, paris of
the capital market. Apait from the high interest rates
that prevail in most unorganized capital markets, the
practice of lending and borrowing through personal
acquaintances greatly restricts flexibility in the supply
of investment finance. Recognizing this, practically all
under-developed countries have heen making serious
efforts 1o enlarge and improve organized capital markets,
both by breadening the matket for securities and by
establishing new lending institulions to encowage pri-
vale investment in industry. For example, in the early
post-war period, Mexico established s national seeuri-
lies commission for the purpose of facilitaling the
growth of the securities market. Another development,
which has been intended to {oster the growth of securi-
ties markels and has become increasingly important in
a number of under-developed countrics, has heen the
formation of investment trusts, as in Brazil, Colombia,
Mexice and the Philippines. In a few countries. notably
in India, governments have exercised contrel over new
capital issues to ensure the channelling of private funds

into investment in branches of production that have
been accorded priority.

The growth of organized securities markets has so far
been limited, however, and in most under-developed
countries they are non-existent. Commercial banks have
thus remained the most important institutional lenders
to indusiry. Although their loans have tended to be
restricted mainly to short-term credit, their lending
policies have necessarily influenced private investment
in industry. In many countries bank credit to the private
sector as a percentage of gross domestic product in-
creased from 1950 to 1958, Nevertheless, at the end of
the decade the volume of such eredit was still low in
comparison with that of the industrial countries "
Though it is not possible to assess accurately the extent
to which the increases in bank credit have been chan-
nelled into activities of special importance 1o cconomic
development, it does seem thal in countries such as
Greece, India and Mexico, where industrial invesiment
has grown at relatively high rate, the share of industry
in the growth of bank credit has been rather high.

In many countries, government poliey in the post.
war period has encouraged or required commercial
banks to devote a larger proportion of their resources
to the financing ol investment in productive industrial
activities. Commercial banks in a number of countries,
as [or example, Colombia, Costa Rica and Mexico, have
been permitled o: required to allocate a larger propor-
tion of their resources to the purchase of industrial
securities.

Another channel through which governments have
influenced investment finanee has been menetary policy,
Measures to implement monetary policy in the under-
developed countries have mainly taken the form of
selective credil controls rather than more comprehen-
sive instruments, such as open market operations and
changes in reserve requirements. Among the principal
selective credit controls have heen incremental reserve
requirements against loans for purposes with low social
priority, the permissive inclusion in reserves of invest-
ments of a type deserving encouragement, as well as
credit ceilings and regulations concerning the composi-
tion of bank portiolios,

In addition to such measures, almost all countries have
strengthened the means of providing special credit to the
private industrial sectors, cither through direct govern-
ment lending by official vredit institutiens, or through
lending by special private institulions. Direct govern-
ment leading to privately-owned centerprises has been
employed by a number of couniries. particularly in the
eatlier years of the post-war period. xamples are pro-
vided by China (Taiwan}, India, the Philippines and
the Republic of Korea. In Burma, there have been a
number of joint-venture corporalions, in which the

20 See U Tun Wai, “Interest Rates in the Organized Money
Markets of Under-developed Countries”, International Monetary
Fund, Staff Papers, August 1958 (Washington, DC ).
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equity capital is divided between public and private
ownership. There has been an increasing tendency, how-
ever, for government funds to be channelled through
specialized official lending institutions, such as develop-
ment banks. During the post-war period both the num-
ber of these institutions and the volume of credit granted
have increased markedly. At the same time, development
banks under private ownership have increased in import-
ance. The most common service offered by these institu-
tions has been the provision of medium-term and long-
term finance, but some of them have also undertaken to
seek out and promote new investment opportunities, to
underwrite new issues of securities by private enterprises
and to provide technical assistance. In certain cases, they
have even operated enterprises. Their sources of funds
have included central banks, other financial institutions
and the private sector. They have sometimes also dis-
tributed to private firms loans obtained from foreign
sources, such as the International Bank for Reconstrue-
tion and Development. In a number of countries they
have received regular allocations of funds {rom gov-
ernments For example, in Brazil, the National Bank for
Economic Development has financed the development
of infrastructure from a percentage charge on revenue
from personal income tax; and in Honduras, the Na-
tional Development Bank has received allocations of
government saving.

In Latin America, two notable special institutions for
financing investment have been the Development Corp-
oration in Chile and the Nacienal Financiera in Mexico
Both have provided finance for a broad range of projects
and have served as prototypes for similar institutions
elsewhere. In Peru, resource limitations restricted the
eflectiveness of the official institutions during the nine-
teen fifties, although with the establishment of the pri-
vate development banks in 1953, the scope for influenc-
ing development has been broadened. In Colombia, the
first private development banks were founded in 1959,
In Brazil and Costa Rica, the central banks have, in
addition to their banking functions, also acted as de-
velopment banks, During the nineteen fifties private in-
vestment banks expanded their activities in Brazil, and
by 1959 the volume of their industrial lending had fax
outstripped the corresponding activity of the central
bank. The National Bank for Economic Development,
with funds derived from a portion of the personal in-
come tax, had been organized a few years earlier to
assist long-term financing of infrastructure investments,

Similar special institutions have also been established
in other under:developed areas. The Industrial Finance
Corporation of India, for example, was established in
1948 to furnish long-term finance to industry, and since
that time a number of other specialized financial institu-
tions have been created to provide long-term and me-
dium-term finance to the privale sector,

The activity of these development banks, as well as
of commercial banks and other lending institutions, has

not, of course, always been confined to the supply of
finance for industry but has also emhraced loans to the
agricultural sector. The problems posed in the chan-
nelling of suflicient finance into investment in agricul-
ture, however, are generally of a distinctly different
nature to those encountered in industiy. Speeial meas-
ures have, in fact, been taken by governments in
numerous countries to facilitate the flow of finance into
agricultural investment.

The distribution of investment between agriculture
and the rest of the economy has recently become a matter
to which particular attention is being paid. While data
on the pattern of private investment are available only
for a few countries, it is commonly recognized that the
growth of private investment in agriculture has gener-
ally tended to lag behind that in other sectors during the
last decade.® One rough indication has been the fact that
the growth of agricultural output has generally been ata
slower rate than that of gross domestic product. How-
ever, governments have become increasingly aware of
the need for expansion of agricultural output, particu-
larly of foed production, if internal balance is to be
maintained during the process of rapid industrialization.

The problems encountered in aceelerating agricul-
tural investment and output, however, have been as mueh
non-finaneial as financial. In order to promote invest-
ment and output and to improve the efficiency with which
the available 1esources for investment are used, govern-
ments have increasingly sought to deal with the problem
of land ownership and tenure and to extend provision
of basic services, such as irrigation works and educa-
tional services. At the financial level, attempts have been
made to stimulate additional investment through the
encouragement of lending by established financial insti-
tutions, such as those mentioned above, and through the
establishment of special lending institutions for apri-
culture.

That an overwhelming share of agricultural invest
ment in under-developed countries has been self-finan-
ced does not imply that the capacity for self-financing
has been large in absolute terms. It is more correctly
viewed as a reflection of a low level of investment as well
as a still lower level of available external finance. The
most common type of external finance has been credit
from such non-institutional o1 unorganized sources as
the landlord, money-lender or merchant, but this form
of credit has generally been not only insufficient but also
expensive.

While in mest under-developed countries the com-
mercial banks have contributed to the financing of agri-
cultural investment, their loans have generally been of

*t Among the countries under discussion, data on total gross
capital formation by industrial nse are available for five countries,
Between the earlier and the later period, the relative shere of
agricultural investment in total investment declined in all these
countries. In relation to total output, the deeline amounted to
one per cent in Portugal, 2 per cent in Greece, 4 per cent in
Honduras and 8 per cent in Ecuador and India,
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limited significance, whether considered in terms of vol-
ume, type or number. For those countries where data on
the distribution of bank credil are available, the propor-
tion of agricultural loans lo tolal bank eredit has gen-
erally been not only low—less than 10 per cent—but has
hardly improved during the last decade. The propor-
tion has been somewhal higher in those Latin American
countries, such as Colombia, Costa Riea, Mexico and
Peru, which have introduced policies of selective credit
controls intended to improve the [low of credit to agri-
culture.

The inadequacy and unsuitability of normal commer-
cial bank channels for agricultural financing has empha-
sized the need for direct and indirect governmental as-
sistance, For example, in a majority of Asian counlries
direct government assistance has become the largest
source of institutional credit to agricuiture,

While specialized agricultural banks have mostly con-
centrated on the provision of short-term credil, rural
mortgage banks and other institutions have been esta-
blished especially to provide long-lerm finance. The
main limitation of conventional land-mortgage banks
from the viewpoint of productive investment has been
their preoccupalion with mortgages arising out of land
purchases rather than land development. Accordingly,
separate corporations for agricultural development have
been set up in several countries of Africa and Asia,
including Burma, the Philippines and the Uniled Arab
Republic (Egypt}, while in a number of Latin American

countries multi-purpose developmental institutions
covering agricultural as well as non-agricultural
financing have been established.

The most important link in the chain of institutional
credit Lo the small farmer lies in the effective functioning
of the local or village financing institution through
which a large part of agricultural credit can be chan-
nelled. A favoured approach has been the co-operative
method of rural financing. While the co-operative credil
movement has been in existence in several countries of
Alrica and Asia for a number of decades, it is of more
recent origin in Latin America and the Middie Last.
The degree of success achieved has been highly uneven,
but in most countries the share of co-operative credit in
agricultural finance has remained at less than 10 per
cent of the total.

Thus, altheugh the scope of institutional finance has
expanded in many countries, its progress has not been
sufficient to vesult in an effective displacement of the
traditional sources of finance. However, although its
quantitative impact still remains limited, its contribu-
lion in qualitative terms has been far from insignificant.
Investment funds have been more efficiently channelled
to the extent that the various credit institutions have
adapted their credit supply to the investment needs of
the farmer . On the whole, it may be said that many gov-
ernments in recent years have made an important contyi-
bution through their efforts to expand the supply of
institutional finance for agricullure.

Conelusion

The decade of the nineteen fifties witnessed an un-
precedented intensification of the efforls of under-
developed eountries lo eliminale mass poverly. That
most of the countries reviewed in this chapter have
registered annual 1ates of growth amounting 1o 4 per
cent or more is indeed an impressive achievement. Bul
high rates of growth have in general been attained only
where a significantly larger proportion of resources has
been devoted to capital formation. It is this common
experience that impels under-developed countries Lo
seek higher levels of investment.

Increases in total investment, however, must be zccom-
panied by equal increases in the aggregate of domestic
and foreign saving. A rather paradoxical development
in the nineteen ffties has been that, while ever-increas-
ing importance has been attached to the aim of accelera-
ting economic growth, domestic saving in relation to
gross domeslic product has risen in no more than one-
third of the under-developed countries. And even among
these countries, the increase has usually been modest. In
about half the countries, in fact, levels of domestic sav-
ing have declined.

In so far as export trends have exercised a profound

inlluence on the several slreams of domestic saving,
certain changes have inevitably followed from forces
beyond the control of individual countries. But domestic
saving has also been aflected by a number of other fac-
tors. Governments, [or example, have everywhere heen
under pressure lo step up their current expendilures to
meet the needs of growing populations. Even though
government income has risen in most countries, the
advance has often been more than offset by the higher
level of consumption expenditure Further, government
policies have not generally succeeded in preventing pri-
vate consumption from ahsorbing a larger share of
current output.

In the absence of an appreciable increase in the levels
of domestic saving, the upward trend in the fow of
foreign saving has been of crucial importance to the
under-developed countries. It is indeed striking that in
a number of countries this flow has increased by 5 per
cent or more of gross domestic product. While in a few
instances larger surpluses of imports over exports of
goods and services have been made possible through the
utilization of foreign currency reserves, the more com-
mon paltern has been that of increases in the flow of
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long-term private capital and public funds from other
parts of the world.

Although the flow of foreign private capital to the
under-developed countries has increased substantially
during the nineteen fifties, the distribution of these
funds has continued to be heavily concentrated in a
rather small number of countries. Governed as it is by
the profit motive, the increased flow of private capital
has in the main gone into countries favoured with nat-
ural resources in strong world demand, as well as into
the countries with relatively large and buoyant domestic
markets. These economic forces have been so strong
that even though many countries have sought to attract
foreign private capital through a wide range of incen-
tives and guarantees, foreign investors have continued
to confine their activities to a relatively small number of
undei-developed countries.

The concentration in the flow of foreign private cap-
ital has to some extent been offset by official loans and
grants. Since such foreign assistance is inevitably linked
with political and other non-economic factors, both
higher-income and lower-income countries have partici-
pated in the flow of international public funds. There
has nevertheless been a perceptible tendency for the
increased flow of these funds to be diverted towards the
lower-income under-developed countries.

While foreign funds have brought benefits to the
under-developed countries, they have also added to their
present and future costs. In the nineteen fifties, public
assistance has been increasingly provided in the form
of loans rather than grants. The expanding volume of
foreign ollicial loans and private investments has en-
tailed a larger outllow of interest and dividend pay-
ments, Since the exports of under-developed countries as
a group have not 1isen as rapidly, this has meant that a
higher proportion of current exports has been required
to service foreign debt. It appears, moreover, that
foreign exchange requirements for the servicing of
international obligations will increase in the near future.
In many countries, foreign investment and investment
service requirements will continue to increase even
without a [resh stream of capital from abroad. This is
likely to happen through the ploughing back of profits,
since the bulk of foreign private capital in the nineteen
fifties has gone into direct investment. Further, many
of the medium-term loans obtained by governments or
public agencies in the under-developed countries are
scheduled for repayment in the next few years. Thus,
unless there is a marked and sustained improvement in
their export earnings, under-developed countries are
likely to find the burden of international indebtedness ac-
centualed rather than diminished in the nineteen sixties.
These considerations do not, of course, imply that under-
developed countries should not assume more foreign
liabilities, but they do emphasize the need for acceler-
ated national efforts to meet the requirements of eco-
nomic development.

In countries where incomes and standards of fiving
are low, it may not be easy to save a large proportion
of a constant income. But clearly, when income is grow-
ing, it should be possible to save a larger part of the
increment to income. The evidence in the nineteen ffties
shaws that, despite wide-spread increases in real incomes,
marginal rates of domestic saving have continued to be
low in most under-developed countries. Governments,
therefore, have an important task to perform in stimu-
lating higher levels of domestic saving.

The needs of the under-developed countriés are un-
doubtedly so great that governments have had to under-
take large outlays on education, health and numerous
other services. Some of these services are vital to pro-
grammes of economic development. But, since one way
for governments to increase their saving lies in limiting
current expenditure, careful scrutiny of current ex-
penditure might reveal a number of activities which
could yield precedence to more urgent tasks.

Governments also need to increase their revenue so as
to aim at a closer balance between their investment and
saving, While it is not possible to indicate a fixed target
for government revenue in relation to national preduct,
there can be little doubt that in many under-developed
countries the level could be increased significantly. It is
especially important for governments to secure substan-
tial increases in revenue out of increments to national
income. A number of governments have, of course,
sought to finance their spending programmes through
borrowing from central banks, but such experiments,
when carried out on an extensive scale, have often had
adverse repercussions. Where the result has been pres-
sure on prices, the temporary advantages gained in the
torm of increased government absorption of resources,
o1 increased private saving through a redistribution of
incomes in favour of profits, have often been outweighed
by a number of adverse effects. These effects have taken
such forms as the ereation of a speculative economic
climate, a decrease in the tendency of households fo
save and pressure on the balance of payments.

An important deterrent o adequate growth in govern-
ment revenue in many countries is the marked depend-
ence of tax systems on foreign trade. In numerous
instances revenue from indirect taxes, especially duties
on exports, which often bulk large in government re-
ceipts, has been adversely affected by declines or slug-
gish growth in foreign trade Revenue from corporate
and other direct taxes has, for the same reason, fre-
quently not expanded in line with increased government
expenditure, Business taxes have, in {act, been decreased
in some instances in line with government efforts to
stimulate private investment,

Another serious shortcoming of fiscal systems that
rely heavily on foreign trade has stemmed from the in-
stability of the external sector. The consequent fuctua-
tions in revenue have often led to pronounced year-to-
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vear fluctuations in governmenl saving. Inevitably,
government investmen! plans have suffered; in some
instances the construction of much needed facilities has
had to be posiponed. There is a need, therefore, not
only lo raise the level of total government revenue, but
also to place greater reliance on taxes not directly
dependent on foreign trade. Taxes within the domestie
market offer a promising area for the enlargement of
government revenues, With the growth of domestic eco-
nemic activity it should be possible to increase revenue
through appropriale taxes on the production and sale
of goods and services, particularly those which do not
impose an undue burden on lewer-income groups. Such
indirect taxes are alse comparatively easy to administer.

While indirect taxes have many advantages for under-
developed countries, the importance of enlarging rev-
enue from direct taxes must be emphasized. The laxation
of income in particular has been inadequately utilized
in many countries. Apart from the scrious problems
entailed in the effective administration of income taxes,
a significant shortcoming has been that tax syslems have
often failed to capture o suficient portion of incomes.
Frequently, exemptions have been set al too high a level;
as a result, though incomes have generally increased,
the growth in revenue has been small, Another common
deficiency has been the failure to tax large incomes
sufficiently owing to low tax rates and excessively liberal
deductions.

Agriculture has generally been the least taxed sector
in the under-developed countries. Often land assesements
have not been revised for many years; in many instances,
they do not even 1eflect the increases in land values
resulting {rom improvements made by gpovernments
themselves through the provision of irrigation, transport
and other facilities. Appropriately devised agricultural
taxes, therefore, represent an imporiant polential source
of increased revenue in many countries,

Revenue can also be inereased thiough modification
of price structures of public enterprises which have fre-
quently remained immune [rom the trends in prices
elsewhere in Lthe economy. Of course, charges for certain
essential services, such as power and transporlation of
capital goods, may have o be kepl reialively low in
order to provide incentives to privale investment. But in
general, pricing in publie emerprises may more appro-
priately be geared to the goal of higher domestic saving.

Policies to increase government revenue should not,
however, lose sight o the fact that in some instances
laxes may fail to raise aggregate domestic saving. This
may oceur where taxes act to reduce private saving and
investment rather than consumption. While, therefore,
tax measures have to be devised with care, the wide-
spread existence of luxury consumption and the exten-
sive non-productive use of private saving and wealth in
the under-developed countries suggest that revenue could
be increased without retarding private investment.

Governments in the under-developed countries can
also promote enlerprise saving through a climate of
economic expansion and through the establishment of
basic public facilities. Accelerated depreciation allow-
ances and tax exemptions for re-invested profits, for
example, can act as valuable inducements to the business
seclor. Difficult problems of choice may ne doubt arise
once again, but il may be necessary to strike a balance
between higher government revenue and the incentives
required to stimulate business saving.

While the expansion of household saving is related to
increases in per capita income levels, governments can
facilitate an increase in such saving. Monetary stability
is clearly one contribution which governments can make
to prevent a decline in the tendency to save. At the in-
stilutional fevel, the creation of savings banks and
co-operative socicties, the growth of securities markets,
and the introduction of life insurance and provident
funds are means by which houschold saving may be
encouraged. + These institutions, morcover, perform a
vital role in channelling private saving into various
iypes of investment.

Governments, then, have many means al their disposal
to increase the flow of domestie saving and to insulate
it partially from the uncertainties of foreign trade.
Although the world climate has become more favourable
to an expanded llow of international private and public
funds 1o the under-developed countries—indeed there is
great need for such funds to pay for a larger volume of
imported machinery and other essential goods—in the
final analysis economic development must rest on the
cornerstone of domeslic saving. Vigorous efforts to pro-
mote domestic saving are necessary if the under-
developed countries are to sccure higher and self.
sustaining rates of economic progress.



Chapter 3

SAVING FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE CENTRALLY
PLANNED ECONOMIES

Policies and problems in financing investment

The role of investment finance in the centrally
planned economies differs from thal in the private en-
terprise economies as analysed in the preceding chap-
ters. In the latter economies the condilions governing
the provision of investment finance have an important
bearing on the volume and pattern of investment. In the
centrally planned economies, on the other hand, the
volume and pattern of investment are determined
mainly on the hasis of physical targets set by national
economic plans, Financial plans, although indispen-
sable, are wholly subordinated to the physical plans.
Tven foreign capital flows between the centrally planned
economies are generally formulated first in physical
terms and only subsequently in value terms. State own-
ership of most of the productive capacity and state
control over the allocation of the output of state enter-
prises ecnable governments to establish investment
projects largely on the basis of the availability of physi-
cal resources without concern for prior mobilization of
financial means.

Financial planning is nevertheless important. The
need for financial policies closely related to the general
economic plans results from the fact that the planned
economies are monetary economies in which the flow of
goods is associated with corresponding money Hows. It
might be asked why money flows are not entirely dis-
pensed with in centrally planned economies in view of
the governments’ ability to maintain direct control
over the flow of goods. The retention of money flows is
obviously not due to the need for a common measuring
unit for the calculation of nggregate output and income
data. This need could be served by an accounting unit
expressed in terms of labour o1 money without resort to
actual money transactions. The principal reason for the
existence of money relationships is the belief that an
economic system depending entirely upon the direct
allocation of resources would, at least in the present
stage of historical development, suffer from impairment
of incentives to work. It is generally considered that
direct allocation, involving a rationing of supplies for
enterprises and consumers, would stifle their initiative
and hamper the use of rewards and penalties for con-
trolling and influencing their activities.

It is this same view that is largely responsible for the
existence in these couniries of imporiant economic
sectors not subject to direct administrative controls.

Thus, laboeur is not directly allocated to various occupa-
tiong, but is hired on a voluntary basis, and consumer
goods may be freely purchased by the recipients of
money income. A large part of the agricultural sector
is not state-owned and is therefore much less subject to
direct controls than are state enterprises. Collective
farms and individual peasants are, in general, bound
to deliver fixed amounts of goods to the state at fixed
prices, but their production and investment programmes
are not directly imposed upon them by state authorities.
Even in the state sector, not all resources are directly
allocated by supply agencies, and a substantial volume
of transactions is concluded directly between enterprises.

: / The use of money rewards, however, is not considered
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to be a permanent feature of the centrally planned
economies. According to the views prevailing in these
counliies, it would be desirable to abolich the system of
money rewards for work. It is believed that this could
be done, however, only if and when the abundance of
zoods and services would eliminate the need for a limit
on demand by regulation of income payments and when
a complete change in the psychology of individuals
would make it unnecessary to retain income as an in-
centive to work. Although such changes are relegated
to an undefined future, it is generally considered that
the gradual extension of free services and free supplies
of goods represents a trend in this direction,

It has sometimes been asserted that the retention of
money relationships in centrally planned economies
results only from the existence of two forms of owner-
ship, state ownership an the one hand and collective
farm ownership on the other. This is because the system
of dual ownership prevents the application to the whole
economy of direct controls over the allocation of re-
sources, and therefore requires the retention of financial
flows both between and within the two sectors, As indi-
cated above, however, it is now more commonly felt
that if the state sector were expanded and all other forms
of ownership abolished, the retention of meney flows
would still be necessary, except perhaps at some future
time. It is interesting to note that expansion of the state
sector has nat, in fact, reduced the role of finance in
the centrally planned economies. On the contrary, it has
been associated with a much greater emphasis, both in
theoretical writings and in policy measures, on the
increasingly important part played by finance in the
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development of these ecinomies. Discussion of the laws
of value and rejection of the idea that these laws do not
apply to the relations within the state sector has had
the practical implication that more reliance should be
placed on the initiative of managers of state enterprises
and on financial, rather than purely administrative,
direction of the economy.

To facilitate the use of financial controls in conjunc-
tion with the more direct, purely administrative, meth-
ods of directing the economy, most stale enterprises
conduct their work on the basis of so-called “economic
accounting”, which means that they are set up as in-
dividual economic units that are assumed, in principle,
to cover their current expenditure out of their current
revenue and to earn profits.! Fixed and working capital
are provided by budgetary grants at the time an enter-
prise is set up, and are subsequently augmented {rom a
portion of the profit earned by the enterprises as well as
by further budgetary grants and credits. The price
received by an enterprise f{or its output consists of two
components, the turnover tax (applicable mostly to
consumet goods) and the enterprise price. The proceeds
of the turnover tax, which is set by the central authori-
ties largely on the basis of supply and demand, are
transferred in their entirety to the government. The
remaining current revenues of the enterprise depend
on the enterprise price, which is also set by the central
authorities. The excess of these revenues over the current
expenses of the enterprise constitutes the enterprise’s
profit. The enterprise price is fixed on the basis of the
average cost prevailing in or planned for the industry as
a whole in the period used as a base for price-fixing,
augmented by a percentage markup. As the prices re-
ceived as well as paid by the enterprises are fixed by the
government, any increase in profits or reduction in
losses over and above the planned rates will generally
indicate an improvement in the internal efficiency of the
enterprise.” Of course, not all enterprises make profits.
The fixing of prices on the basis ol average cost may
result in wide-spread diflerences in the profitability of
enterprises, necessitating subsidies to cover whatever
losses may exist. In some cases prices have been fixed
below average cost, and in consequence, nol only
individual enterprises but entire industries have suffered
losses.

Part of an enterprise’s profit is transferred to the
budget in the same manner as the turnover tax, while
the remainder is left at the disposal of the enterprise
and of higher industrial or regional bodies for invest-
ment in fixed and working capital and for other autho.
rized purposes. The enlerprises’ requirements that are
not covered by their retained profits and amortization
allowances are covered by budgetary grants and credits.

t Not included in this group are enterprises which transfer
all their proceeds to the budget and finance their current ex-
penses by budgetary means, as well as those service enlerprises
the cfficiency of which is not judged by their profitability and
whieh therefore are not assumed to earn profits.

Thus the system of “economic accounting” in state
enterprises enables the central autherities to supplement
direct administrative controls with a much more flexible
system of financial incentives and contrels. Surveillance
of an enterprise’s financial flows facilitates supervision
by higher authorities, while the retention of some
profits for disposal by the enterprise, as well as the flexi-
bility afTorded by the sysiem of financial flows, provides
an incentive for efficient management.

The use of these financial methods has increased in
recent years in keeping with the trend towards partial
decentralization of administration, although even dur-
ing the period of strict centralization an important role
was played by financial planning. The tendency to make
greater use of mere aggregative methods of planning
and to reduce the number of detailed production targets
set for enterprises by the central authorities has en-
larged the scope for decision-making within state
enterprises, and thereby increased the importanee of
financial policies. But achieving the most appropriate
blend of the detailed administrative method and the
more general financial method of directing the activity
of the enterprises has raised several problems, the final
solution of which is still a subject of public debate.

While an increase in the role of financial methods
has generally been considered desirable, it has been
doubted whether excessive reliance on lhese methods
alone could be successful in bringing about a desirable
pattern of production in condilions of rapid cconomic
growth and {ull wilization of resources. Secondly, and
quite apart from this, the management of the economy
by predominantly financial and fiscal methods could
not be successful il prices and profits {ailed to reflect
closely the relalionship between supply and demand.
Both these conditions have prevailed in the centrally
planned economies, the latter condition particularly in
the case of producer goods. Furthermore, it has been
pointed out that the potential advantages to be derived
from the substitution of financial controls for adminis-
trative conlrols may be oflset by inadequacy of the
response of enterprises to the autherities’ financial
policies. Thus, while the need to increase the role of
financial planning has generally been recognized, the
extent to which these methods should replace administra-
tive controls has been subject to wide differences of opin-
ion, and the changes in this direction have not been
uniform and are still {ar from complete.

METHODS AND SCOPE OF FINANCIAL PLANNING

The financing of investment, like most other money
flows in the centially planned economies, is almost

2 A change in the prices fixed by the government would, as a
rule, change beth an enterprise’s setual profits and Hs planned
profits, since the latter are usually adjusted 1o the new price-
cost ratios. As profit rates are not identical for all conunodities,
enterprises may be able to raise their profits above the planned
level by altering their product mix without improving their
actual efficiency. The controlling authorities discourage such
practices.
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entirely regulated by a number of co.ordinated plans.
These take the form of revenue and expenditure ac-
counts, and consist of the state budget, the aggregate
financial plan of state enterprises, the credit plan and the
cash plan. They are formulated by the government, are
considered as state directives and are the principal means
of bringing about a pattern of output and income in
conformity with the goals set by the general plan of
economic development. As a group, they reflect the
financial relations between the budget, the state enter-
prises, the collective farms and the private sector, and
are integrated into a single aggregate financial plan.
This plan helps to ensure mutual consistency among the
various plans both in their formulation and in their
implementation.

The state budget

The state budgets in the planned economies differ
considerably from those in the private enterprise econo-
mies, not only because they comprise a far greater share
of the national income, but also because they have a
much more important function in the process of econo-
mic development. State expenditure covers not only most
national expendituze for health, education, insurance
and other services, which in private enterprise econo-
mies may be largely financed out of private disposahle
income, bul also most national investment expenditure,
which is derived mainly from the turnover tax and the
profits of state enterprises. Personal income taxes and
taxes on agricultural producers make only a small con-
tribution to state revenue. Budgetary revenue also in-
cludes receipts from foreign credits, payments by enter-
prises to the social security funds, receipts from the sale
of government bonds, and cuxrent deposits of the savings
banks, which are treated as tempotary loans to the
government,

In consequence, the major part of the economy’s
saving and investment is channelled through the budget,

Sources of finance

1. Net revenne
(@} turnover lax
{4) profits
2. Amortization earmarked for:
(a) investment
(b} capital repair
3. Mobilization of internal resources"
4. Other®

Grants {rom the budget for:

(ay TFixed investmeni

(b3 Change in “normative” working capital®
{c) Social and cultural measures

which, therefore, plays a decisive 1ole in mobilizing
saving and in allocating it to various economic sectors
in accordance with the state economic plan. In this
respect the budgets of the centrally planned economies
fulfil a function similar to that of financial institutions
in private enterprise economies. There is a difference,
however, since the funds mobilized by the budget cease
to belong to the enterprises which accumulated them,
and their transfer to other producing units is made nat
in the form of credits but as budgelary grants. Another
characteristic of budgetary methods in the centrally
planned economies is the close link between the budget
and the financial plans of state enterprises. This link
consists of two parts: the flow of turnover taxes and
part of the profits from the enterprises to the hudget,
and the reverse flow from the budget to the enterprises
of funds for investment in fixed and working capital.
Accordingly, the state budget and the financial plans of
enterprises are directly related and must be prepared in
conjunction with one another,

The aggregate financial plan of state enterprises

The aggregate financial plan of state enterprises is
based on individual plans prepared by each enterprise
as well as by associations of enterprises o1 regional ec-
onomic councils. These plans, based on production and
turnover programmes, are submitted to higher authori-
ties and, after readjustment and co-ordination with the
plans of other enterprises or seclors and their final co-
ordination with the budget and credit plans, are ap-
proved by the higher authorities and become operational
directives,

The financial plans of the enterprises exclude opera-
tional transactions and limit themselves to items which
represent a kind of combined appropriation and capital
account. These plans vary from country to country; a
rough approximation to their general form can be
ilustrated as follows:

Uses of finance
L. Investment in fixed capital

2. Change in “normative” working capital®

3. Capital repairs

4. Repayment of credits for introduetion of
new technigues

5. Expenses for research and development,
training and other outlays for education

6. Payments into special enterprise funds

7. Other®

Payments to the budget from:
(@) Turnover tax
{b) Allocations from profits

" “Normative” working capital represents the estimated minimum operational requirements of the enter-
prises for working capital Seasonal or other requirements in excess of this minimum are usually financed
by short-term credits; in many cases even part of the minimum requirements are fingneed by credits

{ Foatnote cantinued on page 91)
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In addition to the items listed above, the financial
plans of enterprises also contain items covering financial
transactions with supervisory bodies such as industrial
boards and regional economic councils, which redis-
tribute funds between the enterprises under their juris-
diction and in turn prepare their own plans based on the
financial plan of these enterprises,

Investment outlays, the main item of expenditure in
the financial plan of the enterprises, are not directly
influenced by their revenues. They are formulated ac-
cording to the tasks assigned 10 the enterprises; there-
fore, they affect both the amount of retained profits and
amortization funds and the volume of budgetary grants
necessary to finance these expenditures. The transfers
of funds from and to the budget are not, however, de-
termined merely by the relationship hetween the revenue
and the planned expenditure of the enterprises. One
could, of course, conceive of a system providing for the
transfer to the budget of a1l the means of the enterprises
in excess of its planned expenditure and providing for
budgetary grants only in cases in which such means are
insufficient to cover the expenditures. But in practice, the
financial flows between the enterprises and the budget
are much more intricate. The enterprises are compelled
to transfer to the budget on 2 pay-es-you-go basis all the
turnover lax and, in most countries, a statutory per-
centage of their profits, even if the plan provides For
budgetary grants to finanee part or all of their planned
investment. This procedure has been adopted largely
because the pay-as-you-go payments provide the super-
visory authorities with convenient current indicators
showing the degree to which output, sales, cost reduction
and other plans are being fulfilled.

In the short run flows and counterflows also arise
because the timing of an enterprise’s investment pro-
gramme may not coincide with the timing of the accumu-
lation of financial means. In most of the centrally
planned economies such short-term finance is usually
provided in the form of budgetary grants rather than of
short-term credits. Thus, if the investment outlays are
concentrated in the early months of the year, before
the enterprise has been able to accumulate sufficient
depreciation and profits, the revenue side of its financial
plan will include any necessary budgetary grants even
if its transfers to the budget for the year as a whole are
considerably greater than the grants.

In some countries, the volume of these flows and
counterflows was formerly much greater than it is at

present, since, in the earlier period of planning, almost
all profits were transferred to the budgel and almost
all expenditures were financed by budgetary grants. This
was largely because of a shortage of qualified personnel
at the enterprise level and a lack of efficient means of
control over the financial policy of the enterprises,

The credit plan

In the centrally planned economies.all money flows
among enterprises, the stale, and its various institutions
are transacted through the state banks which form a
single integrated system entirely subordinate to the
central authorities. All taxes, allocations of profits and
other payments to the state are paid into the stale budget
accourntts in the central bank. Similarly, all budgetery
grants to enterprises are transferred from the state ac-
counts to the accounts of the individual enterprises. The
enterprises are required to keep all their funds in their
bank deposits, with the exception of small amounts of
cash for current expenditure.

The use of these deposits is controlled by the central
bank in order to prevent the enterprises from using them
in ways not corresponding to the provisions of their
economic and financial plans. Since direct financial
transactions between the enterprises are not permitted,
the analysis of their bank accounts enables the banking
authorities lo estimate the degree of {ulfilment of the
plans before the final production data are available. As
priees, the rate of planned profits and the allocations of
profits to the budget are predetermined and transferred
on a pay-as-you-go basis, the inflows of funds from in-
dividual enterprises into the banking system indicate
changes in their output, cost of malerials and wage bill.
Moreover, lhe analysis of the enterprises accounts, espe-
cially the granting and repayment of short-term credits,
signals changes in inventories on the one hand and
the accumulation of idle financial resources on the other.
Over the co-operative and private sectors, the control of
the central bank is necessarily much more limited. Since
neither the saving nor the investment outlay of these
sectors depends directly on government decisions, the
control of their activity by the central bank can bhe
effective only through credit policy. Current informa-
tion concerning their activity is available, however.
since collective farms are compelled to transfer a pro-
portion of their income to their “indivisible funds”.
These funds essentially represent the capital of the col-
lective farms and may not he reduced by payments to

{Foetnete conmtinaed from page 90)

" This Hem yepresents the amount of planned reduction in construction cost. In the finaneial plan,
investment outlays sre expressed in fixed prices, snd any planned reductions of cost ewing to internal
economies are reflected only on the revenue side of the account, Together with the cconomids aehieved by
reducing requirements for equipment and construction materials, they indicate by how much the revenues
derived from ether sources can be redueed without upsetting the over-nll balance of revenue and expendi-

ture,

" This ftem includes on the revenue side: proceeds from the sale of discarded cquipment, and payments
not related to the current activity of the enterprise, such as parents’ comtributions for the maintenance of
kindergartens On the expenditure side, it ineludes fosses on account of housing and other facilities provided

by the enterprises.
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the members. Moneys paid into the indivisible funds
are earmarked for investment and deposited in the
banks. Changes in these funds are therefore registered
in the accounts of the banking system.

Almost complete control over financial transactions
of the economy, complete integration of the banking
system and its full subordination to the central authori-
ties form the basis of credit planning in the planned
economies. The principal instrument in this planning is
the credit plan. This plan deals mainly with short-term
credits extended by the central bank for the financing
of investment in working capital. Long-term credits for
fixed investment are usually extended by specialized
banks which receive budgetary grants for this purpose.

In its most general form the credit plan is presented
as an account showing the resources and allocations of
funds of the central bank at the beginning and end of 2
given planning period. The allocations side of the ac-
count consists of the outstanding credits granted by the
central bank to various borrowers. The so-called re-
sources side includes the net balances of the deposit
accounts of the budget, the state enterprises and credit
institutions, collective farms, the social insurance fund,
trade unions and other institutions and organizations, as
well as the volume of currency in circulation. Taken
together, these items constitute the total amount of
money in circulation.

At any point in time the central bank’s resources,
which comprise the economy’s money supply, necessar-
ily equal the total of eredit outstanding. Needless to say,
any increase in the “resources” of the central bank is
entirely dependent on & rise in credits and, therefore,
the *resources” side of the account does not provide by
itself any basis for credit policy designed to avoid
jmbalances between the supply of and demand for
consumer goods. In fact, in the initia] stage of planning,
the resources and the credits are planned separately,
Since both the credit requirements of the enterprises and
the increases in all the component iters of the 1esources
side of the account are estimated on the basis of the
economic plans, they should obviously balance, if
properly calculated; any difference between the two
sides of the credit plan would indicate the existence of
discrepancies in the economic or other plans and call for
correction. In planning credit policy in the centrally
planned economies, the basic principle is that the
amount of credit granted during a given period should
be determined by the availability of goods, the acquisi-
tion of which is to be financed by these loans. Since the
supply of goods and services purchased by the indivi-
dual enterprises is planned and the credits extended to
them by the central bank are limited by the amount of
finance needed for these purchases, it is clear that as
long as the plans are being fulfilled, the total of planned
credits cannot exceed the supply of goods and services
for the purchase of which they were granted.

These principles of credit policy apply only to the
determination of the total amount of credit to be ex-
tended during a given period. In dealing with individual
enterprises the central bank is not concerned with the
supplies of goods required by any one of them, At this
level its main concern is to speed up the turnover of
goods, prevent the unwarranted growth of inventories,
and restrict the accumulation of funds by the enterprises
to the level justified by their actual needs as determined
by the plans. The interest charged for credit is intended
to facilitate this purpose by discouraging the enterprises
from increasing their demand for funds unnecessarily,
but this method of control is not considered to be suffi-
cient and credits are granted to enterprises only for
purposes in conformity with their planned requirements.
The planned credits earmarked for financing stocks of
finished goods, goods in process or in transit, and of
stocks of raw materials are, as a rule, made available
only if the bank ascertains that these changes in inven-
tories have actually taken place in conformity with the
plan. If enterprises request additional credits for pur-
chases to increase their output above the planned quotas,
credit is granted only if the bank finds that the proposed
increases are desirable and that there is a sufficient
supply of the required materials and labour.

The cash plan

The achievement of balance in the credit plan does
not imply that extension of the planned credits would
not result in inflationary pressure. In fact, one of the
items on the resources side, the increase in currency in
circulation, may not correspond to the actual need for
cash and may reflect an excess demand for consumer
goods, Since transactions between enterprises are almost
exclusively achieved through bookkeeping entries in the
banking system, any diflerence between changes in the
central bank’s resources and changes in credits granted
eould be due only to the withdrawal of cash (that is,
currency} from the financial system into the hands of
the population. This could happen only if the money
income paid to the population is not entirely returned
to the state sector through purchases of goods, taxes
and other payments or through deposits in savings
banks. As all of these payments give rise to bank
deposits, the difference between the credits granted and
the increase in deposits represenis an increase in cash
circulation, In the preliminary draft of the credit plan,
this item may be obtained as a residual and treated as a
balancing item. To check whether this residual is con-
sistent with the projected flows of money income and
expenditure and whether it would generate inflationary
or deflationary tendencies, this component of the credit
plan has to be checked by means of an account called
the “cash plan”. The cash plan, which in its preliminary
form is established independently of the credit plan, is
essentially an account of cash revenue and expenditure
of the consolidated state sector, including enterprises,
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government and financial institutions. It depicis the
money flows between this seclor on the one hand and the
households and colieclive farms on the other.®

Sources of finance

Receipts from the sale of goods and services
Taxes, fees and the like

Other

Payments into the bank accounts of collective
farms

Payments into savings bank accounts

Changes in cash balances of state banks

Issue of currency

Since the changes in cash circulation derived from the
cash plan are based on estimates, on the one hand, of
consumer purchases and of savings deposited in banks,
and, on the other, of the disposable income of house-
holds, a comparison of this estimale of changes in cur-
reqiey in eirculation with that appearing in the credit
plan provides a test for consisiency between the credit
plan and the income and saving position of the collective
farms and personal sector. In planaing the nel increase
in cash circulation, the banking authorities take into
sccount, aparl from the variations in total income pay-
ments, the changes in the distribution of income between
various groups with different velocities of circulation
depending on the periodicity of wage payments in
different trades and the timing of government purchases
of agriceltural goods.

In addition, and this is one of the principal functions
of the cash plan, the estimate of changes in currency in
circulation enables the authorities to avoid generating
inflationary pressures.

Since consumer prices in stale and co-operative Lrade
are fixed by the government and, therefore, are un-
responsive in the short run lo changes in demand and
supply, an aceumulation of liquid savings by the pop-
ulation may indicate an inability to spend rather than a
wish to save. Such an imbalance can be avoided by an
increase in the supply of consumer goods or by modifica.
tion of the credit plan. The required increase in the
supply of consumer goods might be achicved by an
upward revision of production plans, by increased
imports, and by drawing on stocks of consumer goods.
Modificalions of the credit plan to restrict effective
demand might be achieved through a cut in the credit
granted to the enterprises so that their anticipated
deposits and the currency issue would be reduced. But
the same effect would obtain if, instead of reducing
credits granted to the enterprises and, therefore, their
deposits, the budget surplus were increased sufliciently
to reduce the anticipated rise in the currency issue. This
would be reflected in the aceounts of the financial plan

4 This uccount is to some extent the counterpart of the account
of money income snd outlay of the population; the main differ-
ence is that the latter excludes money flows between the collee-
tive farm sector and the state,

The following table illustrates in general terms the
form taken by the cash plan of the consolidated state
sector:

Uses of finance

Wages

Expenditures on purchases of agricultural
products

Pensions, aid and the like

Loans for private housing construction

Other

Withdrawals from the bank accounts of collec-
tive farms

Withdrawals from savings bank aceounts

only in a rise in stale deposits and in a decline in the
anticipated currency issue, without affecting the credits
received or the deposits of the enterprises. Needless to
say, all of these changes are interrelated; revision of
the planned supply of consumer goods would also be
reflected in the various components of the credit plan,
and changes in the credit and cash plans would affect the
budget and the financial plan of the state enterprises, as
well as the general plan of economic development.

It is interesling to note that both the cash plan and the
credit plan treat the deposits of the population in the
savings banks somewhat differently from increases in
cash circulation. In both plans, changes in cash circu-
lation are balancing items, whereas savings deposits are
treated in the same way as deposits of enterprises,
Similarly, policy pronouncements have repeatedly indi-
cated the desirability of increasing savings deposits, It
is not entirely clear why currency and savings deposits
are trealed in different ways. The distinction may rest
on the assumption that the holding of savings deposits
is motivated by the wish lo accumulate {unds for emer-
gencies, for old age, or for purchases of durables or
semi-durables at a later date, while cash is kept for more
immediate needs. But there is no doubt that in view of
the ingrained habil of keeping savings in cash, the cash
holdings are, apart from current transactional require-
ments, also determined by the same motives as the
savings deposits. The diflerence in the treatment ac.
corded to savings deposits and cash holdings is partly
due 1o the conviction, perhaps based on experience, that
depositors are more reluctant to withdraw their savings
from bank accounts than to reduce their cash holdings.

The aggregate financial plan

The four basic instruments of financial planning, the
budget, the financial plan of the enterprises, and the
credit and cash plans, become state Jaw after approval
by the central authorities. To harmonize these plans,
hoth during lormulation and implementation, an inte-
grated financial plan is prepared covering all aspects of
financial planning. This plan is prepared simuftancously
with the other plans and is used at each stage of their
preparation to test their mutual consistency. This
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enables the planning authorities to detect any imbalan-
ces which were not apparent in the early stages of
preparation of the individual plans. After o series of
adjustments to all the financial and economic plans the
ageregate financial plan takes its final form and serves
as a guide-post for financial policy during the imple-
mentation ol the set of plans. Since some departures
from the original plans are inevitable in practice,
financial planning continues during the implementation

Sources of finance
Turnover tax

Profits

Depieciation
Revenue {rom abrosd

Taxes on agricultural producers snd
co-operatives

Revenue from insurance operations

Personal laxes

Net increase in savings bank deposits

Other revenue of the budget and of enterprises

Net issue of currency

This account, together with its appendices containing
data broken down by industries, sectors, economic
regions and various institutions, provides detailed in-
{ormation on the allocation of the profits and deprecia-
tion funds of the enterprises, of budget revenues from
taxes and of private saving.

Since the aggregate financial plan deals essentially
with the state sector, it does not include the retained
profits of collective farms or investment finance from
these sources. However, estimates of these items are
included in the credit plan and its subsidiary documents
because the retained profits of the collective farms are
deposited in the banks and are included in the resources
side of the credit pian. As these deposits are used ex-
clusively for investment, an analysis of their fluctuations
provides information on the self-financing of investment
by the collective farms. While not included in the aggre-
gate financial plan, this expenditure influences the plan
indirectly through its effect on the profits of state
enterprises.

The methods of financial planning described above
have not been uniformly applied in all of the centrally
planned economies. The efficiency of planning has
varied from country to country and from period to
period. The information needed for formulating the
plans has frequently been inadequate. Accordingly,
imbalances have sometimes arisen and have required
drastic revisions to the plans in the course of their ful-
flment. In some cases the inflationary pressure gener-
ated by these maladjustments could be relieved only

stage. The readjustments continually taking place in
the various plans are incorporated into periodic reports
on the implementation of the aggregate financial plan.
These reports are prepared quarterly and, along with
the aver-all economic targets, serve as a basis for the
financial plans of the following period. ’

The aggregate financial plan is usually presented in
the {ollowing form:

Uses of finance

I. Productive sector
Fixed investment, change in inventories,
and capital repairs of state enterprises
Subsidies for starting new produoctive
processes
Operational expenses of enterprises and
organizations whoily financed by the
budget
Mireralogical prospecting
Iixpenditures abroad
Grants to finance credit for fixed invest-
ment in the coliective farm and personal
sector
Bonuses paid from profits of state enter-
prises
Il Non-productive sector
Social and cultural expenditure of the
budget and state enterprises

by drastic alterations to the planned inventory change
or by an unplanned increase in borrowing from abroad.
In other instances, the inflationary pressure could not
be curbed and was 1eflected either in an excessive ae-
cumulation of cash or in price increases.

Frequently the reason for such maladjustments was
not faulty financial planning but an under-fulfilment or
over-fulfilment of the physical plans in various sectors
which upset the financial plans established on the basis
of the original production targets. In many instances,
carcfully prepared financial plans were thrown out of
balance when the enterprises were able to accumulate
excess funds and raise their expenditure above the
planned quotas or divert the funds at their disposal for
purposes other than those plahned. In the past such prac-
tices could not always be avoided because of insufficient
control by the banks over the finances of enterprises. Fre-
quently, departures from the financial plans have been
tolorated when the supervisory authorities felt that the
fulfilment of production targets took priority over
financial stability.

In the early years of central planning, financial plan-
ning was generally limited to the preparation of the
budget, which during this period was not always bal-
anced. More elaborate and more comprehensive finan-
cial plans were introduced only at a much later period.
Despite their shortcomings, financial plans and policies
have generally proven useful in preventing the develop-
ment of inflationary pressures despite conditions of
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rapid economic growth. Needless lo say, the avoidance
of inflation ecannot be attributed to financial policies
alone. In fact, the retention of direct administrative
controls alongside financial controls has heen motivated
largely by the view that, within the existing institutional
framework, the balenced growth of the economy re-
guires measures of both types. The part played by direct
state controls over wages, income payments lo the
peasants, and prices has been a no less important stabi-
lizing factor than financial planning itself. In most of
the centrally planned economies the general tendency
has been lo reduce the importance of administralive
methods and o rely more extensively on the more [flex-
ible method of influencing the activity of the enterprises
by fiscal and financial policies.

CHANGES IN FINANCIAL POLICY
The finance of state enterprises

In the preceding discussion of financial planning i
was explained that the investment expenditure of the
state enterprises iz determined not by their income or
saving but by the investment plan prepared under the
supervision of higher autharities on the hasis of national
needs. In spite of this, it has long been recognized that in
order to stimulate management incentive a link should
be provided between the profits earned by the enter-
prises and the funds left at their disposal.

In the peried when the main objective of government
policy was the rapid expansion of basic industries, a
process which in most countries necessilated entirely
new lines of production and new plants, governments
tended to mobilize the financial means of existing enter-
prises as fully as possible in order to finance the expan-
sion. The emerging neced for extensive vontrol of the
finances of existing enterprises, coupled with the lack
of qualified and reliable personnel at the enterprise
level, made it expedient to transfer to the budget even
that part of their profits which subsequently was to be
returned to them in the form of budgetary grants. The
scarcity of investment goods needed for expansion of
heavy industry prompted governments fo restriet se-
verely the supply of material resources made available
10 the less essential sectors for technical improvements,
modernization and even capital repairs. In such circum-
stances it was hardly expedient to relate the amount
of finance left at the dispesal of the enterprises to their
prohts.

But even during thal period the enterprises had a
statutory right to retain a certain proportion of profits
for the “director’s fund”, which would be used for
bonuses, improvement of housing, health and cultural
services for the staff and, in most countries, for improve-
ment of production techniques. Payments into the di-
rector’s fund consisted of a certain percentage of the
enterprise’s profits, and therefore provided an incentive

to improve efficiency and increase profits,’ Enterprises
incurring losses were also permitted to make payments
into their director’s funds, the payments being larger if
the losses were smaller than planned. While the benefits
derived {rom the existence of the director’s fund had a
certain incentive elfect, they did not provide mueh scope
for the initiative of management as long as Lhe amount
of funds lelt at the disposal of the enlerprise for [urther
expansion was decided by higher authorities with little
regard to the claims of the management of the enterprises
and their profits. The lack of initiative of the manage-
ment of individual enterprises, caused by over-centrali-
zation, resulted in deterioration of productive facilities
in ceriain sectors and in lost opportunities to increase
output with relatively small additional investment.

In recent years, in harmony with changes in the eco-
nomic and political environment, reappraisal of older
policies has been undertaken in all centrally planned
economies. It is now generally believed that if the old
system could in the past have been justified by the cir-
cumstances, it has lost its validity in the present stage
of cconomic development and hecome an obsiacle to
further rapid growth. Apart fiom improvement in
methods of control through the banking system and in
the quality of administrative personnel, the decisive
factor influencing the change in financial pelicies was
the fact that, al the present level of economic develop-
ment, the need for an almost exclusive coneentration on
the growth of certain basic industries, often al the cost
of neglecting other sectors, gave way to the possibility
of a more integrated growth of all sectors of the econ-
omy. After several years of extremely high rales of
growth in industries producing investment goods and a
considerable increase in their share of total output,
production of investment goods has reached a level
sufliciently high te support not only further expansion
in that industry but also high rates of growth in other
sectors. Moreover, during recent years grealer emphasis
has been placed on increasing the capacity of existing
plants through madernization, replacement and capital
repair, than on creation of new enterprises. This shift
in policy has made it appropriate to reduce the propor-
tion of the financial means which previously had to be
transferred through the budgel from some enterprises to
others. Accordingly, it has becom - ossible, not anly to
increase the share of these means left al the disposal
of individual enterprises, but even lo guarantee to
enlerprises the retention of a certain proportion of funds
which they cannot normally be deprived of by the higher
authorities,

The importance attached to methods of allocating
funds for investment is partly based on the conviclion
that it is not a maltter of indiflerence whether the enter-
prises do or do not retain certain rights 1o the disposal
of their profits, Although investment targels may be

1 The percentage deduction from profits in excess of the

planned quotas was considerably higher than the percentage
applied 1o planned profits.
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achieved by either method, the efficiency of individual
enterprises—and therefore the aggregate cost of output
and investment—may be considerably influenced by the
methods applied; a link hetween its profils and the
volume of funds left at the disposal of an enterprise
creates an incentive for greater efficiency of manage-
ment.

Financial policies have been modified in accordance
with these views. In some countries the new policies
have been reflected only in a different attitude towards
the role played by enterprise management in the formu-
lation of the financial plan, but in others they have,
in addition, been formalized in new regulations granting
additional righis o the enterprises,

In the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and most
of the other countries, stalutary changes have increased
the number of enterprises entitled lo director's funds
{now re-named “enterprise funds™)® and have also in-
creased the percenlage of profits to be retained. In
addition, however, there have been important adminis.
trative changes. In practice, the supervisory organs now
pay grealer attention to the requirements of individual
enterprises and tend to leave at their disposal, for in-
vestment purposes, a grcater proportion of their profits
than formerly. This “decentralization” has taken the
form of considerable increases in the influence of the
management of individual enterprises in the preparation
of investment and financial plans rather than the form
of greater autonemy in making independent investment
decisions. .

Poland and Czechoslovakia have moved further in
the modification of financial policies than have the other
countries of the group. In both these countries the lend-
ency towards greater autonomy of the enterprises has
taken the form of statutory provisions that normally
assure the enterprises of the retention of a certain part
of their profits, which cannot be reduced by ad hoc
decisions of the higher authorities. In Poland, state
enterprises were given the right 1o creale development
funds {apart from their enterprise {unds) financed from
their profits, the percentage being determined by their
supervisery authorities. In addition, pait of the profits
is paid to the association’s reserve fund for redistribu-
tion among the enlerprises under its supervision Profits
in excess of these payments are transferred to the budget.
A part of the development fund is used for financing
inereases in normative working capital and the re-
mainder, together with the part of the deprcciation
fund left at the disposal of the enterprise, is uded to
finance capital repairs and new fixed investment. New
investment financed out of this fund is, as in other
countries, confined to technical amprovements rational-
izalion, replacement and limited expansion; it'does not
mc]ude, as a rule, construction of new planls, which
is fnanced from budgetary gronts. Moreover, if the

% In most countries, the enterprise funds de not differ essen-
tially from the former director's funds. .

retained profits and the depreciation fund, calenlated
on the basis of existing regulations, exceed the financial
requirements of the investment plan approved by the
higher authorities, then the enterprise associations may
temporarily freeze these sums On the other hand, if
retained profits and depreciation [all short of the au-
thorized expenditure, the difference may be financed by
short-term credit, or in some cases by budgetary grants.

It should be noted that the statutory right in Poland
lo retain a certain proportion of profits for expenditure
of the enlerprises is not absolute. It may he restrained
by the higher autherities if it is found that such ex-
pendilure would compete with claims of other sectors
of the economy. It has been stated, however, that while
some restrictions may occasionally be imposed on ac-
count of the current situation, they should generally be
avoided and gradoally eliminated® It should also be
noted that payments to the development fund from
profits exceeding the planned quotas are made scrord-
ing to a diminishing scale. This was done in order to
avoid an excessive rise in the expenditure of enterprises
over and above the planned quotas in case the rise in
profits should exceed planned levels,

In Czechoslovakia, the change in the policies concern-
ing the retention of profits was even greater than in
Poland. Before 1959 enterprises were allowed 1o retain
a certain share of planned profits and a larger share of
any additional profits. The use of funds retained from
planned profits was restricted to the financial plans of
the enterprises, but the use of the additional Funds was
relatively free. One effect of this system was a tendency
of the enlerprises to understale their planned profits
so as to derive greater benefit {rom any over-fulfilment
of the plan. Under the new system, the amount of
retained profits is velated to the increase in lotal profils
over the preceding year and is determined by the super-
visory agency on lhe basis of the perlormance of the
enterprise and its need for techaical improvement. The
most significant innovation is the {act that the percent-
age of retained profils is fixed for a long peried-—not
less than five years—and that the retained profils and
amorttization funds, if not used during 2 given year,
may be spent during the following yeais of the five-year
plan. This enables the enterprises to plan their outlays
in the most efficient way without [ear that postponement
of expenditure will result in larger transfers of profits
to the budget.

The establishment of closer links between the profits
carned by the enterprises and their expenditure on in-
vestment need not result in a disraption of the general
financial plan. It means enly that a larger proportion of
the enterprises’ finaneial requirements is taken as a
datum by the higher authorities and cannot be deliber-

% b the past, the practice of freezing or confiscating the funds
not spent during a given year induced management to spead the
sums on capital repairs or investment before the end of the year,
even when it might otherwise have been more prefiteble to post-
pone the expenditure
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ately changed in the course of preparing the plan. Sinee
these resources can generally be used only Jor technical
improvement, rationalization, replacement and rela-
tively limited enlargement of the enterprises, and since
building of new plants is in any case financed by the
budget, the planning authorities can, if need arises, keep
the enterprises’ total outlays under control by increasing
or reducing the budgetary grants. Thus, as long as the
accumulated profits and depreciation funds are used in
accordance with the annual financial plans, no problem
of tmbalance need result from the inereased autonomy
of the enterprises. Revenues in excess of those planned
for will not result in excess demand even if the enter-
prises are free to use them withoul prior approvai of
the higher authorities, provided that there are sufficient
stocks of the required goods. In most cases, however, any
upward revision of planned expenditure by the enter-
prises has to be approved by the higher authorities,
which normally give their approval enly if supplies are
sufficient to meet the additional demand. Although, in
general, over-plan demand has been rather limited, the
relaxation of controls over the inances of the enlerprises
in Czechoslovakin and Poland resulted in a considerable
increase in unplanned revenues and investment outlays
in 1959. This imposed significant strains on the econo-
mies of these countries. In Czechoslovakia, the rising
demand was met by an increase in supply, but in Poland
the pressure resulted in a substamial increase in the cost
of construetion and premptled the impaosition of restrie-
tive measures on [urther investment expenditure.

Credit policy

Al the inception of central planning, the financing of
fixed investment by bank eredit played a significant 1ole
in most of the centrally planned economies. In the Soviet
Union in the early nineteen thirties, and in several other
countries belween 1945 and 1950, relatively substantial
parts of fixed invesiment were linanced by credit. In the
Soviet Union, eredit financing of state fixed investment
was temporarily reintroduced during the Second World
War and again abandoned at its end. In Eastern Ger-
many, Hungary and Romania in 19485, in Buigaria in
1951 and in Czechoslovakia in 1952, the financing of
fixed investment by credit was eliminated and replaced
by budgetary grants. In mainland China, however, the
role of credit in the knancing of fixed investment in the
state sector was. and has remained, insignificant. The
climination of credit financing for fixed investment was
then largely influenced by & tiend towards centraliza-
tion. restriction of the rights of individual enterprises
and the reduction of funds left at their disposal.

More recently, the reversal of this trend has resulted
in a reappraisal of the role of credit in the planned
cconomies. Various proposals have been advanced,
among which the most far-reaching would have replaced
the budgetary grants for fixed investmenl with interest-
hearing eredits. According to these views, the ebligation

le repay the credils and lo pay interest on invesied funds
would induce the management of enterprises to econo-
mize on capital outlays, avoid the accumulation of idle
equipment, and base their investment proposals on a
more earelul caleulation of the relative costs of various
eombinalions of capital and labour.?

These suggestions did not imply, in most cases, any
replacement of present methods of managing individual
enterprises by a system in which the activity of the enler-
prises would be influenced solely by the credil and fiscal
policy of the governmenl. But even so they were not
generally accepted, the prevailing opinion being that as
long as centralized control over the plans of individual
enterprises and centralized allocation of finance are re-
quired, budgetary financing is more effective than bank
financing provided that certain defects in the present
system are eliminaled. Enterprises could be induced to
ceonomize invesiment by various means, including, if
necessary, charges on capital which ceuld be imposed
by the state without 1esorting to bank credit® It is, hiow-
ever, genciafly believed that while budgetary grants
should continue to play the major role in external fi-
nancing, they should be complemented by an enlarge-
ment of the scope of eredit Anancing in order to make
the system of investinent finance more flexible.

Additional flexibility is desired largely in order to
provide the enterprises with funds for inaneing invest-
ment expendilures nol forescen in the original plan.
Credit requirements for these unforeseen expendilures
arg in most countries estimated only in the hroadest
terms, by the planning authorities, and the quantity of
finance actually required for this purpose may exceed the
originally estimated quotas, provided. however, that the
financial means at the disposal of the banks are increased
correspondingly. Bt has been argued that since the ex-
pansion of eredits for fixed fnvestment will 1esult in an
increase in demand for investmenl goods, the credits
should not simply be estimated but should be carefully
planned in conjunction with the planning ol additional
supplies ol investment goods, in accordance with the
general principles of the planning ol fixed investment.
In practice, however, such a methed of planning could
nol be applied hecause the extension of credits is usually
determined by the mehilization of additional materials
resources, the amount of which is not known to the
relevant authorities at the time of the preparation of
the plan.

Although eredit financing of fixed investment has
been more extensively used in recent years, its scope has
remained relatively Hmited in most ol the centrally
# The probless of the determination of the interest 1ate or of
diffcrential interest rates was to be solved In a way similar to
that used in the caleudation of the coclbicients of efliciency
applicd by the planaing authorities 1o the choice between various
investment projects. For more details, see United Nations, World
Feonomic Survey, 1050 {Sales No o 60111

ST was also suggested that the planning amd preject boerds
which scleet projeets for investment are able to estimate the

relative ¢fficiency of allernative projects more effeetively than
the managers of individual eeterprises,
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planned economies. In the Soviet Union, no credits are
granted for the construction of new enterprises or for
their equipment; state enterprises can receive credils
only for investment to introduce new techniques, small-
scale mechanizalion and rationalization. The granting
of these credits is dependent upon the ability of the
enterprise to repay them within three years or less® out
of the additional revenue resulting from the improve-
ments, provided that the improvements were not origin-
ally included in the plan.* In addition, in order to
stimulate the output of consumer goods the enterprises
may receive credits for expanding their production as
well as for improving its quality. Credits may aiso be
granted for improving such services to the workers as
housing. The two latter types of credit are repayable
within one year.

In cach case the credits are granted for a fixed period
and for strictly specified purposes and their utilization
is controlled by the bank. They are interest-bearing and
the rate of interest is sharply increased if they are not
repaid on time. During 1957 and 1958 the total of
credits granted for the introduction of technical im-
provements amounted to approximately 7.5 billion
roubles, or about 2 per cent of total fixed invesiment,

In most of the other countries, where credit financing
had been almost entirely eliminated by 1954, this type
of financing was revived during that year, mainly in
order to increase the production of consumer goods
beyond the levels originally planned. During the subse-
quent period, credit financing was further extended for
puiposes similar to those in the Soviet Union, that is for
technical improvements, rationalization and small-scale
mechanization. In Eastern Germany and Hungary, credit
was also used to finance investment tending to reduce
import requirements or expand exports. The principles
applied to the granting of credit in these two countries
were similar to those in the Soviet Union, while the share
of credits in total financing was somewhat greater than
in that country. Only in Poland and Czechoslovakia has
the tole of credil in financing fixed investment increased
moze significantly.

In Czechoslovakia where, until 1952, credit financing
played a much greater part than in the other centrally
planned cconomies, this form of financing was almost
completely eliminated duting the following period. In
1955, as in the other countries, bank credits were ex-
tended to light industry and to the food industiy to
finance fixed investment designed to raise output above
the planned quotas. During the foilowing years, credit
was also made available for mechanization and 1ational-

" For most industries the credits are granted for a period not
excecding two years, The three-year limit is applied to the
foltowing industries: coal, metallurgy, chemiesl, petroleum and
engineering.

W Enterprises under loval supervision may receive credits for
the constzuction of new plants producing consumer goods Where
investment work is performed by the employees of a given
enterprise, the expenditure on wages Ananced by credit eannot
exceed 40 per cent of the eredit granted

ization in all branches of industry. In consequence, be-
tween 1950 and 1958, the valume of investment eredit
outstanding rose considerably, The reform of the man.
agement of state industry introduced in 1958 resulted in
a further extension of the role of credit financing. The
new system provided for long-term investment credit to
accelerate the expansion of state enterprises during the
current five-year plan of economic development, Credits
are granted for a period of from lwo to six years and
are tepaid from the additional profits resulting from
the expansion which the credits make possible,

In Poland, investment {or technical improvement and
modernization of exisling cnterprises as well as for
capital repair may, according to the new regulations, be
financed in part by bank credits. The credits are granted
for investment not included in the annual plan and may
he used lor purchases of machinery and equipment.
They are repayable withir three years of the termination
of the projects financed hy these credits.

Although the 1ole played by credit financing has been
greater in Poland and Czechoslovakia than in the other
centizlly planned economies, its share in the total fixed
investment of the state sector has remained very small.
On the other hand, the fixed investment of private and
collective farms, and private housing in urban areas, is
financed to a much greater extent by credits. These
eredits are extended by specialized banks which receive
budgetary grants for this purpose.

Unlike its part in financing fixed investment, the role
of credit in financing working capital is of considerable
imporlance in all of the centrally planned economies !
Such credits are extended periodically to state enter-
prises for shoit periods of time and for definite purposes.
Fach enterprise is endowed by the state with normative
working capital to cover its minimum operating require-
ments. Inereases in normative working capital are gen-
erally achieved through deductions from retained profits
of the enterprise and, if necessary, by budgetary grants.
In some cases, however, a smaller or greater part of
normalive working capital is financed by credit. The
need [or additional funds arising from seasonal fluctua-
tions in inventories and from changes in invenlorics
esused by uneven distribution over time ol purchases of
raw materials or of shipments of goods produced by the
enlerprises, is covered by bank credit Similarly, bank
eredit is available {for financing goods in transit, Since
in al! planned economies commercial credit is forbidden
in relations between enterprises, the value of goods
shipped but not yet paid for also gives rise 1o credit
{inancing,

The poliey of keeping the working capital of enter-
prises at & minimum level and making extensive use of
credits is largely based on the view that this method
provides additional means of control over enterpiises’
U the Soviet Union, for example, ahout hall the working
capitai of the stale sector is financed by bunk credits; this
includes the working capitel of purchasing sgencies and trade
organizations, most of which is financed by oredit.
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use of their funds and is an inducement to greater cffi-
cicney. Since Lhe enlerprises pay interest on the foans
and since the rate of interest increases il their repay-
menl is overdue, credit financing of working capital
should create an inducement to maintain stocks at a
minimum level. In addition, the banking system has the
right to refuse credilts when stocks are considered exces-
sive, provided that their accumulation has net been due
to exlernal circumstances. While most such eredits mie

planned, the hanks also finance the inereased demand
for working capital necessary for any overJulfilment
of the plans. In recent Limes such eredits have been re-
fused in several countries in order to prevent the over
fulfilment of production plans in cases when such
increases were not called for by the demand {or specific
goods or when they would have created the risk ol
raising the wage bill above the level corresponding to
the available supply of consumer gands.

Changes in saving and financing, 1950 to 1959

In analysing the pattern of saving and investment
during the period 1950-1959, a number of conceptual
and statistical problems have to be faced. The conceptual
problems arize {rom the fact thal the definitions of var-
tous sectors of the economy that are used in other coun-
tries are unsuitable in the centrally planned economies.
The essentinl differences between state enterprises, col-
leetive farms and private producers make it inappro-
priate to combine these into a single enterprise sector
State enterprises differ from the others in that they
transfer a considerable proportion of their 1evenue lo
the state budgel and receive budgetary grants; theh
profits, saving and investment are planned and subject
to direct control by the state. Colleetive farms differ
from private producers in that they are compelied by
statute to alliocate a certain proportion of their income
to an “indivisible fund” which is somewhat analogous
to the familiar concept of undistribuled profits. There-
fore, slate enterprises, collective farms and private pro-
ducers are trealed separately in this chapter. The latler
are included in the private seetor along with households,
mainly for statistical reasons.' The slale enterprise
sector is delined Lo comprise all state and industiial co-
operative enterprises established on the basis of “eco-
nomic accounling”. whether producing goods or
services. ™

Separate treatmenl of the slate budget and the state
enlerprise seclor may be questioned as being purely
formal, since the decisions about saving and investment
in these seciors are not only closely interrelated bul are
subject to a single plan, While this is tue [rom the poimt
of view ol the economy as a whole, the differentiation
between these sectors is important fiom the point of
view of investment finance and therelore is maintained
in this chapter. This distinction. however, is made only

Ui many instances it was ol poseible 10 separate the saving
and investment of households from hose of |1|i\'uh [s;‘mi%il‘c'ls
Conceptually, the income of privide produeers, as distiset {rem
that of state enterprises or colleative farms. can be assimilaled
1o the income of houscholds

BE However, while data on gzoss income and saving vover adl
the enterprises mentioned above, those on value added exelusd
enterprises providing services o consumers which, according
to the definition presatling in the centrally planned ceonomics
do net produce income This difference in coverage i= not ey
significant because only a relatively smalt proportien of such
enterprises is established on the basis of “ceonomic accounting™.

with respect to revenue and saving. The lack of dala
does nol allow separation of investment in the state
enterprise sector {rom general government investment,
inclusive of reserve funds and stockpiling. Saving of
these two sectors is nol compared, therefore, with their

respective investment.

Budgetary saving is deflined as expendilure on fixed
investment plus budgetary surpluses. Lack of informa-
tion prevents the inclusion of budgetary grants for ex-
penditure on working capital and other types of saving.
Simifarly, it has sot heen possihle Lo take into aceoun
the influence on budgelary saving of sebsidies paid to
industiies producing investment goods. The inclusion of
these subsidies would probably result in a significantly
greater value of investment and saving as defined in
this chapter.

Saving of the state enlerprise seclor is defined as
resources retained by the enterprises operating on “eco-
nomic accounting” after deduecting [rom their gross in-
come ai] paymenis 1o the budget.” Gross income of the
seelot s defined as including the following ilems orig-
inating in this secler: total profits. the lurnover lax,
and the parl of the amortization allowances not em-
mirked for capital repairs.t?

The saving of collective farms is compaosed of maney
paymenls Into their “indivisibie Tunds” and of con-
tributions to these funds in the form of labour of col-
leetive farmers spent on capital constiuction, The
definition of private seetor saving follows general usage.
Lack of other informalion makes it necessary, however,
to estimate private saving from data on investment from
awn resoltees. increases in savings bank deposits and
-ash heldings, Privale equily saving includes the value
of own labour eonteibuted by the wrban pepulation tie
the vonstruction of their own homes. for example) but

Pin the case of entespriscs runsing ¢ deficit, this includes
also sime hudgetiny grants for various funds of the enterprises
Such contribations to the "saving” ol iy enterprises were signi-
ficant unly in Poland

Pl the eongraily planned ceomomics gmortization is divided
e lwo parts, one carmarked {or capital 1epairs and the other
for invesbment, Since doata oz fised investment do not include
the sums spent on capiial repairs, this item was alse exeluded
from the gross inceme of the enterprise sector as defined in this
chapler
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does not include the value of own labour in the con-
struction of dwellings in rural areas because the latler
data are unavailable.

The paucity of data and a lack of comparability
between different series prevenl presentation of the
information in an integiated form. The relative im-
portance of the saving of each sector could not be
measured in relation to total saving but had to be ascer-
tained by its 1atio to total fixed investment. Moreover,
data on the slate enterprise sector are not sufficient for
an analysis of changes over time. Thus, the discussion
of this sector, which plays a predominant role in the
national product of the centrally planned economies,
had to be confined 10 a single year—1958—the only one
for which a relatively consistent set of data could be
derived.

The lack of adequate data on international capital
flows makes it impossible to ascertain the part played
by external financing in budgetary expenditure on in-
vestment, Long-term credils granted or received ate as
a tule included in the budgetary accounts, bat in most
cases they cannot be separated for lack of information.
An attempt has been made, however, to assess the mag-
nitude of foreign loans by relating them to total fixed
investment. '

In consequence, the statistical information presented
below and derived from fragmentary and not always
precisely defined data should be viewed with caution. It
is believed, however, that notwithstanding these quali-
fications the following review approximates reasonably
well the actual relationships between income, saving and
investment in the centrally planned economies during
the nineteen fifties.

BUDGETARY SAVING

Among the types of saving defined above, by far the
most important in all of the centrally planned economies
is budgetary saving. Strictly defined, budgetary saving
should include grants to enterprises for financing fixed
investment and increases in working capital, grants to
the banking system, financing of state reserves and stock-
piles, foreign loans and aid and budgetary surpluses,
The paucity of data, however, makes it necessary to
restrict the concept of budgetary saving used in the
following discussion to its two main components: grants
for financing fixed investment and budgetary surplus
These two items have probahly accounted for over 80
per cent of total budgelary saving in most cases,™®

For similar ressons it is necessary to restrict the con-
cept of total national saving to national expendilure on
fixed investment, which accounts, on the average, {or
ohout 80 per cent of total saving, the remaining 20 per

1t Bata on budgetary surplus were used as reported in official
statistics, including foreiga borrowing and subseription louns 10
the state by the population. Whenever possible, however, an

uthjustment was made 10 exclade state borrowing frons spvings
hanks

cent consisting of investment in working capital, govern-
men! reserves, stockpiling, and the like. In terms of
these restricted definitions the ratio of budgetary saving
to lotal saving varied fiom 67 to 74 per cent during
the nineteen fifties as a whole, as is shown in table 3-1.7

Differences between countries in the ratio of budg-
etary saving to iotal saving thus seem te have been
relatively small over the period as a whole. They were
larger within the various sub-perieds, partly reflecting
different timing in the adoplion of new practices in
financing investment.

In most countries there was a downward trend in the
ratio of budgelary lo total saving. In mainland China,
however, the ratio rose from about 64 per cent in 1950-
1953 to 75 per cent in 1954.1957, and while it declined
somewhal during the subsequent period, it has never-
theless remained considerably higher than in 1950.1953.

In most centrally planned cconomies the period be-
tween 1950 and 1953, when the share of budgetary
saving was highest, was characterized by a considerable
increase in the rate of investment, and an upwatd move-
ment in the prices of consumer goods and the rate of
turnover taxation.’® These developments were obviously
interrelated. The increase in the rate of investment
partly conditioned the rise in prices, while the latter,
in turn, tended to expand the role of the government
budget in transferring profits' away from industries
producing consumer goods in order to finance invest
ment in the less profitable producer goods sector. Per-
haps even more important at this time was the prevailing
tendency towards overcentralization of control, imply-
ing great reliance on the controlling function of the state
hudget. It should be noted, however, that in most coun-
tries during that period, the bulk of investmen! con-
sisted of new construction, the extension of existing
facilities being relatively unimportant. Budgetary
financing was particularly suited to investment of the
former Lype.

After 1953 many of the factors which had enhanced
ihe role of the budget in the financing of invesiment
ceased to operate. The most important development
tending 10 reduce this role occurred, however, only in
the most recent-period, with the introduction of measures
tending to increase the quantity of funds left at the dis-
posal of enterprises for financing their needs. The some-
what difterent trend in mainland China was attributable
to the fact that the share of the state sector in the
national economy continued to incresse during most of
the period, and the intense investment drive associated

1% The true propertion was probably not very different from
that indicated in the text, since both the numerator and the
denominator of the ratio were probably underestimated in the
stme order of magnitude

B Except in the Soviet Uniop, See United Nations, World
FEeonomic Survey, 1957 (Sales No.: BBILCIY, puges 112 ff, and
United Nations, Forld Economic Survey, 1959,

i Ineluding tarnover taxes. For a dizscussion of the distinction
hetween profits and 1urnover taxes on consumer gaods, see
World Economic Survey, 1957, page 113
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Table 3-1. Budgetary Saving in Relation to Total Fixed Investment, 1950-1959"

{Percentage)
Counlry and ilem 1950-1959 1850-1953 1954-1857 19581959
Bulgaria
Granis for fixed investment, and surplus 66.6 98.0 57.9 46.7
Grants for fixed investment 52.0 64.9 51.5 40.3
Ching (mainland)
Grants for fised investment, and surplus 2.5 63.5 75.3 73.1
Granis for fixed investment 68.3 558 71.8 69.6
zechoslovakia
Grants for fixed investment, and surplus 67.8b 87.4- 7544 50.3e
Grants for fixed investment 65.0» 83 6 70.94 49.5¢
Fastern Gerntany
Crants for fixed investment, and surplus 70.0 08.5 60.0 64.7
Grants {or fixed investment 60.4 771 56.0 55.6
Hungary
Grants for fixed investment, and surplus 74.4v 77.9¢ 77.9¢x 58.8u
Grants for fixed investment 66.1v 74.21 66.5= 52,4k
Poland
Grants for fixed investment, and surplus 74.2 114.5 726 55.5
Grants for fixed investment 65.1 81.5 68.9 52.1
Romunia
Grants for fixed investment, and surplus 75,74 7160
Grants for fixed investment 64 51 56.8e
USSR
Grants for fixed investment, and surplus 68.8 77.9 66.3 63.4
Grants for fixed investment 616 65.4 63.0 56.1

Source: Division of Genersl Economic Research
and Policies of the United Nations Secretariat,
based on data published in official sources

" The data presented in this table and the follow-
ing tables in this chapler are estimates derived in
many cases {rom fragmentary or inadequately de-
fined statistical series. They should, therefore, he
considered only as broad approximations indicating
the general order of magnitude and direction of
change, "Total fixed investment” in this table and
the folowing tables in this chapter designates the

with the construction of new enterprises and the setting
up of new industrial eentres continued well into the
tate nineteen fifties.

During the nineteen fiftics, budgetary saving in most
countries averaged helween 22 and 27 per cent of bud-
getary revenue, as can be inferred {rom table 3-2. The
proportion was constderably higher in mainland China
—uabout 40 per cent—and lower in Eastern Germany—
about 1 per cent In interpreting these variations ac-
count needs to he taken of the fact that the ratio of
budgetary revenue to national income, shown in table
3-2, also varied [tom country to country. For the period
as a whole this ratio averaged 66 per cent in Fastern
Germany, around 60 per cent in Buigaria, Czecho-
slovakia and the Soviet Union, between 52 and 55 per
cent in Hungary and Poland and 32 per eent in main-
land China.

The relatively low ratie of budgetary receipts to
national income in mainland China was largely due to

total national expenditure on fixed investment

» Average of date covering the years indicated in
the Inotnotes te other columns

<1953,

41956

» 1959

£1950, 15953

% 1954-1956

b 1958,

11955,

the predominantly agrarian character of the country,
which affected both the revenue and the expenditure
sides of the budget. The expenditure side was influenced
by the fact that national expenditure on services and its
share of budget expenditure was much smaller in main-
land China than in more urbanized countries, whereas
budgetary receipts were relatively lower than in other
countries hecause of the largely non-monetary character
of agricullural income and the fact that agricultural
taxes were mostly paid in kind.** Bat while budgetary
appropristions of mainland China accounted for a
smaller proportion of national income than in other
countiies, the proportion saved was higher, and in con-

* in addition, in mainland China, the budget both on the
receipts and expenditure sides operated on 2 more “net” basis
than in the other countries. Thus, differential payments {see
natnote 24), representing the diffcrenee between domestic and
forelgn prices, were much smalier in mainland China than in
aother countries The same was true of subsidies paid 1o domestic
producers, which were relatively insignificant in mainland China
during most of the period although they have beceme more
important in recent years.
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Table 3-2. Budgetary Revenue and Budgetary Saving in Relation to National Income,

1950-1959
(Percentage)
Coundry und item 1250-15859 1850-1057 1954-1957 1858-1958
Bulgaria
Budgetary receipts 62.2 632 619 61.9
Grants for fixed investment, and surp]us 13.6 20.0 12.4 10.9
China (mainland)
Budgetary receipts al 6 271 32.6 338
Grants for fixed investment, and surpius 128 6.9 129 173
Crechoslovakia
Budpetary receipts 6] 6= 64.80 64.4¢ 5644
Grants for fixed investment, and surplus 13.4» 147w 14 5= 11.3¢
Lastern Germany
Budgetary receipls 65.7 69.8 653 62.5
Grants for fixed investment, and surpius 8.0 105 74 100
Hungary
Budgetary receipts 527 42.1
Granis for fixed investment, and su;pius 116+ 8.3
Poland
Budgetary receipts 53.3e 50.5¢ 53.3 53.0
Grants for fixed investment, and surpius 14.3- 17.0v 14.1 137
USSR
Budgetary receipts. 58.2 629 57.5 54.0
Grants for fixed investment, and surp§ 14.8 155 14.0 15.4
SaAurce Sceru(alb]e 3.1 © 1956.
* Average of data covering the years indieated in .
the footnotes to other co!uﬁms Y 11959
¥ 1953 £ 1054.1956.

sequence budgetary saving averaged zbout 13 per cent
of national income, or only a little less than in most
of the other countries,

In Eastern Germany, the proportion of national in-
come appropriated by the budget was higher than in
other countries, but this difference was not sufficient o
offset the effect of lower ratios of budgetary saving to
budgetary receipts. In consequence, budgetary saving
amounted on the average to 9 per cent of national in-
come, that is, to less than that in any other centrally
planned economy.

In most of the centrally planned economies the pro-
portion of budgetary revenue saved during more recent
years was considerably lower than in 1950-1953, the
opposite being true only for mainland China and the
Soviet Union. On the other hand, the proportion of the
national income appropriated by the budget declined
between these two periods in several countries, although
it rose in mainland China and Poland. The final result
of these changes, varying in direction and intensity, was
that budgetary saving in relation to national income
declined during recent years in all countries except
mainland China *

One of the most important competing uses of bud-
getary revenue was current expenditure on the national

21 In the Soviet Unian, this ratio in 1958-1959 was at the same
level as in 1950-1953, but higher than in 1954-1957

economy.™ Since in most cases the available statistics
do not show current expenditure separately, it had to
be estimated for table 3-3 and the following discussion,
as the difference between total expenditure on the na-
tional economy and budgetary grants for fixed invest-
ment. It therefore includes, apart f1om current outlays,
expenditure on working capital, government reserves
and stockpiling. In spite of this, table 3-3 satisfactorily
indicates the relative imporlance of current expenditure
on the national economy because it is doubtful whether
the included capital items exceeded, on the average,
5 per cent of total budgetary revenue.

In most countries current budgetary expenditure® on
the national economy amounted on the average to be-

22 The budgetary statistics of 1he centrafly planned economies
are not classified inte separate current and cepital acceunts
Totel expenditure on the national economy, comprising both
current and capital outlays, was the largest item in all countries,
and in most of them secounted for more than one-half of total
expenditure, Current expenditure on the national economy in-
cludes subsidies, expenditures on geological prospecting, research
und development, training of manpower, adoption of new tech-
nology, outlays of enterprises whose current expenditure is
financed by the budget, and the like. To the extent that some
of these expenditures tend 10 lower the price of investment
goods, the problem arises whether they sheuld not be considered
as saving. In this study, however, investment is valued at market
prices rather than ot actual cost and no attempt is made to
evalaate the latter.

3 {neluding investment expenditures other than for fixed
capital
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Table 3-3. Distribution of Budgetary Expenditures, 1950-1959
{Pereentape of total)

Caountry wnd flem 184456-1958 1950-1953 LG55 1057 IR5E-1458
Bulgaria

National economy e 516 146.9 524 539
Fixed investment. . . . . . . 181 21.0 179 i51
Other .. ‘ 33.5 259 34.5 40.8

Health, education and welfare . L o212 18.6 23.0 217

Defence . 89 10.2 9.5 7.0

Administration . S 39 4.5 3.9 3.0

Other, including budgetary surplus 14.4 198 11.2 12.3

China (mainland)

National economy . 5Ll 36.6 50.3 60.9
Fixed investment o 385 22.3 378 48.2
Other o 12.6 14.3 125 12.7

Health, education and welfare 126 132 14.0 10.6

Delence . o 197 305 212 112

Administration . ‘ 8.0 117 8.2 54

Other, including budgetary surplus 8.7 8.0 63 11.9

Czechoslovalia

National economy 53 0 o8 A4 53.4 A7.7
Fixed investment 228 19.6
Other | . o 306 28.1

Health, education and wellare 3290 271 321 39.4

Defence Q.40 a.0n 102 9.3

Administration . 4.0n 4 8v 3.9 313

Other, including budgetary surplus 0.7 17 03 0.3

Eastern Germany

National economy . 394 373 41.0
Fixed investment 1i6 i10 10.7 13.7
Other 278 263 30.3

Health, education and wellare 352 316 35.7 391

Defences 78 108 4.6 2.1

Administration 7.9 97 76 61

O1her, meluding hudgetary surplus 97 10.4 111

Hungary '

National ecconomy 54.2 530 547 1.6
fixed investment 220 28.6 18.4 i89
Other 322 24.4 363 35.7

Health, education and welfare 239 19.0 229 30.8

Defence 103 13.6 114 4.5

Administration 9.2 10.0 9.0 8.6

Other, ineluding budgetary surplus 24 4.4 2.0 1.4

Poland

National cconomy 538 44.6 57.0 25.1
Fixed investment 25.6 29.0 252 24.0
Other 28.2 15.6 318 311

Health, education and wellare 25.6 231 24.6 287

Defence 8.2 8.7 87 7.2

Administration 7.9 99 79 6.5

Other, including budgetary sueplus 4.5 137 18 25

Romania

Natinnal cconmny 562 521 54,4 572
Fixed investment . 205 21.2
Other . . . 379 36.0

Health, education and welfme 181 14.4 181 23.8

Delence 10.5 i5.3 9.1 7.2

Administration . 3.6 1.6 33 3.1

Othes, including budgetary surplus 113 i35 111 83

USSR

National economy 106 365 41.8 441
Fixed investment 228 207 23.0 252
Other 17.8 i58 18,8 18.9

Health, education and wellare 284 25.6 285 320

Defence 175 0.6 174 134

Administration 2.3 3.0 22 17

Other, including budgetary surplus 112 14.3 100 8.8

Source: See table 3.1 ¢ Including the cost of maintenance of cecupa.

v 18521959 tion forces

b 1952.1953.
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tween 28 and 35 per cent of budgetary revenue. The
percentage was lower only in two countries — 13 per
cent in mainland China and 18 per cent in the Soviet
Union. It is notable that, unlike grants for fixed invest.
ment, these expenditures tended 1o account for an in-
creasing share of budgelary expenditure over time. Only
in very recent years and in a few countries had this
ratio levelled off.

Expenditures on health, education and welfare were
also important. They tended to be relatively higher in

countries with a higher level of industrial development
ot urbanization. Their ratio to budgetary revenue in
1950-1959 ranged from 35 to 13 per cent, with the high.
est share in Eastern Germany, followed in descending
order by (zechoslovakia, the Soviet Union, Poland,
Hungary, Bulgaria, Romania and mainland China. In
all these countries, except mainland China, the ratio
tended Lo increase. Expenditure for defence, as rellected
in budgetary stalistics, absorbed between 8 and 10 per
cent of budgetary revenue in most countries during the

Table 3-4. Distribution of Budgetary Revenue,” 1950-1959

(Percentage of total)

Coundry and flem

561558

1850-1953 105461957 19581959

Bulgaria
Turnover laxes .
Appropriations from profits
Contributions to social security
Personal income taxes
Other revenue

zechoslovakia
Turnover laxes. -
Appropriations from profits
Contributions to social security
Personal income taxes
Other revenue

Eastern Germany
Turnaver taxes iy
Appropriations [rom profits
Contributions to social security
Personal income taxes
Other revenue

Hungary
Turnover taxes .
Appropriations from profits
Conlrill].nltiuns 1o social security.
Persenal income taxes
Other revenue

Poland
Turnever taxes. .
Appropriations {rom profils
Contributions to social security
Personal income 1axes
Other revenue

Romania
Turnover taxes. .
Appropriations {rom profis
Conlril;mlions to social security
Personal income taxes
Other revenue

US5R
Turnover taxes .
Appropristions {rom profits
Contributions to social security .
Personal income taxes
Other revenue

303 25 0 334 311
136 157 110 14.9
61 5.7 6.0 6.6
05 107 a8 75
405 430 398 39'G
495 482 50 1 18.9
192 25 6 17.1 157
151 16.2 14 4 .
11.3 9.9 115 18
19 01 6.9

I3 i

572 53.5 { 12
16,3 16.9 163 153
6.6 78 63 5.8
10.9 218 18.2 191
596 52.8 50.7 34,80
19.2 28 e 8.6 3] 3u
- . 79 6 o
105 14.2 89 g 1v
15.6 18.9v

39 8 336

9.0 8.4

112 108 11.3 115
64 5.6 60 7%
33.9 188

374 413 378 2.0
158 157 110 19,9
18 37 49 50
83 76 85 86
337 317 347 343
16.7 511 45 412
16.4 114 178 212
18 15 19 50
8.5 90 86 77
235 29 942 990

Source: See tuble 3.1

v “Personal income taxes” include lees and
miscellaneous taxes puid by the population. In
Bulgaria and Poland fother revenue includes
“price differential” payments to the budget; in
Romania and the Soviet Union equivalent pay-

ments are probably included i the same item; in
Ceechoslovakie and Hungary such payments are
included in the turnover tax

b 1959,
¢ Including depreciation allowances.
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nineteen fifties, except in the Soviet Union and main-
land China, where the percentages were 18 and 20,
respectively. In all countries, the ratio tended to decline
in the more recent years.

As budgelary receipts are generally not earmarked
for specific uses, Lthe sources of budgelary saving ean
he discussed only in terms of the financing of the whele
of budgetary expenditure. The major sources of budg-
etary revenue are shown in table 3-4. The outstanding
feature of these data is the greater inter-country varia-
tion in the pattern of budgetary revenue than in that
of budgetary expenditure. Although the share of turn.
over taxes in total receipts was high in all countries, its
average during the decade varied from 30 per cent in
Buigaria to 53 per cent in Hungary. Similaily, appro-
priations from profits contributed as much as 19 per
cent of budgetary revenue in Czechoslovakia, but per-
haps no more than half of this percentage in Poland.
Revenue from personal taxes ranged [yom about 6 per
eent of budgetary sevenue in Poland to 11 per cent in
Czechoslovakia.

Changes in revenue patterns also displayed dissimi-
larities from country to countiy. The share of hudgetary
revenue [rom lurnover taxes tended to decline through-
oul the period in the Seviel Union and Romania, bui
to rise, at least up to around 195G, in Bulgaria and
Hungary. In Czechoslovakia and Poland. the increase
lasted up to 1954 In three of the last-mentioned coun-
tries the decline in the most recent years was modest:
in Hungary. however, it was very considerable in 1959
The changes in the shaves of other major components
of budgetary revenue were no less diversified. Whereas
in the Soviet Union the share of appropriations from
profits has steadily been rising. the reverse has ovcurred
in Czechostovakia and Poland. In Bulgaria. Hungary
and Romania, the share of appropriation Irom prolits
was lower in 1951-1957 than in 1950-1953 but it yosc
appreciably more recently. Conlributions to the social
securily system grew more importan in the Seviet
Union, Romania. Peland and Hungaiy. but less im-
portant in (zechoslovakia and Fastern Germany
Finally, the share of personal taxes lended 1o rise in

Czechoslovakia, Romania and Peland, but to decline
in Bulgaria, Eastern Germany, Hungary and the Soviet
Union.

The variation in the relalive shares of the turnover
tax and appropriations from profis largely resulled
from variations in inler-secloral pricing policy. For
example, & rise in the price of producer goods relative
to consumer goods would increase the cost of materials
used by consumer goods industries. Assuming that
prices to consumers would remain unchanged, revenue
[rom the turnover tax on consimer goods would fall
while profits in producer goods industries would rise.
Another reason for variation in the relative shares of
the turnover tax and appropriations {rem profts, as
shown in table 3-4. les in the fact that differential pay-
ments are combined with the turnover tax in Czecho-
slovakia and Hungary, while in the other countries they
are included in the item “other”

In mainland China. the pattern of budgetary income
was quite dilferent from that in other centrally planned
economies (see table 3-5). Whereas in the latter 75 to
85 per cent of budgetary income was derived from state
enterpriges in the form of turnover laoxes. appropriations
from profits and conlributions to the social insurance
system, in mainland China state enterprises were much
less important during the early part of the period. An-
other diflerence was thal in mainland China most of
the revenue from stale enmierprises consisted of such
payments 5s apprepriations from profits. transfer of
allowances for amorlization and reduction in working
capital, rather than of commodity taxes, The relative
importance of the latter tended o decline alter 1953
In contrast, the share of approptiations frem profils
and simildr payments increased econtinuously. The latter

24 Differential payments arise from the difference hetween a
basic priee fixed by the state and the actual price, which in cer-
tain suthorized transactions, particulariy in forcign trade, may
differ from the basic priec. FThe diflerence is covered by transfers
toror from the budget In Peland and Bulgaria, the only countries
for which information s available, differential payments to the
hudzet accounted for neardy one-quarier of hudgetary revenue.
Combining these payments with the turnover tax in these two
eountries wonhd raise its share of budgetary revenue to about
55 per eent--a ratie rather gimilar to that prevailing in Czeeho-
slovakia and Mungary.

Tahle 3-5. Mainland China: Distribution of Budgetary Revenue

(Percentage of total revenue)

e 1450 o5t 1046 1958 FRENE
State enterprises 34.1 62.9 4.5 839 879
Taxes . . Lo 22 4 3539 279 31.3 26.3
Appropriatiens from profits and other 11.7 260 16.7 5326 61.0
Agriculture? 296 134 Hix! 137 113
Private industry and trade 329 169 a7 ]
Mixed share enterprises o i2 5.0 9 4 08
Industrial and luuie co-nperatives —_— 25 55 =
All othe: 34 31 1.3

Souree: See table 3-1
 Planned fgures

tive farms and people’s communes

b Including taxes on individual farmers, collec-
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accounted for 62 per cent of all budgetary revenue in

1959,

SAVING OF THE SIAIE ENTERPRISE SECTOR

As indicated in the preceding section, the funds ap-
propriated by the state budget for Rnancing investment
and social consumption were mostly derived from turn-
over taxes and appropriations from profits of the sector
comprising stale enterprises and industrial co-opera-
tives. These appropiiations, together with the retained
profits and amortization funds of the enlerprises, repre-
sented the gross income of the enterprise sector, which
in the five countries for which data could be estimated
amounted to between 31 and 43 per cent of total do-
mestic product (see table 3-6).

Needless to say, these inter-countiry variations were
influenced both by variations in the share of gross
income in value added in the state enterprise seclor,
and in the share of this sector in domestic product. The
latter factor was more importtant, as is indicated by the
fact that the participation of this sector in domestic
product ranged from 62 to 89 per cent while the ratio
of gross income to value added in the sector varied
from 44 to 51 per cent

The validity of such inter-country comparisons
should be qualified because of differences in price
structure. This qualification is especially pertinent with
respect to the centrally planned economies, in which
the relationships among prices, wages, profits, taxes
and subsidies are largely determined by governments
and vary from country to country and from period to
period. State ownership of the predominant sector of
the economy makes it possible to avoid any direct re-
lationship between producer and consumer prices and
to change price ratios without altering a given relation-
ship between real consumption and investment. Dis-
similarities in the price structures will be reflected in

diffcrences in the relative profitability of different in-
dustries and in the relationship between profits and
the turnover tax as well as in the 1atios of gross income
to domestic product.

The impact of government policy on these relation-
ships can be demonstrated by the recent example of
Hungary. where the 80 per cent rise in the prices of
producer goods in 1959 resulted in considerable alter-
ation of the price structure, and significant changes in
the composition of value added in the state enterprise
sector, in relation to domestic product, as shown by the
percentages indicated below:

1958

1959
Value added 67.3 73.5
Labour compensation 31.8 287
Sacinl security contributions 28 6.1
Amortization alloewances earmarked
for:
Capital repairs . . 34 5.1
Investment 1.8 4.3
Profits 27 15.0
Turnover tax 24.9 14.2
Gross income 204 335
Ratio of gross income 1o value added 437 45 6

The importance of the slate enterprise sector in ac-
cumulating financial means in the centrally planned
economies is shown by the fact that in 1958 gross in-
come of this sector exceeded total national expenditure
on fixed investment by 53 to 118 per cent.®

Since a substantial proportion of gross income of the
enterprises is transferred to the budget, and in turn a
large part of investment in the state seclor is financed
by budgetary grants,*® the saving ratios of the state

*% The rutio of gross income of the state enterprise sector to
total national expenditure on fxed investment in 1958 was:
Bulgaria, 153; Eastern Germany, 218; Hungary, 199; Polead,
161; Soviet Union, 192

26 Only part of budgetary saving is returned to this sector for
investment purposes. Another part is used for investment in
general government services, for increases in goversment reserves
and for stockpiling.

Table 3-6.  Value Added by State Enterprises and Industrial Co-operatives in Relation
to Domestic Product in 1958°

{Percentage)
Fastern

Flem Bulonria Germany Hungary Poland USSh
Value added 622 69.6 67.3 71.8 88.7
Labour compensation 24.9 28.6 31.8 286 399
Social security contiibutions 35 6.1 2.8 4.5 2.5

Amortization allowances earmarked for:
Capital repairs 22 3.7 34 38 35
Investment 3.2 e 1.8 34 20
Profits 8.1 59 27 5.4 15.2
Turnover tax 203 253 249 200 25.5
Gross income ) .. alé 312 20 4 348 427
Ratio of gross income to value added 508 44 8 43.7 48.4 48.1

Source: See table 3.1,

s Value sdded is defined here as income origi.
nating in material production plus allowances for
amortization. Domestic product is the sum of value

added in all sectors and is equal to national income
plus allowances for amortization. Gross income
comprises profits, tuxes and the part of the amorti-
zation allowances earmarked for investment
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enterprise seclor, as defined in this chapler, represented
only a small fraction of this gross income. In the coun-
tries listed in table 3-7 the ratio of saving to gross
income ranged from 7 to 19 per cent and the relative
importance of sectoral saving in total saving, as mea-
sured by the ratio to total fixed investment, varied from
15 to 31 per cent in 1958,

Table 3-7. Saving of State Enterprises and Indus-
trial Co-operatives in Relalion to their Value
Added, Gross Income, Profits and Total Fixed
Tnvestment in 1958

(Percentage)

Saving of slate enlerprises and industrial
co-operalives in relation fo:

Couniry Sectoral Total
ol
VYulue Gross Gross  fized

added freome profitss investment

Bulgaria o 9.6 18.9 53.0 29.0
Czechoslovakia . . 40.4 26.4
Fastern Germany 32 7.1 37.5 15.4
Hungary 1.6 10.6 70.2 21.1
Poland 7.8 16.] 63.4 25.8
USSR, 7.9 16.3 40.5 313

Source: See table 3-1.
v Gross income less turnover taxes

The only country for which similar data can be
derived for other years is the Soviel Union. According
to these data the ratio of the saving of slate enterprises
and industrial co-operalives o gross Nixed investment
averaged 274 per cent in 1952-1954, 29.9 per cent in
1956.1957, and 31 per cent in 1958, Thus, the ratio

tended 10 rise somewhat throughout the period.

Although no precise data are available {or the othes
eastern Jurepean countries, there is little doubt thal
the increase in the relative importance of the saving
of the stale enlerprise scetor was much greater there
than in the Soviet Union. Until about 1955 in many
of these counlries amortization allowances earmarked
for investment were transferved to the state budget:
similarly treated in some countries were all profits
except minor payments inle the director’s fund. Tt was
only in connexion with the general tendency towards
decentralization in the following years that entrepre-
neurial saving began to gain in importance. In Czecho-
slovakia, the changes introduced in 1959 brought about
increases in the ratio of stale enterprise saving lo tolal
fixed investment of from 26 per cent in 1958 to 33 pe:
cent in 1959 and increases in that of nel saving to fixed
investmen! of from 4 10 13 per cent; in Poland, a change
in policy had abeady occurred in 1958, raising these
ratios to 26 and 10 per cent respeetively with only slight
further increases (te 28 and 13 per cent) in 1909
Similar changes ook place in Hungary in 1959,

The considerable dillerences [rom country to country
in the ratio of saving to gross income in the stale enter-
prise sector may be due to several factors, only some

of which can be analysed in this chapter. One of these
may be the fact that the turnover tax is enlirely trans
ferred to the budpet regardless of enterprises’ financial
requirements for investment. In fact, the magnitude of
the lurnover lax is nol related in any way to the enter-
prises’ production costs; it has no influence whatever
on the amount of funds they retain or on their saving,
and inter-counlry variations in its relalive importance
may be the effect of historical developments rather than
ol any differences in present conditions. The deduction
of this tax from gross income may therefore eliminate
a purely incidental cause of inler-counlry variations in
saving ratios. As can be seen [rom the data in table 3-7,
these variations are in facl somewhat smaller when
saving is related lo income nel of turnover tax, that is,
to gross profits.

But even with allowance for the effect of the turnover
tax on ihe relationship between income and saving, the
inter-country variations in the rate of saving are signi-
ficant. They may, of course, reflect differences in gov-
ernment policy with respeet to the propertion of profits
transferred to the budgel. They may also reflect difler.
ences in the profitability of enterprises reiated to their
needs lor investment funds. This is mainly because the
share of its income that an enterprise relains is partly
determined by its planned investment outlay. Conse
quently. all other conditions being equal, the aggregate
saving ratio of the stale enterprise sector at any given
time may be influenced by variations in enterprises’
profit-investment ratios *’

The lack of adequate data makes it impossible to
analyse in detail the distribution of gross income,
profits, suving and invesiment by sector and industry

2% This effect may be explained by the following exumple.
Assmme two cnlerprises, esch showing a profit equal 1o 108
unils of currency. H the planned investment of cach enterprise
smounted to, say, 80 units, then it is likely that the amount
of funds left by the siate sl the enterprises’ disposal for invest-
ment would amount to 160 units If, however, the plan provides
30 eurreney units for investment in one enterprise and 130 units
in the other, the amount of funds left at the disposal of the first
enterprise would he reduced 1o 30 units and the Tunds Jeft in
the other increased 10 100 units, equal to its tetal profits, the
difference between profits and investment being covered by the
budget. In this case, total saving of these Lwo enterprises would
he equal te 130 currency units insteed of 160 as in the first case
and the aggregate saving ratio would [all from 80 per cent in
the first case to 65 per cent in ke second.

No change in aggregate saving ralio would oceur, if, assum-
ing no alieration in income of each enterprise, the decline in
saving in one enterprise is entirely compensated by an inerease
i saving in the other, 1t is obvious that if, insicad of the abso-
lute figures used in this example, the analysis were conducted
in lerms of percemlage rates of saving in cach sector, the effect
of these changes on the aggregate saving rate could be deter-
mined only hy taking into account the relutive share of each
cnterprise in the total profit and total saving of the group

In practice, of course, the funds left st the disposal of the
enterprises are not entirely determined by their investment re-
quirements; part of the profits is transferred to the budget irre-
speetive of the planned requirements of the enterprises and
then returned to them in the form of budgetary grants But
since this policy is applicd to all enterprises it could not be
responsible for the differences in the saving raties of individual
enierprises.
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and to ascertain their interrelationship. However, more
detailed information, relating to industry only, is avail:
able for the Soviet Union. The data reproduced in table
3-8 show that in the Soviet Union, according to the plan
for 1958, gross profits® were Lo be about equal to total
investment in industry as a whole. They exceeded fixed
investment by 31 per cent. But the distzibulion of profits
and investment by industry was extremely uneven, in-
dicating the extent to which investment in cerlain indus.
tries was financed by saving transterred from other
industries. It will be recalled that in the centrally
planned economies these transfers are not effected
through bank credits; part of the enterprises’ income
is transferred to the budget and the portion used for
investment grants lo enterprises is included in bud-
getary saving as defined in this chapter. Only in three
major branches—metal processing, light industry and
the food industry--did gross profits substantially exceed
investment requirements. The opposite was true in all
other branches, particularly in those producing basic
materials. In the coal industry, gross profits were
actually negative even though investment in this indus-
try constituted 13 per cent of total industrial investment.

As the 1rate of profit in Soviet industry was higher
than that in most other countries and its distribution
by industrial branch probably more equal, it is likely
that the gap between investment requirements and
profits in individual industries in other centrally
planned economies is greater than in the Soviet Union,
While it is certain that inter-conntry variations in the
investment-profits ratios of the state enterprise sector
contributed to the disparity between the aggregate rates
of saving in different countries, the actual impact of
this factor cannot be ascertained.

The foregoing discussion of the factors accounting
for variations in the 1ate of saving of the state enterprise

5 Inclusive of amortization allowanees earmarked for capital
repairs,

sector was conducted in terms of gross profits, saving
being defined in this chapter as inclusive of amortiza.
tion allowances earmarked for investment. However, it
is of inlerest to consider the part played by amortization
allowances in the {ormation of the gross profits and
saving of the state enterprise sector and to ascertain its
influence on the inter-country differences in saving
ratios. The distinction between gross and net profits is
particularly relevant in analysing these differences in
recent years because of the general tendency, apparent
in most centrally planned economies, to establish a
closer link between the volume of funds retained by the
enterprises and their profits.

As mentioned above, in 1958 amortization allowances
were generally left with the enterprises or their super-
visory administrative units; that is, they remained with-
in the state enterprise sector.*® The bulk of net profits,
however, continued to be transferred to the budget. In
consequence, the rate of gross saving was considerably
influenced by the volume of the amostization allowances.
These allowances were only remotely related to rates of
net profit and the differences between countries in the
ratio of amerlization allowances to profits were very
considerable.

The importance of this factor can be clearly seen
from the percentage ratios of amortization allowances
earmarked for investment te saving, gross profits, in-
vestment and value added indicated below:

Sectoral
Tolal
Gross Value Sfized
Saving profils adided  {nvestment

Bulgaria .. 54 20 b 16
Czechoslovakia 86 35 23
Eastern Germany — — . —
Hungary 58 40 3 12
Poland 61 39 5 16

USSR 29 12 2 9

* The only country where a sizable part of the amertization
allowances was redistributed through the budget seems 1o have
been Crechoslovakia

Table 3-8, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: Comparison of Gross Profits with Investment in Industr ¥s
by Branch, According to the 1958 Plan

{Billions of roubles)

Crosy profits Irvestaient Ratio of

. gross profits
Industrial branch Increese to fixed

Tolal Net Amorti- Tolal Fized it working  Capifal investmeni»

profils salions frvestment capilal repitir {percentaged
Total industry ‘ 140.1 98.0 421 1425 072 129 224 130.7
Metallurgy 138 68 7.0 235 19.4 0B 3.3 711
Cozl 1.7 —5.6 3.9 18.5 158 0.2 25 -~ 10.8
Oil and gas 8.0 33 4.7 159 14.0 0.2 17 57.1
Metal processingy ) 27.0 198 7.2 108 119 49 3.0 226.9
Lumber, paper and wood processing 6.5 4.4 21 0.1 7.8 0.5 1.8 833
Construction materials . 2.2 0.8 L4 6.3 4.8 07 08 45.8
Light industry 185 le.2 23 5.5 31 09 15 596.8
Food processing 17.1 14.3 28 6.0 3.7 07 16 462.2
Fishing and fish processing 25 12 13 3.9 a1 0.1 11 926

Source: A, G Zverev, Foprosy Natsivnalnevo Dokhoda I Finansy SSSR (Moscow, 1958}
= Including amortkzation allowances earmarked for capital repairs.

b Including unspecified producer goods.
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The lack of any recognizable pattern in the relations
hetween these ratios reflects to a large extent the some-
what accidental characler of the book valuation of
assets, as well as inter-country differences in the account-
ing rates for amortization and in the share earmarked
for capital repairs, the latter not being included in these
data. This last factor explains the zero rate of amortiza-
tion in Eastern Germany where the entive amortization
fund was vsed for capital repairs.®

The exclusion of amortization {rom gross profits and
saving shows that the inter-country variations in net
saving were related to the differences in net profits. This
is demonstrated by the following figures on net profits
and saving in relation to value added in 1958:

Net profils Net suving Tolal saviny
USSR, . . i7.1 5.6 7.9
Bulparia. . 130 4 4 9.6
Fastern Germany ... 84 32 3.2
Poland . 76 30 7.8
Hungary : 4.0 19 46

The link between net profits and saving is indicated
by the fact that the ranking of the countiies is the same
whether based on net profits or on net saving, but differs
considerably if based on total saving Although similar
data are not available for Czechoslovakia, indirect evi-
dence suggests that in this country the net saving of the
state enterprise sector in relation to its value added was
much smaller than might be expected on the basis of
experience in the other countries. The ratio of net profits
to value added in Czechoslovakia was ameng the highest,
whereas the net saving ratio seems to have been the
lowest.®® This seems to refieet significant differences
between Czechoslovakia and other countries with respect
to policies on self-financing. The change in policy in
Czechoslovakia in 1959, consisting of raising the share
of profits Teft at the disposal of the enterprises. seems
to have tripled the 1atio of saving to value added and
brought the relation between saving and profits into
closer conformity with the pattern shown by the othe:
countries **

In most countries saving was earmarked for financing
increases in working capital and fixed investment, the
only exception being Eastern Germany, where invest-
ment in working capital was entirely financed from
external sources: budgetary grants and bank credits.
Data on the allocalion of saving among alternative uses

30 The percentage share of the amortizstion fund used for
copital repairs in other countries in 1958 was: Bulgarin—40;
Czecheslovakie—54; Hungary—65; Poland~53; Soviet Usion—
62, {See tabie 3.6)

31 This is partly indicated by the fact that, whereas the ratio
of net profits to total fixed investiment renked among the highest
(46 per cent), the saving-investment ratio was the lowest (4
per ceat).

32 The increase in the degree of scif-financing in Ceecho-
slovakie did nol require any Increases in prices because of the
high rate of profit in this country before the 1959 reform. During
that year prices of producer goads were even reduced. In con-
trast, in Hungary the increase in self-financing most likely would
not have been possible without the increase in the prices ef pro-
ducer goods which oceurred in 195%.

are available for only three countries and enly for state
enterprises. They indicate that in Czechoslovakia in
1959, 51 per cent of saving was used for financing fixed
investment; and in Poland and the Seviet Union in
1958, 57 and 46 per cent, respectively.

The inter-country variations in the share of the state
and co-operative enterprise sector in total fixed invest-
ment and the relative imporlance of various sources of
financing are shown in table 3.9. The data presented in
the table show that the share of this sector in recent
years varied from 70 to 80 per cent of total fixed invest-
ment. From 35 to 45 per cent of the fixed investment
of the sector was financed out of extra-budgetary funds.

Among non-budgetary sources, the largest was that
part of the amortizalion {funds earmarked for financing

Table 3-9. Sources of Finance of State Fixed In-
vestment," as Percentage of Total Fixed Invest-
ment

Counley and ilem 1957 1958 1954
Bulgaria
Budgetary grants . 339 319 44.1
Amortization allowances" 14.4 157 129
Net saving 8.2 10.5 06
Other 11.6 5.1 A
Total 68.1 702 716
zechoslovakia
Budgetary grants . 49 4
Amortization aflowances® 20.7
Net saving 6.8
Other ) 0.3
Total . B0O 84 6 832
Fastern Germany
Budgetary grants . 53.9 55 8 554
Amortization atllowances® — e o
Net saving . isd .
Othes }23.2{ 19 }21\2
Total 77.1 T4.4 7.6
Hungary
deggtmy grants . 524
Amortization allowances® 12.3
Net saving . <,
Other }10' !
Total 0.1
Poland
Budgetary grants . 600 50.8 533
Amortization allowances?h 16.0 157 14.8
Net saving 38 76 9.0
Other -— 34 07
Total 798 7.5 718
USSR
Budgetary grants . 60.2 55.6 56.4
Amortization allowanees® 10.0 9.4 98
Net saving i0.1 12.2 125
Othe: 3.6 2.7 24
Total . 839 79.9 811

Source: See table 3-1.

» Comprising investment of the state enterprises and the
jndustrial co.operative sector and peneral government invesi-
ment eutlays.

b Fxcluding the share earmarked for capital repairs
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fixed investment. Its share in the sector’s total outlays
on fixed investment ranged from 12 to 25 per cent. The
share of other saving varied between 8 and 20 per cent,
and that of misceilaneous resources between 3 and 13
per cent. The part played by amortization funds was
most important in Czechoslovakia and least significant
in the Soviet Union. The reverse was true of the part
played by net saving. These variations in the share of
amortization and net profits in the financing of fixed
investment are obviously not related to any essential
structural differences between various countries and are
of no consequences from the point of view of investment
finance in state and co-operative enterprises. Miscel-
laneous sources of finance, including bank credits, were
important only in Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia. The
exact composition of this item in these countries cannot,
however, be ascertained with any degree of accuracy.

The relationships between the various sources of
finance were quite different in the case of working capi-
tal. Scattered information indicates that in 1958 between
50 and 60 per cent of additions to working capital were
financed by bank credits, about two-thirds of the re-
mainder being covered by resources of the enterprises
and one-third {rom budgetary giants. In Eastern Ger-
many, however, where the saving of enterprises consists
exclusively of expenditures on fixed investment, the
share of budgetary grants in the financing of working
capital was considerably greater.

SAVING OF COLLECTIVE FARMS

Unlike state enterprises, collective farms are usually
nol provided with budgetary grants for investment
financing. Their only sources of finance are internal
saving and bank credits. The role of the latter in
financing fixed investment is much more important for
collective farms than for the state enterprise sector.
Moreover, the saving of collective farms is not directly
determined, as in the case of state enterprises, by govern-
ment decisions. Since their saving depends entirely on
their income after taxes, in a sense it is analogous to
entrepreneurial saving in private enterprise economies.
However, the minimum proportion of the money income
of collective farms which is to be saved—and in the
Saviet Union the maximum propertion as well—is laid
down by statutory regulation. This saving is transferred
into “indivisible funds”, which are earmarked for in-
vestment. Although the saving of collective farms is
thus related to income, it is only indirectly dependent
on cost and profitability. This is not only because statu-
tory saving is related exclusively to gross money pro-
ceeds but also because costs are difficult to determine
since labour compensation takes the form of income-
sharing rather than wages. In this respect there is a
similarity between the finances of collective farms and
that of individual farmers. In both cases the concept of
profit lacks precise meaning and saving therefore can-
not be related to profit, but only to the gross or net
proceeds of the farm,

Strictly speaking, the saving of collective farms
should comprise the total addition to net worth gained
from current economic activity. This would include the
excess of current money income over current expendi-
ture, the value of the labour performed by members
of collective farms in constructing buildings and in-
stalling equipment, and the nel increasc in stocks of own
produce, inclusive of livestock However, in the follow-
ing discussion it will be necessary, owing to lack of
data, to confine the statistical description of saving of
the collective farms to money payments'Into indivisible
tunds and to labour performed for investment, leaving
out saving in the form of changes in liquid assets and
the sums earmarked for repayment of long-term invest-
ment loans, as well as saving reflected in increases in
stacks of own produce.’ Saving out of money income
approximates money payments inlo the indivisible fund
in most countries, although in the Soviet Union the
difference between them was significant ™

Data on the distribution of gross money income are
given in table 3-10 below. Despite their incompleteness
these statistics indicate a very considerable inter-country
variation in the ratio of saving to money income. While
no dala ate available for other countries, indirect evi-
dence suggests that their ratios would fall within the
range of 5 to 17 per cent, as indicated {or Bulgaria and
the Soviet Union respectively. There was relatively little
variation over time except for a very sharp increase
in the Soviet Union, and probably in Bulgaria, in
1958-1959.

The foregoing discussion, being confined to the dis-
tribution of money income, excludes the substantial vol-
ume of income in kind received by collective farmers,
as well as the value of their labour devoted 10 invest-
ment projects,* A question arises as to whether the data
shown for the distribution of the money income of
collective farms can be considered reasonably repre-
sentative of the distiibution of total income, Unfor-
tunately, only a highly tentative answer 1o this question
is possible. Poland is the only country for which com-
plete data on income in kind are available, but these
statistics pertain only to 1957 and later years when
most of the collective farms were dissolved For Bul-
garia and the Soviet Union, the only data are frag-

%3 The item is not unimportant, For instunce, the increase in
working capital in the Soviet Union in 1958, mostly comprising
stocks, amounted to 11.1 billion roubles, er about 85 per cent
of the total earnings of collective farms, including income in
kind

¥ For most countries the understatement is negligible The
net increase in liquid assets (inercase in cash and deposits less
inerease in ghori-lerm debt) and the repayment of long-term
loans were relatively important only in the Soviet Unjon, where
they absorbed somewhat over 3 per cent of the gross money pro-
ceeds of collective farms on the average during the deende.

45 The members of collective farms participating in construe-
tion work are generally paid in money and in kind sccording
to the rules applied 10 the other members engaged in agricul-
tural production. They are not paid euwt of the money resources
of the indivisible funds ulthough the investment brought about
by their work, expressed in value terms, is added to the non-
monetary part of the indivisible funds
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Table 3-10. Distribution of Gross Money Receipts of Collective Farms, by Type of
Expenditure, 1950-1959

(Percentage}

Coantry and flem

1550-1055

1950-1953 1854-1957 1958-1353

Bulgaria
Uperation expenditure .. 41 0n 533 38.4
Labour remuneration 5l.2n 42.1% 55.2
Soeial expenditure Lo 2 80 13w 3.4
Payments into indivisible funds 5.0e 3.4 3.3
Czechoslovalia
Operation expenditure 47.4e 18.2
Labour remuneration 42 0¢ 378
Soeial expenditure . . . 3.2 43
Payments into indivisible funds 7.69 9.7
Poland?
Labour remuneration 75.5¢0 79.7
Social expenditure. . 3.1 2.2
Payments into indivisible funds 19.6- 179
USSR
Operation expenditure 42.01 46.9 11.5 37.5=
Labour remuneration 38.9¢ 34.1 41.6 37.9¢
Social expenditure 1.9 21 1.9 1.5x
Payments into indivisible funds. 17.2¢ 17.0 150 23.1s
Source: See teble 3.1 © 1957,

* Rough estimation; in 1958/50 there appears
to have been a steep inerease in the proportion of
income paid into the indivisible funds and a eor-
responding decline in the other components of
expenditure.

> 1952.1953.

mentary and of uncertain coverage. This information
could be used, however, 1o estimate the distribution of
total income net of operational expenses in these coun-
tries, as shown by the following percentage data:

Payments info

Latour Soviul Ihe indinisible
puy erpendifire Sunds

Bulgaria

1952.1954 90.1 1.0 89

1955.1957 9c 9 24 66
Poland

1955-1957 862 1.4 12 4

1958-1959 85.9 13 12.9
USSR

1952-1954 76.8 18 21.5

1957-1958 3.5 17 228

These eslimates, in comparison with the corresponding
information on money income which can be derived from
table 3-10. indicate that in Bulgaria the proportion of
total net income® allocated lo the indivisible [unds was
somewhat higher than the share ol monetary allocation
in net money income, but that in Poland and the Soviet
Union the aggregate ralios were substantially lower
than those relating money allocations to money income,
These differences between the distribulion of money
and total income indicale that data on money income
of other counlries can be taken as representative of the

45 Income in money and in kind, net of operational expenses

4 In relution to the total of items listed below.
Data an eperational expenditure are not available.

¢ 1955-1957.
£ 1950-1958,
& 1958.

distribution of 1otal income only with considerable
caution.

The share of money income in total income of the
collective farms and the share of the monetary alloca-
lion in the total allocation to indivisible funds differed
substantially from countiy to country. This conclusion,
although based on a combination of {ragmentary data
and indirect evidenee, seems fairly certain, In all coun-
iries the share of money in total income was rising in
recent years. Among Lhe countries listed in table 3-19,
the proportion of money income was largest in the
Soviet Union and smallest in Bulgaria. These differ-
ences may reflect variations in government policy not
necessarily dependent upon the stage of economie de-
velopment. Thus, the rise in the monelary share of the
gontributions to the indivisible funds was influenced by
the recenl dissolution of state-owned machine and
traclor stalions, which had provided the farms with the
services of machinery in exchange for payments in
kind. Since, following the dissolution, the farms had
to purchase their own machines with money, it was
necessary Lo increase the money payments into their
indivisible funds and thereby raise, with respect to
these funds, the ralio of money paymenis to payments
in kind. Since the payments in kind to the machine and
tractor stations had been valued at very low prices, it
was found expedient to facilitate the shift to the new
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system by raising the prices paid for collective farm
output.® But a more lasting factdr raising the share
of the monetary part of the income of collective farms
was the general tendency Lo substitute money payments
for payments in kind to members of collective farms,
which could only be brought about by a considerable
inerease in the sales of agriculiural produce in relation
to output of collective farms,

This tendency is a direct outcome of general economic
changes which occurred in the process of economic
growth. The rise in the per capita income of the collec-
tive farm members and the ensuing diversification of
their needs increase the relative demand for goods pro-
duced in other sectors of the economy and therefore
make it imperative to expand the share of money pay-
ments in their income, provided the supply of consumer
goods produced in other sectors of the economy is suffi-
cient to meet this additional demand. The relative fall
in non-monetary additions to the indivisible funds of
collective farms generally reflects a declijie in the share
of contributions in the form of work or investment
projects by the collective farm members. Since these
projects consist chiefly of construction works, the de-

37 A rise in prices paid for agricultural deliveries may affect
the share of monetary contributions to the indivisible funds but
would not he reflected in uny change in the ratio of the farms’
money inceme to lotal income Such a shift would occur only
if the volume of sales increased in relation to output, since the
general practice in centrally planned econemies is to value in-
come in kind at the average price received for marketed outpu

Table 3-11.

eline may be the effect of mechanization of agriculture
raising the ratio of machinery and equipment 1o con-
struction in total investment of collective farms. The
tendency towards greater mechanization of farm pro-
duction has of course resulted in an increase in the
role of monetary savings in the collective farm sector.

The imporlance of the saving of collective farms can
be assessed in terms of iis ratio to total fixed investment
—a ratio which depends partly, of course, on the relative
importance of collective farms in a nation’s economic
activity *® As may be scen in table 3-11, during 1950.
1959 this ratio amounted to about 8 per cent in Bulgaria,
7 per cent in the Soviet Union, slightly over one pex
cent in Poland and probably the same in Hungary. The
difference between Bulgaria and the Soviet Union on
the one hand and Poland and Hungary on the other
was largely due to the fact that, while collective farm.
ing was predominant in the first two countries, it was
unimportant in the other two during most of the period
in Poland, the role of collective farms was further
reduced in 1958 and 1959. In the Soviet Union and Bul-
garia, the rise in the ratio of saving of collective farms
to total invesiment was the result of the increases in
recent years of the money incomes of collective farms.

8 In more precise terms, the variation in the ratio of collec-
tive farm saving to total fixed investment will be determined by
the ratio of saving to income in the collective farm sector, the
share of this sector in netional income, and the share of total
fixed investment in national income.

Shares of Agricuitural and Collective Farm Investment in Total Fixed

Investment, 1950-1959

{Percentage)

Counlry and {tem

1950-1859

T360- 1853 0541957 105819450

Bulgaria
otal fixed investment in agriculture
Collective farm investment
From own resources

Czechoslovakia
Total fixed investment in agriculture
Collective farm investrent
I'rom own resources

Hllflgﬂf’}’
Total fised investment in agriculiure
Collective farm investment
From own resources

Poland
Total fixed investment in agriculture.
Collective farm investment .
From own resources

USSR
Total fixed investment in agricuiture
Colleetive farm investment
From own resourees

217 14.0 215 29.6
12.3 6.9 9.9 208
78 51 59 131
14.0 10.1 14.8 17.1
7.9 5.5 17 10
16.8¢ 11.3 222 183«

. 2.0 300

1.6 0.7

15.6 10.9 16.2 17.8
14 1.7 23 0.3
0 11 18 0.1
173 17.04 18.7¢ 16.8
9.3 874 9.4 10.0¢
65 5.4 6.4 77

Source: See table 3-1,
s 1950.1958

b 1054.1956.

¢ 1058

4 1951-1955

¢ 1956.1957.

f Excluding the value of equipment purchased
from the former machine tractor stations.
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The fixed investment of collective farms was in all
countries and throughout the period considerably higher
than their saving. The comparison of saving with in-
vestment in the collective farm sector may throw some
light on the part played by external sources in financing
their fixed investment. In Bulgaria and the Soviet Union,
throughout the period covered by the data, investment
out of the farms’ own resources amounted, respectively,
to 65 and 70 per cent of their total fixed investment.
In Poland, the average ratios were similar but during
the last two years they fell drastically. In contrast, in
the Soviet Union, the role played by the farms’ own
resources expanded significantly in 1958-1959, The re-
maining share of the fixed investment of collective
farms in these countries was largely financed by bank
credits. While this share did not amount to more than
30 to 35 per cent of their totdl fixed inveslment, it
formed a much larger proportion of their monetary
outlays on fixed investment. In Hungary and Peland,
credit financing seems lo have considerably exceeded
the monetary expenditure on investment financed by
collective farm saving, In Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia,
the relative contribution of these two sources probably
did not difler very significantly. Only in the Soviet
Union did the saving of the farms play a much greater
role than bank credits. These differences appear clearly
in the ratios of long-term loans o invesiment financed
by the monelary savings ol collective farms shown
below:

Hutio of long-term Ioons

Couniry Period fo monelnry sozing
Bulgaria 1950-1954 P07
1955-1959 i09
Czechoslovakia 1953-1959 G.9
Hungary 1950-1956 1.7
Poland 1955-1959 3.6
USSR . 1950-1953 0.42
1954.1957 6.33
§958.1959 0.15»

» Excluding loans {or the purchase of machinery from machine
tractor staiions

As these data refer to gross rather than lo nel credits,
they tend lo overstale the relative importance of ex-
ternal financing. In maost countries, however, repayment
of credils was 1elatively insignificant dwing the period
under review, the only exceplion being the Soviet Union.
In that counlry the repayment of long-term credits
absothed on the average during 1950-1956 nearly one-
half of the value of loans received. If account is also
taken of changes in bank deposits and in net short-term
horrowing, the ratio of net external financing to own
resources of collective larms seems to have amounted
to about 4 or 5 per cent in 19501956 and 1o have been
declining in the course of the period.

PRIVATE sAVING

Private saving as defined in this chapter includes the
saving of households and individual producers. Follow-
ing common usage, it is divided into increases in equities

and increases in financial assets; the former are defined
as gross fixed investment less net long-term borrowing
and the lalter as net increases in savings bank deposits,
holdings of cash and freely cashable bonds.>®

Data on private equity saving can be derived only
for the four countries included in table 3-12. Tor an-
other country, Czechoslovakia, an approximate notion
of the relative importance of such saving is given by
the figures on private investment presented in table 3-13,
It would appear that in these countries during the nine-
teen fifties private equity saving absorbed on the aver-
age from 2 to 4 per cent of private money income.
Measured in relation to national expenditure on fixed
investment, the range was from 6 to about 11 per cent.
In all these counlries private equity saving was more
importamt on the average in 1954.1957 than in 1950-
1953. This rising trend has continued in the Soviet
Union, Poland and Hungary, but has been reversed
in Bulgaria and Cezechoslovakia in very recent years.

In the countries for which dala are available, private
investment was mainly financed {1om private saving, the
dependence on credit financing heing generally slight.
n the Soviet Union, the share of long-lerm loans in the
financing of private fixed investmenl was neghigible.
In Bulgaria and Poland. the ratio of long-term borrow-
ing to fixed investment in the private sector averaged
around 15 per cent. But in these lwo countries the role
of external financing was growing rapidly. raising its
share of total privale invesiment in Bulgaria [rom 3 per
cent in 1950-1953 to 26 per cent in 1958-1959, and in
Poland from 5 to 15 per cent. This expansion of the
role of credits in private investment finance was asso-
ciated with the increasing importance atlached hy the
central anthorities to privale investmentl in general, a
change in attilude that was expressed in more liberal
eredit policies and in the allocation of & greater propor.
lion of investmenl goods to private use. This poliey also
had a direct impact on the rise in equity saving and
was reflected in an increase in total private investment
hoth abselutely and, what is more significant, in rela-
tion to total fixed investment.' The simullaneous rise
in equity saving and credit financing can be clearly
seen from the data on long-term botrowing, equity sav.
ing and private fixed investment shown in tables 3.12

and 3-13.

In the countries listed in these tables, privale invest-
ment represented a relatively small share of total fixed
investment. In Bulgaria, Caechosiovakia and the Seviet
Unijon it was fess than 10 per cent of the totzl in 1950.
1959,

3% Since current bank deposits held by individuals are either
non-existent or negligible, they are omitted from the following
discussion Also omitted are the still negligible amounts of Jife
insurance and similar types of saving

10 Fhe rise in the supply of investment goods made available
to the private sector would stimulate nol only money saving for
purchosing Investment goods, but also the volume of “direct”
investment in the form of work on econstruction, thereby increas-
ing the volume of equity saving
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Table 3-12.

Private Equity Saving and Inereases in Saving Depesits in Relation to

Money Income of the Population and to Total Fixed Investment, 1950-1959
{Percentage)

A In reiation te money income
B. In relation to total fixed investment

1350-1958 1950. 1953 19541957 1958-1559
Counley and ilem
A B A B A B A B

Bulgaria

Equity saving .. . 2.4 7.7 170 68 28 8.7 22 70

Increase in savings deposits 280 840 05 lgv 22 6.8 4.4 127
China {mainland)

Increase in savings deposits 1.8s 3.3~ 09 5.1 0.7 27
Czecheslovakia

Increase in savings deposits . 22 78 206 80
Eastern Germany

Incrense in savings deposits 3.8 165+ 165 19« 42 185 54 192
Hungary

Equity saving . 26 1283 444 1994
Poland

Equily saving . . a5+ 111a  11s 59 33 111 5.8 174¢

Increase in savings deposits 0.9 29 02 05 08 28 13 4.0
USSR

Equity saving . . 200 58 1.6¢ 500 L7e 51 31 7.8

Inecrease in savings deposits 14 4.1 12 38 16 50 13 3.2

Source: See table 3.1, 41958

» Average of data covering the years indicated in 0 1052.1953.
Lh(l:] Li?g;%r eolumns. ' 10511955,

¢ 1951.1953. ® 1956-1957.

In Bulgaria, Poland and the Soviet Union this share
was higher at the end than in the beginning of the
period, while in Czechoslovakia it was smaller. In that
country, as well as in Bulgaria, the share of private
investment fell in 1958-1959 as compared to the years
1954-1957, but in the Soviet Union and especially in
Poland it increased substantially. A similar change
seems to have oceurred in Hungary. In each of the last
lwo countries privale investment exceecded at the end
of the period 20 per cent of total national expenditure
on fixed investmenl." These variations were largely in-
fluenced by two factors—the degree of collectivization
in agricullure and government housing policy." An
enlargement of the collective [arm sector by the ahsorp-
ton of private {farms obviously reduces the secope for
private investment in agricullure. On the other hand,
a rise in the resources allocated to housing in general
was as a rale accompanied by encouragement Lo private
housing construction in the form of an extension of
credits and of an expansion in the supply of construc-
tion materials allocated to the private sector,

Privale investment in agriculture played a consider-
able role in Poland, Hungary and probably also

“1In Hungary, for which no data on totul private investment
are avoilable, equity saving ulone was equal 10 shout 20 per
cent of total fixed investment in 1958

1% As defined here, houwsing exeludes rural housing construc-
tion,

Romania, although no precise data are available for
that country. The percentage ratios of total and private
fixed investment in agriculture to total national ex-
penditure on fixed investment are shown below:

Fized investmenl in 1550 1050 1854

agricuilire 1958 1952 1957 1958

Hungary
Total 16.8 1i.3 222 183
Private . 6.0 B2
Share of private in fota 273 44.8

Poland

Total . 152« 109 16.2 186
Private ‘ . 8.9 4.6 9.2 14.1
Share of private intotel 586 422 568 758

v Figure differs from that published in Forld Economic Survey,
1959, table 3.6, in that it is based on dala in current prices.

It appears from these data that private fixed invest-
ment in agriculture accounted on the average for as
much as G0 per cent of agricultural investment in
Poland during 1950-1958, or for about 9 per cent of
total national expenditure on fixed investment. In
Hungary, the comparable fizures, although substantial,
were lower, perhaps by about one-half . In both coun-
tries the privale share of total agricultural investment
increased substantially in the course of the period *?
Wnning in 1959, the colicetivization of agriculture in

Hungary was accelerated, therehy reversing the trend towards
an increasing importance of private investment,
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Table 3-13.  Private Investment in Relation to Total Fixed Investment and Net Private
Long-term Borrowing in Relation 1o Private Fixed Investment, 1950-1959

(Percenlage)
Country and ifem 1950-1959 1950-1953 19541257 19581959
Bulgaria
Private investment in relation to total fixed in-
vestment o 9.1 7.1 0.3 04
Private housing construction . oo, 1.3 7.0 7.7 7.0
Nel private borrowing in relation Lo private fixed
investment . . . 15.8 3.0 15.2 26.3
Czechoslovalia
Private investment in relation to total fixed in-
vestment o S 7.0 5.7 9.0 5.3
Private housing constructions 6.2 4.1 9.0 5.3
Eastern. Germany®
Private housing constructions 3.5 52
Hungary»
Private housing construction . 5.5 2.4 6.2 11.7
Poland
Private invesiment in relation to total fixed in-
vesiment . 12.8 6.2 12.9 21.1¢
Private housing construction . .. 37 16 3.6 6.0
Net private borrowing in zelation to private fixed
investment . . 134 4.5 144 15.¢
USSR
Private investment in relation to total fixed in-
vestrent. . ; . 6.0 514 5.4e 8.1
Private housing construction» . 6.0 5.14 5.4 8.1
Net private borrowing in relation to private fixed
investment 29 — 5.1 4.1
Sourrce: See 1able 3-1. consiruction.
" The share of private heusing construction was b Housing construction from private sources

derived on the basis of the proportion of private
construction expressed in square metres of living
space. Thus, the value per square metre was as.
sumed to be the same in public as in privale

In the remaining three countries the major component
influencing the relative importance of private invest-
ment was privale housing construction. As shown in
table 3-13, private housing construction accounted {or
between 3.7 and 7.3 per cent of lota] fixed investment
in all the listed countries " Tt was most important in
Bulgaria, followed in order by Czechoslovakia, the
Soviet Union, Hungary and Poland. In all of these
countries, the share of private housing in total fixed
investmenl tended to inerease during the decade. But in
Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia, this trend seems to have
been arrested in 1958-1959, in line with the changes in
total private equity saving in the countries noted ahove.

The preceding discussion did not include Fastern
Germany or mainland China. While no precise data are
available for these two countries, it appears certain that
their experience differed considerably from that of the
other countries. In the latter, the nationalization of in-
dustry was nearly or wholly completed by 1950 and in

#tH should be noted that in certnin countries the available
data on private construction exelude co-operative housing To
that extent, the figures appearing in the table undersiate the
vilue of privale construction

© 1958,
4 1951.1955
* 1956-1957

mest of them agriculture was highly collectivized by
1953. On the other hand, in Eastern Germany and main-
fand China these developments occurred mainly at a
laler dale, especially so in the case of mainland China.
Although in these countries private equily saving seems
to have been'relatively more important on the average
during the decade than in the other countries, it tended
to decline over lime. This [all was less drastic in Eastern
Germany, where private equity saving had already de-
clined by the beginning of the period and where its
effect was partly offset by the increasing importance of
private housing construction in recenl years (see table
3-13). Rough estimates for mainland China indicate
that private equity saving accounted for about 30 per
cent of fixed investment on the average in 1950-1953,
but was insignificant in 1958-1959.

In addition to equity saving, private saving as defined
in this study includes changes in private financial assets,
which comprise increases in savings bank deposits, cash
holdings and holdings of freely cashable bonds. The
available data on savings deposits in relation to the
money income of the population and to total fixed in-
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“vestment presented in table 3-12, show that savings bank

deposits have been relatively small in most of the een-
tratly planned cconomies. In fact, only in Fastern
Germany did the ratio of savings deposits to fixed in-
vestment atlain on the average a level as high as 17
per cent. In Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia, the level was
about 8 per cent and in the other countries not more
thar 4 per cent. In relation to the money income of the
population, savings bank deposits in mainland China,
Hungary, Poland and the Soviet Union were in the
neighbourhood of one per cent. In Bulgaria and Czecho-
slovakia, however, they accounted for around 3 per cent,
and in Eastern Germany for about 4 per cent of money
income.

The 1atios shown in table 3-12 cannot be interpreted
as indicating patierns of financial saving for non-trans-
action purposes. This is because the desire to accumulate
funds for future purchases, emergencies o1 old age in
the centrally planned economies is {requently satisfied
by increases in private holdings of cash. The relative
desire to hold savings deposits as compared with cash
for these purposes may vary considerably from country
to country and {rem period to period. In consequence,
the volume of private saving for non-transaction pur-
poses may have been greater in relation to the income
of the population than that indicated in table 3-12. Buy
even if this factor is taken into account, the total saving
ratio still remains very small.

The small proportion of saving in relation to the in-
come of the population may reflect both the relatively
low per capita incomes as well as the fact that this in-
come consists almost exclusively of wages, salaries and
the remuneration of members of collective farms and
does not include profits. In addition, the propensity to
save of the population of the centrally planned econ-
omies is considerably reduced by the relatively limited
need to save for future exigencies because of the absence
of fear of unemployment, and the existence of compre-
hensive social securily systems providing for health,
disability and old age. At the beginning of the period,
increases in the prices of consumer goods and fear of
monelary reforms may also have tended to reduce the
propensity to accumulate private saving.

In all countries, with the sole exception of mainland
China, the proportion of money income saved in the
form of bank deposits tended to increase over time.
This rise can be mainly attributed to an increase in real
income. But it is probable that a {actor acting in the
same direction was a rise in the supply of durable goods,
a fall in their prices and the expectation of further price
reductions. The rise in the ratio of savings deposits to
money income does not necessarily indicate a corre-
sponding increase in total saving of the population since
it may be at least partly due to the shifl from cash
holdings to savings deposits. During the beginning of
the decade which was characterized by inflationary pres-
sures, a large proportion ol savings accumulated by

peasanls or by urban speculators was not deposited in
the savings banks but was preferably held in the more
anenymous form of cash,

Before turning to the changes in cash saving during
the nineteen fifties it is worth noting that in the cen-
trally planned economies the proportion of cash held
by the pepulation may be influenced by certain factors
which in private enterprise econemies operate only in
periods of rationing or price fixing. Since in the cen-
trally planned cconemics prices of consumer goods are
fixed by the state and are changed only occastonally,
they may sometimes fail to reflect the actual relation-
ships between supply and demand both in the aggregate
and for specific goods. In consequence, a situation may
arise in which the population retaing a proportien of its
money income not because of a wish to save but because
of an inability to spend. It is true that in such a situa-
tion the prices of goods seld on free o1 illegal markets
would rise, but this would result only in transfers of
maney {rom some individuals lo others without affecting
the volume of currency in circulation**

Statistics on changes in cash holdings in relation to
private saving during the nineteen fiflies are available
only for Poland and Eastern Germany, and are pre-
senled in table 3-14. Addilions to cash holdings in both
countries were small in relation to the money income
of the population, amounting to about 1.3 per cent in
Poland and to two-tenths of one per cent in Lastern
Germany in 1951.1959, Throughout the period these
ratios fluctuated considerably in both countries under
the influence of such facters as the amount of cash held
by the population at the beginning of the period,
monetary teforms tending to reduce the amount of cash
in the hands of the population, changes in the velocity
of evirculation associated with redistribution of income
between groups with different velocities, and others
which cannot be analysed within the scope of this report.

The part played by cash saving in total financial
saving was much more important in Poland than in
Eastern Germany. In {act, in 1951-1959 cash saving
amounted to 60 per cent of total financial saving in
Poland and to only 6 per cent in Eastern Germany.
This difference has tended to decrease during recent
years hut none the less remeined substantial in 1958-
1959 The persistent difference between the ratios in
these two countries probably resulls [rom difterences in
the habits of the Eastern German and Polish popula-
tions rather than from any differences in transaction
requirements. Both the cash holdings and the savings
deposits were much smaller in relation to total fixed
investment in Poland than in Fastern Germany, amount-
ing to about 7 per cent in the former and about 17 pex
cent in the latter.

35 To the extent that such transfers result in a redistribution
of income in favour of groups with higher propensities 10 save,
the inerease in cash could correspond to an actual wish to raise

saving in relation to income In the past, the influence of this
foctor hus heen insignificant
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Table 3-14. Total Financial Saving in Relation to Money Income of the Population
and Fixed Investment, 1951-1959

{Percentage)

Country anid tlem

19511958

1951-1853 1554-1957 1958-1359

Eustern Germany
Total financial saving in relation to:
Money income of the population
Fixed investment.

Ratio of increase in cash holding to total financial

saving

Poland
Total financial saving in relation to:
Money income of the population.
Fixed investment

Ratio of increase in cash holding 1o total financial

saving

4.1 1.7 4.2 6.1
17.5 9.2 182 21.8
59 13.7 13 1.9
2.2v 1.6 2.8 20
7.3m 5.3 88 6.2
60.0 90.6 68.3 35.4

Source: See table 3-1.
» 19521659,
b 1952.1953.

For other countries the available data are frag
mentary. In Hungary, cash circulation in 1953 was at
about the same level as in 1950, which means that no
saving took the form of cash accumulation during that
period. In 1954, cash in cireulation rose by 25 per cent
and continued 1o increase in subsequent years, but at &
slower rate. The average proportion of cash saving to
money income probably amounted te 1.5 per cent.

For Bulgaiia and the Soviet Union an indication of
the cash saving of the population can be derived from
data relating to money flows to and from the banking
system. These flows may indicate changes in the cur-
rency holdings of the population because the latter
roughly approximate the difference between the inerease
in credits extended by the banks and the increase in
deposits held by the Government. enterprises and other
agencies. The banking statistics appear to imply that
cash saving in relation 1o the money income of the popu-
lation was negligible in both countries. It might even
have heen negative until around 1957 and have become
significant only in 1958 and 1959.%°

These findings, if correct, cannot easily be explained
on the basis of other infermation. There are several
factors that might account for the absence of any sig-
nificani rise in the cash circulation during a period of
rising money income and retail sales. A shilt in the
form of saving from cash to bank deposite, which may
have taken place during that period, would tend to raise
the velocity of circulation of cash and hence reduce the
need for issues of currency for Lransaction purposes.
Less likely possibilities would be a change in the desire
to save and a reduction in the time intervals belween

i For the Soviet Union, the estimate was based on data re-
lating to chanpes in credit outstanding, budgetery surpluses and
bank deposits of the e¢nterprises and organizations. For Bul-
roria, only information on changes in eredits owtstanding and
budget surpluses was available. The resulting data, especially
these for Bulgaria, should be treated only as tentative approxi
mations

successive payments of wages and other incomes. An-
other possible explanation would be the failure of con-
sumer incomes to increase as rapidly as sales of
consumer goods. This would have resulted in reductions
of the cash holdings accumulated during the preceding
period because of inadequate supplies of goods. The
existence of such a money overhang in the Soviet Union
would imply that the monetary reform of 1947 may not
have entirely absorbed excess liquid assets. It is possible
that the elimination of this overhang during subsequent
years was slowed down by considerable price reductions,
especially in the early vears of the peried. Despile a
considerable increase in the volume of retail sales, their
value may have failed to rise sufficiently to reduce the
overhang. After 1954 the downward movement of prices
came to an end, but it was not until 1958 and 1959 that
money eirculation scems to have expanded. While the
nature of 1his expansion is difficult to assess, il seems
that at least to a degree il was the counterpart of un-
planned accamulation of inventories owing to the poor
adaptation of supply to the structure of demand.*” To
the extent that this was the case, the rise in circulation
may be considered as involuntary saving of the popula-
tion. The situation in Bulgaria was in many ways similar
to that in the Soviet Union. The limited information
available {or this country seems to indicate that, after
the monetary reform of 1952, the amount of money in
circulation did net increase and perhaps even con-
tracted wistil 1957 when it began lo expand and con-
tinued lo grow in subsequent years.'

Despite the lack of precise information on cash saving
in most countries, il seems possible to make some gen-
cralizations concerning private saving and its com-

47 Trade inventories rose by 51 billon roubles in the two
years 1958 and 1959, or by 41 per cent above the level of 1957,
The increases in eredits extended to trade organizations in 1958
alone amounted 1o 20 billion roubles

15 1t is notable that in 1959 credits increased by nearly 4 billion
leva, that is by 28 per cent
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ponents. The value of private saving appears to have
ranged {rom aboul 4 to 7 per cent of the meney income
of the population. The inter-country variations in the
rate of saving were probably smaller than the variations
in their components, because these tended to he mutually
offsetting. In the course of the period, however, all com-
ponents of private saving tended to increase in relation
to private income,

The relative importance of private saving in the cen-
trally planned economies is indicated by the fact that
its ratio to total fixed investment probably ranged from
some 12 to 25 per cenl. These percenlages would be
somewhat lower if private saving were compared with
total saving rather than with fixed investment,*®

Apart from equity saving. cash saving and deposits
in savings banks, a part of the money income of the
population was abserbed in some countries by purchases
of government bonds. However, holdings of these bonds
differed in character from other forms of zaving since
they were not negotiable and were usually purchased
under social pressure.®™ Because of these characteristics,
the purchase of bonds resembled, in some respects, tax.
ation rather than saving, On the other hand, since such
puichases did not reduce the net assets of the popu-
lation, so that their disincentive effect was smaller than
that of taxalion, the governments preferred to use this
form of additional mobilization of resources rather
than to increase taxes. In these circumstances, classifica-
tion of these bonds as saving or taxes Is necessarily
somewhat arbitrary.

Sales of government bonds to the population were
refatively most important in the Soviet Union, where
bonds were offered for sale each year from 1950 through
1958. They averaged in these years about 4 per cent
of the annual money income of the population, 12 per
cent of fixed investment expenditure, and 4.4 per cenl
of budgelary income. In Hungary, bonds were issued
each year during the period 1950-1935, representing
about 3 per cent of the money income of the population,
10 per cent of fixed investment expenditure, and 3.6
per cent of budgelary receipts. In Bulgaria, subserip-
tions in 1951, 1952, 1954 and 1955, represented some

19 The ratios of private saving to fixed investment would be
much smaller if, instead of gross saving, net saving were used
The percentages indicsted in the text do not take inte considers-
tion depreciation of private housing, or, in the case of Hungary
and Poland, depreciation of private fixed assets in agrieulture
As the proportion of depreciation in these sectors to total de-
preciation was certainly significantly higher than their share in
total saving, the importance of net saving by the private sector
in tolal net saving was considerably lower.

50 This refers Lo the so-called “mass subscription™ loans, which
were usually sold en an instalment basis and paid for by pay-
roll deductions. These bonds were usually not cashable hefore
maturity In some instances, the maturity dates were extended
far beyond the original dates und the interest rates were lowered
by governments. In addition to these loans, which constituted
the bulk of bond sales to the population, there were, in some
countries, bonds offered for cash at the savings banks These
did not have to be held to maturity but could be cashed at any
time. These, of course, may properly be classified with savings
hank deposits. ’

7 per cent of fixed investment expenditure and 2.5 per
cent of budgetary income for these years. In Poland,
the only mass subseription loan of 1951 amounied to
7.6 per cent of fixed investment and 2.7 per cent of
budgetary income for that year. In Czechoslovakia, East-
ern Germany and Romania, no bond sales of this type
were made during the period under consideration.

[FOREIGN SAVING AND INVESTMENT

The 1ole of foreign saving was not analysed in the
foregoing discussion because the available data are frag-
mentary and do not permit direct comparisons between
domestic and foreign flows® The {ollowing analysis
is based mostly on two kinds of indirect evidence: bal-
ances of lrade, and long-term credits extended but not
necessarily utilized. Although both types of data suffer
from importanl deficiencies as measures of capital
flows, they nevertheless throw some light on the broader
aspects of the subject.

Statistics voncerning the trade balances of eight cen-
trally planned economies are presented in table 3-15.
In interpreting these statistics it should be remembered
that trade balances may differ significantly from bal-
ances of paymenls on current account even though the
shaze of invisibles seems to be smaller in most centrally
planned economies than in the private enterprise econo-
mies."™ Whether a centrally planned economy has been
a net exporter or a net importer appears to have de-
pended. on its level of industrial development. The
principal nel experlers were the Soviel Union, Czecho-
slovakia and Eastern Germany, while the net importing
countries were Bulgaria, Polapnd, Hungary, Romania
and, for part of the period, mainland China. For the
decadp as a whole the Soviet Union’s export surplus
accounted for more than half of the total exporl sur-
piuses, although its share in the total tended to decline
during these years, falling to probably less than a thizd
in 1958-1959. The counterpart of this shift was the
tise in the export surpluses of Czechoslovakia and East-
cin Germany, the former falling somewhat short of and
the latter exteeding the Soviet Union’s export surplus
by the end of the nineteen Afties.

Among the net importing countries, mainland China
appears lo have had the largest cumulative deficit, one
which, however, tended to decline over time. The trade
deficit of Poland, second in order of magnitude, tended
te rise throughout the period. The remaining countries,

51 Foreign loans received and granted are included in budget-
ary revenue and expenditure but, except in mainland China, are
not shown separately and thus cannot be derived {rom budgetary
statistics.

5 The share of invisibles may in some cases be quite signifi
cant. For instance, non-commaodity transsctions reduced the
defieit of the Polish trade balance from 670 miilion zlotys to
472 midlion in 1958 and from 1,098 miilion zlotys to 744 miilion
in 1959 The main item in the balance of invisibles wos trans
port, communications and insurance. Its importance in the Polish
halance of payments was the effect of geographical position and
the role ngsumed by Poland in maritime freight transporl, and
cannot be considered as typical of most of the centrally planned
ceonomies.
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Table 3-15. Trade Balances of the Centrally Planned Economies, 1950-1959
(Millions of roubles)

Annual average

Country 19601957 19541957 1558-1959 19355959
Bulgarie» . . .. . . —85 +101.8 —212.06 —51
China (mainland) . ~814.0 —208.0 L. —4,0884
Czechoslovakia . . . o . -+-200.8 +368.2 +-591,5 43,399
Eastern Germany S —7.5 +558.2 +678.0 +3,559
Hungary . . . 4.2 —154.5 58,5 -84
Poland . . o . . —-2272 —360.5 ~883.0 —2,112
Romaniav.. .. —-152.0 ~76.0 +-14.0 ~ 808
USSR o +1,051.2 4 846.8 +630.5 -+8,853

Socurce: See table 3.1

® A plus sign denotes net exports and 2 minus
sign net imperts

b Bulgaria’s definition of imports and BXEGIIS
was changed in 1956 presumably in order to bring
it closer to the concepts used in the other centrally
planned economies. The data for the period prior
o 1950 were not revised except for the year 1955
for which both series are available. The comparison
of these data seems to indieate that if tf‘m new

Romania, Hungary and Bulgaria, had substantial net
imports during the period as a whole. Trends in the
balance of trade varied from country to country. Al
though the trade balance of Bulgaria was negative most
of the time, it was probably positive on the average
between 1954 and 1957 % Hungary experienced a slight
export surplus during most of the decade although a
large deficit was incurred in 1957, with the resualt that
the decade as a whole showed an import surplus. In
Romania, the import surplus declined and in 1958.1059
there was a small export surplus.

The pattern of capital ffows suggested by the preced-
ing discussion of trade balances differs in many respects
from the pattern implied by the availahle data on credits
extended but not necessarily utilized. The dala avajlable
on eredits extended suffer from deficiencies as & measure
of capital flows. These credits may differ considerably
in any given period from credits utilized since long.
term credit agreements generally stipulate only the
value of goods to beé delivered, the rale of utilization
of the credits being subject to annual treaties which
specify the deliveries scheduled for a given year. In
addition, data on credits extended exclude repaymenis
received by the lending countries.™ Furthermore, esti-
mates of credits extended have lo be largely based on
official pronouncements indicaling the global figures
presumably covering all loans extended during a given
period. But the amount of loans which can be aceounted
for on the basis of informatien relating to individual
countries and yeais is considerably smaller than the
indicated totals, and the proportion of loans covered
by these data seems to vary substantially for different
countries and periods. This deficiency reduces the value
of data on loans granted and received such as shown in
table 3-16 which, being based on inecomplete informa-

53 See [ootaote & to table 3-15

# They also include grants and military aid that mey be ex-
cluded from data on trade balanees.

definition had been applied during the perjod of
1950-1954 the net imperts would have been much
greater than those shown above.

° Only partial data are nvailable for 1958.1959.
Estimates for these twe years indicate ar average
annual net export of 258 million roubles.

“ Total for 1950-1957. Estimated net imports
during 1950-195% amounted t0 3,572 million roubles.

¢ All date estimated except for 1958-1959

tion, generally represent only the amount of credit
accounted for by specific information rather than the
actual totals, which would be higher. In the following
discussion, the data in the table will be supplemented
whenever poessible by additional information having
broader coverage ™

According to official pronouncements the total of
credits extended by the Soviet Union from the end of
the Second World War until 1960 amounted lo some
46 billion roubles out of which about 32 bhillion went
to the centrally planned economies.® During 1950.1959

55 This applics mostly to the Soviet Union and to majniand
Ching. Estimates of credits granted and received by this latter
country that are shown in the table are largely derived from
announcements of the Soviet Union which do not always agree
with the information derived {rom Chinese sources. The data
based on Chinese scurces were not included in the table but are
shown separately because, unlike those for other countries, they
were derived [rom budgeisry statistics, expressed in domestic
prices and related to actual flows of capital. Morcover, because
they cover credits granted and reeeived as well gs repayment
of loans, they provide information necessary te assess the net
flows of capital of mainkand China. In consequence, it is more
convenient to discuss the capital flows of this country separately.

5 The tota] of loans granted from 1945 to 1960 was derived
from the following information: According to S. D. Sergeev,
Ekonomicheskoe Sotrudnichestvo I Vzaimopomoshch Stran Sot-
stalisticheskove Lageryn, page 110, the credits granted by the
Soviet Union to the centrally planned cconomies since the war
until the beginning of 1958 amounted to 287 billion roubles
This, together with the 3 billion roubles granted to centrally
planned ecenomics in 1958.1960, brings the total to about 32
billion roubles for the period 1945-1960. Credits granted during
the same period to countries outside the centrally planned group
amounted to about 14 hillion roubles thus raising the totnl
credits granted to all countries by the Soviet Union to about
#6 billion roubles

It is not known whetlier these figures include the value of the
Seviet share of the joini compenies in former enemy territories.
According to A. M. Smirnov, Mezhdunarodnye Valyntnye |
Kreditnye Otnoshenia SSSR, page 272, “In 1954 the Government
of the Soviet Union eeded 1o the respective socialist countries.
the Soviet share of these companies on sdvaatageous conditions.
providing for repayments over a period of several years " Such
joint companics were established in Romenia, Hungary, Bul
garia and muiniand China Al the end of 1956 debts arising from
the Lguidation of jeint companies were cancelled by the Soviet
Union, at least in some of the countries,
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Table 3-16.

Credits Granted and Received by Centrally Planned Countries, 1947-1960°

{Millions of roubles)

Receiving vountrics

Granling country and period Total Moengolia,
Albanta  Bulgaris  Gzecho- Eastern fungary Poland  Ramania China Naorth Viel-Nam.
sloviekie  Germany mainland)y  North Koreab
USSR
19471949 2,636 49 423 132 - . 1,912 120 c c
1950-1953 4,616 373 120 - 485 103 400 - 1,200 1,935
1954.1957. 6,264 19] 610 84 1,120 975 1,624 546 520 630
1958-1959 1,606 526 250 .. 110 710 e . c 100
1850-1959 12,576 1,090 980 54 1,715 1,788 2,024 540 1,720 2,605
1960 1,215 650 . . 565
Czechoslovakia
1950-1953 .. 320 320 - - .
1954-1957 . . 684 . 102 460 122
1958.1959 361 - 111 e 250 e
1950.1959 1,365 320 111 102 710 122
1660 . 495 495
Eastern Germany
1954-1957 1.143< 38 73 60 400 110 462
1950-1959. 1,143 38 73 60 400 110 462
1860 254 . 254 . .
China (mainland)®
1950-1953. .. . 50 50 c s
1954.1957 . ... . ... 2,951 55 230 2,666
1950-1959 . 3,001 105 230 2,666
Other
1947.1949 . ... . 29 . 20 .
1950.1953. ... 145 600 . . s 85
1954-1957 . 77 47 . 30
1958.1959 - . .. ..
1950.1959 222 ‘ 60 47 30 85
1960 . . . o
Total, all countries
1947-1949 2,665 49 452 132 s . 1,912 120 c .
1950-1953 . . 5,131 423 500 . 485 103 100 - 1,200 2,020
1954.1957 f 1,119 284, 683 o 1,120 1,414 2.484 080 520 3,880
1958.1959 2,057 526 250 . 221 710 250 s C 100
1950.1959 . 18,307 1,233 1,433 54 1,826 2,227 3,134+ 080 1,720 6,000
1960 1,964 ‘ 650 . 749 565

Seurce: United Nations, Economie Survey of Europe in 1957
{(Sales No.: 58 ILE.}1), chapter VI; A. M. Smirnov, Mezhduna-
rodnye Velutnye | Kreditnye Otnoshenia SSSR (Mescow, 196033
8. U Sergeev, Ekonomicheskoe Sotrudnickestvo I Vzaimopomoshch
Stran Sotsialisticheskove Lagerya {Moscow, 1956); 1 A LEysenko,
Ekonomicheskae Sm'rudniclistuu KNR So Stranami Sotsialisti-
cheskovo Logerya (Moscow, 1960); A K Kakhsrov, G M
Prokhorov, Druzheskeia Pomosheh | Vzaimovygodnoe Sotrudni-
chestvo {Moscow, 1959); national periodical publications.

» Credits granted to and received from countries other than
centrally planned econemies are not included. Based only on
information on credils announced for individual countries and
periods, The aggrepate date announced by some countries are
considerably larger than the total obtained by adding the credits
accounted for in the table

b Data on credits received and granted by mainland China
and on loans received by other Asian centrally planned econo-

the total amount of credits extended by the Soviet Union
to all countries equalled about 33 billion roubles.®

57 The credits accounted for by date rclating to individual
couniries for 1950-1959 amounted to 22 billion roubles, of which,
as shown in table 3-16, 126 billion roubles were extended to
the centrally planned economies. The additional 11 hillion
roubles unaccounted for by data for individual countries were
estimated as foliows: Qut of the 46 hiilion roubles total eredits
for 1945-1960, mentioned in the text, the credits accounted for
by data for individual countries for the period 1947-1960
amounted to shout 28 billion roubles, leaving an unaccounted

mies are considerably lower than the figures derived from the
budgetary data of mainland China, For reasons stated elsewhere
in this chapter, this inlormalion eould not be integrated into
the other availuble statistics.

= This loan was agreed upon at the end of 1960 and announced
on 1 January 1961 In addition, the Soviet Union agrecd to
postpone the repayment of 160 million roubles due in 1961-1963.
See Fhonomicheskaya Gazeta, 20 Junuary 1961 {Moscow).

¢ {neluding 1.5 million roubles granted by Eastern Germany
to Albania in 1951,

e Qut of which 28 5 million roubles extended jointly by sev-
eral eastern European countries for the construction of a bridge
acioss the Danube

tTn addition, Poland bhad reccived from the United States
loans ameounting to 255 millien dellazs (1,020 million roubles)
in }965'7-1959 and 171 million dellars (684 million roubles)
in 1960

A tentative estimate of total leans granted during
this period by all centrally planned economies to each

for difference of shout 18 billion roubles. Since loans in 1945
and 1946 were not very significant, there does nol seem to he
too grest an error in assuming that these 18 billien roubles
were distributed uniformly ever the period 1945-1960. This
would add about 1 billion roubles for 1950-1959

Out of the 33 billien roubles calculated in this manner, nearly
10 billion roubles were extended to ceuntries other than cen-
trally planned economies.
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other and to under-developed and other countries located
outside that area would be over 40 billion roubles out
of which about 13 billion were granted to the latter
countries,

The available information on loans reccived by the
centrally planned cconomies (see table 3.16) shows
that in eastern Evrope the leading recipient country was
Poland which between 1950 and 1959 received more
than 4 billion roubles and between 1947 and 1960 some
7.5 billion.*® The recorded loans received during 1950-
1959 by other eastern European countries were con-
siderably smaller, amounling to 2.2 billion roubles in
Hungary, 1.8 billion in Eastern Germany, 1.4 billion
in Bulgaria,” 1.2 billion in Albania and about 100
million and 700 million in Czechoslovakia and Romania,
respectively. The loans received by mainland China
from the Soviet Union, as reported in Soviet sources,
amounted to about 1.7 hillion roubles. The total re-
corded credits extended to Mongelia, North Korea and
North Viet-Nam by all countries equalled 6 biilion
ronbles. However, these statistics, which tolal about
19 billion roubles, are incomplete; the total of loans
received during 1950-1959 by the centrally planned
economies prebably amounted 1o about 30 billion
roubles 5

The following description of trends in the granting
of credits is based mostly on data included in table 3-16.
since the amounts indicated in the text but omitled from
the table are not available on an annuel basis. Credits
granted by the Soviet Union appear to have increased
until 1957 and to have levelled off and declined since
then. Czechoslovakia and Eastern Germany seem to have
become imporiant lending countries only around 1955.
Their foreign lending apparently increased in subse-
gquent years. Mainland China extended loans to other
countries as early as 1951. The principal eredits ex-
tended to Poland by the other centrally planned econo-
mies during 1950.1959, amounting te 2.9 billien roubles,
were made available in 1956 and 1958, much smaller
credits being received in the following years. Since
Poland also received long-term credits from the United
States beginning in 1956 the situation in the last half
of the decade diflered considerably from that in the first
half when foreign loans were only cceasionally avail-
aple. Somewhal similar were the changes in Hungary,

5% Apart frem louns granted by the Soviet Union, Crecho-
slovakia and Eastern Germany, these totals also inclode the
loans granted to Peland by the United States mmounting to over
one billion roubles (8255 million) in 1957-1959 and about 684
millien roubles (8171 million)} in 1960 The effect of Soviet
lonns was partially offset by deliveries of Polish coal to the
Soviet Union at reduced prices. In November 1956 the Soviet
Union decided that Poland should be compensated for the re-
sulting losses and cancelled the oulstanding debt, which
ameunted at the time to 2.1 billion roubles

50 Credits reeceived by Bulgarin from the Soviet Union be-
wween 1945 and 1960 amounted to ever 2 billion roubies accord-
ing to Ekonomicheskaya Gazeta, 20 January 1961,

50 These totals contain a substantial amount of duplieation
since the credit-receliving countries, especially mainland China
and Eastern Germany, alse granted eredits te other countries

which, except for 2 103 million roubles loan from the
Soviet Union in 1954, did nol receive any credits until
the end of 1956. The inflow of foreign loans beginning
in November of that year, largely to deal with the diffi-
culties created hy the uprising, slowed down during
1957 and was brought to a complete standstill by the
end of 1958, Bulgaria obtained considerable credits in
1951-1953. Further capital inflows began in 1956 and
have continued since then. Eastern Germany received
significant loans in 1953, 1954 and 1957. Mainland
China oblained the bulk of its credits between 1951
and 1955,

As the Soviet Unjon was usually the major supplier
of capital to the other centrally planned economies,
the trends described above largely reflect the changes
in the distribution of credils granted by this country
Between 1950 and 1955 the outflow of Soviel capital
was mainly directed 1o the Asian centrally planned
economies, especially mainland China. In 1956 and
1957 the major receivers of credits were the European
centrally planned economies. Beginning in 1955, how-
ever, the flow of funds 1o less developed countries located
outside of the area of the centrally planned economies
began to increase and it has conlinued since then. In
1958 and 1959 these countries were by far the most
important receivers of Soviet eredits.

The slowing down of the flow of Soviet capital to
other centrally planned economies in more recent years
was partly olfset hy an increase in outflows from main-
land China, Czechoslovakia and Lastern Germany A
significant portion of the Chinese capital sutflow took
the form of grants rather than credits; the major re-
ceivers were North Korea, Mongolia and Nerth Viet-
Nam. Besides eredits and grants to the above Asian
countries, mainiand China granted loans to Albania and
to Hungary Less substantial grants and credits were
alse reported to have been extended by this country to
Burma, Cambodia, Ceylon, Cuba and Nepal.

Czechoslovakia and Eastern Germany. in addition
to supplying credits to the other. mostly European,
centrally planned cconomies, have also stepped up their
eredit programmes for the less developed countries.
While the share of less developed areas in tolal credits
granted by these lwo countries tose very steeply in per.
centage terms, il has remained quile modest in absolute
terms.

The periods during which these grants were at their
highest were not necessarily those when the investment
drive was most intense. Hungary 1eceived ali and Poland
moslL of its loans in periods marked by the pressure
of consumer demand and wide-spread discontent. East.
ern Germany received {oreign credits in 1954 and 1957,
when the investment drive was slowing down. In main-
land China and in Bulgaria the inflow of capital was
synchronized more closely with the acceleration of in-
vestment, although in the former country this was true
only in the initial years of post-war development.
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The forms in which credits were granted varied from
time to time. In the reconstruction period immediately
following Second World War, when the ability of the
Soviet Union to supply goods was severely limiled by
the consequences of war devastation, credits granted to
eastern Europe seem to have consisted largely of gold
and hard currency loans Beginning around 1950,
credits were extended largely in the form of capital
goods, and these played & very important role in the
industrial development of the recipient countries. In
1956 and 1957, however, the credits extended to eastern
European countries were mainly for the purpose of
covering the trade deficits caused by an expansion in
consumption. The character of foreign capital flows
underwent another change in 1958 in connexion with
the greater co-ordination of long-term planning achieved
through the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance.
This co-ordination took the form of agreements provid-
ing for inter-country specialization in various fields of
economic activily and thereby aflected the composition
of foreign loans.

The preceding discussion on foreign loans and trade
balances was based on statistics expressed in foreign
trade prices of the centrally planned economies, These
prices are entirely unrelated to domestic prices®! In
consequence, lo analyse capital flows in conjunction
with domestic investment it is necessary lo revalue the
former in domestic prices.

This revaluation raises a number of conceptual and
statistical problems, which for lack of adequate infor-
mation cannot be entirely solved. Among the limited
possibilities, the most appropriate would seem to be
to convert net imports and credits received by the ratios
of domestic Lo import prices, and net exports and credit
granted abroad by the use of the ratios of domestic to
export prices. Data on net trade revalued in domestic
prices are rclated Lo fixed investment in table 3.17.
Although these ratios can be considered only as broad
approximations subject to error, they seem to indicate
that from a purely guantizative point of view the foreign
flows were nol very imporlant in refation to domestic
fixed investment. Among net importing countries the
ratio of net imports to fixed investment varied from
7 per cent in Poland to a negligible value in Hungary.
Among net exporters, the Soviet Union, which was by
far the most impertant capital exporting country, ex-
perienced an average ratio of only ene per cent In

63 Data on foreign trade and on foreign loans are as a rule
hased on world prices and converted into roubles or into na-
tional currencies of individual countries ¢t the official exchange
rates World prices are meant to be those prevailing in the
private ensterprise cconomies As the official exchange rates are
in mest cases entirely unrelated to the ratios hetween domestic
and world prices, the data on {oreign transactions even if ex-
pressed in notional currency cannot be compared with those
relating to the domestic flows without appropriste adjusiment
The proldem of adjusiment is complicated by the faet that in
the centrally planned economies prices of producer goods are
determined on en entirely diflerent basis from those of con-
sumer goods In consequence, the domestic price ratios of con-

sumer and producer goods sre emtively different from those
prevailing oa the world market.

Eastern Germany, and probably alse in Czechoslovakia
(although price co-eflicients are not available for this
country) the ratic was about 5 per cent In these two
countries the ratio rose in the course of the decade,
while in the Soviet Union it fell.

Table 3-17. Foreign Trade Balances as Percentage
of Fixed Investment, 1950-1959* ©

Counlry 1950-1953  1954-1957  1958-1958  1950-1059
Bulgeria . . .. ~—1.0 +5.9 -3 —0.7
China {mainland) =132 —14 ° —4.74

Esstern Germany . -+1.9 +90.6 -}»5,2 +5.0

Hungary . +1.0 —38 +2.7 —
Poland —38 -5 .6 -3 —6.8
USSR . . +20 0.9 +0.5 +11

Source: See table 3.1,

e In order 1o calculate these ratios it was necessary to have
foreign halances expressed in demestic prices {for reasons, see
footnote 61 to the present chapter). Data on this basis, however,
were not available for the Soviet Union and for other countries
could be derived only for a single year. For the Soviet Union,
therefore, the foreign balances hud to be revalued by a conver-
sion coefficient calenlated on the basis of official statements
indicating that after the 1961 price and exchange rate reform,
the new g\omeslic prices, equal to one-teath of the former prices,
corresponded to world prices converted into national currency
at the new exchange rate which raised the ratio of the rouble
to foreign currencies 4 4 times The coefficient abtained on this
basis correspends in general to information derived from a
comparison of foreign and domestic prices of a number of com.
modities For other countries separate conversion coefiicients
{or imports and exports could be obtained for a single year by
dividing trade data expressed in foreign prices by corresponding
data expressed in domestic priees.

In order to obtain coefficients for other years the available
ratios had to be extrapolated by means of indices of the ratio of
domestic to [oreign prices. The indices were obtained separately
for imports and exports. For any country, the index for exports
{imports) is a weighted index of the domestic prices of consumer
and producer goods divided by the world index of export {import)
prices. The domestic price index was weighted by the composi-
sion of exports {imports) in 1953 The ‘estimated conversion
coeflicients for net imports and net exports, respectively, for
the average of 1950.1959 are as follows: Bulgaria, 2.38 and 2.23;
Eastern Germany, 1.27 and 1.95; Hungery, 1.84 and 359;
Poland, 6.70 and 6 41; Soviet Union, 243 and 2 43. The same
coefficients were usced for canverting data en the foreign landing
and barrowing of the centrally planned ecoromies.

b A plus sign denotes net exports and a minus sign aet imports.

e Estimated ratio for 1958-1959 was equal to 0.7,

4 Total for 1950-1957 Estimated ratio for 1950-1959 amounted
to —2.3.

An evaluation of the relative importance of foreign
loans as estimated from credits extended or received
differs considerably from the evaluation based on for-
eign trade statistics. The value of credits granted by
the Soviet Union in 1950-1959 expressed in domestic
prices amounted to about 2.6 per cent of its fixed
investment,® that of Eastern Germany to 3.3 per cent.
The latter country received credits amounting to some
3.1 per cent of its fixed investment, so that its net for-
cign lending was insignificant, In Bulgaria the ratio

2 Unless otherwise stated, the ratios used in the fellowing
discussion nre based en the incomplete data on foreign lending
and borrowing recorded in table 3-16, supplemented by the in-
formation on loans granted te under-developed areas. If, instead
of the data included in the table, information on the total
credits granted by the Soviet Union is used, the rutio of total
credits granted abroad to fixed investment seems to have
atmounted to 35 per cent during the decade.
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of credits received lo fixed investment was about 9.5
per cent, and in Hungary about 7.4 per cent. A com-
parison of these ratios with those based on {oreign trade
balances shows, as one would expect, very great dilfer-
ences in magnitude.™ Poland was the only country fom
which the ratios to fixed investment of credit granted
and of net imports were similar, about 6.3 per cent.

The available data for mainland China arc more com-
plete than for any other centrally planned economy,
since they permit the measurement of net capital flows
on the basis of loans actually utilized or disbursed, and
of repayments. It is therefore possible to supplement
the cursory references to this country in the preceding
discussion with further analysis. Between 1950 and 1957
the Soviet Union was the only country extending credits
to mainland China. According to Soviet sources, the
credits extended totalled 1,720 million roubles, although
there exists an estimate of credits received by mainland
China amounting to some 3.5 billion roubles.® This
diserepaney is so large that it ean hardly be attributed
to any possible errors in the estimated conversion co-
eflicients, and suggests, rather, that the Soviet data have
more limited coverage, and may exciude, for instance,
loans for non-economic purposes and short-term com-
mercial loans?

Chinese data expressed in domestic prices are not
subject to uncertainly arising from the conversion rates.
These indicate that between 1950 arnd 1957 the loans
received by mainland China amounted to 5.3 billien

53 This difference may be due to several factors Apart from
the difference between loans extended and loans utilized, the
data on eredits pranted or received are pgross in two other re-
spects: they represent tetals granted during a given period
without any allowance for the value ol loans repaid and for
loans granted to other countries. They may also include grants
and in some cases military gid, which seems to be excluded
from trade balances On the other hand, the data on trade bal-
ance do not inelude invisibles, which in some countries and
during some periods could have been significant.

%4 A recent publication of the Institute of Sinclogy of the
Soviet Academy of Sciences quoted the sum of 1,720 million
roubles alongside that of 5,294 million yuans as granted to
mainlund China {see Elonomicheskoe Sotrudnichestvo KNR So
Stranami Sotsiafisticheskove Lagerye (Moscow, 1960) ). Unlike
the information published by other centrally planned ceonomies
concerning loans granted but noi necessarily utilized, the data
on mainland China refer 1o actual disbursements or reecipts
as recorded in the state budgets of that country These data
are presumably expressed in domestic priees, and therefore can
be compared directly with domestic investment expenditure
cxpressed in the same prices But little is known about the re-
latien between domestic and loreign prices expressed in yusns
although it is generally assumed that these differences are not
very large and in any event much smaller than in other centrally
planned economics. Moreover, the actual yuan-rouble exchange
rete applied during 1950-1952 is not known although there are
reasons 1o believe that that rate fluctuated. The Soviet balletins
on exchange rates cover the other centrally planned economies
and most other countrics, but do not contain any data on yuans
The officizl rate of exchange announced severel years ago was
two rouhles to the yuan. The eross rate obtained by relating
the yuan to the rouble ard to the pound sterling indicales a
ratio of 1.7 roubles to the yuan But the rute derived from the
comparison of the value of Soviet-Chinese trede expressed in
roubles and in yuans, during recent years indicates a ratio of
104 roubles to the yuan, This rate was used to convert inte
rouhles the Isans received by and extended to mainland China
during the period under review

yuans while the loans extended by mainland China to
other, mostly Asian, centrally planned economies
equalled 3.9 billion yuans, net borrowing thus amount-
ing to only 1.4 billien yuans. As the budgetary statistics
of mainland China make it pessible to estimate repay-
ments of foreign loans, the net flows can be derived.
After allowing for repayments there was a net outflow
of some 200 million yuans in 1950-1957 but this became
more pronounced in 1958-1959 Taking into account
recorded loans in 1959, it appears that during the
decade as a whole there was a net outflow of capital
amounting to at least some 1.6 billien yuans, but, if
allowanee is made for the estimated loans extended in
1958, the net outflow might have been as much as 2.8
billion.o®

During the Rrst three years of the decade, in 1950
1952, the excess of credits received over credits granted
was very substantial, amounting to 1.9 billion yuans,
but the loans of about 1.6 billion yuans extended in
1953, mostly to North Korea, only partly offset by
further loans from the Soviet Union, reduced the cumu-
lative net inflow of capital to only 700 million yuans
for the period 1950-1953. During the two following
years mainland China continued to receive a net import
of capital but the repayment of loans beginning in 1954,
together with the decline in fereign borrowing and the
conlinuation of foreign lending, resulted in 2 continuous
net outflow of capital beginning in 1956. The importance
of these flows measured in relation to total fixed invest-
ment is indicated in the following data on capital fows
as a percentage of fixed investment:

Loans recefved

Gross  Nel of repayment r;';:;r’rd _ffrxffin

1950-1952 166 16.6 2.1 i4.5

1950-1953 111 i1l 8.0 31

1954.1957 4.5 19 34 —15

1950-1957 6.4 45 4.7 —-02
1958-1959 —_ —15 0.5v —32.0v
2 8 —1.0v

1950.1959 3.5 13

v Net flows are equel to loans received from abroad, net of
repayments, less loans extended abroad. Minus sign indicates a
net outflow of capital

v These data on loans extended and on net flows are under-
slated because they do net include the loans extended in 1958,
for which no data are available, The inclusion of the estimated
value of these credits would raise the ratio of net eutflows for
1953-1959 to between § and 4 per cenl of fixed investment and
for the decade of 1950-1959 1o between 1.4 and 1.9 per cent

45 It is possible that the totals announced by mainland China
meclude part of the valuc of the Soviet shares in the joint
Soviet-Chinese companies which, after their dissolution, were
te be reimbursed over o period of several vears. (See the joint
Soviet-Chinese communiqué publishked by Izvestia {Moscow),
12 Qctober 1954.)

66 During 1958.1959 mainiand China did not receive any addi-
tional credits from abroad. The repayment of foreign loans
amounied to about one billion yuans during these two years
The data on eredit granted were available only for the year
1959 and amounted te 350 million yuans. The net outflow ac-
counted for so far was equal te 1,350 million yuans, which,
together with the 200 million yuans indicated in the text for
1950-1957. brings the tetal net outflow during the deeade to
1,550 million yuans, exelusive of credits extended by mainland
China in 1958 A lentative cstimate of these credits yielded a
fagre of 1,280 million for 1958 Adding this amount to the sum
indicated above, one arrives at a total of 28 billien yuans
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H appears from these data that net foreign borrowing
in relation to domestic investment was very important
only in 1950.1932 when it amounted to more than 14
per cent. In the course of the following years this ratio
fell considerably and, after 1956, became negative. Dur-
ing the decade as a whole the net outflow of capital
amounted 1o between one and 2 per cent of domestic
fixed investment. Despite the deficiencies of and differ-
ences between measures of capital flows based on statis-
tics of credits and grants extended, on the one hand, and
trade balances, on the other, the {oreign trade data indi-
cate a roughly similar trend to that just mentioned: a
considerable net import during the early yeais of the
decade followed by z steep decline in the surplus in
subsequent years, and a net export in 1958-1959.

The increasing importance of loans extended by the
centrally planned economies to under-developed coun-
tries makes il pertinent to present some additional infor-
mation on these capital flows, which began around
195457 Very modest at that time, the extended loans
rose almost continually from year to year reaching an
amount of 3.4 billion roubles in 1959, The total amount
of credits granted from 1954 to the latter part of 1960
was equal to about 18.4 billion roubles. The distribution
of these loans over time is shown below (in billions of
roubles) :

1954-1955 .. ... ... 14
1956.1957 ... ... ... 4.0
1958-1959 ... ... .. T4
1960 . .. ... 56

The Soviet Union was by far the most important lend-
ing country in the group. It provided over 75 per
cent of the total credits extended Mainland China par-
ticipated in the aid to under-developed countries in the
amount of 720 million roubles, a large proportion of
which consisted of grants ®® Eastern European centrally

67 The data on these flows could not be presented in table 3-16
because of lack of mdequate information on their distribution
by lending countries

a8 [ contrast to the Soviet Union, the aid of which consisted
almost exclusively of credits

planned economies granted some 3 billion roubles to
under-developed areas, Czechoslovakia and Lastern Ges-
many being the most important lenders.

The expansion of lending was accompanied by a sub-
stantial increase in the number of countries receiving
financial aid from the centrally planned economies. Up
to 1957 almost all the credits were granted to five coun-
tries: Afghanistan, Egypt, India, Indonesia and Yugo-
stavia; by the middle of 1960 this number had increased
1o twenty. The percentage distribution of credits and atd
extended by the centzally planned ceonomies to less
developed countries is shown below by area:*®

India e e 202
Middle East ..o v 28,2
United Arab Republic ... ... .. 170
Africa .. e PR % |
Latin America .. ... ... . ... 10
Burope . 241

These loans were usually granted at low interest rates
of 2 o1 2.5 per cent and were repayable in from ten to
thirty years, depending on the purpose and size of the
loan. In cases where the loans were extended for the
construction of a specific project, the repayment was
to begin only after its completion. As a rule the debtor
counlry was entitled Lo repay the loans in domestic cur-
rency or by export of domestic products to the creditor
couniry. Credits were only exceptionally granted in hard
currency. In most cases credits consisted of goods neces-
sary for specific projects, and frequently of assistance
in preliminary programming and surveying. As these
prefiminary stages are time consuming, perhaps no more
than 25 per cent of the tolal credits extended to under-
developed countries hetween 1954 and 1960 had been
actually utilized by the end of the decade

9 Based on information from the receiving countries. Maest
of the credits originally offered to Yugoslavia were indefinitely
postponed by the Soviet Union and other eastern Luropean
couniries

Conclusion

Alithough an insufiiciency of data has precluded an
inlegrated analysis of changes in sectoral saving and
investment, the foregoing discussion aflords a basis for
a few general conclusions about the sectoral pattern of
investment finance in the centrally planned economies
in the nineteen fifties.

The mosl evident conciusion is that budgetary saving,
which on the average was the largest source of funds for
financing investment, accounted for a declining share of
saving during the course of the decade. This shift, as well
as inler-country variations in the share of budgetary
saving in total saving, was largely influenced by varia-
tion in government policies with respect to state enter-
prises, collective farms and the private sectors.

The decline in the share of budgetary saving in the
total was associaled with a rise in the saving and in the
degree of self-financing of the state enterprise sector,
reflecting important alterations in government policy.
At the beginning of the decade, most of the profits were
translerred to the budget regardless of the financial
needs of the enterprises, which were served instead by
budgetary grants. This policy, tending to maintain strict,
centralized control over the finances of the enterprises,
was subsequently allered so as to feave a much greater
portion of the profits at the disposal of the enterprises.
An impottant factor influencing this change was the in-
creased emphasis placed on expansion of output through
technical improvements in the existing enterprises rather
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than through new construction. This policy reduced the
need to transfer funds from old to new enterprises
through the state budget. The increase in the share of the
saving of the state enterprise sector in total saving was
also influenced by price reforms which, by eliminating
deficits or increasing the profits of enterprises, reduced
their reliance on budgetary grants.

The state enterprise sector was not the only benefi-
ciary of shifts in the sectoral distribution of saving; the
collective farms and the private sector also substantially
increased their share of total saving. In the collective
{arm sector, this change came about largely through a
rise in money earnings and in the undistributed revenue
of the collective farms resulting from increases in the
prices paid by the state purchasing agencies. The rise in
private saving was influenced by several factors: a sub-
stantial improvement in real personal income, an in-
erease in the availabilily of durable consumer goods
and-~probably meost importani—an increase in the sup-
ply of investment goods aliocated by the state autherities
to privale housing construction. As a result of all these
changes, the sectoral distribution of saving was quite
different at the end of the period from that at the begin-
ning. While data limitations prevent a statistical de-
geription of these changes in some of the centrally
planned economies, sufficient information is available
to indicale that in five countries in 1958-1959 budgetary
saving amounted to only about a half or less of total
saving. In some countries private saving, and in others
the saving of the state enterprise sector. ranked second
in importance. The saving of collective farms was
generally less significant, ranging from a negligible
proportion in Poland to about 11 per cent of the total
in Bulgaria.

Alihough varialions in the sectoral distribution of
saving were due in large part to vaiiations in govern-
ment policies, they also reflected changes in the share of
national income devoted to investment. During the
earlier period of development. the mebilization of an
increasing share of the national income {or productive
investmenl in the state enterprise sector had as its
counterpart a considerable restriction on the growth of
the income of collective farms and households and on

the supply of physical resources allocated to their invest-
ment. Subsequently, when the investment drive slack-
ened, a change in this policy had the direct effect of
increasing private and colleclive [arm saving. Similarly,
the rate of saving in stale enterprises increased as a
result of medifications to metheds of their financing
which were assoelated with a decgleration in the growth
of investment.

The directions taken by international capital flows
were largely but not entirely influenced by the differ-
ences in the level of industrial development among the
various centrally planned economies. The bulk of the
foreign loans was received by the less industrialized
Eurepean and Asian countries. Among the lending coun-
tries, by far the most important was the Soviet Union,
but substantial loans were also granted by Czechoslo-
vakia and Eastern Germany and, rather surprisingly, by
mainland China. Although the credits received by the
latter country [rom the Soviet Union were very con-
siderable, the loans granted by mainland China to other
countries were not much smaller, and if account is taken
of the repayment of loans, mainland China, the least
developed country of the group, appears as a net ex-
porter of capital

The ltow of eredits was not always synchronized with
the intensity ol the investment drive in the receiving
countries. In some cases most of the credits were received
during periods characlerized not by an expansion of
investment but by rising claims for consumer goods.

The share of foreign loans in total saving beth in
lending and in borrowing couniries was relatively small
throughout the period, especially if calculated on a net
basis. But the actual impact of the inflow of foreign
capital on the development of the receiving countries
was at times considerably grester than would appear
from the quantitative ratios relating to the whole decade.
The loans received in the form o machinery and equip-
ment {or strategically essential industries played a con-
siderable role in the post-war recovery of several coun-
tries, and in the initiation of their industrialization. In
the subsequent period, the loans were largely used by
receiving countries to overcome specific shortages that
impeded their further economic growth or stability.



Part iI

CURRENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS



Chapter 4

RECENT TRENDS IN INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES

The year 1960 was characterized by diverging trends
in demand and output in North America on the one
hand, and in western Europe and Japan on the other.
At the beginning of the year demand was buoyant
throughout the industrial countries. In the United
States the rapid recovery from the impact of the steel
strike led to expectations that 1960 would be another
boom year. In several western Luropean countries, in
contrast, there was a likelihood that expansion might
be slowed down by the growing pressure on productive
capacity and by the increasing tightness of labour sup-
ply. In fact, demand in the United Stales faltered in
the second quarter of 1960 and a mild recession devel-
oped during the second half of the year. The level of
output for the year as a whole nevertheless surpassed
that for 1959, though the rate of increase was, of course,
substantially lower than in the preceding year. In most
western European countries and Japan, supply proved
to be more elastic than had been anticipated; and as
total demand continued to rise in 1960, output generally
expanded at a higher rate than in 1959. However, be-
eause ol the sethack in North Ameriea, the over-all rate
of growth for industrial countries decitned from 6 per
cent in 1959 to 4 per cent in 1960 (see lable d-1).

Industzial Countries: Gross National
Product, 1958.19607

{Indices at constant prices; 1957 = 100)

Table 4-1.

Fredustriod Naorth Western

Year eonzndrivs Americua Europe
1958 100 94 102
1959 106 105 106
1960 110 108 133

Sowrce: Division of General Economic Research and Policies of
the United Nations Secretarial, based on data from replies of
Covernments to the United Nations yuestionnaire of November
1960 on economic tremls, problems und policies: Organisation [or
Furopean Econemic Co.operation, General  Statistical  Bulletin
(Paris), und officiel nulionng s0Urees

~ Regional tetals are derived [rom country data at prives and
exchange rates of 1954, TFoetal for inllustriu{ countries includes
Jupan, for which data refer 1o fiscal years beginning in April

The 1960/61 recession in the United Stales was
initiated by a sharp fall in the rate of inventory accu-
mulation, which more than effset the expansionary effeet
of advances in other demand components, nolably in
exports and public consumption. In the first quarter of
1961, however, there was also a small decline in the
volume of final purchases of goods. In Canada, the
upswing was brought to an end at about the same time,
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when inventory accumulation, fixed investment and ex-
ports declined simultancously. But domestic expansion
soon resumed its strength and consequently output in
the fourth quarter of 1960 recovered to a level above
that of the first quarter. Unemployment, which had
failed to decline in line with the recovery of output after
the 1957-1958 recession, rose substantially both in
Canada and in the United States.

In most western Luropean countries the rise in total
output attained peak rates in the early part of 1960,
During the 1est of 1960 output continued to advance
but, generally, more slowly; in a number of countries,
however, rates of expansion tended to stabilize towards
the end of the year. The principal factors in the ex-
pansion of 1960 were an upsurge of industrial in-
vestmen! in plant and equipment and the continuing
buoyancy of consumer demand for durables and other
manufactures. Larly in the year the expansion was also
enhanced Lo some extent by steckbuilding, although in
view of their high import content, changes in inven-
tories tended to have a more limited effeet on domeslic
output in the western European countries than in the
United States. The decline in the rates of growth in the
course of 1960 resuited partly from a weakening of
demand for exports, particularly to the Uniled States.
and to some extent also {rom measures of resiraint
which several countries had introduced at the height
of the upswing carly in the year. The impact of these
measures was especially evident in the slackening of
the pace of residential construction, which had contrib-
uted largely lo the upswing of activity in 1959 In addi-
tion, government eonsumption and public construction
were held down in several countries for the purpose of
reducing pressure on resources The main features ol
the 1958-1960 upswing are shown in table 4-2.

The expansion in western Europe in 1960 was accom-
panied by tising demand for labour and further redue-
tions in the level of unemployment. Many countries
experienced a growing shortage of skiiled labour, espe-
cially in the construction and engineering industries,
but there was generally no over-all lahour shorlage.
Tightening labour markets in weslern Lurope brought
ahowt some acceleration of wage increases, which began
to exerl pressure on prices in the fatter part of the year
when the rise in output slowed down. Price increases,
however, remained moderate. The relative stability of
prices in 1960 reflected in parl a decline in import
prices [o1 industrial malerials and {oodstufls, as well
as salisfactory crops in the majority of countries. which
helped to keep domestic food prices stable.
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Table 4-2. Gross National Product and its Major Components, 1957-19602

(At constant prices; as percentages of 1957 gross national product; for 1958-1960, increments {rom preceding year)

Exports and imporls of

Gross Personal Government Fired Change in yeods and services
Counlry and year rirfional CONSImp- consin- inves{- frvens
product lion tion Rient {ories Balunes Erports Imports
Western Europev
957 . ‘ ‘ 100.0 64.8 13.7 19.4 1.7 0.3 23.5 23.1
1958 . 21 1.5 02 0.5 —0.5 0.5 0.7 0.3
1959 . 44 24 0.6 13 —0.1 0.1 22 21
1960 . 6.4 3.6 0.7 2.0 1.4 w12 2.6 3.7
Austria
1957 . . . 100.0 65.4 12.0 221 1.5 1.0 284 20,4
1958 . . . 3.3 2.7 05 0.7 — —0.6 0.2 08
1959 3.9 3.4 0.4 1.1 0.5 —-15 26 4.0
1960 . . 9.0 4.9 0.2 3.0 o —3.4 3.6 7.1
Belgium
1957 100.0 71.4 4.8 154 1.4 2.0 356 33.7
1958 ‘ ~1.8 ~-18 0.2 0.8 w14 19 12 0.8
1959 25 3.6 0.3 0.6 0.3 —23 1.7 4.0
1960 . . o 4.8 . . . o
Denmark
1957 . . . 100.0 68.1 125 16.3 2.1 co 35.3 34.4
1958 . ‘ 28 31 0.2 11 2.6 1.6 32 22
1959 . ‘ 5.5 4.0 0.6 3.0 3.3 —-5.3 20 7.2
1960 . o 5.8 4.5 0.5 2.2 (.3 1.1 3.2 4.4
Finlande
1957 oL 100.0 63.2 117 25.5 0.4 22.6 23.0
1958 . S . 0.2 ~22 0.3 0.2 1.9 —0.4 —2.3
1959 S o 6.5 42 1.0 19 ~0.6 3.5 4.1
1960 o ‘ 82 52 0.6 4.7 —23 4.2 6.5
France
1957 . 1600 67.3 14 2 187 19 —-21 139 16.0
1958 . 13 0.1 —0.5 0.3 6.3 1.1 0.5 —0.6
1959 ‘ 2.1 0.6 05 01 1.1 2.0 15 —0.5
1960 . . 3.2 29 0.7 1.0 0.7 —0.1 23 23
Germany (Federal Republic)
1957 100.0 396 12.3 2156 26 41 255 21.4
1958 3.3 28 10 1.3 —0.8 w1} 11 22
1559 . 6.9 3.5 12 2.5 0.4 0.8 3.7 4.5
1960 ‘ . 8.8 51 10 29 0.5 -{.8 3.9 4.7
Raly
1957 o 1000 66.6 11.1 217 0.5 oo 153 15.3
1958 oo o 4.4 20 11 0.3 0.1 1.0 0.7 ~{.2
1959 C . 6.9 34 0.2 18 0.1 1.3 2.7 1.3
1960 7.4 4.6 0.7 3.4 1.1 -2.3 3.7 6.0
Netherlands
1957 . 100.0 61.3 13.0 25.0 28 —21 53.3 554
1958 . 1.7 0.4 —0.6 —-238 —-2.5 7.2 4.4 w28
19459 o 57 2.0 —0.3 28 1.6 —0.5 6.5 6.9
1960 . S 9.9 3.8 0.4 2.7 3.3 —0.2 6.8 72
Norway
1657 . 100.0 539.7 12.0 28.7 0.9 —1.2 44.0 45,3
1958 . -0.2 0.1 0.4 14 w18 —04 1.2 1.5
1959 4.3 3.0 0.6 —1.2 -0.3 22 3.9 17
1960 7.0 37 0.3 0.8 3.0 —0.8 4.4 5.2
Stwedens
1957 S 100.0 61.4 16.6 200 2.2 -2 24.8 25.1
1958 . . . o 0.9 1.6 0.6 1.8 —2.4 —0.8 —0.2 0.4
1959 o . 5.6 24 1.0 2.5 (3.5 0.3 15 13
1960 . . 279 1.3 0.6 0.7 1.5 —1.4 3.2 4.7
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Table 4-2.

Gross National Product and its Major Components, 1957-1960"

(continued)

(At constant prices; as percentages of 1957 gross natienal product; for 1958-1960, inerements from preceding year)

Gross Personal

Coeernment Fized

Ezporty and imporls of

Chanye in goody and services

Counlry and yeur nafional cORyump- congump- invest- inven-
produsd fion tion menl taries Bualance Ezxports Tmports
United Kingdom
1957 ... .. o ‘ 100.0 61.6 15.4 15.4 1.3 0.3 27.1 26.7
1958 - 1.3 17 —~0.1 0.2 (1.7 0.2 e —
1959 2.8 2.8 0.3 0.9 0.2 —1.3 0.7 2.0
1960 4.8 2.5 0.5 1.6 22 —-26 1.2 3.1
North America
1057 S 100.6 65.3 6.5 171 0.4 0.7 6.9 6.2
1958 e - 1.0 0.7 0.7 —-1.2 —{}.5 —0.8 —0.7 0.1
1959 6.2 37 G4 1.3 1.4 0.6 0.2 0.8
1960 2.7 1.7 0.1 0.3 (1.7 1.1 08 —0.2
Canada
1957 100.0 67.4 12.3 25.0 0.6 —~3.3 - 225 277
1958 1.1 2.1 06 -1.3 -1.9 1.9 0.4 —-1.5
1959 3.2 3.0 -0.3 —-0.3 21 -~2.1 0.4 27
1960 22 2.1 01 —1.1 0.4 09 0.7 —0.4
Untted States
1957 . . 100.0 65.3 168 16.5 0.3 11 6.0 4.8
1958 . -1.2 —-0.6 0.7 —~12 (.3 ~10 -0.8 0.2
1959 6.5 3.8 04 1.3 1.5 —0.5 01 0.7
1560 2.7 1.7 01 0.5 -0.7 11 09 (3.2
Japany
1957 100.0 59.9 3.9 25.8 4.6 w{).1 137 13.8
1958 306 3.4 1.0 2.7 — 4.3 0.7 ).1 -~ {16
1959 18.3 4.4 0.8 6.7 86 22 21 4.3
1660 33 5.0 1.6 94 —11 —2.4 1.5 3.9

Sonrce: See table 4-1.

w Datn conform as far as possible to the OEEC system of
national aceounts Repional lotals are derived from country data
at prices and exchange rutes of 1954

¥ Execluding Austria and Belgium.

Despite the downturn of demand in North America.
the Lrade of industrial countries rose to a peak level in
1960. As import demand declined in North America
an import boom of unprecedented magnitude developed
in western European countries, which gave fresh im-
pelus to Lhe expansion of world trade. This upsuige of
demand supplied the main stimulus to a recovery of
exports from the United States and to a further expan-
sion in the exports of primary producing countries. I
also led to a considerable acceleration of trade within
western Europe, especiaily among the members of the
European Feonomic Community.

The expansion of exports from western Lurope was
arrested after the first quarter of 1960 when Uniled
States imports began to decline, and trade balances
deteriorated progressively during the rest of the year.
The deterioration oceurred prineipally in trade with
the United States, where the trade balance recorded a
corresponding improvement. But despite this shift in
external balances, the rate of reserve accumulation ac-
celerated in western Lurope, while the United States
reserve position deteriorated no iess than in 1959. This
development resulted primarily {rom a large outflow

¢ Personal consumption includes changes in inventories.
g
d Exports include net services; imports refer o merehan-
dise oniy

v Fiscal year beginning 1 April of year stated

of short-term funds from the United States during the
latter part of the year, chiefly to western lLuropean
financial centres.

Relying primarily on credit policy to restrain the
npsurge of demand, several western Luropean countries,
notably the Federal Republic of Germany and the
United Kingdom, raised discount rates early in 1960.
As the pace of activity slackened in the United States
and credit was eased. interest rate differentials widened
and United States funds were altracted to western
Europe. The re-emergence of large-scale movements of
“hol money” as a major source of payments disequi-
lihrium was facititated by the elimination of payments
restrictions in the major European financial centres The
outllow of United Stales funds was also enhanced by
speculation on a possible realignment of exchange rates,
and it occasioned a substantial diain of the United
States gold reserve. To slem the inflow of United States
[unds, and in an effort lo co-operate in preventing a
further deterioration of the United Stales balance of
payments, discounl rates were lowered in the Federal
Republic of Germany and the United Kingdom late in
1960 despite continuing domestic demand pressure.
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The experience of 1960 has focused attention on the balance of payments disequilibria persist in some of
limitations of credit policy, as a regulator of domestic the major industrial countries, “hot money” movements
ecoromic activity. In view of inevitable differences in can be expected Lo produce recurrent payments crises.
the timing of cyclical changes in the major industrial While the elimination of structural imbalance remains
countries, reliance on the interest rate as the principal the chief goal of government policy in the field of in-
instrument of anti-cyclical policy is liable to give rise ternational payments, incieasing consideration is also
to interest rate differentials, which may set in motion being given to the question of appropriate domestic
international flows of short-term funds. So long as basic anti-cyclical policies.

Domestic developments

THE powNTURN 1N NORTH AMERICA average annual 1ate of growth in gross national product
was higher during the period 1957-1960 than in 1953-
1957, but the expansion of final demand in the private
scctor slackened considerably belween the two oycles.
The factors which accounted for the more rapid growth

Jownt bee: ared to thirte-f ths of in 1957-1960 were to some extent accidental: an ah.
cawnturn began, compared to thirly-hve months o normally high rate of inventory accumulation in the

expansio_n during the years 1954:]9571 ‘and forty-five first quarter of 1960 after the termination of the sieel
months in 1949-1953. A comparison of the cycle of strike, which raised the 1957-1960 growth rate; and

The decline of output in the United States which began
in the second quarter of 1960 brought to an end the
shortest of the post-war upswings. The rise in industrial
production had lasted only twenty-five months when the

1957-1960 with the preceding one sheds some light on cutbacks in defence expenditure during the period 1953-
the factors that have accounted for the brevi;y and lack 1957, which depressed the over-all growth rate of that
of vigour of the recent upswing. As table 4-3 shows, the period. But the more important fact is that the growth

Table 4-3.  United States: Average Quarterly Changes in Selected
Economic Indicators During Recent Business Cycles®
{Percentage)

A . A ) During entire
During expunsion During conlraction husiness cycle

10541957 1958-1066  1063-1954 1957-1058 fO66-1961 ID53-1957 1957-1960

et

Gross national product 1.0 14 —-09 24 —07 0.6 0.7
Final purchases® 16 1l =05 ~14 -0l 06 0.6
Private purchases» 13 12 —-02 20 —04 0.9 0.6
Personal consumption 1.1 12 - =08 04 0.9 08
Durables 1.5 21 =10 54 36 0.9 0.7
Gross private fixed investment 0.8 1.4 01 -—-48 22 0.8 02
Producer durables 14 19 -15 —-95 -33 0.7  —-03
Government purchases -0.1 0.4 30 16 12 08 07
Manufacturing production 16 28 -23 -51 -28 0.5 0.7
Durables . 17 32 -37 -74 -36 0.2 03
Non-agricultural employment 0.7 07 08 —-15 -7 03 0.1
Manufaciuringd . 0.4 10 ~29 40 27 05 —04
Durable goods industries 0.7 13 -39 -—-56 -36 ~06 —06
Unemploymente -17 =19 3.3 36 16 1.0 0.8
Total personal income. | 17 16 - =01 0.1 12 1.2
Wage and salary dishursements
in manufacturing 20 21 -21 =28 240 (.9 08
TOTAL TRANSFER PAYMENTS 24 1.0 34 61 3.1 27 2.4
Source: Division of General Economic Research 1960) up to May (second quarter) 1960 are aecord
and Policies of the United Nations Secretariat, ing ta {Ec National Burean of Economic Research.
based on data from United States Department of February (first quarter) 1961 is the latest period
Commerce, Survey of Current Business, Business for which data are included in the table
%tatistics and U.S Income and Output (Washington, b Gross national product less change in inven-
C). tories.
= Chenges computed from sessonally adjusted © Final purchases less government purchases of
monthly or quarterly data. For the menthily data, goods and services.
three-month “averages centred on the month of " 4 Production workers only.
business cycle turning point have been used. The ¢ Absolute change in unemployment as a per-
turning point months (July 1953, August 1954, centuge of civilian Iabour force For example, the
July 1957, April 1958 and May 1960) and quarters averages for August 1954 and July 1957 were 6.0
{second quarter 1953, secom quarter 1954, third and 43 per cent, respectively, and the change

quarter 1957, first quarter 1958 and second quarter shown in the table for 1954.1957 is ~1.7
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of final demand has become less vigorous during the
recent cycle, measured from peak to peak, than during
the previous one. In particular, private fixed invest.
ment, and especially investment in machinery and equip-
ment, has expanded less rapidly. owing in part at least
1o the existence of considerable excess capacity

The sethack in 1960 was nevertheless relatively mild,
Gross national product in real terms declined less dur-
ing the first two quarters of reeession than in the cor-
responding period of earlier recessions, and final
demand even recorded a moderate advance. Unemploy-
ment, none the less, rose sharply. The decline of total
output during the second quarter of 1960 was preceded
by a peried of slagnation in tetal manufacturing produc-
tion and of rapidly declining output in the primary
metals sector.

Table 4-4.

Although a number of factors combined to bring the
upswing to an end and to reverse the trend of produc.
tion, its immediate cause was, as noted earlier, a sharp
decline in the rate of inventory accumulation after the
first quarter of 1960 (see table 4-4}. Throughout the
upswing of 1958-1960 inventory movements had strongly
influenced its course. Stockbuilding, for its part, was
affected by the strike in the steel industry in 1959. In
the first half of 1959 inlensive stockbuilding in antiei-
pation of the strike contributed to an acceleration of the
puce of expansion. The strike, which extended over most
of the second half of the year, was accompanied by
inventory liquidation in the durable goods sector. The
settlement of the strike in November 1959 was followed
by an upsurge of inventory investment as steel using
industries rebuilt their depleted stocks of materials, and
restocking also took place throughout the channels of

North America: Gross National Produet and its Major Components, by Quarter, 1958-1960

{Change from preceding quarier; seasonally adjusted annual rates}

Personnl Gross fived
Change consumption investments Balance
Lrogy in Govern- af
Country, unil and period natianal  business Firial Ttesi-  Machinery  ment goods
prodact ineen- demanid . dential ant e prendi- and
fories Tolul Durables Total conghrue-  puip- tures seruices
fianh ment
United States
(billions of 1951 dollars)
1958
Third quarter 8.5 28 57 36 0.3 02 09 —04 1.4 0.4
Fourth quarter 11.2 1 2 70 4.6 26 2.3 16 0.9 15 =13
1959
First quarter 86 39 4T .5 17 2 15 42 —04 =16
Second quarter 11.3 3.4 8.0 6.1 23 2.8 12 1.7 0] -1l
Third quartes —-79 —101 22 0.8  ~0.4 01 -—-08 62 -0 21
Fourth quarte: 2.8 38 —10 20 —-01 -~11 13 05 =20 02
1960
First quarter il4 6.0 5. 20 0.7 08 e 02 3 14
Second quarter 17 -50 67 35 0.1 16 =01 18 07 0.8
Third quarter 2 —42 — =14 =17 — =02 02 — 15
Fourth quarter ‘ -10 =30 20 07 1o —-07 04 -—-06 08 1.2
Canaduac
{(hillions of Canadian dollars at
current prices}
1958
Third guarter 0.30 621 009 028 0.08 —0.08 0.04 —0.04 .16 -0.29
Fourth quarter 0.48 007  0.56 ¢48 010 0.07 008 0.09 wr (). 15
1959
First quartes .56 055 601 032 006 —037 —-007 -008 009 —022
Second quarter 061 024 085 0.16 0.04 030 ~008 026 0.17 0.17
Third quaiter 0.31 (.31 e 6.30 ~004 013 ~-003 015 -021 -0.27
Fourth guarter 044 —028 072 .33 — =000 004 —012 006 .38
1960
First quartes 051 057 —006 —G02 —  =0.08 0.08 005 6.09 012
Second quarter —045 —033 —0.12 048 001 —-053 -024 —016 013 —-030
Thitd quarter 028 056 084 004 —009 012 005 —0.04 021 (.54
Fourth quarter 0.60 635 024 052 0.30 615 —-002 15 009 —0.4d5

Source: Canada, Dominion Bureaun of Statistics, National
Accounts Income and Fxpenditure, fousth quarter and preliminary
annual, 1960 {Otawa}; United States Department of Commerce,
Survey of Current Business, and Economic Report of the President,
Januwary 1961 (Washingtor, D.C)}

# Publie investment included in government expenditure.

U Residential non-farm construction for the United States:
new residential construction for Canada

¢« Changes in gross rational product include
whieh is not shown separstely in the table

“residual error’,
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distribution for durable goods in anticipation of a
strong advance in final demand. When this process came
o an end in the second quarter of 1960, the rate of
accumulation was sharply reduced. Business policies
regarding inventories became more cautious as the year
progressed and the growth of final demand failed to
come up to expectation. By the last quarter of the year
inventory liquidation was wide-spread.

Final demand, which had slackened during the strike,
made a good recovery in the first half of 1960. After the
middle of the year, however, domestic demand in the
private sector declined, further advances in fnal
demand being confined to the public and external sec
tors. The contraction of final demand began with a sharp
decline in consumer expenditure on durables during the
third quarter of the year, and subsequently spread to
business fixed investment,

Personal consumption played an important part
throughout the cycle of 1958.-1960. During the 1957-
1958 recession, personal income had declined little, and
when it began to advance in the second quarter of 1958,
consumer spending, especially on durables, was stepped
up, partly as a result of the early recovery of residential
construction. The tise in personal consumption was
slowed down considerably after mid-1959 with the lev-
elling off of consumer income during the steel strike.
Modest increases in consumer spending during the
second half of 1959 occurred at the expense of personal
saving. The subsequent recovery of income in 1960 was
accompanied by a rise in the rate of personal saving, as
consumption expanded less rapidly than income.

During the second half of 1960 income {rom employ-
ment in the private sector declined steadily in conse-
quence of rising unemployment and a shortening of the
work week. Other income components, including labour
income in the public sector and personal interest income,
continued to advance, and transfer payments played
their stabilizing 1ole. The level of total consumer income
was therefore not aflected by the contraction of the pri.
vate wage and salary bill, but as the buildup of savings
continued in the third quarter of the year personal con-
sumption declined. The relative sluggishness of con-
sumption during the first half of 1960 was a develop-
men! that had not been foreseen. It led in the frst
instance to over-stocking and subsequently contributed
to the sharp decline in the rate of inventory accumula-
tion. Business outlays for plant and equipment, which
had started to recover later than other demand com-
ponents in 1958, continued to rise vigorously in the first
half of 1960, But as the inventory cyele began to turn
downwards and consumer demand slackened, the exist-
ing productive capacity proved more than adequate and
investment programmes were curtailed.

Housing construction in the United States, which had
reached a peak early in 1959, declined continuously
until the second half of 1960. Its level in 1960 was 7 per
cent below that in 1959 and the number of new housing

starts fell by 17 per cent. Tight credit conditions that
prevailed in the latter part of 1959 and duting a good
part of 1960 were the main contributing factor. In
the second half of 1960, the situation in the mortgage
market was eased and borrowing costs were lowered as
a result of government anti-vyclical measures. The
response to these stimuli was, however, not immediate,
But in the fourth guarter of the year there was a sign of
some recovery, as reflected, for example, in the increase
of the number of applications for mortgage backing by
the Federal Housing Administration and the Veterans
Administralion.

During 1959, government expenditure declined,
partly in accordance with the federal programme for
o balanced budget and partly as a resuit of a retarda-
tion of construction by local and federal authorities
during the steel strike, Public construction recovered
early in 1960 and the decline in federal expenditure was
reversed late in the year. Government expenditure there-
fore was a mildly expansionary force in 1960 The pant
played hy the public sector in bolstering demand was
not confined to its own outlays on goods and services.
As noted earlier, transfer payments also advanced rap-
idly, and, in addition, disbursements by the Commeodity
Credit Corporation to farmers increased in the second
half of 1960.

Export demand began to recover in the latter part of
1959, and its vigorous expansion during the first nine
months of 1960 acted as a biake on 1he decline of final
demand. The factors responsible for the recovery are
analysed in a later section.

Variations in demand aflected chiefly industrial pro-
duction in the United States. Total manufacturing pro-
duction rose by 20 per cent from the first quarter of
1958 to the second quarter of 1959. Following the
sethack during the steel strike it recovered by the first
quarter of 1960 to a level slightly above the pre-strike
peak. This level was maintained up to the middle of
the year. The decline of demand during the second half
of 1960 was reflected in a 7 per cent reduction in indus-
trial output between June and December. Qutput of
durable goods contracted mote sharply than the pro-
duction of non-durables, the latter being less affected by
the reduction in inventery accumuiation,

The decline of demand in the United States had seri-
ous repercussions on the steel industiy. After the restock-
ing was completed, orders and output declined rapidly.
The seasonally adjusted production index for the iron
and steel industry declined from 114 {1957 = 100) in
the first quarter of 1960, to 92 in the second quarter,
70 in the third quarter and 68 in the last quarter of the
year. During most of the second half of 1960 capacity
utilization did not exceed 50 per cent.

However, despile the general slackening of demand,
1960 was a relatively good year for the motor-car in-
dustry. Production exceeded the previous year’s level
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by 1.1 million units, but about two-fifths of the rise in
output wenl into inventories which were rebuilt carly
in 1960 and remained high throughout the year. Part
of the rise in sales represented a displacement of foreign
cars, impozis of which declined by about 175,000 units
from their 1959 level.

In Canada signs of recession began to appear in the
first quarter of 1960, when final demand declined as
the result of a reduction in consumer spending and of
a further drop in residential construction which had
been falling since the beginning of 1959, In the second
quarter recessionary tendencies became more wide-
spread, extending to industrial fixed investment and
inventory accumulation. In addition, contractive forces
which began to gain ground in the United States spread
to Canada through the decline in United States import
demand, which was reflected in a sharp drop in Cana-
dian exports in the second quarter of the year. The
rising trend of demand in Canada was sharply reversed
in that quarter and gross national product fell by 1.5
per cent. However, personal consumption showed con-
siderable strength during the downturn in the second
quarter, and it continued Lo rise during the rest of the
year. Although inventory liquidation continued, fixed
investment 1ecovered in the second half of 1960. Tolal
demand consequently began to recover in the third
quarter and continued to advance more rapidly in the
last quarter of the year when the inventory movement
was reversed.

In Canada unemployment increased as enlrants into
the labour force exceeded the growth of employment
opportunities. Total civilian employment recorded only
a brief setback early in 1960, and subsequently resumed
its slow advance. In the United States the decline of
aclivity reduced civilian employment by around ane
million o1 1.5 per cent between June and December
1960, and unemployment rose from 55 per cent to 6.8
per cent of the civilian labour force. The unemploy-
ment rale in this country and the average duration of
unemployment have been higher at each successive
eyclical peak since 1953, as shown in the following
table:

Unemployment and duration of unemployment in the
United States

Unemployment as
percendaye of

pere Average duration
cinilian labony

Penk gquarter of unemployment

Suree {tecks)
1953
Second quarter 23 8.3
1957:
Third quarter . , 39 48
1960:
Second quarter, .. 54 12,5

Source: ‘United Stotes Department of Laber, Monthly Labor
Review (Washington, .C.)

Apart from the lower 1ate of growth in total output,
factors such as shifts in demand and industry Tocation,

technological development including the spread of auto-
mation and changes in population growth alse con-
tributed to the rising rate of unemployment in the
United States. The general decline in coal mining,
sectors of the metal manufacturing industry and the
textile industry has made for much higher than average
unemployment in areas that are heavily dependent on
these industries, Furthermore, the rising trend of the
average age of the labour force which prevailed during
most of the nineteen [fties is in the process of being
reversed, as a result of the high post-war birth-rate. The
number of annual entrants into the labour market has
already begun 1o increase, but the steepest rise is yet
ahead.

Wage increases were mederate both in Canada and
the United States, but their impact on costs became more
marked as activity declined and idle capacity increased
{see table 4-5). Prices in 1960 were relatively stable,
reflecting a decline in the prices of durables offset by
moderate advances in those of non-durable manufac-
tured goods and foodstulfs.

In the United States monetary and credit measures
which had been introduced as early as August 1958 to
check a possible over-expansion, and which had been
tightened in 1959, were reversed after the first quarter
of 1960. Interest rates fell throughout 1960, partly as
a result of two reductions in discount rates from 4 to
3 per cent, undertaken in the summer of 1960, Reserve
requirements of banks were cased in September and
December, and the margin requirements for purchases
of stocks were reduced from 99 to 70 per cent.

During the fiscal year 1959/60 the federal budget
attained a surplus of $1.2 bitlion after a deficit of $124
billion in the preceding fiscal year. The improvement
in the budgetary outcome resulted from rising revenues
during the upswing of activily and from some reduc-
tions in expenditures. The progressivity of the income
tax and lower unemployment compensation disburse-
ments strengthened the cash pesition automatically.
After the first quarter of 1960 these “built-in stabilizers”
slowly began to reverse their course. In the first quarter
of 1961 a number of steps were taken to accelerate the
transfer of purchasing power from the Federal Govern-
ment to consumers.

Residential construction, which had tapered off after
the middle of 1959, was stimulaled in 1960 by measures
leading to a considerable easing of the federally con-
trolled mortgage market. At the beginning of 1961 the
maximum rate on mortgages issued by the Federal
Housing Administration was reduced by one-quarter of
one per cenl. The Federal National Mortgage Associa-
tion increased its sale prices on morigages more than
its purchase prices in order to aftract funds to the
mortgage market. In May 1961, the maximum rate on
federally issued morlgages was again lowered by one-
quarter of ene per cenl. Highway construction was
stepped up in the second half of 1960, and other federal
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Table 4-5. North America: Employment, Production, Wages and Prices, 1958-1960

Canada United Slales
1958 1958 1966 158 1959 1960
Hlem R
First Second Fivat Second
half Ralf Lalf half
Unemployment as percentage
of civilian lzbour forcer 7.1 6.0 66 75 6.8 535 5.2 6.0
(Percentage change [rom preceding period)
Tetal civilian employments —05 28 0.7 06 - 1.0 25 Lo 0.1
Manufacturing produetions =27 70 09 27 —7.3 187 49  -35
Output per man-hour in
manufacturings = . 18 1.8 25 -09 4.2 5.5 55 -—05
Hourly earnings'in manufac-
turing o 31 36 1.6 14 2.9 4.2 2.8 0.4
Consumer prices:
All items ; 26 il 0.1 il 27 0.9 0.6 0.9
Food 30 -08 -12 25 42 =17 02 17

Source: Division of General Beonomic Research
and Policies of the United Nations Secretariat,
based on data from Cenada, Dominion Burcuw of
Statistics, Canadian Statistical Review (Ottawa);

building projects were started earlier than usual, as
funds beeame available,

in Canada, government transfer paymenis in 1960
advanced more sharply than in 1959 as a result of in-
creased disbursements on account of unemployment
insurance benefits, old-age pensions and family allow-
ances. The Government also took measures lo reduce
seasonal unemployment during the winter of 1960/61
by advancing the starting date of the Municipal Winter
Works programme and by extending iis coverage to
include additional types of projects. An easing of credit
was reflected in a decline of interest rales on short-term
securities from a post-war peak late in 1959 to a low
point in September 1960 which equalled that reached
during the recession of 1957-1958.

THE COURSE OF THE EXPANSION IN WESTERN Lunoprr
AND Japan

In western Europe the main {actors sustaining the
expansion in 1960 were business fixed investment, espe-
cially in machinery and equipment, and private con-
sumption The rise in exports, which had contributed
to the expansion in the course of 1959, levelled off after
the frst quarter of 1960. Inventory accumulation ac-
celerated {rom mid-1959 to mid-1960, but subsequently
slackened, except in countries such as the United King-
dom where an involuntary accumulation of stocks of
finished products occuried. The building up of stocks
of intermediate produets and finished goods, which had
enhanced the rise in output in 1959, probably became
less imporlant as an expansionary factor in 1960,

Despite a gereral similarity in the pattern of changes
in demand and supply in the various western European
countries during the upswing of 1958-1960, differences
in timing and in rates of growth in total outpul became

United States Department of Commerce, Survey of

Current Business and United States Department of

Labor, Monthly Labor Review {Washington, D C)
¢ Half-yearly data are sensonally adjusted.

particularly marked in 1960. An indication of these
inter-country differences is provided by the movements
of the index of industrial production which are shown
in table 4-6. In the Federal Republic of Germany, Italy
and the Netherlands, where activity had slackened only
briefly in 1958 and where expansion in 1959 had been
tapid, growth rates in 1960 were once again above the
average for the area. Of the two other countries where
there was also 2 boom in 1959, Denmark did not achieve
any further advance in the rate of expansion in 1960,
and the upswing in Sweden slowed down appreciably,
partly as a result of vigorous government measures to
restrain demand. In the remaining countries, where the
upswing had got under way somewhat later, trends in
total output in 1960 varied. Austria and Nerway re-
corded high rates of growth throughout 1960, but the
expansion in Belgium, France and the United Kingdom,
though appreciable {or the year as a whole, was some-
what irregular.

In the Federal Republic of Germany, the current ex-
pansion had started as an investment boom and had
spread in the course of 1959 to all sectors of Lhe ccon-
omy Towards the end of that year, investment in
machinery and equipment and export demand rose
particularly rapidly. Since the country had experienced
no significant recession in 1958, the continuous expan-
sion in demand led to a shortage of labour and the full
wtilization of productive capacity in many industries
earlier than in other industrial countries. In 1960 the
investment boom continued under the influence of opti-
mislic expeclations in the business sector and the stimu-
lus provided by shortages of labour. Al the same time,
private consumption rose more rapidly than in the two
preceding years, reflecting mainly increases in wages.
Gross nalional product rose by 8.8 per cent in 1960, as
compared with 6.9 per cent in 1959, By the end of 1960,
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Table 4-6. Quarterly Changes in Industrial Production, 1959 and 1960

{Percentage change [rom preceding guarter; seasonally adjusted)

1158 1960
Country First Seeond Third Fourth First Second Third Fourth
puarier quarler dquarier quarier guarler quarier quarler quarler
Austria 1 — g 3 3 1 2 4
Belgium .. — ! 2 5 -1 2 —_ o
Penmark e} 5 4 3 — -1 1 1
Franee . .. .. . — & 2 ] -1 2 4 1
Germany {Federal Republic) H 2 3 5 3 2 — 3
Tialy S 5 =1 3 8 4 2 2 2
Japan . 6 8 7 o g 2 6 4
Netherlands 3 3 1 3 6 5 -3 3
Norway -1 4 1 1 2 4 — 1
Sweden. .. . 2 -1 2 5 1 — 3 1
United Kingdom. . 2 3 3 4 2 1 1 —1

Source: Division of General Economic Research
and Policies of the Usnited Nations Secretarial,
based on data from Organisation fer Ewropean

the pressute on capacily appeared 1o have somewhat
eased as a result of additions to plant and equipment
in the course of the year.

Expansion in the Netherlands had many features in
common with that in the Federal Republic of Germany.
Capacity became rather fully employed before the sum-
mer of 1960 and labour shortages were felt in mosl
sectors. The very strong expansion of 1959 none the less
continued in 1960 with undininished vigour. Substan-
tial wage inercases produced an upsurge of consumer
demand, especially for durables, and the industrial in-
vestment boom which had been in progress sinee mid-
1959 continued for a second year. These laclors more
than offset the slackening of export demand, which had
been an imporlant expansive factor in 1959 and early

in 1960.

In Italy, as in the Federal Republic of Germany and
the Netherlands, the major {actor in the expansion was
industrial investment and eonsumer expenditure on
durables. Since the level of consumption of durables in
lualy is low by European standards, the country’s cur-
rent prosperity has produced an upsurge of demand for
durables thal has become an increasingly important
expansionay factor. Export demand. which had en-
hanced the upswing in 1959 and early in 1960, levelled
ofl in the later part of the year. In contiast lo the ex-
perience of lhe other countries in this group, Italy’s
labour supply remained ample, but the scarcity of
skilled labour in the industrial vegions of the North
hecame mote acute in the course of 1960, Its large man-
power resources enabled Italy to achieve the highest
rate of expansion of industiial eutput in western Lurope.
The Ttalinn Government maintained a somewhat ex-
pansionary policy thioughout 1960, giving free reign
to imports Lo ease any stiain that developed

In Penmark and Sweden the expansion was affected
in varying degree by anti-cyelical policies. In Denmark
the previous year's housing boom was hrought under

Economic Co-operation, General Statistical Bulletin
and from Ministry of International Trade and
Industry, Japan

conlrol in 1960 by a tightening of building restrictions,
and the rise in fixed investment was consequently slowed
down in spite of an acceleration of investment in the
manulacturing sector. The expansion of demand for
consumer durables was also slackening. In Sweden de-
mand pressures had become intense in the closing
months of 1959 and the Government applied a wide
range of restraining measures. Consumption was held
back Iy the introduction early in 1960 of a 4 per cent
sales tux, and fixed investment was aftected by a post-
ponement of public construction programmes and by
eredit restrainds,

In Aus’lriu, Finland and Norway the expansion in
1960 followed more or less the same pattern as thal in
mosi western Furopean countries. There was an up-
surge of fixed investment in the manufacturing sector
accompanied by rapid increases in consumption, par-
ticularly of durables. Total fixed investment in Norway.
however. rose [ess than in the other two countries, owing
to reductions in invesiment in the shipping sector. All
three vountries benefited from good or excellent har-
vests which centributed Lo the grewth of total eutput.

In France the stabilization programme adopted in
December 1958 did not produce an immediate stimu-
lating cftect upon the economy, but the upsurge of ex-
ports led to a vigorous expansion of industrial produc-
tion after the first quarter of 1959, In 1960, while
exports began to level ofl in the spring of the year,
fixed investment and privale consumption expanded to
provide the main stimulus to the economy. For the year
as a whole the gross national product rose substantially
{aster than in 1959, but the increase was significantly
lower than thal of the majority of western Furopean
countries. A relatively low rate of growth was also re-
corded in Belgium. The slackening of export demand,
combined with the eflect of restrictive measures intro-
duzed for balance of payments reasons, curtailed sharply
the expansion of total demand in the latter part of 1960
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In the United Kingdom, the growth of output in 1960
was the highest in a decade The upswing, which had
started at the end of 1938, attained peak rates in the
winter of 1959/60. The growing labour shortage and
pressure on capacily in some key sectors of industry
led the Government lo introduce various measures of
restraint, inciuding a tightening of hire-purchase con-
ditions and of bank credit. Total output levelled off
after the second quarter of 1960, and declined slightly
in the last quarter. The decline in United States import
demand and the deterioration of export earnings in the
averseas sterling area brought the expansion of United
Kingdom exports to an early end, and resulted in a
significant setback to production in expott-oriented in-
dustries, such as the motor-car industry. Import demand
was buoyant throughout 1960 and the United Kingdom
experienced a very subslantial deterioration in its cur-
rent account balance in the second half of the year.

In Japan vigorous expansion continued in 1960; its
1ate of growth was again the highest among the indus-
trial countries. In the second half of 1958 and in 1959
inventory accumulation played the dominant iole in
stimulating expansion in total output. In 1960, a very
substantial increase in investment in machinery and
equipment, reflecting largely the accelerated effort of
the Japanese industries to absorb technological innova-
tions, became the main force in sustaining the conlinued
expansion, This was reinforced by steady increases in
private consumption and exports. Gross national product
rose by 11 per cent in 1960. The average rate of capacity
utilization in manufacturing rose continuously from the
middle of 1958 until the early part of 1960 and sta-
bilized at a level of about 85 per cent during the rest
of the year.

The total volume of fixed investment increased from
1959 to 1960 in all the western European industrial
countries, us well as in Japan. While fixed investment
continued to be the main expansionary force in most
countries, there were significant shifts in the role played
by its various components.

During the 1957-1958 recession and the early phase
of recovery, public investment had been stepped up to
oflset declines in fixed investment in the business sector.
Residential construction has been increasingly used in
the post-war years by governments as a target for
counter-cyclical measures; thus its cyclical pattern has
tended to be the reverse of that of the general business
cyele. The volume of residential construction, which
had bLeen slowed down considerably in 1958 by restric-
tive policies introduced in the later stages of the previous
upswing, was subsequently stimulated by anti-cyclical
measures, and it hecame the most buoyant compenent
of fixed investment in 1959 (see lable 4-7). The boom
in residential construction again slowed down in 1960
in most western European countries. In Denmark, for
example, housing completions levelled off in 1960, re-
flecting chiefly the impact of restrictive measures taken

Table 4-7.  Gross Domestic Fixed Investinent and
its Major Components, 1958-1960¢

(At constant prices; percentuge change from preceding year)

Counlry and ifem 1958 1959 1960

Western Eurape

Gross domestie fixed investment 3 7 10
Machinery and equipment 2 5 13
Housing 1 7 3

Austria
Gross demestic Axed investment 3 4 13

Machinery and equipment 3 3 18
Housing 2 7T

Belgium

Gross domestic fixed investment —5 4 6
Machinery and equipment 7 =2 12
Housing —~23 17 6

Denmark

Gross domestic fixed investment 7 17 11
Machinery and eguipment 7 11 13
Housing —6 28 3

Finland

Gross domeslic fixed investment 1 8 17
Machinery and equipment ) 13
Housing : —-12 5

France

Gross domestic fixed investment 2 — 6
Machinery and equipment 4 -]
Housing . 1 2 3

Germany {Federal Republic)

Gross domestic fixed investment 6 il 12

Machinery and equipment 7 10 i8

! Housing 8 10 —
fraly

Gross domestic fixed investment 1 8 14

Machinery and equipment -6 8 29

Housing. . . 2 7 -1

Netherlandy
Gross domestic fixed investment ~11 13 1l

Machinery and equipment —16 14 15
Housing 5y 6 =2

Norway

Gross domestic fixed investment 5 —d 3
Machinery and equipment g -2 2
Housing L ‘ -7 =1 3

Sweden

Gross domestic fixed investment 9 11 3
Machinery and equipment 8 8 6
Housing a 5 =1

United Kingdom

Gross domestic fixed investment 1 6 9
Machinery and equipment 2 3 6
Housing . . o i} 14 13

Japant®

Gross domestic fixed investment 10 24 27
Machinery and equipmente 48 21
Housing 9 23 8

Source: See table 4-1.

# The difference between changes in gross demestic fixed
investment and those in the sum of the two components indi-
caled reflects offsetting changes in components not shown.
See also footnete a to table 4.2,

b Fiseal year beginning 1 Apeil of year stated

° Fixed investment in manufucturing industry.
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by the Government in February; in Italy house-huilding
declined partly as a result of reduced outlays on public
housing. In Austria, the Federal Republic of Germany
and the Netherlands, however, the housing hoom was
adversely affected by labour shortage and consequently
there was little or no increase in investment in housing
in 1960.

The United Kingdom was the only country where
residential construction continued to advance rapidly in
1960, in spite of credit restriction and a scaling down
of public housing programmes. In France and Norway,
where housing construction had stagnated in 1959, it
began to advance in 1960, as a result of an easing of
eredit in the case of France, and of the abolition of
licensing requiremenis for housing construction in
Norway.

During the early phase of the upturn, business fixed
investment had played only a minor part in stimulating
demand. The increase in investment in machinery and
equipment generally lagged behind that of total invest-
ment in 1959, except in the Federal Republic of Ger-
many, Finland, [taly, the Netherlands and Japan, where
the upturn had begun relatively early. In 1960, how-
cver, business fixed investment, particularly in ma-
chinery and equipment, accelerated throughout western
Europe and Japan, partly in response to the upswing of
final demand and the consequent need for increased
productive capacity. An additional, and perhaps even
more important, contributing factor was the growing
labour shortage which made increased productivity a
prerequisite for further expansion.

In western FEurope inventory accumulation was sub-
stantial, but rates differed from country to country. In
Norway and Sweden additions to stocks in 1960 more

than offset the previous year's decline. Rates of aceumu.
lation also advanced significantly in Dlaly, the Nether-
lands and the United Kingdom. In the United Kingdom,
stockbuilding early in 1960 affected chiefly raw mate-
tials and works in progress, but later in the year there
was some involuntary accumulation of finished products,
notably of passenger cars and other durables, resulting
from falling exports and from declining domestic de-
mand owing to hire-purchase restrictions. In the Federal
Republic of Germany, however, stockbuilding, which
had been an expansionary faclor of some significance
in 1959, slowed down in the course of 1960.

Although personal consumption in the western Euro-
pean countries expanded somewhat less rapidly than
national product in 1960, its accelerated rise in the
latter part of the year gave impetus to the expansion
when the rate of increase of some of the other demand
components began to slacken.

The vigorous advance of consumption in 1960 re-
flected a rapid rise in real personal disposable income
which was associated with rising employment and with
wage increases; in a few counlries increased transfer
paymenis also contributed to the rise in consumer in-
comes (see table 4-8). While increases in consumption
in most countries were in fine with those of disposable
income, in Sweden and the United Kingdom consump-
tion rose more slowly than income. In both countries.
as noted earlier, consumption was held back by govern.
ment measures designed to restrain the growth of
demand.

In the majority of western European countries the
growth of consumption reflected a rapid advance of
expenditure on consumer durables, especizlly on pas-
senger cars, for which there was still some backlog of

Table 4-8. Personal Disposable Income and Personal Consumption, 1958-1960¢

(At constant prices; percentage change from preceding year)

Persongl disposable

Personal consumplion

Counley income Tolal Clothing Daurnllesy
1958 1959 1960 1858 1059 1960 1958 1959 1960 1958 1959 1960
Western Furope o . . 4 5 . . . ) 10 7
Austriag . . 4 5 6 5 7 ~3 5 5 9 7
Belgium L 1 3 -3 5 . - 16 8 . —4 7 .
Denmark 4 7 . 5 6 3] 1 6 8 5 20 10
Finland = . . ) -1 6 8 —4 7 8 —19 14 15 —4 16 9
France. . . ) S — 1 4 — 1 4 -5 e 3 w3 1 7
Germany (Federal Republic) 5 6 7 5 6 8 -2 4 8 7 8 9
Ttal . 3 5 6 1 4 6 13 10 21
Netherlands 2 4 8 1 3 6 -2 4 10 — 9 14
Norway. —7 6 9 — 5 6 -1 10 7 ] 2 10
Sweden.. . . . } 3 6 3 4 2 2 3 i 5 13 -1
United Kingdom 2 b 6 3 4 3 e 4 7 16 20 2
Japan® 6 12 10 6 7 7 2 9 9

Source: See table 4.1

» See footnote @ {o table 4.2.

Y For Belgium, Finland, the Netherlands and Norway, house.
hold durable goods only
¢ Fiscal year beginning 1 April of year stated
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demand (see table 4-9) . The rise in domestic purchases
of passenger cars was facilitated by easier supply con-
ditions in the major producing countiies which resulted
from the decline in exports to the United States and by
the import libesalization measures adepted in the two
preceding years.

Table 4-9. Consumer Expenditure on Motor-cars,
1958-1960+

(Percentage change from preceding year)

Conndry 1958 1959 1960
Austria, o . 14 10 18
Denmark 7 49 22
Finland . —20 47 11
France . . T -4 13
Germany (Federal Republic) 31 e 21
Italy . 7 21 51
Japan . . ‘ . 8 59 75
Netherlands - 13 41 29
Norway 10 4 54
Sweden . . 8 15 3
United Kingdom . 30 16 25

Source: See table 4.1
a Data are generaily bused on sales or registration of new
passenger cars

The rates of increase in expenditure on durables in
1960 varied among countries. In many western Euro-
pean countries it rose more rapidly than in 1959, The
aceelerated rise in France was Lo some extent the result
of an easing of hire-purchase restrictions, which was
put into effect chiefly for the puipose of stimulating
domestic sales of passenger cars to compensate for fail-
ing exports to the United States. The sharp upturn in
this component of demand in Norway was associated
with the elimination of import restiictions on passenger
cars, as well as with the inception of 2 regular television
service. The upsurge of consumption of durables in
Italy and the Netherlands reflecied boom conditions in
both countries; in the Netherlands it was reinforced by
very large increases in wages.

The rates of expansion in consumption on durables
dropped considerably in Denmark, Finland and the
United Kingdoem; in Sweden consumption of durables
for 1960 as a whole actually declined 2 little. It should
be noted, however, that the rise in expenditure on
durables in Sweden as well as in Denmark had been
aceelerated in 1959 by several non-recurrent factors. In
Sweden the announcement of the imposition of a sales
tax as of 1 January 1960 resulted in an upsurge of
purchases in the closing months of 1959, which de-
pressed sales in 1960, Moreover, both Denmark and
Sweden started television broadcasts in 1959, and in
both countries import liberalization also had its greatest
impact in that year.

The acceleration of consumplion was not confined to
durables. In most countries consumer expenditure on
textiles and clothing rose more rapidly than in 1959,

and frequently at 1ates exceeding those for the national
product. The increase in domestic consumption in 1960
gave support to the recovery of the textile industries as
exports to North America and other oversess markets
levelled off. The buoyancy of consumer demand also
stimulated intra-European trade in textiles which ex-
panded by over 30 per cent.

Taken as a whole, total supply and total demand in
the industiial countries have been remarkably well
balanced since 1958. The 1ise in domestic output and
imports has in general been sufficient to meet the in-
creased demand without significant advances in the price
tevel, Most sectors of the econemy benefited from the
tising trend of demand but the bulk of the jnerease in
oulput was accounted for by manufacturing production.
In most countries manufacturing contributed between
50 and 70 per cent of the increase of gross national
product from 1958 to 1960. Agricultural production
generally rose relatively little during the upswing,
while most service industiies continued their steady,
though rather slow, expansion,

Recovery in manufacturing after the 1958 1ecession
generally started in consumer goods and spread grad-
ually to other sectors. In the course of 1959 the main
emphasis shifted to capital goods industries. In 1960
production in consumer goods industiies increased
further in western Europe but at a reduced rate. In most
western Furopean countries output of melals and metal
products rose at peak rates during the second half of
1959 and the Arst half of 1960 (table 4-10). The sub-
sequent slackening of the expansion was partly ai-
tributable to capacity limitations,

The steel industry had a boom year in 1960 with a
13 per cent rise in output, Strong home demand and
rising exports resulted in virtwally full wilization of
capacity. Demand for heavier grades used in construc-
tion and heavy engineering remained strong throughout
1960, while demand for steel sheet and other products
required in the manufacture of consumer durables eased
ofl in the latier part of the year.

Output in metal products industries continued to
expand rapidly, reflecting the high level of fixed in-
vestment and particularly the shift in 1960 towards
machinery and equipment investment. In engineering,
the piclure was somewhat mixed. Output of machine
teols and electrieal equipment 1ose 1apidly, while pro-
duction of consumer durables eased off towards the end
of 19G0 in many countries. The pace of motor-car pro-
duction was slowed down in France and the United
Kingdom by the decline in automobile exports to the
United States. In the United Kingdom, domestic sales
were also adveisely affected hy a tightening of hire-
purchase restrictions in Apiii 1960.

Shipbuilding has continued to be weak in 1960. The
total launchings in 1960 were only some 5 per cent less
than in 1959, but the world total (the centrally planned
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Table 4-10. OEEC Member Countries: Manufacturing Production, 1958-1960+

{Percentage change from preceding period)

19589 1960
Hem First Secand First Second
half hulf kalf half
Total manufacturing production 2.3 3.0 5.7 5.4 2.9
Food, beverages and fobuacco 2.5 0.8 1.6 1.9 1.9
Textiles. .. ; . S —-7.0 0.5 5.6 4.0 —0.9
Chemicals . 6.2 7.7 8.0 8.0 6.1
Base metals —~4.1 2.9 11.4 8.0 1.8
Metal produets 2.1 3.8 6.7 5.0 1.8¢

Source: Organisation for European Economic
Co-operation, General Statistical Bullstin, No. 2
{Paris, 1961}

economies excluded) for gross tonnage under construc.
tion or on order declined about 20 per cent during 1960.
The average capacity utilization probably did not ex-
ceed 70 per cent in 1960, as against some 80 per cent
in 1958,

Depression continues also in coal mining, but the
situation did not deteriorate further during 1960. The
sharp decline in consumption of solid fuels in western
Europe in 1958-1959 was halted in 1960 and turned to
a slight increase as a result of the growth of steel pro-
duction and of the increased needs of power stations.
Output of coal declined somewhat from 1959 to 1960.
but the large pithead stocks were considerably reduced.

For the textile industries, the period from 1959 to
mid-1960 was one of strong recovery, but thereafter the
rate of growth slowed down. The rise was largely ac-
counted for by man-made fibres, which have become
increasingly popular in various uses. The chemical in-
dustry has been the most buoyant of the major sectors
of manufacturing throughout the 1958-1960 business
cycle; ils production has risen more than twice as fast
as total industrial production in the last four years. The
greatest increases have been recorded for plastic and
other synthetic materials.

The development in labour markets varied consider-
ably in 1959 according to the timing and vigour of the
upturn of activity in the individual western European
countries. In several countries the decline of employ-
ment had continued in the first half of the year, and it
was not arrested until late in 1959 or the early months
of 1960. In 1960, however, employment was generally
rising (table 4-11), and in some cases unemployment
was reduced to the point where a shortage of labour
began to slow down the expansion in some sectors.

Labour markets gradually became tight in Austria,
Denmark, the Federal Republic of Germany and the
Netherlands, while Finland, Norway, Sweden and the
United Kingdom experienced specific shortages of
skilled workers in most industries. At times the number
of unfilled vacancies approached or excecded the num-
ber of unemployed. In France and Belgium, where the

» Data are seasonally adjusted.

b July-November.

upswing began later, the supply of labour was adequate
even in 1960. The total supply of labour remained
ample in Italy and Japan, enabling both countries to
achieve exceptionally rapid increases in industrial
production.

The distribution of changes in employment among
industries has in the last three years shown both secular
and cyclical traits. Commercial and service trades have
usually increased their employment at least partly at
the expense of agriculture, coal mining and, in the
highly industrialized countries, manufacturing. Within
manufacturing, there has been a shift in employment
towards rapidly growing branches like chemicals, while
the relative decline in textiles has continued. The higher
demand for investment goods and consumer durables
has made it possible for the metal manufacturing,
mechanical engineering and allied industries to acquire
an increasing share of the available workers. In these
branches the employment increases were generally sub-
stantially greater in 1960 than in 1959 in spite of the
growing shortage of labour.

During the present cycle as in earlier ones, employ-
meint changed less than production. To some extent this
can be explained by variations in the average work week.
In Denmark, Norway and Sweden the standard working
time was reduced at the beginning of 1959, and in most
countries the number of hours was limited by collective
contracts to a greater extent in the boom years 1959 and
1960 than during the recession.

In a few western European countries a lower net
emigration in 1939 and 1960 helped to increase the
supply of labour. The increased use of workers from
southern Europe has alleviated manpower shortages in
France and the Federal Republic of Germany. In
Sweden, about one-fourth of the one per cent increase
in the labour force in 1960 was also accounted for by
net immigration.

Wages in manufacturing had risen at a declining rate
in 1958 in almost all industrial countries. Because of
the inherenl inertia in wage structures, the rate of in-
crease in most countries in 1959 was similar te that of
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Table 4-11. Employment and Unemployment, 1958-1960

Tolel civilinn employment

{pereentage change from
carrespondinyg period of preceding year)

Counltry and pariod

Unemployment»
{nereentege)

1958 1959 1960 1958 1959 1950
Ausiria
January-Tune o 0.8 12 22 6.6 6.2 4.8
July-December . . . 0.1 15 19 4.1 3.4 26
Belgium
January-June —11 99 . 8.7 114 8.8
July-December. ’ - 8.3 76 6.2
Denmark
Tanuary-June 118 7.2 5.0
July-December . } 1.1 5.2 40 { T4 5.0 36
Finland
January-June _10 {—O 3.1 32 2.6 2.0
July-December . . )2 5.0 3.0 18 11
France
January-Tune _ 22 —17 0.2 1.0 1.6 16
July-December. . 03 —1.3 08 0.8 12 1.0
Germany (Federal Republic)
lanuvary-June . 04 31 2.4 38 2.2 1.0
July-December . .. . 26 31 14 3.2 16 09
Italy
lanuary-Tune . - . 1.7 9.4 9.2 8.4
July-December - 23 22 2.4 B.7 82 7.5
Japan
January-June . 1.2 03 19 4.5 4.3 3.4
July-Pecember . . 0.1 08 2.1 4.1 29 2.4
Nc}{herlands
anuary-June _ 26 2.2 14
July-December . } 04 2.0 20 {2‘.‘2 16 1.0
Norway
Tanuary-June. . 0.1 02 14 26 26 20
July-December o =11 08 16 2.0 1.8 1.3
Steeden 6 L8
January-June. . 32 2, .
July-December. } o 0.5 20 {1.8 14 09
United Kingdom
January-June . -0.4 =01 17 2.1 2.6 19
July-December (.7 11 18 24 20 16

Source; Division of Genecrel Economic Research
and Policies of the United Nations Secretariat,
based on data from Statistical Qffice of the United
Nations, Monthly Bulletin of Stetistics, snd from
national sources.

s Dats generally refer to the ratio of registered

1958, and lower than the rate of increase in output per
man-hour {see table 4-12 and chart 4-1}. The tighten-
ing of labour markets in western Luropean countries
speeded up wage increases in 1960. In 1958 and 1959
wage cost per unit of output developed favourably in
almost all countries as a result of higher capacity wiliza-
tion and the comparatively slow increase in wages. In
1960 it declined more slowly o1 increased as capacity
hecame more fully utilized.

A distinguishing feature of the recent upswing and
boom was the relative stability of prices (see table

applicants for work ar of surveyed unemployed to
tge total civilian labour foree or to the civilian
labour force available for hire. They are not, how.
ever, comparable among countries owing to differ.
ences in definition.

4.13). Prices generally increased only moderately in
cach of the years 1958 to 1960 and less than during the
corresponding phases of the preceding cycle. In several
instances the increases were due to fortuitous factors
such as poor harvests in 1959 or policy measures aimed
at casing direct economic controls, The recent trend
towards greater price stability reflects an improving
halanece between supply and demand in the industrial
countries. The gradual disappearance of shorlages and
inflationary expectations has made precautionary stock-
piling of raw materials less necessary and, at falling
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Table4-12. Cost Components and Wholesale Prices
of Manufactured Goods, 1938.1960

(Percentage change from preceding year)

Import Wholesule
Hourly Jprrices of prices of
Counlry and year carnings raw muanufactured
malerialss goon

Austria

1958 .. 6 11

1959 . 8 -3

1960 .. . ‘ 10 13
Belgium

1958 5 —11 —4

1959 2 —1 -1

1960. . 4 4. 3
Denmark

1958. 4 -12 -1

1959, a — 6 -

1960 7 6 2
Finland

1958 5 14 10

1959, 6 —6 —

1060 . 6 2 2
France

1958, . ‘ 120 o 1], 7

1959 . o 6t 2 7

1960 ... . . T 6 4.
Germany {Federal Republic)

1958 S ? 7 —11 1

1959, - 6 -3 ~

1960 . . 9 4 1
lialy

1958 4 -10 w3

1959 2 ) -2

1960 5 6 ]
Japan

1958 — 13 -7

1959 . 7 -1 1

1960 8 5 +
Netherlands

1958 3 -7 —2

1959 2 -3 —

1960. 8 2 e
Norway

1958, 4. —-

1959 . 9 e

1560 4 -1 2
Sweden

1958. 6 —7 .

1959, 4 —6 —

1960 . . 6 6 2
United Kingdom

1958 ‘ 4 —13 1

1959 . 4 — —

1960 .. . a 3 1

Source: Division of General Economic Research and Policies
of the United Nations Secretariat, bused on data from Statistical
Office of the United Nations, Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, from
Organisation for European Economic Co-operation, General
Statisticel Bulletin, and [rom national sources.

* Unit values, The commodity coverage of national data
varies; fuels and lubricants are generally excluded.

¥ Hourly wage rates,

prices, even undesirable. In western Europe, the liberal-
ization of trade may also have restrained producers and
employees from increasing prices and wages to an extent
that might impair the competitive position of their
industries.

As the expansion gathered momentum in 1959 and
1960, policies of varying, but generally increasing, re-
straint were applied in the majority of western European
countries and in Japan. As in the preceding upswing,
the main emphasis in 1959 and 1960 was on monetary
and credit measures. The discount rate, which had been
widely and effectively used before 1958 as a regulator
of domestic activity and which was so used again in
1959-1960, proved a rather inflexible policy instrument
in the 1ecent upswing in view of its undesirable impact
on the international flow of funds.! New methods of
credit control have therefore been applied in some coun-
tries in the recent past. Fiscal and budgetary policies
have also been increasingly used in conjunction with
monetary measures to regulate the pace of economic
activity.

In the United Kingdom, money markets were casy
during 1959, but in the first half of 1960 credit policy
was tightened. Not only was the discount rate raised in
two instalments but the liquidity of the banks dimin-
ished by a new system of special deposits, and hire-
purchase restrictions which had been discontinued in
October 1958 were reimposed. Budget policy aimed at
neutrality from a cyclical point of view. Some taxes
were reduced, however, as a means of moderating wage
claims. Partly as a result of the tightening of credit, the
index of industrial production levelled off after April,
having risen by about 10 per cent in the preceding
twelve months. In spite of continuing pressure in various
sectors of the economy and a deterioration in the cur-
rent account balance, the discount rate was reduced late
in 1960. The purpose of this step was to narrow the
differential between United States and British rates, but
the stimulating effect on output was a favourable by-
product. Falling exports of automobiles induced the
authorities to ease hire-purchase restrictions at the
beginning of 1961.

In the Federal Republic of Germany, almost exclusive
reliance on monetary measures did not succeed in check-
ing the very strong expansion of credit in 1960 because
of the inflow of short-term funds. To stem this inflow
the central bank followed the United Kingdom in re-
ducing the discount rate in November 1960 and January
1961. The revaluation of the Deulsche mark by 4.75
per cent in March 1961 was expected to reduce domestic
demand pressure and simultaneously reverse the inflow
of funds. Budgetary developments had no noticeable
effecl on domestic demand. To reduce pressure in the
construction sector, restrictions were placed on public
building in the second quarter of 1960.

! For a discussion of the impact of monetary poliey on externai
balances. see page 157 below
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Chart 4-1.  Employment, Qutput and Wage Cost, 1958-1960

(Percentage change from corresponding quarter of preceding year; three.quarter moving averages)
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Table 4-13.

Consumer Price Indices, 1958-1960

(Percentage change from preceding year)

Al items Food
Cotntry

15y 1558 1060 1958 1559 1960
Austria Z 1 A 1 e 2
Belgium i 2 s 1 1 1
Denmark 1 2 1 2 5 1
Finland 7 2 3 5 2 4
France . . . i 7 4 19 3 4
Germany (Federal Republie) 4 2 2 3 2 2
Ttaly . ‘ 3 — 3 q 3 i
Japan . -] 2 q g ] 4
Netherlands 2 2 3 — 2 3
Norway 5 2 — 8 2 -1
Sweden . . . 5 1 3 3 2 7
Urited Kingdom 3 1 1 2 1 -1

Source: Division af General Evonomic Research and Palicies of the United Nations Seeretarial, based
on duta from Statistical Office of the United Nations, Monthly Bulletin of Statistics

The timing of the French cycle, which differed from
that of other European countries, also affected the
timing of economic policy measures. The rate of dis-
count was fowered both in 1959 and late in 1960, Pio.
duction was given a variely of credit stimuli in 1960.
Fiscal policy which had been rigorous in 1959 hecame
somewhat less restrictive in 1960, In response Lo a fall
in car exports, hire-purchase restiictions were eased in
Octoher 1960. Reductions in public price contiol led to
increases in French housing costs and food prices hoth
in 1959 and 1960 In Daly, the emphasis was on ex-
pansion threughout 1959 and 1960: an uninterrupted
growth seemed feasible in view of larze manpewer
1esaurces.

Among the smaller western Luropean countiies.
Austria, Belgium and Finland relied mainly on cential
bank pelicy in controlling cxpansion. In Denmark.
monetary measutes were supplemented by lax 1edue-
tions lo lorestall inflationary wage increases and by
extensive Jimitations of residential and road construe-
tion. In Norway and Sweden, the relatively easy credit
conditions during 1959 were tightened at the beginning

Developments in

TRENDS IN TRADE

The omstanding featre of the tiade of industiial
countries in 1900 was its resiliency in the face of the
contractive inlfuences emanating from the United States.
In conirast to the situation in 1957-1958. when the
North American recession had its counterpart in a
marked slackening of the pace of expansion in western
Iluropean countries and Japan. the 1960 recession re-
mained corfined to the United States and Canada. The
imports of olher industrial countiies, instead of de-
clining simultaneously with those of the United Stales
as they had done dwing the previous recession, con-

of 1960, mainly by raising the liquidity requirements
of menctary institutions. The Norwegian authorities
tricd 1o modily wage demands by higher food subsidies
at the beginning of 1960. In Sweden, a general turnover
lax of 4 per cent, which became eflective on 1 January
1960, absoirbed some purchasing power from the con-
sumer. At the end of the year considerable lax redue-
tions were offered 1o firms for funds temporarily
sterilized with the central bank. Public construction was
cuttailed in favour of industrial investments,

In the Netherlands the supply of productive resources
became so shiained that tax concessions 1o investment
were reduced in May 1960, The Netherlands was also
the only countiy to tighten the hire-purchase market in
the autumn of 1960, In June 1959 the Government in-
troduced a more Hexible system of controlling wages,
which look inte account the praductivity of individual
enterprises. It would seem o he less of an obstacle to
substantial inereases in eavnings than the old scheme of
aniform wage revisions, judging by the experience of
it during 1960 Controlled rents and food prices were
alse allowed Lo rise towards a free market level .

trade and payments

tinued Lo advance al an increasing rate in 1960, Thus,
despite the deciine in the imports of North America,
the combined imports of industrial countries rose by
=ome 12 per cent from 1959 1o 1960, attaining a record
icvel of 882 billion {1able 4-14}.

Although the expansion of exports {rom western
Furope slackened considerably during the course of
1964}, thelr level for the year as a whole was 14 per cent,
or seme 86 billion above that of 1950, At the same time,
the aceelerated vise of the import demand of western
Europe and Tapan led to a vigorous recovery of exports
from Nerth America, which increased hy 15 per cent
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Table 4-14. Value, Quantum and Unit Value of Trade and Change in Official Gold
and Foreign Exchange Reserves, 1957-1960, by Region

Value of tewde Quanlum Unil value
Change in
Reglon and year Exports Imports Balance rezerves® Erporls Amporls Bxporls Imports
(billtons of dollars) (Endices, 19858 =100)
North Americat
1957 246 20.6 4.0 0.8 114 100 101 104
1958. . 21.4 198 16 —-29 160 100 100 100
1959 217 23.0 1.3 —1.6 100 117 101 99
1960 249 22,4 2.5 —3.0 114 113 101 100
Western Europer
1957 .. . 40.6 47.3 -0,7 0.9 98 g9 103 108
1958 40.4 44.2 —3.8 3.6 100 100 100 100
1959 43.7 46.7 3.0 19 113 110 96 97
1960 500 55.3 —5.3 4.4 127 130 98 97
Japan
1957 28 4.3 -15 0.4 96 122 107 115
1658 29 3.0 —~0.2 03 100 100 100 160
1959 . 3.4 3.6 —-0.1 0.5 119 126 100 95
1960 oo 41 4.5 —0.4 05 132 157 104 92
All industrial
countries
1957 68.0 72.2 et 2 1.3 103 160 102 106
1958 64.7 67.0 —~24 1.0 100 100 100 100
1959, . 68.8 73.3 gD 0.8 109 112 98 96
1960. . 79.0 82,2 -3.2 19 124 126 99 96

Source: Division of General Economic Research
and Policies of the United Nations Secretariat,
based on data from Orpanisation for European
Economic Co-operation, General Statistical Bulletin,
and from official national sources.

» Data for 1959 exclude transfers to the Inter-
natioral Monetary Fund in connexion with quota
increases. Totals for North America include short-

or $3.2 billion. These advances, together with a sub-
stantial rise in the exports of Japan added up to an
increase of $10 billion for the combined exports of
industrial countries. The rate of increase of 15 per cent
was the highest for any single year since the beginning
of the nineteen hfties.

The trade balances of industrial countries reflected
the inter-country differences in the phasing of the cycle,
which were noted earlier. In western Europe, where
imports rose rapidly throughout the vear, the trade
balance deteriorated progressively as the expansion of
exports slackened. In the full year 1960, the import
balance was $2.3 billion larger than in 1959. This de-
terioration had its counterpart in an improvement of
the balance of North America by $3.8 billion {on a
c.i.f. basis). Of this, 83.6 billion was accounted for by
the balance of the United States. While the trade halance
shifted in favour of North America and against western
Europe and Japan, its impact on reserves was offset by
a change in the opposite direction of the capital balance.
Thus, western Furope was able to accumulate reserves
in 1960 at a substantially higher rate than in the pre-
vious year. But in North America the outflow of both
long-term and shortterm capital led to a net loss of
gold and dollars which exceeded that of 1959. These

term liabilities of the United States to foreign
official institutions.

b Excluding “'special category” experts of the
United States.

© In this table and in subsequent tshbles in this
chapter, the term western Europe refera to OEEC
countries,

developments in the balance of payments are further
examined in a later section.

The 1959-1960 upswing proceeded without any major
change in either export or import prices of industrial
countries {table 4.14}. Despite the growing pressure on
capacity in western Europe and wage increases in all
the industrial countries, their export prices advanced
only fractionally in 1960. Import prices, after a limited
increase in the latter part of 1959 and the early months
of 1960, eased off in the course of the year. As their
average level in 1960 was the same as in 1959 there was
little change in the terms of trade, which had shifted
in favour of industrial countries both in 1958 and 1959.
The absence of any deterioration in the terms of trade
during a2 major boom reflected mainly developments in
world markets for primary products. The expansion of
capacily in the primary producing sector in response
to shortages and high prices during the early post-war
years had exceeded the long-term growth of demand
for primary products, especially after 1953, when the
growth in the United States slowed down appreciably.
The 1957-1958 recession had led to a considerable in-
crease in the accumulation of inveatories in producing
countries and further weakened commodity prices in
the woirld markets. These trends were, however, not
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reversed by the upswing in industrial countries during
the period 1958 to 1960 partly because the recovery of
United States and western European import demand did
not coincide in time. The expansion of North American
imports from primary producing countries attained
peak rales around the middie of 1959, while western
European imports only advanced relatively slowly; and
when the imports of western Europe and Japan ac
celerated in the last quarter of 1959 and the beginning
of 1960, United States imports began to {all off. Com-
modily prices recovered somewhat around the turn of
the year 1959, but even at that time only a few com:
modities, notably rubber, tin and jute, regained their
pre-recession levels. Alter the hrst quarter of 1960 com-
modity prices resumed their downward course, as the
following figures indicate:

Import prices of QOEEC countries
(1957 =100)

Foodsiuffs Rawr miaterials

1959:

First quarter . 92 96

Second quarter : 92 98

Third quarter o 93 98

Fourtl: quarter 92 99
1960:

First quarter 90 101

Second quarter - 9] 99

Third quartes 91 a0

Fourth quarter 88 93

Source: Organisation for European Economie Cr.operation,
Ceneral Statistical Bulletin, March 1961,

The large advance of the level of trade of industrial
countries from 1939 o 1960 reflected primarily the
rapid expansion of trade, which began in the latter part
of 1959 and atlained peak rates in the first quarter of
1960. The rate of expansion slackened considerably
thereafter, and in the second hall of the year it was
less than half the rate for the first quarter {for hoth
exporls and imporis (see lable 4-15). While the growth
of all trade flows slackened, the decline of exports lo
North America, which occurted after the first quartes
of the year, was the most important single factor ae-
counling for the retardation.

The contribution of the various markets to changes
in the trade of industrial countries over the entire eyele
from 1957 to 1960 is shown in lable 4-16. Three {acts
are clearly indicated by these data: the steady growth
of demand In western Europe, hoth in 1959 and 1960,
in contrast to the relatively large variations in the North
American market; the high elasticily of import demand
in industiial countries, notably of their demand for
products enlering their mutual trade, and the lagaing
growth over the enlire cycle of the imports of primary
preducing countries compared with those of industrial
countries,

The rise in the importts of western European coun-
tries—hy 18 per cent from 1959 to 1960—affected, in

the first place, the area’s imports from North America,
which rese by nearly two-fifths. and, secondly, intra-
European trade, which advanced by 18 per cent. The
lise in the imports of western Lurope from primary
producing countries, which averaged almost 13 per
eenl, in terms ol quantum was appreciable, but much
of il occurred in the first quarler of the year, when
manufacturers throughout Europe were rebuilding in-
ventories. Thereafter it slackened considerably.

The decline in the import demand of North America
aftected all its trading partners in some degree. Al
though it was relatively slight—3.5 per cent on the
average for the year, imports fell from a pesk in the
fivst quarter of 1960 to well below their previous year’s
level in subsequent quarters. The year-to-year decline
averaged 5 per cent {for imports from weslern Lurope
andt 3.5 per cent for the mutual trade of Canada and
the United States; but since imports from Japan con-
tinued 1o advance, the total decline of imports from
industiial countries was of the order of 3 per cent. The
decline in imports {from primary producing countries,
which began as early us the first quarter of 1960, was
somewhat larger.

The imports of primary producing countries began
lo recover in the latter parl of 1959 and continued to
vise in 1960, The revival of imporl demand in primary
producing countries gave support to the expansion of
expotts from western Eurepe and Japan, and it con-
Itibuted to some extent 1o the recovery of United States
exporls. However. as the tise in the exports of primary
producing countries slowed down in the course of 1960,
their import demand slackened. The average rate of
inciease of exports to them was 11 per cent, cumpared
to a 15 per cent rise in the mutual brade of industrial
countries. Over the enlire upswing since 1958 the dis-
parily was even grealer

THE EXPANSION OF TRADE IN WESTERN LUROPE
ann Jaran

It was noted carlier that the upswing of 1958-1960,
in contrast to that of 1953-1957, proceeded without sig-
uifieant price inereases and that supply proved adequate
to meet the rising demand The abgence of inflationary
mice developments reflected a combination of factors,
including the refative stability of 1aw material prices
since 1958 A factor of varying but generally very con.
stderable importance, which contributed to the main-
lenanee of domestic balance. was the very rapid advance
in the quantum of imports. During the cyclical upswing
of 1953-1957, balance of payments considerations had,
in most countries, placed a Hmit on the extent 1o which
imports could be permitted to expand in response to the
tise in domestic demand; the growing pressure on
domestic resources was consequently reflected in rising
pices.

By the end of 1958, the external halance and foreign
exchange reserves of most western European eountries



148

Panr 11

CURRENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS

Table 4-15.

Quantum of Trade by Areas of Destination and Origin, 1958-1960

(Percentage change from corresponding period of preceding year)

Ezporis Io Imporls from
Area and period World Naorth Wealern l'ndfarirrinf pﬁ&mﬁ; Eastern World pfurcﬂ‘g;%
Amerfca Europe countrics couniries Europet counlries
North Americas
1059, . — g -1 5 w7 16 8
1959;
Third quarter 4 8 7 8 -3 22 17
Fourth quarter 4 8 9 10 —6 10 2
1960:
First quarter 20 11 43 27 6 7 o
Secon?l quarter 13 w7 46 16 8 —3 -1
Third quarter .. 13 -10 a6 15 10 —7 -5
Fourth quarter. 14 e § 31 12 15 —11 —4
Western Europe
1959 . 13 37 16 20 1 12 10 6
1959:
Third quarter 12 40 16 20 -2 i5 10 5
Fourth quarter 16 23 23 23 3 26 15 10
1960:
Tirst quarter 25 22 27 26 21 40 25 24
Second quarter 11 -11 17 11 10 34 17 11
Third quarter 10 —17 17 i0 8 23 17 14
Fourth quarter. 6 —14 12 7 4 12 12 4
All industrial countriess ©
1959 9 22 13 16 | 10 12 3
1959:
Third quarter 10 23 14 17 ! 16 14 10
Fourth quarter 13 16 19 19 2 27 15 10
1966:
First guarter 23 i6 30 26 15 46 22 16
Second quarter 12 -7 22 13 i0 37 11 8
Third quarter 11 —1l 20 11 10 25 11 9
Fourth quarter 9 -9 16 9 8 20 6 2

Source: See table 4.14
» Including Japan.

b Exports {rom North America to eastern Lurope are included

in the total but are not shown separately because of extreme
variations in the small amounts of this trade.
o fixcluding “special category” exports of the United States

Table 4-16. Demand for Exports in Major Areas of Destination, 1958-1960

{(Percentage change {rom preceding year)

Area of desitnalion

Primary
Ttem North America Western Europe producing counfries

958 4959 1960 1958 {950 1960 1958 1950 1960

Change in demand» -10 62 25 18 41 60 —24 78 37
Quantum of exports

Area of origin:

Industrial eountries e 22 -3 — 13 22 -2 -1 11

Western Europe 11 37 =5 -1 15 18 4 1 11

North America — 9 —4 -17 -1 39 -1 -7 7

Japan. 18 49 6 6 i0 42 -3 6 il

Source: See table 4.14.
a2 For North America and western Europe, change
in gross national product; for primary producing
countries, change in import ecapacity-~that is,
value of merchandise exports from primary pro-

ducing countries plus inflow of foreign capital and
grants minus net payments {or services, the total
being divided by unit value of imports of primary
producing countries.
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had been sulliciently strengthened to allow imports to
rise lo the extenl required for the maintenance of do-
mestic halance. Import demand did in fact rise sub-
stantially faster during the two years of expansion
following the sethack of 1958 than in the corresponding
period of the preceding upswing (table 4.17) . The con-
tribution of imports towards meéting the rise in domestic
demand in 1959 and 1960 exceeded substantially that
of the previous eyelical peak of 1956 or 1957 as the
following ratios of increments in imports to lhose in
total domestic demand?® indicate:

1955 1o 1956 .. . w020
1956 1o 1957 . . L . 0.28
1957 10 3958 . .. . e e 009
1958 10 1959 .. e e . 045
1959 to 1960 . . . 048

The greater buoyancy of total import demand in 1959
and 1960 than in the previous upswing was primarily
accounted for by demand for manufactures As table
4-17 shows, aparl from some differences in the liming
ol its advance, import demand for industrial materials
tollowed a similar course in both cycles, but the import
coeflicient for manufactines rose substantially faster
both in 1959 and 1960 than in the corresponding stages
of the previous cycle. In 1959 manufactures accounted
for the major part of the increase in non-food imports;
and their accelerated rise in 1964, together with the
eyclical upswing of raw malerial imports. resulted in
an unpreeedented advanee in imports.

The unusual vigour of the rise in western Europe's
imports of manufactures both in 1959 and 1960 was
partly attributable to the fact that the 19591960 up-
swing was preceded and accompanied by the dis
mantling of payments restrictions and a subslantial

2 Fhis is cqual to the sum of personal consumption, public
consumption and gross domestic capital formation, in constant
prices

Table 4-17.

liberalization of imports of industrial products {rom
other European countries and the United States. Con-
sequently rising domestic demand was allowed for the
first time in post-war years to exerl more {ully its im-
pact on the external seclor. Moreover, the transilion to
relatively unrestricled trade and payments itself tended
to enhance imports especially in 1959, through the effects
of some backlog of demand for previously restricted
items, invenlory purchases by distributors of newly
available producls and similar temporary factors. Fur.
thermore, defiveries of long-lead ftems, {or which orders
had been placed in consequence of import liberaliza-
tion, became more substantial in the latter part of 1959
and especially in 1960, This was notably true of imports
of United States capital equipment. The expansion of
trade within Europe, which consists primarily of manu-
factures, was also enhanced by the establishment of the
Luropean Lconomic Community al the beginning of
1959 and by the acceleration of its integration time-
table in 1960.

The timing of the 1ecovery of 1aw materials imports
varied to some extent with the upturn of production in
individual countries. For western Furope as a whole,
imports rose slowly up to the middie of 1959, The ex-
pansion accelerated in the last quarter of 1959 and
attained peak rates during the Arst half of 1960, The
rapid rise of raw materials imports in 1960 reflected
not only the growing consumption of manulacluring
industry, but also the rebuilding by manufacturers of
their raw material stocks. Variations in rates of inven-
tory aceumulation generally account in large part for
the eyclical instability of the raw materials fmporis of
western European countries. In periods of slackening
demand for their producls, manufacturers tend lo let
their inventories run down, replenishing them as activity

Western Eurepe: Indieators of Import Demand, 1953-1960

Tmpocis ay percentuge of

yross acdionel prodivets

Tnyporls ey perecntuge of components
of total domestic erpendifures

Yeur Cupitul {Mher Afgehigery Terliles
Total Food Indusirial i - e Cansimer and

maderinlse ment Saetures! eynripment drriehies clothing
1953 155 4.3 7.1 1.7 24 20 4 4.6 6.2
1954 160 4.0 b 16 29 192 2.4 6.7
1955 17.6 4.4 83 18 31 189 5.6 6.8
1956 175 4.6 79 Y 31 202 5.7 6.9
1957 17.8 33 83 1.9 3.2 210 5.8 7.4
1958 17.5 15 T 1.9 3.4 06 6.1 7.0
1959 186 4.5 8.0 2.0 1.0 215 6.9 80
1966 20.6¢ 4.4 8.9 24 4.3 210 9.1

Source: Sece table 4.14.

* At 1954 prices.

¥ At currend prices.

* Crude materials, fuels and base metals
¢ Exeluding base metals

v Bused on date for countries and commodities
listed in table 4-19

U Imports for full year 1960 Components are
based on annual rate far January-September and
do not add up to total
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picks up.” This was the case in 1958 when 1aw materials
imports fell sharply although manufacturing activity
was maintained. The decline in imports was enhanced
by the fact that recession had set in at a time when stocks
of raw materials, built up alter the Suez crisis, were
exceptionally high in many of the European countries.
For this reason several countries did not begin to rebuild
inventories until the latter part of 1959, when the up-
swing of activity was already well under way. After the
middle of 1959, inventory purchases combined with the
rising current requirements of manufacturing industry
to produce correspondingly high rates of increase in
imports, which were maintained up to the middle of
1960. Thus, as chart 4-2 indicates, the fluctuations of
raw materials imports considerably exceeded those of
total manufacturing production,

Both the decline and subsequent recovery of raw
materials imports were enhanced during the 1957-1960
cycle by conditions in the textile industry which is a
large consumer of imported materials. The recession of
1958 was more severe in the textile industry than in
other branches of manufacturing, and recovery did not
gather momentum until the latter part of 1959. Since
textile fibres account for between one-quarter and one-
third of the imports of raw materials other than fuels
of western Luropean countries, the development of de-
mand for textiles has a considerable impact on total
imports of industrial materials.

During the two yea1s following the recession of 1958,
imports of manufactures by western European countries
increased by over two-fifths in texms of quantum, nearly
three times as fast as manufacturing production in the
area. In 1959, the impetus to the expansion came pri-
marily from rising consumption expenditure, notably
on durables; and, as noted earlier, it was reinforced by
trade liberalization and the impact of European integra-
tion movements. In 1960 when an industrial investment
boom of major proportions developed throughout most
of western Europe, the emphasis in the further advance
of imports shifted towards capital equipment; at the
same Hme, impoits of durables, notably of passenger
cars, increased at an accelerated pace. The 1ise in im-
porls of miscellaneous manufactures, on the other hand,
slackened in 1960 after the initial post-liberalization
spuit of import demand had spent itself (see table 4-18).

Throughout the post-war period, demand for durables
was extremely buoyant in western European countiies,

3The following data illustrate the development of manufac.
surers accumulation of inventories of raw materials over the
1957.1960 eycle in the United Kingdom:

(Millions of pounds sterling, in 1954 prices, Cyuar!ers or quarterly

rates; seasonally adfusted}
1959 1960
19457 14958
First Second First Secand
half half half half
12 w21 2 19 38 56

Source: National Institute of Economic and Social Research,
National Institute Economic Review (London, March 1961},

Chart 4-2. Changes in Manufacturing Production
and Imports of Raw Materials, 1954-1960

(Percentage change from corresponding quarter of preceding
year; three-quuarter moving averages)

25—

‘Westarn Evropa

; | | | | ]
1954 1955 1956 987 1958 1959 1940

eeemeeae Manufacturing production
Source: See table 414,

Imparts of raw materials

and it exerted considerable pressure on both domestic
resources and external balances, especially during
peiiods of rising activity. Restrictions on imporls were
generally severe, and up to 1957 liberalization had made
relatively slow progress. Consequently, the shift in
policy towards freer trade, which occurred in 1958 and
1959, was bound to have a very considerable impact on
imports of commodities, such as passenger cars and
other major durables, which had remained subject to
stringent quotas in most of the European countries. As
early as 1958, when demand for durables was relatively
slack, imports advanced rapidly in the wake of the first
liberalization measures and accounted in large part for
the modest rise in imports of manufactures in that year.
Importsaccelerated in 1959 as liberalization progressed,
notably among the members of the European Economic
Communily, and attained peak 1ates in 1960, when im-
ports of passenger cars rose by over one-quarier,

In the smaller European countries, where a high
proportion of the total supply of passenger cars and
other major items is imported, consumption was to an
important extent determined during the nineteen hfties
by the degiee of restrictiveness of import controls (see
table 4-19). Tn these circumstances, the liberalization
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Table 418. Western Europe: Imports of Manufactures, 1958-1960°

From world

Fram United Slades

Percenlage change
B AU,
1958 o 1953 o

94
9.8
16.0
22.0
17.0
17.0

Percentage change

1958 bt
{millions 15858 o 1959 to
15600

Tiem 1958
(millions
of dollars) 1958 14660 af dollars) 1551
Total, excluding hase metals 14,189 21.4 1,720 17.5 50.1
Capital equipment. . 5,409 25.7 9330 1.1 80.6
Chemicals . 2,164 22.3 414 121 33.4
Passenger cars. . - - - ‘ 614 259 . . ..
Textiles and clothing. . 1,849 22.8 53 283 691
All other . . - 4,153 14.3 320 70.6 9.2
Base metnls . B .. 3,448 30.1 796 —30.1 1579

9.2

Source: Organisution for Furopean Economic
Co-operation, Fareign Trade Statistical Bulletin,
series B {Paris)

measures of the past two years had a considerable im-
pact on both the volume and pattern of consumption:
it produced a shift towards imported commedities which
had previously been relatively scarce, and it contributed
to the upsurge of consumption in 1959 Well over half
of the total rise from 1957 to 1959 of consumption ex-
penditure on durables in this group of countries was in
imported supplies. and the commodities involved ac-
counted for more than one-third of the total increase of
imports of manufactures other than base metals. Avail-
able data indicate that the development of 1958-1959
continued in 1960: imports of passenger cars rose by
more than 30 per cent in 1960, and accounted by tham-
selves for around one-fifth of the total increase of
imports of manufactures of the group since 1959,

o 1060: January-September at annual rate.

b Jncluding pagsenger cars.

In the larger countries, where imports are marginal
and quotas for major durables had previously been
small, liberalization or significant quota increases pro-
duced an upsurge of imporls which raised their share in
total copsumption from 1.8 per cent in 1957 to 2.7 per
cent in 1959. Product Jdiferentiation—especially im-
portant in the case of passenpger cars—was the major
[actor in the advance of import demand in 1958 and
1950, as there was no significant pressure on domestic
capaeity in vither year. Although the increase in imports
was relatively large, the amounts involved were a less
ctgnificant factor in the rise of the imports of this group
in 1959 and 1960. Moreover, there were considerable
variations in the extent lo which individual countries
liberalized imports. The Federal Republic of Germany

Table 4-19. Imports of Consumer Duribles, by Group of Western
European Countries, 1953 and 1957-1960

(Millions of dollurs}

Couniry group and ilem

Major importing countriest
Passenger ears .
Motor cycles and bicycles
Sewing machines
Household appliances .
Radios, television sets znd record players
Furniture and fixtures

FoTAL

Ratio of imports 10 consumption of durables

Net exporting countries®
Passenger cars . .
Motor eycles and bicycles
Sewing machines
Household appliances o
Radios, television sets and record players
Furniture and fixtures

ToraL

Ratio of imports to consumption of durables

1953 1957 1958 1959 1960

79.8 3237 346.4 3794 499 5

26.4 375 27.0 31l

16.4 27.9 21.0 340

253 56.8 56.2 646

351 104.1 125.2 154.2 ..
9.6 19.9 213 249 33.5

2926 569.9 597.1 688.0

183 22.6 24.1 25.5

22.0 525 83.2 150.7 208.8
7.8 28.9 23.4 38.5

11.2 16.2 15.1 176

179 30.0 33.8 43.8

113 424 611 71.2 .
4.8 17.0 21.4 303 397

75.0 187.0 238.0 3521
11 1.8 2.2 27

Souree: See table 4-14.
a Belgivm-Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway,
Sweden.

b Federsl Republic of Germany, France, ha\y'
United Kinpgdom,
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was the first to admit a growing volume of durables of
foreign make and its imports advanced rapidly through-
oul the nineteen fifties, so that by 1960 the demand for
imported durables had already begun to hecome less
buoyant. In France, Ttaly and the United Kingdom, on
the other hand, import liberalization was of more recent
date, and import demand advanced especially in 1959
and 1960,

Imports of capital equipment advanced relatively
slowly in 1959, when the recovery of investment was
primarily in residential and other construction. Demand
for imported equipment was none the less more buoyant
than total demand for equipment, and imports contrib.
uted more than a third to the advanee of investment (see
table 4-20). Most of the supplies at that time were ob.
tained from within Europe where capacity was still
adequate to the demands made upon it. Late in 1959
and in 1960 the shift of emphasis in investment to jndus.
trial re-equipment and expansion produced an upsurge
of demand for machinery which the major European
producers found increasingly difficult to meet. Thus, as
the contribution of imports to the rise in investment
increased further, in 1960 demand shifted to the United
States As table 4-20 indicates, imports from the United
States accounted in 1960 for one-fifth of the estimated
lotal increase of investment in machinery and equip-
ment. However, it should be noted that imports from the
United States in 1960 were somewhat abnormal owing to
a concentration of shipments of United States jet air-
craft, But apart from these aircraft sales, the share of
United States machinery in the rise of industrial invest.
ment was considerably higher than it had been even at
the peak of the previous upswing in 1955 and 1956,
when pressure on industrial capacity in western Euro.
Pean countries was no less severe than in 1960. The
elimination of restrictions on dollar imports has no
doubt been of major importance in this development,
but the character of the investment boom of 1960 is also
likely to have favoured United States products. Many of
the European economies had reached the point where

Panr 1L CurrEnT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS

future growth of output depended to a greater extent
than in earlier years on advances in productivity, in
view of the growing scarcity of labour. The industrial
investment boom of 1960 was therefore to an important
extent motivated by the need for reducing labour re.
quirements in manufacturing and services industries, In
these citcumstances there was a strong demand for types
of equipment in which the United States had not only
a substantial lead in terms of design but also ample
capacity to fill orders promptly,

The expansion of Japanese imports differed from that
of western Furopean countries, While in western Europe
imports rose at a higher rate than gross national product
in both 1959 and 1960, in Japan the increase in imports
was only roughly in Proportion to the advance of gross
output in 1960 As shown in the accompanying table,
the import coeflicient in 1960 was in fact considerably
below that reached during the preceding cyclical peak
in 1957,

Ratic of imports
ta gross natienal

product
(i conslan! DPrices)
1954 109
1955 11.3
1956 ‘ . o 13.9
1957 14.3
1958 10.5
1659 11.3
1960 . 116

In Japan, apart from the influence of the more re-
strictive import policy, the explanation for the relatively
slow advance in imports lies in the fact that finished
manufactures, which contributed largely to the accelera-
tion of imports into western Europe, amount to less than
15 per cent of Japanese imports {see table 4-21) . The
only class of finjshed manufactures that constitutes 2
significant proportion of imports is machinery and
lransport equipment, But despite the vigorous advance
of industiial investment both in 1959 and 1960, imports
of machinery barely rose in 1959 and they appear to

Table 4-20. Western Europe: Indicators of Import Demand for Producer
Equipment, 1953-1960

Hi nvestment
expendifure
on equipmend

Imports ag a pereentage
of domestic expendifure

Change in imports s
pereentage of change in

on equipment expendilure on equipment

Year {anrual ; ; 7 e
g fmparts from et drom e " fuparts fram

e e P e
1953 54 204 3.9 — -
1954 122 92 3.3 7.9 w2 ]
1955 137 18.9 3.6 16.7 4.9
1956 7.0 20.2 3.7 321 5.5
1957 5.2 210 3.9 28.5 56
1958 2.2 206 34 15.3 ~5.2
1959 5.2 21.5 3.3 378 1.4
1960 (13) @4y (5} @3)v (20)»

Source: See table 4-14. Figares within paren.
theses are prefiminary estimatgs.
* At constant prices.

U Based on import data for January.Septembes
at annual rate.
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Table 4-21. Japan: Composition of Imports, 1957-1960

1957

Pereentaye dislribuiion

Percenleye change af fofal change

Hem (billions
af dollnre) 1468 to 1358 {o 1858 o 19589 to

1950 1960 1159 1960
Total imports 4.3 -2 18.7 24.0 100 106
Tood . . . 0.6 - -4, 12.9 —10 9

Crude materials and semi-manu-
[actures 3.0 -37. 31.0 2715 104 84
Manufactures. 0.6 - 138 6.3 82 G 8
Capital equipment 0.3 | 3.2 14.2 2 4

Source: Jepanese Government, Economic Planning Agency, Jupanese Economic Statistics (Tokyoa),

Januoary 1961,

have risen less rapidly than investment in 1960. Further-
more, imports of industrial materials rose considerably
faster than manufacturing production frem 1958 to
1959 when inventories were being rebuiit and when the
country’s lextile industry was recovering from a major
recession. In 1960 they advanced only in line with manu-
facturing activity.

The outstanding feature of the development of exports
in 1960 was the relative ease with which the majority
of western European counlries overcame the adverse
effect on their exports of the decline in the import de-
mand of the United States.

Although the reduction of exports to North America
was quite moderate for the year as a whole, it amounted
to as mueh as 15 per cent in the second half of 1960 as
compated with the corresponding period of 1959 {see
table 4.15). The decline was largely confined to the
commodities that had recorded the largest increases in
1958 ; passenger cas and steel necounted in fact for the
bulk of the total decline during the first nine months of
1960,

In spite of the reduction of exports to North America,
the total exports of western European countries in the
second half of 1960 exceeded the level of the correspond-
ing period of 1959 by 8 per cent. Intra-western Euro-
pean trade rose further, and substantial gains were made
in exports to eastern Europe. On the other hand, the
rate of expansion of exports to primary producting
countries fell from 15 per cent in the frst half of 1960
to only 4 per cent in the last quarter of the year

The impact of the decline in exports to North America
on individual countries in western Lurope diflered ac-
cording to the importance of passenger cars and steel in
their exports 1o the United States, and the extent to
which they were able to offset losses by increased sales
of other commodities. A few countries, notably the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany, ltaly and Sweden, were even
able 1o increase total exports lo the United States in
1960. The United Kingdom, on the other hand, experi-
enced a significant setback in the Uniled States market,
not only witl its exports of passenger cars, bul also with
various other manufactures. The buoyancy of intia-

European trade compensated to an important extent for
losses in the North American market. But in this respect.
too. the United Kingdom was less favourably placed
than the other major exporters which belong to the
European Economic Community. The growing cohesive-
ness of the group and the high growth rate of most of its
members provided a better alternative outlet for exports
of the six EEC countries than was available to the
United Kingdom. The latter did not enjoy any preferen-
tial treatment in EEC markets, while its major export
markets in the Oversea Slerling Area were adversely
affected by the decline of commodity prices.

The expansion of intra-European trade began to re-
flect, at least in some degree, the effects of the formation
of two separate trading groups within Europe. As shown
in table 4-22, EEC intra-trade rose by 25 per cent in
1960, while total trade within Europe rose by only 19
per cent. This fact can be readily explained by above-
average growth rates in several of the ELC countries
However, it appears that actual and prespective prefer-
ences have begun to affect trade within western Europe.
This is suggested by the fact that total imports, as well
as imports of individual classes of commodities by EEC
members {rom each other, increased more than their im-
ports from the United Kingdom and other non-members.
On the other hand, the establishment of the Furopean
Free Trade Association is of too recent date to have
affected the group’s trade to any significant extent in
1960 In {fact, laking the year as a whole, members of
EFTA inereased their imports from EEC countries {aster
than their mutual trade. But in the third quarter of 1964,
when the first of the 1arifl reductions under the agree-
ment establishing EFTA went into eflect, the growth of
trade among the members of EFTA accelerated, while
that of the group’s imports from EEC member coun-
tries continued to slacken.

Thus far the booming demand throughout western
Europe has offset any losses to trade that might have
resulted from preferences already applied within the
two groups, and the net effect of the integration move-
ments has been to create trade rather than 1o divert it
from ils normal channels. But after the second LEC
tarifl cut of January 1961, which applies to intra-group
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Table 4.22.

Intra-European Trade, 1958-1960

{Percentage change in value from corresponding period of preceding year)

1960

Hem 195%
First Second Third Fourth
quarler guarfer quarler quarter
Total trade among QOEEC countries 11 29 20 18 13
Trade among EEC countries .. ... . 19 40 28 21 16
Exports from EEC countries to EFTA countries 10 29 21 20 12
Exports from EFTA countries to EEC eountries 8 18 12 11 9
Trade among EITA countries | 8 22 13 15 11

Source: Organisation for Buropean Economic Co.operation, Foreign Trade Statistical Bulletin, series A

{Paris).

trade only, and which is to be followed in July by a
similar one in the EFTA countries, formal discrimina-
tion will be considerably increased. Changes in trade
patterns may thus become more significant in the future,
especially if, as seems likely, import demand in western
European eouniries becomes less buoyant,

THE DEVELOPMENT oF TRADE IN NorTH AMERICA

The decline of the imports of the United States ac-
celerated in the course of 1960 as the economy passed
from expansion in the first quarter to recession in the
rest of the year. Although the decline was small for the
year as a whole, it reflected a significant weakening in
the country’s import demand. As table 4-23 indicates,
the import coefficient, which had advanced during the
1957-1958 recession, declined in 1960 almost as much
as in the more severe recession of 1953-1954,

In 1960 the decline in the demand {or imports affected
chiefly indusirial materials and passenger cars. The
narmalization of steel imports after the settlement of
the steel strike accounted partly for the reduction of
demand for industrial materials, while the decline in
passenger car imports resulted from a shift in consumer

purchases to domestic “compact” cars, The decline in
imports of industrial materials other than iren and steel
reflected the downturn of manufacturing production
after the first quarter of the year, and the sharp drop
in the rate of inventory accumulation which had initi-
ated the recession in the second quarter of 1960. How-
ever, as table 4-24 shows, decline of imports became
wide-spread in the second half of the year and affected
the bulk of imports of manufacturers as well as of
industrial materials.

The recovery of United States exports, after almost
eighteen months of stagnation at the level to which they
had fallen in 1958, began in the second half of 1959
and accelerated in 1960. For the full year 1960, total
non-military exports were 19 per cent above their pre-
vious year’s level and somewhat higher in value though
not in quantum than in 1957,

The recovery was closely linked to the boom condi-
tions which prevailed in western Europe and Japan.
These countries accounted for over two-thirds of the rise
in United States exports from 1959 to 1960, although
their share in the 1959 total was less than one-third.
Uinited States exports are generally highly sensitive to

Table 4-23. United States: Indicators of Import Demand

Imporita as percenfage of
groes rafional products

Imporls ay percenlage of
components of lolal
domeatic expendituret

Year Consurner Textiles
Irdustrial Manu- manu- Pazsenger and

Total Food mauderialz SJaclures Sfacturese cars clothing
1953 3.0 0.9 13 0.7 138 0.3 2.1
1954 28 08 12 0.7 1.9 0.3 20
1955. 28 0.8 13 08 2.1 0.4 2.5
1956 3.0 0.8 1.3 0.9 2.6 0.8 2.6
1957 3.0 0.9 13 0.9 28 1.8 2.5
1958 3.2 1.0 12 1.0 3.3 3.5 25
1959 . 3.6 1.0 1.4 1.2 4.0 4.1 31
1960 3.4 1.0 12 12 4.0 2.9 3.3

Source: United States Department of Commerce,
Survey r}f‘ Current Business and Total Fxpert and
{;n;émt Trade of the United States {Washington,

Ly,

& At 1954 prices.

¥ At current prices

< Ratio of imports of finished manufactures,
other than newsprint and passenger cars, to con-
sumption expenditure, other than expenditure oo
foad, passenger dars and gaseline,
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Table 4.24. United States: Composition of Imports, 1959 and 1960

Percenluge change in 1960

Hem 1959 1960 Yenr First Second

(bitlions of dollars) half half
Total 14.99 14.65 —-2.3 4.3 —85
Food. .. 342 3.29 -3.9 —36 —4.3
Coffee . 1.10 1.00 -85 —95 - T4
Meat, ete.. ' 0.48 0.38 —189 —23.3 -14.0
Industrial materials 6.40 611 —4.6 1.9 -~11.0
Iron and steel 0.58 0.50 —12.6 4b.4 ~50.7
Non-ferrous metals 1.31 1.32 0.9 10.3 -~T7.8
Petroleum o 1.54 1.54 0.5 —0.2 8.7
Tinished manufactures 517 5.26 1.7 13.2 —8.3
Automobiles 0.84 0.63 —25.6 —3.3 —48.3
Machinery. 0.66 0.71 8.4 17.2 06
Textile manufacture . 0.84 0.93 11.2 21.0 25
All others o 283 2.99 55 15.3 —2.5

Source: United States Department of Commerce,
Foreign Commerce Weekly (Washington, D.C),
6 March 1961.

cyclical changes of activity in the other major industrial
countries, which tend to draw heavily on United States
supplies of indusirial materials and equipment during
periods of rapid expansion when their own productive
capacity proves inadequate to meet the rising demand.
The instability of this marginal demand* has contrib-
uted significantly to the wide fluctuations of United
States exports in recent years. Western Europe and Japan
accounted for over half of the decline of United States
exports in 1958, and for a similar proportion of the
preceding increase. Demand conditions in these coun-
tries have also tended to affect the exports of the United
States indirectly through their effect on the ability of
the countries concerned te supply third markets where
their products compete with United States exports.

The recovery of exports in 1960 was more narrowly
confined to western Europe and Japan than the previous
upswing (table 4.25) owing to the slackness of demand
in Canada and Latin America which account for nearly
half of total United States exports. In Canada, as in the
United States, growth was halted in 1960, while the
Latin American market was adversely affected by the
continuing decline of commedity prices since the 1957
recession, as well as by politieal factors. Thus, the em-

1 The {ollowing cocflicients for the imports of western Euro
pean (QEEC) countries from the United States indiente the
extent of eyclical swings in the area’s demand for United States
products:

Imparls frome Unifed States
Year {as u pereenlage of pross
nodional producl)

1933 1.5
1954 1.6
1955 1.9
1956 2.1
1957 2.1
1938 16
1959 . 15
1960 . 1

Source: Based on data from Qrganisation for European Eco.
nomic Co-operation, General Statistical Bulletin, January 1961

¢ Change {rom corresponding period of pre-
ceding year

bargo on exports to Cuba in mid-1960 involved a re-
duction of United States exports to Latin America of
over $200 million for the full year 1960.

Table 4.25. TUnited States: Exports® by Area,

1955-1960

18955 Percentage change

{tillions -
1945 te 19567 to 1058 fo

Aren of
dollurs) 1957 1858 1860

Total 142 361 -160 194

Western Europe and Japan 48 322 —233% 389

Canada . . 32 207 —124 —

Latin America, . 32 411 —-106 —11
Australia and Union of

South Africa 0.5 46 —11.7 455

Other 25 419 —i34 278

Source: United States Department of Commerce, Total Export
and Impuort Trade of the United States (various issues).
= Excluding ""special category™ exports

United States exports made significant gains in the
developed countries of the Oversea Sterling Area, where
they benefited from the elimination of payments restric.
tions. In some countries in the Middle East, as well as
in India and other Asian countries, there were large
shipments of agricultural surpluses. But these markets
are as yet small in relation to total United States exports.

In view of the predominant rele of industrially devel-
oped countries in the recovery and the nature of their
import demand, a relatively narrow range of commodi-
lies accounted for a large part of the export gains. Thus,
iron and steel, non-ferrous metals and cotton contrib-
uted two-fifths of the rige in export receipts. These com-
modities had also been prominent in the upswing of
exports in 1955-1957 as well as in their decline in 1958
(see table 4-26). The fact that their share was even
greater in the 1960 upswing than in the preceding one
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Table 4-26.

United States: Composition of Exports, 1955 to 1960

Pereenluge chunge

Percentage disiribalion of change

Hem (n:t:‘Sﬁ"zns 18850 1957 to 1085 Ip 1058 te 157 to HI5Y te

of doilurs) 1657 1958 1060 1957 1958 1560
Total exports 14,165 36 —16 19 1600 —31000 1000
Tood. 1,042 29 -5 9 10.9 —-3.8 7.3
Iron and steel 816 62 50 58 9.8 —214 10.0
Non-ferrous metals 319 40  —23 144 25 —3.3 134
Cotton. 469 123 =37 119 113 127 171
Alrcraft . 140 91 -—19 247 25 —1.6 12.6
Sus-rotar 1,744 77 =39 115 262 -390 229
Coal 495 71 37 -4 68 101 —0.5
Petroleum 527 65 47 4 67 -132 0.5
Machinery 2,891 37 -7 10 211 G 4 12.2
Automobiles and parts 1,240 s =17 6 1.3 -7.1 23
Chemicals . . . 1,078 28 -2 12 5.8 1.1 5.8
Pulp, paper and manufactures 202 i1 -6 24 06 0.6 26
Rubber and manuofaciures 62 a8 126 14 1.2 5.0 14
Textile manufactures. . 616 8 -10 % 1.0 w32 19
Sup-toral 6,179 26 - 11 311 ~154 26.2
All other 3,278 28 14 i 83 -185 13.5

Source: United States Department of Commerce, Total Export and Import Trade of the United States

and Forcign Commerce IWeekly, 6 March 1961,

was to some extent accidental :strikes in the United States
metal industries had reduced exports of iron and steel
and copper below normal levels in 1959 and the resump-
tion of production late in the year enhanced the rise of
exports in 1960. Cotton exports in 1959 were likewise
abnormally low owing to the fact that textile manufac-
turers abroad had postponed purchases in anticipation
of a reduction in the Uniled States Government’s export
price. After the announcement of the new price in Sep-
tember 1959 there was a rush of orders which affected
shipments in 1960. The rise in United States exports
was also enhanced by the bunching of deliveries of jet
aireraft which had been ordered by the major foreign
airlines several years earlier.

Although the 1959.1960 recpvery had some of the
marks of a cyclical spurt which might subside as demand
pressure eased in other industrial countries, it was in
fact more broadly based, as far as exporis to the indus-
trial countries of western Kurope are concerned, than
the upswing of 1955-1957. While the rise of exports to
western Europe from 1959 to 1960 was greater than that
of 1955-1956 or 1956-1957, the contiibution of com-
modities for which demand has tended to be most un-
stable—notably of iron and steel, copper and coal—was
less significant. As a result of the changing pattern of
European fuel consumption, exports of coal did not rise
at all in 1960 and the combined share of the three other
commodities was not as large as it had been during the
1955-1957 upswing. If one also allows for the fact that
the level of exports of iron and steel. copper and cotton
was abnormally low in 1959 owing to the special factors
mentioned above. the evidence that the export recovery
in 1960 was more solidly based than the earlier upswing

is further strengthened. It remains to be seen, however,
whether the rise in the exports of a number of other
industrial materials and semi-manufactures, which con-
tributed significantly to the upswing in 1960, can be
maintained in the futare. [t may well be that exports of
commoglities, such as synthetic rubber and other syn-
thetic materials, pulp and paper products and various
chemical substances, did well in the Enropean market
because productive capacity has thus far lagged behind
the rising demand for some of these relatively new prod-
uets. If capacity is built up in weslern Europe to meet
normal requirements, the United States may ultimately
become a marginal supplier of some of these commodi-
ties as well,

Prospects in the European market for United States
exports of other manufactures, including machinery,
textiles and other consumer goods, which had previously
been limited by European import restrictions, may prove
to be more favourable in the long run. United States
textiles and mass-produced clothing, as well as a wide
range of miscellaneous manufactures, may benefit from
the same factors that have atiracted a growing volume
of European consumer goods to the United States in
recent years, Moreover, the need for raising the produc-
livity of European industry is unlikely to diminish, and
consequently demand for United States equipment can
be expected to continue growing.

In view of the small share of exports in total United
States outpul, the export boom did not contribute as
much to the maintenance of demand in the United States
as the previous year's upsurge of European exports had
done in that area. But it gave useful support to produc
tion in a number of individual industries, notably in
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machine tools, where the rise in exporl shipments very
largely offset the decline in domestic demand in the
second half of 1960,

BALANCE OF PAYMENTS DEVELOPMENTS

As indicated earlier, the continuing expansion in
western Furepe and the moderate contraction in the
North American economies during 1960 resulted in a
deterioration of trade balances in western European
countries and an improvement of the trade balance of
the United States.

A tendency towards deterforation of trade balances
was present in most western Luropean countries in 1960
(table 4-27), but it was particularly marked in Italy
and the United Kingdom, which logether accounted for
two-thirds of the 2.3 hillion rise in the import balance
of western Eurepe. The only countries which recorded
some impiovement in balances were Belgium and
France, where expansion had been relatively slow in
1960. In the majority of countries the deterioration was
quile moderate and crealed no significant payments
difficulties; in fact, most countries were able to add to
their gold and foreign exchange reserves.

Changes in rales of 1eserve accumulation were less
uniform than changes in trade balances, and in several
cases they were largely unrelated to the development of
current transactions. For western Furope as a whole,
the rate of accumulation ol official gold and foreign
exchange reserves in 1960 was $2.5 hillion higher than
in 1959, in spife of an increase in the area’s merchandise
immport balance of $2 3 billion. The =hilt in the capital
balance in favour of western Europe thus appears lo
have been of the order of $4.8 billion *

The improvement in the capital balarce of western
Europe had a counterpart in a deterioration of that of
the United Stales. As table 4-29 below shows, the outflow
from the United Stales on capital account together with
the shift in the balance of unrecorded transactions in-
ereased by $3 8 hillion.

The bulk of the capital outflow from the United
States and of the capital inflow into western European
countries consisted of short-lerm funds which United
States banks and individuals had transferred to the main
financial centres of western Iurope, where short-term
interest rates were higher than those in the United States.
The transfer of funds was to some extent also motivaled
by speculation on a pessible readjustment of exchange
rates. The principal Furopean recipients of these funds
were the Federal Republic of Germany and the United
Kingdom, and, to a less extent, the Netherlands and
Switzerland. As table 4-27 indicates, it was chiefly in
these countries that a deterioration of trade balances

% The zetual improvement of western Ewvrope’s capital balenee
is overstated by this figure, which does sot allow for the rise in

United Kingdom sterling liabilitics amounting to 866 hillion,
and for e reduction in the foreign exchange assets of commercial

hanks.

in 1960 was accompanied by an acceleration of reserve
accumulation.

The disparity between short-term rates in western
Luropean countries and the United States had resulted
from differences in the pace of economic activity and
from the use of credit policy as a regulator of activily
in these areas. Thus, as the expansion accelerated in
western Furope, a number of governments raised dis-
count rates early in 1960. In the United States the down-
turn in the second quarter of the year led to an easing
of credit and a reduction of short-term rates in July.
During the third quarter of the year the differential
between the United States and western Furopean rates
amounted to 2 per cent in the case of the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany and Sweden, and to as much as 3 per
eent in the case of the Uniled Kingdom (table 4-28)

The restoration of currency convertibility has greatly
increased the international mobility of funds. In these
circumstances, interest rale differentials tend to give
rise to movements of short-term funds, which may defeat
the domestic purpose for which the monetary measures
had originally been introduced. Furthermore, in view
of the persistence of basic disequilibria in the current
and fong-lerm capital transactions of some of the major
industrial countries, “hot money” movements may have
a seriously disruptive effect on the inlernational pay-
ments system. In consequence of the experience of 1960
some governments have shilted the emphasis [rom mone.
tary te fiseal policies and to more selective and {flexible
forms of credit control. Efforts have also heen intensified
in 1960 to reduce hasic disequilibria in the external
bhalances of the United Kingdom, the United States and
the Federal Republic of Germany.

The conflict between domestic and external policy ob-
lectives is particularly acute in the case of the United
Kingdom in view of the weakness of its external balance
and the need for more rapid growth that is felt in many
rfuarters,

Throughout most of the post-war years the external
batance of the United Kingdom has been under consid.
erable strain. This strain has resulted very largely from
the structure of its external transactions The traditional
pattern of the Uniled Kingdom’s external transactions
was one where a surplus from service tiansactions served
le finance an import balince on metchandise account
and a substantial outllow of long-term capital as well as
various government expendilures abroad. After the war
the surplus on service transactions was considerably re-
duced in relation to payments for imports and the level
of ecapital transfers and other expenditures 1o he f-
nanced. It therefore became the first aim of government
policy to reduce the strisctural imbalance of the countiy’s
merchandise trade, by furthering the expansion of its
exports and by restraining the growth of its imports.

Throughout the nincteen fifties, the expansion of Brit-
ish exports lagged behind that of the other major west-
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Table 4-27. “Trade and Changes in Official Gold and Foreign Exchange Reserves®

19659-1960
Total lrade C'J’mr:ygslin
Counlry and year Quanlfum Trade g: é:(;?td
E: :- orls Imporls (nr? le}f?c?rf : an iF éﬂﬁﬁne
) ﬂ'nd'l'ces‘ 8400) == 185 dollars) rescrvcib
1958 = {0)
Austria
1959 . 107 111 —181 21
1960 . o o 121 134 -~ 296 19
Belgium-Luxembourg
g | S . . 114 112 ~147 - 118
1960 . ‘ 125 124 145 200
Denmark
1959 o ‘ . S 108 120 —~ 221 70
1960 S ... 113 131 -331 —-37
France
1959 . . o 119 98 528 1,008
1960 L Lo ‘ o 139 118 585 350
Germany (Federal Republic)
1659 o . H3 121 1,439 =211
1960 o o . 131 143 1,257 2,184
Italy
1959 . S o 123 111 —446 878
1960 S o 150 161 1,054 126
Netherlands
1959 114 113 —331 —34
1960 : . 1331 i31 —503 398
Norway=
1959 . 111 109 —506 13
1960 . 116 128 —583 22
Sweden
1959 . o 108 105 - 200 —48
1960 . 124 125 —309 48
Switzerland
1959 108 111 —228 5
1960 122 130 —348 262
United Kingdom
1959 . 1 107 —1,495 —333
1960 o 109 120 —2,484 492
All OEEC countries
1959 113 110 - 3,000 1,900
1960 . . 127 130 — 5,300 4,400
Canada
1959 L 103 111 —956 —72
1960 108 108 —~681 —40
United Statesd
1959 . 99 119 —394 — 1,562
1960 . 118 114 3,228 —2.922

Source: Division of General Econemic Research
and Policies of the Usited Nations Secretariat,
based on data from International Monetary Fund,
International Financial Statistics (Washington, D.C.};
from Organisation for Eurepean Eeonomic Co-
operation, Foreign Trade Statistical Bulletin, series
A, and General Statistics, part 1 (Paris), January
1961, and from United States Department of
Commerce, Total Export and Import Trade of the
United States.

» Based on exports {ob and imports cif
Tmport datn for Canada and the United Stdtes have
been adjusted to c.if. basis by adding 10 per cent
to f o b values.

b Exeluding transfers in 1959 to the International
Monetary Fund in connexion with quota increases.

¢ Imports of ships excluded from gquantum in-
dices, but ineluded in balance.

4 Txcluding shipments of military supplies.
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Table 4-28.

Rates of Discount of Central Banks, 1958.1961

{Percentage per annum
B¢ |

Nel change from

Counlry End of July $558 July 1859 July fo Oetober End af
June o to Seplember 1060 to Sy
1958 June 1955 June 1960 19660 Muy 1961 FHT
Western Europe
Austria . 5.00 —050 (.50 e e 5.00
Belgivm 4.00 —0.75 0.75 — 1.00 500
Denmark 5.00 —0.50 1.00 s 1.60 6.50
Finland 7.25 ~(3.50 — — e 6.75
Franee .. . . . . 5.00 —1.00 e - —0.50 3.50
Germany (Federal Republic) 3.00 - (}.25 2.25 — —2.00 3.00
{ialy 3.50 — o e — 3.50
Netherlands 350 —075 0.75 — — 3.50
Norway 3.50 o e - — 3.50
Sweden, . 450 —_ 0.50 e e 5.00
United Kingdom 5.00 --1.00 2.00 — —1.00 5.00
Japan 7.67 —0.73 0.37 —-0.37 (.37 6.57
North America
Canada» o 1.97 3.39 w204 —137 1.69 3.64
United States {(New York) 1.75 1.75 — —0.50 — 3.00

Souree: Statistical Office of the United Nations, Monthiy Builetin of Statistics
» Based on the vate prevailing in the lest week of the peried stated.

ern European countries. This was partly the result of
their predominant orientation towards the more slowly
growing overseas markets in the primary producing
countries of the sterling area, while continental Euro-
pean countries benefited to a greater extent than the
United Kingdom from the rapid expansion of import
demand in western Europe itself. But, in addition,
United Kingdom exports also lost ground in their tradi-
tional markets.® In the earlier post-war yeais they had
benefited from discriminatory import restrictions in the
Oversea Sterling Area, as well as from tariff preferences.
The elimination of the restiictions and the gradual
erosion of tariff preferences opened up sterling area
markets to the products of other European countries as
well as to those of the United States and Japan, and
stiffened the competition which United Kingdom exports
had to meet. The growing difficulties in export markets
have repeatedly forced the Government to protect the
exlernal balance by means of domestic policies of re-
straint. The consequent slow and intermittenl expansion
of the British economy inhibited the growth of its prod-
ugtivity which, in turn, contributed significantly to the
greater cosl increases in the United Kingdom than in
some of the other European countiies with whose prod-
ucts British exports have lo compete.

% The extent of the United Kingdom's loss in sterling arca
markets is indieated by the following figures:

Percentage shares of exporls of manufuctures
{o Qversea Sterling Area

1954 1954 it 60
United Kingdom 60.7 53.3 51.0 46.3
EEC countries 181 236 233 235
United States 129 13.2 4.5 17.0
Japan 8.3 9.9 112 133

Source: Nationa] Institute of Economic and Social Research,
National Institute Economic Reviewe, March 1061

In 1959 and 1960 the United Kingdom economy re-
sumed s expansion after more than three years of
virtual stagnation. During the peried 1956.1958 the
trade gap had been virtually eliminated (table 4-29},
reserves had risen appreciably and the position of ster-
ling had strengthened sufficiently for the Government to
make sterling {reely convertible into dollars for current
transactions. But the elimination of the trade gap had
been achieved primarily by means of restraining im-
perts. For although exports expanded, they {ailed to
keep pace with the growth of exporis from the rest of
Furope. Moreover, there was no basic improvement in
the rest of the country’s external transactions Net earn-
ings from invisibles were no higher during the years
1956-1958 than earlier in the nineteen fifties, while net
government expenditures and the Jong-term capital out-
flow had increased. In these circumstances, any signifi-
cant easing of restrainis was soon beund to upset the
precarious external balance.

In 1959 the expansion of the United Kingdom econ.
omy was moderate and, moreover, the external balance
henefited from a combination of favourable circum.
stances: booming United States demand for British
manufactures and the existence within the country of
adequate stocks of raw materials which mederated im-
port demand until the latter part of the year. The aceel-
eration of growth in the latter part of 1959 and early
in 1960 resulted in a sharp increase in import demand
for industrial materials, as well as for manufactures. As
the boom of exporis to the United States came to an end.
the trade balance of the United Kingdom deteriorated
sharply after the middle of 1960, and as net earnings
from imisibles also declined the commercial current
account went into defieit. This was [urther accentuated



160

Part II. CURRENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS

Table 4.29.

Federal Republic of Germany, United Kingdom and United States:

Summary of Balanee of Payments, 1952-1953 to 1960
{Billivns of dollars}

Erlernal reserves and

Gopernment Bulance of Khort- short-terme Habilities
Tupisitles. e ——_—— citrrent ferm P
nel Current Privete and eapital Gold enid Shart-
Cauntry and year Trade (exeluding com- Current ongy- Iong-term and Sareign ferm
halance gqovern. mercial erpendi- Capital term eapital errarg erchunge  Hobilitiese
ment) balunce {ure and eapilal traxis- it wasels
(nefy ritils uctions anu::r'nns (a'nc:c)usc (a'cc_rr}:tm:
Germany {Federal Republic)
1952-1953, average 0.7 we(} 1 0.6 02 e _ 0.8 o —-0.8 —
1956-1957, average 08 0.1 09 06 —0.8 . 08 03 w31 s
1958 14 0.2 12 09 -7 -{).1 11 ~0.4 -0.8 —
1959 1.3 —-0.6 07 1.0 —-0.9 =03 0.5 0.3 -0.1 -
1960 12 3.4 08 1.0 (1.8 0.1 11 1.0 -2.1 —
United Kingdome
1952.1953, average —0.5 1.2 o7 —-04 0.2 —~0.4 0.1 0.2 -—0.1 —01
1954 . —0.5 15 1.0 —04 — 0.6 — — wn{},2 03
1955 ... —10 1.2 G2 —0.4 —01 - 0.4 —0.7 a5 0.6 -0
1956.1957, average -1 1.2 10 —0.4 — (.6 — 03 —0.1 —-02
1958 . 062 1.3 15 —035 —-0.3 —~0.4 0.3 0.3 -—0.7 0.1
1959 . —-02 1.0 08 —-05 —0.5v (4 —06 0.2 0.2s .20
1960 —1.0 0.9 -0.1 -0 0.4 (3.3 —135 1.4 0.5 0.6
United Statesd
1052.1953, average 19 1.4 3.3 —-22 w24 —{0.6 ~19 04 0.4 1.2
1956.1957, average 5.4 20 7.3 —3.1 —26 w23 -7 0.4 -—0.6 0.8
1958 . 3.3 18 51 —34 -~2.8 —-2.5 —~3.6 0.1 2.3 12
1959 0.9 15 24 -31 —220 ] 7 —4.6 07 0.7 3.1k
1960 4.7 1.5 6.2 —3.0 -5 —-2.0 —17 —21 1.7 a1l

Source: Division of General Economic Research and Policies
of the United Nations Secretariat, based on data from Inter-
national Monetary Fund, Balance of Payments Yearbook
{Washington, D.C.}; and from national sources

s For United States, short-term labilities and foreign pur-
chases of United Stales povernment securities; for Uniled
Kinpdom, sterling labilities

by a considerable increase in 1960 of net government
expenditure abroad. As a result, the over-all balance of
current and long-term capital transactions deleriorated
by $1 hillion. The impact of this deterioration on re-
serves was cushioned by the inflow of short-term funds,
which was noted earlier. The rise from 1959 to 1960 in
the recorded inflow of short-term capital together with
that of unrecorded receipts totalled $1.2 billion. This
inflow enahled the United Kingdom not only to finance
the increased deficit of other transactions, but also to
add to its gold and dollar reserves. Some of these funds
appeared to have been invested in longer-term securi-
ties, but the bulk of them were highly volatile and apt
to be withdrawn, should interest rates cease to favour
the United Kingdom, or should a loss of confidence in
sterling oceur.

In order to reduce the wide disparity between United
Kingdom rates and those prevailing in the United States
and in the continental financial centres, the Bank of
England reduced its discount rate from 6 per cent to 5.5
per cent in October 1960 and further to 5 per cent in
December of that year, but even at this level United
Kingdom interest rates have an edge over those prevail-

b Excluding transfers to Tnternational Monetary Fund in
connexian with quota increases

¢ Owing 1o revisions of basic data, the distribution of private
capital lows as between long-term und short-term for the years
1958 1o 1960 is not strictly comparable with that of enrlier years,

4 Excluding exports of military supplies and services under
prants.

ing in other financial centres, Since mid-1960, growth of
domestic economic activity has again been arrested as
a result of the decline in foreign demand for British
exporis and the imposition of rtestraining measures.
Under such circumstances, to stimulate the economy by
means of monetary policy is rendered more difficult by
the need to avoid a large-scale withdrawal of short-term
funds.

In some respects the basic problem of external bal-
ance in the United States is similar to that of the United
Kingdom In both countries government expenditures
abroad are large in relation to their commercial surplus,
and both are major exporlers of long-term capital. Ex-
ternal transactions in both cases were partly financed by
building up substantial short-term liabilities to the rest
of the world. In the case of the United States, however,
the persistent sizable over-all deficit throughout most
of the nineteen hities related to government foreign aid
policies, which were designed to make available to the
rest of the world the physical and financial resources
necessary for the maintenance of growth and a high
level of trade. In addition, the maintenance of military
establishments on foreign soil also contributed to the
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growing strain on the United States external balance,
particularly since large cash disbursements abroad
were in no way tied to purchases of United States
preducts. Thus, any adverse shifts in the balance of
current commercial transactions, which may arise from
a decline of demand in export markets or from rising
import demand in periods of domestic bogm, have to be
financed out of reserves or by further additions to short-
term liabilities. The drain on the external reserves of
the United States in 1959 had resulted from such a
development, With external commitments normally in
excess of the commercial surplus, impact of the shift
in the current account balance had to be borne by a
decline in reserves and an increase in shori-term Habili-

ties (table 4.29}.

In 1960, however, the trend in the United States cur-
rent account pesition was reversed. This was, as noted
in an earlier section, the result of the slackening of
United States demand for imports and of the rise of its
exports which was stimulated by the boom conditions in
western Lurope and Japan. The merchandise trade sur-
plus on an f.ob. basis rose from under $1 billion in
1959 10 $4.7 billion in 1960. Since changes in invisibles
were relatively minor and mutually offsetting, the cur-
rent account surplus vose by a corresponding amount.
Other things being equal, this shift would have sufficed
to eliminate the need for any further drawings on the
United States gold stock or for further additions to its
short-term Habilities. However, much of the gain was
offset by the large outflow of short-term funds to which
reference was made above. But even apart from these
financial transactions, not all of the gain from the im-

provement in the United States current account would
have benchited reserves. The slackness of the United
States economy discouraged foreign long-term invest-
ment in the United States, which dried up after mid-year,
invelving for the year as a whole a decline in United
States receipts of over $200 miilion compared with
1959 {see table 4-30). At the same time United States
private long-term capital moved in increasing amount
inte investments in western Europe.” Thus, despite a
reduced oulflow to Canada and other areas, total United
States private direct investment advanced by some $200
milion. There were also some other independent offsets,
notably reduced repayments on United States govern-
ment credits, which had been accelerated in 1959 to
case the United States balance of payments position in
that year.

The recorded outflow of short-term capital rose by
£1.1 billion from 1959 to 1960, and the shift in unre-
corded transactions from net inflow in 1959 to net out.
flow in 1960 also reflected a change in the shortterm
capital position of the United States of the order of $1.7
bitlion.

The outflow of shortterm funds hegan in the second
quarter of 1960, and accelerated in the third and fourth
quarters after discount rates were raised in the Federal
Republic of Germany and the United Kingdom. The
outflow rose from a seasonally adjusted annual rate of
$1.2 billion in the first quarter to $2 billion in the
second, $3.0 billion in the third, and $4.7 billion in the

* This outflow was enhanced by the sequisition of the minority
sharcholding ef the British subsidiary of a United States motor.
car manufacturer in the last quarter of the year.

Table 4-30.  United States Balance of Payments, by Hall-year, 1959 and 14960

(Billiens of dollars; seasonally adjusted)

i 1959 1960
o First hulf Seecond half First half Second half
Merchandise ( fo.b)
Exports 78 85 9.5 9.9
Imports -15 —7.8 - 7.6 —-7.1
alance 0.3 0.7 1.9 2.8
Private services and donations 0.7 0.6 1.6 0.8
Current commercial balance 1.0 13 25 3.6
Government
Military expenditures —-16 —-15 -1.5 ~1.5
Grants and credits ) —1.5 —1.5 ~1.6 w18
Repayments on loans extended 0.4 0.6 0.3 0.3
Private capital
Direct investment —0.7 (1.6 ()5 - 1.0
Foreign fong-term capital 02 0.3 0.3 —
Balance of above transactions —2.2 —1.4 —0.5 —-0.4
Other private capital —{0.4 ~{.6 0.6 -13
Unrecorded transactions 0.5 0.3 —{}.2 —0.7
Change in gold reserve and dollar liabilities
(inflow ) 20 18 1.3 25

Source: United States Department of Commerce, Surpey of Current Business, March 1961
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last quarter of the year. The rise in the last quarter was
entirely in unrecorded transactions.

It should be noted, however, that the transfer of funds
was not solely motivated by interest rate differentials but
involved also speculation on a possible change of the
dollar’s gold parity. For instance, Switzerland, whose
interest 1ates are among the lowest in Europe, received
a dollar inflow estimated at 8400 million in the second
half of the year. Gold sales by the United States began
to rise significantly in the third quarter of the vyear,
when substantial foreign private dollar holdings were
sold to central banks, notably in the United Kingdom,
Switzerland and the Netherlands, which normally take
a large part of their reserve gains in gold. As such sales
increased in the last quarter of the year, the drain of
the United States gold stock accelerated. That period
was characterized by an upsurge of demand in the
London gold market, where the gold price rose to a peak
of $#41 per fine ounce in October 1960. During the last
quarter of the year an estimated $500 million of gold
passed into private ownership. Some of this gold is
thought to have come from central bank reserves which
released gold in order to stabilize its open-market price.
The firm position taken by the new United States Ad.
ministration in the matter of the gold parity of the
dollar, helped to damp down the speculative flurry.
Although the United States continued to lose gold in
January and February 1961, the outflow of gold tapered
off, and was reversed in March.

In the case of the Federal Republic of Germany, the
inflow of short-term funds considerably aggravated the
problems arising from the struetural surplus of the ex-
ternal balance. For almost a decade the inflow of foreign
exchange which resulted from a persistent balance of
payments surplus has produced a tendency towards
excessive liquidity. The country’s basic surplus, which
arises from merchandise trade, is enhanced by outlays
of the United States Government for its military estab-
lishment in the Federal Republic of Germany totalling
close to §1 billion.

The Government has dealt with the domestic problem
of excessive liquidity through the sterilization of funds.

On the external side, efforts to reduce the country’s struc-
tural surplus on current account have been largely con-
fined to a rapid dismantling of import and payments
restrictions during the nineteen fifties and to tariff re.
ductions, More substantial progress was made in offset-
ting the surplus through increased capital transfers in
the form of indemnification payments, accelerated debt
repayment, advance payments for armaments ordered
abroad and a growing volume of credits to under.
developed countries.

After 1957 the Federal Republic of Germany's cur-
rent account surplus began to decline, and in hoth 1958
and 1959 reserve accumulation fell short of receipts
from United States military expenditures. Despite some
increase in the current surplus in 1960, reserve accumu-
latien would not have exceeded these receipts had it not
been for the inflow of short-term funds, The basic flows
have clearly come closer to over-all balance in the latter
part of the nineteen fifties. But the balance continues to
be primarily based on government capital transactions
and unilateral transfers, some of which are of limited
duration, while others are single transactions. The net
outflow of private capital has remained very small in
view of substantial foreign investments in the booming
economy of the country.

The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany
proceeded to revalue the Deutsche mark by 4.75 per cent
in March 1961. The revaluation may be expected to
reduce the export surplus in some degree, and is likely
to lead to a withdrawal of short-term funds as well as
to some sale of longer-term securities, which had been
purchased by non-residents in anticipation of an ex.
change rate adjustment, Advance debt repayments, sug-
gested by the German authorities for 1961, will further
contribute to a reduction of the surplus, but measures
of this kind would have a once-for-all effect, leaving the
basic position unchanged. For the long run, the solution
of the German surplus remains with a high and rising
level of capital exports, so long as receipts from military
expenditures continue to flow into the country. Apart
from these receipts, the surplus would readily be ab.
sorbed even by the current level of capital transfers.

Outlook®

In the industrial countries of western Europe and in
Japan, a continuation of expansion with declining
growth rates is indicated. No substantial acceleration of
economic activity is foreseen in any of the countries,
nor is any serious recession envisaged. The upswing of
business investment, especially in machinery and equip-
ment, may be expected to continue in many countries,
at least until the second half of the year. Consumer

8 Baged in part upon replies of Governments to the United

Nations questionnaire of November 1960 on economic trends,
problems and policies,

spending is likely to rise further in view of substantial
increases in disposable personal incomes. Growing pres-
sure on costs and profit margins and some price in-
creases are anticipated in several countries. Export
demand, which had weakened in the course of 1960, may
become more buoyant in the course of 1961,

In North America, indicators point to 2 moderate re-
covery from the mild recesdion which had developed in
the middle of 1960. The recession had obviously passed
its trough by the end of the first quarter of 1961, It is
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generally assumed that eonsiderable under-utilization
of both labour force and productive capacity will persist
for some time to come.

S1LOWER GROWTH IN WESTERN EUROPE AND JaPan

On the supply side, no significant difficulties are an-
ticipated in 1961 in the industrial countries of western
Europe or in Japan. Cutput will probably become some-
what less flexible in 1961 as full employment levels are
reached or approached and capacity is fully utilized in
many countries. Considerable inter-country differences
exist, however. In a few countries, supply limitations
are likely to coniribute significantly to a retardation of
growth rates. This applies particularly to Austria, the
Federal Republic of Germany and the Netherlands,
where considerable labour shortages developed and an
exceptionally high degree of capacity utilization was
attained in 1960. Sectoral and regional labour shortages,
especially in construction, are also anticipated in Den-
mark, Norway, Sweden and the United Kingdom. In
other western European countries, as well as in Japan,
the supply position appears to be less strained. Although
the supply factors will reduce the growth rates in some
countries, a rise in total output of some 3 to 5 per cent
is considered possible in all western European industrial
countries,

Demand in western European countries and Japan is
generally expected to rise more slowly in 1961, In view
of the relatively large wage and salary increases which
have already been negotiated or are expected in most
countries, consumption expenditure is likely to rise
significantly. The growth of personal consumption, to-
gether with industrial investment, will remain major
expangionary factors in a number of countries. A rela-
tively large share of the increase in consumption will
probably be devoted, as in 1960, to consumer durables,
particularly to automobiles. Public expenditure will be
increased in almost all countries and will give additional
support to demand.

Although ne detailed information on inventory move-
ments is available, it seems likely that this component of
demand will play a relatively minor part in the expan-
sion in 1961. Changes in the volume of residential
construction will generally also be rather small. Most
countries, however, anticipate relatively large increases
in business investment, notably in plant and equip-
ment in manufacturing industry. In many western
European countries the continuation of the investment
boom will in part be related to the expansion of markets,
as the tariff levels are reduced within the European
Economic Community and the European Free Trade
Association,

In the foreign sector, export demand is expected to
continue to rise in 1961 probably somewhat faster than
in the latter part of 1960. On the other hand, the rise
in imports is likely to slow down as the pace of the

cxpansion slackens, and demand pressure is eased. Ex-
ternal balances may record some further deterioration
in the early part of 1961, but for the year as a whole
they are expected to be similar 1o those of 1960.

While the expansion of economic activity will con-
tinue in western Europe in 1961, most countries antici-
pate that growth rates will be lower than in 1960. For
western LEurope as a whole, the increase in total output
may fall from 6 per cent to 4.5 per cent and that of
industrial productien Irom 9 to 6 per cent® (see table
4-31). In the six countries which recorded increases in
total output of 7 per cent or more in 1960, the rates of
expansion are expected to decline to around 4 to 5 per
cent in 1961, In Austria, the Federal Republic of Ger-
many and the Netherlands, where labour markels be-
came tight in 1960, these Jower rates may represent a
return to more normal full employment growth rates,
Growth rates of 5 per cent are anticipated in Finland
and Italy.

Table 4-31. Real Gross National Product and In-
dustrial Production, 1960 and Officinl Estimates
for 1961

{Pereentage change from preeeding year)

Gross nutional product  Industriel production

Couniry 1960 L) 1960 1861
(wefualy  (estimafed)  (octual}  (estimoled}

Western Europe» 5 9 6

6 4,
Netherlands . 9 4 13 G
Austria 8 5 8 L
Finland 8 5 11 10
Germany (Federal
Republic) 8 55 11 9
Ttaly T 5 15 U
Norway 7 4 7 "
Belgium 5 b 7 U
Denmark 5 b 3 e
France . 3 3 il 6
United Kingdom 5 3 6 5
Sweden 3 4 8 4.5
Japan 11e 9e 26 15

Source: Division of General Economic Research and Policies
of the United Nations Secretariat, based on data from replies of
Governments to the United Nations questionnaire of November
1960 on ceonomic irends, problems and policies; from "La
Situation économique de la Communauté et les perspectives
pour 1961, Jonrnal officiel des Communautds européennes
{Brussels), 22 April 1961, and from national sources

» Countries in western Lurope are arranged in descending
order of the rate of increase in gross national preduct in 1960

b Further increase, but at a lower rate than in 1960

= Fiscal year beginning 1 April.

The prospects for the remaining western European
countries in 1961 are more varied. Growth of total out-
put in these countries in 1960 was below the average
for western Furope. In 1961 only Sweden anticipates a

# The Commission of the European Economic Community has
estimated the increase in the volume of gross natienal product
of that arca in 196} at 4.5 1o 5 per cent as compared with the
increase of 7 per cent in 1960, and that of industrial production
at 6 to 7 por cent us compared with 12 per cent in 1960
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significant acceleration in the expansion of output.
While the pace of expansion in France is expected to be
maintained, a slackening is likely to eccur in Belgium,
Denmark and the United Kingdom. In the United King-
dom the slight decline in total output in the latter part
of 1960 appears to have been reversed recently after
the relaxation of hire-purchase restrictions in January
1961. However, restraints on the expansion of domestic
demand will remain necessary in view of the substantial
deterioration of the external balance in 1960.

The prospect for Japan in 1961 is similar to that for
most western European countries, The exceptionally
high rate of growth in total output in 1960 will not be
maintained in 1961, but the slackening will be only
moderate. A slower growth of exports is expected to be
the principal retarding factor.

While the rates of growth in western Europe and
Japan are likely to be lower in 1961, the pressure on
prices, which was evident in many countries during
1960, may become stronger. Wages are generally ex-
pected to rise at approximately the same rate as in 1960,
and in a few countries greater increases are considered
possible. The only countiy where wages are likely to
rise significantly less than in 1960 is the Netherlands,
which experienced an unusually large upward shift in
labour incomes after the relaxation of government con-
trol of wages and salaries in mid-1959, With the rapid
disappearance of unused productive capacity, the rate
of increase in output per man-hour, which started to
fall in most countries in the latter part of 1960, may
decline further, resulting in larger increases in unit
wage costs. The decline in the prices of imported raw
materials in the course of 1960, combined with a good
harvest, which had contributed in a number of countries
towards moderating increases in the general price level
in 1960, were fortuitous [actors that cannot be counted
upon in 1961.

In most western European countries cautious restraint
will remain the keynote in government economic policy
for 1961. In countries such as the Federal Republic of
Germany, the Netherlands and Sweden, where supply
limitations have been increasingly felt, the Governments
have introduced in recent months additional measures
to moderate the growth of demand pressures. In the
Federal Republic of Germany, for instance, the Govern-
ment decided to postpone many public building projects,
The upward revaluation of the Deutsche mark in March
1961, which was undertaken mainly for the purpese of
checking inflows of short-term funds, should facilitate
the task of relieving the pressure of demand on resources
by discouraging exports and encouraging imports. In
the Netherlands, the guilder was also revalued at the
same time; monetary policy became more restrictive
after the beginning of the year. No relaxation of gavern-
ment restraints 1s expected in 1961, in view of the fact
that new wage contracts will be negotiated later in the
rear and the current budget has already made condi-

tional arrangements for reducing direct taxes by the
middle of the year. In Sweden, the Government has
already curtailed the public building programme and
the issuance of private building permits. At the same
time, the budget for 1961/62 aims at an over-all surplus
comparable to that of the current fiscal year.

The emphasis of government policy in the United
Kingdom will also remain restrictive in 1961, mainly
for balance of payments reasons. The 1elaxation of hire-
purchase restrictions in January 1961 was introduced
for the purpose of stimulating production in the con-
sumer durable goods industries which had suffered as
a result of a decline in exports. In countries with spare
capacity and adeguate manpower, as in France and
lialy, policies are expected to remain or become more
expansionary in 1961,

The gross national product of the United States, on
a seasonally adjusted basis, fell in real terms by about
1.5 per cent from the fourth quarter of 1960 to the Arst
quarter of 1961. Most of the decline was due to the
continued cutback in inventories, although for the first
time during the recession personal consumption also
slipped slightly. The total decline from the peak in the
second quarter of 1960 was thus about 25 per cent,

However, in the second guarter of 1961 there were
signs indicaling that the worst of the current recession
might have been over. There was an upturn in inven-
lory movements in the durable goods sector. But more
important was the development in the field of industrial
production. After a fall of 7 per cent from May 1960
lo [ebruary this year, the index of industrial produc-
tion rose by one-hall of one per cent in March and hy
another 2.5 per cent in April. In addition, there was
some evidence of even stronger improvement in May.
particulatly in the steel and auwtomobile industries,
which had accounted for most of the increase in April,
It seems possibie that steel production, which was run-
ning at about half of capacity during the preceding win-
ter months, may increase to 75 per cent of capacity
hefore the middle of the year. As shown in table 432,
many other economic indicators also gained strength by

April.

Furthermore, according to the survey conducted
jointly by the United States Department of Commerce
and the Securities and Exchange Commission in late
January and February of 1961, a modest rise in busi-
ness outlays on plant and equipment is expected in the
second half of the year, although for the year as a whole
the level will be 3 per cent lower than in 1960. The
uctual development may prove to be more favourable
than had been anticipated at the beginning of the year
According to the McGraw-Hill Survey of late March
and carly April, businessmen had slightly increased
their investment plans since October 1960, and in-
tended to reduce expenditure on plant and equipment
on the average by only one per cent in 1961 (see table
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Table 4-32. United States: Recent Changes in Certain Economic Indicators

{Based on seasonally adjusted series)

Percentuge Percentoge

Lo month in decline from incrense from
Tiem 1960-1961 recession 1960 peak lotw (o

to fom April 1961
industrial production February 1961 -7.3 2.9
Sieel produced December 1960 —48.6 32.3
Cars assembled Mareh 1961 —43.6 29.1
Non-agricultural employment . December 1960 —-18 1.2
Average hours worked in manufacturing December 1560 —4.5 31
Total personal income. o .. February 1961 —09 1.0
Wage and salary disbursements in manufeeturing  June 1960 —1.9 20
Retail sales C . . January 1961 —5.8 11
New orders for durable goods January 1961 ~12.8 12.4
Private housing starts December 1960 —28.0 259

Source: United States Department of Commerce,

Economic Indieators {Washington, D.C}

4.33). This would invelve a considerable increase in
the second half of 1961.

In Canada, trends in production followed broadly
those in the United States. Fixed investment, accord-
ing to a survey conducted at the end of 1960, is expected
to rise by one lo 2 per cent in 1961 But this will be
entirely due to increases in expenditure for housing and
institutional services, since business fixed investment
is expected to decline somewhat. Exports may show a
moderate increase in 1961

Table 4.33. United States: Plans for Capital
Spending
(Billions of dollars)

Percenlaye

Item 1960 1961 chanye,
(aciual) (planned) 15960 o 14561

Manufaciusing 14.48 14.09 -3

Mining .99 1.03 4

Railroads . 1.03 0.69 -3
Other transport and

communications . 5.07 4.80 -5

Electric and gas utilities 5.68 6.13 8

Commescial . B4 8.61 A

Torar 3569 35.35 —1

Source: **Business Plans for New Plant and Equipment, 1961,
1964", Fourtesnth dAnnual McGraw Hill Survey {New York)
28 April 1961

Survey of Current Business; Joint Economic Committee,

Unemployment still remains high in both countries;
on a seasonally adjusted basis, it amounts to nearly 7
per cent of the labour force in the United States and to
8 per cent in Canada. The immediate outlook is that a
considerable degree of unempioyment will persist dur-
ing 1961, but in the United States it is expected to fall
10 about 6 per cent of the labour force by the end of
the year.

Up to January 1961, the United Siates had relied
mainly upon expansionary monelary measures lo
achieve a recovery of economic activity Subsequently,
steps were taken to speed up activity en federal projects,
to accelerate the return of [unds to the private sector
and Lo lower interest rates on housing loans. Congress
passed legislation providing for a temporary exiension
of unemployment compensation benefits, and for an in-
crease in the legal minimum wage. A number of long
term measures which will have a stimulating effect on
the economy were also proposed. These include a tax
reform to stimulate plant investment. programmes for
aid to education, urban renewal and a liberalization of
social securily benefits. Moreover, the problem of
structural unemployment is receiving increased alten-
tion. A federal loan-grant programme to help depressed
aress atlract new industries has passed Congress, and
a programme fo1 the retraining of manpower displaced
hy automation has been introduced.



Chapter 5
RECENT TRENDS IN PRIMARY EXPORTING COUNTRIES

After two years in which external developments had
exercised a preponderant influence upon the course of
economic policy and events in the primary exporting
countties, 1960 opened with domestic decisions playing
the determining role in shaping the course of internal
economic developments. The change reflects the fact
that the cyclical upswing in the industrial countries
had brought with it an expansion in demand for raw
materials in consequence of which primary commodity
prices—and the average export unit values of the primary
exporting countries—had inched upwards throughout
1959. It also reflects the fact that by dint of severe
restraint on imports, the primary exporting countries
had restored their over-all deficit on the balance of
trade to manageable proportions, so that after two years
of sharp contraction foreign exchange reserves had been
augmented, at least slightly, in 1959; - '

With external pressures thus relaxed, most of the
primary exporting countiies allowed domestic expendi-
ture to rise significantly in 1960. In most instances this
was achieved thiough an increase in investment, though
in some countries tax concessions or a loosening of
import control brought about a marked rise in con-
sumption. While domestic production rose appreciably
in most of the primary exporting countries, the growth
in agricultural output was generally less favourable
than in the previous year. The combined result of a
substantial rise in investment, a proportionately smaller
but wide-spread rise in consumption and a tendency
for domestic agricultural production 1o lag was the
building up of an unprecedented demand for imports.

While internal circumstances were thus inducing a
major expansion in imports, world markets for most of
the saleable products of the primary exporling countries
had begun to weaken. With the failure of the upswing

in economic activity in North America, the effect of the
boom in western Europe and Japan on markets for most
raw materials was not sufficient to sustain prices: after a
rise of about an eighth between the end of 1958 and
mid-1960, the price index of raw materials in interna-
tional trade began to recede again, without having re-
gained the pre-recession average of 1957. The rise in
raw material prices was not sustained long enough to
offset decisively the continuing downward drift of food
prices under the influence of large stocks and a furthex
accumulation of surpluses of several major commodities.
As a result, the price index of all primary commadities
moving in international trade had barely regained the
end of 1958 figure when, early in 1960, it started to slide
downwards again.!

The failure of the average commodity price index to
register any advance in 1960, compared with 1959, had
grave implications for most of the primary exporting
countries. Instead of being able to finance the upsurge
in imports by means of a parallel rise in export earnings,
most of these countries found their trade balances de-
teriorating rapidly. The result was a spate of overseas
borrowing, a considerable rise in foreign short-term
liabilities and a drawing down of the exchange reserves
that had been accumulated in the previous year. By the
end of 1960 the problem of financing the trade deficit
was again the principal determinant of internal policy
and many of the primary exporting countries were put-
ting into effect measures designed to reduce the demand
for imports. Where foreign credits were not available
this often involved a cut in the rate of growth in invest.
ment.

* The world primery commodity situation in 1969 is discussed
in some detail in United Nations, Commodity Survey, 1960 {Sales
No.: 61.11D.1).

The impact of external developments

THE CROWTH OF EXPORT EARNINGS

The expansion in world demand for the products of
the primary exporting countries, so marked in 1959,
began to slow down early in 1960, North American
imports from the primary exporting countries showed
little if any further growth; imports into western
Furope increased vigorously in the first half of the year
but then began to slacken. In very few cases was the
expansion in demand sufficient to put any strain on sutp-
plies; for most of the export products of the primary
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exporting countries, capacity remained in excess of rates
of consumption. The increase in demand, therefore, was
achieved with relatively small changes in price: only
in the case of rubber and non-apparel fibres did supplies
lag to such a degree that prices registered a rapid up-
swing. The price index of all primary commodities
moving in international trade rose by about 3 per cent
between the beginning of 1959 and the middle of 1960;
and that gain was lost in the second half of 1960. The
unit value of exports from the primary exporting coun-
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tries recorded an even smaller rise and that too was
reversed in the second half of 1960: by the third quarter
this index had dropped below the corresponding 1959
level, 9 per cent below the 1957 average.

As a result of the siackening in the rale of expansion
in demand for the products of the primary exporling
countries, the aggregate volume of the latter’s exporls
increased by only half as much between 1959 and 1960
as it had between 1958 and 1959 when a gain of almost
8 per cent was registered. The decline in the rate of
increase was sharpest in Latin America and Oceania: the
export quantum index rose only slightly in Latin Amer-
jca while in Oceania it was virtually the same in 1960 as
in 1959. In Africa and southern and south-castern Asia
the quantum of exports registered a further substantial
rise between 1959 and 1960—almost 7 per cent—but in
both regions this was less than the rise recorded in the
previous interval. Only in the Middle East was there an
acceleration: at about one-eighth, the expansion between
1959 and 1960 was about half as much again as between
1058 and 1959. Compared with the pre-recession index
of 1957, the 1960 quantum of exports was about a third
greater in the Middle Last, about a sixth greater in
Africa, an eighth greater in Latin America, a tenth
sreater in Oceania and only about 2 per cent greater in
southern and south-eastern Asia,

The southern and south-eastern Asian region, how-
ever, was the only one to enjoy an average unit value of
exports higher than in 1957, In Africa and the Middle
East unit values hardly recovered at all in 1959/60 and
the average for 1960 was almost 10 per cent below the
pre-recession level. In Latin America and Oceania there
was a more marked recovery in 1959, but it followed a
sharper decline in 1958 and it was not sustained in 1960:
in both regions the 1960 average was an cighth or more
below the 1957 average (see chart 5-1).

I relation to the pre-recession level, the export carn-
ings of the primary exporting countries reached their
Towest rate in the second quarter of 1958, almost 8600
million below the corresponding 1957 figure. The sub-
sequent recovery carried them to a peak in the second
quarter of 1960, about $600 million above the corre-
sponding 1957 figure. Thereafter, the dip in unit values
and the faltering in volume combined to reverse the
upward trend in earnings. The slowing down in the rise
in export earnings was common to all major groups of
exporters: in the aggregate the counlries exporling
mainly raw materials — fibres, rubber and metals — o
tropical foodstufls carned less in the second half of 1960
than in the second half of 1959. This reffects chiefly the
drag on carnings exerted by the downward price trend
of rubber, wool and the heverage ciops: rubber prices
declined steeply in 1960 from the 1959 peak, wool
prices in the last quarler of 1960 averaged aboul 8 per
cent below the corresponding 1959 figure, while
throughout 1959 and 1960 the quarterly price index of
coffec and cocoa moving in international trade remained

helow the corresponding figure in the preceding year
{see chart 5-2).

The export earnings of the temperate food group re-
mained remarkably stable in 1958 and 1959, but began
to expand significantly in the fourth quarter of 1959
under the influence of an upsurge in shipments {rom
Spain—in the wake of a major currency devaluation—
and to a less extent {rom Lebanon, Ireland, Israel and
Portugal. The earnings of this group reflect the relative
price stability of many of the temperate foods, particu-
farly fruit, and the continuation of the upward move-
ment in meat prices: in 1960 these averaged 15 per cent
above the 1953 level and 55 per cent above the 1950
level,

A steady decline in fuel prices throughout the 1957 to
1960 cycle tended to offset the expansion in the volume
of shipments {rom the petroleum exporting countries.
Aggregate earnings, which had declined in 1959, rose
again in 1960, but al a rate which diminished in the see-
ond half of the year.

As implied above, the widest swings in earnings were
those of the countries exporting mainly raw materials:
these registered the sharpest decline in 1958, the most
marked rise in 1959 and a notable shrinking of the rate
of increase in 1960. In the case of the fibre exporting
group, changes in aggregate earnings, reflecting the
course of the textile industry cycle, conformed closely to
movements in the price index of wool and cotton moving
in international trade: after rising steadily in 1959, this
index tailed off rapidly in 1960--cotton prices remain-
ing stable but wool prices receding again—and in the
final quarter of the year it was actually below the cor-
responding 1959 level. Changes in the prices of non-
apparel fibres exercised a moderating effect in 1960: the
prices of hard fibres remained relatively firm and high
while the poor 1959/60 jute crop caused raw jute prices
lo soar. However, the resultant increase in the value of
exports from Pakistan was insufficient to prevent the
total earnings of the fibre exporting group {rom drop-
ping below the corresponding 1959 level in the lasi
quarter of 1960,

The metals, ores and rubber exporting group—influ-
enced most strongly by changes in the level of activity
in the durable goods industries in the industrial coun-
tries—registered swings of the greatest amplitude. The
rise in earnings was well sustained in 1959, but tapered
off rapidly after the first quarter of 1960. This reflects’
the trend of the price of rubber in international trade
which affected the course of earnings in the group to a
greater extent than did the relatively modest fluctuations
in the price index of non-ferrous base metals and ores.
The latler, however, also fost momentum in the second
half of 1960, and by the last quarter was below the cor-
responding 1959 level.
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Chart §-1. Primary Exporting Countries: Indices of Foreign Trade Quantum and Unit Value
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Chart 5-2.  Changes in Prices of Selected Comimod ities and in Export Proceeds and Import Expendi-

ture of Groups of Countries Exporting Them'
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THE SOURCE AND DISTRIBUTION OF INCREASES IN
EXPORT PROCEEDS

Notwithstanding the slackening in the rate of growth
of export volume and the reversal in the 1958/60 up-
ward creep in average unit value, the relative gain in
total earnings of the primary exporting countries was
just over 5 per cent between 1959 and 1960. Between
1958 and 1959, the increase was just under 7 per cent.
The proportion of countries registering a decline be-
tween 1959 and 1960—about & third of the eighty-seven
for which data are available—was somewhat lower than
in the previous interval, but among them were rather
more of the major traders, including Australia, Brazil
and Indonesia. In 2 third of the countries whose earn-
ings declined, however, the reduction was only mar-
ginal. In only about a fifth of the primary exporting
countries were earnings down by more than 3 per cent
and these were predominantly the smaller traders,
accounting for less than an eighth of total exports. Less
than a tenth of the primary exporting countries experi-
enced reductions of more than 10 per cent in their
export proceeds: these were all small traders—riespon-
sible for little more than one per cent of the total ex-
ports of the primary exporting countries—that had
expanded their exports markedly in 1959 {Barbados
and Bolivia, for example) or had had poor export crops
in 1959/60 (Mauritius, Nicaragua, Paraguay and
Tunisia, for example).

At the other end of the scale, increases of a fifth o1
more were scored by about a sixth of the primary
exporting countries under review—a larger proportion
than in 1959 but, because it included fewer of the
major traders, accounting for a smaller proportion of
total earnings (see table 5-1). Among the countries
registering significant—over 10 per cent—increases in

their export proceeds between 1959 and 1960 there was
less of a commodity concentration than in the previous
interval. Higher rubber earnings played an important
part in the gains of the Federation of Malaya, North
Borneo and Thailand and higher metal and ore earnings
in those of Jamaica, the Republic of Korea, Peru, the
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland and Sierra
Leone. However, there were also large increases among
fibre exporters such as Pakistan, Tanganyika and the
United Arab Republic {Egypt), petroleum exporters
such as Kuwait and Trinidad, rice exporters such
as Cambodia and the Republic of Viet-Nam and fruit
exporters such as Lebanon and Spain. In addition, sev-
eral of the countries that had experienced a sharp dip
in exports between 1958 and 19590—Costa Rica, Haiti,
Réunion and Uruguay, for example—registered cor-
respondingly sharp gains between 1959 and 1960.

Only three groups earned less in 1960 than in 1959:
those whose exports consisted principally of cocoa, to-
baceo or refined petroleum. In the cocoa group the re-
duetion was due entirely to the decline in cocoa prices.
This was offsel by a major expansion in volume in the
case of Ghana but not in the case of Cameroun. Reduc-
tions in unit value and quantum were about equally
responsible for the decline in the earnings of the tobacco
and secondary petroleum groups. In the tobacco group
the reduction occurred mainly in Turkey; in the sec-
ondary petroleum group the principal factor was a
decline in shipments from the Netherlands Antilles and
Sarawak.

In maost of the other groups, quantum gains played
a larger part than price increases in 1aising tetal pro-
ceeds (see table 5-2). This was generally true of the
food expbrting groups as well as those exporting mainly
crude petroleum, rubber or wool: among these groups

Table 5-1. Primary Exporting Countries: Distribution of Changes in
Exports and Imports

Erporis fo.b. Imports ¢.i.f.

Ratio Nu;nber E?ﬂ?ﬁm?;}}u Nug}bcr Impgggrmﬂ«;ngturc

{nrevions year = 100) couniries dollars} cotirlries dollars)
1959 19500 1959 19600 959 1960 1959 1960
Less than 90 10 8 2.5 0.4 21 3 8.6 3.0
Less than 95. 16 16 38 2.8 30 10 10.8 4.1
Less than 100 32 27 6.7 8.6 43 18 13.9 6.0
100 or more. . 55 60 243 24.0 44 69 18.7 31.0
More than 105 37 30 16.2 13.3 23 59 83 26.8
More than 110 23 28 8.8 8.0 12 47 2.7 21.1
More than 120 13 15 53 3.2 4 20 1.1 9.0
More than 130 . . 6 7 20 i.6 2 5 0.8 1.2
Torarh 87 87 31.0 32.6 87 87 336 36.9

Souree: Division of General Feonomic Research
and Policies of the United Nations Seecretariat,
based on International Monetary Fund, Interna-
tionai Financial Statistics.

s Preliminary, estimated for some countries on
the basis of less than twelve months’ trade

b Ior list of countries included, see footnotes to
1able 5-2; for statistical convenience former French
Equatorial Africn und former Trench West Africa
have been incorpursied as single entities; Hong
Kong and Singapore have also been included.
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Table 5-2. Primary Exporting Countries: Indices of Export and Import Quantum,

Unit Value and Terms

of Trade’

{Corresponding portion of preceding year =100)

Ezporfsfob. Imports c.i.f.

Terms of lrade
Couniry group Quanfum Unil value Quanrtun {nit nalue —_—
exporling mainly it et e s 1959 1960
1959 1960 1959 1960 1959 1960 1854 18960
Cocont . 116 118 90 84 119 111 4o 101 91 a3
Ricee. ... S 118 114 98 97 109 110 a8 103 98 04
Petroleum, cruded 106 110 95 97 1064 90 99 102 95 95
Oil-seeds and oilse 100 105 104 98 94 116 99 101 105 97
Fruits and wines! 107 125 91 97 W01 109 98 100 93 98
Sugars 100 101 93 99 91 91 98 101 a5 98
Woole . 109 101 106 100 94 123 100 102 106 98
Rubber!. 102 109 121 99 101 120 97 101 124 98
Tobaceo! 131 97 89 97 il18 116 160 o8 89 99
Coffees 119 162 85 99 104 110 97 98 87 101
Petroleum, secondary! o8 96 95 97 103 97 89 95 107 102
Metals and ores®™. 112 103 103 104 93 110 Y 102 104 102
Vegetable fibres® 108 101 96 107 94 115 99 105 97 103
Mezte 99 104 103 105 93 1i3 96 102 107 103
Tear 106 95 100 108 111 106 98 100 101 108
Average, countries listed 107 105 98 100 99 109 98 101 100 99
Average, under-developed

areast . 108 104 96 101 99 106 98 102 98 99

Source; Division of General Economic Research and Policies
of the United Nations Secretariat; Seatistics] Office of the United
Nations, Monthly Bulletin of Statistics; International Monetary
Fund, Internationel Financial Statistics

» Group indices are derived from country indices weighted by
the current dollar value of exports er imports; 1960 fgures are
prelimipary, based on less than twelve months’ trade in some
countries.

b Cpmeroun and Ghana.

¢ Burma, Cambodia and Thailand.

4 Brunei, Iran, Irag, Kuwait, Qutar,
and Tobago and Venezucla,

¢t Former French West Africa,
pines.

1 Aleeria, Ecuader, Honduras,
gat and Spain.

« Barbadoes, British Guiana,
Republic, Fiji, Guadeloupe, Marlinique,

Saudi Arabia, Trinidad
Libya, Nigeria and the Philip.
Israel, Lebanon, Panams, Porta-

China (Taiwan), Cuba, Dominican
Mauritius and Héunion

price movements were all downward, though only
slightly in the majority of cases. The most notazble
exception was the tea group in which India enjoyed
an appreciable rise in average exporl unit value, partly
through an increase in the price of high-grade tea but
also through a substantial recovery in burlap priees in
the wake of the jute shortage relerred to earlier in
this chapter. The meat exporting group was also an
exception: il registered a 5 per cent 1ise in average
unit value as well as a somewhat smaller rise in export
quantum.

In contrast to the changes among most of the food
exporting groups, increases in unit value contributed
more than increases in volume to the rise in the export
carnings of the groups exporting mainly metals and ores
or vegetable fibres. These groups earned between 7 and
8 per cent more in 1960 than in 1959, the bulk of the
gain stemming from higher prices.

b Austratin, New Zealand, Union of South Afriea and Urupuay .

i Fedesation of Malaya, Indenesia, North Borneo and the Re-
public of Viet-Nam.

i Greece and Turkey.

4 Angols, Brazl, Colombin, Costa Rica,
Guatemala, Haiti and Mudagascur

1 Aden, Bahrain, Netherlands Antilies and Surawak.

w Bolivia, Chile, Congo, Cyprus, Federation of Rhodesia and
Nyasaland, Jamaiea, Jordan, Moroceo, Peru, Republic of Korea,
Sierra Leone, Surinam and Tunisia.

s British East Africa, former French Equatorial Africa, Mexico,
Mazarsbique, Nicaragua, Pakisten, Sudan, United Arab Republio
(EgyXl) and United Arab Republic (Syria}.

o Argentina, Ireland and Paraguay.

v Ceylon and Indin.

n Latin Ameriea, Africa (exeluding the Union of South Afriea),
Middle East (excluding Turkey), southern and south-eastern
Asin, weighted by the value of trade in 1953

El Salvador, Ethiopia,

For most of the food exporters the decline in average
unit value of exports between 1959 and 1960 was the
second one in succession; for the coflee, sugar, fruit
and wine and tobacco exporting groups it was the third
successive decline. It was also the third successive de-
cline for the petroleum exporters. For the rubber, wool
and oil-seeds expotters, on the other hand, the decline
in 1960 followed a marked recovery in the preceding
vear. In the vegetable fibre group the recovery came
in 1960 followed a marked recovery in the preceding
had dropped sharply in the recession, the rise between
1959 and 1960 was the second in a row. For the meat
exporting group it was also the second increase.

In most countries the changes in export prices be-
tween 1959 and 1960 were smaller than those that had
occurred in the two preceding intervals. On balance
it was a very slight upward movement, in contrast to
the decline between 1957 and 1959. The overwhelming
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bulk of the increment in total export proceeds between
1959 and 1960, however, came from the expansion in
volume.

THE UPSWING IN IMPORTS

As has happened in previous cycles, the course of
imports into Lthe primary exporting countries conformed
closely to that of export earnings, but with a distinct
lag. The reversal in the downward movement in exporl
earnings came in mid-1958, that in imports not until
well into 1959 The upswing in earnings faltered in
the second half of 1960; imporl expenditure continued
to increase: having been cut back sharply in 1958, it did
nol regain 1957 rates until the beginning of 1960.

As in the case of export earnings, the most decisive
cyclical swing in import expendilure was registered
by the raw material exporters. Imports into the fibre ex.
porling counlries, having declined steadily in 1958/59,
rose correspondingly in 1959/60, reaching a peak rate
of expansion in the third quarter of 1960 when imports
were a foarth above the corresponding 1959 level, The
rate of increase of impotts into the rubber and metal
exporting group of countries began to taper off some-
what earlier, but expansion coutinued throughout 1960.
This was true of the food exporting group, oo, although
—as suggested above—both the cuts in 1958 and 1959
and the increase in 1960 were relatively smaller (see
chart 5-2).

In contrast 1o the upswing in importts into most of
the primary cxporting countries in 1959 and 1960,
there was no recovery in the case of the petroleum
exporting group: import expenditure was reduced fur-
ther in 1960. The dominant element in this downward
trend was Venezuela whose impoits had been particy-
larly high in 1957 A decline in refining activity in the
Netherlands Antilles also contributed to the reduction
in the group’s total imports. Only in Aden, Irag, Qatar
and Trinidad was there a marked expansion in imports
and this was insufficient to oflset the contraction else-
where.

While price changes played a major role in reducing
export earnings in 1958 and holding them back in
1959, they contributed tather less to the reduction in
import expenditures: while the volume of exports rose
fairly continuously between mid-1958 and end-1960,
the volume of imports dipped steeply in 1958 and,
though rising strongly thereafter, was only about 3 per
cent above the 1957 level in 1960. Between 1957 and
1958 and again between 1958 and 1959, import ex.
penditure was reduced by aimost twice as much—some-
what less than 6 per cent and 3 per cent respectively—
as import volume. And between 1959 and 1960, the
upturn in prices added between one and 2 per cent 1o
the cost of imports, the volume of which expanded by
almost 9 per cent.

The trend of import price changes was broadly simi-
lar in the main geographical regions; the downswing

was mosl marked and the upswing least marked in
Africa, while Oceania registered the smallest changes
(see chart 5-1). The course of import quantum differed
to a much greater extent. At the one extreme was the
upsurge of imports into Oceania in 1959 and 1960 which
cartied the average quantum index for 1960 1o about a
fifth above the 1957 level. At the other extreme was the
continuance of the downward drift of imports into
Latin America, as a 1esult of which the average quan-
tum index in 1960 was about an eighth below the 1957
level. Imports inte southern and south-eastern Asia
hately 1egained the 1957 level in 1960. In the Middle
East there was a much steadier growth in the volume of
imports. In Africa, too, the 1958-1959 decline was less
pronounced, but the rapid rise in the second half of
1959 was not sustained thioughout 1960 and for the
year as a whole the volume of imports was only about
9 per cent above the 1957 level.

As indicaled above, the increase in import expendi-
ture in 1900 was wide-spread: about four-fi{ths of the
countries for which dala are available imported more
in 1960 than in 1959. Between 1958 and 1959 the pro-
porlion 1egistering increases was only one-hall {see
lable 5-1). The proportion of countries reducing theix
inports by 10 per cent or more dropped from 24 per
cenl Lo O per cent and the proportion of trade accounted
for by such countries dropped in a comparable fashion.
There was a corresponding change at the other end of
the scale: well over hall of the primary exporting
countries increased their imports by 10 per cent or
more in 1960 compared with less than a seventh of the
countries in 1959, while the trade for which these coun-
lries accounted 10se cven mote sharply—fiom 8 per
cent Lo over 57 per cent.

The only important trading countiies to regisler re-
ductions of more than 10 per cent in import expenditure
between 1959 and 1960 were the Netherlands Antilles
and Venezuela (which bore the brunt of the readjust-
ment to surplus conditions in the world petroleum mar-
ket}, Cuba and the Dominican Republic {(which bore
the brunt of the readjustment in world sugar {rade that
followed in the wake of the political changes in which
they were involved) and the Congo, where constitutional
changes were accompanied by ecenomic breakdown in
parts of the country. There was a cuthack of just under
10 per cent in Spain where retrenchment was part of a
drastic stabilization programme.

[n contiast to these were a number of countries in
which imports rose by a fourth or more, including (in
descending order of relative increase) Pakistan, Uru-
guay, Cambodia, Australia, Pere, China {Taiwan) and
Indonesia, These were generally among the countries
which had enjoyed 2 substantial rise in expoil earnings
in the second half of 1959 and the frst half of 1960,

In the groupings of countries according to their
principal exporl (see table 5-2) only two-the sugar and
the petroleum exporling groups—spent less on imporis
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in 1960 than in 1959. In the case of the sugar group
the reduction was entirely the result of the upheaval in
Cuban trade consequent upon the break in relations with
the United States. In the case of the petroleum produe-
ing group the reduction was largely a reflection of the
severe cut in imports into Venezuela, referred to above,
though some of the Middle East producers also imported
somewhat less than in 1959. In the casc of the refining
group, it was the course of petroleum trade itself which
resulted in a reduction in imports: prices of crude were
lower and, as indicated above, imports into the Nether-
fands Antilles and Sarawak were also smaller in volume.

For the rest there was a sizable expansion in imports:
in terms of quantum it ranged from less than 10 per
cent in the case of the tea, rice and fruit and wine
exporting groups to over 20 per cent in the case of the
rubber and wool experting groups. Except in the case of
the secondary petroleum group, discussed above, im-
port prices did not diverge much from the 1959 level.
Having dropped measurably and almost universally
hetween 1958 and 1959—partly as a result of declining
freight rates—there was a tendency for the price of
imports to average somewhat more in 1960. The unit
value of manufactures in international trade was about
3 per cent higher than in 1959 and this offset—and in
most groups more than offset—the further decline in
food and fuel prices. Apart from the secondary petro-
leum group, the coffee, fruit and tobacco exporting
groups were the only ores lo register a lower import
unit value in 1960: the decline was most marked in
Brazil, Greece and Spain. The vegetable fibre exporling
group regislered the largest increase—a reflection. in
part, of higher import prices reported by Mexico.

MoVEMENTS IN THE TERMS OF FRABE

Total manufacturing production outside the centyally
planned countries rose by 11 per cent between 1958 and
1959 and by 5 per cent between 1959 and 1960. These
increases—and the concomitant rise in demand for in-
dustrial materials—were largely responsible for an im-
provement in the terms of trade of the raw material
exporting countries: by about 6 per cent in 1959 and
about one per cenl in 1960. These gains were more of
tess oflset by a comparable deterioration in the terms of
trade of the food and fuel exporting countries. Thus for
the primary exporting countiies as a whole the terms of
trade in 1939 and 1960 remained approximately at the
1958 level. In 1959 there was a slight decline in both
export and import unit values; in 1960 there was a slight
rise {see table 5.2) .

The principal exceptions to the pattern in 1960 were
the tea, meat and coflee groups among the food ex-
porters, whose terms of Irade improved, and the wool
and rubber groups among the raw material exporters.
whose terms of trade deteriorated alter their sharp rise
in 1959. The meal and tea exporters were the only groups
to register a steady improvement in their terms of trade

throughout the 1957 to 1960 cycle. For most of the food
exporters, however, the terms of trade worsened between
1959 and 1960 as they had between 1958 and 1959. In
the case of the sugar group, indeed, this was the third
successive decline in the purchasing power of its exports,
The coffee exporters registered a slight improvement in
1960 after two years of rapid decline: between 1959 and
1960 the average cost of its imports dropped slightly
more than the average price of its exports. The sharpest
reduction in 1960 was in the cocoa exporting group
whose terms of trade had also worsened in 1959—hut
only after a considerable rise—against the trend—follow-
ing a poor harvest in 1957/58.

Like the sugar group the petroleum exporters also
experienced the third successive deterioration in their
terms of trade between 1959 and 1960, The group was
divided, however: the countries exporting mainly crude
oil suffered a second decline of 5 per cent in their terms
of trade while—partly as a result—the exporters of re-
fined products enjoyed a second, though smaller, im-
provement in their terms of trade.

Among the raw malerial exporters, the metals group
regisiered an appreciable improvement both in 1959 and
in 1960. The terms of trade of the fibre group, though
declining just as sharply in 1958, rose only slightly in
the recovery phase This reflects, for the most part, dif-
ferences in the movements of colton and wool prices
Between 1958 and 1959 wool prices rose, while the aver-
age export unil value of the vegetable fibre group
declined. Between 1959 and 1960 the position was
reversed: the unit value of exports of the wool group
was barely maintained. while that of the vegetable fibre
group—benefiting from higher prices for sisal as well as
for long staple cotlon—-was somewhat higher.

THE DESTINATION OF EXPORTS

The expansion in the trade of the primary exporting
countries between 1959 and 1960 was widely distributed.
In absolute terms, by far the largest increase was in
shipments to western Europe, but there were also majol
gains in expoils to southern and south-eastern Asia,
Japan, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and east-
ern Burope and Oceania. There were smaller gains in
exporis to the West Indies, Africa, the Middle Fast and
mainland China. The only reductions were in trade with
the western hemisphere: shipments to North America
were about 2 per cent—8136 million—below the 1959
level and shipments 10 Latin America were also some-
what lower—largely because of a 3 per cent contraction
in trade ameng the twenty republics themselves,

Apart from an expansion of almost $200 mitlion to
western Europe, the most notable development in the
pattern of Latin American trade was a switch from
Notth America to the centrally planned countries:
largely as a result of the realignment of the Cuban sugar
trade, exporis to North America dropped by aboul $108
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million while exports to the Soviet Union and eastern
Europe increased by almost the same amount. Latin
America was the only region to export less to Japan in
1960 than in 1959 {see table 5-3). More than half of the
increase in the value of exports to the primary exporting
regions was accounted for by shipments to the West
Indies—largely crude petroleum moving from Venezuela
to Trinidad.

About half of the increase in the earnings of Africa
from expanded trade with western Europe was offset by
the reduction in the proceeds of North American trade.
Far hehind the gain in expoils to western Europe in
absolute terms was a large proportionate increase in
exports to southern and south-eastern Asia, of which
purchases by India—of copper from Northern Rhodesia
and cotton from East Africa—were major elements.
There was also a sizable increase in exports of maize by
the Union of South Africa to the Philippines where the
Tocal 1959 crop had been a poor one. In contrast to Latin
America, trade within the region was greater than in
1959 (by about 6 pex cent}; as in Latin America, how-
ever, this trade remained less than 10 per cent of the
region’s total exports. African exports to the Soviet
Union and eastern Europe, though less than 2 per cent
of the total, also rose sharply in 1960, reflecting in-
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creased sales of copper from the Federation of Rhodesia
and Nyasaland, cocoa from Ghana, and wool from the
Union of South Africa,

The Middle East increased its trade to a greater extent
than any of the other primary exporting regions. Ship-
ments to western Europe~largely of petroleum—ac-
counted for about a third of the increment and ship-
ments to Japan for about a sixth. Unlike most of the
other regions, the Middle East increased its earnings
from shipments to North America, notwithstanding a
marked decline in the average price of crude petroleum
between 1959 and 1960. About 10 per cent of the incre-
ment in earnings came from trade with southern and
south-eastern Asia; cotton and rice contributed to this—
Egyptian cotton exports to India were double the 1959
volume—though the bulk of the gain was accounted for
by petroleum. There were smaller increases in exports
to each of the other regions with the exception of Latin
America where development of local petroleum re-
sources in Argentina and Brazil further reduced import
demand.

By far the largest absolute increase in the value of
exports between 1959 and 1960 was that recorded in
southern and south-eastern Asia: at about §530 million
it accounted for about 40 per cent of the expansion in

Table §-3. Primary Exporting Countries: Distribution of Exports, by Region
(Value, millions of dollars, Lo b; index, 1959 =100}

Exporling reglon

Value’ of exporls lo

and period Centrally Primary
Worlds MNorth Weslern Japan planned exporting
Americn Europe countries counlries
Primary exporting countriest
Value: 1959 . 20,619 6,878 12,515 1,573 1,114 7,109
Index: 1960 104 98 104 112 116 108
Latin America
Value: 1959 8,318 3,825 2,515 251 153 1,562
Index: 1960, 103 97 107 95 173 102
Africa
Value: 1959 ... 5,066 494 3,550 85 B7 691
Index: 1960 .. 104 87 104 113 132 111
Middle East
Value: 1959 4,705 428 2,355 261 294 1,223
Index: 1960 108 130 106 126 113 167
Southern and south-eastern Asta
Value: 1959 . . 7,159 1,241 1,982 665 473 2,767
Index: 1960 107 104 106 111 97 111
Oceania
Value: 1959 2,828 357 1,542 291 106 490
Index: 1960 99 84 95 116 116 114
Othere
Value: 1959 1,543 532 572 21 1 375
Index: 1960 102 99 105 120 44 101

Source: Statistical Office of the United Nations.
s Including exports whose destination was not

reported.

b Sum of regions indicated; Greece, Yreland,
Portugal, Spain and Turkey are not include

@ Mostly the West Indies.
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the combined earnings of the primary exporting coun-
tries. Well over half this increase came from exports to
primary exporling counlries, most notably those within
the region. Most of the counlries paiticipated in this
upsurge in intra-regional trade: in terms of total value
the largest increases were in the entrepdt trade of Hong
Kong and Singapore. the rice and tin ore exports of
Thailand, the tin and rubber shipments of the Federa-
tion of Malaya to Singapore and India and the raw jute
exports of Pakistan. Proportionately, however, there
were also major increases in the exports of Cambodia
and the Republic of Viet-Nam—mainly of rice—and of
China {Taiwan), the Philippines and Sarawak, Only
Burma, India and Indonesia sold less within the region
in 1960 than in 1959.

About a fifth of the increase in the combined earnings
of the countries of southern and south-eastern Asia came
from exports to western Europe and about an eighth
{rom exports to Japan Like the Middle East, the region
sold more to North America in 1960: though there were
reductions in exports to the Uniled States of sorme major
products—rnotably rubber and copra—these were more
than offset by increases in a number of other items, in-
cluding in particular lin and copper, sugar {the Philip-
pines filling part of the gap left by the ending of the
Cuban quota), jute burlap and, significantly. a range
of manufaciured cotton and rayen lextiles, sajes of
which rose from about 70 mitlion to over 100 million

Southern and south-eastern Asia also increased its
exporis to other primary exporting regions, especially
(Oceania, receipls from which were almost a fourth
greater than in 1959 In contrast to the other regions,
however, it sold less to the Soviet Union and ecastein
Europe: largely becanse of the decline in the price of
rubber, the value of exporls te these destinations
dropped back by about 3 per cent in 1960.

Oceania was the only region to export less in 1960
than in 1959, The principal decline was in receipis from
western Eurepe but there was alse a reduction in sales
to North America and to mainland China. Exports to
other regions were all higher, especially in the case of
Japan whose purchases of wool were at a record level
and, on a smaller scale, the Soviet Union which re-
entered the Australian auctions in 1959/00, swilching
its purchases from Latin American suppliers. Trade
within the region also registered a sharp—20 per cent-
increase as Australia raised the level of its exports lo

New Zealand.

In the aggregate the expansion in exports from the
primary exporting countries in 1960 was distinguished
by the slackening in trade with the industrial countries
and the revival of trade among the primary exporting
countries themselves. Between 1958 and 1959, notwith-
standing a decline of about 4 per cent in average price,
the value of exports to North America and western
Europe had risen by about 6 per cent; belween 1959 and
1960 it rose by less than 2 per cent. Between 1958 and

1959 trade among the primary exporting countries had
remained virtuaily stationary in total value; between
1959 and 1960 it rose by more than 8 per cent. The rate
of growth of exports o Japan—though, at 12 per cent,
still relatively high--was only half the previous figure.
Exporls to the centrally planned countries, on the other
hand, expanded by 12 per cent between 1958 and 1959
and by 16 per cent between 1959 and 1960, exceeding 4
per cent of total primary exporting countries’ exports
for the first time.

Notwithstanding the lag in North American demand
and the considerable expansion in trade among the pri-
mary exporting countries themselves, the industrial
countries again absorbed the bulk-~about 70 per cent—
of the exports from these countries. The main com-
ponent of the increase in this trade hetween 1959 and
1960 was raw malerials: thus after a decline of a sixth
between 1957 and 1958~as industrial demand receded--
and a partial recovery in 1959, earnings {rom raw
material exporls to the industrial countries reached a
new peak in 1960, about 7 per cent above the highest
pre-recession figure of 1956,

To judge {rom the value of imports into the industrial
countries in the frst three quarters of the year. the
largesl gain in earnings from raw material exports from
the primary exporting countries acerued to southern and
south-eastern Asia: this region received more than half
the total increment, a rise of a fourth on the correspond-
ing 1959 figure (see lable 5-4). The relative size of this
gain probably diminished as 1960 progressed, for in the
second half of the year raw material prices were declin-
ing, very sharply in the case of rubber, a major source
of the region’s earnings. It is probable that the large risz
in the earnings of Oceania from raw material exporls
was similarly reduced by lower wool prices in the final
guarler of the year; and Lo a less extent the smaller gains
in Afriea (about 10 per cent) and Latin America (about
6 per eent} may also have been somewhat lower on the
basis of a full year comparison.

Next to raw materials, manufactures—mostly non-
ferrous metals and textiles—yielded the largest incre-
ment in proceeds {rom exports to the industrial coun-
tries. All regions, with the exception of Oceania, gained
substantially from this source. In the aggregate the in-
crease in the first three quarters of the year was as much
as a fourth but as the prices of non-ferrous metals were
tising in the final quarter of 1959 and declining in the
final quarter of 1960, the increase in the {ull year was
probably smaller.

Among the major componenis of the rise in earnings
from manufactures was a very large increase in ship
ments from Latin Ameriea to western Europe, chiefly of
copper and other metals, sales of which were over 50
per cent higher in 1960. There was alzo 2 marked rise—
of over a third—in shipmenits from southern and south-
eastern Asia, both to western Europe and to North
America. High jute prices played & part in this rise but



176

Pary II. CURRENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS

Table 5-4, Exports of Selected Categories of Goods
to Industrial Countries

(Yalue, millions of dollars in the first three quarters of 1959;
index, 1959 figure = 100)

Borndnietd ™ Foodstufs mubents Facts
Primary exporting
counlries
Value: 1959 6,061 5,389 3,767 1,562
Index: 1960 06 113 103 125

Latin America

Value: 1959 2,666 1,147 1,146 351

Index: 1960 103 166 05 133
Africab

Value: 1950 . 1,580 1,585 178 545

Index: 1960 9] 110 79 115
Middle Enst

Value: 1959 268 343 2,332 95

Index: 1960 71 9] 108 123

Southern and south-
eastern Asia

Value: 1939 687 1,459 105 484,

Index: 1960 107 125 131 136
QOceania

Value: 1959 861 855 6 87

Index: 1960 91 1i6 22] a8

Source: United Nations, Commodity Trade Statistics, Statistical
Papers, Series D.

» Metals ure included with “manufactures”

b Ineluding dependencies of western Ruropean countries in the
Curibbean and South East Asia The coverage in 1960 differs
slightly from that of 1959; as a result the fuel index is under.
stated.

it also reflects a considerable expansion in the exports
of tin and cotton cloth.

Manufactures have thus been the most dynamic ele-
ment among the exports of the primary exporting coun-
tries in recent years: though still constituting only 10
per cent of the total shipped to industiial countries, in
1960 they earned about a third more than in 1957, an
increase of about four times the average. This reflects
not only & more rapid growth in volume than in the
case of primary products but alse a significant difference
in price trend: while prices of non-ferrous metals in
1960 were slightly above the 1957 average and the price
level of other manufactures had remained relatively
stable, the price index of primary products moving in
internatioral trade had dropped by about 9 per cent.

Between 1959 and 1960 the increase in earnings from
fuel exports to the industrial couniries was only about
a third of that derived from manufactures. The value
of shipments to Japan was about a fourth higher, to
western Europe about 4 per cenl higher, to North Amer-
ica slightly below the 1959 Jevel. In the aggregate the
increase in fuel earnings was between 3 and 4 per cent,
slightly greater than in the preceding interval. As the
average price was about 3 per cent less than in 1959,

the increase in the quantum of exports was almost 7
per cent.

The most notable proportionate gains in fuel exports
were in shipments to Japan: the value of petroleum
shipments {1om the Middle East was about 22 per cent
above the 1959 level, shipments from southern and
soulh-eastern Asia almost doubled, while shipments of
coal from Australia almeost tiebled. In absolute terms,
however, the expansion in exports to western Eutope
was far larger: most of the increase in receipts acerued
to the Middle East but exports from Africa, southern
and south-eastern Asia and the Caribbean islands were
all appreciably higher; only Latin America supplied
less. In i1s quantitatively more important trade with
North America, on the other hand, Latin American petro-
leum earnings were slightly grealer than in 1959,

In contrast to the expansion in earnings from raw
materials, {uels and manufactures exported to the in-
dustrial countries, the primary exporling countries
earned less from sales of foodstuffs in 1960 than in
1959, This was the second year of decline in foodstufi
earnings: after rising {ractionally between 1957 and
1958 they declined by one per cent between 1958 and
1959 and by almost 4 per cenl between 1959 and 1960.
The prieipal factors in the most recent decline were
lower cocoa and robusta coffee prices which reduced
African earnings, poor giain harvests which reduced
the earnings of exporlers in the Middle East and North
Africa, lower caitle slaughter and lower beef and butter
prices which reduced the earnings of Oceania.

The decline was concentrated argely on North Amer-
ica: western European imports from the primary ex-
porting countiies were only fractionally lower and
Japanese imports were almost 5 per cent higher. Only
southern and south-eastern Asia sold mere food to North
America in 1960 than in 1959, largely as a result of
ihe increase in the Philippine sugar quota following the
break between the United States and Cuba. Exports from
other regions were substantially less than in 1959. The
smallest relative loss—but the largest in absolute lerms
—was registered by Latin America, allected not only by
a swilching of a portion of the United States sugar quota
oui of the region but also by lower colfec and cocoa
prices and reduced beef and cattle shipments. Fruit and
nuts were the only major categories to yield higher re-
ceipts in 1960 than in 1959, and for the year as a whole
Latin American exports of foodstufls to the United States
were 7 per cent below the 1959 level.

The reduction in Latin American exports to North
America was just about offset by increased shipments
to western Europe--chiefly of cereals and to o much
smaller extent {ruit and coffee. The only other region
o earn more from food expotts to western Europe was
southern and south-eastein Asia which supplied more
ea and more rice than in 1959, Imports {rom Oceania
were about 4 per cent helow the high 1939 level, while
imports from Africa and the Middle East declined




Ceapr1Er 5. RECENT TRENDS IN PRIMARY EXPORTING COUNTRIES 177

again, less sharply than in 1959 in the case of Africa
but more sharply in the case of the Middle East.

Though Japan apain reduced its imports of rice, hav-
ing become virtually self-sufficient in this crop, it pur-
chased more wheat and maize and more sugar than in
1959. The increases came in approximately equal shares
from southern and south-eastern Asia, Latin America
and Africa and in the aggregate the primary exporting
countries earned about 5 per cent more from their food
exports to Japan.

THE SOURCE AND COMPOSITION OF IMPORTS

Apart from the general and substantial increase in
trade among the primary exporling countries them.
selves, there was a large and widespread increase in
the value of goods drawn from the industrial and cen-
trally planned regions. In the aggregale imports from
the industrial countries rose by about an eighth, and
imporls from the centrally planned countries by some.
what more.

In Latin America the change in the pattern of exports
noted above was paralleled by 2 change in the source
of imports. The principal increase was in imports from
western Europe. There was a large increase in imports
from the Soviet Union, accompanied by a reduction in
imporls from North America. Japan also supplied a
much larger quantity of goods. Notwithstanding the
realignment of Cuban trade, and the expansion in the
European and Japanese share of the Latin American
market, almost half of the region’s imports continued
to come from North America.

The most notable changes in the disliibution of Afri-
can imports were a further rise—ol almost 10 per cent—
in purchases from western Furope and a decline of
about a ffth in purchases from Japan. The latter, how-
ever, was more than accounted for by changes in the
delivery of ships for Liberian registry; Japanese ex-
ports to the rest of Africa were considerably higher than
in 1959, especially to Nigeria, British East Africa,
Ghana and the Union of South Africa. On a smaller
scale imports from the other regions all rose, but over
two-thirds of the region’s imports again came from
western Europe.

Like Africa, the Middie East drew the bulk of the
increment in its external supplies {rom western Europe.
With the exception of eastern Furope and the Soviet
Union-which furnished more or less the same amount
as in 1959—imports from the other regions also rose,
most substantially in the case of North America.

Southern and south-eastern Asia was distinguished
not only by the massive increase in its total imports—
about a sixth above the 1959 level—but also by the
{act that the largest element in this increase came from
the United States. The largest relative expansion, how-
ever, was in goods drawn from Japan: this flow rose by

almost a third, to constitute about a seventh of the
region’s lotal imports in 1960,

Both Oceania and the West Indian region increased
their imports from almost all sources, but especially
from westein Europe and North America, and on a
smaller scale from Japan. The expansion was particu-
larly large in the case of trade between Oceania and
Japan: between 1959 and 1960 Japan's share of the
exports of Oceania rose from about 10 per cent to 12
per cent and of the imports from 4 per cent to nearly
7 per cent.

In total, well over three-fourths of the increment in
imporls into the primary exporting countries between
1959 and 1960 originated in the industrial countries:
of this, substantially more than half came fiom western
Europe, rather less than a third [rom North America
and the remainder from Japan. Of the increase in im-
ports from the industrial countries—to judge by trade
returns for the first three quarters of the year—almost
half consisted of machinery and transport equipment
and rtather less than a third of other manufactured
goods—including steel and other metal semi-manufac.
tures. The remaining fourth was divided more or less
equally between chemicals, raw materials and foodstulls.
For the year as a whole it is probable that the propor-
tion of imports drawn from North America and the
proportion consisting of {oodstufls were both somewhat
higher: United States grain exports to the primary
exporting countries rose substantially in the last quarter
ol the year, approaching $1.0 billion in 1960, compared
with less than $0.7 billion in 1959,

The most notable concentration on imports of capital
goods was in Alrica and Latin America. In Africa all
major categories of imporls [rom the industrial coun-
tries—with the exception of fuel-registered an increase
hetween 1959 and 1960, but over 60 per cent of the
increment comprised machinery and vehicles. The bulk
of the expansion was in supplies {rom western Europe
but the largest relative increase was in the equipment,
other than ships, drawn from Japan (see table 5-5).

In Latin Amerjca the whole of the net increase in
imports from the industrial countries was accounted
for by capital goods: there were also increases in im-
ports of chemicals and raw materials, but these were
offsel by reductions in imports of food and fuel and in
manufactures other than machinery and vehicles. As
in the case of Africa, the bulk of the increment in eapi-
tal goods came [tom western Europe: though North
America continued lo supply aboul half of the total.
there was little change in this flow between 1959 and
1960, Lalin American imports of machinery from the
United States were actuaily slightly lower in 1960 than
in 1959, though this reduction was offset by an increase
in imports of vehicles, especially aircraft.

In the Middle East the largest increase in imports
from the industrial countries in the first three guarters
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Table 5-5. Imports of Selected Categories of Goods from Industrial Countries
(Value, millions of dollars in the first three quarters of 1959; index, 1959 figure =100}

Importing region and period

Raw
Foodstuffs  malerialss

Aanufactured goods

Fuelz Machinery Olher

Tolal Chemicals and

: manufaciuress
vehicles

Primary exporting countries

Value: 1959 . o 1,746 605
Index: 1960 . ‘ ‘ 169 131
Latin America
Value: 18590 = | 428 160
Index: 1960.. . o a7 120
Africa®
Value: 1959, .. ... 530 112
Index: 1860 .. .. ... lo2 134
Middle East
Value: 1959 . .. . . 232 102
Index: 1960. . .. .. 113 93

Southern and south-
eastern Asia

Value: 1959, . . 513 175

Index: 1960, . . 123 154
Oceania

Value: 1859, . . 43 56

Index: 1960 120 153

374 12,157 1,523 5,608 3,025
101 115 113 117 113
97 3,801 516 1,952 1,333
95 105 107 108 97
163 3,085 313 1,279 1,493
100 118 116 130 109
50 1,635 176 774 686
80 104 104 161 167
49 2,597 406 1,111 1,080
133 122 115 121 125
15 1,039 113 492 434
110 140 133 132 150

Source: United Nations, Commodity Trade Sta.

tistics, Statistical Pupers, Series D
» Metals are included with “"other manufactures™.
b Including dependencies of western European

of the year was in the category of manufactures other
than machinery and vehicles. This increase came almost
entirely from western Lurope. Imports of eapital goods
may have registered a greater expansion later in the
year: exports from the United States in 1960 were
about 8 per cent above the 19359 level. Much greater,
however, was the expansion in food shipments from the
United States: these increased by almost a third in
value between 1959 and 1960, a major expansion in
grain far outweighing a contraction in other food items.

There was a similar upsurge in United States grain
exports to southern and south-eastern Asia: these totalied

countries in the Caribbean and South East Asia.
The coverage in 1960 differs slightly from that
of 1959,

almost $0.5 billion in 1960 compared with less than $0.3
billion in 1959, There was also a doubling—to nearly
$0.2 billion-—of raw cotton shipments from the United
States ak well as a large increase in shipments of capital
goods and most other manufactures, In southern and
south-eastern Asia, indeed, imports in the first thiee
quarters of the year were appreciably higher in all major
categories and from each of the industrial regions.

There was a comparable general expansion in imports
into Oceania, though this was concentrated to a far
greater extent on manufactures.

The balance of payments

in many ways the most notable development in the
primary exporting countries in 1960 was the upsurge
of imports examined in the previous section, Though,
as indicated above, there was a further increase in ex-
port earnings, it was far outpaced by this increase in
import expenditure. As a result the merchandise balance
again deteriorated. As in past years much of the deficit
was met by long-term borrowing and—on a more selec-
tive basis—by an inflow of private investment capital.
In this the major institutions, international as well as
national, again played an important part,

But the need for the means of payment tended to out-
run the resources available from exports and long-term

capital. The result was an increase in short-term debt.
A good deal of this was in the form of a further expan-
sion of commercial credit, but a number of countries
had recourse to the International Monetary Fund {IMF)
whose lending activities, after a notable reduction be-
tween 1958 and 1959, increased again in 1960.

Apart from these external resources, the primary ex-
porting countries drew on their own production of gold
and on their reserves of foreign currencies to finance
the growing deficit. Gold production increased by be-
tween 5 and 6 per cent, putting about $935 million at
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the disposal of the primary exporting countries, mostly
in the Union of South Africa. Nevertheless, total official
gold and foreign exchange holdings were drawn down
in the course of the year by about 8429 million.

As the year advanced the strain on the balance of
payments in a number of countries began to mount.
In some the slackening in the upward movement of ex-
port earnings was the major factor, in others an outflow
of private capital was more significant. In most, how-
ever, it was the 1apid rise in import expenditure that
exerted the strongest pressure on external accounts, The
result was a reversal of the trend towards relaxation
that had set in during the second half of 1959 in the
wake of improving balances. By the end of the first
quarter of 1961 there had been a number of devaluations
(mostly implicit), import controls were being reim-
posed or made more stringent, exchange restrictions
were being tightened up, fiscal and monetary restraints
were being re-introduced in order to curb internal de-
mand, efforts were being made to postpone the repay-
ment of old debts and to raise new loans and new in-
centives were being offered both to encourage exports
and to attract foreign capital. How to finance the ex-
ternal deficit was again the question of most immediate
concern to & majority of the primary exporting coun-
tries.

THE WIDENING OF THE PAYMENTS GAP

The trend in export earnings of the primary export-
ing countries, vigorously upward throughout 1959,
levelled off in 1960. Import expenditure, on the other
hand, having been cut back in 1958, did not resume
its upward trend until the second half of 1959. There-
after, imports rose more rapidiy than exports and showed
little sign of levelling off in 1960 (see chart 5-3). Con-
sequently, having reached its lowest level in the first
half of 1959, the merchandise trade deficit of the
primary exporting countries increased steadily during
the recovery phase of the cycle, By the second half of
1960 the deficit—exports f.o.b. minus imports cif.—
was approaching the annual 1ate of 85 billion. This was
close to the rate obtaining in the first half of 1958,
though well below the mid-1957 rate of $6 billion that
precipitated the payments erisis of 1957/58.

Between 1950 and 1960 the export earnings of the
primary exporting countries rose by over §1.6 billion,
Expenditure on imports—measured ¢.i.f.—1ose by about
twice that amount, however, so thal there was a net in-
crease in the passive balance of trade from about £2.6
billion to about $4.3 billion. The increase in the deficit
derived almost entirely from southern and south-eastern
Asia and Oceania—in equal proportions—and Africa. In
cach of these regions there was a considerable widen-

- ing of the trade gap, the great expansion in import ex-
penditure having been insufficiently supported by an
increase in export earnings. In the Middle Fast and
among the primary exporting countries of Europe, ex-

Chart 5-3. Primary Exporting Countries: Moving
Four-quarter Average of Exports and Imports

{Billions of dollars, annual rates)

Bititons
of
dollars
37
36
35 -
34
IO
32
31
30 {—
29 -
8 -
27 -

I T I A

I 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1V 2 3 4
1957 1958 1959 1960

Source: International Monetary Fund, Internationel Financial
Statistics.

ports rose more than imports, increasing the surplus in
the former and reducing the deficit in the latter. In Latin
America, on the other hand, the expansion in imports
exceeded that in expotts and the passive balance—which
had been greatly reduced in 1959 was widened slightly
in 1960.

The only commodity-based groups among the primary
exporting countries whose trade gap did not widen be-
tween 1959 and 1960 were those exporting mainly
petroleum, sugar and fruit and wine. In the sugar group
the principal factor was a cutback in imports—in Cuba
and the Dominican Republic—as a result of which the
group’s passive balance was reduced to less than 4 per
cent of ils total trade, In the fruit and wine group the
rise in export receipts was both general and large
enough to surpass a notable increase in imports. in the
petroleum group, the rise in the active balance derived
{rom a simultaneous expansion in exports and contrac-
tion in importts; the expansion in export receipts how-
ever was confined largely to the crude group, where it
was universal; the secondary petroleum exporters did
not share in it {see table 5-6}.

Apart from the crude petroleum group the only other
one with an active balance of trade was that whose prin-
cipal export is rubber. In contrast to the petroleum
group, however, the rubber exporters registered 2
sizable reduction in their over-all trade surplus: in the
wake of the remarkable rise in incomes they had en-
joyed in 1959 came a 21 per cent increase in imports
in 1960. In absolute terms this was double the amount
by which export receipts increased.
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Table 5-6.

Changes in the Balance of Trade of Selected Groups of Countries

Change hetween 1959 and 1960

Country groupss {millions of dollurs)

Balance of trade
s percentage

Number of couniries in which, in comparison with 1659
the bulunee of trade in £D60)

erporting mainty of totat lrade Maoved Moved
Ezparts  tmperts  Bolonee HET from Was Wy Srom Was
od cif of trade 1859 1960 more  passive [o fese esy aclive to more
aclfve uclie pissine aclive passive  paggive

Petroleum, crude 412 268 680 27 34 5 — e 2 e 1
Rubber. 139 278 139 16 10 2 s — 1 — 1
Sugar . 3 ~107 110 e 8] i o 2 1 —_ 1 6
Metals and ores l9g 344 —146 - w3 3 ] 2 e 1 6
Cocoa . -3 48  —51 wr ] -7 e — — 1 — 1
Petroleum, secondary -9} -124 33 -7 -7 - —_— H 2 — H
Coffee 19 206 —187 -3 —7 — 1 4 — 2 2
Rice. G0 89 29 - -7 — — 1 e 1 1
Meat e 127 242 115 -7 e 10 — — i — 2 s
Imported goodst 37 215 -8 ~12 ~13 - — — — —_ 2
Wool . 46 1,015 —960 —3 —13 —_ —_ e 1 o 3
Oil-seeds and oils 45 253 —208 -9 —-15 — — — s —_ 4
Vegetable fibres 204 615 —411 -11 -6 - — 2 2 - 5
Tex, . . - 46 0 —-94  —18 —19 e — 1 o — 1
Fruits and wines. 347 291 56 —35 —30 — 1 e H — 6
Tobacco w32 133 167 =30 —38 —_ — e — e 2

Total, eighty-seven countries . 1,645 3,370 —1,725 —4 -0 16 5 13 10 7 42

Source: Division of General Economic Ressarch and Policies
of the United Nations Secretariat, based on International Mone-
tary Fund, International Financial Statistics

Among the remaining groups of primary exporting
countries there was an increase—and generally a sub-
stanlial increase—in the merchandise deficit between
1959 and 1960. In all cases the cause of the increase
was the expansion in import expenditure. Only in the
tobaceo and cocoa groups was the effect of the upswing
in imports enhanced by a reduction in export receipts;
in all the other groups the widening of the gap took
place despite a rise in exports Proportionately, the
widening was greatest in the case of the cocoa, wool
and colfee exporting groups, but there was also a lar ge
increase in the relative deficit of the oil-seed, meat, vege-
table fibre and metal exporting groups, in the face of
appreciably higher export earnings.

The widening trade gap was a fairly general phenom.
enon. Belween 1959 and 1960 the trade balance in
over two-thirds of the primary exporting countiies be-
came less active or more passive; this was more than
twice the proportion recorded hetween 1958 and 1959,
In 1959 the largest category—44 per cent—comprised
countries whose trade balance was less passive than in
the previous year; in 1960 the largest category—48 per
cent-was of countries whose balance had become more
passive. Though the proportion of countries with an
active balance was much the same in 1960 as in 1959
~between a fourth and a third of all the primary export-
ing countries—the relative size of the balance was sig-
nificantly smaller.

This violent swing in the balance of trade—from an
improvement of over $2.3 billion between 1958 and
1959 to a deterioration of about $1.7 billion between

» For eountry compesition of groups, see footnotes to tahle 5.2

b Hong Kong and Singapore.

19539 and 1960—was accentuated by changes in income
payments [rom foreign-owned assets, The 1958 reces-
sion had resulted in 2 marked reduction in profit trans-
fers in 1959, particularly from mineral and rubber
companies; by the same token the recovery in demand
and prices in 1959 was followed by a sizable increase
in dividend payments in 1960,

Among the few countries in which the earnings trans-
mitted by foreign investors did not increase hetween
1959 and 1960 were Australia, Colombia and Inde-
nesia. In Australia the outflow of investmenl income
was at a peak—LA 145 million or 13 per cent of import
expenditure, measured cif.~in the fiscal year ending
in mid-1960; it declined somewhat in the second half
of 1960. In Colombia net paymeats on foreign invest-
ment, which had dropped back sharply in 1959 from
a 1958 peak, receded further in 1960. In Indonesia where
estate production has tended to decline—in the case of
rubber by about a fifth between 1955/56 and 1959/60
—the net outflow of investment income was also some-
what lower in 1960 than in 1959,

THE MOVEMENT OF CAPITAL

In the aggregate the flow of long-term capital from
the industrial 1o the primary exporting countries does
not appear to have increased very markedly between
1959 and 1960. The movement of public funds eon-
tinued at a high rate but there were potent factors mili-
tating against an increase in the flow of private funds,
including, in particular, the upsurge in investment op-
portunities in western Europe and Japan and the con-
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tinued existence of idle capacity in many felds of
primary commodity produetion.

The movement of private capital was also affected by
the emergence or intensification of political or economic
uncertainly in a number of important trading countries
—including the Congo. Cuba, the Union of South Africa
and Venezuela and on o smaller scale Ecuador, the Fed-
eration of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Honduras and
Kenya. In these countrics not only was the amount of
new foreign invesiment greatly reduced but there was
also a Might of capital, domestic as well as loreign-
owned. The result in most of these cases was a net out-
flow of private capilal.

This outflow was offset by the movement of private
capital to other primary exporling countries—most
notably into Argentina, Australia and Brazil and, on a
smaller scale, into such countries as Colombia, Greece,
Israel, the Philippines, Thailand and New Zealand—
with the result that on balance long-term capital move-
ments scem to have been suslained more or less at the
1959 jevel,

From the United States the net outlow of privale
long-term capital to the primary exporting countiries was
of the order of $0 7 billion. This was much the same as
in 1959 in total, though more of it—especially in the
case of funds moving 1o Lalin America—was in the form
of subscriptions to new issues and less of it in the form
of the direct investment of United States corporalions
and other long-lexm capital movements. Direct private
investment in the primary exporting countries was less
than $0.3 billion in 1960, having dropped progressively
from its 1956-1957 average of over $1.0 billion when
petroteum investment in Venezuela was al its peak.
Since there was an appreciable increase in total direct
private investment hetween 1959 and 1960, the move-
ment towaids the industrial countries noted in the pre-
vious inteival was evidently still running strongly

In contrast to the contraction in dircet private invest
ment in the piimary exporting countries, long-term
fending by the United States Government continued to
expand: it was about 6 per cent greater in 1960 than in
1959, and as repayments were sizable in both years, the
increase in nel advances was somewhat larger than that.
Of the net amount of $0.6 biilion in 1960, substantially
Jess—a fifth in 1960 compared with twice that proper-
tion in 1959—went to Lalin America and correspond-
ingly more to other primary exporting countries. These
countrics—notably India and Pakistan as well as others
in the Middle East and southern and south-castern Asia
-—also gained from the supply of surplus commodities in
exchange {or local currencies. The amount involved in
1960—about $0 4 billion—was considerably grealer than
in the previous year. Though cssentially a form of
short-term lability in the first instance, a large propor-
tion of the local currency holdings of the United States
was intended for re-lending within the country in ques-
tion, thus being converted to longer-term borrowing.

Substantially larger than public lending was the total
of public grants: excluding military transfers, these
amounted to about $1.3 billion in 1960, slightly more
than in 1959, The largest recipients of United States
public capital-loan and grant—were, in descending
order, India, the Republic of Korea, the Republic of
Viet-Nam, Pakistan, the United Arab Republic and
Turkey, but sizable amounts also went to other Asian
and Middle Eastern countries as well as lo Argentina,
Brazil and Merocco.

Though aggregate figures are not available, it would
appear that the investment boom in western Lurope
militated against any great inciease in the outfiow of
private capital to the primary exporting countries.
While public capital movements appear to have been
on a somewhal larger scale than in 19539, the total flow
was probably not much above the 1959 figure. There
was a small increase in official capital transfers from the
United Kingdom to the rest of the sterling area, includ-
ing a £6 million rise in government grants to the de-
pendent territories. Net private long-term investment,
however, dropped further—[rom £184 million in 1958
to £154 million in 1059 and £136 million in 1960
whereas the income fiom past investment recovered
from its 1959 decline. The outlow of private capital
from France to the primary exporting countries also
declined. This was not {ully offset by public capital, for
while grants te franc zone countries were somewhat
greater than in 1959, new lending was on a 1educed
scale. The principal increase appears 1o have come hom
the Federal Republic of Germany: investments in the
under-developed counlties by the Reconstruction Loan
Corporation rese from DM 270 to DM 580 million and
there was also an increase—frem DM 240 1o DM 280
million—in reparation payments to lsrael. The level of
multilateral aid through the Evrogean Economic Com-
munity {(EEC) was also substantially higher in 1960
than in 1959: the total amount committed rose from the
equivalent of $67 million in March 1960 to 126 million
in March 1961.

The role of selected institutions

Over and above the funds flowing to the primary ex-
porting countries by way of direct private investment or
government granl o1 loan arranged bilaterally, access
to foreign cxchange was also obtained through borrow-
ing from one or other of the international financial in-
stitutions. Most important among these institutions {iom
the point ol view of long-term finance was the Inter-
national Bank lor Reconstruction and Development

(IBRD).

With the rencwal of expansion in many primary ex-
porting countrics in the comse of 1959/60, borrowing
from the IBRD jose sharply between 1959 and 1964
new loans—at $473 million—uwere almost back at the
record 1958 level The increase inactivity was f{acilitated
by the enlargement of the Bank’s own resources—capital
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and borrowing powers—bul in most lending countries
the capital market remained tight and loan charges con-
tinued at the higher rates introduced in 1957.

Partly as a result of the decline in new commitments
in 1959, actual disbursements of the IBRD in the pui-
mary exporting countries were somewhat lower in 1960
than in 1959: $344 million, or about 15 per cent below
the 1958 peak. Since repayments were about $28 million
higher than in 1959, moreover, the net autflow of funds
from the Bank to the primary exporting countries—at
8220 million—was about 13 per cent below the 1959
level.

As in 1959 the main recipients of new funds in 1960
were in Africa and southern and south-eastern Asia. Net
African receipts in 1960 totalled $88 million, somewhat
less than in 1959, These figures, however, include
large switch in the transactions of the Union of South
Africa with the Bank: from borrowings of $21 million
in 1959 to repayment of $12 million in 1960. Net draw-
ings of the rest of Africa amounted to $100 million in
1960, 40 per cent zbove the 1959 fgure. The largest
disbursements in Africa in 1960 were in Algeria and the
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland ; sizable amounts
went to the Congo, Gabon, Nigeria and the Sudan, and
smaller amounts to a number of other countries. As in
1959, the principal new loan was for mineral develop-
ment: in 1959 it was in Algeria and Gabon, in 1960 in
Mauritania where new iron ore deposits are being
opened up.

Net disbursements in southern and south-eastern Asia
in 1960 totalled $84 million, less than two-thirds of the
1959 figure. The bulk of the funds went to India, though
Pakistan and Thailand also drew substantial amounts
on earlier loans and there were smaller disbursements
to Burma, the Federation of Malaya and other countries.
India and Pakistan were the largest new borrowers in
1960: at the end of the year about $155 million was
available in undisbuised loans to the former and about
$136 million to the latter. These two amounts were by
far the largest of those still to be drawn on: together
they accounted for almost a fourth of the total credit
still available to all borrowers from past loans.

Gross disbursements to Latin America were wide-
spread: no less than thirteen of the twenty republics
were in receipt of funds from the Bank in 1960. But only
in the case of Brazil, Colombia and Ecuador did the
amounts exceed §10 million and as repayments were
relatively large, the net outflow of funds to Latin Amer-
ica was only about $31 million, $3 million below the
1959 figure. In the Middle East, Iran and the United
Arab Republic were the principal recipients of Bank
funds in 1960: on a much smaller scale disbursements
were also made to Lebanon and Turkey. Repayments
reduced the net receipts considerably but—at $34 million
—they were substantially greater than in 1959. As in
1959, Australia repaid 2 portion of earlier loans.

In the primary exporting countries in the aggregate,
the sum of new loans negotiated in 1960 exceeded the
amount disbursed in the course of the year by about
8129 million. As a result, the total of prospective funds
standing to the credit of borrowers at the beginning of
1961 was in excess of $1 billion

On a much smaller scale were the operations of the
International Finance Corporation (IFC). Disburse-
ments on investments made by the IFC in the primary
exporting countries amounted to about $14 million in
1960 compared with only $8 million in 1959 and less
than $6 million in 1958. Most of the enterprises in which
the Corporation participated in 1960 were in Latin
America, the largest amounls going to Brazil, Peru and
Venezuela. Among the commitments of $14 million un-
dishursed at the end of the year, however, were partici-
pations in industries in other regions, including India,
Iran and Tanganyika.

Among the major national institutions, the Export-
Import Bank of Washington was a much less important
source of Funds in 1960 than in 1959, This reflects a
marked slowing down in the number and size of loans
negotiated in the fiscal year 1959/60 as well as a
marked inciease in the volume of repayment. The main
contraction in net disbursements between 1959 and
1960 was in Latin America: the amount paid out in
other regions—though relatively small—rose consider-
ably, from about $25 million to almost $59 million.
The chief recipients were India and Spain. Net dishurse-
ments in Latin America deelined from %156 million in
1959 to less than $S million in 1960. Only Argentina
drew a net amount of much the same order as in 1959:
$41 million as against more than $58 million. Mexico
received considerably less, Brazil’s receipts were entirely
absorbed by repayments and the other main borrowers
—Chile, Colombia and Peru, whose combined net draw-
ings had amounted to $88 million in 1959—paid back
a net sum of $45 million in 1960,

In contrast to the contraction in net disbursements,
the amount of new Export-Import Bank lending to pri-
mary exporting countries in 1960 was more than double
the 1959 figure. New loans were negotiated with Indo-
nesia, Iran and the United Arab Republic (Egypt)
bringing the total made available to the Middle East
up to $53 million (compared with $17 million in 1959)
and to southern and south-eastern Asia up to $134 mil-
lion (compared with & mere $12 million in 1959).
Similarly, new loans arranged for Latin American
countries—at about $418 million—far exceeded the $239
million negotiated in the previous year. Significantly,
of the total of $727 million committed, over $530 mil-
lion was arranged in the second half of the year. This
represents a notable stepping up of operations in re-
spect of Latin America and, on a smaller scale, Aftica
and the Middle East and it reflects both the increase
in pressure on the balance of payments of a number of
countries and a marked easing in the lending policy of
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the Bank. The latter was most noticeable in the case
of Latin America where the problem of current account
imbalances was accentuated by the heavy 1960/61
schedule for repayment of earlier loans. The Bank
helped to meet the situation net only by negotiating new
loans but also by re-phasing repayments, most notably
for Brazil.

Of rapidly incressing importance as a source of
United States credit has been the Development Loan
Fund (DLTF). Though.the Joans arranged for primary
exporting countries totalled somewhat less in 1959/60
than in the previous fiscal year, there was-as in the
case of the Export-Import Bank-a marked acceleration
in the second half of 1960: the amount negotiated in
this period was not far short of the total for the whole
of 1959/60. While lagging far behind the amount nego-
tiated, disbursements rose more steadily—from less than
$66 million in 1958/59 to almest $203 million in
1959/60 and an annual rate of $243 million in the
second hall of 1960. By the end of 1960, after three
vears of operation the Fund had allocated about $1.84
billion; of this about $1.37 billion had been obligated
but less than $0.4 billion actually dishursed.

Well over half of the amount disbursed by the DLF
in 1959/60 was in southern and south-eastern Asia,
much of it in India where the Fund has been an im-
portant vehicle for the United States contribution to
the external support of the development programme.
Smaller sums were paid out in the Middle East {about
838 million, inciuding Greece), Latin America ($25
million} and Africa ($8 million). Concentration on
southern and south-eastern Asia was even greater in the
second half of 1960882 million of the total of about
$108 million disbursed in primary exporting countries.
New lending to the other regions was stepped up
sharply: 172 million was committed in the Middle
East, $72 million in Latin America and $44 million in
Africa. But the actual release of funds in these regions
remained relatively small—about 816 million in the
Middie East, $5 million in Latin America and rather less
than that in Alrica.

THE INCREASE IN SHORT-TERM DEBT

A large proportion of international trade is financed
by relatively short-term commercial credit, and in a
number of primary exporting countries changes in the
flow of imports in 1960 were reflected in changes in
the volume of outstanding foreign liabilities accumu-
lated in the banking system. Thus a decline in such
liabilities—as reported in Ceylon, Cuba, the Dominican
Republic and Venezuela, for example—was associated,
with a reduction in imports. More commonly, however,
with the wide-spread expansion of imports there was a
rise in foreign liabilities. In a number of countries—
including Haiti, the Philippines, the Republic of Korea,
the Republic of Viet-Nam, South Africa and the Sudan
—foreign liabilities followed the course of imports

downwards in 1959 and upwards in 1960 In others—
the I'ederation of Malaya and Ghana, for example—these
movements were upward in both years. Larger imports
in 1960 were also reflected in increased short-term debt
in such countries as Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, El Salvador,
Iraq and the United Arab Republic.

One of the instruments through which the volume of
short-term borrowing has been expanded is the system
of export credit guarantee insurance. The extension of
this system continued in 1960: more countries set up
machinery to assist exporlers in this way, in several
countries the nature and number of insurable risks were
enlarged and there was a tendency to lengthen the
period for which credit would be granted, especially
to importers of the heavier capital goods.

In the United States the Export-Import Bank intro-
duced—in May 1960—a scheme for insuring exporters
against non-payment brought about by political devel-
opments. This provided 180-day cover and was the
Bank’s first essay in short-lerm guarantees: by the end
of 1960 about $120 million of United States exports
had been insured in this way. In April 1961 the Bank
enlarged its operations further by extending its facili-
ties to government-owned petroleum companies, which
had not previously been eligible.

A counterpart to the increase in [oreign liabilities in
many of the primary exporting countries in 1960 was
the growth in short-term capital movements from most
of the industrial countries. From the United States to
the primary exporting countries, for example, there was
an increase from less than $0.2 billion to over $0.6
billion in the outflew of private shoit-term {unds and an
increase from less than $0.3 biilion to nearly $0.5 bil-
lion in the outflow of government short-term funds.
Much of the latter reflects the expansion in sales of
surplus wheat and rice for local currency, as well as
an increase in loans—particularly through the DLF—
repayable in local currency. In addition to the rapid
rise in short-term credits in 1960 there was a rapid
decline in short-term debits: in 1959 the primary ex-
porting countries’ short-term claims on the United
States increased by about $0.7 billion, in 1960 they in-
ereased by only $0.4 billion.

In some primary exporting countries short-term lia-
bilities were rediced by a process of conselidation and
deferment whick converted them, by agreement with
creditor countries, into longer-lerm loans. To some ex-
tent this has occurred in the case of the local currency
claims accruing to the United States from its surplus
disposal programme, though in recent years such cur-
rency has been acquired much more rapidly than it has
been re-lent In 1959/60 Brazil, China (Taiwan),
India, Israel, Pakistan, the Republic of Korea and Spain
were among the countries 1eceiving food or cash loans
in return for local currency, and commodity sales alone
yielded the equivalent of over $400 million in the cur-
rencies of the recipient countries. In the case of India,
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agreement was reached in 1960 on the disposition of
the Rs. 4,600 million ($966 million equivalent) counler-
part fund thal had been built up as a result of Public
Law 480 shipments in the period 1956-1959: Rs. 2,420
million to be lent to the Government, Rs. 1,000 millien
to be given lo the Government as a grant, Rs. 730 mii-
fion to be used for local expenditure by the United
States, and Rs. 450 millien to be reserved for loans to
business enterprises in India, both Indian and United
States-owned,

Notwithstanding the deferment of short-term debt and
other adjustments to the capital account in a number
of primary exporling countrics, problems of financing
the current account remained. With imports continuing
10 rise, and export prices beginning to fall again, pres-
sute on reserves tended to mount as the year advanced.
The result was recourse to the IMF by a number of
countries. In the first half of the year stand-by arrange-
ments were sought by Guatemala, Honduras and Vene-
zuela; in the fnal quarter of the year, Argentina,
Colombia, El Salvador, Haiti, Iran, Nicaragua and Para-
guay joined the list of such countries, The amount of
credit available in terms of stand-by agreements stood
at $356 million at the end of 1960, compared with $183

million a year earlier,

In the course of the year twelve primary exporting
countries drew on the Fund’s resources—the same num-
ber as in each of the previous two years, bul the amount
borrowed (%273 million) was substantially greater than
in 1959 ($180 million) or 1958 (3184 million}. The
largest drawings in 1960 were by Argentina ($70 mil-
lion), the United Arab Republic ($49.8 millien), Brazil
($47.7 million) and Iran ($45 millien); smaller
amounts were drawn by Bolivia, the Dominican Repub-
lic, El Salvador, Honduras and Paraguay. The only
operations outside Latin America and the Middle East
were drawings of $12.5 million by Pakistan and the
Union of South Africa and a smaller amount by the
Philippines. In southern and south-eastern Asia, Burma,
(ndia and Indonesia all made repayments and the nel
return of funds from the region amounted to almost $80
million, Though several other countries made repay-
ments on previous loans—amang them Chile, Colombia,
Haiti, the Sudan and Turkey—the other regions all in-
creased their net drawings and for the primary export-
ing countries as a group the net accommodation afforded
by the Fund—at $98 million—approached the level of
the recession year 1958, This provides a sharp contrast
with the low level of net drawings in 1959: repayments
of $107 million by other primary expoiting countries
had almost offset the amounts diawn by Argentina
and Spain in conjunction with their stabilizalion pro-
grammes.

The higher rate of drawing continued into the new
year. In the first quarter of 1961 Chile, Colombia and
the Union of South Africa borrowed sizable amounts
and rew stand-by arrangements were enlered into with
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Peru and Turkey as well as Chile. And in April, Aus-
tralia called on the Fund—for the first time since 1952
drawing $175 million and arranging a stand-by credit
of $100 million to meet possible necds in the following
twelve months.

STRAINS ON RESERVES

The combined effect of the almost universal upsurge
in expenditure on imports by the primary expoiling
countries, the increase in profils carned and tr ansmitted
by foreign investors from some of these countiies and
the flight of capital from these and others was consider-
able pressure on the over-all external balance. And not-
withstanding the support provided by a continuing net
inflow of private capital, an appreciable increase in
movements of public capital, both loan and grant, and
an even more substantial expansion in short-term credits,
commercial and official, the primary expoiling countries
had to draw on their reserves to finance the payments
deficit. The decline of 1957 and 1958, which had been
reversed in 1959, was thus resumed in 1960

The largest losses in reserves in 1960 were registered
in Oceania, Africa and Latin America; there was a
small deciine in the Middle East {excluding Kuwait and
Saudi Arahia, where they probably rose) while in
southern and south-eastern Asia and, even more, in the
primary exporting countries of Europe reserves were
augmented again {see lable 5-7). The rise in reserves
in this Luropean group was largely the result of de
velopments in Spain where the stabilization programme,
with its accompanying devaluation and external bor-
rowing, was associated with major improvement in the
balanee of trade. In southern and south-eastern Asia, on
the other hand, the increase in reserves was more a re-
flection of capital movements: there was a rise in long-
term borrowing and a considerable increase in other
forms of credit which helped to finance the expansion
in imports and the resultant worsening of the merchan-
dise balance,

Qceania also enjoyed a fusther influx of long-lerm
capital and a major increase in short-term credit con-
nected with a similar upsurge in imports But the bulk
of the deterioration in the balance of trade was financed
from domestic reserves: these were drawn down to the
low level they had reached afier the 1955 import boom.

In Africa, excluding the Portuguese and former
French territories, about three-fourths of the large in-
crease in the trade deficit between 1959 and 1960 was
paid for from reserves, the remaining fourth by an in-
crease in the net inflow of capital. The bulk of the 1960
trade deficit was accounted for by South Africa where,
along with a massive outflow of capital, it absorbed nat
only $748 million of newly mined gold but also $184
million of official foreign exchange reserves. ‘

In Latin America as in Africa, the outflow of capital
was fully offsel: in contrast to the situation in 1939,
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Table 5-7. Primary Exporting Countries: Regional Changes in Trade Balances and Reserves
¥ I & g g
(Millions of doHars)

oot Halance of trades Chanye in aficial reserves Nel moverments in other ilems
eaten 1958 1950 1500 1958 1959 1960 1958 1959 1960
Latin America . - 880 -115 — 144 —695 —205 —115 195 -0 29
Excluding Venezuela S —1,612 ~907 1,361 ~310 147 40 1,302 1,054 1,401
Excluding Venezuela and Cuba. — 1,487 P42 —1,441 —236 263 161 1,251 1,105 1,602
Afrieav .. . . . — 808 —152 — 565 118 27 300 926 179 265
Excluding South Afriea — 230 124 —109 06 81 —116 326 - 208 -7
Excluding South Africa and Congo - 264 —-57 =308 96 50 92 360 107 216
Outer Luropee . . —-1,089 —1,069 —021 B 238 373 1,107 1,307 1,204
Excluding Spain - T13 —775 —925 48 86 1 761 861 9326
Middle Eastd, . —513 —541 -~ 558 34 25 —535 547 566G 504
Southern and south-eastern Asia —1,824 —31197 1,947 w231 441 124 1,583 1,638 2,071
Oceania . . —530 20 730 —172 176 —456 358 156 274
Tolal, above regions —-5,604 —3,054 4,866 —948 02 —429 4,716 3,756 1,437
Excluding Oceania —-5,134 —3,071 4,136 —776 526 27 4,358 3,600 1,163
Excluding Oceania, Europe and
Scuth Africa . -3,447 ~1,720 —2759 — 796 177 —162 2,651 1,906 2,597
Excluding Oceania, Larope, South
Alrica, Venezuela and Cuba -, 044 —2,556 —4,056 —~337 645 134 3,707 3,201 4,170

Source: International Monetary Fund, International Financial
Statistics

* Exports  o.b. minus imports ¢

b Exeluding Algeria, former French Equatorial Aftica, {ermer
French West Africu und Portuguese and Spanish territories;
changes in offieial reserves of United Kingd’mz: dependencies

the decline in reserves in 1960 was smaller than the
over-all trade deficit. This over-all change was com-
pounded of opposite movements, however: in Vene-
zuela a large improvement in the balance of trade was
accompanied by a large outflow of capital, while in the
rest of the region a corresponding worsening in the trade
account was more than offset by the inflow of capital.
Outside Cuba and Venezuela, indeed, there was an ap-
pieciable increase in official reserves. notwithstanding a
trade deficit almost as large as that incurred in 1958

In the aggregate, less than 10 per cent of the trade
deficit of the primary exporting countiies was fnanced
from official reserves; for the under-developed group
of countries the proportien was only 6 per cent. These
aggregates, however, tend to conceal the nature and
magnitude of the change between 1959 and 1960: they
refiect the net resull of a number of unusually large
transactions, particularly on capital account Among
these was not enly the outflow of funds from such coun-
iries as the Congo, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, the
Union of South Alrica and Venezuela, referred to above.
but also a major inflow of funds into such countries as
Argentina, India and Pakistan.

A comparison of end-of-year figures also tends to
hide the severity of the diain on reserves in the second
half of the year when the rapid expansion in imports
continued in the face of declining export prices. After
a gain ol over $300 million in the first half of 1960,
official reserves were drawn down by about $840 million
—or almost 5 per cent—in the second half of the year.

In 1959 almost two-thirds of the primary exporting
countries had added to their reserves: in 1960 about

{325 million in 1958, 39 million in 1955 and —8§93 million in
1960) have been allocated 10 Africa.

® Greeee, Ireland, Portugal and Spain.

¢ Ethiopia, Tran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Lebunon, Sudan, Turkey
and the lrnilcd Arsb Republic

60 per cent of the primary exporling countries had to
finance a balance of payments deficit by drawing down
their reserves. Nor was the reduction a small one: 40
per cent of the primary exporling countries lost more
than 10 per cent of their reserves and one-fourth fost
more than 20 per cent, well over double the proportion
of countries in these calegories in 1959 At the other
end of the scale, the proportion of countries inereasing
their reserves by more than 20 per cent dropped from
a third to an eighth. In total, reserves were inercased
by about 4 per cent in the course of 1959 and reduced
by about 3 per cenl in 1960.

By the beginning of 1961 the over-all ratio of reserves
lo import expenditmie al curren! annual rates had
dropped well below a half, 1o a post-war low. In view
of the large and conlinuing increase in the accumulated
debt of the primary exporting countries and the grow-
ing burden of servicing and repaying it. international
liguidity had again become a pressing problem, posing
a serious threal to economic development programmes
in a number of countries.

ADJUSTMENTS IN TRADE AND PAYMENTS POLICIES

In general the principal cause for the rise in short-
term liabilities. the runaing down of foreign exchange
reserves and the re-emergence—towards the end of 1960
—of Lalance ol payments strains was the expansion in
imports. This expansion was largely the result of events
and devisions of 1959; the reversal of the 1958 down-
swing in primary commodity prices and the holding
back of imports had, by the end of 1959, restored ex-
ternal equilibrium and replenished reserves 1o the
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degree thought necessary, in many countries, to warrant
some relaxation of restraint on domestic demand, par-
ticularly for investment, and on import expenditure.
Where imports were still under quantitative control,
there was a general tendency for quotas and currency
allocations to be on a more liberal scale in 1960 than
in the previous two years. In other countries—particu-
larly those exporting rubber or tin ox, 1o a less extent,
wool or copper-—the rise in prices and earnings in 1959
was sufficient to ensure that, in the absence of controls,
imports would expand in 1960.

Import expenditures rose between 1959 and 1960 in
almost 80 per cent of the primary exporting countries.
And in 80 per cent of these countries the rise in imporls
contributed entirely (45 per cent), largely {25 pe:
cent) or partly (10 per cent) to a deterioration in the
balance of trade (see table 5-8).

Not all the countries in which the trade balance
deteriorated—because expenditure on imports rose to a
grezter extent than income from exports—had to draw
vpon their reserves Half of them, indeed, enlered 1961
with larger holdings of foreign exchange than they had
had at the beginning of 1960. In many cases this reflects
the resulis of berrowing, though in several countries
donations and other receipts also helped to finance the
additional imports. Thete was an increased How of
private capital into Argentina, China (Taiwan), Jordan,
Pakistan and the Philippines, and these countries, as
well as Israel. Moroceo, the Republic of Korea and the
Republic of Viet-Nam, also received more in the way
of grants and other invisibles than in 1959. Lebanon’s
invisible earnings rese also. Notwithstanding the rise in
reserves, measures 1o restrain imporls became commen
in this group as 1960 advanced, especially in those coun-
tries in which the expansion in {oreign exchange hold-
ings was largely the result of additional borrowing.

Pakistan and the Philippines were among the coun-
tries deliberately increasing imporls, al least at one
stage in the year. In Pakistan import quotas in the
second half of 1960 were the most generous since the
institution of contrel in 1952: raw materials fo1 local
industry were particulatly favoured but there was a
large increase in allocations [or consumer godds, too,
intended to be disinflationary. In the Philippines the
special import tax on United Stales goods was reduced
early in the year and in May a general relaxation of
credit was accompuanied by a substantial reduction in
advance deposit requirements for imperlers. At the
same time a devaluation of the peso buying rale was
designed to stimulate exports. The upsurge in imports
was checked to some extent towards the end of the yeatr,
however, when, as part of a decontrol piogramme, the
proportion of imports granted quotas at the fow official
rate was greally reduced. With foreign exchange hold-
ings declining steadily from a September peak, the
propo:tion of imports eligible for the preferred rate was
again reduced in March 1961,

Adjustments of the effective exchange rate were also
used by other countries in this group, both to stimulate
exporls and to curb imports. The Republic of Korea
devalued the hwan in February 1900 and again, more
sharply, in January 1961. Efforts to encourage exports
also took other forms: in April restriclions on trade
with Japan were relaxed, in July an exchange retention
scheme, medium-term credit facilities and selective sub-
sidies were all offered as export incentives. A more
liberal investment law was enacted early in 1960 in order
to attract foreign capital. In China (Taiwan) there was
also an inercased inflow of capital following the promul-
gation of a more favourable foreign investment law in
1959 and the granting of further concessions to inves-
tors in September 1960. However, largely as a result of
a poor 1959/60 1ice harvest, exports lagged until late
in the year when a better 1960/61 crop provided sup-
plies for a recovery; in the meantime imports were
discouraged to some extent by a 10 per cent devaluation
of one of the selling rates of the NT dollar in July. In
Istael a 20 per cent premium was offered on foreign
curteney brought in by immigrants and tourists and in
the course of the year there were several substantial in-
ereases in duties on imporis. The Republic of Viet-Nam
also used duties along with a “stabilization surtax™ 1o
keep imports in check as well as to increase the protec-
tion of local industries.

Argentina and Uruguay had devalued and simplified
their exchange structures in 1959, Though in both coun-
tries the free market rate Huctuated only within rela-
tively narrow limits during 1960, adjustments were
made to the effective rate from time Lo time by altering
the rate of tax on major exports and the calegory and
rate of surcharge on imports. One such adjustment in
Uruguay was a reduction of the retention tax on wool,
late in the year: this boosled shipments which had been
lagging since the opening of the 1960/61 season with
lower world prices. Even with these adjustments import
expenditure increased to a much greater extent than
exportt earnings in both countites. The [act that reserves
continued o rise 1eflects the results of incoming capital;
it also hides the 1ise in short-tlerm and medium-term
obligations. This rise and the impending maturity of
debts incurred earlier foreed both countries to seek new
credits towards the end of the year. Aigentina arranged
with the IMF to defer repayment of its 1958 borrowing
of 842.5 million to March 1963 and to have repayment
of ils 1959 borrowing of 3100 million stretched out ove:
five years. This, along with accommodation arranged
with other creditors, including the “Paris Club” of
European exporters, served to reduce the 1961 repay-
ment burden from 8375 million—more than half of
end-1960 reserves and a third of 1960 export earnings
~to about $75 mitlion. Uruguay negotiated an increase
in its line of credit from United States hanks, from $28
million to $52 million. It also aivanged a stand-by
eredit of $30 million with the IMF but was not able
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immediately to comply with the financial conditions
governing eligibility.

Among the remaining countries in which the expan-
sion in imports was entirely responsible for a deteriora-
tion in the balance of trade, capital inflow and net
receipts from sources other than trade were not sufficient
to prevent a reduction in reserves. In this group, indeed,
were several countries {rom which there was a capital
outflow.

Most notable among them was South Africa where—
the merchandise deficit being covered by gold produc-
tion—the loss of reserves in 1960 was whelly accounted
for by an outward movement of private capital, much
of which took the form of the purchase of foreign-
owned shares in local concerns. In August interest rates
were raised to narrow the gap between local and Euro-
pean rates; the administration of exchange control on
resident’s capital movements was tightened; in Novem-
ber it was decided to reduce quite drastically—at least
in respect of other than capital goods—import quotas to
be allocated in 1961; a smali credit was negotiated with
the IMF late in 1960 and a larger one ($25 million)
carly in 1961,

Similarly, though on a much smaller scale, capital
flight from Kenya was a factor in reducing the external
reserves of the Dritish East African territories, though
in this case the rise in imports and the decline in
robusta coflee prices and earnings played the major
role. In Ecuador the merchandise balance remained
active though imports expanded to a somewhat greater
extent than exports, Banana shipments contributed most
1o the rise in receipts but some encouragement was given
{o minor items by an increase in the proportion eligible
for conversion at the free rate of exchange, which
averaged about a sixth above the official buying rate
during the year. Fears of inflation in the wake of de-
clining prices for cocon and coffee exports and rising
investment expenditures in the public sector seem to
have contributed in some measure not only to the ex-
pansion in imports but also to the outflow of capital. A
rore significant stimulant of imports, however, was a
reduction, in April, from 50 per cent to 25 per cent, in
the priot deposits required for a number of items.

Private capital also registered a small net outflow
from India; its effect, however, was far outweighed by
increased donations. With reserves {alling steeply in
the first three quarters of the year and with a growing
appreciation of the foreign exchange gap in the fi-
nancing of the third development plan due to start in
1961, increasing eflorts were made to improve the bal-
ance of trade. August saw the abolition of export controls
on about seventy items, while import allocations for the
six months beginning in October were severely cut. Allo-
cations for the following period, in 1961, were reduced
still furthex To attract more foreign private capital the
1961 /62 budget—while providing for a sizable increase
in total tax revenue—reduced the rates of tax applicable

to certain income accruing to foreign-owned companies
and to foreign technicians. At the same time a consor-
tium representing the IBRD, the Federal Republic of
Germany, the United Kingdom and the United States
began marshalling the credit necessary to finance a pros-
pective external deficit of $6.5 billion over the next five
years. The Soviet Union, having provided the equivalent
of $378 million in 1960, offered a new credit of about
$126 million for industrial projects to be finenced
largely in 1961. Contributions of $80 million by Japan
and $56 million by Canada raised the amount available
from the IBRD consortium to $2.23 billion for the next
two fiscal years and to at least $3.5 billion over the five
vears of the plan.

The rise in imports into Iraq and New Zealand re-
flects, in part, the relaxation of import controls imposed
in 1959, Developments in 1960 prevented this process
from being extended, however, and later in the year it
was the decline in reserves that dominated policy. In
Iraq the external balance was affected by the weakness
of petroleum prices and by the poor domestic harvest
which made it necessary, in the third quarter, to prohibit
the export of barley and arrange for additional imports
of wheat. Trade agreements negotiated towards the end
of the year offered dates and cement in exchange for
selected imports. [n New Zealand a precipitous decline
in reserves in the second half of the year—as imports
continued to rise, in the face of falling export prices—
induced a tightening of domestic credit policy, an
increase in import duties and an effort to raise external
loans,

Concern about external balance influenced the policies
pursued by most of the other countries in this group.
In Mexico, though the decline in {oreign reserves was
reversed in the last quarter of the year, the relationship
between dollar assets and dollar labilities was far less
favourable at the bepinning of 1961 than it had been
at the beginning of 1960. The Government was given
authority to adjust tariffc and establish import controls
in order to protect industry and minimize the inhibiting
effect of the payments position on internal industrial
development. In Cambodia laws relating to foreign in-
vestment were liberalized in an effort to attract new
capital. In Ghana, in the face of lower export prices,
discrimination against dollar and Japanese goods was
ended in a move to reduce import prices. In Nigeria
funds were borrowed from the United Kingdom under
the new system of “Exchequer loans” and there was a
general increase in tariffs, partly for revenue purposes,
partly to protect new industries and partly 1o slow down
the rate of inciease in imports in the light of the lower
cocoa prices.

Most of the countries in the group experiencing both
an expansion in imports and & contraction in exports
(see table 5-8) registered a decline in foreign exchange
holdings. These were generally countries in which in-
flationary pressures had been—and in some cases still
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were—particularly strong and in which eflorts to correct
the external imbalance were complicated by the lack
of internal balance. At the one extreme of this group
were some of the Lalin American countries—notably
Brazil, Chite, Colombia and Paraguay—while at the
other end were the United Arab Republic (Syria),
Tunisia, Burma and Australia.

In Brazil, 1960 opened with an effort to encourage
secondary exports by allowing their proceeds to be con-
verted at the free market rate—about 200 cruzeiros per
dollar—of which 130 cruzeiros was in cash, the re-
mainder in the form of a negotiable hill on the central
bank. The import rate for fuel, wheat and equipment
was held at 100 cruzeires, though the auction rate for
other imports was bid up steadily—by o weighted aver-
age of 32 per cent in the course of the year. With imports
rising and export receipts tending to lag, the free rate
of exchange depreciated in the second half of the year.
To compensate for rising costs, the export rate for coffee
and cocoa was raised from 76 to G0 cruzeiros per dollar.
In 1958 and 1959 the effect of the growing imbalance
on the country’s foreign exchange holdings had been
masked by a sizable inflow of private capital and further
official borrowing which together had financed more
than a third of total impoits. In 1960, however, the
imbalance was greater and the inflow of capital smaller,
By the end of the year delivery of foreign exchange
bought at auction was having to he deferred. As in the
case of Argentina, the erisis was precipitated by the
heavy 1961 schedule for repayment of external debt:
against earnings of less than $1.3 hillion in 1960, re.
serves of about 8440 million and a passive balance of
trade, debts of over 1 hillion were {alling due in 1961
The situation was met in part in March 1961 by a further
devaluation, the most significant aspect of which was the
abandonment of the auction system for importers’ ex.
change requirements in favour of the {ree market and
a change in the preferential rate for essential imports
from 100 to 200 cruzeiros per dollar. Al the same time
negotiations began for the consolidation and stretching
out of the vaiious segments of the country’s debl—to the
IMF, to the United States Government, and to com-
mercial creditors in the United States, Europe and Japan
—and {or new credits to restore the inflow of capilal
to at least its 1959 level. A third element in the pro-
gramme was the opening up of new markets, it neces-
sary by means of bilateral agreements such as those with
the Soviet Union in 1959, with Czechoslovakia and
Poland in 1960 and with Yugoeslavia in April 1961.

Colombia, like Brazil, had a passive balance of trade
in 1960 and a smaller inflow of private capital. Never-
theless the decline in reserves was not much greater than
the amouni by which commercial indebtedness was
reduced. In an effort to preserve the external balance,
the domestic restraints of the 1959 stabilization pro-
gramme were continued and the export peso was de-
valued by about 6 per eent in May Exporls were also
expanded by means of coflee and cotton barter agree-

ments with the Federal Republic of Germany, Japan,
the Soviet Unien and the United Kingdom. Coffee sales
were stimulated late in the year by a reduction in export
tax. A conlribution to exporl earnings was also made
by beel, shipments of which were no longer prohibited.
With imports rising to & record level in 1960, however,
reserves declined steadily throughout the year. A new
stand-by agreemen! was entered into with the IMF in
November, and early in 1961 $25 million was drawn in
support of the balance of payments’

Chile also drew on its IMF stand-by eredit early in
1961, after a year in which reserves had fallen rapidly,
in the wake of a record rate of importation, The expan-
sion in imporls was an element in the domestic stabiliza-
tion programme: it was induced by a relaxation of quan-
titative control, a reduction in the prior deposits required
from importers and a further movement towards control

by tariff.

In Australia internal demand pressures were rela-
tively much milder than in the Latin American countries
in this group, and disinflationary policies were followed,
at least in the second hall of the year. None the less,
in combination with a general relaxation of import con-
trof in February 1960, they helped to induce a tre-
mendous upsurge in imports. Though tax and othe:
incentives were offered to exporters, the steady decline
in export prices was sulficient to prevent earnings from
inereasing. Despile a Further large inflow of capital, the
resull was a dramatic running down of 1eserves that had
been accumulated in 1959, The drain continued into
1961 and, adhering to its more liberal trade poliey,
the Government had recourse to the IMF while further
tightening domestic eredit conditions

In the United Arab Republie (Syria) the expansion
b imports in 1960 from the relatively low Jevel of 1959
was financed in part by arrangements under Publie Law
480 of the United States Sinee, in the wake of another
poor harvest, however, expoit earnings 1eceded further,
to the lowest level since 1950, reserves bore a large
proportion of the strain. The free rate for the pound
depreciated, despite sirieter imporl contiols and re-
straints on domestic credit. Exchange holdings were
boosted by borrowing from the IMF in the last quarter
of the year, but the external halance remained under
stress and in February 1961 general exchange contiols
were imposed

The rise in imports into Buima vame in the wake of
increased export emnings in 1959 whereas earnings
fell away in the second half of 1960, however, imports
rose stilt further as a vesult of some selective increases
in import licences released in mid-year in an eflon to
reverse the upward movement in the cost of living. This
objective was achieved bul only by drawing heavily
on reserves, The inflow of private capital seems to have
been somewhat less than in 1959, despite the passage
in February 1960 of a new investment law designed
to altract foreign enterprises. Receipls of aid, however,
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were somewhat greater than in 1959, partly as a result
of a decision, taken in April, to accept grants from the
United States. The decline in exports in the second half
of the year reflects movements in rice sales: shipments
of other commodities, encouraged by an exchange re-
tention scheme inaugurated earlier in the year, were
generally well maintained.

In Tunisia, in the face of a peor olive crop and a
60 per cent drop in olive oil shipments, imports rose
vigorously from the low 1959 level, reflecting a marked
increase in investment both in light industries in the
private sector and under the Government’s expanding
“equipment budget”. The increase in the trade deficit
was more or less covered by a comparable increase in
donations and official capital receipts: although French
military dishursements were further reduced as local
establishments were scaled down, there was a more than
compensating 1ise in funds from the United States. As
a result, reserves—which had been greatly strengthened
by the import restraints in 1959—were dtawn down only
marginally.

Among the few primary exporting countries whose
reserves were higher at the end of 1960 than at the
beginning, despite an expansion in imports and a con-
traction in exports, Indonesia and the Sudan derived
patt of the increase from an active balance of trade,
Honduras reinforced its exchange holding by borrowing
from the IMF, and Greece had a larger inflow of public
capital and non-trade income.

Indenesian reserves rose rapidly after the devalua-
tion of August 1959 and under the influence of high
rubber prices. After reaching a peak in March 1960
the highest since that of the Korean boom—they were
drawn down slowly during 1960 as imports increased
and export receipts lurned downwards. A reorganiza-
tion of the exchange control system early in the year
gave export and import-saving industries the highest
claim to import allocations. Later, in August, however,
the system was relaxed in respect of certain consumer
goods, in order to hold down the urban cost of living.
For the same reason sugar exports were suspended in the
wake of a smaller domestic erop. Against this, however,
reserves seem to have gained more from the net move-
ment of capital in 1960 than in most recent years.

In the Sudan the strong recovery in exports in 1959
meatly incressed the country’s veserves and made pos-
sible a general relaxation of economic controls both
internal and external. Though earnings in 1960 were
appreciably below the 1959 level, many import duties
were reduced in the middle of the year and a substantial
addition was made to the list of items not subject to
special licence,

In Greece the deterioration of the meichandise hal-
ance was more than offset by larger net receipts from
shipping, transport and tourism. Reserves were also rein-
forced by a net inflow of public capital appreciably

higher than the low 1959 figure. The effect of this was
largely offset, however, by a decline in the amount of
foreign private capital invested in Greek industries
under the recently enacted incentive scheme and by the
purchase of foreign-owned assets in the electricity in-
dustry.

There were relatively few countries—about 10 per
cent of the primary exporling group—in which a reduc-
tion in export proceeds was exclusively or even partly
tesponsible for a worsening of the external balance
The weakening of the petroleum market caused the
reduction in Bahrain and Qatar; the decline in cocoa
prices was the principal factor in Cameroun. In Mauri-
tius, sugar production was severely cut by cyclone dam-
age. In Bolivia tin exports slumped badly and foreign
exchange holdings, after having been built up by higher
exports in 1959, were drawn down rapidly, despite an
increase in the inflow of private capital. There was a
similar decline in reserves in Nicaragua, {ollowing a
very poor collon crop and a halving of cotton exporl
earnings, though in this case the drain was checked by
an increase in oversea borrowing as well as a 1eversal
in private capital movements

[n Turkey export receipts were lower in 1960 than
in 1959 for almost all major items, most seriously for
tobacco, shipments of which dropped back a further 13
per cent to the smallest volume since 1952, The lag in
tobacco sales—most notable in the first quarter of 1960
—was to some exten! the result of the exclusion of tobacco
frem the devaluation of export rates in August 1959,
in the course of 1960, the tobacco rate was 1aised from
its parity of 5.60 liras per dollar, partly in February
and completely in August when a unified 9.00 rate was
established. The failure of expott earnings lo rise in
1960 necessitated a reversal of import policy: a con-
siderable liberalization in the first half of the year was
followed by a sharp cutback in the second half, accom-
panied by new restraints on domestic demand. Ofiicial
holdings of foreign exchange declined for the third
successive year, and with foreign liabilities substantially
higher and a large amount of {oreign debt maturing, a
refinancing operation became necessary. Early in 1961
a sizable stand-by credit was negotiated with the IMI
and maturing debts owing Lo creditors in the Organisa-
tion for European Economic Co-operation (OEEC) were
consolidated and extended.

About a third of the primary exporting countries
strengthened their merchandise balance between 1959
and 1960. For almost three-fourths of this group, the
improvement stemmed from increased export earnings
The improvement in the trade balance in these countries,
however, was not always accompanied by an increase
in reserves; indeed a majority of them registered a de-
cline in their foreign exchange holdings.

A few counities managed to increase their exports
to a degree that enabled them to finance both an ex-
pansion in imports and an addition to reserves. In this
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group were DBritish North Borneo, the Federation of
Malaya, Sarawak and Thailand all of which substan-
tially increased their earnings from rubber and tin,
The group also included Peru, where the coming into
production of the new Toquepala copper mine added
very considerably to total exports, as well as Guatemala
where there was a major recovery in banana exports

In Guatemala and Thailand, the inflow of private
capilal also seems o have been greater in 1960 than
in 1959. This was encouraged in Thailand partly by a
revision of customs tariffs early in 1960, which lowered
duties on investment goods and raw malerials and raised
them on consumer manufactures, partly by the exemp-
tion for various periods of new or expanding or export
industries {rom a recenl inerease in corporate and divi-
dend taxes and stamp duties and also by a simplification
and relaxation of exchange controls. Rationalization of
the tarifl in favowr of local industry alse played a part
in encouraging investment in Peru, and to a less extent
in the Federation of Malaya.

In the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland—as
in Peru and the Federation of Malaya—there was an
increase in the trade surplus despite an expansion in
imports, Nevertheless, reserves were drawn down as the
result of a net outflow of private capital-enhanced by
an increase in dividend payments by mining companies,
{ollowing the 1958/60 rise in copper prices. The third
quarter of 1960 brought some monetary restraints on
internal demand, but the capital outflow continued
until, in February 1961, a system of exchange controls
was introduced to protect the external balance.

In the United Arab Republic {Egypt) 1960 opened
with a heavy drain on reserves associated with several
major non-commercial payments—chiefly compensalion
to the shareholders of foreign coneerns thal had been
nationalized and o the Sudan for the flooding of the
area upstream from the Aswan Dam. These payments
accentuated the eflect on the balanee of payments of
the relalively low prices for long staple cotton prevailing
in 1958 and 1959 and the poor rice crop in 1958/59.
As a result. exchange holdings reached their lowest level
in March 1960, With cotlon prices recovering somewhal
in 1960 exporl earnings rose much {aster than imports
and the trade deficit was halved. Suez Canal earnings
were about an eighth above the 1959 figure and loans
from the 1BRD. the IMF and the Export-lmport Bauk
all helped to raise the level of reserves as the yeas
progressed. The payments position was also strength.
ened by a decline in the proportion of exports moving
in bilateral accounts. Al the end ol 1960, however, hold-
ings of convertible currencies were still a fifth lower
than a year earlier. As the colton market recovered,
the discount quoted on the collon export pound was
gradually reduced: from 23 per cent at the beginning
of the 1959/60 seasen it had been eut to G per cent at
the beginning of the 1900/61 season. The premium on
the import pound was reduced more or less in step—

from 27.5 per cent in September 1959 to 10 per cent
in July 1960.

Among the countries whose balance of trade was
improved not only by expanding exports but alse by a
contraction in imports, Ethiopia, Kuwail and Spain
registered a rise in reserves, while Ceylon, Custa Rica,
the Dominican Republie, Iran and Saudi Asabia all
registered a decline.

Ethiopia gained chiefly from a large inerease in
coffee shipments, but there was also an inward move-
ment of private capital, in contrast lo the outward move-
ment in 1959, Spanish reserves continued the rapid
1ise which had commenced after the promulgation of
a stabiitzation programme in 1958: in 1959 foreign
borrowing and import cuts had played the largest role;
in 1960 the expansion in exporls predominated. Re-
slraints on imports were gradually relaxed: in the sec
ond half of 1960 import expenditure was almost back
to the corresponding 1959 level and by April 1961 three-
fourths of imports were reported to be unrestricted, The
inward movement of private {unds also appears to have
accelerated, part of it representing a repatriation of
previous flight capital under an amnesty arrangement
in force early in 1960. As a resull, exchange controls
were also relaxed during the year.

The major influence on the external balance of he
Dominican Republic was a capital flight: despite o $45
mitlion increase in experts, 2 $30 million cul in imports
and a dralt of %9 million on the IMI, {oreign exchange
holdings at the end of 1960 were $§10 million less than
al the end of 1959 Reserves were alse drawn down
in Iran, despile a sizable increase in the trade surpius,
and in Ceylon, despite a sizable reduction in the trade
deficit. This was the second year of drain on reseives
in Iran and the fourth year in Ceylon; hence, in both
countries a primary aim of economic policy in 1960
was lo dampen further the demand for imports, Ciedit
restraints were imtensified, import duties raised and
system of advance depesiis introduced. In Ceylon the
export duty on rubber was lowered as its price lell,
foreign exchange allowances for travel were eut and
efforts were made to attract foreign capital into approved
industries

In about a tenth of the primary exporting countrics
trade bajances were improved entirely or laigely as a
result ef a reduction in imports. In this group, however,
changes in the trade balance were generally less signifi-
cant than developments on capital nccount. Howas kargely
as a result of an outllow of capital that reserves were
drawn down in most of the countries in this group. most
notably in the Congo. Cuba and Venezuela,

In the Congo there was a nct oulflow of capital for
the third year in suecession: as a result official holdings
of gold and convertible curvencies, which had stoad at
$338 million at the end of 1956, had dropped to 3221
million at the end of 1958, $87 million at the end of
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1959 and an estimated $63 million at the end of 1960,
despite a further decline in imports. In Cuba the decline
which had started in 1956 accelerated markedly in the
wake of political changes: the loss in reserves in suc-
cessive years was $16 million, $45 million, $74 million,
$116 million and $121 million.

In Venezuela changes in reserves, which had been
due to large transactions in the petroleum sector in
1957-1959, were influenced more by developments in
other sectors in 1960. There was a large outllow of
capital which was slowed down only in the final quaiter
of the year with the institution of exchange control.
This was accompanied by a measure of selective devalu-

ation: secondary exports—particularly coffee and cocoa
—hecame eligible for a more favourable rate of ex-
change. In addition, more private transactions were to
be effected on the free market where, by the end of
the year, the bolivar had depreciated to 4.28 per dollar,
compared with the official rates of 3.35 for most im-
ports, 3.33 for iron ore and 3.09 for petroleum. Under
the influence of a large active balance of trade and
control aver exchange transactions, reserves recovered
rapidly alter the tuin of the year: by the end of March
official exchange holdings were 7 per cent above the
corresponding 1960 figure. The stand-by credit of $100
million negotiated with the IMF in April 1960 had not
been used.

Internal balance

There were wide-spread increases in production in
the primary exporting countries between 1959 and 1960.
In total, however, they probably amounted to a slightly
smalles rate of increase thar was recorded between 1958
and 1959, The prineipal reason for the slackening in
the rate of growth was a somewhat poorer out-turn of
a number of important crops in seme major countries,
as a result of which total agricultural output registered
a smaller gain than in the previous period.

In the other sectors, by contrast, gains between 1959
and 1960 were generally greater than in the preceding
interval. Furthermore, since the lag in agriculture was
offset by a sizable increase in imports of foodstufls,
the expansion in total available supplies was appreciably
greater than between 1958 and 1959.

The rise in imporls not only supplemented local
praduction of foodstuffs and supported the expansion
of domestic industry, but it alse provided a much larges
volume of capital goods. This reflects the change in
policy which occurred in many primary exporting coun-
tries towards the end of 1959 the restraints on demand
that were imposed in 1958, having reduced imports
and relieved the pressure on the balance of payments,
were generally relaxed and in the course of 1960 there
was a renewed buildup of import demand, particularly
for investment goods.

By the end of the year the strains which, as indicated
in the previous section, had re-emerged in the area of
external payments, were also showing signs of reappear-
ing in the domestic economy in a number of countries.
Efforts to restrain demand were again in evidence; in
most instances these were aimed at relieving the external
balance by reducing the demand for imperts but in many
cases the need for restraint reflects the failure of do-
mestic production to keep up with the growth of pus-
chasing power released by the new higher level of
investment. With reserves falling and the terms of trade
again moving against the primary exporting countries,

relief by way of a further increase in imports became
less feasible and by early in 1961 disinflationary actions
were being taken in many places.

EXPANSION IN SUPPLIES

Domestic production increased between 1959 and
1960 in most primary exporting countries; in the aggre-
gate, however, the expansion was probably slightly less
than in the preceding interval. The proportion of coun-
tries in which per capita output failed to rise between
1959 and 1960 was about one-third—somewhat greater
than between 1958 and 1959. The principal 1eason for
the slackening in the 1ate of growth was the changing
agricultural situation: 1957/58 was a year of poor
crops, so that the recovery in 1958/59 yielded a much
larger increase—relative to the preceding year—than did
1959/60.

Thus, although production of the basic food crops
continued to rise, it was at a much slower pace. Among
the cereals, increases in the rice crop—of about 4 per
cent—and, 1o a less extent, the wheat erop were offset
in some measure by rather smaller crops of the coarse
grains. There was a further advance in sugar production
in the primary exporting countties bhut it was only a
slight one, made in the face of cutbacks by some of the
major exporters, notably in Australia and Latin America.

Though the expansion in cereal production was fairly
general, there were significantly smaller crops in Cey-
lon, China (Taiwan)} and India in the case of rice, in
the Mediterranean countries and the southern hemi-
sphere exporters in the case of wheat, in Argentina,
the United Arab Republic {Egypt) and Indonesia in the
case of maize and in Australia and North Africa in the
case of bairley. These cereal results reflect, in large
measuie, the incidence of poor weather, the consequence
of which also shows up in the fact that reductions in
total food output were concentrated largely in Latin
Ameriea and the Mediterranean 1egion, the most notable
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occurring in Argentina and Spain—{rom record levels
in 1958/59. I'ood production also dropped sharply from
a record level in Australia, while Irag, lreland and
Tunisia experienced their second successive decline and
in the United Arab Republic (Syria) production
dropped further from the low level to which it had been
reduced by drought in 1958 and 1959. In southern and
south-eastern Asia the only couniry' not enjoying a
higher level of food production in 1959/60 was China
{Taiwan) where typhoon damage affected both sugar
and, less severely, rice output.

Apart from the basic foodstuffs, the overwhelming
bulk of which is consumed domestically, most of the
other agricultural crops—among which export products
are more prominent—registered a wide-spread increase
between 1958/59 and 1959/60. The largest over-all
gains were in respect of coffee (27 per cent), cocon
{12 per cent) and tobaceo (10 per cent), but there were
also increases in the output of tree oils, wool and the
agaves, thongh these were generally small in the aggre-
gale. Against this, however, the out-turn of several of
the major industrial crops was lower in the primary
exporting couniries in 1959/60. Both India and Pakistan
reaped poor jute crops and total production was down
8 per cent. There were significant reductions in the
gutput of cotton in India end Central America, not fully
offset by expansion elsewhere and total production was
down 5 per cent. A drastic decline in Indonesia was
largely 1esponsible for the fact that natural rubber
output in 1960 was 5 per cent below the 1959 level.

As a result of the relative lag in lood production and
the decline in vegetable fibre and rubber production,
the over-all increase in agricuitural output was very
small. The proportion of primary exporting countries

registering a reduction rose from a fourth between
1958 and 1959 to a third between 1959 and 1960 while
at the other end of thescale the proportion with increases
in excess of 10 per cent declined from about 18 per cent
to about 4 per cent. In consequence the over-all increase
in agricultural production dropped from about 6 per
cent to less than one per cent (see table 5-9).

In contrast to agriculture, mining production in-
creased to an appreciably greater exlent between 1959
and 1960 than in the preceding interval. Among the
major minerals only copper registered a smaller gain
than between 1958 and 1959.

The most significant increase was in petroleum, pro-
duction of which rose by 11 per cent in the primary
exporting countries compared with about one per cent
in the industrial countries. The expansion was general,
but there was a marked contrast between the Middle
Last, where the increase was 14 per cent, and Latin
America, where it was only 5 per cent. And within Lalin
America there was a marked contrast between the coun-
tries seeking to raise local production in order to reduce
imports and those whose output moves mainly into
world markets. With a 44 per cent incresse in produc-
tion, Argentina moved into third place as a regional
producer, and there was a 26 per cent increase in Brazil.
In Colombia on the other hand output was only 4 per
cent higher and in Venezuela less than 4 per cent higher.
The most dramaltic increase—at least in relative terms—
was again in Africa where many new wells were brought
into produetion and total output rose from less than 3
million te over 10 million tons.

Partly as a result of the increase in petroleum pro-
duction and consumption, eoal output declined in a

Table 5-9. Primary Exporting Countries: Indicated Change between 1959 and 1960
in Total SBupplies and Selected Components'

Lrosy

Group and country lj:;'r:)ﬁ::’clf c’ﬁg;lrc M;:lx'::f{; ¢ Mining Iﬁ:ﬁfy El.:ﬂ::l Tmports sug}r;rff;:s"
Group |
Argentina A —B¢ B F B B E B
Chile A —B —B B ) B E B
Ausiralia . B ~B cC C C B E C
Mexico C B C B C B C C
Portugal B - B C -3 C A E B
Union of South Africa B A Be C C B D C
Israel C Cr D E F C D C
Venezuela A C —Be B C —B I -B
Puerto Ricov C Br D D C D C
Group I
Brazil B Ad C D C C D C
Spain . . . —~B —C C B B . v BB —B
Philippines B B B —B D C D C
Tutkey. . .. B B B -C D C A B
Colombia . B B B C D C E B

(Continued on following page)
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Table 5-9. Primary Exporting Countries: Indicated Change between 1959 and 1960
in Total Supplies and Selected Components® (continued)

Group and country® dac'rrig:ts{c Agri- Manufae- Blee- DHslri- Imports Telal
produs! culfure luring Mining tricily bulton supplies
Group I (continued)
UAR (Egypt) C B D E C A C
Ecuador. . .. C Ce Ct Al . C C C
China (Taiwan) B —B D D D B F B
Greece . B —C C D C F B
El Salvado: B B C . C C E C
Morocco B A C B c B E C
Peru... . . C B C F C D F D
New Zealand . .. C B C C B C E D
[reland B — Bt C A D B C B
Congos .. .... .. . C C B F G —B C
Rhodesia and Nyasaland B B C C C C B B
Group HI

Alperia . Cee B C r C .. C ..
Kenya ... B Ab Cal B B F C
Tran L —C Bi L -B .
Indonesia A A . C B F B
India B -B D D D B C B
Ugande. C C i F E C B C
Pakistans .. . . B B B B . B ¥ C
Korea {(Republicof) . B B B F A B D B
Cambodia .. .. . .. D I F E F F E
Viet-Nam (Republic of) D D F . C D B C
Iraq A -B Di E s K C
Nigeria C C r D F C
Sudan. B Ba B C B
Ivory Coast C B . B B C
Thailand C B I C B C
Ghara D E - B D D E D
Guatemala . . B B B . B B B B
Tanganyika B B c D C C D C
Burmam B Bk . B .. D I C
Tunisia . A we B C —-B C A ¥ B
UAR (Syria) ... . A —C B . —B B F G
Federation of Malaya® C Cr B F F C C C
Panama . . A C . C ..
Ceylen. S B B . . D B - B B
Tora. Be A Ce Co C Ce Da B

Sauree: Division of General Economic Research
and Policies of the United Nations Secretarial;
Statistical Office of the United Naztions, Monthly
Bulletin of Statistics; Tood and Agriculture Organi-
zations of the United Nations, Monthly Bulletin of
Agricultural Economics und Statistics (Rome); re-
ths to the United Nations questionnaire of

{ovembers 1960 an economic trends, problems nnd
policies; national publications.

» Based on prcliminﬂr?’ official estimates of the
rationz] accounts or on “indicators” derived from
official or semi-official statistics of Ptnéuctinn,
trade and transport Where “indicators” were used,
changes in gross domestic product and its com-

onents reflect changes in the output of all the
ttems of poods and services for which data were
ohtainable, combined in accordance with weights
derived from national accounts of recent years,
Changes in the output of distribution services were
measured by indicators of trade {foreign and
domestic) and transport and communications {gaso-
iine L'nnsum[)linn, ton-miles of railway freight,
cargoes handied, postab-telegraph.telephone bud-
gets) The indicated changes are necessarily tenta-
tive, being based in some cases on less than a full
year's figures, beth for the sectors shown and for
other sectors for which estimates were made The
symbols indicate a percentape range of increase or
decrense (—); A= —11to 13 B=2105; C=01010;

D=1l to 15; E=16 to 20; F=2] and over,

v Countries have been grouped in three broad
categorics reflecting the relative contribution of
manufacturing to the gross domestic preduct:
sroup [ is the most Mindustrialized”, group I the
east. Within each group countries are arrayed in
ascending order of “'import-dependence”, @5 mea-
sured by Lhe averuge ratio of import expenditure 1o
gross domestie product in the period 1967-1959.

o Gross demestic product plus imports,

4 Including livestock.

¢ [ucluding construction,

t Including livestock and fishing

= Year eading 30 June,

b Including Hvestock, fishing and foresiry.

i Including mining.

i Petroleum only

k Inciuding fishing and forestry

1 Including livestock and forestry.

» Year ending 30 September

» Including Singapore

o Based on the countries for which symbols are
indicated, weighted by average net national product
in daollars in 1952-1954.

v Based on the countries for which symbols are
indicated, weighted h{ the average output of the
sector in question in dollars in 1952-1954 o

 Based on countries {ov which symbels are indi-
cated, weighted by 1960 value in dollars
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number of ecountries, most nolably Algeria, Treland,
Morocco, New Zealand and Nigeria. Coal production was
also cut back in Southern Rhodesia, as the demand for
eleciricity was swilched from thermal stations to the
newly opened Kariba hydrostation. Among the major
coal producers, however, production continued to ex-
pand, as in India where there was a 10 per cent increase,
o1 resumed its earlier growth, as in Australia and the
Union of South Africa, where 1960 output was up 11 per
cent and 4 per cent respectively. There werc also gains
among soine of the smaller preducers—such as China
{Taiwan}, Mexico, Pakistan, the Republic of Korea
and Spain—and, in total, production in the primary
exporting countries was 6 per ceni above the 1959 level.

Production of the major non-ferrous metals increased
approciably more than between 1958 and 1959, except
in the case of copper, output of which had risen dra-
matically in 1959 in the wake of recovering demand
in the metal-using industries and lengthy strikes among
United States producers. In the primary exporting coun-
tries, the increase in copper production between 1050
and 1960 was about G per cent, a slight decline in Chile
—oceasioned by strikes—having been more than offset by
expansion elsewhere, relatively modest in the Congo (7
per cent) and the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland
(5 per cent), but spectacular in Peru where the Toque-
pala mine came into eperation raising output from
about 35,000 tons a year lo 165,000 tons. Peru was the
main contributor lo an over-all inercase of about 5 per
cent in the production of lead and zinc, also; there
were small gains in Australia and Spain but these were
offset by a decline in Mexican production.

With the removal of export quotas and a 1ecovery in
world demand. mine preduction of lin tose by about
an eighth. The increase was concentrated very largely
in South East Asia: there were gains of almost 40 per
centin the Federation of Malaya, 25 per cent in Thailand
and 5 per cent in Indonesia. African produetion rose
also—a Nigerian increase making good a small reduction
in the Congo-—but there was an 18 per cent decline in
Bolivia whence most of the 1959 expansion had come.
Even this increase feft lotal production about an eighth
below the pre-recession level.

The output of iron ore in the primary exporting coun-
tries in 1960 was almost a fifth above the 1959 level,
This was largely the consequence of the rise in import
demand in the industrial countries: the most notable
expansion oceurred in Venezucla, the Federation of
Malaya and Peru and on a smaller scale, Algeria. Chile
and Spain. However, there was also a fnrge—one-third—
increase in India. based on the inerease in domestic
requirements.

This expansien in the output of the major minerals
is reflected in changes in the over-all level of mining
activity. Between 1958 and 1959 mining production
lailed to increase in about one-third of the primary

exporting countries and increased by more than 10 per
vent in another third. Between 1959 and 1960 the pro-
portion of countries registering no increase was only
about a sixth and the proportion registering an increase
of over 10 per cent had risen to 40 per cent.

The acceleration in the growth of manufacturing in-
dustry noted in 1959 continued .in 1960. Though the
proportion of primary exporting countries in which
manufacturing output increased by more than 10 per
cent was much the same—about a fourth—in 1960 as
in 1959, the proportion in which output was no greater
than ir the preceding year dropped from 27 per cent
to 6 per cent. As a resuli there was a doubling in the
average rate of increase: {rom 4 per cent between 1958
and 1959 to about 8 per cent belween 1959 and 1960.
As in the previous interval the rate of growth between
1959 and 1960 seems to have been greatest (over 11
per cent) in southern and south-eastern Asia and least
(under 4 per cent) in Latin America

The lagging industries in Latin America were textiles
and paper: these showed no increase in production in
1960. In the case of textiles, 1960 was the {ourth sue-
cessive year of decline. This was also a lagging industry
in southern and south-eastern Asia: after a 5 per cent
increase in 1959 it dropped back to a 2 per cent in-
crease in 1960, affected by the shortfall in the Indian
cotton crop and the poor jule oul-turn which forced the
closing of a substantial number of mills as a method of
rationing supplies.

The output of the non-metallic minerals industries
also registered very litlle increase in Latin America. A
major factor in this was the decline in construction in
Venezuela, though cement production was only slightly
higher in Chile, Guatemala and Peru. In southern and
south-eastern Asia. output of these industries rose by a
further 9 per cent; cement production was an eighth
above the 1959 level, having declined only in Thailand.
Cement production increased substantially in the other
regions also: by 4 per cent in Africa, 7 per cent in
Oceania, and by 10 per cent in the Middle East. Only in
Spain, Tunisia, Uganda and the United Arab Republic
(Syria) was production lower than in 1959, and the
over-all rate of expansion in the primary exporting coun-
tries was about 7 per cent, approximately the same as
in the two previous years.

The contrast between Latin America and southern
and south-castern Asia was even more marked in the
basic metals industries: production increased by over
30 per cent in the Asian region but only moderately
in Latin America. One of the reasons foi the vigorous
growth in southern and south-castern Asia was the com-
ing into operation of moie iron and steel making ca-
pacily in India: in 1960 the oulput of pig-iron in India
exceeded 4 million tons for the first time. There was

* See United Nations, Forld Econemic Survey, 1959 (Sales
No.: 60 HL.C1), page 204.
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also a substantial increase in pig-iron production in
Australia (15 per cent) and the Union of South Africa
(11 per cent) and, on a smaller scale, in steel production
in Turkey (24 per cent) and in Argentina where a rise
of 29 per cent from the depressed 1959 level carried
output to an eighth above the 1958 record. In the aggre-
gate, steel production in the primary exporting countries
increased by about 13 per cent between 1959 and 1960,
somewhat more than in the previous interval and rather
more than it increased in the industrial countries.

In general, the growth in manufacturing was greater
than that in agriculture. This was almost invariably
the case in the less developed, predominantly agricul-
tural, countries in which the industrial base is relatively
narrow. Among the few exceptions were Guatemala
and Turkey—countries in which disinflationary policies,
put into effect in 1959 to protect a deteriorating external
balance, exerted a depressing influence on local industry
during most of 1960. Chile and Venezuela were the
principal exceptions among the countries in which in-
dustry is relatively more important: theze was a decline
in manufacturing production in Chile and in the con-
struction industry in Venezuela. These declines were also
largely a by-product of stabilization measures, aggra-
vated in the case of Chile by labour strikes.

Ameng the countries in which industry makes a rela-
tively large contribution to-total production, increases
in manufacturing in Argentina, Australia and Portugal
helped to offset the effect on the gross domestic product
of lower agricultural output. This also happened in sev-
eral of the countries in which manufacturing is less
developed—notably China (Taiwan), Greece and India
—in which there were particularly large gains in the
industrial sector, and to a less extent in Kenya, Morocco
and Tunisia.

Electricity production in the primary exporting coun-
tries increased by about 10 per cent between 1959 and
1960, as it had done in the previous interval. The in-
crease was virtually universal and though it was often
closely related to industrial and mining expansion it
showed a steadier and more uniform rate of growth. This
was associated to some extent with a rapid extension
and expansion of residential consumption, particularly
in urban areas, but also—and increasingly in some coun-
\ries—among rural and village populations.

The distributive sector—as measured by the turnover
of foreign and domestic trade, railway and port traffic,
the consumption of motor-spirit and the budgeted ex-
penditures of government communications departments
—also registered a substantial increase hetween 1959
and 1960. Tts growth stemmed largely from increasing
total domestic production but in many of the primary
exporting countries it was strongly aflected by move-
ments in foreign trade which were generally more ex-
pansionary, partly in moving a larger export output and
partly in handling the upsurge in imports.

This upsurge in imports added substantially to the
volume of supplies available for internal use in most of
the primary exporting countries. The proportion of coun-
tries in which total supplies failed to increase between
1959 and 1960 was only about half of the proportion
in which domestic production failed to increase. Cor-
respondingly, while about one-third of the primary
exporting countries registered an expausion in domestic
production of more than 5 per cent, the proportion of
countries in which total supplies so increased was almost
60 per cent.

In about three-fourths of the primary exporting coun-
tries the relative increase in import quantum exceeded
the relative growth of domestic production. The excep-
tions were some of the countries in which the external
balance was under heavy strain and some of the coun-
tries in which the expansion in local production was
particularly large. Among the latter were the Ivory
Coast, Republic of Viet-Nam, Thailand and Uganda
whete there was only a modest increase in imports.
Among the former, imports were under restraint in
Tran, Turkey and the United Arab Republic (Egypt},
and, less directly, in Guatemala and Venezuela. In Cey-
lon they dropped back from the record 1959 level as
liquidity declined and in the Congo (in 1959/60) they
were yeduced by political uncertainties as well as by
capilal outflow.

The principal reinforcement to available supplies
hrought by imports was in the category of capital goods.
As indicated earlier in this chapter, well over half of the
increment in imports from the industrial countries com-
prised machinery and transport equipment, while a
sizable proportion of the large increase in imports of
other manufactures consisted of metals and metal goods
and other products for use in construction and other
industrial activities. From the industrial countries, par-
ticularly North Ametica, there also came a substantial
volume of food, supplementing imports drawn from
other primary exporting countries, notably the rice pro-
ducers of South East Asia and the wheat and maize
producers of the southern hemisphere. Raw malerial
supplies, especially cotton and synthetic rubber, were
also augmented by imports from the industrial coun-
tries, while there was a further increase in movements
of fuel among the primary exporting countries them-
selves.

While the expansion in imports of machinery and
vehicles was widely distributed, the expansion in im-
ports of foodstuffs, raw materials and fuels was much
more selective, reflecting in some cases a shortfall in
domestic production. By means of trade with the rest
of the world, the primary exporting countries were thus
able to compensate to some extent for the relatively
low rate of increase in their combined agricultural out-
put. Imports not only supplemented local supplies of
food but also furnished some of the raw materials for
increasing the output of local industry. At the same time,
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most of the primary exporting countries provided them-
selves with the capilal goods necessary for stepping up
their rate of investment,

INCREASES IN CONSUMPTION AND INVESTMENTY

The effect on domestic expenditure of the slight slack-
ening in the average rate of growth in production in
the primary exporting countries was offset by a contrary
movemenl in external trade. On the one hand, as indi-
cated in the preceding section, the addition to supplies
from imports in 1960 was much greater than in 1959,
On the other hand, the volume of goods sold abroad
increased Lo a significantly smaller extent than in 1959,
As a result gross domestic expenditure increased be-
tween 1959 and 1960 rather more thin in the preceding
interval and rather more than gross domestic production.

The proportion of countries in which expenditure
failed to rise above the previous year’s level dropped
from a third in 1959 to a tenth in 1960. Conversely,
the propertion of countries registering an increase in
expendilure of more than 5 per cent almost doubled,
to over 40 per cent. The countries in which expenditure
declined or was barely held at the 1959 level were coun-
tries in which austerily stabilizalion programmes were
in operation—as in the case of Spain and Veneczuels,
for example. These were among the countries in which
domestic production had failed lo increase as fast as
population (see table 5-10).

Not ali countries in which produciion failed to rise
were forced to keep expendituie down to or below the
1959 level. however. I & number of cases expenditure
was suslained by imports, as in Chile, Indonesia, Kenya
and the United Arab Republie (Syria) . In some—notably
the United Arab Republie (Syria} and to a less extent
India and Turkey—a cut in exporis also played an
meclimz is based largely on teniative fgares of “indi-
cated change™; the conclusions are thus supgestive rather than
definitive.

important parl in maintaining, or even increasing, the
level of supplies retained for domestic use, in the face
of a very modest expansion in domestic production.

Notwithstanding the smaller average increase in agri-
cultural output, consumption in the primary exporting
counlries rose to a somewhat grealer extent between
1959 and 1960 than in the previous interval. The pro-
portion of countries registering a decline in per capita
consumption dropped from about a third in 1959 to
about a sixth in 1960, while the proportion registering
a rise of more than 3 per cent doubled to well over a
third.

The countries in which per capita personal consump-
tion declined between 1959 and 1960 were mostly those
in which domestic production failed to expand—Argen-
tina, Kenya, Spain and the United Arab Republic
{Syria), for example But there was also a reduction
in a few countries in which output was higher—Greece
and Tanganyika, for example, and to a less extent Portu-
gal: in these cases the increase in production went
largely into exports and the increase in imports largely
into capital formation. Conversely, not all countries in
which production failed to rise registered a decline in
per capila private consumption. In Chile and Vene-
zuela, for example, consumption was just aboul sus-
tained—with the aid of imports in the case of Chile.
from local farm and factory output and from inventories
ol imported goods in the case of Venezuela. In these
countries investment fared less well In Indonesia, the
expansion in imporls not only sustained per capita con-
sumption but facililated a recovery in investment from
the low figure of 1959,

Among the countries in which domestic production
increased more or less in line with population, there
was a similar 1ise in total personal consumption. In
Guatemala and the Republic of Korea the maintenance
of per capita private consumption involved the cutting
back of both current public consumption and total

Table 5-10.  Primary Exporting Countries: Indieated Change between 1959 and 1960
in Expenditures on Gross Domestic Produet”

Gross capilol formuotion

{irnss Erports
Group and counlryd Consumplion Hute af domestic
Fired slock cependifure In 1954 In Import
investment  aecwmulation prices equivalent
Countries in which per
capita production
Declined:
Venezuela B —-E e ~B C B
Epain -C B -1 1 I
Argentina A C . B A C
Indonesia B C + B B - B
Chile B A B ] ~B
Kenya. . B B . B B A
UAi% {Syria) A E + C -D -C

(Continued on follewing page)
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Tablé 5-10. Primary Exporting Countries: Indicated Change between 1959 and 1960
in Expenditures on Gross Domestie Product” (continued)

Grass capital formalion

c y Y e ’ T Ivu"Z'T- Exports
Group and eatnlry Sonsumplion Fised ::{;‘;\rf e;]?ur:l;}illlfrc T T import
invesimen!  aeewmulalion prices cquinalent
Countries in which per capita
production {continued)
Remained constant:
China (Taiwan) B b - B C B
Korea (Republic of) A —B -+ B H H
Guatemala .. . . . A B . A B C
India B b — B - B
Sudan . B G v C —F -])
Colombia. . B C + B B —~C
Portugal B B - B C C
Creace. A F + B B C
Rose slightly:
Ceylon. B B B B B
Turkey . . B B B —B ~C
Rhodesia and Nyasaland C —C B C C
Ireland o B C - B D D
Philippines B B -+ B B B
Australia C D -+ C A - B
Tanganyika . A D . B E D
Union of South Africa B B - B B B
El Salvadar. .~ C D o C B B
Pakistane B D — B G I
Mexico C C C —B —-C
Brazil . C B - C A B
Rose substantially:
UAR (Egypt) B ¥ - B E F
Thailanc o B B B E D
Federation of Malaya,
and Singapore C F + C A C
Congos C —-E ) B ) F
Feuado: C b -+ C D B
Israel .. C A C ¥ £
Burmat C A e C T 0
I[vory Coast C E 3] D A
Puertlo Ricos« C C C E .
Traq B C C D D
Viet-Nam {Republic of) C C . C I C
New Zealand D F - D B B
Peru B D -+ C F G
Ghana. . .. C G 4 D E A
Cambodia . C I -+ b E C
Totar B C B C C

Source: Division of General Economic Research
and Policies of the United Nations Secretariat;
replies to the United Nations questionnaire of
November 1960 on economic trends, problems and
policies.

» In the absence of official gures many ol the
symbols in this table are based on indicators”
derived from national statistics of trade, produc.
tior and public finunce. Where "indicators™ were
used, changes in expenditure reflect “apparent dis-
uppearence” {production minus exporls plus im.
ports, with due allowance for inventory changes
whenever possible) Consumption was measured by
the apparent disappearance of major food items,
mejor textile items and major consumer durables.
Fixed capitzl formation was messured by the
apparent disappeurance of cement, steel, machinery
and major praducer durables. In some countries an
index of construction activity was alse used in

assessing investmenl changes In most cases the
“indicators” were computed in resl {physical)
terms; where values were used, they were reduced
to a constant (1959) price basis by means of the
most uppropriate available deflator, Where officiel
estimates were used, they were preliminary figures
In general, the “indicators’ were based on a com-
patison of figures for al least the first three quarlers
of 1960 with those for the carresponding period in

1955. The symbols indicale a pereentage range of
{ P

increase or decrense {—): A=—1to1; B=210§;
C=61010;D=111015; E=161020; F=21to 30;
G=31 to 40; H=41 to 50; [=5} to 59; J=60
and over

b Within the group the countries are arrayed in
ascending order of ingrease in total supply es indi-
eated in table 5.9,

¢ Fiscal year ending 30 June 1960,

d Fiscal year ending 30 Septernber 1960,
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fixed capital formation. In China (Taiwan) and India
the cost of maintaining consumption levels was 2 redue-
tion in exporls and a drawing down of inventories; but
in these countries fixed investment was raised Lo a greater
extent than in 1959, Colombia and Turkey also main-
tained personal consumption levels and increased the
rate of investment; part of the latter, however, reflects
the aceumulation of export crops and a decline in the
volume of material sold abroad. .

Apart from Tanganyika, the countries in which deo-
mestic production rose moderately between 1959 and
1960 all registered comparable increases in consump-
tion. Except in the case of Cevlon, these countries re-
ceived a substantial accretion of supplies {rom imports
This enabled most of them Lo raise the level of invest-
ment to a greater extent than consumption and generally
to a greater extent than in 1959. The exception was the
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland where capital
moved out and investment again declined. The higher
level of both consumption and investment in Australia
and Mexico was achieved, in pari, at the expense of
exports, which were at & lower level than in 1959, To a
less extent this was also the case in Brazil and the Union
of South Africa: exports absorbed a very small fraction
of the increment in total supplies. In Pakistan a notable
rise in private consumption—following a reduetion in
1959—was offsel to some extent by a cuthack in current
public expenditure; but the Government was largely
responsible for a sizable increase in investment. re-
versing the 1959 decline. Pakistan also registered the
largest increase in experts in this group. This was from
the low level to which exports had fallen in 1958 and
1959, however, and it was achieved in part by drawing
down stocks, particularly of jute. current oulput of
which was well below the 1958/5¢ figure.

Among the countries in which domestic production
expanded most, there was a general and substantial rise
in consumption. Available supplies increased by al least
5 per cent in each of the countries in this group. and
only in Irag, Peru, Thailand and the United Arab
Republic (Egypt} did personal consumption rise by
less. Foreign trade was particularly buoyant in this
group: not only did the increment in imports add cen-
siderably to total supplies but in general the volume
of exports as well above the 1959 level. In some coun-
tries in the group, indeed, it was expansion in export
industries that contributed most to the growth in do-
mestic production—ceffee in Eeuador, cocoa in Ghana
and the Ivory Coast, petroleum in fraq. copper and other
minerals in Peru and cotton in the United Arab Republic
{Egypt). The only countiies in which the quantum of
goods shipped abroad was little if at alf greater than in
1959 were the Federation of Malaya ahd New Zealand:
in these countries the large inerement in supplies went
into consumption—especiaily private consumption—and
investment, both in new fixed capital and in inventories

Investment rose vigorously in most other countries
in this group as well. The only countries in which invest-
ment increased by less than 6 per cent were Burma, the
Congo, Israel and Thailand. In Burma the lag was in
the privale sector notwithstanding the Government’s de-
clared intention of giving more scope lo indigenous
enterprise. In Thailand 1t was in the public sector:
privale investment rose substantially as the industrial
encouragemeni measures laken in 1958 began to show
tangible results. In Israel a decline in outlay on agricul-
ture and public housing was only just offset by increased
investment in transpert, particularly in the marine
secior. fn the Congo capital formation in 1959/60
showed a further sharp decline as funds continued to
{low out of the country.

In the other countries in the group much of the in-
crease in investments was in the public sector, as in
the Federation of Malaya. the Ivery Coast and the United
Arab Republic (Egypt). or at least parlly in response
te government action designed to stimulate private in-
vestment. This was the case in Ghana, where special
“1ax holiday” provisions were extended. in New Zealand,
where the tax on retained profits was lowered and mere
rapid depreciation permitied, and in Cambedia, where
the interest charged on development loans from the
National Equipment Fund was cut to 3 per cent for
agriculture and 4 per cent for induslry.

The expansion in fixed capital fermation between
1959 and 1960 was by no means confined to the coun-
tries in which demestic production rose most decisively:
there "were significant increases in investment even
among the countrics whose output failed to keep pace
with the growth of pepulatien. as in the case of Argen-
tina, Indonesia and the United Arab Republic {Syrin).
The year thus brought a reversal of the downward move-
ment 50 noticeable in 1959, The proportion of primary
exporting countries in which fixed investment [ailed to
rise ghove the level of the previous year dropped from
30 per cent in 1959 10 20 per cent in 1960, while the
proportion in which fixed investment increased by more
than 5 per cent rose from less than 30 per cent to more
than 00 per cent.

DOMESTIC ADJUSTMENTS 10 EXTERNAL IMBALANCE

The higher level of ceonomic activity in 1960 was
associated in mosl of the primary exporling countyies
with a further inercase in the supply of money. As indi.
cated in the first portion of this chapter. however, there
was a marked contrast between 1958 and 1960 in the
impact of developments in the external sector. In 1959
the wide-spread improvement in the balanee of trade
generally had the effect of increasing the supply of
money {rom this source. In 1960. on the other hand.
there was a gencral deterioration in the trade balance
and the effcct of this on the money supply was significant
in many of the primary exporting couniries and in a few.
predominant,
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The widening of the trade gap was bridged to a large
extent by an increased inflow of foreign capilal and
credit. While this—by providing additional international
Hquidity~lessened the impact of the deficit on the gold
and foreign exchange reserves of the primary exporting
countries, it resulted in a sizable expansion in foreign
liabifities. The accumulation of these liabilities reduced
the contribution of foreign exchange receipts to the
domestic supply of money Thus in 70 per cent of the
primary expoiting couniries movements in net foreign
assets--a measute of the impact of foreign lransactions
on domestic currency—were relatively contractionary in
1960: in a third of the countries an expansion in 1959
turned to & contraction in 1960, in a fourth the expan-
sionary effect was less in 1960 than in 1959, end in a
tenth the contractionary effect was enhanced. In the
remaining 30 per cent of the primary exporting coun-
tries, movements in net foreign assets were expansionary
or less contractionary than in 1959, In about half of
these cases, however, the change was not the result of
mercantile transactions—on which the balance actually
worsened—but of an increase in foreign donations with
no associated liability.

The swing in the exlernal seclor was thus the prin-
cipal cause of change in the monetary situation in most
of the primary exporting countries. In 1959 the propor-
tion of countries registering an expansionary (or less
contractionary) change in money supply was double
the proportion in which there was a contractionary (or
tess expansionary) chanpe. This distribution was re-
versed in 1960: the contractionary changes were twice
as numerous as the expansionary {see table 5-11}. In
1959 the concentration of expansionary changes was
largely {75 per cent) among the countries in which
the relative contribution of foreign assets to total money
supply had risen. Conversely, in 1960 the concentration
of contractionary changes was largely {83 per cent)
among the countries in which the relative contribution
of foreign assets had declined Moreover, where the
change in foreign assels was a factor, its contribution
to the change in total money supply was itself a large
one: in both years it accounted for more than half the
change in mote than two-thirds of the countries.

Notwithstanding the restraining influence of the ex-
ternal seclo1, the money supply rose in 80 per cent of
the primary exporting countries in 1960--as against 92
per cent in the previous year. With industrial activity
generally at an appreciably higher level than in 1959
and investment increasing shaiply, both the private and
the public sector tended to borrow more from the bank-
ing system. Credit to the private sector expanded in all
but an eighth of the countries and that to the public
sector in all but a fifth.

Government borrowing from the banking system
added to the money supply rather more frequently in
1960 than in 1959 And the propertion of countries
in which this was an important facter in the increase

Table 53.-11. Primary Exporting Countries: Distri-
bution According to Changes during 1959 and
1960 in the Supply of Money and in Foreign
Assets”

Number of counfries fn which,

Ratio af chunge in forefyn agsefs  in relation to the preceding year
during the yonr to maney supply e inder of weney supply was Totul
af the beginning of the year

Lower Similur fligher
Lower than tn preceding
year
1959 8 1 6 i5
1960 15 10 3 28
Higher than in preceding
year
1959 4 3 i8 25
1860 3 3 6 12
Total
1959 12 4 24 40
1960 18 13 9 40

Source: Division of General Economic Research and Policies
of the United Nations Secretorint, hased on International
Monetary Fund, International Financial Statistics.

» Money represents holdings of notes and coin outside the
monetary system and dez:mndgtlcposir.s of the private sector in
commereiaf and central banks. Foreign assets represent as far as
possible the domestic monetary effects of foreipn transactions;
net of foreign liabilities in the majority of cases, gross in the
remainder.

in the money supply rose sharply—from 37 per cent to
63 per cent in the aggregate and from 31 per cent to
50 per cent among the countries in which money supply
rose by 15 per cent or more. On the other hand, among
the countries in which the supply of money declined
in 1960, o reduction in credit to the public sector was
the chief cause in as many cases as a reduction in foreign
assets,

On the whole, the expansion in the supply of goeds
available in the primary exporting countries was suffi-
cient to accommodate the rise in demand generated by
the increase in investment and other economic activity,
so that movements in price levels were not abnormally
large. In rather mote than a fourth of the primary ex-
porting countries the cost of living remained more or
less stable or registered a decline (see table 5-12}. In
rather less than a fourth the cost of living continued
to climb in 1960 at much the same rate as in 1959. And
in a slightly smaller proportion there was a measurable
slowing down in the rate ol increase However, the
proportion of countries in which the cost of living be-
gan to rise o1 rose more rapidly—about 29 per cent in
all—was appreciably greater than the pfoportion in
which there was some deceleration of a previously rising
trend.

In the eritical group of countries—about 40 per cent
of the total—in which prices rose by 6 per cent or more
in either year,' the distribution was not much more

i 1n addition to the fifteen countries indicated in table 512,
there were nise countries in which the cost of living rose by 6
per cent or more in 1959 hut by less than 6 per cent in 1960
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Table 5-12.

Primary Exporting Countries: Distribution of Change

in the Cost of Living

Number of coundeies in which the index in the lost guarter of 1960 was

Trend in 1560 98 or less O fo 104 102 lo 105 106 te 110 111 (0 190 190 ar over
(eorresponding quarter of 195%= 100}

Siable . o il —— 11 e —_ —_ -
Decline began . .. . .. 4 : i — — e —
Decline decelerated o 2 o 2 — — —_— -
Rise began . e . 9 — 1 6 2 —_— —
Rise continued ot 1959 rate 14 o 4 7 2 1 -
Rise decolerated . . 13 1 5 4 e 1 2
Rise accelerated o 9 — — 2 s 2 1

Torar 02 4 24 19 8 4 3

Source: Division of General Economic Research
and Polieies of the United Nations Seecretarial,
based on Statistical Office of the United Nations,
Monthiy Bulletin of Statistics.

decisive, though the proportion in which there was de-
celeration (46 per cent) was slightly greater than the
proportion in which a rise began or accelerated (42 per
cent). And perhaps more significant, in the small group
~about a sixth of all the primary exporting countries—
in which prices rose by more than 10 per cent in the
course of 1959 or 1960, there was some evidence of the
eflects of disinilationary polivies: in almost three-fourihs
of these countries there was a discernible slackening
in the rate of increase. In this group the most notable
change occurred in countries such as Argentina, Chile,
Peru and Turkey in which the rate of price increase
was reduced from these upper brackets in 1959 1o a
more manageable figure in 1960,
*

* *

The countries in which the price level remained more
or less stable in 1960 were {or the most part countries
in which there was a moderate inerease in domestic
expenditure, sustained 1o 2 degree by a larger volume
of imports which helped in all cases to raise the avail-
able volume of supplies at east & per cenl above the
1959 level. The consequence was a general detertoration
in the balance of trade, except in Tanganyika and the
United Arab Republic (Egypt}—where exports rose
sharply—and a smaller increase in the money supply
than in 1959, except in [sracl, where the inflow of aid
and other funds was a major itens (see table 5.13).

Except in El Salvador, government expenditure was
an expansionary force, especially in the United Arab
Republic (Egypt) where, under the influence of gov-
ernment development plans, Aixed investment registered
a major increase. The resultant incicase in consume:
demand was contained by an increase in imports,
notably grain, and later in the year by a betler domestic
rice crop. Import supply was not only greater in volume
but, by virtue of successive reductions in the premium
payable on foreign exchange, it was also lower in local
currency cost.

# Change between the last quarter of 1959 and
the last quarter of 1960 is compared with the change
between the last quarier of 1958 and the last
quarter of 1959,

In Israel, where investment remained ol much the
same level as in 1958 and 1959, there was a general
rise in wages in mid-year following an adjustment of
the cost of living allowance. Partly as a result of this,
prices began to edge upwards somewhal more than sea-
sonally in the second half of 1960. There was also a rise
in wages in Ghana—a substantial one of about 17 per
cent in the case of the effective rate for unskiiled labour
—the immediate eflect of which was horne by employers
as the wage measure was {ollowed by a freeze of the
prices of essential goods.

In the Union of South Africa the principal expan-
sionary slimulus came from the budget of March 1960
which contained a variety of {ax concessions—both {or
consumers and for business—including, in particular,
an increase in depreciation allowances intended to en-
courage private investment. In the course ol the year
there was a general rise in unskilled wage rates, bul
developments on the external sector continued to reduce
liquidity: and in Augusl interest rates were raised in
an effort 1o slow down the ouiflow of capital.

¥

* #

Among the countries in which the retatl price level
declined in 1960 there were signs of 1ecession. Invest-
ment was reduced or rose only slightly above the 1959
level and, with imports lower in veal lerms—except in
Tunisia where there was an increase large enough to
sustain the per capita level of supplies in the face of
smaller domestic erops—-available supplies registered
only a small increase. In the Dominican Republic the
money supply recovered {rom its 1959 decline, in the
wake of an increase in export receipts and government
borrowing; but imports declined again—to the Jowest
level since 1954—and though there was a large outflow
of capital, the private sector horrowed less from the
banking system as economic aclivity slackened. In Guate-
mala, on the other hand, the principal deflationary in-
Huence was the Government's austerity programme,
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Table 5-13. Primary Exporting Countries: Changes in Domestic Expenditure, Cost
of Living, Balance of Trade and Money Supply and its Components®

Change betweens 1959 and 1960 in

DNifference belween change during 1969

and change during 13590

Cannlry and cost of Uising trend . Credit lo
Pamesiic  DBalunce Cost Maoney Foreign g e
erpendi- 0 q supply assefs  Government  Privale

ture {rades Hvrngs secloe seclor

Stabler

Kenya B -G A

Uganda. . .. . . - B A .

Union of South Africa . B -G B - — -+ +

Mauzitius - J B

Tanganyika B c A

Honduras . —~D -B —-B — -+ —

Ghana. . D -C A A - “+- e

UAR (Egypt) B C A -B -+ + -

Eil Salvador . C -C A -G — - +

Singapore . -B A

Israel C -B A + + —
Decline began'

Hong Kong . -8B —B .

Ceylon | B B -B -~C + — +

Guatemsala. .. .,. . A B A -G -+ — +

Dominican Republic F -B ) “+ - -
Decline deceleratede

Tunisia C o i —B .

Haiti —~B —-B —B - -+ +
Rise began!

Tederation of Malaya C A A - - + 4

Ecuador C A A —-B — -+ e

Trelend B B A B s - —

Costa Riea . B A

Viet-Nam (Republic of} C —-B A A + + -

Nicaragua . -D —B B - + +

Thailand B B - B C + - +

Sudan C —C A B - +- -+

Burma C —-C D - - - -
Rise continued at 1959 ratev

Lebanon . -D B - — -+ +

Portugal B - B B .

Greece B - F A A - - -+

Cyprus . . : B A .

Mew Zealand b G A B - -} -+

Trinidad and Tobago A B

Netherlands Antilles . B B

Puerto Rico . L C B B

Rhodesiz and Nyssaland B B B .

Iraq C A B e - + 4

Korea (Republic of) B -~D C .

Colombia R —T) B —B o - -+

Tisn B C - B + + -

Bolivia (G b —E - — —
Rise deceleratede

India B -B B A - - +

Spain - B F A .

[Euguay . —F G -D - - -

Pakistan B -G C B o + +

Cameroun -C C

Brazil cC —B G -B — £+ +

Venezuela ~B D B —B 4 - +

Algeria. - —-C B .

UAR (Syria) G —-L B -C - + +

Peru C C C -D - e +

(Continued on following page)
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Tahle 5-13.

Primary Exporting Countries: Changes in Domestic Expenditure, Cost

of living, Balance of Trade and Money Supply and its Components' {continued)

Change betiveen 19589 and 1960 in

Difference betiwern chunge during 1960
and charge during 1956

Counlry and cost of Noing frend Credit fo
Domestic Balunce Cost Mensy Foreign G
expendi- 0 of stpply assely  Governmen!  Privale

fire {rades Tiving! seclor seclor

Rise deceleratedy

(continued)

Turkey B —B C D -+ -+ -

Chile . B —C D

Argentina B —B F -k - - -
Rise acceleratedy

Moroceo C —C B

Cambodiz D —-D C

Australia . C —-D B —C — — +

Paraguay . -k D ) - - —

Famaica B B

China {Taiwan) B - E ~B e o} -

Philippines B —C B - -+ - —

Mexico C e B -1 s e 4

Indonesia B -1} F H - - 4

Saarce: Divisien of General Economic Research
and Policies of the United Nations Seeretarial,
based on Statistical Office of the United Nations,
Monthly Bulletin of Statisties; International Mone-
tary Fund, International Financial Statistics; tables
5.7 and 5-9.

# The symhbels indicate the following percentage
intervals: A= —1 1o 1; B=2 to 6; C=0 to 10;
D=11to 15; E=16 to 20; F=21 10 30; G=31 to
40; H=41 10 50.

¥ Computed for cach year as the ratio {percent-
age} of the change during the year 1o the money

instituted in 1958 to protect the balance of payments
in the face of the decline in coffee prices In 1960 the
foreign sector was again expansionary, hut investment
was cut back further and though import duties had been
raised in 1959 their impact was more than offset by
the slackening of demand

The government sector in Ceylon was also less ex-
pansionary in 1960 than in 1959, It became incieasingly
concerned about the continuing decline in reserves: in
August interest rates were raised and selective credit
conlrols imposed with testraint on imperts their main
object. Import duties were raised on a wide range of
consumer goods but the dominant influence on the cost
of living was the price of 1ice: on the f1ee market this
declined in the fivst half of the year and in April the
subsidy on rationed rice was increased. Despile an in-
crease in borrowing, fixed investment in the privale
sector lagged, however, and unemployment continued
to rise: the number of applicants for work was a fifth
greater at the end of 1960 than a year earlier.

#
* 3

The feature common to the countries in which prices
began to rise in 1960, after having been stationary e
declining in 1959, was a stepping up in their rate of
capital formation; in a number of cases—Ecuador, the

supply at the beginning of the year.

¢ Difference between the balance of trade (ex-
vorts fo b mious imports ¢ 1) in 1960 and the
Lulunr_‘e of trade in 1959 expressed as a percentage
of total trade {exports plus imports) in 1959,

d Monthly average: in many instamees in prin-
cipal eities.

* Countries are arrayed in ascending order of
difference between the change in the cost of lving
during 1959 and the change during 1960.

T Countries are arrayed in ascending order of
change in the cost of living during 1960

Federation of Malaya and the Sudan, for exampie—this
had been cut back between 1958 and 1959. In mest of
these countries—with the exception of Burma, Ireland
and the Republic of Viet-Nam-~there was some relaxa-
tion of credit to the private sector late in 1959 o1 early
in 1960. Governments also tended o increase their bor-
rowing, except in Burma and in Thailand where—in
vonirast lo the other countries in the group--investment
in the public sector did not increase gnd tax rates were
raised ul the beginning of 1960. In Burma, where the
increase in prices—by far the sharpest in the group—
occurred largely in the first half of the year under the
combined influenee of tight import controls, relaxed
price controls and a recovery in fixed investment in the
public gecto:, a number of policies were reversed in
Fuly: certain prices were again subjected to control,
railway rates were cut and import licences increased.
The result was a stabilization of the cost of Hving but
sha:p deterioration in foreign exchange reserves.

Concern about the impact of 1ising domestic demand
on the external balance began to influence fiscal and
monetary pelicy in some of the other countries in the
group as the yea: advanced and--as in Lcuador, the
Federation of Mataya and Nicaragua—export prices de-
clined The Federation of Malaya tightened credit con-
ditions in July by raising interest rates and the reserve
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requirements of commercial banks. But liquidity was
also reduced in Ecuador where the Government also cut
back its investment plans in order to slow down the
rate at which domestic demand was expanding.
*
" *

In almost all the countries in which prices continued
to rise in 1960 at much the same rate as in 1959, the
external sector played a restraining role. Only in the
vase of Cyprus, the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasa-
land and Iran did exports rise more—or fall less—than
tmports, and in these countries other factors provided
restraint: in the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland
a large drain on capital and in Iran disinflationary
government action. New Zealand was the only country
in the group to register a more expansionary movement

in money supply in 1960 than in 1959.

The rise in impoits facilitated a higher level of in-
vestment in most of these countries—the chiel excep-
tions being the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland
and the Republic of Korea—and although domestic de-
mand continued to press heavily on available supplies,
it was only in Bolivia, Iran and the Republic of Korea
that the strain was reflected in a rate of retail price
increase of more than 5 per cent, Nevertheless, most
of these countries took restraining action at some stage
during the year, especially when the expansion in domes-
tic demand became a threat to external equilibrium.

The Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland entered
the year with the reflationary policies of 1959: credit
conditions were further relaxed and bank reserve re-
quirements lowered. These measures were reversed in
the second half of the year, not because of any undue
rise in internal demand—fixed capital formation was ac-
tually below the 1959 level—but because of the deteriora-
tion in the external accounts oceasioned by a continuing
cutflow of capital. As indicated earlier in this chapter,
this was finally countered—in March 1961—by the im-
position of exchange contiols,

In Colombia, changes in policy were in the opposite
direction: the tight control of credit carried over from
the 1959 stabilization programme was relaxed some-
what in the second half of 1960, Thus the deflationary
influence of a sharp deterioration in the balance of trade
and a slight reduction in government borrowing from
the banking system was more or less offset by an upsurge
in private credit, accentuated towards the end of the
year hy the financing of the coffee crop. The pressure
on prices was contained partly by an appreciable in-
crease in available supplies—both domestic and im.
ported—and partly by the fact that the stabilization
programme itsell was aimed largely at curbing con-
sumer demand, particularly for imports, and had re-
sulted in a reduction in the wage earners’ share of the
national income.

The deflationary effect of an expansion in imports
was also offset in varying degree by the growth of

domestic credit in Greece, Iran, [1aq and New Zealand.
In Bolivia, on the other hand, the effects of the stabiliza-
tion programme started in 1958 were still predominant:
the rate of expansion in both public and private credit
was again reduced. This was also the case in the Repub-
He of Korea where, in February, a ceiling was placed
on total bank advances and investment was cut back.

In Iraq there was a large increase in public eapital
expenditure under the interim economic plan, especially
in the fields of housing and transport. The threat posed
to price stability by another poor harvest was met by
a ban on barley exports and a considerable increase in
imports of grain. Greece also registered a large increase
in investment, especially in the public sector; although
this and a rise in payments under the wheat support
scheme contributed to a sizable government deficit, this
was smaller than in 1959. On the other hand, partly
under the influence of lower interest rates, private bor-
rowing expanded to a greater extent than in 1959,

In New Zealand, where personal disposable incomes
had been raised by tax concessions in the 1958/60
budget and by higher export prices in the 1959/60
season, the central bank began to exert pressure on the
high level of commercial bank liquidity early in the
year. The primary object was to reduce the demand for
imports, increasingly so as the year progressed and the
external balance grew more precarious. But fixed in-
vestment which had declined in 1959 recovered strongly
in 1960, with the Government also borrowing more
from the banks. The demand liability-reserve ratio was
raised to a very high figure—from 22 per cent to 38
per cenl—in the course of 1960, and in March 1961 in-
terest rates were raised and government expenditure
cut in a further effort to restrain demand.

In Iran the main attack on the inflationary rise in
import demand was made in the course of the second
half of the year. It started with restraints on borrowing
by importers but was extended to a ban on borrowing
by government departments and local authorities and
on lending by the Mortgage Bank and by the Ministry
of Industry and Mines as well as te a cut in public
expendilure in the 1961 budget.

*
* *

As indicated above, one of the most notable features
of 1960 was the increase in the number of primary
exporting countries in which there was a measurable
slowing down in the rate at which prices had been ris-
ing. This was partly a by-product of the upsurge in
imports—in contrast to the effect of import cuts in the
previous year—but it also reflects the result of various
stabilization programmes. Most of these involved
restraints on domestic demand; but many of them had
started in 1958 or 1959 with a devaluation, the effects
of which on the internal price structure had been largely
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absorbed hefore 1960. There were thus some particu-
larly sharp contrasts between price trends in 1959 and
price trends in 1960,

In Spain and Venezuela, the deceleration in the price
rise was not the result of any increase in the availability
of imported goods; it was brought about by a reduction
in domestic expenditure, largely in consumption in
Spain, in investment in Venezuela. With the recovery in
external reserves in Spain there was a change in policy
in the second half of the year: credit conditions were
eased in an effort to stimulate the lagging economy.
Unemployment increased rapidly, however, and at the
beginning of 1961 the number of registered unemployed
was more than a third greater than a year earlier. In
Venezuela there was alse a substantial increase in
unemployment, and when, with the aid of exchange
control, the outflow of capital was halted in the final
quarter of 1960, a programme of public works and
credit relaxation was promulgated in order to hasten the
recovery of the construction industry.

Restraints on domestic expenditure also played an
important part in the deceleration in price increases in
Argentina and the United Arab Republic {Syria), where
per capite consumption declined, and in Chile where
fixed investment was held back. In these countries the
problem was complicated by the inadequacy of the
growih of local production.

In the United Arab Republic (Syria} local crops
were again very poor and domestic consumption would
have dropped more sharply had not supplies been signif-
icantly augmented by imports. This imposed additional
external strain and it was largely to meet this that
monetary and exchange policy was directed in the
second half of 1960. Theugh the liquidity base of the
commercial banks was reduced by the removal of funds
helonging to semi-public bodies and by an increase in
reserve requirements, the expansion of credit to the pri-
vate sector was greater than in 1959. The Government
also borrowed more, to finance a higher rate of invest-
ment.

There was little growth in production in Argentina,
but significant gains in one or two import-saving indus.
tries—notably petroleum—combined with a large inflow
of capital helped to increase the supply of investment
goods without imperilling external equilibrium. Inter-
nally, perhaps the most hopeful sign was a further
reduction in the Government's cash deficit—{rom 34 per
cent of the money supply in 1958, before the stabiliza-
tion programme was inaugurated, to 18 per cent in 1959
and a mere 2 per cent in 1960—even though part of this
was achieved by deferring debt payments. This defer
ment had a restraining eflect on the Government’s
domestic creditors whose liquidily was also reduced by
the rise in prices and wages that followed the devalua.
tion in 1959. The tight money policy in force through-
out 1959 and 1960 did not prevent a further large rise
in bank lending to the private sector and, in order to

lessen the inimical effects on production of any shortage
in working capital, the credit base was enlarged to some
extent late in 1960 by a reduction in the reserve require-
ments of the commercial banks,

Inadequate gains in production alse hampered the
stabilization effort in Chile where the effect of high levels
of unemployment and frequent strikes was aggravated
by the disastrous earthquake that oceurred in May which
not only disrupted communications and hampered agri-
culture but also helped to unbaldnce the government
accounts, Some of the strikes reduced export output and,
together with the downturn in copper prices, this had
the dual effect of weakening both the external balance
and government revenue. Wage increases granted in the
second half of the year and early in 1961 also tended to
complicate the stabilization effort.

There was also a notworthy slowing down of price
increases in some of the other Latin American countries
—particularly Brazil, Peru and Uruguay—in which in-
flationary pressures have been extremely powerful in
recent years. Though there was again a large monetary
expansion it was appreciably less than in 1959, te-
strained by a decline in foreign assets in Brazil and by a
reduction in government borrowing in Peru and Uru-
guay- The gain in stability was most convincing in Peru
where it was underpinned hy a large increase in domes-
tic production and exports which made possible a con-
siderable expansion in imports, a sizable growth in
reserves and a mafor rise in capital formation.

In Brazil there was a more satisfactory growth in
domestic production than in 1959—particularly for local
use ~ and a substantial increment in supplies from
abroad. Against this, however, private credil again
increased considerably and—even more important—there
was a greater expansion in government borrowing,
accentuated by the need 1o finance another large coffee
surplus. Though the rise in relail prices was somewhat
less rapid in 1960 than in 1959, it was again very steep
and an increase of 60 per cent in minimum wages was
decreed in October. Partly as a result of this there was
& jump in the cost of living towards the end of the year.
With the pressure of domestic demand as strong as ever,
the importance of increasing—or at least maintaining—
the flow of goods from abroad became crucial. As indi.
cated earlier in this chapler, the erisis of external
disequilibrium was met early in 1961 by a consolidation
of debts, new borrowing and a devaluation. This had a
stabilizing impact on the domestic economy, absorbing
some of the excess purchasing power through increased
availability of imports and higher cruzeiro costs.

In Uruguay, where costs had been raised by the deval-
uation of December 1959, the deflationary effect of a
substantial expansion in imports and an enlargement of
the budget surplus was more than offset by production
losses through strikes and drought. Higher costs and
increases in wages in several sectors were followed by a
rapid rise in the provision of credit to the private sector.
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In contrast to the course of private credit in the other
countries in this group, however, the rise in Uruguay

was less in 1900 than in 1959.

Among the remaining countries in this group an
expansion in imports in 1960 also played a strategic
role in restraining the rise in prices In India and Pak-
istan the result was a levelling off in the cost of living
trend, despite a considerable increase in invesiment,
especially in the public sector. In Pakistan a good wheat
crop also helped: in Apzil it was possible to end ration.
ing in the western province In March, however, both
India and Pakistan took steps to limit the expansion of
credit to the private sector, In India, credit was tightened
further in May and again in October, but relaxed some-
what towards the end of the vear. In Pakistan, the
restraints having been directed chiefly against import.
ers, some stimulus was later provided to private invest-
ment through a reduction of corporate taxes and other
tax concessions granted in the mid-year budget. In both
couniries private credit expanded to a greater extent
than in 1959 in line with the increase in trade and
investment.

Imports were also of crucial significance in Turkey
in 1960 though they did not rise much above the high
level of the previous year. An appreciahle increase in
domestic food supplies was supplemented by receipts
of Public Law 480 wheat from the United States and
the cost of living was held more o1 less constant—eorm-
pared with an increase of about a fifth in 1959. After
a temporary relaxation of credit conditions in July 1960,
restrictive measures were reintraduced in the second
half of the year: governmen! investment was cut by
about 7 per cent of the budgeted figure and interest
rates—to other than agricultural borrowers—were sub-
stantially raised.

#* +*

In most of the countries in which there was a measur-
able acceleration in the rate of increase in retail prices,
the rise in 1960 took place in the face of a greatly en-
larged inflow of imported goods. Local production was
generally higher than in 1959 and with the resultant in-
crease in the volume of supplies available there was a
considerable rise in investment and a smaller—but ap-
preciable—rise in consumption. In contrast to this ex-
pansion in activity, the 1ate of increase in money supply
was generally lower than in 1959, largely because of the
decline in foreign assets but also—in some cases—in re-
sponse to restraints on government borrowing and on
privale credit, generally imposed in order to protect the
external balance.

In Cambodia the policy of granting low-interest loans
to encourage agricultural and industrial development
was continued, and investment—public as well as private
—was considerably higher than in 1959, In China
{Taiwan) investmen! was also increased substantially,
partly in terms of a new four-year development plan

which began in mid-1960; crops were generally poor in
1959 /60 but the inflationary impact of this was softened
by a sharp cut in rice exports and an increase in food
imports,

In the other countries in the group there was a further
sizable increase in fixed capital formation, especially
in the privale sector in Australia and in the public
sector in Mexico, This was accompanied by a relaxation
of contro] over imports, dampened to some extent in Par-
aguay and the Philippines by devaluation, The process
of relaxation continued in the Philippines, foreign
exchange reserves having recovered by July to the high-
est point since early 1957. As domestic credit conditions
were eased, prices began to rise more rapidly, reflecting
not only the growth of demand bul also the 1ise in the
peso cost of imports.

In Australia the rise in liquidity was restrained by a
spectacular decline in foreign reserves in the second
half of the year and it was largely to protect the external
balance that monetary and fiscal policy was directed.
An effort was made to check the flow of credit to
importers, and tax measures were enacted to discourage
the demand for motor-cars and the use of hire-purchase
artangements. With the supply of imported goods
sreatly augmented and a better out-turn of domestic
agriculture, the rise in the cost of living slackened
again towards the end of the year. Wage pressure also
cased somewhat as unemployment—which had diopped
to an Qctober figure that was the lowest since 1956
hegan to rise again: by February 1961 it was above the
corresponding 1960 level. By that stage the wholesale
price of domestic goods had also 1eceded from its Aug-
usl peak to below the corresponding 1960 figure.

In Indonesia the monetary reform of August 1959
which cut the volume of notes in circulation by about
a third proved to have had only a very temporary effect:
prices 1ose steeply in the first half of 1960. A marked
slackening in the second half of the year was largely
the result of a major increase in imports, though it was
facilitated by a notable change in the Government’s
cash position: this followed a substantial increase in
revenue from higher taxes—particularly on petroleum
—and from state trading activities. An effort was made
to reduce liquidity by raising the reserve requirements
of the commercial banks, but lending to the private
sector continued to increase, exerting a powerful expan-
sionary impulse on the supply of money.

Changes in the rate of increase in retail prices pro-
vide only an inadequate measure of the variation in
inflationary pressures. Nevertheless they are related to
the state of internal balance, not only to the extent that
they may indicate changes in the relationship between
consumer demand and the available supply of goods,
but also because in many countries they are an impor-
tant determinant of official economic policy, especially
where there is a close link between wage rates and the
cost of living and where urban populations are gaining
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in size und political inflloence. For this reason some
signilicance attaches to the fact that 1960 saw a diminu-
tion in the extent to which the cost of living in the pri-
mary exporting eountries was prolecled from adverse
deveiopments,

There was, for example, a greater readiness than in
previous years to accept the consequences of devaluation
as far as internal prices are concerned; thus the local
curreney cost of imported goods tended, on the whole,
to become more realistic even though this entailed a
more or less immediate vise in the domestic wholesale, or
even retail, price index. Similarly, the tendeney to
shelter the users of particular products or services—
notably those operated by government, such as trans-
port, power and communication—from inflationary
forces in the rest of the cconomy was much less in evi-
dence. The desire 1o reduce budgetary deficits and bring
the liquidity of the economy as a whole under better con-
trol tended to prevail more frequently over the fear of
the consequences of lowering subsidies and raising
prices in key sectors. The pursuit of a better budgetary
balance also led to a widening or deepening of the tax
structure in a number of instances.

This increase in the willingness of governments to
risk actions, the initial effect of which was likely to be
a rise in the cost of living, reflects in part the working
oul of stabilization programmes adopted earlier. In most
cases the primary objective of these programmes was
the improvement of the external balance and in varying
degree this involved some curbing of the demand for
imports. A rise in consumer prices would contribute
to that end provided it did not adversely affect produc-
tion. This was not always achieved, for in several coun-
tries the rise in prices provoked strikes as workers
resisted the implied threat to real wages. However, in
many countries the risk seemed somewhat smaller in
1960 than it had in 1959 when reserves were generally
fow and imports widely restricted. With reserves higher
and fmports rising, the chances of absorbing part of the
impact of such action seemed more {avourahle, at least
in the earlier part of the year. As 1960 advanced, how-
ever, the scope for action to improve internal balance
was steadily narrowed: increasingly, policies had 1o
concentrale on the deteriorating external situation. By
the end of the year the criterion {or action was again
its potential eflect on exchange reserves rather than on
domestic production.

Outlook’

By the end of 1960 the primary exporting countries
as a group were approaching one of the limits to their
collective rate of growth, namely, the means of inter-
national payment Reserves had been drawn down ; debts
—-short-term as well as long-lerm—had been piled up.
Continuation into 1961 of the relatively high average
rate of growth that characterized 1960 is predicated in
the first inslance on a concomitant expansion in the
means of payment. Economic trends and developments
in the early months of 1961 suggest that such an ex-
pansion is not impossible: though a rise in the total
proceeds likely to be derived from the exports of the
primary exporting countiies is contingent on a recovery
in demand in North America, the volume of capital
available lo supplement exporl earnings scems likely
to be appreciably greater than in 1960,

The claimns likely to be made on the available means
of payment will depend on the course of local produc-
tion, the size and distribution of incomes and the con-
trols—fiscal or quantitative—exercised over the pattern
of impoits. On all these scores 1961 claims are likely
to be more productive of economic growth than those
made in 1960. Domestic food crops are reported to be
generally better in 1960/61 than they were in 1959/60
and the prospects for a higher output of many indus-
trial goods in 1961 should reflect the higher level of

% This scetion is based in part on replics received from Gov-
ernments to the United Nations questionnaire of November 1960
on economic trends, problems and policies.

investment of 1960. In many countries the import de-
mand of the export sector is likely to be lower than it
was in 1960. And the rationalization of larifls in a
number of countries, along with the reimposition or
tightening up of import controls, will probably tend
to favour raw materials and capital goods over con-
sumer goods. Morcover, claims on the means of pay-
ment arising from capital flight will probably bhe at a
much lower level in 1961 than they were in 1960.

EXPORT PROSPECTS

The foreign exchange carnings of the primary ex-
porting countries depend overwhelmingly on the import
demand for primary commodities of the industrial coun-
tries. The course of events in the first quarter of 1961
suggests that for the year as a whole this demand is
unlikely, in the aggregate, to fall below the 1960
tevel. One of the reasons for this lies in the fact that
1960 saw North America drop out of phase wilh western
Europe and Japan in terms of business cycle timing.
In 1960 the consequence was the petering out of the
recovery in commodily prices that had begun in 1959.
In 1961 the consequence may well be that the resumed
recovery in North American demand will compensate
for such slackening in demand in the other industrial
countries as may be caused by either the changed inven.
tory position or a slowing down in the high rates of
growth that characterized 1960. Thus the over-all
stability in primary commedity prices that emerged
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from the gentle rise in 1959 and the equally gentle de-
cline in 1960 may well continue through 1961.

A consideration of supply conditions and policies
leads to a similar conclusion. On the one hand, supplies
—in being or potential from existing capacity—are gen-
erally appreciably in excess of probable consumption.
On the other hand, where the imbalance is greatest, the
rate of capacity utilization and the flow of supplies to
world markets are generally under the firmest control.
Thus while the possibility of a marked rise in average
price is reduced by the availability of supplies—from
stocks, if not from current production—the possibility
of a substantial fall is reduced by marketing policies
which in general have been internationally accepted,
tacitly if not in terms of a formal agreement.

Over-all stability of price and an average rate of
offtake at least up to the 1960 level would serve to set
a Aoor to the total receipts of the primary exporting
countries. But this would not ensure stability or expan.
sion in the receipts of individual countries: here, pros.
pects are by no means uniform, differences in market
conditions among the various traded commodities being
compounded by the usual diversity in production out-
come and domestic demand.

By and large, the degree of uniformity is highest
among the counlries exporting mainly feodstuffs, partly
because total demand for food fluctuates less than total
demand for industrial materials and partly because it
is among the major food items that the largest surpluses
have recently been accumulating. But even among the
food exporters prospects differ widely.

In the case of cereals there are now more net im-
porters than net exporters among the primary export-
ing countries and crop changes are of more conse.
quence in terms of local food supply than in terms of
their repercussions on foreign exchange earnings. More-
gver, in view of the large and still increasing stocks—
held predominantly in North America—the possibility
of a significant rise in price is virtually ruled out. The
chief determinants of the course of cereal earnings in
1961 are the size and quality of the wheat and harley
crops in western Europe—as the major importing region
—and in the principal sources of supply among the pri-
mary exporting countries. Subject to a different set of
forces, but not wholly unrelated, is the market for rice
in Asia.

The European import demand for wheat is likely to
be appreciably greater in 1961 than it was in 1960,
the 1960/61 crop having been about 3 million tons {7 or
8 per cent) below the 1959/60 level and, because of
the wet weather, of a generally poorer quality. This
reduction has been accentuated by a relatively poor
out-turn of spring crops. It is probable, however, that
the shortfall will be made good by North America:
among the primary exporting countries the principal
exporters of Latin America and North Africa have had

poor crops and only Australia and Turkey are likely
to increase their wheat earnings to any substantial ex-
tent.

Alarger European barley crop and the use of a larger
proportion of local wheat as feed will tend to reduce
import demand for the coarse grains. Both Argentina
and the Union of South Africa have more maize to
sell but, as production outside the centrally planned
countries was up a further 3 per cent in 1960/61, prices
are likely to be lower. Australia, Iraq and Turkey muy
export more barley, but probably also at somewhat
lower prices. As in the case of wheat, the market for
coarse grains will continue to be affected by the exist-
ence of huge stocks, but support policies pursued by
major producers are likely to keep prices relatively
stable.

The changes in rice production between 1959/60 and
1960/61 are likely to induce a higher rate of consump-
tion but a smaller volume of international trade: the
reductions in output are concentrated mainly in the
exporting countries, notably Burma, Cambodia, main-
land China, the Republic of Korea and the United Arab
Republic (Egypt); the importers have all reaped an
appreciably larger harvest, The principal exception is
Pakistan where the crop is somewhat below the high
1959/60 level; this muy tend to raise import require-
ments since the wheat crop—because of drought in the
West—also promises to be smaller than in 1960. The
principal unknown in the rice situation is the impact of
the crop reductions in mainland China: to meet domes-
tic needs some 2 million tons of wheat and a large
quantity of barley were purchased—from Australia and
Canada—early in 1961.% About 400,000 tons of rice were
also ordered from Burma; but this may be used—at
least in part—to ship against previous commitments to
other countries. Exports from mainland China had
dropped back in 1960 from a high level of the previous
year, but this did not prevent an appreciable decline
in price; in view of the larger crops in most deficit coun-
tries, a further reduction in net exports from mainland
China may not greatly aflect the market, Nevertheless,
as in the case of wheat and barley, prices in the first
quarter of 1961 were slightly above both the correspond-
ing 1960 level and the average for the preceding quarter.

Sugar exporters face an unusually uncertain situa-
tion in 1961. The most definite development is one that
is likely to depress the international market: a bumper
Furopean crop in 1960/61 will greatly reduce import
demand. The impact of this will be softened, however,
to the extent that purchases of Cuban sugar by the
centrally planned countries represent a net addition to
total demand and are not offset by a rise in exports.

& In May 1961 Cenada agreed to provide mainland China with
6 million tons of whent and harley over a period of twe and one-
half years, These purchases, though large, need to be compared
with the end-of-season stoeks in the hands of major exporters if
their impact is to be assessed: in mid-1960 sueh stocks tetalled
66 million tons, with a further large increase in prospect for
1960/61.
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Production outside Lurope is also well above the
1959/60 level and free market prices in the first quarter
of 1961 were below the average for hoth the preceding
quarter and the corresponding guarter of 1960. For
Cuba, therefore, unit values in 1961 are likely to be
appreciably less than in 1960. By the same token, unit
values for the countries that have obtained a larger
share of the protected United States market—particu-
larly Peru, Mexico, Brazil, China (Taiwan), the Fed
eration of the West Indies and British Guiana and the
Philippines, as well as India and Australia which have
been allotted quotas for the first time—will be higher
than in 1960. Commenwealth exporters—notably Aus-
tralia, Fiji, Mauritius and the West Indies~will also
earn more from sales to the United Kingdom as the
result of a slight increase in the negotiated price, but
this may well be offset if the free market price falls
lower.

Exporters of meat and dairy products are unlikely to
earn much more {rom this trade in 1961 than they did
in 1960. The state of herds in Oceania is such that no
great increase in the volume of exportable meat is ex-
pected; in Latin America an increase in Argentina will
probably be offset to a degree by a reduction in Uru-
guay; and with local supplies still rising in the United
States a further increase in beef prices seems unlikely.
In the case of butter, the market has weakened sub-
stantially under the pressure of large stocks and an
imbalance between production and domestic consump-
tion in many European countries: in the first quarter
of 1961 international prices were about 30 per cent
lower than in the first quarter of 1960. In these circum-
stances the earnings of the primary exporting countries
from butter in 1961 are not expected to reach the 1960
level.

The pressure of stocks is also likely to be felt by the
beverage crop exporters. In the case of coffee, however,
these stocks have been successfully isolated by the prin-
cipal producers, and prices—at least of arabica types
—are likely to be sustained in 1961 as they were in
1960. The fact that the 1960/61 Brazilian crop was a
third smaller than the preceding one shouid not prevent
coffee earnings from being fully maintained: stocks on
hand are in excess of a normal year’s woild trade. North
American imports, which receded in 1960 from their
high 1959 level, may well rise again, thus increasing
Latin American earnings. However, a further increase
in African produclion—of about 8 per cent—may bring
robusta prices, which weakened considerably in 1960
and early 1961, under added stress, notwithstanding
the agreement to limit exports. In expectation of this,
some countries reduced the prices paid to growers for
the 1960/61 crop.

While arabica coffees were yielding much the same
price in the first quarter of 1961 as a year earlier, cocoa
was yielding about a fourth less In 1960, cocoa ex-
porters were able to maintain their earnings by increas-

ing the amount shipped; but the resultant increase in
importers’ stocks has made a repetition of this very
unlikely. Though an appreciable—7 to 10 per cent—
rise in consumption is forecast, a large surplus will re-
main from the record 1960/61 crop—even though the
mid-year crops are reported to be smaller than in 1960
~keeping prices and earnings below the 1960 level. As
in the case of coffee, growers’ prices have been reduced
—very sharply in Nigeria.

Compared with coflee and cocoa stocks, stocks of tea
are at normal fevels and, with production and consump-
tion hoth expected to register a moderate increase in
1961, export proceeds may well exceed the 1960 figure.
Prices in the first quarter of 1961 were about 5 per cent
above the corresponding 1960 average.

Earnings from oil-seeds and vegetable oils are likely
to be higher in 1961 than in 1960: this reflects a con-
tinuing growth of demand, especially in Europe, a larger
output in several of the primary exporting countries—
notably ground-nuts in West Africa and copra in the
Philippines—smaller stocks of soya beans in the United
States and the radically changed position of mainland
China. The failure of ciops in sevéral areas converted
mainland China early in 1961 from an increasing seller
on world markets to a large buyer. The immediate im-
pacl was on soya beans, the price of which in the first
quarter of 1961 averaged a fifth or more above the cor-
responding 1960 figure. But Chinese purchases also in-
cluded ground-nuts, rapeseed, sesame seed and linseed
oil—prices of which all rose well above the level of the
fourth quarter of 1960—and their repercussions are
likely to be felt throughout the soft oil market and per-
haps to some extent in the market for hard oils, where
prices, after declining rapidly in 1960, levelled out at
about the low 1957 average in the early months of 1961.

A further small increase is expected in total con-
sumption of tobacco and several primary exporting
countries should benefit. Production is higher in the
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Greece and Tur-
key, for example; the Salishury auctions have opened
with higher prices than they did in 1960, though in
Turkey prices have been lower; Greek tobaceo earnings
should gain {rom that country’s access to the European
Common Market when arrangements for association are
completed.

Earnings from raw material exports are subject to
much more erratic impulses [rom the demand side than
are those derived from food bul, as suggested earlier in
this section, the differences in cyclical phasing among
the industrial countries may provide an unusual degree

of stability in 1061,

In the case of the fibres, the rate of growth of the
textile industiy outside the centrally planned countries
slackened measurably in the course of 1960, output in
the fourth quarter actually falling below the corres.
ponding 1959 level. Despite this, net cotton earnings of
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the primary exporting countries in 1961 may well ex-
ceed those of 1960 which were reduced by the poor
1959,/60 ctops in Central America and india. The small
increase in the world cotton production is concentrated
in the primatry exporting countries whose combined
1960/61 crop is about 11 per cent greater than that of
1959/60. Though the prices of extra long staple were
somewhat lower in the first quarter of 1961 than in the
corresponding period in 1960, those of the other staples
were slightly higher,

Wool earnings are less likely 1o show any improve-
ment. Prices in the early months of 1961 were as much
as 9 per cent below the corresponding 1960 average and
the 1960/61 clip in the primary exporting countries
was slightly smaller than the preceding one. The out-
come for 1961 as a whole, however, is subject to two
moderating influences. Argentina and Uruguay may ship
rather more than in 1960, when there was some accu-
mulation of stocks. And, potentially more significant,
auction prices tended to rise towards the end of the
1960,/61 season, leading traders to surmise that the
1061/62 season might open at & higher level of prices:
the gain in earnings in the last quarter of 1961 might
then make good part or all of the loss—relative to 1960
—registered in the first quarter.

Earnings from exports of non-apparel fibres are not
expected to be much lower than in 1960. Jute prices
were still tising in the fitst quarter of 1961, approach-
ing a figure double the early 1960 average. The larger
1961,/62 crop will doubtless reverse this upward trend
but as stocks have been virtually depleted, the market
is expected to remain strong. In the aggregate, earnings
from hard fibres should also be well maintained: in-
creased industrial demand from North America should
compensate for a reduction in agricultural demand from
western Europe.

Larnings from natural rubber will almost certainly
be below the 1960 level Prices in the frst quarter of
1961 were a fifth lower than the high average in the
first quarter of 1960 and stocks, though not large, were
appreciably greater than a year carlier. Given the con-
siderable increase that has taken place in the capacity
to produce synthetic 1ubber—as well as the substantial
increase in stocks of synthetic—it seems unlikely that
the price of natural will move far out of line with that
of synthetic in 1961 : in 1960 it averaged about 50 per
cent above. Even if an unexpected expansion in con-
sumption should occur—whether in the vehicle industry
or by way of import demand in the centrally planned
countries—a rise in price would be restrained by re-
leases from strategic stockpiles under the formula
agreed to in 1959, While average price is thus likely
to be well below the 1960 figute. production is not ex-
pected to 1ise much above the 1960 level, especially if
Indonesian smallholders react to lower prices by carry-
ing out less tapping.

Except for tin, the non-ferrous metals entered 1961
at a price level substantially below that of the previous

year and with stocks substantially higher. An increase
in demand—particularly in the United States and Japan
—raiged copper prices in March, April and May of 1961
but the average for the first five months of the year
temained below the average for 1960 as a whole. The
firmer market, however, began to induce the major com-
panies to remove the restraints on mine production that
had been imposed in the second half of 1960. Copper
earnings of the primary exporting countries in 1961
may thus approximate the 1960 total. This may also be
the case with zinc earnings: an increase of 4 per cent
is predicted for consumption and a somewhat smaller
increase in production. Lead earnings, however, may
fall below the 1960 level: reductions in commercial
offerings have been supplemented by cutbacks in pro-
duction; compared with zinc, a smaller rise in consump-
tion is expected and a larger surplus from 1960 has to
be absorbed.

After two years of severe restrainl on expotts, fn
production in 1960—though a third greater than in 1959
—was still substantially below pre-recession levels. Ix.
ports were raised in 1960 by drawing on stocks; in 1961
exports will depend on current rates of production and,
after the cutbacks and closings of 1958 and 1959, con-
siderable difficulty has been encountered in reopening
mines and recommissioning dredges. With supply not
responding to increased rates of consumption, prices rose
rapidly in the early months of 1961, entering the upper
range of the International Tin Agreement—at which the
buffer pool may sell. At about 10,000 tons, stocks in the
pool are smaller than the deficit predicted if current
rates of consumption and production are maintained.
The tightness of the market will depend rot only on
the uncertain course of production but alse on the pos-
sibility of releases from official stockpiles held in the
United States. It is probable, however, that tin earn-
ings in 1961 will exceed the 1960 figure.

Farnings from petrolenm are also likely to increase.
Though prices may not rise (indeed, under pressure of
expanding supplies from new praducers and from the
Soviet Union, prices—o1, at least, producers’ margins—
may well fall), the expected growth in consumption
and import demand will probably ensure a further ap-
preciable increase in the volume of exports.

The foregoing review of primary commodity pros-
pects leads to the rather negative conclusion that over-
all change between 1960 and 1961 in the foreign ex-
change earnings of the primary exporting countries is
not likely to be large. Returns for the first quarter of
the year-—representing thirly-lwo countries accounting
for about 40 per cent of total trade—indicate a decline
of about one per cent on the tesults for the first quarter
of 1960. If Notth American import demand picks up.
earnings should recover, but i is probable that for the
year as a whole the gain will be smaller than in 1959

or 1960.
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In contrast to the slackening in the growth in export
earnings, import expenditure was continuing upwards
in the early months of 1961: the thirty-two countries
cited above imported about 4 per cenl more in the first
quarter than in the corresponding period in 1960. The
rate of growth will almost certainly decline as the year
advances and the effect of restrictions imposed towards
the end of 1960 or early in 1961 in a number of the
primary exporling countries begins to be reflected in
trading returns. Whether the trend turns downwards
depends partly on the movement of earnings and partly
on the extent to which any further widening of the trade
deficit can be bridged by the provision of capital in
one form or another.

OTHER SOURCES OF FINANCE

There are a number of indications that export earn-
ings will in fact be supplemented by other means of
finance to a somewhat greater extent in 1961 than in
1960. Reference has already been made lo the large
refinancing operations carried out in connexjon with
the international debts of such countries as Airgentina
and Brazil and to the increase in the lending activities
of the IMF in the early months of the year Parlly as
a result of this and of the slowing down or ending of
the capital outflow fram one or two countries, the de-
cline in the official reserves of the primary exporting
countries was reversed: there was a recovery of over
2 per cent in the first quarter of 1961 and al the end
of March official exchange holdings were only 2 per cent
below the corresponding 1960 level

Funds available from the other lending institutions
were appreciably greater at the beginning of 1961 than
a year earlier and several new sources had become opera-
tional. Stand-by credits negotiated by primary export:
ing countries with the IMF stood al 8119 million at
the end of March 1961, compared with $383 million al
the beginning of the year and $208 miltion at the be-
ginning of 1960. Undishursed loans arranged with the
IBRD totalled aboul $1,030 million at the beginning
of 1961 compared with $860 million a year catlier. The
gross amount awaiting disbursement at the Export-
Import Bank was $1,333 million at the beginning of
1961, $393 million more than at the beginning of 1960,

The International Development Association had come
mto operation: by April the bulk of its $1 billion cap-
ital had been subseribed and its first loan—89 million
to Hon(fums——made, interest-{ree lexcept for a service
charge of three-fourths of one per cent on the amount
outstanding) and repayable in filty years. This is a
source of finance of considerable potential value to
many of the primary exporting countries: it is available
for projects that are not immediately productive of
revenue and lo countries whose balance of payments
positien—prospective as weil as current—rules oul com-
mercial borrowing.

The Inter-American Development Bank, with a cap-
ital of 81 billion, had also begun operations: loans—on

more ot less commercial terms—were made to Bolivia
($10 million) in February, and to Brazil (84.7 million),
Honduras ($2.5 million) and Nicaragua (%2 million)
in April 1961.

The Development Assistance Group-of eleven indus-
trial countries drawn together in March 1960 with the
object of better co-ordinating various bilateral aid ar-
rangements—is soon 1o be merged with the newly formed
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment (OECD)." The Development Assistance Commit-
tee of OECD should be in 2 good position to see aid
programmes within the broad ramework of interna-
tional payments and hence to establish principles of
“burden sharing” which should make for conlinuity in
this form of capital flow and thus help to raise the
effectiveness of utilization in recipient countries. One
important by-producl of this multilateral approach to
foreign aid is the provision of a much larger sum from
public funds in the Federal Republic of Germany; in
recent years this has averaged less than $250 million
a year, of which the bulk has comprised reparation
payments.

Another group of industrial countries—brought to-
gether by the IBRD—is still engaged in the long-range
financing of the external requirements of India’s third
five-year plan. The immediate needs have been provided
for: of an anunual average foreign exchange deficit of
about 1.3 billion over the period of the 1961-1966 plan,
at teast 8535 billion has now been artanged. Almost the
whole ol Indian export income is now pre-empted to
maintain the normal flow of imports—1aw materials
and components, supplementary foodstufs and fuel and
2 bare minimum of manufactured consumer goods-
required to keep the economy running within its exist-
ing strueture; development expenditure to widen the
capital base has te be financed from other sources,

Part of the financing of the Indian deficit is to take
the form of wheat and rice shipments {1om the United
States. These began in mid-1960 and will continue over
five years, and the possihilily is at present under exami-
nation of exteading this method of providing resources
not only to other food-deficit countries but also to coun-
tries in which a supply of such basic foodstufls might
he integrated into development programmes that facili-
tate the more effective deployment of local labour. The
United States has also embarked on a deferred payment
scheme involving the regular delivery of foodstuffs over
a period of years to countries in which the slowness of
local agricultural growth might act as a bottleneck on
over-all economic development.

DOMESTIC TRENDS

The main impulse shaping economic trends in the
primary exporting countries in 1960 was the expansion
P Apart from the members of OEEC, Japan and the Commis-

sion of the Earopean Feenomic Community are alse represested
on the Development Assistance Committee of OECD
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in internal demand. Although this generated strong
pressures on_the external balance and some countries
were forced to apply restraints towards the end of the
year, it was by no means exhausted; if liquidity diffi-
culties do not supervene, the expansion of domestic
expenditure will again be a dominant influence in 1961.

Whatever its magnitude, the struclure of domestic
expenditure in 1961 may differ somewhat from what it
was in 1960, especially in its impact on import demand.
The expansion in 1960 followed a lengthy period—up
to two years in some countries—of more stringent con-
trols over imports; as a result, part of the demand in
1960 was for replenishment of inventories of most types
of imported goods. The expansion also came in the wake
of a marked rise in the incomes of several groups of
exporters—most notably the producers of rubber and to
a smaller extent the producers of long staple cotton,
wool, butter and copra—whose expenditure in 1960
helped to shape the pattern of imports. The size and
pattern of imports was also influenced by the fact that
1959/60 crops—particularly food crops—were gener-
ally very little above those of the previous year.

In all these respects the forces influencing demand are
different in 1961, Inventories of imported goods are
generally high, Apart from jute growers, few producer
groups have enjoyed any substantial rise in income,
while several important groups-notably those produe-
ing wool, rubber, butter and robusta coffee—have exper-
ienced a sharp decline. And, by and large, {ood, fuel and
raw material requirements will be met to a greater
extent from domestic production. In one respect, how-
ever, the trend in 1960 is likely to be reinforced in 1961:
in most of the primary exporting countries fixed capital
formation—and hence the demand for investment goods
from abroad—is being stepped up, especially in Asia
and the Middle East.

New development plans go into effect in several
countries in southern and south-castern Asia, including
most notably, the Federation of Malaya, India, Indo-
nesia, Pakistan and Thailand. In India, the third five-
year plan entails an increase of between 6 and 7 per
cent in public investment in 1961 and private invest-
ment is also expected to increase. In Indonesia, 1961 is
the first year of an eight-year development plan which
embodies a wide-spread expansion in investment. A
similar sectoral batance—with some emphasis on rural
development in public spending—is being aimed at in
the new five-year plan in the Federation of Malaya, as
well as in the new six-year plan in Thailand which secks
to raise the over-all rate of growth in production from
4to 5 per cent a year. In Pakistan the second five-yeat
plan invelves a greater effort than the first: the increase
in fixed capital formation, for example, is to be 50 per
cent larger than it was under the original plan and there
will be a somewhat greater concentration on agricul-
tural improvement.

Among most of the other countries in the region a
further expansion of investment is contemplated, Cam-

hodia is in the second year of its five-year plan of eco-
nomic diversification, one of the main purposes of which
is to reduce the country’s dependence on imports. In
China (Taiwan) and in the Republic of Korea an 11
per cent increase in gross capital formation is predicted.
In the Philippines the relaxation of credit restrictions
in 1960 is expected to result in an appreciable rise in
private investment in 1961 In the Republic of Viet-
Nam, where 1961 marks the end of the fist five-year
plan, the budget has provided for increased expendi-
ture on public works and communications, while in the
private seelor investment is expected to continue its
expansion, except in the case of rubber where the 1960
price decline has acted as a deterrent. In Burma, where
investment had slackened in 1960, some recovery is in
sight, arising partly from a strengthening of the Eco-
nomic Development Fund for agricultural improve-
ment, and partly from new railway expansion, financed

largely by an [BRD loan.

A general increase in investment is also foreseen in
the Middle East and the Mediterranean region. A wide-
spread expansion is scheduled in the United Arab
Republic (Egypt) where a new five-year plan—aiming
at a 40 per cent increase in national income—came into
operation in the second half of 1960. In Greece, the state
investment programme involves an increase in public
expenditures of about a fourth between 1960 and 1961,
with a somewhat greater emphasis on secondary indus-
try, In Traq increases in investment in housing and
transport scheduled under the 1959-1963 Interim Fco-
nomic Plan may be exceeded as a new development pro-
gramme gets under way in the course of 1961. In Israel a
further 10 per cent rise in fixed capital formation s pre-
dicted: the development budget provides for increased
expenditure in several fields, notably irrigation and
1ransport. Morocco plans an appreciable rise in public
investment, chiefly in low-cost housing and other con-
struction. In the Sudan, where the development budget
doubled between 1960 and 1961, rural investment con-
linues to predominate. Public investment is also being
increased substantially in the United Arab Republic
(Syria) where a new five-year development programme
—with emphasis on transport and communications and
irrigation—has been inaugurated. In Turkey 2 rise of
mote than a fifth is predicted for total capital forma-
lion: it is expected that a large increase in public invest-
ment will be accompanied by a smaller increase in the
private seclofr.

In this region the only country likely to register a
reduction in capital formation in 1961 is Iran: here a
deflationary policy was adopted in the second half of
1960 and, in an effort to stabilize both the internal and
the external balance, public investment was cut back.
In Tunisia it is probable that new fixed capital forma-
tion will remain more or less at the 1960 level: public
capital expenditure is due to rise, but most of the
inerease is to be devoted to the acquisition of French-
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owned farmland and shares in private phosphate con-
Cerns.

In the other regions expansion is less likely to be as
nearly universal as plans indicate it will be in the Mid-
dle East and southern and south-eastern Asia. In
Oceania, for example, the deterioration of the external
balance seems likely to have a restrictive effect on the
course of domestic capital formation. In Australia,
credit restraints are aimed at reducing total demand,
and government capital expenditure in the year end-
ing in mid-1961 has been budgeted at a lower figure than
in the previous year. In New Zealand, the budget for the
vear ending in March 1961 provided for a sizable
increase in capital expenditure, but here again, disin-
flationary measures began to dominate towards the end
of the period.

In Latin America efforts lo restore external equilib-
rium also exercised a strong influence over policies at
the beginning of 1961. In Ecuador planned government
capital expenditure was cut back; in Guatemala the rate
of public investment under the 1960-1964 development
plan was reduced below the level of the previous plan,
while in Brazil il is reported thal “some decline in the
rate of growth is probable™ at least until the purchas.
ing power of the cruzeiro has been stabilized.

Elsewhere in Latin America, however, investment is
planned to recover or increase further. In Argentina,
road and house-building and private manufacturing are
likely to be the leading areas of expansion. In Chile
where investment lagged in 1960, a 35 per cent increase
in gross fixed capital formation is the larget for 1961,
this is within the framework of a ten-year development
programme, adopted in November 1960, which is de-
signed to raise, permanently, the proportion of resources
devoted to investment, with considerable emphasis in
the early stages on agriculiure. Venezuela also plans to
raise investment from the low level of 1960, chiefly by
expansion in construction. In Colombia the 1961 cap-
ital budget indicates a2 16 per cent rise in investment:
as in Chile this is part of a longer-term plan to raise
the ratio of capital formation to gross product. In Cuba
a five-year plan, inaugurated early in 1961, has sel tar-
gets in a number of sectors; this should raise invest-
ment above the 1960 level despite reported shortages of
some materials and components oceasioned by the dis-
ruption of established trade patterns. Mexico intends
to maintain the rate of expansion of recent years; the
pace is set by publie investment plans, but the outcome
for the year will also depend on the volume of foreign
capital available.

In Africa, prospects are clouded not only hy the hal.
ance of payments strains generaled by high import ex-
penditure and a drastic decline in key export prices—for
cocoa, robusta collee and merine wool, in particular—
but also by the Hlight of capital and by other economic
repercussions of the prolound constitutional and ad-

ministrative changes that occurred in 1960 or are due
in 1961. In East Afriea it is probable that more will
be invested in 1961 than in 1960: capital budgets for
the year ending in mid-1961 were appreciably above
the level of the preceding year in Kenya and Uganda
and considerably higher in Tanganyika, while for the
1961/62 fiscal year substantial aid has been promised
by the United Kingdom. Ethiopia reports that “draw-
ings on foreign credits in 1961 are likely to be much
higher” than in 1960; and this presages a higher leve!
of capital formation. In West Africa the immediate
trend in investment is more obscure. The fall in cocoa
price has severely reduced the flow of development
funds in Ghana and Nigeria. In Ghana, where external
reserves declined in 1960 to the lowest level since 1952,
the Volla power and aluminium project is being inte-
grated into the existing development programme and
this may result in some temporary slowing down in
1961. In the former French territories an indication of
trend is given by the fact that French aid—which sup-
ports the development budgets in these countries—ap-
pears in the regular French budget for 1961 at much
the same figure—NF 670 million—as in 1960.

In southern Africa the outflow of capital had heen
brought under control by early in 1961 ; but an increase
in domestic investment seems far from assured.
Budgeted figures indicate a lower rate of public capital
formation in 1961 both in the Federation of Rhodesia
and Nyasaland and in the Union of South Africa. In
South Africa railway investment is being reduced, but
the impact of this may be offset by an expected rise in
the capital expenditure of other publicly-owned cor-
porations, particularly in energy and steel. The budget
introduced in March 1961 provided special incentives
to private investment, including a reduction in corpora-
tion tax rates and provision {or accelerated deprecia-
tion, but the strain on the external account may pre-
vent this policy from exercising its intended effect: in
May interest rates were raised and the liquidity of the
commercial banks reduced.

IMPLICATIONS FOR INTERNAL BALANCE

The wide-spread growth in development expenditures
planned for 1961 is likely to increase still further the
magnitude—both absolute and relative—o! imports of
capital goods, It will also increase total domestic de-
mand and, hence, in some cases, reinforce the strains
on internal equilibrium. As a result of earlier deflation-
ary policies, better food crops and an enlargement of
industrial capacity, some primary exporting countries
may find it less difficult to contend with such strains in
1661 than in earlier years. The extent to which sup-
plies can be increased, however, remains the critical
factor. An adequate increase in domestic output is by
no means assured, especially in those countries in which
the attempt to curb the growth of excessive monetary
demand has tended to inhibil economic activity. In-
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flationary forces remain powerful in many of these
countries and not all of them have had sausfactory

harvests,

The scale of any supplementary flow of supplies from
abroad depends on the state of external balance and in
most primary experting countries this remains pre-
carious. With the means of payment severely limited

and with the highest priority being accorded to im-
ports of materials to keep the economy running and
equipment to expand and extend its productive capacity,
the scope for increasing the flow of goods to match the
rise in money incomes is closely circumscribed. Hence,
the state of internal halance is also likely to remain

precarious.




Chapter 6

RECENT TRENDS IN CENTRALLY PLANNED ECONOMIES

The average pace of economic expansion in the cen-
trally planned cconomies slackened somewhat in 1960
as compared with 1939, but it remained at approxi-
mately the level of the latter part of the nineteen fifties.
The slackening was due largely to a decline in the rate
of growth of national income in mainland China, Bul-
garia, Hungary and Romania. In Poland and the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics, national income increased
at virtually the same rate as in 1959 and in Czecho-
slovakia, at a higher rate.

The rate of growth in industrial production inereased
in Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland and Romania, but
it declined slightly in the Soviet Union and to a greater
degree in Bulgaria, Eastern Germany and cspecially
mainland China. The latter country, nevertheless, con-
tinved to record the highest rates of growth among the
centrally planned economies.

Developments in agricultural output were far less
favourable than these in industrial production. Farm
production declined in mainland China and Hungary
and the rate of increase in outpu! was considerably
reduced in Bulgaria. In the Soviet Union, where out-

pul had remained stationary in 1959, and in Poland
and Czechoslovakia, where it had fallen somewhat, pro-
duction increased in 1960,

Investment activily decelerated in most countries; an
exception was Romania where it accelerated substan-
tially. In the Soviet Union, the rate of increase in fixed
investment remained almost unchanged. In some coun-
tries the rise in retail sales also slackened very sub-
stantinlly, but in the Soviet Union and Romania, it
increased at a higher rate than in 1959,

The over-all balance between supply and demand
improved in some countries and prices of consumer
goods were consequently reduced; in most of the other
countrics, the balance was generally maintained, though
in some certain pressure continued to be felt, either on
total supplies or on supplies of specific goods. At the
same time, the supply of some goods exceeded demand
and inveluntary stock accumulation occurred. In main-
land China, the pressure of demand upon supply seems
to have increased in 1960, especially with respect to

food.

Agricultural production

In spite of bad weather in the early part of the year
and heavy rains during the harvest season, gross agri-
cultural output increased in 1960 in Bulgaria, Crecho-
slovakia, Poland and the Soviet Union. It fell, however,
in mainland China, Hungary and apparently also in
Eastern Germany. In general, the results altained were
much better in crop production than in the production
of livestock and animal products (sec table 6-1).

In the Seviet Union the small increase in agricultural
output was due Lo the recovery of crop production from
its 1959 decline. This increase was far below the average
annual rate of almest 8 per cent foreseen by the seven-
year plan. Since the annual rate during the first two
years amounted to about one per cent, the [ulfilment
of the seven-year plan for agricullure would require an
average annual rate of increase in output of more than
10 per cent during the remaining five years of the plan

In mainland China, where output had increased in
1958 and 1959, the fall in 1960 was attributed largely
to natural calamities. Crops on over half of the area
under cultivation were reported partly o1 wholly de-
stroyed by unprecedented drought, typhoons and floods.

217

A common feature in 1960 was the generally bette
performance in production of crops than of livestock
and animal products. In Czechoslovakia and Poland,
crop production increased by 12 per cent and 9 per
cent, respectively, whereas the output of livestock and
animal products expanded by only about one per cent
in both countries. Similarly, in Eastern Germany the
performance of crop production seems to have been
better than that of animal husbandry. In the Soviet
Union the rise in erop production appears to have been
accompanied by a slight fall in the output of livestock
and animal products, while in Hungary the former ap-
parently declined less than the latter.

Data relating to the production of major crops are
presented in table 6-2. In three countries, Bulgaria,
Hungary and Romania, grain output fell. In Poland it
remained at about the peak level attained in 1959, and
in Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Union it increased by
about 4 and 5 per cent, respectively. In the latter coun-
try, grain outpul nevertheless remained more than 10 pes
cent helow the peak level reached in 1958. The output
of sugar-heets generally rose steeply in 1960, exceeding
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Table 6-1. Indices of Agrieultural Production
{Preceding year =100)
Couniry and item 1955 1857 1958 1959 1960
Bulgaria
Gross agricultural output 93.6 116.5 99.3 118.0 102.0
Crops .. .. . : 91.4 1225 93.6 125.8 :
Livestock and animal products 08.0 105.3 1114 L1044
Crechoslovakia - ¢
Gross agricultural output 102.4 99.4 102.6 98.9 1070
Crops. . . . ) 99.2 96.1 104 6 95.2 112.0-
Livestock and animal produets 106.6 103.5 100 3 103.4 101.2»
Eastern Gcrmanry
Gross agricultural output 96.6 117.1 109.2 108.7
Hungary
Gross agricultural output . 87.5 113.4 105.5 106.0 95.0
Poland
Gross agricultural cutput 107.4 104.1 103.0 99.0 105.4
Crops . . .. . 1081 1019 102.0 98.6 108.8
Livestock and animal products . 106.4 107.6 104.3 99.7 100.7
Romania
Gross agricultural output 80.3 1244 85.2 121.1
Crops. . ... ... .. 74.7 134.8 784 128.8
Livestock and animal products 93.5 104.9 1017 106.8
China (mainland)
Gross agricultural output . . 105.0 103.5 125.0 117.0
USSR
Gross agricultural outpur 1135 102.1 110.7 100.0 102 ob
Crops . .. . o 114.8 98.5 114.6 95.6 104.00
Livestock and animal products 1106 110.7 104.6 106 .3 99.0v

Source: Reports on {ulfilment of plans; natienal
statistical yearbooks and statistical Eullc!inﬁ.

» Data announced in the report on the fulfilment
of the plan for 1960 However, according to the
reply of the Government of Czechoslovakia 1o the
United Nations gquestionnaire of November 1960

the previous year’s production by as much as 40 per
cent in some countries. The potate harvest in Czecho-
slovakia and the Soviet Union was poorer than in 1959,
but in Peland it was higher. Data on output of crops
are not available for Fastern Germany but average
yields of mosti crops increased substantially.

on economic trends, problems and policies, agri-
culiural output rose by 6.5 per cent, crops by
6.8 per cent and livestock and animal produets by
2.3 per cent.

b Estimated ea the basis of incomplete data

Statistics concerning crops vields are presented in
table 6-3. In Hungary and Poland, in contrast to Eastern
Germany, Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria, the yields of
wheat per hectare declined in 1960, although they 1e-
mained far above the average for the period 1954.1959.
Sugar-heet yields increased markedly as compared with

Table 6-2. Qutput of Major Crops
{Thousands of tons)
Grainas Sugur-beels Polaloes
Gouniry ,{;";ﬂf}}ﬁg 1954 1560 iéiﬁtzr;gﬁ;s 1950 1960 1?5“357338 1959 1960

Bulgaria . .. 3,700 5,000 4.800 %00 1,400 1,600 250 400 L
Crechoslovakia 4,962 5,515 5,760 6,012 4,946 8,404 8,240 6,334 5,254
Eastern Germany 5,944 5,948 . 6,086 4,659 13,261 12,436
Hungary 3,228 3,702+ 3,311 2,012 2,680 . 2,364 2366 . .
Poland . 12,558 14,123 14,242 7,342 5,975 10,220 34,128 35,698 37,766
Romania 8,699 10,632 9,800 1,740 3,440 3,400 2,703 2,896 .
USSR 113,200 125,900 133,200 35,489 43,942 56,900 83,425 86,501 84,000

Source: Reports on fulfiiment of plans; national statistical
yearbooks and bulletins; Prevds (Moscow), 21 January 1961

» Wheat, tye, barley, oats and corn
¥ Excluding corn.
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Table 6-3. Yield of Major Crops
{Quintals per hectare)
Wheat Sugur-beels Potators
Coteridry

Average Arerage Anerage

055-1058 1954 1RG0 1954-1958 958 1400 1554-1958 Hhen 15640
Bulgaria. 14.2 17.3»  19.00 166.0 216.7 238.5 80.6 1027 o
Czechoslovakia 193 229 231 2704 2056 347.0 1323 108.7 923
Fastern Germany 297 325+ 356w 282.3 1089 208.4 164.2 161.3 192 4
Hungary 138 17.1 16.9 191.3 2195 .. 101.3 102.8 o
Poland . 14.8 17.3 169 201.0 159.0 2850 125.6 1280 1310
Romania 99 134 131.3 171.1 103.3 103.6
USSR 13 1» 15.20 174.0 150.0 890.0 91.0

Source: Reports on fulfilment of plans; national statistical yearbooks und bulletins.

» Winter wheat only.

both 1959 and the 1954-1958 average. Potato yields fell
in Czechoslovakia but rose in EKastern Germany and
Poland.

The rise in livestock production in 1960 was restrained
in most countries by a shortage of fodder. This shortage
resulted from the drought that had alfected the area for
two conseculive years, particolarly in Hungary and
Fastern Germany. In addition, in the countries ac-
celerating the collectivization drive, especially the two
countries just mentioned, output may also have heen
affected by initial dificulties in organizing animal hus.
bandry on the collective farms. In the past, the initial
phase of collectivization was commonly accompanied
by a temporary fall or deceleration in the 1ate of growth
of livestock production owing to increased rates of
slaughtering of privately owned stock and to the re-
duced care given to the collectively owned stock by the
peasante joining the collective farms.?

In Hungary the number of cattle {ell by about 2 per
cent, the number of pigs by 14 per cent and the number
of horses by more than 12 per cent, bul that of sheep

1 The timing of slaughtering may be an important factor. 1f

the dates of slaughtering are advanced, the live weight of the
slaughtered livestock will fali

rose by 16 per cent (see lable 6-4). In Czechoslovakia
the number of cows and sheep fell, but the number of
all cattle rose by about 2 per cent and that of pigs hy
5 per cent. In Lastern Germany the increase in the num-
ber of caitle was greater than that in Czechoslovakia
and thal of pigs smaller, while the number of sheep
fell. In Bulgaria, Poland and the Soviet Union, the num-
ber of cattle 1ose by 5, 4 and 2 per cent, respectively,
and the number of pigs increased by 8, 13 and 10 per
cent.

The output of livestock products incressed substan-
tially only in Romania, where the production of meat
rose by 7 per cent and that of miltk by 14 per cent. Meat
oulpul rose by 2 per cent in Poland and 3 per cent in
Czechoslovakia, but fell by 8 per cent in Bulgaria and
2 per cent in the Soviet Union. Milk output remained
almostistationary in all countries except Romania.

The changes in the volume of agricultural produce
procured by the government agencies were, in most
countries, not directly influenced by changes in output,
As shown in table -5, the procurement of grain in
Czechoslovakia rose by 5 per cent in 1960—that is, by
somewhat more than the 4 per cent rise in output—but
in Hungary it increased by G per cent, although output

Table 6-4. Indices of Livestock Numbers and Production of Animal Husbandry, 1960
{Preceding year = 1060)

Number of

Production af

Couniry Cuatllen
o Piygxn Sheep= Afeat Milk Eugs
Tolal Cones

Bulgaria 1054 1041 108.0 1016 91.7 1000 127.7
Czecloslovakia 162 0 98.8 104 8 889 1030 101.6 104 .4
Esstern Germany 104.8 100.8 103 5 93.0
Hunpary 98.3 98.6 86.0 1161 . .. .
Poland, 1041 97.7 1125 96.9 101.7 100.0 107.8
Romania . .. .. .. 106.6 113.6 ..
USSR 102.1 1030 109.7 97.6 or7 99.5 1031

Source: Reports on {uifilment of plans; national
statistical yearbooks and bulletins
* Livestock data based on lvestock counts during

the following months: Eastern Germany, Septem-
ber; Hungary, March; Poland, June; USSR,
Czechoslovakiz and Bulgaria, January,
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FTable 6.5.

Indices of Procurement of Major Agricultural Products

{Preceding year = 100)

Grain Meat Atk Engs
Canniry o et

1956 1060 1959 1960 1559 060 1059 1960
Bulgaria . 104 82 M2 116 97 164
Crechoslovakia 105 103 107 103 106 103
Eastern Germany. .. e .. 110 .. 105 5 123
Hungary. 107 106 114 103 106 103 112 86
Poland 116 85 94 100 107 100 130 116
USSR 82 98 132 105 113 105 27 114

Source: See table 6-1.

declined. In the Soviet Union, where output increased
by about 5 per cent, procurement was 2 per cent lower
than in 1959, while in Poland it fell by 15 per cent,
despile the fact that there was no change in the level
of output, The reduction in procurement relative to the
output of grain in the Soviet Union and Poland was
partly determined by a wish to increase the proportion
of grain left on the farms, in order to increase the sup-
ply of fodder and thus raise the output of livestock and
animal products. In the Soviet Union, for example, cer-
tain regions wete temporarily exempted from the obli-
gation to deliver grain to the slate agencies.

Bulgaria was the only country in which meat pro-
curement was lower in 1960 than in 1959, the decline
amounting to 18 per cent as compated with a fall of
only 8 per cent in the volume of output, This was due
largely to a government decision to reduce delivery
quotas in order to avoid a fall in livestock numbers and
to lay the ground for scceleration in the growth of meat
output in the future. In Poland the procurement of meat
remained at the same level as in 1959, while output rose
In the other countries, where meat procurement in-
creased, the output of meat either fell, or increased by
a smaller percentage than procurement. In most coun-
tries the procurement of milk and eggs increased in
relation to output, the rise being considerable in the
case of eggs, Czechoslovakia and Hungary were excep-
tions, procurement of eggs rising by less than output
in the former country and falling by 14 per cent in the
latter.

The supply of producer goods to the agricultural
sector increased during 1960 in all centrally planned
economies. The amount of {ertilizer made available 1ose
by S per cent in Czechoslovakia and by 15 per cent in
Poland. In most countries there were alse significant
increases in the quantity of machinery and equipment
delivered to agriculture. In Romania, for example, the
number of tractors supplied to agriculture increased by
some 53 per cent, from 7,250 in 1959 to 11,500 in 1960.
Czechoslovakia repotted a 20 per cent inercase in the
quantity of farm machinery delivered to az  fture. In
Poland the stock of tractors rose by mor  un 8 per
cent. Similarly, the supply of agricultur.  achinery
and equipment increased substantially in Eastern Ger-

many, where the tractor stock of the state and collective
farms increased by 50 per cent over 1960. Although a
large part of this increase may refiect only the transfer
of tractors from private lo collective ownership, there
is little doubt that the total stock rose, even if to a con-
siderably smaller degree In the Soviet Union the num-
ber of tractors delivered lo agriculture rose by 13 per
cent, from 234,000 in 1959 to 266,000 in 1960, while
deliveries of tractor-drawn seeders mare than doubled.
On the other hand, deliveries of trucks, harvesters and
tractor-drawn ploughs and cultivators fell.*

The difficulties encountered in raising agrieultural
production in accordance with government plans were
reflected in policy measures designed to accelerate the
expansion of agriculture or to reduce the effect of
natural calamities. In mainland China the eflorts in-
tended to overcome the eflect of the fall in the harvest
included an enlargement of the acreage under late
autumn crops, transfer of manpower from the cities to
the countryside and bringing new land under the plough
During the first half of 1960 the cultivated land was in-
creased by at least 3.3 million hectares or about 3 per
cent, There was also a further reappraisal of the policy
of collectivization, continuing a trend which began in
1959. The role played by the “communes” was further
restricted in favour of “productive agricultural bri-
sades”, essentially similar to the collective farms exist-
ing in other countries. Brigades which formerly were
1o be closely integrated into the “communes” became
independent economic and financial units. The man-
power employed hy the communal enterprises was con-
sidetably reduced and the released workers were
transferred back to the brigades. In order to stimulate
incentives to work, the members of the brigades were
to receive about 70 per cent of their pay in money and
were 1o be permitted to retain small plots of land for
raising food for their own consumption.

In the Soviel Union the efforts to accelerate agricul-
tural production were directed towards increasing agri-

2 The number of trucks delivered fell from 77,000 in 1959 to
66,000 in 1960; thal of harvesters from 57,000 to 54,000, ploughs
from 144,000 1o 141,000 and cultivators from 122,600 to 80,000
Deliveries of sceders rose from 52,000 to 107,000, of grain cem-
bines from 52,000 Lo 55000 and of tractor-drawn rokes from
15,000 10 24,000
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enltural invesimeni and creating additional incentives
for agriculiural producers. According to official opinions
expressed during recent meetings of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party, the slow rate of inerease
in agricultural production cannol be attributed exclu-
sively to adverse weather conditions in 1959 and 1960,
Other reasons were the short supply of machinery,
building materials and fertilizer, as well as inadequale
incentives for agricultural producers. In order to stimu-
late agricultural investment and output, several mea-
sures Lending to raise the profitability of collective farms
were prepared. Prices charped on sales to collective
farms of agricultural machinery. equipment and fer-
tilizer were lowered in degrees ranging from 9 per cent
for tractors to 40 per cent for spare parts and gasoline.
It was decided to increase the supply of agricuitural
machinery and fertilizer substantially beyond the
amounts foreseen in the seven-year plan. At the same
time it was decided to grant substantial tax reductions
to agricultural producers, to lower interest rates on
long-term and short-term loans, and to defer for five
years the repayment of loans previousty granted to
collective farms. The anticipated cumulative effect of
these measures has been estimated at about 9 billion
roubles per year, or some 7 per cent of the gross money
income of collective farms in 1959, In addition, a far-
reaching reorganization of supply agencies is 1o im-
prove the delivery of machinery, repair parts, fertilizers

and other goods to collective farms. In order to elimi-
nate those elements of instability in the work of col-
leetive farms that are caused by the annual changes in
their delivery quotas, and to enable them to plan their
output for longer periods, it was decided that the con-
tracts for delivery of agricultural produce should en-
compass & period of up to five years. it should also
specily the volume of deliveries and their timing, the
officially fixed prices, and the advances to be extended
to the collective farms during the period of the contract.

The colleclivization drive, which in several countries
was intensified in 1959, continued in 1960. In Eastern
Germany the share of state and co-operative farming
rose from about 36 per cent of the total area in 1958
to 46 per cent in 1959 and about 90 per cent in 1960.
In Hungary the share of the state and co-operative
seetors, which declined in 1957, rose from 29 per cent
in 1958 10 53 per cent in 1959 and reached about 80 per
cent in 1960. Similarly, in Romania the proportion of
land caltivated by the state and collective farms rose
from 55 per cent in 1958 to 74 per cent in 1959 and
84 per cent in 1960. In Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia,
where these two seclors had already accounted for more
than 85 per cent of the cultivated area, {urther increases
in their share in 1960 were relatively small. In Czecho-
slovakia, the struclural changes consisted mostly of
turther agglomeration of the collective farms into larger
units.

Industrial production

Unlike agricultural output, industrial production con-
tinued to increase rapidly in all centrally planned
economies in 1960. The rates of growth, as indicated in
table 6-6, ranged {rom 8 per cent in Lastern Germany

to 19 per cent in mainland China. The average rate of
increase in the European centrally planned economies
was only slightly lower than in 1959

In maintand China, although the rate of increase in

Table 6-6. Indices of Industrial Production®
{Preceding year =100}

1860

GConnley 1957 1958 1955 1960 (planned)
Bulgariat . .. 115.9 115.0 120.4 1134 115.3
Czechoslovakia 110.2 111.3 110.9 1117 110.2
Esstern Germany : 1077 111.2 1120 108.3 1079
Hungary : 1118 112.9 110.8 1125 108.0
Poland. S 109.5 109.8 109.0 1109 107.6
Romania . 108.5 1095 110.2 1169 114.0
LISSR . 1100 110.0 111.0 110.0 108.1

Total, above countries 1098 110.3 1111 110.3 -

China (mainland) 107.1 166.2 159.3 119.0« 129.0

Source: Reports on the fulfilment of plans;
national statistical yearbooks and bulletins,

» For the Soviet Union, China {mainland), East.
ern Germany and Czecheslovakia, total industry;
for Bulgaria, Poland and Romaniz, state and co-
operative industry; for Hunpary, state industry
enly. Group indices are weighted averages of coun.
try indices. The weights used were the averages of
the ratios of output of clectric energy and indus-
trial em‘p!aymcnt in each country in 1956 to the
totals of the group. These indices should be con-
sidered only as broad appreximations of the
changes in aggregate output

* The indices for the years 1957 to 1959 refer to

total industry and arc not comparable with the
indices for 1960, which reler only to “plunned
industry” since 1960 datz for total industry are
not available. The announced percentage increases
for industrisl production in “planned industry” in
1959 was 24.9 per cent

© According to People’s Daily {Peking), the aver-
age rate of increase of industrial eutput in the
seriod 1958-1960 amounted Lo 40 per cent annually.
Since the ratios in 1958 and 1959 were known to
be 66 2 and 39.3 respectively, it foliows that the
rete of increase was in 1900 aspproximately 19
per cenl.
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industrial production declined by as much as 20 per-
centage points in 1960, it nevertheless remained the
highest of the group. In most countries industrial pro-
duction exceeded the planned quotas; but in Bulgaria
and, even more so, in mainland China, it failed to
achieve the targets set for 1960—in the latter country
by 10 percentage points. This discrepancy between plans
and achicvements in mainland China resialted in part
from exceptionally poor weather, which impeded the
growth of all sectors of the economy but was especially
important in industries depending on agricultural raw
materials. The output of consumer goods, as shown in
table 6-7, rose by only & per cent as compared to the
24 per cenl increase set by the plan.

As in the preceding years the output of producer
goods increased everywhere at a higher rate than that
of consumer goods, although the difference between the
relative rates of increase in these two sectors was in
most countries smaller than a year earlier. Among
countries for which complete data are available, the
only exceptions were mainland China and the Soviet
Union, where the reverse was true. In the latter country,

however, it was decided towards the end of 1960 to
accelerate the rate of expansion of consumer goods out-
put relatively to that of producer goeds.

A common characteristic of industrial growth in the
centrally planned ecoromies was the tendency for the
output of engincering, chemicals and, in most countries,
construction materials to expand at a substantially
higher rate than producer goods as a whole (compare
table 6-8 with table 6-7). As compared with the pre-
ceding year, the growth of output in the engineering
industries accelerated significantly in Hungary, Poland
and Romania but slackened in Bulgaria and Eastern
Germany. The output of the chemical industry expanded
at a faster rate than in 1959 in the Soviet Union, Hun-
gary and Poland. In all countries, the output of fertilizer
inereased substantially in 1960.% Within the engineer-
ing industries, the pattern of change in 1960 varied
considerably from country to country. In Eastern Ger-
many the highest rates of increase were achieved in the

% In Bulgatia by 34 per cent, in Eastern Germany {phosphate
fertiliver) by 19 per cent and in Poland by 11 per cent.

Table 6-7. Indices of OQutput of Producer and Consumer Goods
{Preceding year =100}
1960
Country and item 15456 1957 {958 1058 1960 {planned}

Bulgaria

Producer goods 1167 112.3 117.0 1260 118.0

Consumer goods. 1138 1190 113.5 116.0 113.0
Ching {mainland)

Producer goods 142.0 112.0 2030 143.3 126.0n 132.0

Consurer goods 122.0 102.0 134.0 134.0 108.0~ 124.0
Ceechoslovakia

Producer goods 110.8 1101 111.8 112.9 1133 112.0

Consumer goods 1081 1103 1106 1077 109.6 1071
Eastern Germany

Producer goodst . 1085 107.5 112.3 114.2 108.7 .

Consumer goodse 103.2 107.8 109.6 109.4 103 4
Hungary

Producer goods® . 93.1 109.0 1184 1127 114.3 110.0

Consumer goodse 89.0 1150 106.8 107.8 109.5 106.0
Poland

Producer goods 110.6 1078 109.1 113.2 111.5 107.9

Consumer goods 107.2 1122 110.8 104.9 110.3 107.2
Romania

Producer goods 114.3 109.4 1101 114.4 1146

Consumer goods 106.2 106.7 1088 104.4 113.0
USSR

Producer goods 111.9 111.0 1110 112.0 111.0 108.8

Consumer goods 1094 108.0 1070 1103 107.0 106.4

Source: See table 6-1.
» Estimated,

b Heavy industry
e Light industry
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Table 6-8.

Indices of Output of Some Major Branches of Producer Goods

{Preceding year =100}

Tndustry
Country Engineerings Chemical Construction maferials
1059 1968 1958 1961 1359 1960
Bulgaria .. .. .. 143.2 124.0 126.0 118.0 144 .4 115.6
Czechoslovakia 116.0 116.0 116.0 114.2 1165 1165
Fastern Germany 118.5 1104 110.0 .. .. ..
Hungary 114.7 1192 1136 1184 1i8.3 110.6
Poland. 1133 116.0 1185 120.0 113.5 109.0
Romania 1156 122.0 120.4% 116.0v 104.0 ..
USSR 115.0 1160 109.0v 112.0» 123.0 118.0

Source: See table 6.1.

 For Bulgaria, Eastern Germany, Romania and
the Soviet Union, engineering and metalworking
industries

production of consumer durables.! In Czecheslovakia,
Hungary and Poland the greatest expansion occurred
in the output of industrial and electrical machinery.®
In the last two countries particular attention was de-
voted to the production of machinery and equipment
for export. In Hungary these exports increased by 24
per cent in 1960 and accounted for about half of the
increment in export receipts during that year, while in
Poland they aceounted for 22 per cent of the increment.
In the Soviet Unlon. in accordance with the priorities
assigned by the five-year plan, the highest rates of in-
crease were atlained in the output of chemical equip-
ment, in equipment {or oil extraction and in consumer
durables. The output of several kinds of agriculiural
equipment declined for a third consecutive year, but
that of tractors, sel-propelled grain combines, win-
nowers and tractor-drawn mowing machines increased
by from 5 to 12 per cent. In Bulgaria, the high rates of
growih in outpul of agricultural machinery were largely
influenced by the further mechanizalion of agriculture
and the desire te reduce the eountry’s dependence on
imports of agricultural equipment.

In most cases the expansion of oulput of fuels, power
and basic materials, indicated in table 6-9, proceeded
at a smaller rate than that of engineering and chemicals.
In the eastern European countiies the rate of expansion
of coal and erude oil remained practically unchanged
in 1960, the rate for coal amounting to ahout 1 to 2
per cent. The output of natural gas expanded in hoth
1959 and 1960 at a much higher rale than the total
output of fuel and power, and its 1ate of increase ac
celerated during the last year both in the Soviet Union
and in the other countries taken as a whole. In the Soviet
Union the rate of expansion of the coal industry has
declined during the last three years, reflecting a shifl

+ The output of television sets, refrigerators and wushing ma-
chines in Eastern Germany was higher in 1960 than the com-
hined output in 1955-1958

f1n Peland the highest rates of increase were achieved in the
preduction of the {ollewing items: shipbuilding, 36 per cent:
agricultural machinery, 39 per cent; electro-technical equip-
ment, 23 per cent; transport egnipment, 20 per cent

¥ Chemical and rubber industries

Table 69. Indices of Output of Fuel, Power and
Selected Basic Materials

(Preceding year = 100)

Hher castern European

Ssn conniries
Hem

1359 1860 1954 1360
Coal . 102 101 1018+ 1022
Crude oil 114 114 102.4 102.3
Natural gas . 125 127 111.8 1136
Electrie power 112 110 106.8 110.3
Pig-iron 109 106 1115 109.6
Rolled steet 109 108 108.5 1120
Cement _ 116 117 114 0 114.8
Mineral fertilizer HH 167 116.0

Source: See table 6-1.
* Hard coul, brown coal and lignite on & ton-to-ten basis

in priority lowards oil and natural gas. The share of
these latter two fuels in the total fuel supply of the
Soviet Linion rose from 34.5 per cent in 1959 to 38.2
per cent in 1960.% In mainland China the output of coal
increased by about 2 per cent in 1960, reaching a total
of 420 million tons. Although this rate of increase ap-
proximately equalled that of total industrial production,
it remained substantially below the rising fuel require
menls of the producer goods indusiries and of other
sectors of the economy. Pig-iren production increased
in the Soviel Union by 9 per cent in 1959 and again in
1960, while in the remaining countries the rate of in-
crease fell from about 12 per cent in 1959 to 10 per
vent in 1960, In contrast, the rate of growth in the out-
put of rolled steel accelerated in these countries in 1960,
whereas in the Soviet Union it decelerated slightly.

The changes in the output of selected consumer goods
shown in table 6-10 indieate that both in 1959 and in
1960 the highest rates of increase were achieved in the
production of durables. The decline in the output of

% The seven-year plan foresees that the share of crude ofl and
gas in the fuel balance should increase to 51 3 per cent by 1965
The output of oi] and gas in the first two years of the plan in
creased In accordance with the planned schedule.
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Table 6-10. Indices of Gutput of Selected
Consumer Goods, 1959 and 1960

{Preceding year =100}

Other eastern

S8R European counlries
Ttem
1959 1960 1959 146G
Pagsenger cars 102 111 126 123
Motor cycles. . .. . 125n 115 113+
Bicyeles : 90 ... 109 e
Washing machines. 134 132 128 124
Radios . . . 103 103 86 89
Television sets . 131 135 169 143
Refrigerators . 118 124 142 141
Sugar . ‘ . 111 106 g1 105+
Meat . . 112¢ 105 99 102
Butter . . 116 102 102 108¢
Shoes. .. . 109 107 129 109+
Cotton fabrics . 107 105 108 104
Woollen fabrics 108 106 107 103
Silk fabries .. . . 96 102 108 105

Source: Reports on fulfilment of plans; national statistical
bulletins.

= Including motor scoolers.

i Excluding Esstern Germany, for which dutu for 1960 are
not available.

¢ Industrisl output only

4 Txcluding Romaunia, for which data for 1960 are not
available,

radios as well as the reduction in the rate of increase
in the production of textiles and shoes seems to have

Table 6-11.

resulled from government decisions taken in anticipa-
tion of changes in demand for these goods.’

In most countries the rise in industrial production
was achieved mainly or entirely through substantial in-
creases in outpul per man (see table 6-11). In Eastern
Germany and Poland industrial employment remained
stationary and the rise in production was achieved al-
most entirely through increases in output per man. Only
in Bulgaria did employment increase at a much higher
rate than output per man. In the Soviet Union, these
two factors contributed about equally to the increase
in production ; both increased by about 5 per cent. How-
ever, outpul per man-hour increased by 10 per cent, the
diflerence being due to a 5 per cent reduction in average
working hours. In Poland and Romania the rate of in-
crease in oulpul per man rose from about 7 per cent
in 1959 to 11 per cent in 1960, In the remaining eastern
European countiies the growth of output per man either

slowed down or exceeded only slightly the rate achieved
in 1959

In mainland China, judging from the transfer of
manpower from industry to agriculture, there was ap-
parently an increase in the output per man of industrial
workers. In 1958 and 1959 the rapid increase in indus-
trial employment seems to have been associated with a

"By and large, the production targets for these goods were
gchieved in most countries.

Indices of Industrial Employment and Output per Man

{Preceding year =100}

1950
Counkry and item 1056 1457 1858 16558 19610 (plapned)
Bulgaria
Industrial employment 105.2 115.1 107.0 116.9 1107 109.0
Output per man 1072 99.3 167.1 103.0 102.7» 105.7
Czechoslovalia
Industrial employment . 1024 103.7 103.6 103.5 104.4 102.7
Qutput per man 106.8 106 3 1074 107.1 106.9 107.3
Eustern Germany
Industrial employment . 96.7 103 6 1026 1021 100.1
Output per man 109.9 103.9 108.7 116.0 1082
Hungary
Industrial employment .. 102.1 1609 104.0 106.1 166.5 1040
Output per man. . . . 89.0 111.3 108.0 104.7 105.6 104.0
Poland
Industrial employment. . 104.2 103.5 i01.0 1014 100.1 100.1
Output per man 047 105.8 108.4 1076 1108 107.0
Romania
Industrizl employment 101.6 100.2 1603.6 103 .8 105.3 103.0
Cutput per man.. 108.7 108.2 105.8 1070 1110 111.0
USSR
Industrial employment . 104.0 103.0 102.6 103.4 104.8 ..
Output per man 107.0 106.5 106.6 1074 1050 105.0

Source: See table 6.1.
* Qutput per production worker

b State industry.
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fall in average output per man resulting from lack of
skill on the part of newly employed labour; in many
instances the new workers served as trainees rather than
as production workers. But even apart from this, the

number of workers hired during that period consider.
ably exceeded requirements. The reduction of this re.
dundant labour {orce scems to have been a factor raising
the average outpul per man in industry in 1960,

National income, investment and retail trade

The rate of increase in national income in 1960 was
the same as in 1959 in the Soviet Union but it was higher
in Czechoslovakia and lower in all other countries. The
decline in growth rate was very small in Poland but
more significant in Hungary and Romania, and espe-
cially marked in Bulgariza In mainfand China, for
which comprehensive data are nol available, the slack-
ening in the expansion of industry and the fall in agri-
cultural production probably reduced the rate of
increase in national product very sharply. In all coun-
tries, except in Czechoslovakia, the actual rates of in-
crease achieved in 1960 were lower than the rates
planned for that year. These differences were significant
in Hungary and Romania, and especially greal in Bul-
garia and mainland China (see table 6-12) .

in most countries, fixed investment increased at a
considerably slower rate than in 1959, the greatest de-
celeration eccurring in Bulgaria and in Hungary—by
27 and 31 percenlage poinis, respectively. In the Soviet
Union, the rate of inecrease in investment remained
practically unchanged. The only country where invest-
ment accelerated in 1960 was Romania, where the rate
of increase rose from about 17 per eent in 1959 1o
26 per cent in 1900. A slackening in the rate of growth
in investmenl was provided for in the plans of most
countries, but, in fact, the 1ates actually achieved were
in most cases lower than anticipated. In the Soviet Union
and in Romania, the plan for 1960 provided for an
acceleration ol investment; in the former country the
difference between planned and actual increase in in-

Table 6-12.

vestmenl was slight, but in the latter, it was significant.
In the Soviet Union, the slight under-fulfitment of the
investment plan was largely duoe to the fact that de
tiveries of machinery and equipment were 5 per cent
lower than planned; the construction targets came close
te being fulfilled.

The allocation of investment by industrial branch
underwent significant changes in most countries in 1960.
In the Soviet Union the changes in the rates of increase
in investment in 1959 and 1960 are shown by the lol-
lowing indices (preceding year = 100):

19589 1961
Chemical industry 159.0 133.0
Metaliurgical industry 122.0 112.0
Oil and gas industry .. 114.0 110.0
Electric power stations 104.0 104.0
Machine building industry 139.0 123.0
Building materials - 116.0
Timber, paper and wood-working industries  117.0 106.0
Light izuhlsl)'y and food industry 134.0 115.0
Transport and communications 121.0 1120
Agricultures I Y ¢ 119.0
Cultural and health services 1180 120.0

= State investment, excluding investment of collective farms.

There was a sharp deceleration in the growth of in.
vestment in the chemical and metal industries, as well
as in engineering, light industry and {ood production.
State investment in agriculture inereased by 19 per
cent in 1960, whereas in 1959 it fell by about 13 per
cenl. It should be noted that, despite the deceleration
in investment in almost all industries listed in the table,

Indices of National Income, Retail Sales and Investment®

(Preceding year =100)

Nationol income

Country 58 1954 1960 1868

Petail sales Inveslmenth

1958 1055 1966 1960 1958 19459 1960

{plennied} (plarerned)
Bulgaria. 1068 1216 1070 1215 1107 1189 1116 1142 1145 1480 1212
Czechoslovakia 1079 1060 10B8 1060 1011 1072 1074 1027 1137 1196 1126
Eastern Germanyr 1109 1085 . 1006 1102 1070 . 1169 1154 1090
Hungary . . 1062 1080 1055 1099 046 1126 1160 1052 1153 1408 1100
Poland. . 105.6 1053 105.0 1057 1054 1164 1020 1050 1167 1172 1065
Romania 1034 1131 10840 1125 983 1060 11537 1060 1091 1167 1264
USSR 1.3 1080 1080 1090 1062 1080 1110 1070 1136 1120 1115

Seurce: National statistical yearbooks; feports on [ulfilment
of plans and replies of Governments to the United Nations
questionnaire of November 1964 on economie trends, problems
and policies.

= In constant prices except where otherwise indicated

¥ TFor Bulgaria, eentrafly planned investment; lor Crecho-

slovakie, Eastern Germany and Poland, total investimeni; for
Hungary, Romania and the Soviet Union, state and co-operative
investment  Figures for Crechoslovakin are of a2 somewhat
narrower eoverage than those given in United Nations, Horld
Economic Survey, 1950 (Sales No.; 6011 C 1)

= In current prices



29264

Panr II. CusRENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS

total stale investment increased at approximately the
same 1ate in 1960 as in 1959.8

Changes in the rates of increase of investment in
various industries in other centrally planned economies
are shown in table 6-13. It appears from these data that,
as in the Soviet Union, the share of agriculture in total
investment increased in Bulgaria, Hungary and Poland,
but it fell in Romania and Czechoslovakia. In the fust
two countries and in Romania, there was also an increase
in the share of housing. The share of industry increased
in Hungary and Romania, but fell in Bulgaria, Czecho-
slovakia and Poland.

The volume of retail trade increased at a lower rtate
than in 1952 in Bulgaria, Eastern Germany, Hungary
and Poland. In Czechoslovakia, the rate of increase was
vittually unchanged, while in the Soviet Union and in
Romania it exceeded the rate of 1959. In several coun-
tries, the actual increases in sales were greater than
planned, but Bulgaria and Poland [ailed to fulfil their
plans for the expansion of retail sales. In most countries
the rise in retail sales was associated with continuing
shifts in demand from food to non-food consumer geods.
This is clearly indicated by the indices of retail sales
shown below {preceding year = 100):

Foad MNon-food
1959 1960 1959 1960
Czechoslovakia, . 1064 102.4 109.0 113.9
Eastern Germany.. 107.8 104.3 114.6 110.3
Hungary .. . . 110.7 109.8 1144 110.2
Poland. . . . 1058 1053=%» 1164 96,7=
Romania . 102,00 11100 1080 1200

» Computed on the basis of the first nine months of the year
b Excluding public catering.

In mosl countries for which data are available, the sales
of consumer goods other than food inereased in both
1959 and 1960 at a considerably higher rate than sales

& The apparent discrepancy cannit be readily explained owing
to lack of adequate data relating to other industries, notably
coal, housing and local industries The rise in investment in agri-
culture could not compensate for the decline in other sectors
because of its relatively low share in the total

of food. During preceding years, a similar trend was
noticeable in the Soviet Union and Bulgaria, for which
countries no data are available for 1960,

The indices of national income, retail sales and gross
fixed investment assembled in table 6-12 do not provide
inlormation sufficient for estimating changes in the
allocation of natienal product in any detail. For Czecho-
slovakia, apart from the data on gross fixed investment
and retail sales, there are also available indices of per-
sonal consumption, indicaling an increase of 9 per cent
in 1960 or about the same 1ise as in national produet.

The only two countries for which more detailed in-
formation on the allocation of national income could
he derived from availahle statisties were Bulgaria and
Poland. In Bulgaria, as shown in table 6-14, total con-
sumption increased by about 5 per cent, accumulation®
by about 3 per cent and national income by 7 per cent,
the higher increase in national income being accounted
for by a decline in nel imports. The difference between
the 12 per cent increase in retail sales and the 5 per
cent increase in consumption may have been due to a
shift from on-the-farm consumption to the purchase of
food from co-operatives and the state network of trade *
The difference hetween the 21 per cent increase in gross
fixed investment, as depicted in table 6-12, and the
3 per cent increase in accumulation in table 6-14 is not
easily explainable owing Lo lack of data.”

In Poland, consumption in 1960 increased only
slightly less than retail sales; net fixed investment rose

? Accwmulation is defined as net fixed investment plus capital
repairs and changes in inventories.

16 It should be noted thut datz on consumption in 1980 relate
to total consumption, which includes personal as well as social
consumption. Personal consumption might have increased some-
what more than 5 per cent.

1 {3ress fixed investment refates only to outlays of centralized
funds, whereas accumulation includes total net fixed investment
plus capital repairs and changes in inventories. The difference
hetween the two figares may, therefore, be due 1o changes in
inventory accumulation and to lower rates of growth of outlays
from nen-centralized funds in the state as well as in other sectors
of the economy.

Table 6-13. Indices of Gross Fixed Investment, by Sector

(Preceding year = 100}

Sector Bulyurie Crechoslovakio Hungary Palurid Remania
' 1959 1968 1960 1559 1960 19539 1968 1959 1960
Industry 144 119 112 135 113 117 104 109 129
Agricultures. 177 159 112 211 132 107 114 131 110
Trade . - o 140 96 135 103 .
Transport and communications 129 112 107 150 126 116 e S
Housing .. 116 121 110 100 110 156
Publie utilities . 161 124 c 137 102 c A
Social and cultaral services .. 122v }}“15 90{ 128 113 119 111
Torar 148 21 113 137 110 117 107 117 126

Source: Reports on lulfilment of plans; Recznil Statystycany,
1960 (Warsaw); Statisztikei Havi Kézlemenyek, No "2, 1961
{Budapest)

& Lxeluding {:rivum and collective farms
b Health and seciad security only. Investment in education,
physical culture and the like increased by 18 per cent
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Table 6-14. Bulgaria and Poland: Allocation of National Income
Bulgario Poland
Inerense Increuse
Hem 19458 I05% . 1860s from 1954 1968 1559 184 Srom 1559
(billions of leva nd 1857 prices) I 1360 (hillions of zlotys al 1358 prices) to 1960
{percentage) (percentuye}
Consumption . 273 305 32.0 5 255.3 2716 275.7 1.5
Personal consumption 25.2 28.1 230.6 344.1
Social consumption 2.1 24 . . 247 27.5 . e
Accumulation 6.5 1531 13.5 3 TP5 84.1 89.1 6.0
Net investment. 338 629 64.8 3.0
Increase in stock . . 237 21.2 243 146
Total, above items 33.8 3.7 45.5 4 132.8 3557 364.8 25
Balance of foreign trade 0.5 2.0 {9 —11.5 174 —9.6
Nationa] income 343 417 44.6 7 3213 338.3 355.2 5.0

Source: Trybune Lude (Warsaw), 9 February 1961; Rabet-
richesko Delo (Sofin), 17 December 1960, 28 January 1961;
Reocznil: Statystyczny, 1960; Statisticheski Godishnik ne Naredna
Respublica H,ufgar!a, 1960 (Sofia)

& Estimates of components of national income in 1960 were
derived {rom data on national income, sccumulation and the

by about 3 per cent and the change in invenlories by
15 per cent, bringing about a 6 per cent increase in
accumulation. The sum of investment and consumption
increased much less than national income, reflecting a
sharp fall in net imports. Accumulation increased in
1960 in relation to both national income and consump-
tion.

The eflect of these changes in the allocation of na-
tional income on the supply and demand situation can-
not be ascertained, owing to lack of data on disposable
personal income. It seems, however, that in most coun-
tries the increases in income payments and the demand
for consumer goods did nol exceed the rise in supply.
In some countries, restrictions imposed on the growth
of income seem to have reduced or even eliminated the
pressure that had developed in the preceding year. In
other centraily planned cconomies, however, certain
pressure continued to be felt, either on lotal supplies
or on supplies of specific goods As in the preceding
year, the rising demand {or meat could not be fully
satisfied in several countries, owing to a less than pro-
portionale increase in supply.

Table 6-15.

balance of trade in foreign trade prices which has been revalued
in domestic prices Consumption was derived as a residual. The
estimated figures are to be viewed as approximations showing
the direction of changes rather than indicating their exact
magnitude.

In most countries, a factor iestraining the rise in
demand in relation 1o supply of consumer goods was
the fact that average money wages were not allowed
to increase as rapidly as output per man. As shown in
table 6-15, Bulgaria was the only counlry in which
money wages rose more than output per man. The rise
in oulput per man relative to wages was most significant
in Hungary and Poland. In the latter country, oulput
per man rose in 1960 by almost 11 per cent, while
average money wages increased by only about 2 per
cent. The 1otal wage bill. which in 1959 increased by
about 11 per cent. rose in 1960 by about 3 per cent.
Bul since the tolal of pensions, subsidies and social
seeurity benefits declined slightly in 1960, total non-
farm income increased less than the wage bill. Money
income of the agricultural population derived from
sales 1o the state purchasing agencies does not seem Lo
have increased more than nen-farm income, since de-
Hveries of grain declined and those of meat and milk
remained at their 1959 level It appears, therefore, that
lotal meney incomes tose only slightly more than sup-
plies of consumer goods Prices in state and co-opera-

Indices of Ontput per Man and of Money and Real Wages in Industry”

{Preceding year =100}

1hak 159 560

Country Chatprl Monex Meal Cutput Afoney Feal Outpul Afoney

per man wagey unges per mun reages wnyes per man ages

Bulgaria 1071 1022 1024 1062 163 5 1045 1627 106.9
Crechoslovakia 107.4 1021 021 1071 102 2 1046 106.9 133 Ot
Eastern Germany 1087 1032 1.9 110.0 .. . 10g.2 105.0

Hungary 108.3 1013 010 104 7 103 6 1643 106.2 101.7

Poland 108 4 105 .6 038 1076 1678 Lk 110.8 021
Romanid 105.8 111 Q¢ 107.0 165.0» 1110 109.04

Source: Reports on fulfilment of plans; national
statistical yearbooks and bulletins

* Wages relate to averase carnings per worker
" Average carnings in all sectors of the economy
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tive retail trade, as well as on the free market, increased,
on the average, by about one per cent. Bemand for
certain goods, however, caused substantial pressure on
supply; thus food prices in state trade 1ose by about
5 per cent and prices of meat on the free market in-
ereased as much as 12 per cent. The cost of living of a
worker’s family appears lo have increased more than
2 per cent and real wages seem 1o have been slightly
reduced.

In Hungary, as in Poland, the much smaller rise in
wages than in oulput per man was a factor tending teo
restrain the demand for consumer goods in relation to
the supply. Average wages in stale industiy ineressed
by less than 2 per cent, but real wages may have risen
even less because of increases in the cost of living which
in the Budapest area amounted to 1.4 per cent. The
changes in the money income of the farm pepulation
cannot be ascertained owing 1o lack of adequate data.
As in Poland. the pressure of demand for particulas
[oods was reflected In price increases on the free market,
as indicated by the 14 per cent rise which oecurred in
1960 in Budapest,

In Bulgaria, unlike Poland and Hungary, average
money wages in industry increased in 1960 more than
output per man, tending o raise demand relatively to
supply, Average wages {or the economy as a whole seem
to have risen about 8 per cent. The rise in the total wage
bill was even greater, probably exceeding the 12 pex
cent advance in retail sales. Bul money income of agri-
cultural producers seems to have increased less, partly
in connexion with population shifts from agriculture to
non-agricullural occupations. It seems, nevertheless, that
total money income of the population derived from the
sale of goods and services to the State rose in 1960 more
than retail sales, although the magnitude of this dif-
ference cannot be ascertained. The pressure of demand
upon supply of consumer goods, or more specifically,
on food, was reflected in price increases on collective
farm markets which, after falling in 1959, rose in 1960,
as shown by the following indices {preceding year =
100) :

Tt 1560
First quarter : 93.0 165.7
Second quarter 988 134 5
Third quarter 90.4 i13.1

These increases indicate that supplies of particular
{oods, especially mieat, did not increase in line with
rising demand, The difficulties encountered in increas-

ing the supply of meat in Bulgaria are best indicated
by lhe fact that, while the 1960 plan provided for a
17 per cent increase in sales of meat, actual sales in state
and co-operative trade in the first six months of 1960
increased by only 3.3 per cent as compared with the
corresponding period in 1959,

In Czechoslovakia and Romania, the supply and de-
mand situation seems to have improved substantially,
bringing about a reduclion in the prices of consumer
zooils, In Czechoslovakia the savings to consumers due
to price reduction amounted to 1.8 billion kerunas, or
some 2 pet cent of retail sales. Average real earnings of
wage and salary earners increased by more than the
3 per cent rise in money wage ales, Apart from the
rise in wages, the real income of the urban population
was augmented through increases in pensions and re-
ductions in certain school fees. The personal money
income of agricultural producers increased substan-
tially in 1960 as a result of higher output and increased
sales. The average remuneration of members of collec-
tive farms (in cash and in kind) rose in 1960 by 10
per cent,

In Romania also, the improvement in the supply of
consumer goods relative to demand was reflected in a
reduction in retail prices in state and co-eperative trade.
Average money wages increased by 9 per cent and real
wages by 11 per cent. In addition, pensions were raised
on the average by 26 per cent in 1960.

In the Soviet Union, the real average per capita in-
come of the working population increased by 5 per cent
in 1960, This increase inchuded, however, not only the
money carnings of urban and rural workers (net of
taxes) but also income in kind, pensions and aid, and
the computed value of housing subsidies and state-
provided services such as education and health, It is
probable that the real income of the urban population
increased by more, and that of the rural pepulation by
fess, than the 5 per cent average. This is suggested by
the fact that agricultural output increased by less than
5 per cent. Since the number of agricultural producers
does not seem to have changed appreciably and since
prices received for sales of agricultural products, as
well as the share of income distribuled among members
of collective farms, seem to have remained relatively
stable, it is probable Lhal the per capita income of agri-
cultural producers did net increase more than the total
output of agricufture,

Foreign trade

The turnover of foreign trade {exports plus imports)
of all the centrally planned economies excepting main-
land China expanded by 8 per cent in 1960 (sec table
6-16). Although considerably less than the rate of
growth of 19 per cent experienced in 1959, the 1960

growih 1ate was none the less higher than that of 1958
and was about equal to the average for the second hall
of the nineteen fifties.

The deceleration was common to all countries of the
group except Romania, where the rate of increase in
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Table 6-16.

Foreign Trade Turnover

1958 1359 96 Yalue of trade 1960
Counlry (Indices, preceding year-100) (millions of roubles)®

Bulgaria . 105.3 141.4 115.7 4,847
Czechoslovakia | 104.6 115.9 112.4 15,238
Lastern Germany .. 104.1 115.2 106.0 17,440
Hungary . 112.3 1183 117.3 7,391
Paland . . 102.6 1123 169.0 11,282
Romania 105.0 107.8 1111 4,556
USSR, S . 103.9 1215 105.0 44,159

TOTAL, COUNTRIES E1STED ABOVE  104.5 1185 108.5 104,913

Souree: Reporis on {ulfilment of plans; national
statistien] yearbooks and bulletins; Statisztikai Havi
Kazlemenyek, No. 2, 1961,

« Exports plus imports. Indices for 1958 and

foreign trade turnover in 1960 was 3 percentage points
grealer than in 1959 The slackening in the rate was
greatest in Bulgaria, where a 41 per cent increase in
1959 gave way to a 16 per cent increase, and in the
Soviet Union. where the increase in 1960 was only
5 per cent as compared with 21 per cent in the preceding
year. These were the two countries that had experienced
the greatest acceleration in the rate of advance in 1959.
Eastern Germany was another country where the slack-

Table 6-17. Exports and Imports
{Milliens of roubles)

Cauniry and {tem 1858 1954 14560
Bzzl_gﬂfia.
Lxporis 1,494 1,869 2,32]
Imports . 1,467 2,319 2,526
éulancc . 27 ~ 440 —205
zechoslovakia
Exports. 6,053 6,508 7,976
Im}gorls 5,429 6,410 7,262
alance 624 498 714
Eastern Germany
Exports 7,559 8,486
Imports. 6,719 7,969
alance 840 517
Hungary
Exports 2,767 3,102 3,506
Imports . . 2,554 3,196 3,885
nlance 213 Q. —379
Poland
Exports. 4,238 4,581 5,303
Imports. 4,907 5,678 5.978
alance — 669 - 1,097 —675
Romania
Exports 1,873 2,000
Imports . 1,927 2,007
alance —54 83
USSR
Exports 17,191 21,763
Imports 17,398 20,293
alance. —207 1,470

Seurce: Sec table 6-16

1659 differ from those in United Nations, World
Evonomic Survey, 1959 because of revision of dala.

® Converted into roubles at official rates of
exchange.

ening of growth in foreign trade turnover was consider-
able in 1960. In Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Poland,
the rate of advance was between one and 3 percentage
points lower than in 1959,

Separate data on imports and exports are available
for only four countries, three of which improved their
trade balances in 1960. Bulgaria and Poland, each of
which experienced trade deficits in 1959 amounting to
24 per cent of exports, succeeded in expanding their
exports in 1960 at a greater rate than imports, thereby
reducing their deficits by 50 and 40 per cent respec-
tively (see table 6-17). In Hungary, on the other hand,
the relatively mino: deficit of 1959 increased fourfold
in 1960 because of a considerable rise in imports. In
Czechoslovakia, exports advanced more than imports,
with the result that net exports, which had declined in
1959, rose substantially in 1960,

Data oh changes in the commodity composition of
the trade of the centrally planned cconomies in 1960
are available [or only three countries (see table 6-18).
These data indicate a further increase in the share of
machinery in the exports of all three countries, as well
as in the imports of Czechoslovakia and Hungary. The
increasing importance of trade in machinery and equip-
ment seems to be common 1o all the centraily planned
economies and is partly attributable to the general
tendency towards a greater division of lahour among
them, which has been reflected in increased national
specialization in the production of different types of
machinery and equipment.

In Czechoslovakia and Hungary the inerease in the
share of machinery and equipment in exports was asso-
ciated with a decline in the aggregate share of food,
agricultural raw materials and manulactured consumer
goods. In Poland, however, the share of manufactured
consumer goods continued to rise whereas that of fuels
and industrial raw malerials declined.

Changes in the geographic distribution of trade among
the centrally planned economies in 1960 cannot be ade-
qualely assessed because of limitalions of the available
data. Concerning countries for which data are available,
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Table 6-18. Commodity Composition of Foreign
Trade of Centrally Planned Economies, Selected
Countries

(Percentages of total exports and total imports)

Country and ilem 1958 1859 1860
Czechoslovalia
Exports:
Machinery and equipment 43.4 44.1 44.6
Fuels and industrial raw
materials . . 31.1 29,1 295
Food and agricultuzal raw
materials. . 7.1 6.5 5.8

Manufactured consumer goé&s 184 203 204
Imports:

achinery and equipment. . 187 203 216
Fuels and industrial raw
materizgls . . 547 53.0 531
Food and agsicultural raw
materials ‘ 231 236 220
Manufactured eonsumer goods 3.5 28 33
Hungary
Exports:
achinery and equipment 358 34.6 379
T'uels and industrial raw
maletials . . . 235 23.6 23.1
Food and sgricuitural raw
materigls . . 22.8 237 20.8
Manufactured consumer goods  17.9 19.1 18.2
Imports:
Machinery and equipment . 168 254 267
Fuels and industrial raw
materials . . 701 60.9 59.7
Food and agricultural raw
materials . 85 5.0 8.5
Manufactured consumer goads 4.6 4.7 5.1
Poland
Exports:
Machinery and equipment 268 263 280
Fuels and industrsal 1aw
maierials o 50.8 49.0 43.8
Food and agricultural raw
materials . 6.9 18.2 181
Manufactured consumer goods 5.5 65 01
Imports:
Machinery and equipment 26.7 275 271
Fuels and industrial raw
materials ‘ 539 48 5 51.5
Food and agricuhtural raw
maierials : 11.0 169 16.0
Manufactured consumer goods 8.4 740 54

Source: See {able 6-16

the share of the Soviet Union in the trade of Eastern
Germany declined from ahout 46 to 42 per cent of the
total and in the trade of Czechoslovakia from about 36
to 34 per eent. In Czechoslovakia the shift was hoth
towards trade with the other European centrally
planned economies and with the rest of the world (see
table 6-19) . The geographie pattern of Polish and Hun-
garian trade remained virtually unchanged in 1960, ex-
cept for a slight increase in the share of the rest of the

world in the trade of the latter country. In the aggregate,
the proportion of the trade of these four countries that
is conducted with the Soviet Union fell from about 37
per cent in 1959 to 35 per cent in 1960.12

A comparison of data on the total trade of the Euro-
pean centrally planned economies shown in table 6-19
with the indices of the trade of these countries with
the rest of the world shown in table 6-20, indicates that
the share of the 1est of the world ineressed in the total
trade of both the Soviet Union and the other European
centrally planned economies. Thus, whereas the total
trade of the Soviet Union in 1960 was 5 per cent higher
than in 1959, its trade with the rest,of the world was
greater by some 22 per cent. Similarly, the total trade
of Earopean centrally planned economies other than
the Soviet Union rose by 11 per cent while their trade
with the rest of the world rose by 16 per cent.

The 1rade of all centrally planned economies with the
rest of the world expanded in 1960 at a considerably
greater rate than in 1959 and its percentage increase
was greater than that of world trade as a whole. The
acceleration in the tate of growth from 65 per cent in
1959 to over 16 per cent in 1960 was due in laige parnt
to the expansion of the trade of eastern Furopean coun-
tries at a rate of increase which was about twice that of
1659, The acceleration in the trade of the Soviet Union
with the rest of the world was considerably smaller but
none the less substantial. On the other hand, the trade
of mainland China with countries not belonging to the
aroup of centrally planned economies, which had fallen
by 10 per cent in 1959, rose by about 6 per cent in 1960.

Whereas in 1959, for the group as a whole, the rate
of growth of exports to the rest of the world came quite
close to the rate of growth of imports, in 1960 it was
significantly lower. In effect, net imports rose from
about #43 million in 1959 to $230 million in 1960. This
increase resulted from the emergence of a deficit in
Soviet trade and a rise in the tiade deficits of the other
castern Luropean countries, which were only partly off-
set by the small export surplus of mainland China. The
deheit incurred by the Seviet Union was brought about
mainly by a fall in its net exports in trade with western
Europe and a rise in its import surplus in trade with
Latin Amertica; the deficit in its tracde with Asia and
the Far East declined. The larger trade deficits of other
eastern European countries were due mainly to higher
net imports in trade with Canada and the United States
and with Asia and the Far Last. The slight export sur-
plus of mainland China reflected mainly a fall in its
nel imports in trade with western Furepe and an in-
crease in its net exports in trade with Asia and the
Far Last.

The very considerable expansion of trade with the
rest of the world was associated with some changes in

121 1959 the total trade of these four countries accounted
for about 88 per cent of the total trade of “other castern Europe”
and for about 80 per cent of the group’s trade with the Sovie
Union




CHAPTER 0.

RECENT TRENDS IN GENTRALLY PLANNED ECONOMILS 231

Table 6-19. Geographical Distribution of Trade of Centrally Planned Economies

{Exports plus imports in milliens of roubles)

Cenfrally planned ceonomivs

Test n]f the

Coundry and year ) tHher castern China and waorlds Tolal
Ussn Europe wlher Asin
Bulgaria
1958, . e . ‘ 1,575 848 78 460 2,961
1959 . . 2,185 1,118 78 807 4,188
1660 o o - . . . 4,847
cechoslovalia
1958 o o 3,796 3,221 912 3,553 11,482
1959 . o 4,741 3,763 976 3,838 13,318
1960= . . A . oo 5,126 4,7314 811+ 4,540 15,238
Fustern Germany
. 6,160 3,172 1,087 3,909 14,278
1559 . o o 7,644 3,854 1,609 3,948 16,455
1960 . e 7,4001 . . 17,440
Hungary
1958 . 1,429 1,737 427 1,729 5,322
1959 . . . 1,853 2,013 404 2,028 6,298
1960 o . L 2,195 2,384 4102 2,410 7,361
Poland
1958 . . . 2,397 2,238 479 4,031 0,145
1959.. . . . 3,061 2,703 473 4,022 10,259
1960 - . o - 3,422 2,967 467 4,426 11,282
Romania
1958 . , . 1,057 775 196G 878 3,800
1959 . o . 1,939 1,033 274 851 4,097
1960 ‘ . ‘ . . 4,556
USSR
1958 18,103 7,001 9,485 34,589
1959 21,879 9,377 10,800 42,056
1960 .. 44,159
To1al, shove countries
1958 17.314 30,094 10,124 24,045 81,577
1959 . . 21,423 36,363 12,591 26,204 896,671
1960 . o . o ‘ 104,913

Source: Reports on fullibment of plans; national
statistical yearhooks and bulletins,

» Including trade with Yugoslavia

" China (mainland) and North Kores only

¢ Dta on distribution estimated on the basis of
eleven months.

4 Because of the lnck of adequate statisties, the
trade with "other Asian countries’ and Yuposlavia
is included In {959 the volume of the Czecho-
slovakinn trade with Yugoslavin was edqual to
131 millen roubles and with “other Asian coun.

ils geographieal distribution. These were brought about
by more than proportional increases in trade with
Canada, the United States. Latin America, Africa and
Yugoslavia. and less than proportional increases in trade
with the Middle East, Asia and the Far Fast and Fin-
land. Trade with western Lurope, Australia and New
Zealand expanded at only a slightly higher rate than
total east-west trade.

A particalarly high rate of increase was achieved in
trade with Canada and the United States. Trade with
this region had risen substantially in 1958 but the expan-

tries” (Mongolia, North Kores and North Viet
Nam), 184 million roubles. The corresponding
figures for 1958 were 160 and 122 million roubles.

* Mainland China only.

f Derived from the article in Elonomicheskeya
Gazete (Moscow), 24 February 1961, sccording to
which the trade of Eastern Germany with the
Soviet Union is to attain 1 9 billion new roubles in
1961, or 13 per cent more than in 1960. The im-
plied value of trade in 1960, expressed in old
roubles, amounts to 7,400 hillion roubles.

sion came to a virtual halt in 1959, The 50 per cent
advance in 1960 reflected an 87 per cent rise in imports
white exporls remained practically unchanged. Imports
by Eurepean centrally planned economies, other than
the Sotviet Union, from Canada and the United States,
abieady relatively substantial in 1959, rose by 75 per
cent, while the less significant imporis of the Soviet
Union and mainland China rose about two and five times,
respectively, Trade with Latin America also expanded
at a very high rate but ils exact magnitude cannot be
ascerlained because of lack of data on exporls to Caba.
Trade with Africa rose 25 per cent, o1 at a somewhat
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Table 6-20. Trade of Centrally Planned Economies with Rest of the World"
(Millions of dollars)

Obfrer eastern European

Savief Unien aounlricst ¢ China {mainlsnd)h Tolal
Area and yeur B
Exports Imporls Exrperis tmparls Frporls Tmports Erparls Imparty
Canada and Uniied States
1958 193 229 54.0 1135 8.7 7.3 79.6 143.7
1959 30.6 20.7 620 1060 5.2 17 97.8 128.4
1960 . 26.1 16.5 67.2 1850 5.6 8.7 98.9 240.2
Latin America®
1938 19.} 483 81.4 994 2.4 114 1029 159.1
1959 282 441 100.7 104 4 0.2 23 120.1 150.8
1960 181 114.7 91.1 1319 0.7 180 109.9 264.6
Middle East
1958 117.6 129 ¢ 191.1 133.8 22.5 13.8 331.2 300.6
1959 114.2 113.8 153.2 1382 260 393 293 4 291.3
1960 102.4 130.9 150.0 142 8 357 58.6 288.1 332.3
Western Euraper ¢
1958 . 6017 472.8 1,078.8 1,008.3 183 4 152.4 1,8639 1,933.5
1959 7382 484.6 1,163.9 1,186.5 213.0 393.9 2,115.1 2,065.0
1960 8699 710.0 1,372.8 1,304.2 2529 370 4 2,195.6 2,384 6
Finland
1958 120.2 133.7 34.0 50.7 3.9 8.4 1871 192.8
1959 . . 1473 140.0 55.5 40 2 4.7 16.5 2075 196.7
1960 1480 140.6 60.0 44 8 6.0 55 2140 1903
Yugoslavia
1958 . 57.8 36.6 136.9 870 1.5 4.6 196.2 i28.2
1959 57.6 47.2 112.5 100.2 2.6 14 172.7 148.8
1960 57.2 528 155.6 1275 0.5 12 2133 18L.5
Asia and the Far East
1958 . 100.4 146.2 53.0 68.9 4376 208.8 591.0 423.9
1959 1138 353.2 62.5 836 354.2 170.9 530.5 507.7
1960 158.8 2250 1.7 1320 376.0 178.0 606.5 535.0
Australic and New Zealand
1958 . . 15 1.9 10.3 985.1 G4 298 212 86.8
1959 1.0 123 78 57.0 84 7.0 172 166.3
1960, 12 39.4 9.7 54.0 1.7 310 22.6 124 .4
Africa
1958 5.0 245 42.1 18.0 24.2 127 713 552
1959 3.3 48.8 46.0 180 214 21.5 76.7 88.3
1960 300 65.8 48.0 24.5 12.0 259 90.0 116.2
Total
1958 1,051.6 1,015.9 1,702.2 1,634,7 690.6 7792 3,444.4 3,429.8
1959 1,240.2 1,164.7 1,764.1 1,834.1 635.7 684.5 3,640.0 3,683.3
1960 1,411.7 1,525.1 2.026.1 2,146.7 701.1 697.3 4,138.9 4,369.1

Satrce: United Nations, Direction of International Trade, Sta-
tistical Papers, Series T, 2 joint publication of the Statistical
Office of tEe United Nations, the International Monetary Fund
and the Imternational Bank for Reconstruction snd Develop-
ment (Sales No.: 60.XVI{12); estimates of the Division of
General Tconomic Research and Policies of the United Nations
Seeretariat; Statisches Bundesamt, Wirtschaft und Statistik, No. 3,
1961 (Mainz).

» Exports from and imports to the centrally planned econo-

lower rate than in the preceding year. This expansion
reflected a 30 per cent increase in imports and a 17 per
cent rise in exports. The 23 per cent growth in trade
with Yugoslavia resulted about equally from increases
in exports and imports, and stemmed mainly from a 33
per cent rise in trade with the eastern European countries
other than the Soviet Union.

mies, as derived from data published by their trading partners
outside the group; data relate to the whole year In some cases
estimates were made on the basis of several months of 1960

o Timports from Cube in 1960 estimated on the basis of the
sugar trade exclusively. Exports to Cuba net included in 1960

e Including trade between Eastern Germany and the Federal
Republic of Germany.

4 General exports included for the United Kingdom,

Trade with western Europe, the most important trad-
ing region, rose by about 17 per cent, reflecting an
increase of 18 per cent in exports and of 15 per cent in
imports. These changes differed significantly from those
in the preceding year, when exports rose by about 14
per cent but imports by only 7 per cent. Soviet exports
to western Europe, which rose by 23 per cent in 1959,
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were 18 per cent higher in 1960 but imports grew by
47 per cent as compared with 3 per cent in the preceding
year. Opposile changes occurred in the trade of the
other eastern Ruropean counlries; the rate of growth
of their exports accelerated {rom 8 to 18 per cent, but
the growth rate of imports decelerated from 18 1o 10
per cent. Mainland China expanded its exports to the
area at a shightly greater rate than in the preceding
year, while its imports continued to decline, although
at a lower rate. Trade with Australin and New Zealand,
having shown a 14 per cent increase in 1959, increased
by 19 per cent in 1960 as a result of an inercase in trade
of the Soviet Union that was only partly offset by 2
decline in the trade of the other centrally planned
ECONOMIes.

The rate of growth of the trade of the centrally plan-
ned economies with Asia and the Far East, which

Table 6-21.

expanded at & less than average rate, accelerated from 3
per cenl in 1959 1o about 10 per cent in 1960. This rise
was mainly accounted for by the trade of castern
Euopean countries other than the Soviet Union, which
enfarged their imports from that area by 58 per cent
and their exports by 15 per cent. Soviel exports to Asia
and the Far Last rose by 40 per cent but imports {ell
by 11 per cent. Mainland China’s exporis to this area
advanced by 6 per cent and imports by 4 per cent. The
imporis of all the centrally planned economies from this
area rose by over 5 per cent and exports by more than
14 per cent. Trade with the Middle East, following a
decline of 8 per cent in 1959, rose by 6 per cent in 1960;
this was due to a 14 per cemt increase in imporls, the
effect of which was partly offset by a 2 per cent con-
traclion of exports. Trade with Finland, which had
risent by about 6 per cent in 1959, remained constant in

1960.

(Millions of dollars)

Composition of Trade of Centrally Planned Economies with Rest of the World®

{Mher euslern European

Soviel Lnion cotntrics Chine (mainland) Total
Hem and year
Erporls Tmpuorls Erparts Imports Erports Tmporls Erports Fmporls
Foodstuffs
1958 479 501 150.6 93.9 32.0 6.5 2305 150.5
1959 103.3 353 1602.7 908 206.1 13 2921 126 4
1960 83 4 13 G 2052 1211 506 34 3392 1675
Fats and oils
1958 02 4.0 26 126 55 1.7 16.0
1,959 0.4 33 29 10.4 13 01 6.6 13.8
1960 25 41 3.3 75 113 23 191 13.9
Raw materials
1958 78.6 311 50.9 135.2 208 172 1593 2135
1959 . 102.3 2.7 576 113.7 576 156 2174 151.0
1960 138.2 63.6 858 179 1087 61.5 3328 2731
Mineral fuels and lubricanes
1958 94.3 — o6 1.7 e e 16Y.9 1.7
1959 133.5 02 795 12 .4 01 2134 1h
1960 1550 — 3. 2.2 45 02 2427 2.4
Chemicals
1958 2.6 13.0 39.9 428 3.5 348 58.0 9.6
1959 129 171 4.5 512 1.9 425 62.4 104.9
1960 238 28] 592 69.1 SR 59 87.9 152.1
Machinery and transport equipment
1958 18.0 73.9 669 76.3 0.3 10.1 852 160.3
1959 143 98.2 63.9 98.1 — 240 8.2 220.3
1960 19.6 174.0 6.4 131.3 0.5 23 4 106.5 328.7
Other manufactured goods
1958 734 1654 110.2 162.8 24.3 204 207.9 292.6
1959 397 98.3 1158 156.1 19.5 97.1 194.9 3515
1960 791 1756 166.1 223.5 48.5 1406 203.7 539.7
Total
1958 3250 2775 196.1 5247 Q7.4 123.0 9185 925.2
1959 426 5 268.1 5268 521.5 1311.7 179.8 1,065.1 969.5
1960 501.7 488.4 691.1 027 22906 286.3 L4218 147740

Source: United Nations, Commadity Trade Sttistics, Statistica
Papers, Series D, January.June 1960
» Exports frem and imports into the centrally planned econo.

mies, as recorded by their trading partners, during }nnuall'_;,’-}uzlc
of each year. Trade between Fastern Germany and the Federal

Republic of Germany not included.
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Data on changes in the commodity composition of the
trade of the centrally planned economies with the rest
of the world {see table 6-21) are available only for the
first half of 1960. They are based on information from
a limited number of partner countries, the trade of
which with the centrally planned economies amounted
te only about three-guarters of total east-west trade,
Notwithstanding these limitations, the available infor-
mation permits a few general conclusions about the
composition of this tiade, although the precise magni-
tudes might perhaps have been different if more com-
plete data had been available. The most significant
change in the composition of commodity trade during
the first half of 1960 as compared to the corresponding
period of 1959 was a decline in the shase of foodstuffs
and a rise in thal of raw matetials in both the imports
and the exports of the centrally planned economies.
Another significant change was a fall in the share of
mineral {uels and lubricants and a corresponding rise
in the share of miscellaneous manufactured goeds in

Plans

The plans for economic development in 1961 provide
for a slowing down of the rate of expansion in industrial
production in all the countries listed in table 6-22.*" In
the Soviet Union, the planned deceleration is very small,
amounting only to about one percentage point, but in
Poland and Romania the planned rate is about 3 per-
centage points, and in Hungary and Bulgaria, nearly
5 1o 6 percentage points, below the rate actually achieved
in 1960. Within the industiial sector, output of pro-
ducer goods is generally planned to rise at a higher rate
than that of consumer goods The difference between

13 Dpta are not available for mainland Ching and Eastern
Germany.

Table 6-22.

for

the exports of the centrally planned economies to the
rest of the world.

In 1960 the centrally planned econemies were again,
as in 1959, net importers of chemicals, machinery,
transporiation equipment and other manufactured goods
and net exporters of foodstuffs, raw materials and espe.
cially mineral fuels and lubricants. Changes in the trade
balances of specific commodity groups as measured by
their relation to exports were most significant, during
the period under review, in the trade of the raw mate-
rials group; the export halance fell in absolute terms,
while its ratio to total exports of 1aw materials declined
from 30 per cent in the frst half of 1959 to about 18
per cent in the corresponding period of 1960. Net ex-
ports of food increased slightly and their ratio to total
food exports fell, Whereas imports of fats and oils ex-
ceeded exports during the first six months of 1959, a
net export balance was experienced in the first half of
1960. Net imporis of chemicals and other manufactured
goods increased substantially in absolute terms, while
net imports of machinery and equipment rose sharply.

1961

the planned rates of inerease in these two sectors is quite
considerable in most countries but in Romania it is
negligible.

The advances in industrial production are to be
achieved largely by further increases in outpul per man
and to g much smaller extent by higher levels of em-
ployment. In Bulgaria, however, the planned 1ise in
output per man is only slightly to exceed that scheduled
for employment. By contrast, in Poland, employment is
to be only one per cent higher while output per man is
planned to grow by over 6 per cenl. In most of the cen-
trally planned economies, industrial employment is

Planned Targets for 1961

{Indices, 1960 =100}

Tem Bulyarin  Crechoslovakia Hungary Polund Romania ssn
National income. 1116 . 1070 105.0 115.0 109.0
Gross fixed investment 165.0 107.9 100.0 109.2 124.0 1125
Retail sales. 107.1 104.2 104.6 104.3 115.0 1058
Industrial production 1678 109.3 107.8 1017 1135 1088
Producer goods . 110.0 . 1095 108.9 1138 109.5
Consumer goods. . ... 105.2 .. 105.3 106.4 113.0 106.9
Industrial employment . i03.5 102.6 102.3 101.1 104.1 102.6
Output per man in induslry 104.1 106.5 105.6 166.4 109.6 16690
Agrieultural production 107.1 108.0 1043 119.0 ..
Housing construction .. .. 114.0 110.0 .. 132.0 114.0
Foreign trade turnove: 1089 109.8 1125 108.7 111.0 1065
Exports . 1111 100.8 117.0 L0 :
Imports. 106.7 109.8 108.6 1078

Source: Plans for 1961; replies of Governments to the United Nations questionnaire of November 1960

on economic trends, problems and policies.
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planned to advance at a slower 1ate than in 1960. The
rise in oulput per man is planned to accelerate in
Bulgaria and the Soviet Union, to remain unchanged in
€zechoslovakia and Hungary and to decelerate in Poland
and Romania.

All plans for 1961 place special emphasis on the ex-
pansion of agricultural production, especially animal
hushandry. In the Soviet Union, the area under cultiva-
tion is planned to inerease by 3 million hectares or
about 1.5 per cent and grain production is expected to
exceed the record erops for 1958. Very high rates are
planned for meat, milk and wool, whose outpul is to be
raised by 18, 13 and 12 per cent, respectively. State
investment in agricullure is to rise by about 13 per cemt
over 1960. In Buigaria, the plan for 1961 provides for
a further shift from bread grains to fodder and indus-
trial crops. While output of bread grains is to he about
2 per cent higher, output of fodder is planned to rise
by 14 per cent, that of tobacco by 38 per cent and that
of grapes by 49 per cent. Considerable advances are
also planned {or animai husbandry; cattle numbers are
to be 9 per cent larger and output of milk and meat 16
and 10 per cent higher, respectively. Agricultural pro-
duction is te increase by 4 per cent in Poland, 7 per
cent in Czechoslovakia and 8 per cent in Hungary. The
highest over-all rate of growth in agricultural produe
tion in 1961 is planned by Romania: the planned ex-
pansion amounts to 19 per cent. In almost all countries,
national income is planned to grow in 1961 al a higher
rate than in the preceding year; the sole exception is
Poland, where the planned rate remains unchanged. The
planned acceleration is particularly large in Romania,
where the rate is Lo rise from 8 to 15 per cent, and in
Bulgaria. where it is to rise from about 7 te 12 per cent.
In both countiies the acceleration seems to 1eflect the
accelerated rates of expansion planned for agriculture
and seclors other than industry, since industrial pro-
duction is scheduled 1o advance at a slower rate than

in 1960,

Gross fixed investment is planned o increase at a
lower rate than in 1960 in mosl couniries. In Peoland,

however, and lo a fess extent in the Soviet Union, the
percentage increase in fixed investment scheduled for
1961 is greater than that achieved in 1960. Hungary,
on the other hand, does not provide for any increase in
state fixed investment. A common characteristic of in-
vestment plans [or 1961 is the coneentralion of outlays
on completion of projects already under construction.

The expansion in supply of consumer goods as re-
flected in retail sales is scheduled to slow down in all
countries with the exception of Poland. In the Soviet
Union the deceleration is planned to amount to more
than 5 percentage points, and in Hungary and Bulgaria
to about 3 and 4 percentage points, respectively.

In the Soviet Union, as in the preceding year, real per
capita income of the working population* is planned
to expand by 5 per cent. In Bulgaria, real per capita
income is {o 1ise by 9 per cent. No information is avail-
able on planned increases in real wages except for
Hungary; there they are scheduled to be about 2 per
cent higher in 1961. The efforts to improve the housing
situation are to be continued and in all countries which
have announced their targets for 1961 the planned rate
of increase in construction is to be accelerated.

Foreign trade turnover is planned to increase at a
higher rate than national income in Hungary and
Poland, and apparently also in Czechoslovakia, but at
& lower rale in the remaining countries, In most coun-
tries the rate of growth in foreign trade turnover planned
for 1961 is lower than that achieved in 1960. In the
Soviet Union, however, the foreign lrade turnover is
scheduled 10 accelerate and in Romania the rate is to
remain unchanged. The foreign trade plans of Bulgaria,
Hungary and Poland, which in 1960 had substantial
trade deficits, provide for much greater expansion of
exports than of imports. Net imporls are planned to be.
reduced by about 70 per cent in Hungary, by some 40
per cent inn Bulgaria and by aboul 17 per cent in Poland.

1+ As already stated, this concept includes money earnings,
income in kind, pensions, aid and the computed value of state
services such as education, health, heusing subsidies and others

Economic situation in Yugoslavia

in accordance with the national economic plan, Yugo-
slavia’s national income rose in 1960 al a considerably
lower rate than in the previous year, the rate dropping
from 18.7 per cent in 1939 to 8 per cent in 1960 (see
table 6-23). This slackening was due mainly to 2 fall
in agricultural output after the exceplionally pood
harvest of 1959. Though agricultural cutpui was ex-
pected to be lower than in the preceding year, the fall
was larger than planned; instead of the 3 per cent
decline foresecn in the plan. it amounled o over 6 per
cent. The actual changes in 1960 as compared to the
planned changes lor diflferent branches of agiicubture

can be seen from the following indices (preceding
year = 100) :
160 1960

(plarned {aefral)
Total agricuitural output 97 94
Crops . 93 a0
Fruit 72 61
Vines . 116 89
Animal hushandry 119 108

It should be noted that. although the total output of
agriculture {ell in 1960, it was stitl 54 per cent higher
than the average fevel in 1951.1955. Whereas the output
of crops declined, the output of livestock and animal
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TFable 6-23.

Yugoslavia: Selected Indices of Economic Activity
(Preceding yeur =100}

196G 16t
Ttem 1958 19459 1ttt {plunned)
Nationa! income 1018 1187 108.0 108.1 112.6
Personal consumplion 1054 1145 104.0 106.1 108.0
Gross fixed investment . 1172 1172 108.0 111.0 105.0
Volume of retail sales 1056 1161 110.9 i16.0 .
Value of retail sales 108.9 117.3 1187
Cost of living index 1032 102.0 111 0 . .
Industrial proeduetion, total 1109 1133 1151 114 0 112.0
Producer goods . 1131 116.9 1196 1940
Semi.manufactured goads 1106 1115 1128 .
Consumer goods 109.7 1147 1168 1100
Llectric power 177 110.2 110.2
Coal, . 105.4 111.2 106.0 .
Employment in industry 109.8 108.0 106.8+ 106 0
Qulput per man in industry 1010 1050 167 8a 107.5 .
Agricultural output. . 132.0 94.0 97.0 1151

Source: Re&)[ of the Government of Yugeslavia
to the United Natiens questionnsire of Noavember
1960 on economic trends, problems and policies;

products rose in 1960, aithough to a smaller extent than
had been planned.

Industrial production, in contrast to agricultural out-
put, slightly exceeded the amount planned, increasing
by more than 15 per cent as compared with the 14 per
cent envisaged in the plan

Personal consumption in 1960 advanced at a slower
rate than national income, the increase in 1960 amount-
ing 10 4 per cent as compared with 8 per cent for national
income. On the other hand, the rise in the volume of
gross fixed investment kept pace with that in national
income. In the distribution of investment, a shift towards
the industrial sector oceurred in 1960: the share of in-
dustrig! investment in total investment expenditure ad-
vanced from 41.1 per cent in 1959 to 450 per cent in
1960, and that of agricultural investment declined from
21.3 per cent to 17.3 per cent.'®

As in previous years, the rate of expaunsion in output
of producer goods exceeded that of consumer goods,
but the discrepancy between the indices became rela-
tively smaller.

Employment in industry, contrary to the experience
in previous years, rose less rapidly than output per man.
The price level in 1960 was markedly higher than in
1959, partly because of the deliberate government policy
of raising prices of sezvices, which were considered ex-
cessively low, and partly because of pressure of demand.
The retail price index rose by 6.7 per cent over 1959
and food prices alone increased by almeost 10 per cent,
Rents for residential housing, however, were raised by
150 per cent, and this, together with considerable in-

1% According to the 1961 plan, this shift will continue in the
current year; the shore of industrial investment is planned to

amount to 46.2 per cent in 1961 and that of agricultural invest-
ment te decline to 168 per cent of total investment outlays

Indeks, No 2, 1981 (Belgrade); Statisticki Godisnjak,
1960 (Belgrade}
o January-November

creases in prices of other services, such as transport and
electricity, lifted the cost of living by about 11 per cent.

The rise in the cost of living index was more than
offset by an increase in nominal wages, amounting on
the average 10 13 per cent, which raised real wages by
2 per cent.’ In spite of a fall in agricultural output, the
real income of the peasant population remained more
or less constant, owing Lo an 8 per cent increase in the
prices paid for agricultural procurements. The value of
turnover in retail trade rose by 19 per cent in 1960,
while the volume was about 11 per cent higher.

Imports and exports both expanded in 1960 by ap-
proximately 20 per cent {see table 6-24), and the trade
deficit increased correspondingly. Significant changes
occurred in 1960 in the structure of imported goods.
The share of food products in imports declined con-
siderably, from 19 per cent in 1959 to 9 per cent in
1960, while the share of machinery and transport equip-
menl rose from 28 per cent to 37 per cent. The structure
of exporls, however, did not change significantly. The
share of agricultural products in total exports advanced
from 21 per cent in 1959 to 23 per cent in 1960, mainly
because of a sharp increase in meat exports, while the
share of industrial products declined slightly.

The Yugoslav plan for 1961 foresees a rise of 12.6
per cent in national income. Industrial output is planned
to grow by 12 per cent and the output of agricultuze
by 16 per cent. The plan also foresces an expansion of
8 per cent in the volume of personal consumption and
of 11 per cent in social consumption. State and co-

16 Datn on money and real wages us indicated in the reply of
the Government of Yugoslavin te the United Nations question.
naire of Nevember 1960 on cconomic trends, problems and poli-
cles. The data apply to all wage and salary earners; real wages
in industry and mining seem to have increased more than the
BYErage.
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‘Table 6-24. Yugoslavia: Balance of Paymenis
{Billions of dinars)»

1561

Hem 1958 1059 1560 (plenned)

Exports of goods 132.4 143.0 171.1 181.0
Imports of goods . S 205.5 198.4 241.4 243.5
Balance of merchandise trade . -3 1 —~55.4 -70.3 —62.5
Balance of other transactions on eurrent account . 20.1 16.2 217 23.2
Total balance on current account —47.0 —3G.2 - 48 .6 —30.3

Source: ReXIKI of the Government of Yugoslavia
10 the United Nations questionnaire of November
1960 on economic trends, problems and policies

operative investmenl are to increase by 5 per cent and
agrieultural investment at a greater rate,

Foreign trade is planned to expand at a lower tale
than in 1960, when exports as well as imports rose by
20 per cent over 1959, In 1961 imports are planned to
remain virtually unchanged and exports are to increase
by about 6 per cent. During 1961 the foreign trade of
Yugoslavia will be influenced by the recently intro-
duced currency and foreign trade reforms. The system
of multiple exchange rates, which was effective until
1660, is being replaced by a unitary exchange rate of
750 dinars 1o the dollar. Since the multiple exchange
rates for foreign trade transactions varied from 500 to
1,200 dinars to the dollar, the effect of the reform on
foreign transactions will be the same as that of a re-
valuation on goods previvusly sold at a rate higher than
750 dinars to the dollar and of a devaluation on goods

“In foreign prices converied inmto dinars at
official exchange rates

sold al a lower rate. One of the goals of the reform is
to abolish direct government controls over foreign cur-
rency allocation and to induce enterprises to base their
export and import decisions on profitabilily at the pre-
vailing prices and customs duties.

On the import side, a customs lariff originally apply-
ing only to capital goeds is being extended to all im-
ported goods, and fixed duties will be introduced during
the current year. Concerning exports, the system of
subsidies paid by the State to exporling enlerprises will
also gradually be abolished, and the exporting enter-
prises will have to prove theii competitiveness at the
existing rate of exchange by culling costs In order to
facilitate these teforms, the International Monetary
Fund, the United States and some western Luropean
countries have extended credits to Yugeslavia amount-
ing to 327!? million.





