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ON MERCURY

Ref: MC/ES/2025/68 22 May 2025

Subject: Contribution to the to the report of the Secretary-General on oceans and the law of the sea

Dear Elinor Hammarskjoéld,

| am writing to you in response to your request to contribute to the report of the Secretary-General on oceans
and the law of the sea, as mandated by United Nations General Assembly resolution 77/248 of 30 December
2022, entitled "Oceans and the law of the sea".

On behalf of the Secretariat of the Minamata Convention on Mercury, | would like to share with you one main
development relating to ocean affairs and the law of the sea for the period September 2024 to August 2025.

The amendments to annexes A and B to the Minamata Convention on Mercury adopted by the fifth meeting
of the Conference of the Parties to the Minamata Convention (COP-5) in decision MC-5/4 entered into force
on 25 April 2025. The decision, inter alia, amended Annex A to the Convention by phasing out manufacture,
import or export of new mercury-added products by 2025 and 2027. More information on the amendments
adopted by COP-5 is available on the Convention's website.

| believe that this development is particularly relevant to the implementation of General Assembly resolution
77/248 considering the importance of regulating mercury-added products as major sources of mercury
pollution released into the environment, including marine and coastal areas.

In paragraph 264 of UNGA resolution 77/248, the General Assembly encouraged States that had not yet done
so to take, as soon as possible, the domestic measures necessary to enable them to meet their obligations
upon ratification and, thereafter, to ratify, accept, approve or accede to the Minamata Convention on
Mercury. | am pleased to report that five new Parties (Ethiopia, Liberia, Maldives, Mozambique, and Serbia)
joined the Minamata Convention since our last contribution in May 2024.

As requested in your letter dated 19 March 2025, | agree that the full text of the contribution of the Minamata
Convention Secretariat is made available on the website of the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the
Sea of my Office. Please find attached our contribution translated into French and Spanish for posting on the
website.

Yours sincerely,
Howibe Hauiprin
Monika Stankiewicz
Executive Secretary

To: Elinor Hammarskjold
Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs and United Nations Legal Counsel
Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea
Office for Legal Affairs, United Nations
doalos@un.org; ruth.valenzuela-hijar@un.org
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Translation of Minamata Convention contribution into French

Les amendements aux annexes A et B de la Convention de Minamata sur le mercure adoptés par la
cinquieéme réunion de la Conférence des Parties a la Convention de Minamata (COP-5) dans la décision MC-
5/4 sont entrés en vigueur le 25 avril 2025. La décision, entre autres, a modifié I'Annexe A de la Convention
en éliminant progressivement la fabrication, I'importation ou I'exportation de nouveaux produits contenant
du mercure ajouté d'ici 2025 et 2027. De plus amples informations sur les amendements adoptés par la
COP-5 sont disponibles sur le site web de la Convention.

Je pense que ce développement est particulierement pertinent pour la mise en ceuvre de la résolution 77/248
de I'Assemblée générale, compte tenu de I'importance de réglementer les produits contenant du mercure
ajouté en tant que principales sources de pollution par le mercure rejetée dans I'environnement, y compris
les zones marines et cotiéres.

Au paragraphe 264 de la résolution 77/248, 'Assemblée générale a encouragé les Etats qui ne I'avaient pas
encore fait a prendre, des que possible, les mesures internes nécessaires pour leur permettre de s'acquitter
de leurs obligations lors de la ratification et, par la suite, de ratifier, d'accepter, approuver ou adhérer a la
Convention de Minamata sur le mercure. J'ai le plaisir d'annoncer que cing nouvelles Parties (Ethiopie,
Libéria, Maldives, Mozambique et Serbie) ont rejoint la Convention de Minamata depuis notre derniére
contribution en mai 2024.

Translation of Minamata Convention contribution into Spanish

Las enmiendas a los anexos A y B del Convenio de Minamata sobre el Mercurio aprobadas por la quinta
reunién de la Conferencia de las Partes en el Convenio de Minamata (COP-5) en su decisiéon MC-5/4
entraron en vigor el 25 de abril de 2025. La decision, entre otras cosas, enmendé el anexo A del Convenio
eliminando gradualmente la fabricacion, importacion o exportacion de nuevos productos con mercurio
anadido para 2025 y 2027. Mas informacion sobre las enmiendas adoptadas por la COP-5 esta disponible en
el sitio web de la Convencion

Creo que este desarrollo es particularmente relevante para la implementacion de la resolucion 77/248 de la
Asamblea General, considerando la importancia de regular los productos con mercurio agregado como
fuentes principales de contaminacion por mercurio liberado en el medio ambiente, incluidas las areas
marinas y costeras.

En el parrafo 264 de la resolucion 77/248, la Asamblea General alenté a los Estados que auin no lo hubieran
hecho a que adoptaran, lo antes posible, las medidas internas necesarias para poder cumplir con sus
obligaciones al momento de la ratificacién y, posteriormente, a ratificar, aceptar, aprobar o adherirse al
Convenio de Minamata sobre el Mercurio. Me complace informar que cinco nuevas Partes (Etiopia, Liberia,
Maldivas, Mozambique y Serbia) se unieron al Convenio de Minamata desde nuestra ultima contribucién en
mayo de 2024.
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