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International commitments - Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries (EAF) is not new

1971

Ramsar Convention on 
Wetlands of International 

Importance

1972

Stockholm Declaration on the 
Human Environment

1973

Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of 

Wild Fauna and Flora

1979

Convention on the 
Conservation of Migratory 

Species of Wild Animals

1980

Convention on the 
Conservation of Antarctic 
Marine Living Resources

1982

World Charter for the Nature

UN Law of the Sea Convention

1992

Rio Declaration on 
Environment and 

Development

Agenda 21

Convention on 
Biological Diversity

1993

FAO Compliance 
Agreement

1995

UN Fish Stocks 
Agreement

1995

FAO Code of Conduct 
for Responsible 

Fisheries

2001

Reykjavik Declaration 
on Responsible 

Fisheries in the Marine 
Ecosystem

2002

Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation

2012

Rio+20 ‘The Future We 
Want’

2015

UNGA Resolution on 
the 2030 Sustainable 
Development Agenda

2021

FAO Committee on 
Fisheries Declaration 

for Sustainable 
Fisheries

1970s – 1980s

1990s – 2022 

“Reiterate the importance of 
the ecosystem approach as 
an effective framework for 
integrating conservation and 
sustainable utilization 
objectives, …”
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The Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries 
strives to balance diverse societal 
objectives, by taking 
account the knowledge and uncertaintie
s about biotic, abiotic and human 
components of ecosystems and their 
interactions...

The EAF– what it is
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Holistic

Participatory

Based on the 3 pillars of sustainable development

Best available knowledge

Risk based approach

Formal

Adaptive

Key features of the EAF
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HIGH LEVEL POLICY GOALS

1. Initiation and Planning

• Execute Operational Plan
• Formalize Management plan
• Review Performance
• Report and Communicate

2. Identify and prioritize Issues

3. Develop Management systems

4. Implement and Monitor

• Component Trees 
• Risk Assessment

• Set operational Objectives
• Select indicators
• Evaluation/Selection of Mngmt Options

• Scoping and Baseline information
• Broad objectives
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Key steps in the EAF
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Working with more than 
75 countries 

Management plans for 
more than 50 fisheries

14 current "large" 
projects/programmes

Support to RFBs, including 
through above projects

FAO support to EAF implementation (marine)
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FAO Fi Library online: ~100 on EAF since 2003

>6000 publications referring to EAF

Guidance materials and tools
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Guide users through the four main steps and decide most appropriate tool(s) for 
each step given the type of fishery, their resources and capacity.

(www.fao.org/fishery/eaf-net)

Guidance materials and tools

EAF-net

http://www.fao.org/fishery/eaf-net
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Capacity development
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Compilation of lessons learned
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• More than 40 percent of RFMOs included 
a specific reference to EAF in their plans

• Older RFBs have adopted policy texts, or 
implemented projects, aimed at the use 
of EAF in their science and management 
procedures.

• RFBs do not have the same level of 
formal or de facto adoption of EAF

• Practically all of them are increasingly 
using multiple elements of the approach 
in their regular work, focused on 
ecological wellbeing.

Shared stocks and the role of regional fisheries bodies (RFBs)
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• Participation

•Data

•Governance

• Integration

• Support

• External drivers

Lessons learned

© 
FAO/G.Mannucc
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Promoting broad stakeholder participation is key, national and 
regional task forces are a good vehicle for this but consultation

fatigue is an issue

LESSONS LEARNED – PARTICIPATION
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Limited means and capacity exist to provide the appropriate data 
for EAF implementation, and good social and economic information 

are lacking. Establishing regional mechanisms for scientific 
collaboration in support of transboundary fisheries management is 

key in this regard. 

LESSONS LEARNED – DATA



Click to edit meeting date, place and date

Inadequate institutional frameworks to help promote coherence 
among socio-economic and environmental policies are in place

LESSONS LEARNED – GOVERNANCE
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There is a need to integrate fisheries in a broader process of marine 
coastal planning and powerful sectors (oil and mining) make this 

integration challenging

LESSONS LEARNED – INTEGRATION
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• Facilitating EAF processes remains key, limited capacity to 
shepherd independently exists

• It is critical to have local champions 

• Continuous support at the technical, financial and institutional 
level is needed

LESSONS LEARNED – SUPPORT
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Developing robust management systems to external drivers such as 
climate and global markets remains an important challenge

LESSONS LEARNED – EXTERNAL DRIVERS 



Thank you!

Vera N. Agostini, PhD

Deputy Diector, Fisheries and Aquaculture Division, FAO - UN

Vera.agostini@fao.org


