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COoVID-19
Responding to the pandemic to build back better and stronger
Leave no one behind.

UNOP creates value through innovation in the response to COVID-19
and shared recovery efforts. Leveraging our connections to
communities of practice and the power of convening, we are mobilizing
partners across the SDGs.

From women leaders and researchers to civil society and the creative
industry—UNOP is amplifying solutions.

WOMEN RISE FOR ALL
Women leaders are rising in solidarity to save lives and
protect livelihoods.

Women are on the frontlines of the COVID-19. Saving lives as first
responders. Finding solutions as innovators. Facing the pandemic as
political leaders. Countries with women leaders have had fewer deaths
and are on track to a faster economic recovery.

The Women Rise for All brings together women from all sectors
in recognition of front-line leadership that is winning against
COVID-19. And is inspiring the actions required to come out of the
pandemic stronger and back on track to reach the Sustainable
Development Goals.

WOMEN RISE

THE OPEN BRIEF: Powered by the SDG Strategy Hub

The issue: Early in the pandemic, there was a major gap in public
health messaging on COIVD-19. Very little content was available across
platforms to help people protect themselves and other from the virus.

The Solution: Galvanize the creative community, influencers, and
distributors to help unite the world through life-saving content on
COVID-19 and messages of global solidarity we need to get through the
pandemic together.

Refugio by Lucio Lopez Cansuet, 110 x 90 cm, Mixed media / canvas, 2020

As an artist from the Guna Yala Comarca Indigena (Indigenous Province)
of Panama, with this piece | wanted to stress the importance to protect
yourself while protecting others. The Gunas believe that Mother Earth is
our refuge and that solidarity is the only way to survive, in life and with the
fight with this pandemic that has affected the whole world. There’s also a
tradition that, when a girl enters puberty, she’s held in a kind of quarantine
by the women of the Island in order to protect her. They dress her with
“hojas de bijao”. My muse, Alyson, my daughter, is wearing a facial mask
made by a symbolic leaf from our area, as well as the natural garment to
further protect, a parallel with social-distancing and #quédateencasa or
#stayathome.

Results: Thousands of people have stepped up to give their time and
talent. We have received more than 16 700 submissions and counting
from 140 countries in 20 languages. A unifying COVID-19 logo was
created and is in use globally. Open Brief content continues to appear
across social media, news sites and in campaigns. And UN system and
private sector collaborators have mobilized to amplify this content.

MAKING THE PIVOT FOR PEOPLE
The pandemic has highlighted growing inequalities and risks to
communities the world over.

The United Nations Democracy Fund (UNDEF) immediately made the
pivot to COVID-19 programming. Working closely with its 800+ civil
society partners in more than 120 countries to support projects and
services for communities and constituencies that are helping to fill in in
gaps left by Governments.

+ Developing media literacy and digital safety, more critical than ever
as activism is forced online.

+ Training journalists remotely to report on the impact of the
pandemic with in-depth, fact-checked coverage, while staying safe
on the front line.

+ Empowering women against gender-based violence, which has
surged amid COVID-19 lockdowns, quarantines, and social and
economic pressures.

+ Helping to highlight the challenges of inequality and weak service
delivery made worse by the crisis.




SDG ACTION ZONE

The 75th Session of the UN General Assembly comes in the middle
of a health, humanitarian and development emergency. The call for
solutions and solidarity has never been stronger.

[ o 06 o e e ol e “THE PANDEMIC HAS DEMONSTRATED THE
| FRAGILITY OF OUR WORLD.

We are at an inflection point for people and planet, one that is testing
our very humanity, solidarity and progress on sustainable development.
People everywhere are now demanding a better future for our world.

While the current moment of global crises poses great risks, it also
offers the opportunity for sweeping systemic changes. This is the
opportunity for sweeping systemic changes, on the scale being
demanded by so many people and required to reach the Sustainable
Development Goals.
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SDG ADVOCATES

With massive platforms on the world stage, the SDG Advocates are 17
eminent personalities, appointed by the Secretary-General to accelerate
progress and raise ambition for the SDGs.

As the world addresses and begins to recover from COVID-19, the SDG
Advocates have been consistent voices for building back better using the
SDGs as a framework.

Achieving the SDGs will make future pandemics and crises less likely
and less severe, and the SDG Advocates are pushing leaders and people
everywhere to accelerate needed action and raise ambition for people
and planet.

MOBILIZING FOR CLIMATE ACTION

COVID-19 has not stopped the climate crisis, but it has shown us the
scale of change that is possible. As governments chart a course out of
their economic, humanitarian and health crises—the decisions they take
will have impacts on the climate for decades.

Given this crucial juncture, UNOP supports the Secretary-General
priorities through mobilization of six climate-positive actions to recover
better together:

Invest in green jobs.

Do not bail out polluting industries.

End fossil-fuel subsidies.

Take climate risks into account in all decisions.

Work together.

Leave no one behind.
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We are also proud to work with the seven young climate
activists of the Secretary-General’s Youth Advisory Group
on Climate Change.

UN FUND FOR INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS AND THE
UN FOUNDATION

For two more than two decades the UN Fund for International
Partnerships (UNFIP) has worked in close collaboration with the United
Nations Foundation on hundreds of innovative, cross-sector partnerships
implemented by the UN system across the globe. From launching the
Equator Prize with the UN Development Programme, to developing UN
curricula in leading universities, to supporting the Spotlight Initiative on
violence against girls and women, the UN Foundation has been a UN
System'’s key partner to support strategic innovations on UN priorities.

“THROUGHOUT THE UN FOUNDATION'S
HISTORY, WE HAVE WORKED TO BRING NEW
AND DIVERSE PARTNERS TO THEUN, AND
PARTNERSHIP IS IN OUR DNA. THE COVID-19
SOLIDARITY RESPONSE FUND HAS SHOWN
US NEW FORMS OF PARTNERSHIP AND
HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF FACES OF
GLOBAL SOLIDARITY, AND WE ARE PROUD
OF THIS LATEST EFFORT TO HELP THEUN
BUILD INNOVATIVE FORMS OF COLLECTIVE
ACTION TO TACKLE THEWORLD'S
TOUGHEST CHALLENGES.”

Elizabeth Cousens,




LET'S CONNECT AND CO-CREATE

1 United Nations Plaza, Room DC1-1330
New York, NY 10017
USA

Phone: (212) 963-1000
Email:partnerships@un.org



