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I am delighted to be here yet again for this annual event. Let me pay tribute once more to the Museum’s 

leadership, and to my friends Mayor Giorgos Kaminis and Deputy Mayor Maria Iliopoulou, for their vision 

and leadership on behalf of Athens' youngest citizens. 

Five years ago, you embraced wholeheartedly the suggestion from the Athens Democracy Forum and the 

UN Democracy Fund to hold this annual children’s event. 

In so doing, you live up to not only the spirit but the letter of UN principles.  

And you were ahead of your time, because in the past three years, the UN General Assembly has adopted 

two resolutions on Education for Democracy. The resolutions strongly encourage countries to integrate 

education for democracy into their school curricula, taking into account innovative approaches and best 

practices, to facilitate citizens’ empowerment and participation in political life. 

This is what you have done here, even before those UN resolutions, and starting as early as humanly 

possible in the life of citizens -- and non-citizens too.  

Let me also congratulate you all on the theme for this year’s children’s exhibition: Realizing Identity, 

Respecting Diversity. 

Again, this follows not only the spirit but the letter of UN values.  

It so happens that at the UN, the very words ‘respect for diversity’ are spelled out as one of the three core 

values and competencies of the Organization.  

This means that at the UN, every single job vacancy has those words ‘respect for diversity’ written at the 

top, in red letters, along with the words ‘integrity’ and ‘professionalism’. 

So the children who take part in this exhibition are already well prepared to be candidates for UN careers. 

And that is as it should be.  

Because all of Athens is like a UN in itself, respecting diversity throughout its own diverse history, from 

the Fourth Century BC to the challenging age we live in now, and as you have received so many refugees 

and migrants, including children. You have resisted the rise of right-wing extremism and xenophobia. 

Unlike many other societies of today, you have not turned inwards and shut your borders, hearts and 

minds.  

In all these ways, you are an inspiration.  Thank you very much.  


