
The United Nations Office of 
Counter-Terrorism/ Counter-
Terrorism Centre (UNOCT/UNCCT) 
Youth Engagement and 
Empowerment Programme (YEEP), 
part of the Global Programme on 
Preventing and Countering Violent 
Extremism (PCVE), seeks to 
empower and enable young people 
to contribute meaningfully in global, 
regional and national efforts to 
prevent and counter violent 
extremism and terrorism. The 
Global Programme on PCVE aims 
to scale up initiatives that support 
and promote the positive role young 
people play in PCVE-efforts, and 
connect actors on the local, 
regional, and international levels for 
improved cooperation in the fight 
against terrorism. YEEP empowers 
young leaders to achieve their full 
potential as individuals, and in the 
CT/PCVE space by recognizing 
their value and contributions as 
agents of change.
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Background
In 2015, the United Nations Security Council adopted a 
landmark resolution, Security Council resolution 2250 on Youth, 
Peace and Security, urging Member States to amplify the voice 
of youth in decision-making and to participate 
meaningfully and comprehensively in peace processes. It was 
the first time that the Security Council formally recognized the 
need to prioritise youth participation, protection, 
prevention, partnerships, and disengagement and 
reintegration. The United Nations Youth Strategy, Youth 
2030: Working With and For Youth, is a clear message that 
young people are one of our strongest partners to address 
global challenges, without which the youth strategy 2030 cannot 
be achieved.

Why engaging young people is important?



YEEP Programmatic Activities

YEEP can be delivered flexibly according to a range of contexts and needs. It is a hybrid model 
providing both virtual and in person capacity building. Youth participants complete a series of training 
modules on our eLearning platform, complimented by facilitator-led workshops and mentoring 
sessions. The programme activities are divided in three phases: 
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       APR 2020
Formation of the Global Youth  
Reference Group: 10 young 
leaders invited to co-create 
content for the YEEP Pilot

JUN 2020 
Launch of  

YEEP

JUL 2020
YEEP Sweden 
and Australia 
commences

AUG 2020

YEEP Sudan 

commences

DEC 2020
Sweden End Event  
and Policy Dialogue
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FEB 2021
Australia End 

Event and Policy 
Dialogue

SEP 2021
Sudan End Event  

and Policy 
Dialogue

SEP 2021
End of YEEP 

Pilot 

MAR 2022 
Launch of Regional 
YEEP in South and 

Southeast Asia

OCT 2022
Regional YEEP 
Policy Dialogue 
and End event

AUG 2023 
Launch of YEEP Africa 

The UNCCT Peer to Peer Model (P2P Model) 
of Youth Engagement offers an alternative to 
traditional top-down consultation methods, 
which can sometimes breed distrust between 
young people and government and other 
institutions, particularly in the field of PCVE. 
Instead, the model offers an approach that 
seeks to engage marginalised and excluded 
youth, understand young people’s realities and 
priorities in a youth-centred and informed way, 
and support young people to develop the skills 
and a sense of agency to advocate for 
themselves in policy-making processes.

The P2P Model is an approach developed and 
validated through piloting the YEEP with young 
people in three Member States, and a peer 
review process with 22 practitioners in PCVE, 
mental health, peacebuilding and youth work. 

“YEEP was a fruitful youth programme that allowed me to take back a lot of good and valuable lessons with 
me…leadership, confidence, critical thinking, and accountability. I am able to implement leadership qualities 
at my workplace through discussions and presentations to high [level] officials about PCVE-related issues 
and existing practices. My [new] critical thinking skills [have] made me a good decision-maker during 
necessary situations, mostly at my workplace.”  YEEP participant



UNCCT YOUTH ENGAGEMENT AND EMPOWERMENT PROGRAMME PAGE 4

YEEP Africa 2023-24

UNOCT/UNCCT in partnership with Global Community 
Engagement and Resilience Fund (GCERF), and through the 
generous support of the United Nations Peace and 
Development Trust Fund (UNPDF), will be launching YEEP 
Africa to be rolled out in three African Member States. YEEP 
Africa seeks to increase the resilience of young people against 
violent extremism and recruitment into terrorist groups, by 
increasing their awareness of violent extremism trends and 
vulnerabilities, their cognitive complexity, and by empowering 
them to rise as leaders within their own communities.

UNOCT/UNCCT will work with partners on the ground in each 
of the African Member States, to deliver a locally tailored 
version of YEEP nationally, culminating in a regional summit in 
2024, which will bring together all stakeholders to share 
experiences and lessons learned, and seek opportunities for 
regional collaboration.




