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The Office provides its capacity-building support to 
Member States through the UN Counter-Terrorism 
Centre (UNCCT) and the Special Projects and 
Innovation Branch (SPIB). UNCCT was established 
by an initial contribution of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia to the Counter-Terrorism Trust Fund in 2011. 
UNCCT has an Advisory Board composed of 21 
Member States plus the European Union (EU) as 
a Guest Member. SPIB was established following 
a contribution by the State of Qatar as part of the 
Contribution Agreement between UNOCT and the 
State of Qatar signed in 2018. 

To enhance coordination and coherence, the UN 
Global Counter-Terrorism Coordination Compact, 
which is a coordination framework bringing together 
45 entities, was launched by the UN Secretary-  
General in December 2018. The Compact operates 
thanks to a contribution of the State of Qatar. It 
operates through its Coordination Committee and 
eight thematic Inter-Agency Working Groups, which 
were revitalized in April 2019, providing an “All-of-UN 
approach” to the system’s work on counter-terrorism 
and preventing and count ering violent extremism as 
conducive to terrorism.
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Established through GA resolution 71/291 on 
15 June 2017, the Office has five functions: 

u Provide leadership on the GA counter-terrorism 
mandates entrusted to the Secretary-General 
from across the UN system 

u	Enhance coordination and coherence across the 
38 Global Counter-Terrorism Compact entities to 
ensure the balanced implementation of the four 
pillars of the UN Global CT Strategy 

u	Strengthen delivery of UN counter-terrorism 
capacity building assistance to Member States 

u	Improve visibility, advocacy and resource mobi-
 lization for UN counter-terrorism efforts 

u	Ensure that due priority is given to counter-
 terrorism across the UN system and that the 
important work on preventing violent extremism 
is firmly rooted in the Strategy

Leadership

Highlights

USG Voronkov represented Secretary-General António Guterres at the African Union 
Extraordinary Summit on Terrorism and Unconstitutional Changes of Government 
in Africa, in Malabo. During the Summit, he highlighted that terrorist groups such 
as Al-Qaeda and Da’esh and their affiliates have intensified their attacks across 
the continent, killing innocent civilians, exacerbating inter-communal tensions, 
contributing to humanitarian catastrophes, undermining state authority, and 
upending development. He also noted that unconstitutional changes of government 
severely undermine efforts to prevent and counter terrorism. (28 May)

• UNOCT, jointly with Spain, 
organized the first-ever UN High-
Level International Conference 
on Human Rights, Civil Society 
and Counter-Terrorism in Málaga, 
with the aim of enhancing civil 
society engagement and better 
integration of human rights and 
civil society voices in counter-
terrorism and prevention of 
violent extremism efforts. During 
the Conference, the Victims of 
Terrorism “Memories” campaign 
was launched to highlight the 
importance of remembering 

and paying tribute to victims of 
terrorism and upholding their 
rights. (9-11 May)

• UNOCT and Sierra Leone signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) in Freetown to strengthen 
cooperation in preventing and 
countering terrorism and its nexus 
with organized crime. (12 May)

• UNOCT and UNAOC co-hosted a 
briefing for the Global Network 
of Experts on Vulnerable Targets 
Protection on security challenges 
faced by religious sites, to 
share good practices based on 
design, risk assessment and 
faith-community cooperation to 
securitize religious sites. (12 May)

• UNOCT and UNODC held a side 
event during the 31st Session 
of the UN Commission on 

Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice to discuss objectives on 
transnational organized crime 
and terrorism in the Central Asian 
region. (16-20 May)

• Under the framework of the 
UN Global Counter-Terrorism 
Coordination Compact, an 
expert level briefing was held to 
showcase how the UN Multi-Year 
Appeal for Counter-Terrorism can 
contribute to the prevention and 
countering of terrorism and violent 
extremism in Africa through its 
inter-agency projects, with a 
focus on enhancing national and 
regional capacities. (31 May)
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n Qatar
n Saudi Arabia
n European Union
n EOSG PDF funds (China)*
n United States of America
n Netherlands**

n Japan
n Russia
n Germany
n Canada
n Other 26 donors

UNOCT cumulative pledges since inception of the 
Trust Fund for Counter Terrorism and from other 
funds to date, amount to  $337.6 million, out of 
which  $253.6  million has been received from 36 
donors. Overall, the top donors to date are:

* Allocation from the UN Peace and Security Sub-Fund of the EOSG
** In addition, in-kind contribution provided by the Netherlands 
  (valued at $11.5 million in 2018) and Hungary ($534 thousand in 2021). 

Top Contributors to UNOCT

Pillar I
Addressing the 
conditions conducive 
to the spread of 
terrorism

Pillar III
Building States’ 
capacity and 
strengthening the 
role of the UN

Pillar IV
Ensuring human 
rights and the rule 
of law

Pillar II
Preventing and 
combating terrorism

UN Global Counter-Terrorism
Strategy

Capacity Building
UN Counter-Terrorism Centre (UNCCT)
UNCCT with UNODC, IOM and OHCHR held a workshop 
to develop a better understanding of the implementation 
of integrated border management strategies, and discuss 
challenges in North Africa and the Sahel region. (9-13 May)

UNCCT and NATO’s 
Defence Policy and 
Planning Division 
organized a training 
for Jordanian first 
responder officials 
at the NATO’s Joint 
CBRN Defence 

Centre of Excellence in Vyskov that conducted theoretical 
and practical exercises on CBRN response. (23-27 May)

The Global Programme on Autonomous and Remotely 
Operated Systems held a workshop on Unmanned Aircraft 
Systems Digital Forensics for League of Arab States’ 
members in Asan to foster prevention of their the potential 
use of new technologies in terrorist attacks. (16-20 May)

UNCCT held a workshop 
in Sarajevo to raise policy 
awareness and enhance 
international cooperation  
to counter and prevent the 
use of new and emerging 

technologies to finance terrorism. Participants developed 
insights into the investigation of crimes related to 
cryptocurrencies, and the role of security, justice agencies 
in reducing risks of terrorism financing. (25-27 May)

Special Projects & Innovation Branch (SPIB)
The Global Fusion Cells Programme delivered the 2nd 
round of its “Threat Assessment” course (3-6 May) and 
“Ethical Questioning and Elicitation Techniques” training 
course (20 May-2 June) to officials from Botswana, Ghana, 
Uganda, and the Southern African Development Community 
(SADC). While the “Threat Assessment” training introduced 
each step of creating a threat assessment, from devising 
an information collection plan to disseminating the report, 
the latter one focused on developing skills and techniques 
within counter-terrorism investigations, and enhancing 
transparency through arrest-to-trial processes.

The Global Fusion 
Cells Programme, 
in coordination with 
the Mozambican 
Judiciary and Legal 
Training Center, held 
a training on “Ethical 
Decision-Making in Counter-Terrorism Investigations” in 
Maputo to develop the understanding of ethical decision-
making in counter-terrorism investigations and improve 
problem-solving skills in emergency and day-to-day 
situations. (31 May-3 June)

Recent Contributions to UNOCT
UNOCT received generous contributions in 
support of the following programmes:

• Multi-Partner Trust Fund (MPTF/UNDP):  $191,788 –  
for the UNOCT Human Rights Programme in the Philippines

• Netherlands: $600,000 – for the Global Programme on 
Detecting, Preventing and Countering Financing of Terrorism
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