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Threat Actors:
- Jihadist                                     - Ethnonational/Separatists   
- Left Wing/Anarchists            - Right Wing Extremists
- Organized Crime                    - Environmentalist
- Lone Actor - Opportunists

Intent Capability Motivation
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Acts/Incidents of Concern
Acquisition of radioactive sources by criminals or terrorists through 
availability or vulnerability of material 

• Trafficking of radiological or nuclear material using already established 
trafficking routes used for other criminal activity, 

• Theft of or from equipment or locations containing radiological sources,
• Unregulated disposal of waste material,
• Construction of IEDs or attempts to deploy a radioactive dispersal device 

(RDD), 
• Deployment of radiological exposure device (RED) placed at vulnerable 

targets.
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RNTPU Unit Overview
- Adopting an Intelligence led approach 

that identifies risk and countries where

risk is greater.

- Focus on data collection and analysis,

- Assessment of capability and need 

aligned to baseline capabilities 

performance indicators and curriculum.

- Formative and summative evaluations.



INTERPOL For official use only

Thank you for your attention.
John Buchanan

Coordinator

Radiological and Nuclear Terrorism Prevention Unit

j.buchanan@interpol.int

CBRNE and Vulnerable Targets Sub-Directorate

Counter-Terrorism Directorate

INTERPOL General Secretariat


