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The Office provides its capacity-building support to 
Member States through the UN Counter-Terrorism 
Centre (UNCCT) and the Special Projects and 
Innovation Branch (SPIB). UNCCT was established 
by an initial contribution of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia to the Counter-Terrorism Trust Fund in 2011. 
UNCCT has an Advisory Board composed of 21 
Member States plus the European Union (EU) as 
a Guest Member. SPIB was established following 
a contribution by the State of Qatar as part of the 
Contribution Agreement between UNOCT and the 
State of Qatar signed in 2018. 

To enhance coordination and coherence, the UN 
Global Counter-Terrorism Coordination Compact, 
which is a coordination framework bringing together 
45 entities, was launched by the UN Secretary-  
General in December 2018. The Compact operates 
thanks to a contribution of the State of Qatar. It 
operates through its Coordination Committee and 
eight thematic Inter-Agency Working Groups, which 
were revitalized in April 2019, providing an “All-of-UN 
approach” to the system’s work on counter-terrorism 
and preventing and count ering violent extremism as 
conducive to terrorism.
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Established through GA resolution 71/291 on 
15 June 2017, the Office has five functions: 

u Provide leadership on the GA counter-terrorism 
mandates entrusted to the Secretary-General 
from across the UN system 

u	Enhance coordination and coherence across the 
38 Global Counter-Terrorism Compact entities to 
ensure the balanced implementation of the four 
pillars of the UN Global CT Strategy 

u	Strengthen delivery of UN counter-terrorism 
capacity building assistance to Member States 

u	Improve visibility, advocacy and resource mobi-
 lization for UN counter-terrorism efforts 

u	Ensure that due priority is given to counter-
 terrorism across the UN system and that the 
important work on preventing violent extremism 
is firmly rooted in the Strategy

Leadership

Highlights

At the 8th UN Global Counter-Terrorism Compact 
Coordination Committee meeting, Secretary-General 
António Guterres called on the Compact entities to continue 
supporting Member States in their counter-terrorism efforts 
to help build institutions that are people-centered and 

grounded in human rights and the rule of law. During his 
opening statement, USG Voronkov reaffirmed the support of 
the Global Compact to Member States` efforts addressing 
terrorism and violent extremism in Africa through all-of-UN 
and whole-of-society approaches. (8 June)

USG Voronkov expressed his solidarity with those 
countries that have suffered the scourge of terrorism 
and reaffirmed UNOCT’s commitment to support them in 
responding to terrorist threats in Africa at the High-level 
event of Heads of Counter Terrorism and Security Agencies 
in Marrakech. On the margin of the event, the Compendium 
of Good Practices and Related Guidelines was launched to 
provide Member States best practices on establishing and 
operating national interagency coordination mechanisms, 
so-called fusion centres. (23-24 June)

• UNOCT and Azerbaijan signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) to strengthen cooperation 
in preventing and countering 
terrorism and its nexus with 
organized crime. (10 June)

• UNOCT and Spain signed a Host 
Country Agreement on establishing 
a new UNOCT Programme Office in 
Madrid with a focus on vulnerable 
targets protection, sports and 
security and support to victims of 
terrorism. The Programme Office 
– which will become operational 

in September – facilitates bilateral 
and multilateral cooperation on 
counterterrorism. (21 June)

• UNOCT, in partnership with 
Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and 
Uzbekistan convened the “High- 
Level Forum on the Role of 
Central Asian States’ Women 
Parliamentarians in the imple-
mentation of PCVE National Action 
Plans” in Istanbul, to share existing 
UN architecture on incorporating 
gender perspectives in national 

action plans to prevent and counter 
violent extremism (PCVE). It 
offered the opportunity to discuss 
enhancing women`s engagement 
in PCVE in Central Asia with civil 
society organisations. (22-23 June)

About UNOCT
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Highlights (cont’d)

n Qatar
n Saudi Arabia
n European Union
n EOSG PDF funds (China)*
n United States of America
n Netherlands**

n Japan
n Russia
n Germany
n Canada
n Other 26 donors

UNOCT cumulative pledges since inception of the 
Trust Fund for Counter Terrorism and from other 
funds to date, amount to  $337.6 million, out of 
which  $254.6  million has been received from 36 
donors. Overall, the top donors to date are:

* Allocation from the UN Peace and Security Sub-Fund of the EOSG
** In addition, in-kind contribution provided by the Netherlands 
  (valued at $11.5 million in 2018) and Hungary ($534 thousand in 2021). 

Top Contributors to UNOCT

Pillar I
Addressing the 
conditions conducive 
to the spread of 
terrorism

Pillar III
Building States’ 
capacity and 
strengthening the 
role of the UN

Pillar IV
Ensuring human 
rights and the rule 
of law

Pillar II
Preventing and 
combating terrorism

UN Global Counter-Terrorism
Strategy

Capacity Building
UN Counter-Terrorism Centre (UNCCT)
UNCCT and WHO organized a joint training in Ankara for 
Turkish authorities responsible for health, defense and 
nuclear regulations to improve preparedness and response to 
radiological and nuclear accidents and terrorist attacks. The 
training covered different types of emergencies, nuclear and 
radiological facilities protection, vulnerability assessment, 
consequence management, hospital preparedness, as well 
as mental health support in radiation emergency situations.  
(27 June – 1 July) 

UNCCT held a launch 
event in New York 
for the publication of 
the guide on “Good 
Practices in the area 
of Border Security and 
Management in the 
context of Counter-
Terrorism: The 
Republic of Korea Model”. The document will serve as a guide 
for other countries when they are developing new or revised 
policies to increase capacity in the areas of counterterrorism 
and border security and management. (30 June)

Special Projects & Innovation Branch (SPIB)
The Programme Office on Parliamentary Engagement in 
Doha, in cooperation with regional parliamentary entities, 

organized the High-Level Conference on Parliamentary 
Support to Victims of Terrorism in Rome to find ways to 
address the rights and needs of victims of terrorism and to 
identify legislative measures that can be implemented to 
enact positive change at the national level. (7-8 June)  

The Global Fusion Cells Programme delivered its second 
“Effective Intelligence Writing” online training course for 
officials from Botswana, Ghana, Uganda and the Southern 
African Development Community (SADC) Secretariat. It 
focused on developing the writing skills of the participants to 
draft intelligence reports effectively, based on which policy-
makers can make their decisions related to fight against 
terrorism. (13 June)

The Global Countering Terrorist Travel Programme convened 
a five-day training in Accra for Ghanaian agencies on utilizing 
the Advance Passenger Information (API) and Passenger 
Name Record (PNR) system. To promote detection and 
counter terrorist travel in Ghana, the training focused on the 
legislative framework of API/PNR system, “goTravel” software 
and its connectivity with INTERPOL databases.  (13-17 June)

The Global Programme on Countering Terrorist Threats 
against Vulnerable Targets delivered two workshops in Tunis 
(30 May-3 June) and another one in Lomé (27-29 June) to 
present their national roadmaps and to strengthen national 
legislative and regulatory aspects to enhance vulnerable 
targets protection in line with roadmap recommendations.

• The second UNOCT Civil Society 
Roundtable, held virtually, fostered 
engagement with CSOs on youth 
engagement, empowerment and 
protection in counter-terrorism 

and PCVE efforts, and sought 
input on relevant UNOCT activities. 
The event was moderated by the 
Deputy to the USG Mr. Gregorian, 
and hosted 41 representatives 

of civil society, including youth- 
and women-led organizations. It 
provided a platform for youth to 
share insights from their CT and 
PCVE initiatives. (30 June)
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