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Your Excellency, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, Anténio Guterres,

Your Excellency, the Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations Counter-Terrorism Office,
Vladimir Ivanovich Voronkov,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Al Salaam Alaykum wa Rahmat Allah wa barkatu

At the outset, | would like to extend my warmest congratulations to His Excellency the
Secretary-General of the United Nations for his re-appointment as Secretary-General.

We are very pleased with this reappointment, as it represents an opportunity for him to
continue his efforts to reform the United Nations and bring it to a level that will keep pace with
the changes, face challenges, realize expectations, and further consolidate the leading role of
the United Nations in the field of combating terrorism. We assure him of our continued support
in this noble mission.

| would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate my friend and colleague the Under-
Secretary-General of the United Nations Counter-Terrorism Office,
Mr. Vladimir lvanovich Voronkov and the staff of the United Nations Office of Counter-
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Terrorism, for organizing this high-level conference, and for securing a broad international
participation, hoping for creative ideas and recommendations that would meet
the expectations of member states.

Frankly, the task that my colleague the Permanent Representative of

Spain and | were entrusted with to co-facilitate the Seventh Review of the United

Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy have showed us the tireless efforts undertaken by
the United Nations, especially the Office of Counter-Terrorism. |, therefore, salute all the staff
of this Office for their efforts, hoping that the tasks assigned and entrusted to them would be
facilitated by providing the necessary stable and sustainable resources they require.

| call on the Secretary-General of the United Nations to positively consider the proposal

to upgrade the status of the United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism to a Department, in
light of the growing interest in countering terrorism, and the services rendered and
provided by this office on issues which touch international peace and security.

Your Excellency, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, Anténio Guterres,

Your Excellency, the Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations Counter-Terrorism Office,
Vladimir lvanovich Voronkov,

Ladies and gentlemen,

The terrorist acts to which different regions of the world have been exposed to, have shown
that terrorism is a global phenomenon, not associated with any religion, belief, country, or
peoples. Terrorism is a global scourge that threatens the security and stability of all of us, and
confronting it requires international cooperation and global solutions.

I, therefore, call on the international community to act in a spirit of collective responsibility,
with one standard and one voice against terrorism, and to avoid double standards and false
stereotypes which run counter to our efforts in combating terrorism and extremist
ideologies, in this fight we have to be united with a focus on the high interests of the
international community.

Accordingly, | believe that we must stand firmly against the new manifestations of terrorism,
which unfortunately some tend to describe as manifestations of violence. However, in
reality, they are none but acts of terrorism. As a result, | call not to be lenient

with such manifestations of terrorism and not underestimate their danger, and to do all
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possible to hold the perpetrators of such acts accountable, as murder and destruction is their
agenda.

| also call for a paradigm shift from the stereotypical image of terrorism, which unfortunately
was based on wrong stereotypes, some of which may be regarded as racist, which have in
fact contributed to the spread of hate and some negative, but equally dangerous. phenomena
such as anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, xenophobia, hostility towards followers of other
religions and belief.

Religions have nothing to do with terrorism; terrorists only represent their extremist and
violent ideologies. For that reason, we must not drift behind those extremist slogans promoted
by a few, and | also call for respect for religions and religious symbols of all peoples. The
exercise of freedom of expression and freedom of opinion does not mean insulting others and
degrading their values. Respect for others, peaceful coexistence and acceptance of differences
are among the foundations of a diverse world; a world where everyone, regardless of their
differences, can work and develop.

| cannot fail to point out the necessity of researching the root causes of terrorism, as ignorance,
poverty, persecution, racism, hatred, and foreign occupation encourage extremism

and promote terrorism. Thus, spreading justice and development and promoting awareness are
key in preventing and countering terrorism.

It goes without saying that any strategy to combat terrorism at the global, regional, national
or local level must rest on a solid foundation of International Law, International Humanitarian
Law and Human Rights law, in particular, respect for the freedoms of societies and
individuals, and to allow active and vibrant civil society is a must.

| also believe that for any counter-terrorism strategy to succeed women, children

and vulnerable segments of a society must be protected and their rights and needs

are safeguarded at all costs. We should not lose sight of the fact that our international system is
based on the rule of law and the respect of international law and the principles of the United
Nations, most notably those contained in the Charter of the United Nations.

In conclusion, | would like to emphasize that we are all together in this fight against extremism
and terrorism, and winning this war depends on everyone’s cooperation and respect for

each other. Consequently, | call on everyone to leave political differences aside and

work together in a team spirit, and to keep in mind what brings us all together and what unites
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us in global human values and higher interests, based on justice, peace and respect for (and
of) all.

Thank you,
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