
 

 

 

 

CLOSING REMARKS BY: 

 

 

H.E. Ambassador Mohamed Al Hassan 

Permanent Representative of the Sultanate of Oman to the United Nations 

and 

Co-Facilitator for the Seventh Review of the 

United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

during the  

Virtual Dialogue with 

Human Rights and Civil Society Partners on Building 

a Better Paradigm to Prevent and Counter Terrorism 

 

26 May 2021 

  



1- It is a pleasure and honor to take part in this “Virtual Dialogue 

with Human Rights and Civil Society Partners” on “Building a 

Better Paradigm to Prevent and Counter Terrorism.” 

 

2- Allow me to start by thanking the United Nations Office of 

Counter- Terrorism and the Permanent Mission of Spain to the 

United Nations, for this important but necessary dialogue. 

 

3- Over two days we have, attentively, listened to remarks, views, and 

recommendations from eminent personalities and experts on 

subject of terrorism which, unfortunately, is going to be with us for 

many years to come.  

 

4- I would also like to thank the Under Secretary-General for 

Counter-Terrorism, keynote and distinguished speakers, panelists, 

and commentators for their invaluable contributions which have, 

undoubtedly, enriched this debate and expanded our horizon to a 

higher level.  

 

5- I would also like to specifically thank them for their rise above 

national and institutional affiliations which have provided us with 

candid, professional, and practical recommendations on 

counterterrorism.   

 

6- Winning the war on terrorism requires a closer dialogue and 

cooperation between all stakeholders including states’ 

representatives, human rights and civil society actors, international 

civil servants, academics, experts, and local leaders.   

 



7- It is crucially important for us to conduct a frank, honest and free 

of political and institutional affiliation discussion on terrorism and 

counterterrorism.  

 

8- The story of terrorism (and counterterrorism), as we all know, has 

many and variant interpretations, depending on which side of the 

river you stand on.  

 

9- Frankly, what I saw and observed, in my capacity as a co-

facilitator for the United Nations Global Strategy on Counter 

Terrorism, a divided and, at times, politically driven discussions.   

 

10- If we are to win the war on terrorism, I believe, it is 

important for us to act differently and be consistent and fair in our 

demands and, above all, united. It makes no sense to demand 

others to do things that we cannot accept or commit ourselves to in 

the first place.   

 

11- The global war on terrorism demands that we must be true to 

international law, humanitarian law, human rights law and the just 

application of international standards, no matter where, who, and 

where we stand. 

 

12- I see a room for improvement when it comes to international 

efforts in countering terrorism. I, wholeheartedly, believe there is 

much to gain if there is a closer coordination and cooperation 

between the General Assembly, Security Council, and the United 

Nations on counter terrorism.    

 



13- I believe no organization other than the United Nations is 

more suitable to be tasked with this global counterterrorism efforts. 

The outreach of the United nations, the professionalism of its staff 

and, more importantly, the dedication of member states make it 

unique.   

 

14- Yes, our war against terrorism is conducted in the absence of  

an internationally agreed definition of terrorism, which, in my 

opinion, is a thumbs up to the international community, most 

notably, to the United Nations’ office of Counter Terrorism, they 

have done a wonderful job despite this legal shortcoming.  

 

15- The lack of an internationally agreed definition of terrorism, 

by design or by default, should not make us complacent to 

terrorism at home at our own backyards.  

 

16- A terrorist must be referred to as a terrorist, however, to 

name some who commit acts of terrorism as terrorists and to name 

others who commit the same acts as “violent extremists” or “far 

right” or “extreme left” that is doing disservice to this global cause 

which might erode the global solidarity.  

 

17- We also must go beyond stereotypes, terrorism today is quite 

different than 10 years ago, therefore, talking about building a 

better paradigm to prevent and combat terrorism necessitate that 

we must go beyond the September- 11 paradigm, a paradigm shift 

is a must and needed.   

 

18- Terrorism should not be associated with any religion or faith. 

Terrorists are far from religions and faiths. In fact, they misuse 



religions and faith and other cherished symbols to further their 

agendas.     

 

19- For those who are making links between religions and 

terrorism, we tell them stop you know nothing, and you are no 

authority nor expert on the subject.   

 

20- We also have to be careful when using terminologies. It is 

quite disturbing to see a few who claim to be experts on terrorism 

and counterterrorism that wrongly misuse terms such “Islamists, 

Jihadists, ….” We say to those you are not helping. In fact, you are 

insulting millions if not billions of people from around the world.  

 

21- We have seen new forms of terrorism which has nothing to 

do with Islam, in fact Muslims were victims, I am referring here to 

the 2019 Christchurch massacre, the 2011 Massacre in Norway by 

Anders Behring Brevik, the 2019 Bærum shooting by Philip 

Manshaus, and many others, but I would like to give credit to New 

Zealand and Norway for the way they professionally handled and 

dealt with such incidents in the most exemplary manner.   

 

22- The world has changed, and it is changing however having 

said that I believe the years to come will make our efforts in 

countering terrorism more valid and worthy. We should leave our 

political bias outside if we are truly to confront and eradicate 

terrorism. As I have mentioned earlier, we are in this fight together 

 

23- Human rights are especially important, but one needs not to 

selectively apply human rights, we should apply human rights 

across the spectrum.  



 

24- What is happening in “Alhawl” camp is unacceptable in 

every standard. 64 thousand living in such conditions if nothing is 

done and done quickly it is a recipe of greater disaster. 

 

25- Repatriation of women and children is a sound policy and the 

most effective way to counter terrorism.   

 

26- Hate speeches, xenophobia and islamophobia contribute to 

terrorism and something ought to be done. 

 

27- We all know, from experts and various studies, that there are 

causes for terrorism, among which poverty, lack of hope, foreign 

domination, and, at times, state actions. We ought to look at these 

causes  

 

28- States and government need to walk the talk …. 

 

29- We all can do better in this global fight against terrorism 

because not doing so is riskier.  

 

Thank you for your attention.    

 

 

 

 

 

 


