
      
 

UNCCT and UNICRI jointly launched a new research initiative: 
Counter-Terrorism in the Age of Artificial Intelligence  

 
The Hague-New York, 30 June. The United Nations Counter-Terrorism Centre (UNCCT) at the United 
Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT) and the Centre on Artificial Intelligence and Robotics of 
United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI) have launched a new joint 
research initiative to enhance understanding of artificial intelligence (AI) in counter-terrorism. 

This initiative will seek to explore the risk-benefit duality of this technology, including the possibility 
of the malicious use of AI by terrorist groups and individuals, and the potential of leveraging the 
technology to support counter-terrorism operations. With respect to the latter, this initiative will 
closely examine how AI can enhance the capacities of counter-terrorism authorities to predict and 
automate investigations to identify and prevent terrorist use of social media and the Internet in South 
Asia and South East Asia. 

The UN Under-Secretary-General for Counter-Terrorism and Executive Director of UNCCT, Mr. 
Vladimir Voronkov, stated “It is imperative to better understand the implications of AI in the field of 
counter-terrorism and to raise awareness of the threats and opportunities among Member States. 
This joint initiative is one of the responses of UNCCT to support Member States, and the results of the 
research will be incorporated into our capacity-building work.” 

Echoing these remarks, the Director of UNICRI, Ms. Bettina Tucci Bartsiotas, said “We are very much 
breaking new ground with this joint initiative. AI is here to stay and so we must learn all that we can 
about its opportunities and risks. I am delighted to be cooperating with UNCCT on this and believe 
that together we can unlock the potential of AI for counter-terrorism in a responsible manner and be 
better prepared for any possible future malicious use of these technological advancements.” 
 
The joint endeavour is part of the planned outcomes of the Strategic Partnership Agreement between 
UNICRI and UNOCT, which underscores the need for an efficient, coherent and coordinated approach 
for information sharing between the two organizations on preventing and countering terrorism.     

This initiative will complement UNICRI’s existing work on AI. Since 2015, UNICRI, through its Centre 
for AI and Robotics, has been advancing understanding of AI, as well as the broader ecosystem of 
related technologies, from the perspective of crime, justice, rule of law and security. It has convened 
expert-level conferences with international network of partners and stakeholders, including a global 
forum, co-organized with INTERPOL, on AI for law enforcement. 

The initiative is also part of the UNCCT’s Global Counter-Terrorism Programme on Cybersecurity and 
New Technologies, that seeks to support Member States, international and regional organizations and 
UN entities to raise awareness of the cyber terrorism threats and to enhance technical capacities 
required to prevent, mitigate and counter the misuse of new technologies, including the Internet and 
AI, by  terrorists and violent extremist groups to perpetrate attacks against critical infrastructure. Since 
2018, UNCCT has successfully implemented several projects under this Programme and produced, in 
collaboration with INTERPOL, the handbook entitled “Using the Internet and Social Media for Counter-
Terrorism investigations”. UNCCT has also supported the development of the handbook “The 
protection of critical infrastructure against terrorist attacks: Compendium of good practices”. 

This initiative is funded with generous contributions from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Japan. 



      
Background 
 
NOCT, was established in June 2017 to provide leadership on the implementation of General Assembly 
counter-terrorism mandates, to enhance coordination and coherence through the Global Counter-
Terrorism Compact, and to strengthen the delivery of the United Nations counter-terrorism capacity 
building assistance to Member States, through UNCCT. 
 
Since April 2012, UNCCT has implemented more than 80 capacity-building projects at global, regional 
and national levels. The Centre focuses its activities on countries and regions where the threat of 
terrorism is most acute.  
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