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SRSG Michael Keating statement: UN High-level Conference of Heads of 

Counter-Terrorism Agencies of Member States 

 

Session IV: Strengthening the role and capacity of the United Nations to 

support Member States to implement the United Nations Global Counter-

Terrorism Strategy 

 

29 June 2018 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

Somalia continues to be subject to terrorist attacks by violent extremists on an 

ongoing basis. The Truck bomb in Mogadishu on October 14th 2017 that killed 

over 600 people including many children was the most terrible reminder of this. 

 

Violent extremism and terrorist attacks have contributed to humanitarian 

suffering, including massive displacement as well individual tragedies that 

affect every family and community. Many Somali and African security forces 

have paid with their lives.  

 

The costs are not just human but financial, economic and political, undermining 

investment, job creation and growth, increasing the cost of doing business and 

of assistance, and retarding the government’s reform agenda, whether in the 

security, constitutional, electoral or socio-economic arenas. 

 

The Federal Government of Somalia recognizes the gravity of the terrorist 

challenge and is partnering with the UN and the broader international 

community including the African Union and AMISOM to promote a coherent 

response within the context of the National Strategy to Counter and Prevent 

Violent Extremism. This recognizes that fighting terrorism must include 

effective CT and intelligence capabilities, as evidenced by the President’s 

personal leadership in the security reform field. But crucially, the government 

recognizes that effective measures to counter terrorism must also go well 

beyond that. 

 

The government’s Comprehensive Approach to Security thus includes 

strengthening of security institutions, including the army, maritime and 

intelligence, but also investment in local governance, rule of law and policing, 

as well as tailored measures to prevent and counter violent extremism. These 

measures include strategic communication activities, undertaken by and with 

civil society, local religious scholars and the diaspora, that are focused on the 

attitudes of young people towards extremists. 
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Madam Chair, 

 

Yesterday, the Secretary General emphasized the importance of preventing 

terrorism. Success means addressing the deficits that terrorists exploit, including 

absence of opportunity for young people – 80% of the Somali population being 

under 35 years old; provision of basic services, which in turn means increasing 

revenues to the state whether from taxation, revenues or by improving public 

financial management; fighting corruption; and addressing local and core 

grievances which are easily exploited by Al-Shabaab, Da’esh and other 

extremists.  Reconciliation and conflict resolution are essential to sustained 

success. 

 

The UN and its partners is working hand in hand with the government in all 

these areas, including by supporting the Comprehensive Approach to Security, 

developing a national recovery and resilience programme to generate jobs and 

economic opportunity especially for young people, and by partnering to develop 

the National Reconciliation Framework. UNSOM, is the only Special Political 

Mission that has a mandate to support the national Prevention of Violent 

Extremism strategy. 

 

In addition to providing technical support, the UN is supporting resource 

mobilization and promoting more coordinated engagement around national 

plans and systems by international partners, both within each field of activity 

and across them.  

 

Somalia wants to be an exporter of security, not of extremism and insecurity. It 

cannot take on this challenge alone. Regional cooperation and international 

solidarity are essential. Your continued support both to Somalia and to the UN 

are key elements for progress. 

 


