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President, Colleagues 

 

 

When the United Nations Global Strategy 

against terrorism was adopted in 2006, nobody 

could have expected that 16 years after, that 

political instrument would be the centerpiece of the 

common efforts of the international community 

against terrorism. The Strategy is the political 

foundation for all national counter terrorism 

strategies formulated by Member States. The 

importance of this document resides its well-

balanced four pillars touching all the aspects of 

counter terrorism activities. 

 



The First Pillar on “the measures to address 

conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism” was 

the most difficult to agree upon since many 

countries were of the opinion that those measures 

were too vague and without direct impact on the 

fight against terrorism. And yet today, this pillar 

constitutes the core of any solid strategy against 

terrorism. It should be stressed that the importance 

of UNSG’s plan of action against violent extremism 

of f the United Nations is self-evident. Countering 

the appeal of terrorism, preventing and resolving 

conflicts, fostering dialogue and understanding as 

well as promoting economic and social development 

are essential policies and indispensable preventative 

measures in that regard.  

 

In that context, we may recall a few essential 

elements of the strategy. First, the three other pillars 

are equally important and a balanced approach is 

still needed to build efficient counter terrorism 

measures. Pillar Four, on respecting Human Rights 

and the Rule of Law tells us that without respecting 

these rights and principles, there is no hope for the 

strategy to be successful since it is the only way to 

get a buy-in and support of people all over the world 

as well as of the civil society and the private sector. 



Pillar Three, on the capacity measures and technical 

assistance is also a necessity. Without solid 

institutions capable to counter terrorist 

organizations, there is no future for our collective 

action against terrorism. 

 

However, as the Permanent Observer of the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, I 

would like to make an appeal for more involvement 

of national parliaments and address the issue, 

among other approaches, through Parliamentary 

Diplomacy. We see that counter terrorism measures 

have not yet fully reached their goals despite all our 

efforts to date. Parliamentarians are truly 

representatives of the civil society, even ‘we the 

people’, and PAM, as an Observer at the United 

Nations, has been consistently in engaging the 

Parliamentarians effective and practical efforts to 

help reduce conditions conducive to the spread of 

terrorism, especially in the Middle East Region 

where regional parliaments are well represented in 

PAAM. For this reason, our organization can play a 

crucial role in trying to reduce the intensity of the 

threat through Parliamentarians political dialogue in 

promoting peace and stability. In doing so, PAM 

contributes in the best way it can to implement the 



Pillar Two of the UN Strategy on preventing and 

combatting terrorism. 

 

Mr. President, 

 

PAM is an excellent laboratory for testing and 

reviewing legal frameworks against terrorism. Well 

crafted and balanced legislation is always a 

guarantee for efficient and applicable counter 

terrorism legal framework. Still, we should make an 

appeal for a speedy implementation of the UN 

international instruments against terrorism. It is 

unfortunate that still today, many countries of the 

world have not yet established national legislation 

that is in concordance with those instruments.  

 

M. President, 

 

The role of criminal legislation enacted in 

concordance with UN international instruments is 

essential. 

 - How can we bring terrorists to justice and provide 

just compensations to the victims of terrorist acts 

while respecting the rule of law and human rights 

without a solid legal framework?  



 - How can we combat impunity of the members of 

Daesch without such laws that are compatible with 

each other to comply with the principle of dual 

criminality? 

 

We are in 2018 and the UN Counter Terrorism 

Strategy has not yet produced all the effects 

required to have the proper measures in place but 

those I just mentioned are key ones and we hope 

that these will given priority as we move forward. 

 

M. President 

 

PAM already works very closely with the Office 

of Counter Terrorism (OCT) recently created by the 

Secretary General as well as with the Counter-

Terrorism Executive Directorate (CTED) and the 

Counter terrorism Committee of the Security Council 

and UN Office of Drugs and Crime in Vienna 

(UNODC).  We stand ready to increase our 

cooperative efforts for the best implementation of 

the Counter Terrorism Strategy. 

 

Thank you.        

   


