
Strengthening the role and capacity of the United Nations to support Member States to 

implement the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy 

 

I am honoured to be delivering this statement on behalf of Ireland on strengthening the role and 

capacity of the United Nations in the field of counter-terrorism. 

Having direct experience of protracted domestic terrorism in Ireland, we are fully aware of the central 

role resilience must play in any national response. Today’s threat however differs from that of the past 

and in recent years, we have seen terrorist organisations evolve to become increasingly transnational. 

Ireland is guided in its counter-terrorism efforts by the four pillars of the UN Global Counter-Terrorism 

Strategy. Given the borderless nature of the threat, we see multilateral engagement and collaboration 

as the best avenue we have for effectively countering global terrorism.  

We are also fully supportive of the work being done at EU level, most notably through the Counter 

Terrorism Coordinator, the European Counter-Terrorism Centre at Europol, the Counter-Terrorism 

Fusion Centre at Interpol and the internal and external-facing counter terrorism working groups. We 

look forward to continuing our engagement at the UN, the EU, with our international security partners 

and through the Global Coalition to defeat Da’esh. 

We also welcome the fact that there is a significant civil society participation in this conference and 

encourage further efforts to strengthen this partnership.  

Ireland’s Police and Security Service, An Garda Siochána, considers direct community engagement as 

the key to countering radicalisation and, to this end, our model has been cited as an instance of best 

international practice. Our engagement is led through the Garda Racial, Intercultural and Diversity 

Office which is in contact with our minority communities through a network of Garda (Police) Ethnic 

Liaison Officers dispersed throughout the country.  

This process has enabled An Garda Síochána to address the wider policing concerns of these minority 

communities. It also addresses a key element in any counter radicalisation approach. That is that the 

community itself does not perceive itself to be the subject of attention simply because of the terrorist 

threat, but rather a valued section of wider society. It is, therefore, a mutually beneficial relationship. 

It is one which fosters integration. Continued investment in this aspect of policing is key in ensuring 

Ireland protects itself from the negative effects of radicalisation and the possibility of home-grown 

terrorist threats.  

We also lean significantly on the academic world to inform our strategies: In particular the work of 

Maura Conway Professor of International Security at Dublin City University (DCU), and coordinator of 



VOX-Pol, an EU-funded project on violent online political extremism. I should also mention the work 

of Dr Orla Lynch of University College Cork in the area of understanding radicalisation and her work in 

developing our response, from a practitioner’s perspective, to child returnees from conflict zones.   

We believe that any approach to countering terrorist threats must involve all elements of counter-

intelligence, which is why we integrate military intelligence, both at home and through our 

peacekeeping presence overseas, into our holistic national approach to addressing the terrorist threat. 

In the context of Ireland’s candidature for the UN Security Council in 2021 we see a central role for 

the UN in leading the coordinated and inclusive response of member States to terrorism. The creation 

and ongoing work of the Office of Counter Terrorism and the Counter Terrorism Committee Executive 

Directorate presents a unique opportunity to help facilitate real and tangible change in the global fight 

against terrorism.   

We believe there needs to be a continued concerted effort to increase the visibility and effectiveness 

of UN counter-terrorism activities. Ireland supports having the OCT as the central point of 

coordination for other UN agencies (such as UNICEF, UNICRI, UNODC) in order to achieve greater 

cooperation, coordination and coherence in countering terrorism activiites. We also stand willing to 

contribute to UN efforts, using whatever resources we have available, and to contribute to capacity-

building in our partner countries, notably in Africa and the Middle East. 

Not alone are communities being destroyed, our international rules-based order is also being 

challenged by non-state actors, terrorism and violent extremism. We can most effectively combat and 

defeat the extreme ideologies driving terrorism if we work together, sharing our knowledge and 

resources, to form a comprehensive international response which tackles both cause and effect. 

We note that the United Nations peacekeeping operation in Mali (MINUSMA) has become among the 

deadliest in UN history, suffering from attacks by violent extremists and terrorists. While we recognise 

the need to look at more robust mandates to improve operational capacity, the primacy of preserving 

the UN’s international legitimacy and its role as an impartial conflict arbiter must be upheld by all 

member States. 

To conclude, let me re-assert Ireland’s firm commitment to counter terrorism in all its forms and our 

willingness to contribute to UN efforts in this area. Above all, we see development and security as 

being mutually reinforcing and vital to an effective and comprehensive approach to countering 

terrorism.  

I thank you for affording me the opportunity to address the conference and wish you all the best in 

taking forward the international fight against terrorism. 


