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Chairpersons, 

The International Atomic Energy Agency welcomes the opportunity to address this 

important meeting. 

For many, the IAEA is associated primarily with our work to prevent the spread of nuclear 

weapons.  In fact, however, our work covers so much more, particularly, almost everything 

concerning nuclear science and technology.   

Nuclear technology plays a much bigger role in our daily lives than most people realize.  

From the microchips and battery in your smartphone, to the tires on your car and the electrical 

cables in the walls and floors of your home - items like these are routinely treated with radiation.  

Radiation technology can reveal otherwise invisible cracks in aircraft, etc.  It plays a key role in the 

diagnosis and treatment of major diseases like cancer.  And, everyone knows the technology can be 

used to generate electricity. 

Because of the risks involved with the use of such technology, it is essential that nuclear and 

other radioactive materials be used safely and securely to protect people and the environment from 

harm.  They must not be allowed to fall into the hands of terrorists or other criminals.  This is the 

focus of nuclear security.  

While nuclear security is the responsibility of national governments, Member States 

recognize that international cooperation is essential. 

The IAEA helps states to fulfil their responsibilities in this regard, namely, to develop 

sustainable nuclear security capacity to protect, detect, prevent and respond to nuclear security 

related incidents.  The Agency provides a global platform through which countries cooperate to 

minimize the risk of nuclear and other radioactive material and associated facilities from being 

misused in a malicious way.  

We do so by promoting binding conventions, non-binding instruments and internationally 

accepted guidance, and by offering States practical assistance, expert advice, equipment and training.  

A key instrument in this regard is the Amendment to the Convention on the Physical 

Protection of Nuclear Material which came into force in May 2016. The original Convention covers 

the physical protection of nuclear material in international transport.  The Amendment expands 

coverage to include the protection of nuclear material in domestic use, storage and transport and the 

protection of nuclear facilities against acts of sabotage. 
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It requires State Parties to establish appropriate physical protection regimes for nuclear 

material.  It also contains new provisions to exchange information on sabotage and credible threats 

of sabotage.  Now that the instrument is in place, it may be more effectively implemented. 

Computer security is another important aspect of nuclear security, as reliance on digital 

systems grows.  Strengthening computer security capabilities at the State and facility level, to guard 

against cyber threats that could adversely affect nuclear security, remains a priority for the Agency 

and for Member States.  Our work in this area includes activities to build awareness; we also develop 

practical guidance. 

We maintain a unique global Incident and Trafficking Database which registers reports of 

incidents of trafficking, thefts, losses and other unauthorized activities involving nuclear and other 

radioactive material.  We also promote nuclear security culture in States. 

The Agency’s work to facilitate, upon request, international cooperation and coordination on 

nuclear security between States and relevant organizations is not limited to reducing duplication of 

efforts, but also includes facilitating information exchange on nuclear security and strengthening the 

international legal framework.  We convene periodic information exchange meetings with other 

international entities.  Upon request, and with the consent of the host government, we accompany 

other organizations on missions, or invite them to join us on ours.  Currently, the IAEA co-chairs 

the United Nations Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force Working Group on Preventing 

and Responding to Weapons of Mass Destruction Terrorist attacks. 

Before closing I would like to note that the third IAEA International Conference on Nuclear 

Security, at ministerial level, will be held in Vienna in February 2020.  We will discuss these issues 

and more. 

Finally, I would just like to say that the IAEA’s work complements the objectives outlined in 

the Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy whose implementation we remain committed. 

Thank you.  


