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Thank you for this opportunity to add Fiji’s voice on how the role and 

capacity of the United Nations can be strengthened to implement the 

United Nations Global-Counter Terrorism Strategy.   

Before sharing Fiji’s views on the theme of our discussion this afternoon, I 

firstly wish to extend Fiji’s appreciation to the President of the General 

Assembly and the Secretary-General for convening this meeting.  

We cannot overemphasize the threat terrorism and violent extremism poses 

to international peace and security internationally, regionally and 

nationally. And Fiji is no exception.  

Fiji and other Pacific Island States are very vulnerable to the threat of 

terrorism and violent extremism because it is isolated and remotely located 

in the vast Pacific Ocean. To add, the vast of the Pacific Ocean challenges 

Fiji and other Pacific Island State to sustain security along our maritime 

boundaries. In this connection, having durable and genuine partnerships 

with the United Nations, Civil societies, development partners and 

developed countries is necessary and crucial to us. We therefore stress the 

importance of cooperation, integration and sharing of information of 

terrorism amongst all stakeholders because terrorism and violent extremism 

affects us all.  

In addition, the United Nations should have the capacity in thoroughly 

understanding daily business in all the respective regions in the world.  I 



wish to highlight here of Fiji’s contribution in peacekeeping in its effort to 

maintaining peace and security since the 1970s. Fijian peacekeepers are 

serving in one of the most volatile regions in the world and they have 

witnessed some ugly and bad experiences. I would like to underscore in this 

connection, the importance of the United Nations thoroughly understanding 

how the daily business are conducted in all the regions. The capacity in 

thoroughly understanding all the regions in the United Nations in Fiji’s view 

is crucial. Another challenge I can share, is language and culture.  Fiji is well 

rooted in tradition and culture and Fijian peacekeepers perform our Fijian 

culture everywhere they serve. It has been witnessed by our Fijian 

peacekeepers that culture contribute to maintaining peace and security.   

To add, understanding and speaking the language of the respective regions 

is of great importance. Having the capacity in the United Nations to speak 

the language of all the regions is an important tool in countering terrorism. 

Language and culture work hand in hand and Fiji is confident that including 

exchange of culture and language can assist in all of us.   

Though Fiji has experienced these grave challenges, I wish to assure this 

august body, that Fiji’s commitment is steadfast and I take this opportunity 

to encourage Member States that we all need to work together. Fiji believes 

that if we collectively work together in unison, we can successfully counter 

terrorism and violent extremism in a sustainable manner. We need to 

support each other, Member States to support the UN and the UN to 

support Member States.  

Furthermore, equipped with the right capacity and ability in countering 

terrorism is equally important. In Fiji’s attempt to address the evolving 

nature of terrorism and violent extremism, Fiji now focuses on capacity 

building in training deploying peacekeepers to understand the linkages of 

conflict and terrorism. Technology and access to technology also contribute 

positively in countering terrorism. Denying, preventing and suppressing 

terrorist access to technology in Fiji’s view is a right step to the right 

direction.  

We all want to live together in prosperity and peace and we can only 

achieve this if we collectively work together internationally, regionally and 

sub-regionally. I wish to add in this connection the contribution from the 



civil society. Successful implementation of this strategy will no doubt require 

popular support, which can only be built and sustained with the support 

and cooperation of civil society. 

To conclude, I wish to reiterate and reaffirm Fiji’s strong and unequivocal 

condemnation of terrorism in all its forms and manifestation, committed by 

whomever, whoever and for whatever purpose.  

Thank you  

 

  


