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Excellencies, distinguished delegates, colleagues, 

We are grateful for this opportunity to participate in the first high-level confererence organized by 

the Office of Counter-Terrorism. 

I am speaking on behalf of my organization, the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) 

which represents 184 local human rights groups in over 100 countries. We have taken action against

overextended states of emergency, unlawful forms of surveillance, arbitrary detention and arrest, 

and acts of torture and the crackdown on civil society in the name of national security. We have 

represented victims who have been violated by terrorist actors and victims who have been violated 

in the context of countering terrorism. 

 The fight against terrorism has legitimately become a key priority of the international community 

and garnered unprecedented levels of cooperation amongst member-states but it has also generated 

a multiplicity of measures that resulted in a complexified counter-terrorism structure, today heavily 

influenced by states with a poor record of protecting human rights while countering terrorism. 

Since the end of the 5th review of the Global CT Strategy, FIDH has published a landmark report 

that systematically deconstructs all arms of the current UN counter-terrorism architecture that has 

been created over the past 17 years. Our report shows that the rapid escalation and blind approval of

counter terrorism policies has created new vehicles for human rights violations.

We trust that our report has been instrumental in better informing all actors involved from civil 

society to member-states to UN officials, which in itself demonstrates the value that transparency 

and civil society organizations can offer for more effective UN counter-terrorism efforts. 

FIDH welcomed the creation  of the OCT and calls upon member-states to ensure the office has the 



necessary support and ressources to effectively enhance and strengthen coordination and coherence 

accross the UN counter-terrorism system with a strong commitment to human rights oversight and 

programming. 

In that regard, we encourage further cooperation with civil society, including with human rights and

humanitarian ngos in the implementation of the Global Strategy. 

Over the years, our organizations have been documenting and denouncing the sometimes 

systematic, silencing of dissenting voices and independent NGOs, as well as the increasing closure 

of civic space, at national, regional, and international levels, often under the pretext of fighting 

terrorism and extremism. Even though member states have been tasked through multiple resolutions

to engage with civil society, a vital partner, as well as a regulator, in countering terrorist narratives 

and addressing “conditions conducive to terrorism”, the current architecture does not provide any 

concrete guidance to do so. We deplore that, due to increased political polarization, the review of 

the GCTS that just took place, has not achieved any significant positive development in that respect.

The protection and promotion of human rights in counter-terrorism efforts is enshrined in Pillar IV 

of the Strategy. Though member-states should be working towards effectively mainstreaming 

human rights in the implementation of all four pillars of the strategy, human rights are often, 

minimized to a generic line in a resolution, reduced to a few questions on a country-visit survey, 

securitized in the PVE agenda, and as importantly, under-funded and under-staffed in its 

programming.  

Nevertheless, we would like to acknowledge CTED's recent efforts to engage more with civil 

society, in line with its renewed mandate last December, as well as the OCT's availability to further 

explore areas for collaboration with our organizations. 

In conclusion, we believe that the Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy will be better implemented 

- If the cooperation between the GA, Security Council and Secretariat bodies is clearly articulated in

order to overcome silos and effectively coordinate counter-terrorism efforts

- If all UN bodies and entities involved in counter-terrorism ensure greater transparency in all of 

their work by making their activities publicly available.



- If all UN counter-terrorism entities and programmes are funded through the UN regular budget 

in order to encourage equal influence in the development of counter-terrorism activities, including 

the sustainability and potential expansion of the OCT with a human rights unit and ensure that CT 

bodies, including OHCHR, have the necessary capacities to operate in an efficient manner.

- And finally, in addition to engaging with independent civil society organizations, Member-states 

should clearly and unconditionnally support, cooperate with, and interact with UN and regional 

human rights mechanisms that are relevant to the fight against terrorism.

I thank you. 


