
Mr. Chair, 

Your excellencies, 

Distinguished colleagues,  

 

On behalf of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations, I would like to express 

our gratitude for the invitation to this important event.  

 

I have come to this meeting straight from the Security Council, where I have 

briefed on our work on mine action.  Our mine action colleagues are, day-by-day, 

conducting tangible, concrete activities that help to protect our peacekeepers from 

asymmetric attacks, including those that are carried out by armed groups using 

terrorist tactics  

 

In peacekeeping settings and beyond, UNMAS has been helping to mitigate the 

threat of IEDs and explosive remnants of war. This work has become ever more 

challenging, especially as we adapt to managing these hazards in highly populated 

urban environments.   

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

There is a consensus in the United Nations that peacekeeping is not the right tool 

for military counter-terrorism operations. This is not our mandate nor do we 

possess the tools.  At the same time, peace operations are increasingly deployed in 

environments where groups using terrorist tactics pursue transnational goals that 

are inconsistent with the Charter of the United Nations.   

 

 



We therefore need to adapt in the face of this new reality.  

 

With the generous support from the United Kingdom, DPKO is conducting research 

aimed at: (1) better understanding violent extremism and its impact on peace 

operations; (2) adapting policies and tools to engage in complex conflict 

environments; and (3) developing modalities for building capacity of host countries to 

counter terrorism and PVE, within the scope of Missions’ mandates.  

 

DPKO’s support to building capacity of host States stems from Pillar 3 of the 

United Nations Global Strategy, which provides for measures to build national 

capacity and strengthen the role of the United Nations system in that regard. It also 

stems from the Secretary-General’s Plan of Action on Preventing Violent 

Extremism, which requested the integration of PVE in the work of peace 

operations, including in SSR and DDR programmes, as well as through the Global 

Focal Point for Police, Justice, and Corrections.  

 

Mr. Chair,  

We believe that peace operations have a comparative advantage and a key role to 

play in building the capacity of national authorities to counter terrorism and 

prevent violent extremism. For example, United Nations Police can help national 

law enforcement agencies to tailor their community policing strategies, in a way 

that helps build confidence and build community resilience.  Where we have the 

mandate, UN Police can support capacity building in first response, forensics, and 

investigations – as part of our overall efforts to professionalize policing institutions 

and agencies.  Building national capacities to combat transnational organized crime 

and its linkages to financing terrorism is also a key area where we can contribute.  



Likewise, peace operations can help national authorities to establish CT/PVE 

legislative frameworks; build national prosecution capacity on CT; and support 

prevention of radicalization in prisons in line with international human rights 

standards. And in supporting the security sector, peace operations can help 

strengthen security sector governance and oversight; address security vacuums due 

to weak security institutions and support border management and control. In 

addition, it ensures that peace operations’ support to non-UN forces conducting 

countering terrorism operations triggers greater compliance with international 

human rights standards in order to avoid deepening grievances. 

The Security Council is also mandating some peace operations to support the 

disengagement of armed actors, including those who have chosen to leave 

extremist groups. In these contexts, experts in DDR are developing community 

violence reduction strategies that incentivize desistance from violent extremism.  

In 2015, MINUSMA was identified as a pilot Mission for CT/PVE national capacity 

building.  In coordination with CTED, OCT, UNODC, and UNDP, our efforts have 

resulted in training and support in first response, investigation, forensic analysis, 

weapons management and IED threat mitigation. MINUSMA has also played a 

critical role in standing up the Specialized Counter Terrorism Judicial Unit and is 

supporting the Government's national border security strategy, which aims at 

preventing the movement of foreign terrorist fighters and the proliferation of arms. 

In our view, partnerships built on comparative advantages help ensure coherence and 

coordination in the support provided by the United Nations. Earlier this year, the 

Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations signed the Global Counter-

Terrorism Coordination Compact.  An initiative of Secretary-General Guterres, this 

Compact aims to strengthen the work of the United Nations in the fight against 



terrorism and violent extremism, through effective coordination and coherence 

between the various UN agencies. DPKO has also entered into partnership 

agreements with the Office of Counter Terrorism, the Counter Terrorism Executive 

Directorate, as well as the United Nations Office for Drugs and Crime in support of 

our work in CT/PVE national capacity building. We expect to shortly conclude a 

similar arrangement with UNDP.  

 

Our success will also rely on partnership with Member States. As the Action for 

Peacekeeping initiative has underscored, we need clear mandates that are backed with 

appropriate resources.  Moreover, we rely on specialized expertise from our 

contributing countries, who provide us with military, police, justice and corrections 

personnel.   

 

I urge all partners to ensure that the Organization’s efforts to support counter-

terrorism align with the Secretary-General’s prevention and sustaining peace agenda.  

We have a responsibility to do no harm; With the right planning and strategies we can 

ensure that we support national authorities in a way that mitigates the risk of 

exacerbating the underlying grievances that fuel extremism.   Security approaches 

alone will not be effective, if they are not balanced with a strong focus on political 

solutions.  This is the United Nations’ comparative advantage.   

 

I would like to conclude by reiterating the Secretary-General’s statement from 

yesterday.  “No one is born a terrorist, but we know that factors such as prolonged 

unresolved conflicts, lack of the rule of law, human rights abuses, poverty, lack of 

opportunities and socioeconomic marginalization can all play a part in transforming 

ideas and grievances into acts of terrorism.  So, preventing and resolving conflicts and 



promoting the rule of law and social and economic progress are our first lines of 

defence.” 

  

Thank you.  

 

 


