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Mr Chairman, 

 

As this session draws to a close, let me join all previous speakers in thanking UN 

Secretary-General António Guterres for the initiative to call this meeting. Thank you, 

Chair, and thank you to your team for the support UNOCT gives to the 

implementation of the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy. 

 

The Council of Europe is a regional organisation whose statutory values are the rule 

of law, human rights and democracy. Our 47 member States strive to uphold these 

values through discussion, agreement and common action. They hold the firm view 

that strong action against terrorism is not contradictory to, but entirely compatible 

with the full respect of the rule of law, human rights and democracy. The more we 

succeed in building inclusive societies based on these values, the more successful 

we will be in protecting, in particular our young people from the calls of the sirens of 

violent extremism.   

 

Let me share some of the lessons we have learned. On sharing of information – the 

Council of Europe experience can be summed up in the words of the Chair of the 

first session, Assistant Secretary-General Michèle Coninsx, when she spoke about 

the importance of trust, trust and trust. The Council of Europe 24/7 network of 

contact points for exchanging first alert information about foreign terrorist fighters 

and returnees today has 46 members. We hold periodic meetings, as we have 

learned the importance of personally knowing who is on the other side of the line 

when exchanging sensitive information. Let me also stress here the value of UNSCR 

2396 (2017) where it calls for the downgrading of intelligence information to facilitate 

its sharing.  

 

The Council of Europe has just completed the implementation of a two year Action 

Plan on the Fight against Violent Extremism and Radicalisation Leading to 

Terrorism. A big part of it was dedicated to concrete measures in in schools and 



prisons, and on the Internet. Let me mention the lessons learned with regard to 

prisons. This is an important issue, because in the near future many foreign terrorist 

fighter returnees will be coming out of prison after having served their sentences for 

terrorism-related offences.  

  

Basics are important – no overcrowding, proper prison management. After many 

years of addressing almost exclusively the needs of prisoners, we are now focusing 

more on prison staff – their training, motivation and capacity to face day-to-day 

tasks. Where it comes to deradicalisation, the role of civil society cannot be 

overstated. Many NGO representatives spoke today. Indeed, social reintegration is 

unthinkable without the engagement of the civil society. What is needed is change in 

societal attitudes to how prisoners and former prisoners are to be treated. We hold 

yearly conferences of Directors of prison and probation services – as one of them 

put it, we should always think about whom we want to be our neighbour.  

 

The Council of Europe will very shortly adopt a Counter-terrorism Strategy for 2018-

2022. It is not possible to cover here all the foreseen actions, which are structured 

around prevent terrorism, prosecute terrorists and protect against terrorism. I will 

only refer to the Counter-terrorism conference on the roles of women and children 

returnees involved in terrorism-related offences, planned for 2019, as this was a 

subject the Co-facilitator of the 6th Review of the UN Global CT Strategy 

Ambassador Kai Sauer spoke about in his intervention.  The conference will focus on 

prevention strategies, criminal justice response and the social reintegration of 

returnees. 

 

Mr Chairman, 

 

The Council of Europe is a regional organisation open to co-operation with others 

and of course with the UN. Many of our legal instruments are open for non-member 

States. This is the case of the Convention on the prevention of terrorism and its 

Additional Protocol, most of our mutual legal assistance instruments, the Convention 

on offences relating to cultural property, the Budapest convention on cybercrime and 

many others. 

 

Mr Chairman, 

 

Let me finish by an inspirational quote from the founding fathers of the Council of 

Europe, which I believe is relevant to the follow-up of this High-Level event. In their 

actions, our member states remain (and I quote) “devoted to the spiritual and moral 

values, which are the common heritage of our peoples and the true source of 

individual freedom, political liberty and the rule of law, principles which form the basis 

of all genuine democracy” (unquote). 

 

Thank you for your attention.  


