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Mr. Under-Secretary-General, 

I would first like to express Brazil's appreciation for the initiative of the Secretary-General to convene 

this first-ever High Level Conference of the Heads of Counter-Terrorism Agencies of the Member 

States. 

I would also like to acknowledge the presence, in my delegation, of the Deputy-Director of the Brazilian 

Intelligence Agency, Frank Oliveira, as well as of Federal Police Commissioner Marcio Derenne. They 

represent the leading agencies for combating terrorism in Brazil. Their participation in this event is an 

example of our firm belief in the centrality of the UN in mustering the discussions on preventing and 

countering terrorism. Their presence also demonstrates Brazil's willingness to further strengthen 

cooperation at operational level with other agencies. 

Over the past years, Brazil has witnessed, with a concern, the proliferation of counterterrorism initiatives 

at the margins of the United Nations. From our vantage point, such approaches can give the opportunity  

to create divisions among countries and groups of countries. While the fight against terrorism remains 

primarily a responsibility of individual States, the United Nations is the main organization that holds the 

necessary legitimacy to bring universal consensus and harmony to the efforts of the international 

community against this scourge. In this aspect, no entity, country or group of countries can replace the 

United Nations.   

The establishment of the UN Office of Counter-Terrorism is a major step towards bringing back to the 

UN, as center of gravity, the discussions on counterterrorism. The signing of the UN Global Counter-

Terrorism Coordination Compact represents another important milestone towards and "all-of-the-UN" 

approach. In order to strengthen the role and the capacity of the organization to support Member States 

in the implementation of the Strategy, further attention should be given to the reform of the UN 

counterterrorism architecture. 



Mr. Under-Secretary-General,  

The UN Counter-Terrorism Center is the capacity-building arm of the UNOCT, with a mandate to create 

projects at global, regional and national levels. For its activities to have even more impact in our joint 

efforts to counter terrorism, we would suggest bottom-up approaches – that is, those centered in the 

capacity-building requests made by Member States themselves. Bottom-up approaches strengthen 

national ownership and engagement, leading to more impact on the ground. Special attention must be 

given to those States with more acute lack of capacities. Transforming the UNCCT Advisory Board in 

a governing body could also be a step in this direction. 

It would also be worth reflecting on the relationship between the assessments by the CTED (Counter-

Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate) and the projects undertaken by the Center. While we 

would advise against confining the capacity-building initiatives to be undertaken by the Center solely to 

the areas identified by CTED, a greater synergy could be developed. The reason for reforming the CT-

architecture at the UN is precisely contributing to an “all-of-the-UN” approach, including by bringing 

General Assembly and Security Council bodies closer – while, of course, understanding and preserving 

their different mandates.  

Mr. Under-Secretary-General, 

As Brazil stated at the adoption of the sixth review of the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, the 

conclusion of the Comprehensive Convention against International Terrorism would create a much-

needed common ground for increased cooperation and assistance. Debates in the Sixth Committee 

have reached a stalemate, but we cannot afford to overlook this gap. It is necessary to consider ways 

to reinvigorate the discussion and provide political push, including through the convening of a high level 

conference under the auspices of the UN. Brazil is willing to be part of this process.  

Mr. Under-Secretary-General,  

My country has been vigilant in preventing terrorism. In coordination with the Brazilian Intelligence 

Agency, in "Operation Hashtag" the Federal Police has recently arrested eleven individual accused of 

promoting ISIS and disseminating extremist messages through social media. In addition, in the context 

of the Rio Olympic Games, in 2016, a number of people were arrested and, recently, eight of them 

were convicted of planning terrorist attacks. 

Mr. Voronkov, I am sure that the Office of Counter Terrorism, together the United Nations Office on 

Drugs and Crime, led by Mr. Fedotov, within their specific mandates, will work in close coordination 

and continue supporting member States in their efforts to improve capacity to fight terrorism in the four 

pillars of the UN Counter-Terrorism Strategy. 

Thank you. 


