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Mr. Chairperson, 

 

I have the honor of delivering this statement on 

behalf of the Group of Friends of Preventing 

Violent Extremism as and when conducive to 

terrorism, consisting of 39 Member States and 

the European Union and co-chaired by Jordan 

and Norway.  

  

Let me start by thanking both Secretary 

General, Antonio Guterres, and Under Secretary 

General, Vladimir Voronkov, the head of UN’s 

Counter Terrorism Office, for being such 

reliable and consistent partners of our Group. 

  

Recent years have seen a steady rise in violent 

extremism. Violent extremism has led to 

indescribable acts of violence and brutality, and 

has caused human suffering and carnage on an 

unprecedented scale.  



Violent extremist ideologies of intolerance and 

brutality pose a challenge to our shared values 

of peace, security, human rights and the rule of 

law.  

  

Terrorism and violent extremism, in all forms 

and manifestations, represent a truly global 

threat. It affects us all and requires a global 

response. Terrorism and violent extremism 

must never be associated with any religion, 

nationality, civilization or ethnic group.   

  

The Group of Friends of PVE seeks to promote 

a comprehensive approach to terrorism and 

violent extremism. We need a balanced 

implementation of all four pillars of the Global 

Strategy, as highlighted in the Plan of Action to 

Prevent Violent Extremism. As the Secretary-

General said in his major counter-terrorism 

statement in London last year, prevention is 

indeed our first line of defense against violent 

extremism and terrorism.  

  

 

 



 

On behalf of Group of Friends, please allow me 

to emphasize six points that we find particularly 

salient.  

  

First, any sustainable strategy to combat 

terrorism and prevent violent extremism must 

encompass not only essential security-based 

measures but also systematic preventive steps 

that address the underlying conditions that 

drive individuals to terrorism and violent 

extremism. We encourage the development of 

regional and national action plans on PVE to 

address these underlying conditions. 

  

Second, we must ensure that all efforts to 

address terrorism and prevent violent 

extremism are respectful of the rule of law and 

in accordance with international law, in 

particular human rights law, refugee law and 

international humanitarian law.  

  

 

 



Third, we must realize that youth and children 

are amongst our most important asset in the 

struggle against terrorism and violent 

extremism. As the Secretary General has 

repeatedly made clear: There is no greater 

resource than our youth. We must therefore 

empower our young people and we must talk 

with them and not only about them. We must 

invest in education programs that build young 

people’s resilience to violent extremist 

messaging and foster a positive sense of 

identity and belonging, as well as of basic 

principles of respect, tolerance and diversity  

  

Fourth, recognizing that broad national 

ownership is key to sustainable prevention, 

States must develop a whole of society 

approach to prevention of violent extremism. 

Civil society and local communities that are 

engaged in the realm of education, economic 

empowerment, development, security, religion 

and culture are often the first to identify early 

signs of radicalization and recruitment.  

 

 



Such actors must be fully integrated in the 

development and implementation of strategies 

to prevent violent extremism.  

 

 

 

Fifth, research tells us that societies that 

respect, protect and promote women’s rights 

are less prone to violent extremism. We must 

recognize the salience of women’s voices, 

experiences and leadership in devising 

effecting policies to prevent violent extremism.  

We must take concrete steps to end all forms of 

discrimination on the basis of gender and to 

empower women as agents of prevention. We 

must better understand and disrupt the efforts 

of violent extremist and terrorist groups to 

recruit, mobilize and retain members through 

the exploitation and manipulation of gender 

norms for men and women, as they are both 

victims and perpetrators of violent extremism.  

  

 

 

 



Sixth, we need a true “One UN approach” that 

institutionalizes PVE across the UN system. 

This requires more coordination and 

cooperation between UN security, development, 

educational, and other relevant entities at 

headquarters and in the field. We welcome the 

newly formed collaborative PVE initiatives by 

UNOCT, UNDP and UNESCO which we believe 

will have a lasting impact on the ground.  
  

 

Thank you.  
 

 


