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Esteemed delegates, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, 

There are clear links between terrorism, violent extremism and the 

perpetration of genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity, which we refer 

to collectively as atrocity crimes.   

These crimes have been committed both by States and by non-State actors, 

including terrorists and violent extremist groups.  In recent years, we have seen 

how some of these groups have misused religion and the false interpretation of 

religious texts to incite and justify violence.    

We have seen this in Syria and in Iraq, where crimes committed by the so-

called Islamic State may amount genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 

– and in Nigeria and Somalia, where Boko Haram and Al-Shabaab continue to 

commit atrocities against the civilian population.   

Regrettably, as we know, many young people have been attracted by the 

ideology of those who promote violent extremism. Grievances, lack of hope or 

opportunities, a desire to fight against real or perceived injustices – and 

sophisticated recruitment campaigns, have all contributed to push and pull young 

people into the trap of violence and terror.  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Our young people are our future.  We must not fail them. The price they, 

their families and our societies pay when they take the road of violence is too high.  

We must support them and respond to the factors that make the ideology of violent 



extremism attractive – at the community, national and international level. To do so 

means engaging with youth to respond to concerns that are very real to them. We 

must include youth in the design and development of solutions, as the Security 

Council called for in Resolution 2250 on Youth, Peace and Security.  Including youth 

in the fight against terrorism and violent extremism must be a priority.    

Distinguished guests, 

Last year, the Secretary-General launched a Plan of Action developed by my 

office that can support this endeavour - the Plan of Action for Religious Leaders and 

Actors to Prevent Incitement to Violence that Could Lead to Atrocity Crimes. The 

Plan of Action is a policy document, developed through broad consultation with 

religious leaders and actors around the world, that includes recommendations for 

religious leaders, the State and other actors on ways to prevent and counter 

incitement to violence and violent extremism.   

The Plan of Action calls for religious leaders to engage more with youth, to 

reach out to those who are marginalized and may be vulnerable to recruitment by 

violent extremists; to listen to and address their grievances, collaborate with them 

to confront ideologies that promote violent extremism, and address topics that 

religious extremists monopolize, providing counter narratives.  

 We know that one of the most effective tools used to attract youth has 

been the social media. Groups such as ISIS developed sophisticated communication 

strategies to recruit conscripts.  The Plan of Action includes some specific 

recommendations on ways to tackle this phenomenon, including by engaging 

online with those holding extremist views. My office worked with social media 

experts in the development of these recommendations.  

 

Esteemed delegates,  

The prevention of incitement to violence and violent extremism is a shared 

responsibility and we only succeed if we work together.  

At the meeting my Office organized on the implementation of the Plan of 



Action in Vienna earlier this year with Member States and civil society, one priority 

identified was that implementation needs to focus on youth.  We are acting on this 

recommendation, and I hope that all of you will also prioritise engagement with 

youth in your efforts to build a better world for our children.  

I thank you for your attention. 

 

  

 

 

   



 


