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At the outset, I wish to join other speakers to thank the United 

Nations Secretary-General, H.E. Mr. Antonio GUTERRES for 

convening the First United Nations High-Level Conference of Heads 

of Counter-Terrorism Agencies of UN Member States. Sincere 

appreciation also goes to the Under-Secretary-General of the United 

Nations Office of Counter Terrorism, Mr. Vladimir VORONKOV for 

his leadership and invaluable contribution to the global efforts to 

combat the menace of terrorism. 

Mr. Chairman 

2. The increasing sophistication of terrorist attacks across the 

globe is harsh realities of the challenges the world is facing today 

in addressing the scourge of terrorism. The inherent difficulties in 

combating terrorism calls for more cooperation and assistance 

between governments in curbing the threat posed by Terrorism.   

3. The Boko Haram insurgency, in Nigeria, has negatively 

impacted virtually every facet of human endeavor, including the 

economy, the polity, and the lives and livelihoods of people across 

the northeastern Nigeria and beyond.  The insurgency has been met 

with resolve and resilience of the Multinational Joint Task Force, 

and as a result we have continued to witness the emergence of 

rescued survivors and victims’ hitherto under the brutal oppression 

of Boko Haram. Communities have pulled together to provide succor 

to those affected. 
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4. Nevertheless, it is imperative to recognize that the war against 

Boko Haram and violent extremism in general, is not over yet. There 

is therefore an urgent need to sustain the momentum in preventing 

and countering not only the insurgency of Boko Haram, but all other 

manifestations of violent extremism in Nigeria, Africa and across the 

globe. To tackle violent extremist activities and groups, including 

addressing its root causes, the government of Nigeria has launched 

a broad Policy Framework and National Action Plan to provide 

direction and coordination to the Government’s efforts towards that 

end. Furthermore, I am pleased to convey that on 24th day of 

August, 2017, President Muhammadu Buhari signed the 

Presidential Directive to the Policy Framework and National Action 

Plan for Preventing and Countering Violent Extremism. With this, 

Nigeria provided a clear policy environment that linter-connects 

peace, security and development and will strengthen our efforts at 

mainstreaming peace building into development initiatives at the 

grassroots. The Policy Framework and National Action Plan rests on 

four major objectives. These are:  

a. Strengthening institutions and coordination in Preventing 

and Countering Violent Extremism.  

b. Strengthening the Rule of Law, Access to Justice and 

Human Rights.  

c. Engaging Communities and Building Resilience and  

d. Integrating Strategic Communication in Preventing and 

Countering Violent Extremism Programme.         
 

5.   The Policy Framework adopts a “Whole-of-Government” and a 

“Whole-of-Society approach”. It encourages the active participation 

of Ministries, Departments and Agencies of Government, as well as 

critical stakeholders from different sectors of the civil society such 

as religious actors, youth, teachers, women, law enforcement, the 

media and community based organization, in order to build 
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networks of peace that create safe and resilient communities across 

Nigeria, in which human rights and the rule of law guide the 

approach to combating violent extremism. We are also working with 

States and Local Governments to develop Local Action Plans that 

mirror the National Action Plan to implement locally relevant 

programmes in preventing violent extremism.  

Mr. Chairman 

5. Nigeria supports and promoted the inclusion of youth in peace 

security and development by creating an enabling space for their 

creative energies to flourish. In this context, Students organizations 

were encouraged to organize workshops and seminars to discuss 

the causes of violent extremism, develop ideas on how best to 

counter violent extremism online and on campus, and connect with 

youths across the globe in networks dedicated to countering violent 

extremism. Recently, Nigeria passed into law the Not Too Young 

To Run Bill aimed at removing age restrictions on aspiring young 

persons - we believe that youth participation and upward mobility 

will reduce vulnerability to violent extremism.  

6. Nigeria is also determined to protect the dignity of women and 

girls caught up in the web of terror, as women have a strategic role 

to play in the treatment, rehabilitation and reintegration of violent 

extremist offenders. In this regard, we have created spaces where 

offenders can seek forgiveness from victims and their families. 

While, through communication platforms, parents were provided 

with the capacity to recognize early signs of violent extremism and 

what actions to take.  

7. We note with grave concern, the ever growing challenges posed 

by Cyber threat to international peace and security. In this regard, 

we call on all States to cooperate closely to develop an effective 

approach against this new danger - one that fends off the cyber 

anarchy perpetrated by fringe borderless entities. Nigeria, through 
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a Strategic Communication Inter-Agency Policy Committee is 

building capacity to counter violent extremism online.  

8. Significantly, all these aforementioned measures require 

capacity building, which brings to the fore the issue of capacity 

building in the war against terrorism. It is in this connection that 

Nigeria looks forward to continue working closely with UN counter 

terrorism entities and also recognize with utmost appreciation, the 

role being played by the UNOCT. Nigeria is equally appreciative of 

the past and on-going cooperation and assistance of the United 

Nations, particularly the C-TED and UNODC. Efforts to kick start a 

community based preventive programme with youths and 

community leaders is also being facilitated with the support of the 

UNDP Office in Abuja.  

Mr. Chairman 

9.  Let me conclude by stressing that winning the war against 

violent extremism, on all frontiers, can only be achieved through firm 

determination by Member States of the United Nations, predicated 

on a holistic approach, which includes preventive measures as well 

as the human rights elements of the endeavor. Going forward, it is 

our sincere hope that the UNOCT would sustain this High Level 

Conference biannually in tandem with the review of the Global 

Counter Terrorism Strategy in order to seek for more cooperation 

and enhance national and global efforts as well as practical 

exchanges on key terrorism issues. 

I thank you all 


